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PREFACE. 


SoMB  penons  will  andertake  to  read  a  work 
eompriaed  in  one  yolume^  while  if  it  were  ex- 
tended  to  many^  they  would  despair  of  being 
able  to  go  through  it,  and  therefore  it  would  not 
be  beguD.  An  objection  to  a  heavy  and  volum* 
inone  work  may  arise  from  a  want  of  leisure  to 
read^  or  from  a  preference  to  books  of  a  mon 
concise  and  compact  form.  Young  persons  too^ 
must  have  compendiums  and  abridgments^  as 
introductory  to  more  solid  and  extensive  trea- 
tises. With  a  view  to  the  accommodation  of 
these  classes  6f  readers,  the  foUowing  humble 
w<M*k  has  been  attempted,  with  what  success  the 
public  will  judge :  the  author  can  only  say,  that 
he  has  taken  considerable  pains  to  render  it  both 
acceptable  and  useful.  A  wcnrk  of  this  characn 
tor,  it  is  presumed^  need  not  claim  a  pretoaAoi 
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io  have  selected  its  materials  from  the  old  and 
fearce  writings  of  the  fathers^  or  from  the  heavy 
and  many-Yolamed  folios  of  ancient  and  foreign 
authors.  It  will,  donbtless,  be  admitted  that  a 
few  modem  writers  in  the  English  language 
have  selected,  by  far  the  greater  part,  of  all  that 
is  valuable  in  Eccl£8ia8tical  History. 
From  these  this  volume  is  chiefly  gathered. 

MosHBiH,  Milker,  Brown,  Uaweis,  Neal 
an  among  the  writers  principally  consulted  fiiv 
the  materials  which  form  the  histoiy  of  the 
Church  flrom  eariy  times,  down  to  the  Refbrma* 
tlon.  These  several  authors  were  not  men  of 
Ihe  same  creed^  they  had  various  prejudices^ 
and  their  views  of  a  Christian  Church  often 
glash  and  somewhat  eontradiet ;  but  each  poff^ 
•eiEiBes  a  peculiar  value,  and  to  them  all,  the 
writer  acknowledges  hitaself  much  indebted. 
Mosheim^  he  coneeives  gires  a  history  of  errw 
and  superstition,  rather  than  a  histfury  of  truth 
and  purity.  Brcrwn  has  filled  up  his  few  pagqi 
with  much  of  the  same  matter  as  Mosheim. 
Milner^  in  describing  churches  and  church 
characters,  seems  to  believe  too  much,  he  was  a 
churchman  of  the  English  estaUishmMt,  allow- 
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ftBce  mast  be  made  for  hU  prejudicee  in  ikvouB 
•f  an  hienurehy.  Haweis  though  a  benefice^ 
dergyHian  of  the  same  cboreh  seems  to  go  iatQ 
die  cfiposite  extreme^  and  believes  too  little : 
some  personages  which  Milner  has  dressed  in 
(be  white  linen  of  the  saints,  Haweis  has  strips 
ped,  and  pat  on  them  the  horns  and  the  hoofs  of 
perdition*  It  is  presumed  the  truth  may  be 
found  between  them.  Neal  is  a  non-conformist^ 
and  may  be  relied  on  lor  faithfulness^  though  not 
always  correct  in  minute  statement 

For  the  history  of  American  Churches^  the 
writer  acknowledges  his  obligations  to  Win* 
THBOPy  Belknap,  Mors^  and  Parish,  Trcm- 
BULL  and  Historical  Collections.  As  it 
respects  present  times,  the  author  has  written 
from  observation,  especially  in  regard  to  British 
churches.  What  he  his  said  of  the  present  state 
ef  religion  in  New  England^  though  his  means 
if  observation  have  been  limited,  yet  in  the  re*^ 
^on  where  these  pages  have  been  written,  it  will 
be  allowed  that  there  is  a  fair  sample  of  what  is 
called  orthodoxy  and  heterodoxy,  both  of  which 
he  exceedingly  dislikes,  when  mixed  up  with 
aational  and  worldly  politics.     The  CHuncn 
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OF  Chbist,  as  distioet  from  every  worldly  and 
secular  system^  it  has  been  his  object  to  search 
out  and  define :  this^  he  has  endeavoured  to  pro- 
Mcute  with  an  unprejuditod  mind^  how  far  be 
has  realized  these  professions^  and  attained  to 
this  object,  must  be  left  to  the  candid  opinion  of 
the  reader. 

All  extracts  and  quotations  are  marked  hj 
inverted  commas,  but  the  authors  are  not  given, 
because,  had  they  been  named  in  the  notes,  it 
would  have  taken  up  much  room,  and  thereby 
have  shortened  the  page,  an4  prevented  the  in- 
tiertion  of  much  useful  matter  in  the  text 

Boston^  Juney  iB20. 
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AN 

ECCLESIASTICAL  HISTORY. 

PRELIMINARY. 

A  Flew  of  the  World  in  general^  and  of  the  Jewish  J^a- 
turn  in  particular y  at  the  Time  of  the  Savivur'^s  Birth. 

BuoH  U  tbe  eeonexioB  between  all  bitterieal  ereiitt 
ii  s^aeral,  Md  between  Ibe  BeTdatjon  of  tbe  Old  and 
tbe  Bevelation  of  the  New  Testament  in  partieolar, 
Ihat  in  ibe  bietory  of  tbe  Cbristian  Cbiireb  it  will  be 
ftend  neeeaearj  fint  to  take  a  taeeittet  riew  of  tbe  ttate 
•f  tbe  world,  and  of  the  JfewiMh  Tbeoeraej,  at  the  time 
ettbe  Mestiab't  birth.  Malaehi  eoncludet  tbe  Jewish 
caaea  of  aeripture,  and  sleeps  with  bis  fathers  ;  and 
ntlh  him  the  spirit  of  propbeey  reposes  upwards  of  fear 
bosdred  jeara.  Its  revival  eommenees  vvtth  those  bolj 
we«eB,  Eiisabelb  the  mother  of  John  the  Baptist,  and 
Mary  the  mother  of  Jesus.  Zaeharias,  and  Simeon,  and 
Aaaa^  in  close  sneeession,  feel  the  same  influenee,  and 
kctr  testimoiiy  to  tbe  same  grand  efent.  The  fulness 
•f  time  is  at  hand,  and  every  thing  most  eonspire  to  an- 
seaate  the  eoming  of  an  Inoaenate  Goo. 

From  tbe  dediealion  of  the  seeand  temple,  to  the  death 
of  Ibe  lut  prophet,  net  more  than  one  hundred  and  ten 
Jtars  elapsed,  daring  whieh  pecind  floarished  Ezra,  Ne- 
B 
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hemiab,  andl  Malaebi,  fron  the  writings  of  whom  it 
most  evideotlj  appears,  that  the  noral  state  of  the  Jews 
was  traly  deplorable :  the  only  sin  to  whieh  thej  were 
not  addieted,  was  that  of  idolatry.  If  this  were  the  ease 
under  such  holy  and  zealoas  men  as  Ezra  and  his  eel- 
leagues,  what  might  not  be  expeeted  after  iheir  doetrine 
and  example  eeased  to  reprove  and  iustmet*  Israel  re- 
tamed  from  Babylon  not  as  a  free  and  independent  peo- 
ple ;  Cyras  the  Persian,  it  is  tme,  was  their  deliverer^ 
and  under  his  patronage  they  proceeded  to  rebuild  Iheir 
eity ;  but  he  was  their  sovereign^  and  after  him,  those, 
into  whose  hands  his  kingdom  MX.  Thus  the  tribes  of 
Jaeob  were  at  the  merey  of  a  foreign  power,  and  in  in- 
Bomerable  instanees  they  felt  the  tender  mereies  of  sueh 
to  be  eruelty.  The  Persian  government,  two  hundred 
and  six  years  after  the  eaptivity,  was  sueeeeded  by  the 
Oreeian,  under  the  eonqotring  hand  of  Alexander  |he 
Great,  and  of  course  the  Jews  were  then  subject  to  that 
power ;  after  a  few  years,  by  turns,  they  were  oppressed 
by  Egypt  and  Syria,  and  at  last  by  Rome,  under  the 
yoke  of  which  they  groaned  when  Messiah  made  his  ap- 
pearance. 

The  sufieriDgs  of  this  people  under  these  calamitous 
events,  not  a  little  mortified  their  pride,  and  kept  alive 
their  jealoosy :  they  had  lost  their  liberty,  and  they 
feared  the  loss  of  both  place  and  nation.  Yet  amidst  all 
this  they  were  not  lefl  without  the  hope  of  remedy. 
Prophecy  had  foretold  the  appearance  of  a  Deliverer 
strong  and  mighty.  So  glorious  the  event  to  which  these 
holy  oracles  pointed,  that  no  language  was  too  strong, 
no  figures  were  too  bold,  no  colouring  too  high,  to  repre- 
sent the  character  of  Msssiah  thu  Pbimob.  He  was 
to  come  with  the  sword  upon  his  thigh — riding  from  con- 
quering to  conqueN— his  own  arm  was  to  bring  salvation, 
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wafk  \m  turj  to  nphokl  hin«4ie  wai  to  tit  upon  tho 
Atm9€  mf  David,  and  to  tlretth  bio  sf eptre  over  all  na* 
iHBa.  These  propheeies  were  reeeived  by  the  Jew*,  un- 
der a  persvation  that  thej  would  be  literally  fulfilled  ia 
the  persoB  and  goTemment  of  their  promited  Mettiab. 
No  idea  was  eatertaiaed  that  thete  predietiant  had  a 
^rttaal  and  divine  meaning ;  consequently,  when  the 
Son  of  Mary  made  hit  appearance,  and  anterted  hii 
flaim  to  the  kingdom,  they  rejectod  him  at  an  impostor, 
and  fbr  sedition  and  blasphemy  pnt  him  to  death. 

The  writings  of  the  sacred  penmen  strongly  delineate 
the  aharaeter  of  the  Israelitish  people.  You  eannot  pur- 
sue  their  history  to  any  length,  but  pride  and  worldly- 
mindedaess,  disobedience,  and  ingratitude,  appear  to 
Ibrm  the  most  prominent  features.  But,  notwiihstand- 
iag,  the  onity  of  their  church  was  in  general  preserved ; 
this,  doabtless,  was  owing  to  the  law  of  Moses,  attended 
with  the  spirit  of  prophecy.  This  law  was  the  standitrd, 
and  to  this  bar  the  prophets  maintained  a  constant  ap- 
peal. Bat  no  sooner  had  the  spirit  of  prophecy  eipired, 
than  three  famous  sects  divided  the  Jewish  church,  the 
PBsaisKES,  the  Sadduokcs,  and  the  Essekks.  The 
eharaeter  and  sentiments  of  the  two  former  are  fairly 
given  in  the  New  Testament ;  the  latter  are  fully  de« 
scribed  by  Josepbas  and  Philo,  writers  quite  equal  to 
give  atme  aecount  of  them,  from  whom  it  appears  that 
the  Esseaes  were  a  recluse,  superstitious  sect,  who, 
withdrawing  from  the  rest  of  mankind,  passed  their 
days  ia  a  shew  of  wi$doni  in  wiU-worship^  and  hunUliiyf 
mmd  negkcHng  of  the  hody^  not  in  any  honour  to  the  satis^ 
fyimg  qftheJUih.  By  these  contending  parties,  both  the 
doctrine  and  the  discipline  of  the  Jewisli  church  were 
sadly  corrupted  and  abused.  The  Pharisees,  pretending 
U  a  airietar  conformity  to  the  lavr,  had,  by  endless  tra* 
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iitiont 9  inadt  void  the  law,  Md  m  be^ini!  a  law  ta  thtai* 
telvety  by  whieh  ikej  praetited  apon  the  paopla  fhradi 
and  Fiolenee,  aad  abtminablt  hypoerity.*  The  Saddle 
•eei  avoided  all  addition  to  the  law,  bat  then  they  so 
refined  apon  the-Mosaie  testimony,  that  they  reftned  to 
admit  the  immortality  of  the  soul,  fntare  rewards  and 
ponishments,  divine  infinenee,  aod  indeed  every  thing 
held  dear  by  the  enlightened  mind.  <«  While,  than, 
^*  sueh  darkness,  soeh  errors  and  dnsentions,  prevailed 
*^  among  those  who  assamed  the  eharaeter  and  anthority 
^  of  persons  distinguished  by  their  snporior  saaatity  and 
<«  wisdom,  it  will  not  be  difRenlt  to  imagine  how  totally 
**  eorrupt  the  religion  and  morals  of  the  maltitode  mnst 
^<  have  been.  They  were,  aeeordingly,  sunk  in  the  most 
^<  deplorable  ignorance  of  God  and  of  divine  things,  aad 
<^  had  no  notion  of  any  other  way  of  rendering  them- 
^  selves  acceptable  to  the  Supreme  Being,  than  by  sae- 
^*  rifiees,  washings,  and  the  other  external  rites  and  cer* 
**  emonies  of  the  Mosaic  law.  Hence  proeeeded  that 
**  dissolution  of  manners,  and  that  profligate  wickedness, 
«  whieh  prevailed  among  the  Jews  during  Christ's  min- 
*<  istry  upon  earth.  And  hence  the  Divine  Saviour  eom- 
<<  pares  that  people  to  a  flock  of  sheep,  which  wandered 
*<  withoat  a  shepherd  ;  and  their  doctors  to  men  wfao^ 
^  though  deprived  themselves  of  sight,  yet  pi^tended  la 
•*  shew  the  way  to  others.'^t 

Palestine  (or  Canaan,  as  it  was  originally  called)  waa 
not  wholly  pouessed  by  the  Jews ;  on  the  skirts  of  it,  ly- 
ing along  the  coast,  many  of  the  old  inhabitants  remaia- 
ed,  sueh  as  those  of  Tyre,  Sidon,  8yro-Phoentcia.  Bat 
the  most  conspicuous  and  formidable  were  the  Samari- 
tans }  these  might  be  considered  rather  inmates  than 

^  Matt*  xxiii.  13,  33.  t  Moahetai,  voL  1.  page  47. 
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mglbboiiiii^  for  thej  powetsed  tbe  rtrj  heart  of  the 
CMBtryv  SanuurU  Btretchiog  from  Jordan  (a  the  (Ireat 
ar  Maditerranean  Sea,  betweea  Jodea  and  Galilee.  Sa- 
■nria  was  built  hj  Omri  king  of  Israel,  for  the  eapital 
«f  the  ten  tribes,  soon  after  their  rerolt.  The  ten  tribes 
possessed  this  territory  about  two  hundred  and  fifij 
years,  at  the  expiration  of  whieh  period,  Esar-haddon 
pushed  the  eonqnest  of  his  predeeessor  Shalmaneser  sa 
far  as  to  take  all  the  remuant  of  Israel  eaptive,  dispers- 
ing thea  in  Babylon  and  Assyria,  from  whenee  he  sent 
people  to  re-inhabit  Samaria.  These  new  settlers 
hraaght  their  gods  with  them,  in  addition  to  whieh 
Esar-haddon  furnished  them  with  a  Jewish  priest  to  in- 
at  met  them  in  the  knowledge  of  the  God  of  Israel  $ 
henee  they  united  in  one  established  ritual  the  warship 
af  the  true  Gad,  and  the  worship  of  idols.*  This  mot- 
ley religion  eontinued  upwards  af  two  hundred  and  sixty 
yeara,  till  Sanbaltat  built  the  temple  on  Mount  Gerizim, 
installed  Manassch  in  the  office  of  high-priest,  and  put 
dawn  idolatry.  These  things  oeeurring,  Samaria  be- 
eause  the  resort  and  asylum  of  vagabond  Jew  s,  who  fled 
4hither  in  order  to  eseape  punishment  and  reproach  due 
from  their  own  eountry.f  By  these  means,  some%t  hat 
af  an  affinity  took  plaee  between  Jews  and  Samaritans, 
h«t  this  had  no  tendency  to  destroy  the  prejudices  en- 
tertained by  the  Jews  against  this  people ;  tiieir  heathea 
origin  was  atill  recognised,  and  all  dealings  with  them 
were  strictly  forbidden.  Changes  in  the  affairs  of  Sa« 
flMiria  ended  not  here.  About  seventy  years  aAer  the 
above  reformation,  Alexander  tlie  Great,  taking  ufienoe 
at  some  part  of  their  conduct,  entered  llie  city,  put  man/ 
to  the  sword,  and  drove  the  rest  out  of  tbe  place,  a&d 

*  2  Kiop  zvii.        -t  Josephui  AniU^  h^tk  11.  cbagL  It 
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rc-peofrfed  Samaria  witli  Bew  inhaMtanU  inka  Mt 
dMia,  giriiig  part  of  At  ai^tst  eawitrj  to  the  Jews. 
Those  of  the  Safnarttans  that  MiTived  Ihii  ealamiljr 
dwelt  afterwanb  to  Sheeheia,*  mdar  Mount  Gert^n, 
from  whieh  time  that  plaee  beeame  the  «eatre  alt  tkait 
people.  80  that  from  thie  period  wo  are  to  look  for  Hm 
•eet  of  the  Samaritamy  not  in  the  eity  beariiif^  that 
name,  but  in  Syeliar,  and  in  placet  of  itttle  wite«omtig- 
«oiM  (0  MoinitCleriBimft  and  thnt  they  continued  till 
the  £ite  of  Pair^tiae  was  decided  by  the  Bomaa  arms. 
Id  the  year  one  handred  and  nine  before  Chriit,  Sam** 
ria  wag  razed  to  the  ground  by  flyreanai  the  JewiA 
general,!  in  whieh  ftaite  rt  eoatinued  eighty-fonr  yean^ 
when  it  was  rebuilt  by  Herod  the  Great,  and  called  by 
htm  Sebaste,  in  honour  of  his  master.$  Such  was  the 
state  of  the  Samaritans  at  the  birth,  and  daring  the 
ministry,  of  the  Lord  Jesus.  As  a  religious  sect,  th^ 
professed  to  believe  in  the  holy  orades,  and  to  look  for 
the  coming  of  the  promised  Messiab;  but  their  stato,  im 
a  spiritual  point  ef  Tiew,  differed  irery  little  from  that 
-of  the  Jews,  for  when  he  came  they  received  him  not. 

Peace,  universal  peace,  is  said  to  have  blessed  the 
world  at  the  time  of  his  birth,  who  is  called,  and  who 
only  maintains  the  dignity  of  the  title,  The  Phiwve  ev 
Pea  OK.  But,  oh  !  what  torrents  of  blood  had  been  tfbed 
before  the  arrival  of  this  blisslul  period  !  The  Romans 
had  earned  their  conquering  «rms  iiKo  almost  all  the 
known  world  ;  Babylon  and  Egypt,  and  Greece  and  Pa- 
lest ine,||  bowed  to  the  Roman  sceptre ;  «o  that  this  gen- 
eral pacification  arose  from  general  subjugation — the 

•Or  Sjctar,  John  iv.  S.  +  Prideaux,  voL  1 .  p.  395. 

\  Jodepbus  Autiq.  book  13,  cbap.  18.  Prideaux,  toI.  2-  p,  263. 
♦  Jospplni*,  book  15.  chap.  1 1, 
m  To  these  might  be  Added  Bntain. 
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H— in  eapire  was  beeome  an  aniversal  monarehy. 
TIiiiy  npon  the  whole,  was  a  eireanstanee  favonrable  to 
the  introduelion  of  the  gospel ;  remote  and  barbaroos 
heeane  aeeessible,  learning  and  seienee  were 
» general,  and  the  mind  of  manrwas  more  disposed 
to  enter  into  an  investigation  of  the  great  and  important 
Iraths  of  God  and  reJigioa. 

All  these  nations  (the  Jews  ezeepted)  were  without 
the  knbwledge  of*  the  .only  living  and  troe  God;  their 
relsgton,  though  a  little  direrse  as  to  ritual,  in  difierent 
eonntries,  was  yet  one  in  essence  and  prineiple — all  was 
Ihble  and  superstition.  Philosophy  saw  through  the 
eheat,  hat  did  not  venture  to  speak  out,  for  fear  of  the 
ekaiige  of  aUieism,  and  the  vengeanee  of  priesteralt  { 
and  indeed,  whalever  philosophy  might  have  discovered 
in  theee  oystems  of  mythology  as  puerile  and  absurd,  it 
had  seareeJy  any  thing  bettor  to  reeommend.  These 
sages  were  so  divided  in  their  opinions,  that  their  in- 
straettotts  amoimted  to  nothing  higher  than  an  #|»po«i- 
Ham  of  seknee,  vatM  JangUngaj  doubtful  dispuiaiionM. 
The  world  by  wisdom  knew  not  God ;  therefore  when 
the  gospel  was  published,  the  preaehing  of  the  Cross 
wno  to  the  Jews  a  stumbling  bloek,  and  to  the  Gentiles 
fenlishness.  From  this  view  of  Che  nations,  we  see 
nothing  but  the  shadow  of  death  :  let  us  now  turn  and 
behold  the  Sun  of  rightoonsness  ansing  open  the  earlh-P* 
^  A  LionT  TO  LieBTnn  tjuk  ncuTiues,  amd  ras  isa^n* 
nv  or  liBaju.." 


•  \ 
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CHAPTER  I. 

Jbsus  Christ. 

Thb  MeMi&li,  wbote  coming  had  been  §o  long  fore- 
told bj  propbetie  oraele,  aad  to  long  expected  bj  (lie 
lloQse  of  Israel,  was  bom  in  tbe  land  of  Jadea  aboat  the 
^ear  of  tbe  world  4004>«  His  motber  was  ^  a  Tirgin  ea- 
ponsed  to  a  man  wbose  name  was  Joseph,  of  the  boaee 
of  David^;  and  tbe  virgin's  name  was  Mary."  Tbe  ex- 
aet  period  of  tbe  Savioar's  birth  has  not  been  settled  by 
writers  on  tbe  subject ;  even  tbe  most  early  Christiam 
were  at  a  loss.  The  marginal  writers  of  onr  Bible  have 
placed  it  in  the  year  of  tbe  world  4004.  To  be  eorreet 
-as  to  tbe  time  H^onld  4>e  of  little  consequenee ;  we  know 
Ibat  tbe  Son  of  Ood  is  come :  bowcTer,  tbe  sacred  histe- 
rians  have  given  a  statement  of  this  grand  event,  sufll- 
eiently  circnmstantial  and  satisfactory.  Bt.  Lake  in* 
forms  us  it  w^u  in  tbe  days  of  tbe  taxing,  under  the  de- 
cree of  Augustus  tbe  Roman  emperor,  while  Herod  tbe 
Great  reigned  in  Jndea,  by  tbe  persecution  of  whom,  Je- 
oos,  almost  as  soon  as  bom,  was  driven  into  exile.  Tbe 
place  of  his  nativity  was  Bethlehem ;  bis  early  infancy 
-was  spent  in  Egypt ;  from  which  period  to  his  entrance 
on  his  public  ministry,  he  dwelt  at  Nacaretb.  AU  this, 
ftbat  tbe  scripture  A\ght  be  fulfilled*    At  twelve  j^cari 
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•f  a§e,  be  paid  ln»  aicm^rabto  rkit  to  Jeraurfen ;  th« 
ii«ll«^toM  atory  by  the  taered  ptmnaii,  eaa  reeeive  ao 
elaetdatea  fnm  w.  Hm  yootb,  we  are  eertaiB,  was 
■pfl  in  aete  of  filial  obodieaee,  and  Ini  riper  jeartf  it 
is  probable^  were  emplojrad  in  tbe  oeeapation  of  his  fiiu 
tfmr.  ^  Tbe  laboors  of  iadastry  are  boaoorable  en* 
pioyients,^  aad  we  see  tbem  not  oawortby  tbe  Sea  of 
Oed. 

At  tbe  age  of  tbirty,  Jesas  eoaies  fbrtb  from  obseari* 
ffy  aad  aukes  bis  first  appearaace  to  Joha  oa  the  banks 
of  tbe  Jordan,  where  hii  foreranner  bad  been  baptizing 
aad  beariag  teslinoay  to  bis  eomiog.  Tbe  baplism  in- 
Btltated  by  tbe  sob  of  Zaebarias  was  ander  tbe  inspira- 
tioa  af  Ood,  aad  tbe  most  pore  tbea  existtag  in  the  Jew* 
Ml  efcarefa ;  to  wbieb  tbe  Savioor  applies,  aad  by  wbisb 
be  ia  ^  soleataty  inaagorated  in  oftee."  The  witnessing 
aad  aatpoaring  of  the  Spirit  attend  this  expressive  eero- 
moaiai.  His  temptation  in  tbe  wilderness  soeeeeds. 
^  And  Jetas  retomed  in  tbe  power  of  tbe  IB^rit  iata 
Galilee,  aad  there  went  out  a  Ikaie  of  bim  tbroogb  all 
^e  r^on  rooad  aboat.'* 

The  ministry  of  Christ  eontinoed  aboat  the  spaee  of 
three  years,  daring  wbieb  time  tbe  events  of  his  lill»,  aad 
boty  dHigenee  were  so  anaieroos,  and  so  fall  of  expres* 
sioa,  that  if  all  had  beea  writtea,  the  world  never  would 
bare  given  a  eardial  reception  to  saeb  a  augbty  aiass  of 
history.  But  the  four  Evaagelists  have  reeorded  enoi^ 
to  catablisb  the  divine  purpose,  and  confirm  the  faith  of 
€M*s  elect,  tt  would  lead  as  iato  too  great  length  of 
detail,  were  we  to  follow  the  sacred  butoriaas  throagb 
tbe  life  of  oar  blessed  Lord :  tbe  New  Testameat  saper- 
eedes  such  a  course.  We  shall  just  glance  at  general 
cireamstanees  for  tiie  sake  of  connexion,  and  proceed  to 
Aose  events  wjbkb  lead  lo  after'tiams. 
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Ai  8000  M  Chrttt  btgMi  his  piblie  work,  he  emlM 
tvelre  diteiples  to  be  with  hiiM,  whom  he  named  «fjMt» 
Ue$*  These  he  seleeted,  not  so  moeh  to  aid  him  in  the 
diseharge  of  his  missionfas  to  be  witnesses  of  all  that  he 
eame  both  to  do  and  to  teach ;  yet  they  were,  notwith- 
standing, empowered  to  work  miraeles  in  the  name  of 
their  Master,  and  to  bear  testimony  to  his  Messiahiihtp* 
He  appointed  other  seventy  also,  whom  he  sent  forth 
two  and  two  into  all  the  eities  of  Israel,  to  preaeh  and 
to  assert  the  eomiog  of  the  kingdom  of  God,  to  heal  the 
siek,  and  to  east  out  devils. 

The  labours  of  the  Divine  Saviour  were  eonfined  chief- 
ly  to  the  land  of  the  Jews,  but  his  fame  went  out  into  all 
the  regions  round  about';  for  by  the  applieation  of  tho 
Oentiles,  his  power  and  wisdom  were  extended  even  ottto 
them,  and  some  believed  in  his  name.  The  grand  object 
of  Messiah  was,  by  his  obedienee,  to  bring  in  everlasting 
righteousness,  and  by  his  death  to  make  atonement  fer 
sin«  And  we'  se^  during  the  course  of  his  nunistry,  that 
every  thing  conspired  to  accomplish  so  great  an  end.  He 
was  despised  and  rejected  of  men,  a  man  of  sorrows,  mmA 
acquainted  with  grief.  The  Jewish  rulers  plotted  his 
death ;  as  a  prophet  they  declared  him  an  impostor,  as  a 
priest  a  blasphemer,  as  a  king  an  usurper :  these  things 
eonsidered,  no  death  was  too  cruel,  too  degrading :  se 
they  judged  him  to  the  cross,  and  he  suffered  upon  Cal- 
vary between  two  malefactors. 

The  resurrection  of  Jesus,  which  followed  on  the  third 

day  after  bis  cruciiixion,  proved  his  divina  authority  and 

.  mission ;  his  disciples  believed  in  him,  his  enemies  were 

eonfoundedy  and,  after  forty  days,  he  entered  into  his 

glory. 

Tradition  has  added  somewhat  to  the  letter  of  Christ's 
history,  but  inasmuch*  as  it  diseoTCrs  a  departure  ttmm 
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the  gfiraiiie  Bpirii  of  it,  little  credit  it  doe  to  it.  Eose* 
Wm  (who  Imu  been  ealled  the  father  of  eeeletiastical  his- 
Ifry)  bat  presenred  io  hii  writings  a  story  of  letters 
patting  between  Jesns  and  Agbams  king  of  Edessa ; 
hat  aa  the  whole  is  annotieed,  and  most  likely  was  un- 
kaawB  in  the  apostolie  age,  it  appears  fabulous,  and 
tberelbre  unworthy  of  detail.  The  testimony  of  Josephus 
is  banoorable,  and  collateral  with  seripture,  hut  he  re- 
aardt  no  additional  matter. 


CHAPTER  n. 

Ltvef  and  Jiets  of  the  Jpostles  and  oftheJlr$t  Disciples 
of  Christ. 

Ov  the  death  of  Jesns, the  diseiples  were  scattered  $ 
•very  one  went  to  his  own  home,  and  to  his  occupation  ; 
bnt  the  ercnt  of  the  resnrreetion  again  brought  them  to 
one  rallying  point,  and  by  the  direction  of  their  diTine 
and  risen  Master,  they  abode  waiting  at  Jerusalem  till 
the  day  of  penteeoat.  (Acts  i.  4, 18.)  From  the  period  of 
Chrtst't  death  to  the  pentecost  were  fifty  dajs,  forty  of 
which,  after  the  resurrection,  he  spent  with  his  apostlet 
and  others  ot  their  company.  So  great  was  the  cloud 
•f  witnesses  to  his  glory,  that  before  his  ascension  be 
was  teen  of  aboTC  five.hondred  brethren  at  once.  **  And 
when  the  day  of  pentecost  was  fully  come,  they  were  all 
wilb  one  accord  in  one  place,  and  suddenly''  the  anxious 
tolicitode  of  the  apostles  was  relieved  by  the  appearance 
and  glory  of  the  promised  Spirit.  This  was  on  the  first 
day  of  the  week,  called  afterwards  the  Loan't  day  :  a 
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day  to  be  had  In  everkaiuig  remeabraBee.    On  Ikis  «!• 
liutrioas  oeeatioB, 

Pbtbh  is  firet  ditlkpiiabedy  BtaadiBg  up  with  Ufte 
e1e%*ea  in  vindkation  of  those  gifts  so  BsiraenUasljr  moh 
ferred.  We  place  Peter  first,  Bot  as  if  first  ealled  to  he 
BB  apqstle,  nor  on  aceount  of  any  supreaiacy  attaebed 
to  his  offiee  above  his  fellows,  but  oaly  because  he  fifat 
Btands  forward  in  the  Acts  of  the  Apostles.  His  ae- 
quaintanee  with  Jesus  was  brought  about  by  Andrew^ 
during  the  ministry  of  John  the  Baptist*  (John  i.  4kl.) 
His  call  to  the  apostleship  was  a  short  time  after,  at  the 
sea  of  Galilee.  (Matt.  iv.  18 — 2i.)  His  character  is 
well  drawn  by  the  incidents  which  form  his  history.  In 
every  instance  (eicept  in  the  matter  of  the  denial)  he 
manifests  a  bold,  decided,  affect iouate  regard  to  his 
Master ;  nor  does  tliat  instanoe  of  his  frailty  exclude 
him  from  the  most  decided  notice  of  the  Saviour ;  no,  nor 
yet  does  it  argue  any  abatement  in  his  real  attach  meot 
to  the  cause  he  had  embraced.  He  is  amoag  the  fore- 
mont  at  the  sepulchre,  and  the  first  to  assert  the  honoara 
of  the  Cross,  before  the  wicked  and  uahelieviBg  Jews  at 
the  pentec6tt«  The  labours  of  this  apostle  were  mi^re 
immediately  exercised  among  his  own  kinsmen  aAer  the 
flesh,  and  it  is  evident,  from  several  circumstances,  that 
his  prejudices  in  favour  of  his  own  nation  militated,  fr,r 
a  while,  against  the  spirit  of  the  gospel  as  addressed  to 
all  nations.  This  was  in  a  measure,  collected  by  the 
heavenly  vision,  directing  him  to  Cornelius  the  Roman 
centurion  ;  and  at  length  seeing  that  God  had  poured 
out  his  Spirit  upon  all  flesh,  he  becomes  an  auxiliary  in 
the  serviec  of  the  Gentiles  also,  by  addressing  his  catho- 
lic expi»tles  to  all  who  were  made  partakers  of  like 
preeious  faith, 
^upecstition  has  nuuie  Peter  bbhop  of  Rome :    tha 
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Vew  Testament  says  not  a  syllable  about  it,  nor  can  it 
he  gathered  from  any  part  of  his  history,  that  he  so  much 
as  ever  Ttsited  that  place.  Here  fall  to  the  ground  all 
the  pretensions  of  the  Popes  to  be  the  soceessors  of  SL 
Feter.  From  the  Acts  of  the  Apostles,  and  the  Epistles^ 
(the  only  authentic  records,)  <<  his  services  appear  to 
have  been  eminently  useful  in  Judea  and  Samaria.  Wa 
ind  him  at  Antioch,  and  probably  through  all  Asia  Mi- 
nor he  had  preached  to  those  to  whom  he  had  addressed 
his  two  epistles.  It  is  highly  probable  that  the  East^ 
(not  the  West.)  was  the  great  scene  of  his  labours,  where 
the  remnant  of  the  twelve  tribes  had  left  a  nnmeroat 
posterity.^'  His  Lord  predicted  his  death  by  the  hand  of 
violence,  and  therefore  we  may  assert  he  died  a  Mariyrp 
but  when,  where,  or  how,  or  by  whom,  he  fell,  we  have 
no  authority  to  say. 

John,  styled  the  beloved  disciple,  appears,  from  hie 
writings,  to  have  been  a  man  of  an  amiable  eharaoter,  hir 
natural  temper  gentle  and  serene,  his  conduct  affectionate . 
and  engaging.     He  was  most  probably  a  disaiple  of  John 
the  Baptist,  and  called  to  the  apostleship  from  the  sea  of 
Galilee,  at  the  same  time  as  Peter,  (Matt.  iv.  18— .^2.) 
John  Baptist  then  being  cast  into  prison.     The  life  of 
the  disciples,  during  the  days  of  their  Master,  was  com- 
paratively inactive;  their  principal  employ  was  to  at- 
tend the  Lord  Jesus,  in  order  to  behold  his  miracles,  to 
listen  to  his  discourses,  and  to  learn  to  imitate  his  moral 
example.    In  these  particulars  John  exci^lled.    He  was 
one  of  the  chosen  number  oi)  the  mount  of  Transfigura- 
tion, and  he  was  suffered  to  approach  ^^  the  more  awful 
spectacle  of  the  agony  in  the  garden."  He  entered  the 
high  priest's  palace  with  his  Lord,  while  Peter  follow- 
ed afar  off*,  and  while  the  rest  forsook  him  and  fled.    At 
the  cmeifixion  he  stood  by  the  cross;  at  the  sepnlchrci 
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lie  saw  and  believed  $  at  the  pentecost,  he  wag  oDe  of 
the  first  (o  assert  his  Master'n  eaa^e,  nor  was  he  afraid 
to  suffer.  The  last  we  hear  of  him  in  the  book  of  the 
Acts  is  at  Samaria,  confirming  the  work  of  Philip  the 
Evangelist.  Bj  his  own  writings  we  are  informed  of  his 
banishment  to  Patmos,  and  from  the  saying  of  our  Lord, 
together  with  some  other  circumstanees,  it  seems  prett  j 
evident  that  he  survived  the  dtstruetion  of  Jerusalem, 
and  died  at  a  very  advanced  age,  but  where,  and  how, 
is  uncertain :  several  traditions  concerning  him  are  ex- 
tant, but  little  credit  is  due  to  most  of  them;  without 
them,  his  life  was  illustrious,  and  his  death  glorious. 

James,  the  son  of  Zebedee,  and  brother  of  John,  it 
distinguished  rather  by  his  death,  than  by  his  life  and 
labours.  Though  little  is  said  concerning  him,  yet  hit 
life  and  ministry  rendered  him  obnoxious  to  Herod 
Agrippa,  and  by  this  tyrant  was  he  put  to  the  sword. 
Acts  xii.  1,  2. 

James,  the  son  of  Alpheus,  also  called  the  Lord^s 
brother,  was  the  author  of  that  epistle  bearing  his  name* 
In  church  history  he  is  distinguished  by  the  title  of  the 
jusL  His  communications,  his  writings,  and  even  his 
enemies,  contribute  to  prove  him  worthy  of  such  mark- 
ed approbation.  Josephus  records  the  circumstances  of 
his  death,  in  which  the  character  of  this  holy  disciple 
ttands  vindicated,  while  the  abettors  of  his  execution 
are  charged  with  cruelty  and  injustice. 

Andrew,Philip,  Bartholomew,  Matthew«Thap- 
BEUs,  Simon,  and  Thomas.  Concerning  these,  scrip- 
ture has  said  but  little,  and  there  is  no  authentic  tradi- 
tion to  supply  the  deficiency.  Matthew  has  left  us  hia 
gospel  to  show  how  he  stood  affected  to  the  cross,  and 
how  he  employed  part  of  his  time.  The  rest  doubtless 
walked  worthy  of  the  high  vocation  wherewith  tkey 
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were  called,  and  liow  they  finished  their  eourae,  we  shall 
know  in  ^<  that  day."  Matthias,  ehosen  on  the  death 
•f  Jadas  Iseariot  the  traitor,  was  a  disciple  and  follouer 
•f  the  Lord  Jesus,  having  companied  wUh  the  twelve  all 
the  time  that  the  Lord  Jesus  went  in  and  out  among  thetn^ 
(Acts  i.  21.)  but  after  this  period  he  is  not  so  much  as 
■eDtioDCd.  Among  the  most  decided  friends  of  the 
SaTiour,  the  Evangelists  record  the  names  and  charac- 
ters of  some  illustrious  Womrn.  One  of  tbette  only  is 
Botieed  aAer  the  ascension,  by  the  sacred  writers.  And 
here  let  it  be  observed  once  for  all,  that  Mary  the  mo« 
ther  of  Jesus  obtains  no  mark  of  distinction  above  her 
eonpaoioDS,  John  took  her  home  to  his  own  house,  and 
there  the  sacred  historians  leave  her.  Her  translatioa 
to  Loretto,  her  elevation  to  the  supcr-angelie,  her  as- 
sonption  body  and  soul  to  heaven,  there  to  appear  as 
the  mother  of  Qod^  together  with  a  thousand  other  things 
eqaally  absurd,  must  be  placed  among  the  inventions  of 
monks  and  hermits. 

Oo  the  persecution  and  death  of  i\\%  first  martyr  Ste- 
phen, comes  forward  a  character  which  has  shone  with 
peeuliar  lustre  in  the  church.  He  first  appears  as  an  a- 
To  wed  enemy  to  Jesus  of  Nazareth,  ^au  I  of  Tarsus  standi 
by  and  gives  his  voice  against  the  holy  confes»or,  keep* 
ing  the  raiment  of  those  that  stone  him ;  and  being  ex- 
ceeding road  against  the  saints,  he  pursues  them  even 
to  strange  cities.  The  birth,  the  education,  the  preju- 
dices, the  spirit  of  Saul,  are  all  well  delineated  by  his 
own  pen. 

Paul,  called  to  be  an  apostle,  last  in  order,  but  first 
in  emitience,  stands  forward  as  the  Apostle  or  thk 
GsNTiLEs.  His  conversion,  his  decision  of  character^ 
bis  zeal,  his  labours,  his  writings,  need  not  be  recorded 
bere :  they  form  a  coospieuous  feature  of  the  New  Testa- 
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nent.  That  &oeh  a  man  shoald,  at  the  end  of  his  eareer, 
reeei?e  the  erowu  of  martyrdom,  is  congenial  with  his 
history^  though  it  is  not  in  the  saered  writings  asserted 
in  so  many  words ;  but  from  his  own  worct^,  together 
with  a  train  of  events  attending  his  latter  days,  it  is  a 
circumstance  more  than  probable.  His  biographer, 
Luke,  concludes  his  account  of  him,  while  the  holy  man 
is  a  prisoner  in  his  own  house  at  Rome.  How  long  be 
survived  this  is  uncertain.  In  his  second  letter  to  Timo* 
thy,  he  speaks  of  his  death  as  near  at  hand,  and  from 
his  phraseology,  it  is  not  a  natural  death  he  expects,  as 
the  result  of  old  age,  or  a  worn  out  constitution,  but  a 
violent  death,  /  am  ready  to  be  OFFEmsn :  but  whether 
he  died  a  martyr  or  not  is  immaterial,  we  are  sure  be 
lived  the  life  of  one. 

Judas,  by  transgression,  fell  from  the  honours  of  the 
taered  college,  that  he  might  go  to  his  own  place.  His 
bag  and  his  halter  he  has  left  behind,  with  which  to  en- 
shrine his  awful  memory.  Let  my  reader  notice  these 
relics  of  a  wicked  heart,  and  beware  of  Covstousmsss. 


CHAFl'ER  ra. 

Spread  of  the  Gospel,  and  Constitution  or  the 
Christian  Church  in  the  Apostolic  Age. 

During  the  life  and  ministry  of  Christ,  the  gospel 
was  principally  confined  to  the  house  of  Israel.  Indeec 
the  gospel  was  incomplete  till  he  was  lifted  up;  whei 
his  sufferings  were  accomplished  at  Jerusalem,  he  eouU 
say,  IT  is  finished.  Before  his  ascension,  he  eornmia 
sioned  his  disciples  to  go  out  into  all  the  world,  mm 
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preach  the  gospel  unto  e?ery  creature.  In  order  that 
thej  might  be  furnished  to  so  great  a  work,  they  were 
eooBianded  to  wait  at  Jerusalem,  to  receive  the  promiie 
of  the  Father.  This  was  realized  on  the  eTer-memora- 
ble  daj  of  penteeost,  that  great  and  notable  day  of  the 
Lurd. 

The  moral  state  of  Jews  and  heathens  has  been 
glanced  at  in  our  preliminary:  darkness  covered  tfaa 
earth,  and  gross  darkness  the  people.     Such  was  the 
foadition  of  man,  that  neither  the  priesthood   on  the 
one  hand,  nor  philosophy  on  the  other,  could  afford  any 
aid;  therefore  God  works  a  new  thing  in  the  earth. 
**  He  chooses  the  foolish  things  of  the  world  to  confound 
the  wise,  and  weak  things  of  the  world  to  confound  the 
things  which  are  mighty,  and  base  things  of  the  world, 
and  things  that  are  despised  hath  God  chosen,  yea,  and 
things  which  are  not,  to  bring  to  nought  things  that  are, 
that  no  flesh  should  glory  in  his  presence."     All  this 
we  see  fulfilled  in  the  achievements  of  the  poor  but  in^ 
spired  fishermen  of  Galilee.    Peter  stands  up  and  asserts 
.  the  Di?ioity  and  Messiahship  of  him  who  had  been  just 
cnietfied  as  a  malefactor,  and  three  thousand  souls  at 
once   yield  to  conviction,  and  join  themsel?es  to  their 
Lord  by  a  perpetual  covenant.     In  these  converts  we 
behold  the  same  persons  who  had  agreed  to  reject  JesiM 
as  an  impostor,  and  who  had  condemned  him  as  a  blas- 
phemer.    The  success  of  these  men  stopped  not  here, 
Jemsalem  was  filled  with  their  doctrine,  and  many  were 
added  to  the  church  daily.     These  things  awakened  the 
wrath  of  priests  and  pharisees,  and  a  fierce  persecotion 
ensued  :  but  this  only  contributed  to  the  spread  of  that 
raase    they  laboured  to  destroy.     The  disciples  were 
seaitered  abroad,  and  they  went  every  wliere  preach'i^ 
and  teaching  Jesus.     In  the  first  conflict  fell  Staphca, 
C  2 
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which  event  was  presently  lueeeeded  by  the  eon?eruoB 
•f  Paul.  Not  only  is  Palestine  overran  with  this  nevr 
doetrine,  bat  Rome  and  Greeee  enkindle  with  the  holy 
flame.  National  prejudices  are  rooted  np,  Jew  and 
Greek,  Barbarian^Scythian,  bond  and  free,  become  one  %n 
Christ  Jesus. 

Who  can  calculate  the  number  of  Christians  in  these 
days?  At  Jerusalem  thousands  embraced  the  faitiu 
Twelve  apostles,  with  auxiliary  itinerant  evangelists^ 
going  about  every  where  with  the  glad  tidings  of  salva* 
Hon,  converts  were  made,  and  some  of  these  became 
preachers }  churches  were  established,  and  elders  or« 
dained  in  every  city^  so  mightily  grew  the  word  of  the 
Lord  and  prevailed. 

THE  CHRISTIAN  CHURCH 

Is  called  in  the  New  TesUment  the  body  of  Chrisi^ 
and  those  that  compose  it  members  in  particular.  Be- 
lievers are  denominated,  disciples^  brethretij  christianSf 
saints.  These  in  their  collective  character  acknow^ 
ledge  one  Lord^  onefaithy  and  by  one  8pirit  are  all  bap- 
tized  into  one  body;  and.  all  constituting  this  church, 
however  separated  by  time,  or  place,  or  eondition,  do 
bold  the  same  head,  and  exhibit  the  same  character. 
Hence,  it  must  be  laid  down  as  an  <<  invariable  axiom," 
•ays  a  candid  writer,  ^^  that  no  man  belongs  to  any  chris- 
Ham  church  who  has  not  the  spirit  of  Christy  and  that 
no  church  has  any  pretensions  to  be  a  living  member  df 
his  body,  which,  in  its  ministers  and  members,  is  not 
found  joined  to  the  Lord  by  one  spirit  A  church  with« 
sut  evidence  of  the  influence  and  experience  of  the  ope- 
ration of  the  Holy  Ghost,  hath  but  a  name  to  live,  and 
is  doad;  and  whatever  may  bo  its  forms,  or  however 
i  its  confcscioBS  of  fkitb^  it  hath  no  more  title  to 
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be  rcekoBed  a  christian  Churchy  than  a  itatae  or  a 
eerpae  has  to  be  esteemed  a  living  man."  The  ehureh 
of  Christ,  thus  eonstitutedy  oonsiats  not  only  of  members 
IbrmiBg  the  general  bodj^  bat  of 

MINISTERS, 

Wha  aet  in  the  executive  departments  of  the  ehureh. 
The  Lord  Jesus  has  by  his  own  personal  appointment, 
and  also  by  his  express  Mord  and  command,  ordained  in 
his  ehureh  a  standing  ministry,  an  order  of  men  ealled 
overseers,  stewardsy  ambassadors  for  Christ.  He  gave 
some  apostles,  and  some  prophets,  and  some  evangelists, 
and  som^  pastors  and  teachers,  for  the  perfecting  of  the 
saints,  for  the  work  of  the  ministry,  for  the  edifying  of 
the  body  of  Christ.  The  ministers  of  the  word  and  ordi- 
nances are  appointed  and  sanctioned  to  the  end  of  time; 
till  we  all  eome  in  the  unity  of  the  faith,  and  of  the 
knowledge  of  the  Son  of  God,  unto  a  perfect  roan,  nnto 
the  measure  of  the  stature  of  the  fulness  of  Christ. 

The  apostolic  character  teems  to  have  ceased  with 
the  lives  of  those  who  were  divinely  and  personally 
ealled  to  thaiofiiee;  but  evangelists,  pastors,  and  teach- 
ers, were  abundantly  increased  before  the  close  of  the 
aeriptare  eanon,  and  direetions  eonceruing  their  perpe- 
tnal  appointment  and  standing  are  clearly  given.  Timo- 
thy was  an  evangelist,  to  whom  P^ul  thai  writes: 
**'  The  thuigs  that  thou  hast  heard  of  me,  the  same  com- 
mit thoa  to  Ikithful  men,  who  shall  be  able  to,  teach 
•thers  also.''  Similar  instructions  are  given  also  to 
Titas. 

In  the  Acts,  and  in  the  Epistles,  we  meet  with  the 
terms  bishop ,  pastor^  elder;  these  are  evidently  syno- 
nymoos.  Bishop,  a  corruption  of  the  term  episcopusy 
ai^nifica  literally  an  i^verseer^  and  is  nsed  indiserimc- 
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natelj  for  elder  or  pastor.  This  appears  from  Paal^t 
iostriiction  on  the  subject  to  Titos,  whom  he  eomniands 
to  ordain  elders  in  every  city;  then  stating  the  qualifi« 
cations  essential  in  such  officers^  he  adds,  for  a  bishop 
must  be  blameless.  From  hence  we  may  safely  infer, 
that  whenever  in  the  New  Testament  we  meet  with 
bi!<hops,  elders,  or  pastors,  we  have  found  a  class  of 
character  neither  higher  nor  lower  than  a  minister  of 
Christ's  church,  a  shepherd  of  Christ's  flock.  The 
character  of  the  pastor  then  is  official,  and  distinct  front 
the  mass  of  the  people ;  be  is  called  to  superintend  and 
preside ;  upon  tl^is  ground  the  community  of  the  saints 
are  exhorted  to  hold  such  in  reputation.  Remember  them 
that  have  the  rule  over  youy  who  have  spoken  unto  you 
the  word  of  Gody  whose  faith  follow.  Obey  them  that 
have  the  rule  over  youj  and  submit  yourselves j  for  they 
watch  for  your  souls  as  they  that  must  give  an  account. 
Ministers  in  their  associate  capacity  are  denominated 
the  presbytery^  and  so  they  may  be  called  presbyters^ 
which  term  of  distinction  we  shall  find  applied  to  pas- 
tors, elders,  and  bishops,  indiscriminately,  during  the 
primitive  ages  of  Christianity. 

ORDINATION 

To  the  ministerial  functions  is  either  not  so  clearly 
stated  in  the  apostolic  w  ritings,  or  Christians  in  the  pre- 
sent day  do  not  so  clearly  apprehend  it|  hence  there  is 
some  variety  of  o;)inion  on  this  subject.  The  dispute  is 
not  so  much  on  the  thing,  as  on  the  way  in  which  it  was 
administered,  and  the  virtue  attached  to  it.  By  ordi- 
natinut  some  suppose  the  scriptures  hold  out  something 
more  than  the  mere  call  and  verbal  appointment  of  the 
church.  The  ministers  of  the  word  and  ordinances 
are  recognised  in  their  office  by  the  most  solemn  devo' 
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UoHf  and  the  most  significant  tokens.  Fasting,  PRATKm, 
Latino  oh  or  Hands,  and  thb  right  hand  of  fkl- 
ijowshif  are  the  signs  ef  this  office  and  ministration : 
thns  Christ  appointed  to  the  holj  work  his  apostles : 
thas  were  ^^  Barnabas  and  Saul  separated  for  the  work,'' 
and  thus  was  Timothy  set  apart,  with  instructions  in 
like  manner  to  commit  the  same  to  others  also.  If  thesa 
things  be  so,  it  seems  naturally  to  follow,  that  persons 
administering  ordination  as  a  rite,  ought  to  be  them- 
selves ordained ;  it  was  so  in  the  ^ase  of  Paul  and  of 
Timothy,  and  of  others,  nor  do  we  read  of  ordinaf  ion  any 
where  ii\  the  New  Testament,  without  the  recognitioa 
•f  oflklal  men.  But  here  let  it  be  observed,  that  im 
these  nets  of  ministers, 

THE  &IOHTS  OF  THE  OHUROH 

To  choose  or  approve  their  pastor  appear  never  to  bo 
disputed  nor  violated,  and  so  it  continued  for  the  firsi 
three  eenturies ;  and  so  it  will  be  preserved  with  sacred 
tenacity,  wherever  the  spirit  of  the  gospel  takes  the 
kad.  The  ministry  of  the  gospel  was  an  ordinance 
which  stood  solely  on  the  appointment  of  Christ,  and 
the  exercise  of  it  depended  in  no  wise  on  the  suffrage  of 
the  people ;  but  election  to  the  pastoral  office  eould  not 
take  place  without  the  gathering  of  a  church  and  the 
exercise  of  their  rights.    Women  were  proscribed. 

deacons. 

Their  character  and  office  seem  clearly  pointed  out 
from  the  circumstances  recorded  of  their  institution. 
They  were  called  to  attend  to  the  temporalities  of  the 
church,  <^  to  serve  tables,''  for  the  easement  of  those 
who  ministered  in  holy  things.  These  officers  were  call- 
ed and  elected  by  the  ehurcb»  and  ordained  by  the  apos* 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ  IC 


34  ChrisHan  8ocietie$.  Cent.  1. 

ties  (Acts  vi.  l.-i>6.)  Their  office  appears  to  be  perpe- 
tualy  from  the  direelions  giren  ia  the  Epistles*  con- 
cerDing  their  future  standing  and  help  in  the  churches. 
The  office  of  deacon  may  have  been  in  some  cases  united 
with  (hat  of  a  higher  and  more  sacred  order.  Pbilip, 
one, of  the  seven^  in  the  same  place  is  called  an  evange" 
list  J  bnt  the  office  of  deacon  itself,  seems  to  be  distinct 
and  separate  from  that  of  the  pastor. 

THB  £qUALITTy  UNITT,  AKD  IXOEPBNOBNOS, 

Of  all  christian  societies,  during  the  apostolic  age^  it 
*m  subject  worth3r  of  our  notice.  The  supremacy  of  Romey 
with   that  of  St.  Peter,  is  no  where  hinted  at  in   the 
sacred  writings.   Jerusalem  was  the  mother  chureb,  i.  e* 
here  the  first  gospel  church  was  instituted;  but  neither 
the  church  here,  nor  its  presbjter,  asserts  any  supreme 
authority  over  other  societies.     There  appears  to  have 
been  a  common  bond  of  union,  by  which  all  the  chare6e« 
maintained  a  general  fellowship,  and  happy  were  the 
effects  of  this  eonfederaey.     The  churches  of  Antioeh, 
Syria,  and  Cilicia,  (we  are  informed  in  the  Acts,)  were 
troubled  with  certain  jndaizing  Christians,  who  urged 
upon  them  Mosaic  rites,  upon  which  they  sent  deputies 
to  Jerusalem,  from  whence  they  obtained  counsel,  and 
the  strife  ceased,  (Acts  xv.)     The  church  at  Antioch, 
in  another  case,  feels  its  relation  to  the  church  at  Jeru- 
salem and  to  those  in  Judea.  Agabus  prophesied  a  great 
dearth  :  ^<  Then  the  disciples,  every  man  according  to 

•  1  Tim.  iii.  8—13.  And  it  is  worthy  of  note,  that  while  St. 
Paul  is  giving  directions  concerning  the  character  of  deacons,  he 
adds  something  concerning  their  wives.  Indeed  much  of  the 
character  of  a  roan  depends  on  the  character  of  his  wife.  Congre- 
gations, should  pay  attention  to  this  in  their  choice  of  all  charch 
o^ers. 
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lit  ability,  '.determined  to  leud  relief  anto  the  brethren 
vhieh  dwelt  in  Judea,  which  also  they  did,  and  sent  it 
ta  tlie  elders  by  the  hafids  of  Barnabas  and  Saul." 
Baek  was  the  intftreourse  between  the  churches,  that 
ereiy  brother  seemed  at  home  in  whatever  distant  and 
different  soeiety  he  by  Providence  might  be  east.  This 
idea  especially  applies  to  the  apostles  and  itinerant 
evangelists;  they  were  the  common  property  of  all  the 
ehnrehea  throughout  all  the  world,  and  Paul  declares 
them  all  bound  by  a  common  rule,  to  a£ford  to  him  and 
to  his  companions  in  labour  all  needful  support.  Such 
an  union  as  this  does  not  appear  to  have  destroyed  the 
frt0iom  and  independency  of  each  particular  church. 
^  Every  church  exercised  discipline  over  its  own  mem- 
bers, to  admit,  admonish,  or  expel,''  and  in  no  single 
instance  do  we  find  one  society  forcing  a  minister  upon 
another. 

THE  RITES  AND  CEREMONIES 

Of  the  apostolic  churches  were  simple  and  expressive. 
Tkejirsi  day  of  the  week^  theilay  of  the  Saviour's  gW 
rious  resurrection,  bears  the  denomination  of  the  Lord's 
BAT,  and  to  the  praise  of  their  risen  Lord,  we  find  it 
devoted  by  his  disciples.  The  Jewish  sabbath  was  not 
at  first  laid  aside,  but  it  is  very  evident  that  the  First 
Day  was  all  that  to  the  Christian  church,  which  the 
Seventh  was  to  the  Mosaie.  On  this  day  the  saints 
assembled,  and  spoke  to  one  another  in  psalms^  and 
hpmnMf  and  spiritual  songs  ;  the  scriptures  were  read 
and  expounded,  and  prayers  were  offered  op  ;  the  Lord's 
Sapper  was  generally  administered,  and  the  believers, 
in  these  serviees,  recognised  their  common  lot  as  pil- 
grims and  strangers  in  this  world,  and  anticipated  the 
glary  of  that  inheritance  reserved  for  them  in  heaven. 
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Bftptitm,  as  appointed  by  Chritty  was  adauiiifttered  opon 
profeftsion  of  faith,  to  tome  with  a  near^  to  others,  with 
a  remote  view  to  full  commanion.  Hoaaehold  or  iuaily 
haptism  also  was  practised,  and  see^s  very  general  in 
the  apostolic  ages.  There  were  also  the  agapwy  or 
feasts  of  oharity  $  these  do  not  appear  to  have  been  of 
ilivine  appointment,  and  thej  were  most  likely  laid 
aside  at  an  early  period.  On  the  Lord's  day  it  was  a 
eommon  practice  among  the  faithfiU,  to  lay  op  in  the 
chnrch  a  portion  (as  every  one  had  ability)  of  tlieir 
worldly  possession,  for  charitable  and  sacred  pnrposes. 


CHAPTER  IT, 

FersecutionS'^ErrorS'^Dwisions. 

Is  the  world  ye  shall  have  tribalation,  said  onr  Lord 
to  his  disciples,  and  it  shall  come  to  pass  that  whoso- 
ever killelh  you,  will  think  he  doeth  God  service.  The 
ehureh  fell  the  rage  of  the  Jews  first :  they  called  the 
Master  of  the  house  Belzebub,  and  put  him  to  a  emel 
death,  and  the  same  befel  the  household  presently  after. 
ImprisoDment,  stripes,  and  insult  attended  every  attempt 
to  teach  and  to  preach  Jesus.  The  loss  of  goods,  and 
the  loss  of  life  soon  followed.  Stephen  ^  led  the  noble 
army  of  martyrs.  James  followed  him  under  Herod 
Agrippa ;  and  Peter  escaped  only  by  a  miracle.  Nor 
were  distant  cities  exempt  from  the  like  persecutions, 
as  is  evident  from  the  commission  with  which  Saul  was 
invested  to  Damascus."  The  Jews,  not  content  with 
t)ie  exercise  of  their  own  power,  stirred  op  the  Romans, 
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hf  repmcntiog  ClirittiMiity  «  imfKeitdlj  to  the 
vvnMMBt;  ktB9e  the  gospel  was  oonsidered  as  a  i 
af  9tkmMimij  aa4  the  preaelien  and  professors 
-trottCad  as  tlia  sons  of  sedition.  The'  apostles  with^ 
dbll«w«lahoifreps  were  repeatedly,  in  varioas  prov 
laid  ijB  hands;  twiee  was  Paul  brought  before 
•ad  otte  of  bis  psaseriptions  ander  that  tyrant 
tm9  whale  years.  It  is  very  likely  sneh  treat 
finally  aMoed  in  his  martyrdom.  The  eonelnding  si 
•f  sariptaie  hiatory  leare  John  an  exile  in  the  in 
Pfttmas,  whkbar  he  was  banished  by  the  Roman' 
peiar  Danilian,  for  the  word  of  Ood  and  the  testin 
af  Jcaat. 

Bat  aaitlier  the  fire  of  persecvtion  witfaont,  nor 

light  of  divine  traCh]  within,  proved  effeetual  to  k 

the  ehoreh  in  the  unity  of  the  Spirit,  and  in  the  b 

af  perfectaoss.    Apostlea  themselves  were  hot  men,  • 

whea  left  to  themselves,  they  manifested  their  own  ] 

jadtees  and  passions.    The  first  debate  arose  ft*om 

attadiiseat  discovered  by  Jewish  eonverts,  to  their 

and  ritaal ;  these  they  enforced  not  onlj 

to  be  continued  among  Jews,  but  also  U 

ahsenred  by  Oentilo  converts,  and  so  the  faith  of 

gsspel  was  debased  and  corrupted.    Against  this  er 

Paul  directed  bath  his  preaching  and  his  pen,  proi 

that  asen,  whether  Jews  or  Gentiles,  were  justified 

hath  aaly,  without  the  works  of  the  law ;  and  that 

whale  of  the  Mosaic  ceremonies,  being  only  shadow 

Ainga  to  come,  were  abrogated  on  the  accomplisbn 

«f  the  Saviour's  mission. 

Aaelher,  aad  an  opposite  error,  arose  out  of  an  a1 
tf  the  doctrines  of  grace.   Some  affirmed  that  they  mi 
lire  in  ma,  beoaase  jootification  was  an  act  of  grace 
flivonr  of  the  ungodly,  throof^  the  righteoosnesf 
D 

^•^,  Digitized  byi^QOgle    *      ' 


mnaUier.^  J^ui  there  were  th«Mie  teverally  wlio  desied 
the  divinity  of  Christy  or  the  hamaaity  of  Christy  asoerted 
that  the  returreetion  was  paBted^  and  that  nbiglcd  the 
hateful  deeds  of  the  heatheUf  with  the  pure  senriees  of 
Christianity.  These  things  are  notieed  inthe  writiagt 
of  Paul)  Peter,  James,  and  John.  These  errors,  whieh 
so  early  erept  into  the  infant  ehureb,  arose  in  a  great 
measure  from  the  prevalence  of  pagan  philosophy,  to 
whieh  doubtless  Paul  alludes  in  his  refleetton  on  the 
cpposUion  of  science,  falsdy  $o  calledf  and  John  in  his 
delineation  of  a  deceiver  and  an  anUehriet,  Qutk 
philosophical  Christians  would  be  wise  above  what  is 
written,  and  with  their  science  opposed  the  pure  aad 
simple  doctrines  of  Christ,  or  so  eorrupted  them  that 
they  ceased  to  be  any  longer  the  grand  principles  of  the 
gospel. 

Error  will  always  produce  division,  and  indeed,  smae- 
times  the  smallest  diflTereuces  in  opinion  have  effieetcd 
breaches  wide  and  grievous.  In  the  Corinthian  cbareh 
a  spirit  of  partiality  had  prevailed  in  fkvonr  of  parti- 
oular  preachers;  this  partiality  had  led  to  faetioas 
separations,  and  envious  contentions :  this  the  apostle 
.condemned  as  carnal  and  worldly,  and  whenever  Chris- 
tians divide  on  subjects  non-essential  and  trivial,  the 
spirit  of  the  gospel  passes  the  same  sentence  on  theai. 
A  man  who  holds  the  head,  and  walks  in  newness  of  l\fkf 
though  he  differ  from  me  in  some  other  matters,  is  aa 
heretic  ;  but  if  I  refuse  to  commune  with  him  on  that 
account,  I  become  a  schismatic.  **  What  Ood  hadi 
joined  together,  let  no  man  put  asunder.'^  Chrtstiaaa 
are  all  one  in  Christ  Jesus.   To  divide,  then,  upon  pohita 

-*'  These  were  the  ancient  Antinomiaas,  a  word  derired  from 
-and  against,  and  nomos  a  Amu 
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wbieli  do  aat  aibet  Christianity,  is  sshism,  nd  a  breaeh 
sf  Ihmt  great  ebouaaiid-.''  Walk  in  lo?e." 


CHAPTER  V. 

The  8tatk  of  the  Cbristian  Church  trom  thk 
Closk  of  Scripture  History  to  the  Comolv- 
aioE  OF  the  First  Cesiturt. 

Hitherto  we  have  followed  the  sure  word  of  pro- 
jdbecjf/  it  has  been  a  light  to  our  feet :  heneeforward  we 
■atC  go  bj  haoian  tradition,  the  archives  of  whieh  wa. 
shall  often  find  to  be  a  dark  place.  However,  there  aro 
some  leading  prineiples  whieh,  if  we  take  with  as,  wa 
skaU  seenre  to  ourselves  a  guide  in  so  devious  and  un« 
eartain  a  way.  The  New  Testament  ehureh,  in  its 
caaoBieal  reeords,  has  sufficiently  ^fumished  us  with  a 
slaadard  of  essential  doctrinesf  snch  as  the  TVinity  in 
UmUf  ^  ike  divinity^  incamation,  and  atonement  of  Ood^s 
Son  /  the  influence  of  the  Holy  Ghost  in  the  application 
of  Ckrisl^s  work,  and  in  the  regeneration  of  the  soulj 
md  renewal  of  the  life.  Wherever  we  find  these  doctrines 
alive  in  their  effects,  there  we  find  the  ohuroh;  but  with* 
•nt  these,  we  have  no  traces  of  an  institution  deserving 
Ike  name  of  Christ.  Thus,  amidst  the  errors  and  divi* 
sioos,  the  disputes  and  contentions,  the  triumphs  and 
dtfbatSf  of  those  called  ecelesiastics,  we  have  still  tho 
%ht  of  divine  truth  to  help  us  in  our  researehet. 

The  saered  historians  leave  the  surviving  apostles  at 
diSertiit  periods.  The  Acts  ebnelndes  the  life  of  Jaaies 
the  son  of  Zebedee,  but  follows  no  other  to  his  d^tk. 
The  last  view  we  kavo  of  Peter  u  at  Antioeh^  probablf 
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akoHl  A.  i>.  fO.  His  first  Epistle  it  datdl  by  Clurittiaii 
•hroDoIogists  60,  aid  his  secoid  six  jem  after.  From 
ibe  way  in  wbieh  we  have  seen  tbe  apostles  and  tbeir 
•ompanions  employ  themselves,  we  may  safely  infer^ 
that  as  eireumstanees  would  permit,  they  eontioued  Cu 
the  end  of  their  days  in  going  about  in  the  service  of 
their  divine  Master ;  for  before  the  eonelusion  of  this 
tentyrj,  the  gospel  had  widely  spread  its  eonqaesta9 
bo^  among  Jews  and  Gentiles— the  far  greater  part  of 
the  Roman  empire  was  marked  with  its  triumphs.  Paul 
the  apostle  of  tbe  Gentiles,  alter  his  two  years'  confine- 
mtnt  at  Rome,  obtained  a  short  respite.  Aboat  this  time 
took  place  the  burning  of  Rome,  and  the  first  general 
massacre  of  the  Christians.  It  is  very  romarkable  tlml 
the  apostle  should  escape  this  sore  and  almost  nniver* 
lal  persecution,  for  be  was  either  a  prisoner  at  the  time, 
or  had  but  just  obtained  deliverance }  b«t  in  whiehe^er 
ease,  the  Lord  was  his  friend,  and  detiveied  him  ottt  of 
the  month  of  the  lion.  After  this,  his  own  writinga  m* 
timate  his  reimprisonment,  fttyn  which  it  seemo  lie 
again  escaped ;  but  his  martyrdom  soon  Mlowed.  By 
the  bloody  mandate  of  Nero  it  is  most  likely  he  Ml:  the 
sneeess  of  his  ministry  must  have  rendered  him  peon* 
Ihirly  hateful  to  sueh  a  prince  for  (probably  throngk 
his  preaching)  there  were  <<  saints  in  Csesar's  hoase* 
liold.'* 

The  vast  conllagration  at  Rome,  with  the  perseevtioa 
thereon,  forms  so  eoncpieiions  a  feature  in  tbe  history  of 
tUs  eentary,  that  it  nrast  not  be  suffered  to  pass  witlN 
•at  special  notice.  In  the  tenth  year  of  Nero^  ^^'gn^ 
a.  B.  •#,  this  event  took  place;  said  to  have  been 
kindled  by  his  own  order,  for  the  pleasure  of  gaaing  oa 
the  desolation  oeeasioned  thereby.  T^  exenlpate  bins* 
•elf,  he  laid  the  charge  upon  the  €hrietians>  a  people 
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mi  venal  I J  held  io  eon  tempt,  and  nothiDg  was  too  bad 
lo  be  imputed  to  them.  Taeitut,  the  famed  historian  of 
that  daj,  speaking  of  Nero,  and  of  the  event,  says,  <*To 
^  divert  sntpieion  lirom  himseifi  he  snbitituted  fietitiono 
'  eriminals  and  with  this  view  he  iniieted  the  most  ex« 
*^  qaisite  tortnres  on  those  men,  who  under  the  vulgar 
^  appellation  of  ChristianSy  were  already  branded  wUk 
^  deserved  infamy.  They  derived  their  name  from 
^  Cb&ist,  who,  in  the  reign  of  Tiberius,  had  suffered 
^  death  by  thesentenee  of  the  procurator  Pontius  IHIate. 
^  For  a  while  this  dire  superstition  was  eheeked ;  but 
^  it  again  burst  forth,  and  not  only  spread  itself  over 
^  Jttdea,  the  seat  of  this  mischievous  sectj  but  was  even 
^  introdueed  into  Rome  the  common  asylum,  whioh  re- 
^  ecives  and  protects  whatever  is  impure  and  atrocious. 
**  The  eonfessions  of  those  who  were  seized,  diseovered 
^  a  great  mnUtitude  of  their  accomplices,  and  they  were 
^  all  convicted,  not  so  much  for  the  crime  of  setting  fire 
*^  to  the  city  as  for  their  hatred  of  human  kind.  They  died 
^  in  torments,  and  these  were  imbittered  by  insult  and 
^  derision.  Some  were  nailed  on  crosses,  others  sewn 
tt  up  in  skins  of  wild  beasts  and.  exposed  to  the  fury  of 
^dogs;  others  again,  smeared  over  with  combustible 
^  materials,  were  used  as  torches  to  illuminate  the  dark- 
^  nesa  of  the  night.  The  gardens  of  Nero  were  destined 
^  for  the  melancholy  spectacle,  which  was  accompanied 
^  by  an  horse  race,  and  honoured  with  the  presence  of 
^  the  emperor,  who  iniogled  with  the  populace  in  the 
^  dress  and  attitude  of  a  charioteer.  The  guilt  of  th4 
**  ChristioMS  deserved  indeed  the  most  exemplary  punvsh" 
*^  rnent  but  the  puUie  abhorrence  was  cbanj^d  into  cem- 
^  miseration,  from  the  opinion  that  these  unhappy 
^  wretches  were  sacrificed,  not  so  much  to  the  rigour  of 
^jasciee,  at  to  the  erodty  of  a  jealous  tyraot.'* 
Ds 
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Tke  wrilerof  tbk  artieto  w»»«flMdlj  reiMtnMAIbv 
kMcantM  amI  graTiiy  in  bittonetttABtftil;  bat  bev9 
lie  gives  way  to  prejudioe,  even  H  an  wiCtHipecate  boaO 
of  eipresriott  ;  awl  t Wugb  be  exenlpaiM  the  OhritHaar 
fh»ai  tko  tkarge  of  burning  the  oity,  yet  lio  proaonoeer 
them  so  misehiemtm  as  lo  deserve  tke  meei  ejniaphiy 
funishmerdf  and  the  pMic  abhorrence^  If  soek  a  ooborb 
»Me4  man  as  Taeitns  eoirld  thas  writev  no  wonder 
Otteh  a  Uoodj  wroteh  as  Nero  eoold  nnfder  aoA  de^^ 
stroj  dieni. 

This  perseeution,  not  eonfined  to  the  eapiCal,  ragod^ 
by  the  edicts  of  the  tyrant,  throngh  the  empire  |  and^ 
most  probaiily  eontisoed,  though  wiAb  some  abatement 
of  its  fury,  to  the  end  of  Nero*8  reign,  a.  d.  09,  whe» 
this  nnhappy  man  laid  violent  hands  npon  himself,  nmi 
oo  **  delivered  the  world  from  the  manster^  and  ther 
Christians  from  this  bloody  seoorg^/*  The  reigns  of 
his  three  several  sneeessors  were  short,  and  so  oeeih* 
pied  in  wars  as  that  their  altentioa  was  diverted fromr* 
At  eoniempHhle  ChrisHane, 

The  time  is  now  some  in  whieh  Ood  shaU  begin  tor 
reekon  with  his  enemies,  and  to  verily  the  predietsona 
of  his  dear  Son,  whom  they  slew  and  hanged  upon  « 
tree,  a.  d.  70.  Titos,  sod  of  the  reigning  emperor  Voo^ 
pasian,  direeted  his  arms  against  the  Jewish  eiyiialy 
and  brottghi  destroetion  apon  it  to  the  uttemwst.  The 
ohoreh  of  Jesus  there,  befoie  the  dreadfal  eatastrophe^ 
it  is  said,  were  warned  by  some  divine  eommnnieatioa 
to  flee  from  Jerusalem,  whieh  they  did,  and  so  osoaped 
the  calamities  which  fell  on  that  -devoted  city. 

The  death  of  Nero,  and  the  politaeal  engagemewts  of 
his  sneeessors,  gave  the  ohnreh  rest  for  aboot  fifteen 
years ;  at  least  during  this  time  peroeention  was  not 
jgeneral;  many  oniollieo  no  doubt  wofofsmolised  aipov 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ  iC 


flliMfb  A  JDloiiiiflail.  m 

fte  Mlow«n  of  Christ,  but  (he  emperora  had  too  oMieh 
•poa  diefr  hnids  to  attend  to  the  Mfnnattono  broa^hl 
1^  ^eits  and  philoaopliert.  a.  d,  at,  Domitian  ae^ 
^ded  \M  the  imperial  dignity;  the  first  part  of  bis  reifpi 
was  not  amrked  with  that  fury  whieh  distiBf^oished  it 
«flerward«,  for  a  while  his  eondoet  was  reserved  and 
diottbtfiil.  From  the  eireamstanee  of  Chri»t*s  regal 
elaims,  a;  jealoitsy  had  prevailed  in  the  minds. of  some 
of  the  Roman  emperors,  for  fear  of  sueeeeding  claims  in 
the  same  fsmily,  especially  as  some  of  the  relations  of 
Jesus  were  reported  to  be  upon  the  watch.  The  grand^ 
none  of  Jnde  the  apostle  were  brouglit  before  the  sove- 
reign. He  demanded  their  parentage;  they  aeknow*  4[f 
ledged  themselves  to  be  of  the  same  family  as  Christ:  t  :'  * 
ht  inquired  also  of  their  possessions  and  inflaenee,  but 
Annd  them  poor  and  neglected.  Domitian  then  enter- 
iered  ipto  an  investigation  of  the  elaims  of  Jesus,  and 
his  kingdom.  Their  Master  had  famished  them  with 
an  anawer,  ^  My  kingdom  is  not  of  this  world. **  They 
jAnned  that  their  expectations  related  to  a  spiritual, 
aot  a  temporal,  establishment :  they  looked  for  that 
glory  whieh  should  appear  at  the  end  of  the  world, 
when  he  should  jndge  the  quick  and  the  dead,  and  ren- 
der  to  every  man  according  to  bis  works.  Upon  such 
a  testimony  the  fears  of  the  emperor  subsided,  he  saw 
ao  danger  likely  to  arise  from  soeh  pretensions  as  these^ 
«nd  the  sons  of  Jude  were  dismissed. 

But  alas  for  the  church  I  matters  finished  mit  thus. 
Domitian,  about  a.  o.  94,  commenced  a  most  cruel  per- 
aeention,  and  many  were  put  to  death  upon  the  charge 
of  miheism^  a  common  accusation  brought  against  Chris- 
tians in  those  days,  beeanse  they  refused  to  worship  the 
yagan  gods.  Among  those  that  fell  vietims  to  his  rage, 
«!tm  the.  eonmidJ'tovMs  Clemenai  his  own  eoasio^  aoi 
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Domitilla,  wife  of  the  consul;  the  former  he  put  to  the 
■word,  and  the  latter  he  banishfd  to  the  island  of  Pan- 
dataria.  By  an  ediet  of  banishment  also,  was  the  apos- 
tle John  exiled  to  Patmos,  where  he  had  that  divine 
tommtmicatum  recorded  in  his  book  of  Revelation* 
At  this  time  John  must  have  been  far  advanced  in  life. 
In  the  year  96,  Domitian  was  slain  by  his  own  relations^ 
and  Nerva,  his  successor  in  empire,  concluded  the  per- 
secution by  releasing  those  who  were  condemned,  and 
recalling  the  banished.  This  happy  interval  restored 
the  beloved  disciple  John  again  to  the  church. 

John,  at  this  period,  in  all  probability,  was  the  onlj 
surviving  apostle;  it  is  generally  aiiknowledged  he 
finished  his  days  at  Ephesus.  Tradition  has  preserved 
iome  fhigments  coneerning  this  venerable  man.  ^  Be- 
ing now  very  old,  and  unable  to  say  much  in  public. 
Children^  love  one  another^  was  his  constantly-repeated 
•ermon.  Being  asked  why  he  told  them  only  one  thing, 
he  answered  nothing  eke  was  needed.  He  lived  three 
or  four  years  after  his  return  to  Asia,  having  been  pre- 
served to  the  age  of  an  hundred  years,  a  pattern  of  cha- 
rity and  goodness  greater  than  we  can  describe.'* 

The  uninspired  records  of  the  first  century  preserve 
little  worthy  of  credit  or  detail.  The  epistle  ascribed 
to  Barnabas  is  a  libel  upon  the  character  of  an  apostle. 
And  the  work  of  Hermas](Rom.  xvi.  14)  is  such  a  farra- 
go, that,  had  it  been  sent  to  Paul,  he  would  have  com- 
mitted it  to  the  flames^  and  have  been  no  persecutor. 
The  Epistle  of  Clement  to  the  Corinthians  is  an  excep- 
tion. Paul  calls  him  his  feUoW'lahouTer^  and  adds, 
whose  name  is  written  in  the  book  of  life*  He  is  believed 
to  have  been  bishop  of  Rome,  from  whence  Ins  epistle 
is  addressed,  in  which  all  the  leading  truths  of  the  gos- 
fei  are  recognised,  and  that  sound  parity,  oo  jieculiar  te 
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Chrisduky,  ttroBgly  re«MiiiieBile<l.  ^  Hit  epittle  was 
rtad  m  duuij  primitive  ehnrehes,  and  was  adailred 
cxeeediD^ly  by  the  antieati/*  It  bears  a  ttroni*  reseaH 
klaoee  to  Um  «pef  tolie  writinge,  bat  oothiog  if  urged 
tkereia  aa  diTiae,  Bor  aay  thiag  ealevlated  te  ekeritb  an 
aalMly  aad  proad  priaeiple  of  brdly  rale  io  tke  paito- 
ral  oSee.  It  breathea  the  irae  spirit  of  a  aerrant  ef  tb* 
lawly  Jeaoa.  Sacne  eitiaeta  wUl  be  gives  in  lie  rt« 
iiew  of  tha  aaatary. 

The  liereties  propagated  ia  this  age  aamiol,  eeageft* 
idly  with  ear  deeiga,  be  deliiicated  here.  Bafllea  il  ta 
aay,  Umi  Ihty  were  priaeipally  elaani  aader  thrta  de* 
aaawaariamj  the  Oaoaltcs,  the  Hocalop^  the  Jniontiei^ 
aad  indeed  ta  eoe  elaaa  they  nttght  be  redaead,  iaaaaiueh 
aa  tkey  agreed  ta  desy  the  praper  di?i»^y  ar  teal  ha- 
af  ear  adoraUe  Lard. 


CHAPTER  VI. 

Rfef  iBW  OF  THB  First  Cbnturt. 

At  laa&s  tanpartaat  period  in  ehwreh  histarfaaiinot  be 
saviewed,  it  is  in  this  age  we  shall  find  whatever  is  deav 
te  the  Chriatiaay  aad  whatever  is  essestial  to  ChristiaB*- 
ity.  It  wiH  be  adaiitted  that  the  doeoaMaiU  a#lhis  aga^ 
after  the  elsse  ef  scripture  eanan^  are  ia  BNHiy  iaatanaea 
vary  daubtM  guides :  the  best  and  perhaps  the  ealy  yiwf 
ia  wbiah  to  try  them  is  ta  eeMpave  thtai  with  the  testis 
anwy  af  Holy  Writ ;  as  fkr  aa  they  bear  »vaseBriifcBe» 
ta  it  they  may  be  eeifsidered  as  geaaine.  Herttiea  ia» 
afler  agee  would  net  Ibrge,  ear  originate'wriffags  in 
oauinMtie*  of  seriptare  doetrineai  aad  these  daatiiiee 
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being  already  to  be  foimd  in  taered  writ^eonM  aflbrd  bttt 
a  jerj  feeble  motive  to  belierers  in  thoee  doetrinet  to 
praetiie  deeeit  in  attempts  to  eonfira  then. 

The  most  authentie,  and  therebre  the  moat  Talaahle 
writing  of  this  eentnrj  is  CUment^B  Bfi$tk  to  the  CtarcJk 
•/  CarifM.  It  is  stated  by  Mr.  Milner  (from  mhm^ 
▼alnable  work  we  shall  eitraet)  to  have  been  wriltett 
abonl  the  year  94.  The  oeeasioo  of  this  letter  seeas 
to  have  been  the  prevailing  spirit  of  seetarianism^  mmI 
separation,  eeelesiastieally  ealled  sehUm.  He  refers  to 
the  matter,  declared  to  the  apostle  Panl  by  the  Imise^f 
Chloe,  in  whieh  there  had  been  divisions  severally  m 
favonr  of  Paul,  and  Apolios,  and  Cephas.  He  eondenaa 
the  same  spirit  as  prevailing  at  the  time  he  wrota» 
<f  Do  take  np  the  writings  of  the  blessed  apostle,  what 
did  he  say  to  you  in  the  beginning  of  the  gospel  ?  Tmly 
by  divine  inspiration  he  gave  you  direetions  eoneeniing 
himself,  and  Cephas,  and  Apollos,  beeause  even  then  ye 
were  splitting  into  parties.  But  your  party-spirit  had 
then  less  evil  in  it,  beeause  it  was  then  exereised  towards 
apostles  of  eminent  holiness,  and  towards  one  much  ap* 
proved  of  by  them.  But  now  consider  who  they  are  that 
have  subverted  you,  and  broken  the  bonds  of  bratberlj 
love.  They  are  shameflil  things,  brethren,  very  shame- 
fhl :  Oh  tell  it  not  on  Christian  ground,  that  theaneiei^ 
and  floonshiag  ehureh  of  Corinth  has  fallen  out  with 
their  pastors,  from  a  weak  partiality  for  one  or  two  per* 
sens.  This  ramonr  hath  not  only  reached  ns.Christiaafy 
hot  is  spread  among  infidels,  so  that  the  name  of  God  le 
blasphemed  though  your  felly,  and  your  own  spiritual 
health  is  endangered  indeed.''  He  refers  to  seme  his- 
torieal  facts.  ,^  Set  before  your  eyes  the  holy  apostles. 
Through  envy  Peter  underwent  a  variety  of  afflietioBO, 
and  having  snSered  martyrdom,  went  to  the  dae  plaeeaf 
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ffmrj.  Tliro«gli  eiiTjr  Paal  obtanied  at  length  the  re- 
wmrd  of  hb  patienee;  hafitigseveB  times  been  east  into 
•haiBft,  beirg  fcourged,  •toned,  having  preaehed  the  gos- 
pel in  the  Bast  and  the  West,  he  obtained  a  good  report, 
du««gh  fkitb,  preaehing  nghteootnest  through  the 
varid  to  the  utmost  bounds  of  the  West ;  and  suffering 
martjrdons  from  prinees,  he  Icit  this  world  and  reaeb^ 
the  shore  of  a  blessed  immortality.-— Through  the  godly 
oanrenation  and  labours  of  these  men  a  great  multituch 
of  the  eleet  was  gathered  together,  who  through  enyy 
were  aflUeted  with  eruel  torments,  and  obtained  a  good 
report,  through  faith  among  us.  Through  the  same  evil 
priaelple  even  women  among  us  have  sustained  the  most 
orvel  and  unrighteous  sufferings,  and  have  finished  in 
patient  Ikith  their  eourse,  and  received,  notwithstanding 
the  weakness  of  their  sei,  the  prize  of  Christian  heroes.'' 
The  riews  of  this  early  father,  on  the  Deity  of  Christ — 
the  atonement— 4he  offiee  of  the  Spirit — the  election  of 
graee  are  introdueed  in  an  artless  and  unargumentativo 
way,  ehiefly  for  a  praetif al  purpose.  <<  Our  Lord  Jesus 
Christ  the  Seeptre  of  the  Majesty  of  Ood  eame  not  in  the 
pomp  of  arrogance  or  pride,  though  who  can  understand 
the  thunder  of  his  power,  but  he  was  meek  and  lowly. — 
Lei  us  steadfhstly  behold  the  blood  of  Christ,  and  sea 
how  precious  it  is  in  the  sight  of  God,  wbieh  being  shed 
Uf  our  salvation,  hath  procured  the  graee  of  repentance 
Ibrall  the  world.— All  these  (speaking  of  the  Old  Tes- 
tament  fathers)  were  magnified  and  honoured,  not 
through  themselves,  not  through  their  works,  but 
through  his  will.  And  we  also  by  his  will  being  called 
in  Christ  Jesus,  are  justified  not  by  ourselves,  nor  by  our 
wisdom,  or  understanding,  or  godliness,  or  by  the  works 
which  we  hare  wrought  in  holiness  of  heart,  but  by 
Jhith,hy  which  the  Almighty  hath  Justified  all  who  arev 
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0r  ha^e  hten  justified  from  the  l>esiiiiiiiig*  If  the 
nests  of  the  Spirit  be  so  preeious  wliat  mist  be  tho  Ihfaji 
which  God  hereafter  hath  prepaoed  for  them  tha4  «Mt 
for  him.— Let  us  go  to  him  in  sanetificatiai^  of  hfmrty 
lifting  up  holy  hands  to  him,  infloeneed  bj  the  lov#  •f 
tttf  graeioDS  and  eompassionate  Father,  vho  hath  m%Am 
Qfli  by  his  election,  his  peculiar  people.  Binee  therefoc^ 
If  e  are  the  elect  of  God,  holy  and  beloved  let  as  woiic 
the  works  of  holiness.'^ 

The  first  records  of  the  Christian  chorch,  both  inspir- 
ed and  uninspired  will  enable  the  reader  to  determine  mt 
onee,  what  was  the  faith  of  the  primitive  Chriatians. 
He  cannot  hesitate  whether  they  were  TrinikariaH  or 
JifUUrinitarian.  I  do  not  assert,  nor  even  insinuate,  that 
the  faith  of  the  early  church  can  be  reduced  to  tfa^  arti- 
cles and  expressions  of  the  Athanaaiaa  and  Nieen^ 
creeds,  but  historical  verity  obliges  us  to  say,  that  the 
laith  in  question  approaches  much  nearer  to  the  spirit 
of  these  creeds  (abating  the  damnatoi^  clauses)  than 
that  view  of  the  divine  unity  which  is  given  in  modem 
creeds,  in  opposition  to  the  doctrine  of  Jehovah,  Father, 
Son  and  Spirit,  creeds  that  assert  the  oneness  of  Christ's 
nature  in  opposition  to  the  **  Word  made  flesh"— who 
as  concerning  the  flesh  came  of  the  fathers,  but  who  is 
over  all,  God  blessed  forever :  creeds  that  declare  the 
blood  of  Christ  to  be  of  no  more  value  than  the  blood  oi 
a  goat  or  of  a  lamb  or  of  a  martyr,  in  opposition  to  iln 
being  called  ^*  precious  blood'-'^the  blood  ofpropUiaium^-^ 
Vie  blood  of  the  evevlasHng  covenant,^*  or  with  Clement 
<<  blood  precious  in  the  sight  of  God."  How  these  things 
can  be,  is  not  for  the  historian  to  say,  he  only  recsrds 
the/acrand  let  UnUarian$  make  good  the  denial  of  it  if 
they  can. 
Upon  these  principles  was  established  that  ^  oonma- 
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titj  of  tbe  dmiplet  of  Jesas  wliieh  was  called  Hit 
Cbui^ob— a  word  denoting;  no  more  than  focie^y  or  iw- 
MtMjf  and  it  tometimet  used  in  the  New  Tettament 
w^k  erident  analogy  (o  the  eommon  ntei  to  tjgnify  (he 
ulitfe  eommnnity  of  Chrigtians  considered  at  one  bodji 
tf  whieh  Christ  is  denominated  the  head|  and  tometimet 
irij  a  partienlar  eongregation  of  Christians.    In  thit 
general  toetety,  founded  in  the  unity  of  their  ikitb,  their 
htpe,  their  love,  eemented,  as  it  were,  by  a  eommunioni 
tr  joint  participation,  as  occasion  offered,  in  religioat 
slices,  in  adoration,  in  baptism,  and  in  commemoration 
tf  the  tnfleringt  of  their  Lord,  preserved  by  a  mott 
friendly  interconrse,  and  by  fVequent  instructions,  admo* 
aitions,  reproofs  when  necessary,  and  even  by  exelosioa 
tf  Ihbte  who  violated  such  powerful  and  tolenm  engage*- 
■eatt.      In  all  thit  there  wat  nothing"  of  thit  world 
^nothing  that  interfered  with  the  temporal  powert. 
They  claimed  no  jurisdietion  over  the  person,  the  liber- 
ty, the  property  of  any  man.    And  if  they  eipelled  out 
«f  their  own  tociety,  and,  on  tatisfying  their  conditiont^ 
readmitted  thote  wlio  had  been  expelled,  they  did  in 
thit  only  exercise  a  right  which  any  private  company 
may  freely  exercise ;  namely,  to  give  the  benefit  of  their 
own  company  and  conversation  to  whom,  and  on  what 
terms,  they  judge  proper.     The  Christians  every  where 
ackaowledged    themselves   the    subjeett  of  the   tUte 
whether  monarehical  or  repilbliean,  absolute  or  free,  un- 
der which  they  lived ;   entitled  to  the  same  privileget 
with  their  fellow-tubjects,  and  bound  at  much  at  any  of 
them,  to  the  observance  of  the  laws  of  their  country. 
They  pleaded  no  exemption  but  in  one  case ;    a  eate 
wherein  every  man,  though  not  a  Chrittian,  hat  a  natu- 
ral title  to  exemption ;  that  it,  not  to  obey  a  law  which 
it  anjntt  in  ittelf,  and  whith  he  it  pertuaded  in  hit  eon- 
B 
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teitnee  to  be  io.    Bot  in  regard  to  rights  oMrely  o| 
personal  or  private  natnrei  oyer  wbieb  the  indirWIi 
hM  ft  greater  power,  Ut  from  being  pertinatfioas  fti*i^  rf 
era  of  these,  they  held  it  for  an  ioTariaUe  naum,  thalP 
if  mneh  better  to  snffer  "wrong,  than  either  to  eomsIM 
to  avenge  it"  *   -*- 

Reviewing  the  history  of  the  past  hundred  years, « 
are  stroek  with  a  train  of  events  forming  the  most  s^  rj^i 
morablo  era  the  world  ever  witnessed.    The  revival*^ 
the  Spirit  of  prophecy,  after  a  suspension  of  foor  hi 
dred  years ;    the  ineamation  of  the  Son  of  (iod, 
manifest  in  the  flesh ;   His  life,  miracles,  ministry, 
death  $  His  resurrection  and  ascension  $  the  endowi 
of  his  apostles  on  the  day  of  penteoost ;  their  lives, 
boors,  and  the  spread  of  the  gospel,  by  their  mei 
the  ends  of  the  earth.  Thus  we  have  seen  a  oarpbm 

AND   TWELVE  FISHERMEN  SUEDUE  THE  WOELD.      TJ 

lose  their  lives  in  the  enterprise,  and  yet  are  eoiiqoei 
The  blood  of  the  martyrs  is  the  seed  of  the  ehnreh, 
a   the  close  of  the  century  the  system  is  established, 
its  ministers  and  eonfessors  are  in  every  eity.      WhsAi 
bath  God  wrought 
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CHAPTER  I. 

I  State  of  the  Church  at  the  Commencement  oftRe 
Century, 

Tin  peried  exhibits  the  ehareh,  at  to  exteroal  eir- 
▼ery  similar  to  the  former.  In  Ihe  year  ea, 
thfu  amaned  the  Roman  parple :  with  his  aets  the 
btsry  of  the  seeeod  eeatory  mast  coromenee.  His  sac* 
eeners,  ei^t  in  namber,  will  furnish  the  civil  power 
kmg  this  era.  The  Jewish  polity  is  now  no  more  | 
MjuXj  and  temple  destroyed,  and  the  whole  nation 
Mattered  and  peeled.  Perseention  from  this  quarteri 
vfcere  li  commenced,  is  at  an  end,  and  their  craeify  re- 
sraed  open  their  own  heads.  Bat  Satan,  the  great  ene- 
ijef  Christ  and  his  people,  will  take  care,  to  the  utmost 
rhk  power,  to  provide  a  supply  of  wrath.  Pagan  fury 
ithoot,  error  and  dissent  ion  within,  folly  demonstrate 
le  vigilance  of  the  powers  of  darkness. 
The  aposilesj  and  probably  all  their  eoadjotors,  the. 
mentnt  evangelists^  had  finished  their  career  before  this 
nod.  The  great  characters,  presently  to  be  consider- 
,  were  doubtless  some  of  them  disciples  of  the  last  sur- 
fing apostles.  The  labours  of  the  apostolic  age  hav- 
f  been  so  generar  and  so,  successful,  the  far  greater 
rt  of  the  civilized  world  contained  numerous  converts 
Christianity ;  henea  the  itinerant  ministry  ordained 
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pattors  IB  every  ehoreh :  to  that  im  fntore  we  tkall  fioA 
IIm  eharaeter  of  bkliep  er  presbyter  tke  tableet  of  blit^ 
ryi  rather  than  that  of  apottle  or  eTaagelist. 

We  haTO  a  fair  apeemen  of  the  ipir^(  of  the  timet,  im 
the  eorrespoadenee  bet weea  Pliay,  governor  of  By thima, 
and  his  master  Tn^ii.  The  date  of  these  letters  is  a.  d« 
i07.  The  design  of  Pliny's  address  is  to  ask  the  omr 
peror  how  he  is  toeonduet  himself  towards  the  Chris- 
tians in  his  provinee,  whom  he  states  to  have  so  inereas* 
od,  that  '<  they  are  widely  spread  over  the  eities  and 
<<  villages,  and  have  reached  even  the  farm  houses,  so 
<<  that  the  temples  are  deserted,  and  the  saered  solemni* 
« ties  sospeaded.''  He  adds,  ^  My  method  with  tba 
<<  Christtaas  who  have  been  impeached  as  sueh,  has  bee« 
«<  this :  I  interrogate  then^  Are  yen  Christiaas  ?  If  ihey 
M  avowed  it,  and  persisted  so  to  do,./  ordered  ihem  to  te 
«  exeeuUd  oa  the  epatp  tar  whatever  their  profession  of 
^  religioa  might  be,  I  had  not  the  least  doabt  that  sack 
<<  perverseness  and  inflexibility  certainly  ouf^  to  h% 
^fmUked.  From  their  affirmations  I  learned  that  tha 
<<  sam  of  all  their  offeaeo,  sail  it  fisnit  or  error,  was,  that 
<<  on  a  fixed  day  they  used  to  assemble  before  snn-rise^ 
^  aad  sing  together  hymns  to  Christ,  as  a  deity  ;  binding 
^  themselves,  by  the  most  solemn  engagements,  not  ta 
*^  eommit  any  manner  of  wiekedness.  This  serviee  be» 
^  ing  eoneluded,  it  was  their  eustom  to  separate,  and 
<<  meet  together  again  for  a  repast,  promiseuous  indeed, 
<<  but  perfeetly  harmless.  For  farther  information,  I  put 
<<  two  damsels,  ealled  deaeonesses,  to  the  torture;  but  I 
<<  eould  extort  nothing  from  them,  but  the  aeknowledg- 
<<  ment  of  a  snperslition,  depraved  as  immoderate  ^  and 
^  therefore,  desisting  from  farther  investigation,  I  hast* 
<<  ed  to  eonsult  you.V  The  emperor,  in  his  reply,  ap« 
plaads  Pliny's  eonduet,  and  agrees  with    him  that 
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^  Thej  are  not  to  be  hunted  tip  by  informert^  ktU  if  tm* 
^peaefM  and  convicted j  they  should  he  executed,  only 
<*  with  this  restrietion,  that  if  any  person  deny  that  ht 
*  is  a  Christian,  and  demonstrate  it  by  supplicating  th« 
^  gods,  howerer  suspioioos  his  eondoet  may  have  been 
''belbre,  his  penitenee  shall  secure  his  pardon." 

tJpon  the  fkce  of  this  correspondenee,  two  things  are 
evident.  First,  that  the  Christians  were  not  engaged 
to  commit  wickedness,  but  were  perfectly  harmless  ;  and 
that  no  manner  of  accusation  was  established  against 
them,  except  concerning  their  God.  And  tbis,  in  the 
Second  place,  is  their  crime,  for  which  they  are  to  he 
executed.  Their  religion  is  considered  a  depraved  and 
immoderate  superstition,  and  as  such  its  professors  ought 
to  he  punished  with  torture  and  death.  Thus  we  see  phi- 
losophy, both  moral  and  political,  up  in  arms  against 
Christianity.  And  what  do  they  thus  persecute?  A 
system  harmless,  aud  persons  innocent,  themselves  being 
judges.  What  the  effect  of  this  imperial  edict  in  By* 
thinia  was,  is  easy  to  conjecture* 

IGNATItrs, 

Bishop  of  Antioch,  is  the  first  character  of  distinction 
presented  to  our  view  in  this  century.  It  is  said  he  had 
presided  over  the  church  in  that  city  nearly  forty  years, 
and  had  received  his  appointment  under  the  sanction  of 
the  apostles.  Trajan,  in  his  expedition  against  the  Par- 
thians,  a.  d.  107,  halted  at  Antioch.  Ignatius,  hitherto 
protected,  now  voluntarily  presented  himself  before  the 
emperor.  In  this  act  it  is  evident  he  was  influenced  by 
a  false  zeal  for  martyrdom.  Christ  commanded  his 
disciples,  when  persecuted  in  one  city,  tpUiee  to  another ; 
but  this  good  man,  through  some  mj^ke  in  Judgement, 
adopted  an  opposite  course.    It^if^ms,  by  this  surrender 
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ol'  liuii»tt«i|  li«  iitf^d  l^ftf  peate  Um  wraikof  the  priikety 
Uodlcd  agpLiDtt  tb«  ehnrcb«  and  iharehgr  Mevn  U  hin- 
self  Uiat  arowa,  whieh  ha  oaght  ta  have  eonaidered  at 
ihtt  toirereign  gift  of  Qad,  and  aol  tka  reward  af  a  voU 
MtUmry  huwulUy.  But,  aatwUluUiidinf  thia,  IgiuUuM 
ranks  high  j  the  paritj  of  hit  liley  the  deTotedaeta  af  bk 
oiiimtryi  the  warmth  of  hia  aSeatioiit,  all  ga  ta  f  rave 
bim  a  good  soldier  of  Jesus  Christ.  Whai  aintt  have 
been  the  feeliaga  af  thit  holy  man's  floek  ander  these 
cireonrataneea  ?  For  the  event  deprived  them  of  fbesr 
venerable  and  truly  eieellent  pastor.  Trajan  gave  eata* 
oiandment  that  <<  he  shoald  be  earried^  bonad  by  aal« 
diera,  to  great  Romoy  there  to  be  thrown  ta  the  beaata 
for  the  entertainment  of  the  people.'' 

The  martyrdom  of  this  primitive  biahap  affords  seesiea 
truly  interesting.  Being  eondemned  to  suffer  at  Iha 
aapitaly  he  was  taken  immediately  by  bis  guards  to  Seln* 
tia^  from  whanae*  by  ship,  after  a  troublesome  voyaf^ 
he  arrived  at  Smyrna. '  Here  he  was  allowed  to  staj 
some  little  time,  and  to  visit  Polyearp  bishop  of  tlia 
ahureh  there.  Polyearp  was  well  known  to  the  illaa* 
trioas  eaptive:  it  is  aaid  they  had  been  fellow  diseiplea 
af  the  apastle  John.  Affceting  must  have  been  the  in- 
terview !  Here  he  was  met  by  elders  and  deaeoas  fnMU 
the  Asiatie  ehurehes,  deputed  taattend,  andsympaihisa 
with  him,  and  to  reeeive  some  spiritual  instruetiou  from 
bim.  This  journey,  though  it  were  the  jonmey  of  deaths 
proved  no  small  blessing  to  the  followers  of  Christ,  for 
while  h6  rested  by  the  way,  he  wrote  letters  to  the 
ehurehes,  to  eomfort  and  eonfirm  them  in  the  faith. 
These  epistles  are  seven  in  number,  and  well  authen- 
ticated. Four  of  them  were  addressed  from  Bmyma,  to 
the  ehurehes  of  Ephesas,  Magnesia,  Tralles,  and  Roma. 

In  his  letter  to  the  Bphesians,  the  eharaeter  of  that 
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k  ditti^piiilMd  m  a  ■uumer  imrij  mailar  to 
lieMiMfttiMi  giTca  m  the  A^oeAlypte.  Ht  wfmkn 
k%hlj  •#  their  hiAt^  Onesimus  /  probabi j  lie  was  the 
nae  petsoa  notieed  ia  the  writiags  ef  Pavl.  These 
ktters  add  seiaethiag  to  ear  stock  ef  iafbraiatioa ;  they 
iatrodoee  two  Asiatie  eherehes,  Magnesia  aad  IValks, 
whieh  otherwise  had  been  anknowa  to  as,  together  with 
seow  thea  entnent  servaats  of  the  Lord. 

^  liie  tiaie  whieh  he  was  allowed  to  spend  at  Smymiiy 
ia  eoaipaay  with  his  belored  Folyearp  and  other  fVteodsy 
anst  have  been  highly  agreeable  Co  hiai.  But  bis  keep- 
ers were  iaipatieut :  the  season  fbr  the  pabiie  speeta- 
eles  at  Rome  was  advaneiag.  They  aow  set  sail  for 
Troaa,  where,  at  his  arrival,  he  was  ehcered  with  the  news 
of  the  perseeatioa  having  eeased  at  Antioeh*  Here  also 
several  tharehes  sent  their  messengers  to  visit  and  salute 
hia^  and  Provid^iee  so  far  restrained  the  inhumaaity 
of  his  guards,  that  he  was  allowed  to  have  intereonrse 
with  them."  From  henee  he  dated  the  three  last  epis- 
tlea  of  the  seven.  They  were  addressed  severally  to 
Fhiiadelphia.  Smyrna,  and  Polyearp. 

The  epistles  to  Philadelphia  and  Smyrna,  like  that 
IsEphesas,  eorrespond  with  the  seriptnre  character  of 
those  ehnrehes.  One  sentence  we  cannot  fbrbear  intm- 
dnemg.  Speakiag  of  the  jadaizing  spirit  still  ia  exists 
enee  both  among  Jews  and  Cleniiles,  he  observes,  ^  Bat 
if  both  speak  aot  of  Jesus  Christ,  they  are  to  me  pillars 
aad  sepalehres  of  the  dead,  on  which  are  written  onijf 
tkt  wames  of  aiait."  The  last,  to  Polyearp^  breathes 
the  holy  fervoar  of  a  seal  devoted  te  God,  and  urges 
apoa  that  pasUu*  the  eontinoatioa  of  that  conduct  im- 
portant in  every  ounister  of  Christ.    It  runs  thus : 

**  1  exhort  thee,  by  the  gnme  with  which  then  aK 
*^  elothedy  to  apply  thyself  to  Ihy  course,  and  to  exhort 
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^  ally  that  thaj  may  be  sayed.  Do  Jastiee  to  thy  tla- 
M  tion  in  all  diligence  both  temporal  and  npiritnal.  Bo 
« ttndioos  of  that  bent  of  blessing*,  nnity.  Bearwitk 
M  ally  at  abo  the  Lord  doth  with  thee.  Bear  with  all 
^  in  eharitjy  at  thon  aluo  dost.  Find  time  for  prayer 
^  withont  eeasing.  Ask  for  more  understanding  than 
^  thon  hatt  at  present.  Watch,  possessing  a  spirit  ever 
^attentive.  Speak  to  each  separately,  according  to 
^  the  help  of  God.  Bear  with  the  diseases  of  all,  as  a 
<^  perfect  combatant.  The  more  labour  the  more  re* 
<<  ward.  If  thon  loye  only  the  obedient  disciples,  thon 
^  evideneest  no  grace.  Rather  bring  into  orderly  s^b* 
«<  jecting  the  turbulent  in  meekness.  Every  wound  is 
<<  not  cured  by  the  same  method  of  application.  Watch 
^<  as  a  divine  wrestler,  thy  theme  is  immortality  and 
^  eternal  life.  Let  not  those  who  seem  experienced 
^  Christians,  and  are  yet  unsound  inr  the  fkith,  staggcrr 
^  thee.  Stand  firm  as  an  anvil  continually  struck.  It 
<<  is  the  character  of  a  great  wrestler  to  he  mangled  and 
<<  yet  to  conquer.  Be  more  studious  than  thou  art.  Con* 
<<  sider  the  times,  and  expeet  him  who  is  above  all  time, 
^  who  is  unconnected  with  time,  the  invisible  One  made 
«  visible  for  as, — the  impassable  but  passable  for  us  ; 
^  who  bore  all  sorts  of  sufferings  for  us.  Let  not 
«  widows  be  neglected.  Next  to  the  Lord  do  thon  take 
<<  care  of  them.  Let  nothing  be  done  without  thy  cog- 
<<  nizance.  Do  thon  nothing  without  the  mind  of  God. 
'<  Let  assemblies  be  more  frequently  held.  Seek  out 
"  all  by  name.  Despise  not  slaves  of  either  sex  5  yet 
«  let  them  not  be  puffed  up,  but  serve  more  faithfully  to 
*»  the  glory  of  God,  that  they  may  obtain  a  better  liber* 
**  ty  from  God.  Let  them  not  desire  to  be  set  at  liberty 
<>  at  tlie  charge  of  the  church,  lest  they  be  found  slaves 
^  sf  lusL    If  any  can  remain  in  chastity  for  the  bsasidr 
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•  •r  the  Ijordy  let  then  do  to  without  boasting.  If  choj 
**  hMuty  they  ere  loot ;  aad  if  the  man  set  higgwelf  np 
<*  above  the  biohop,  he  is  lost.  It  behpvoo  the  marrioi 
^  Co  eater  into  that  eonnexioa  with  the  oonseiit  of  the 
'^  bishop,  that  their  marriage  maj  be  alter  the  will  of 
*<<  God,  and  not  to  fiitfil  the  lasts  of  the  flesh.'' 

From  Trees,  bj  a  eireaitoas  route,  partly  by  load  and 
partly  by  sea,  Ignatius  was  at  length  brought  by  the 
sddiers  to  Ostia,  an  Italian  port  a  few  miles  from  the 
ei^ital,  where  he  was  met  by  some  Roman  Christians, 
who  expressed  their  wish  to  interfere  for  his  deliyer^ 
awe  %  but  the  oU  diseiple  was  bent  on  martyrdom.  H* 
was  aeeordingly  brought  to  Rome  and  giyen  up  to  the 
pfelbot  of  the  eity.  His  exeeutioii  soon  followed;  be* 
kf  attcaded  by  the  brethren,  he  was  allowed  to  pray 
wUk  them.  He  was  then  led  into  the  amphitheatre  and 
flm  heaata  let  out  upon  him,  and  here  he  was  speedily  in^ 
dUged  with  the  aeoompUdiment  of  his  desire,  as  es> 
in  one  of  his  epistks*  The  bodies  of  the  beasta 
his  graTe,  fbr  nothing  remained  exeept  a  few 
whieh  the  doaeons  gathered  up,  and  afterwards 
hufiad  at  Astioeh. 

The  eharaetor  of  Tn^  is  by  hia  historians  eelebni- 
led  no  hmane  and  benevolent }  bat  we  have  seen  that 
pagan  Tirtae,  and  pfailooophioal  urbanity,  ean  con^ire 
to  put  Christians  to  death.  The  reign  of  this  prinee 
saotiaiied  about  twenty  years,  daring  whieh  period  the 
•diets  against  the  Ikithfttl  eontinued  in  (hll  foree,  and 
ametioned  the  exeeution  of  multitudes.  But,  notwith« 
itaading  all  this  persecution,  the  ehureh  inereasod  on 
ofory  hand;  Asia  and  Europe  filled  with  diseiples,  and 
great  graee  was  upon  them  alL  From  the  above-noticed 
epistles,  it  is  evident  that  the  pastors  and  brethren  still 
abode  by  the  apostles'  doctrine  awl  fellowship,  a  spirit 
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•f  harmony  and  brotherly  anion  prevailed  throoglMMift 
the  laered  body,  and  Christ  was  magnilcd  as  ili^r 
BMne  Lawgiver  md  SXng. 


CHAFFER  n. 

■tats  Of   Chrmtiawitt    during  the   Rkions    of 
Adrian,  Antoninus  Pivs,  akd'Marcus  Aurelixts. 

Jtfsliii  Mariytj  Fclycarpj  Lyons  ond  Vienn$f 

The  reign  of  Adrian  eommeneed  withont  any 
edicts  against  the  Christmas^  bat  he  either  fergat^  mm 
was  disiaelined,  to  abrogate  those  which  were  eaforaaJ 
under  the  former  emperor:  hence  persecution  eoi^nuod 
to  annoy  the  ehnrch.  The  malia ions  pagan  priestheod, 
with  the  help  of  their  yotaries,  ccmtrived,  by  evaduig 
the  law  against  infermers,  to  bring  the  floek  of  Chriat 
to  the  slanghter.  They  were  demanded  by  the  foiiova 
infatuated  populace  for  the  public  games,  and  tba  magi*, 
trates  were  too  much  inclined  to  indnlgo  these  ernel^ 
ferocious  requisitions.  By  these  nMans  mnltitad^ 
perished,  and  the  theatree  of  aaiusement  streamed  with 
Christian  blood.  Un^r  these  eiroumsUincesi  Aristi4e«, 
aeitiBcn  and  philosopher  of  Athens,  and  QuadratiM^ 
bishop  of  that  city,  presented  vindications  of  Chiia* 
tiaaity  to  the  emperor,  stating  the  injustice  of  such  ff^ 
eeedings  against  their  brethren.  Sereaius  Oraniaaiia^ 
the  proconsul  of  Asia,  joined  his  iniuenee  in  the  saaaa 
oaase.  These  remonstrances  taken  together,  had  a 
happy  effect  upon  the  mind  of  the  prince,  and  he  gare 
•rdars  that  in  future  tba  Christians  should  not  bo  saori* 
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fieed  to  tJie  httj  of  tbe  people,  unieM  publicly  charged 
md  Ugmlljf  emidemned  by  the  Mom&n  law.  Bat  dot)  tbe 
gfCftt  fteenter  of  the  brethren  found  means  to  keep  aluro 
the  embers  of  a  perseeating  spirit,  so  that  notwithstand- 
ing soflM  little  relief  was  afforded  by  the  aospiees  of  the 
eaperor,  jet  the  Christians  found  themselfes  far  from 
beivg  oAt  of  danger. 

A  new  and  unexpected  sonree  of  suffering  opened  to 
Christians  remaining  in  Judea.  The  Jews,  ever  will- 
ing to  be  deceived,  embraeed  the  pretensions  of  one  Bar- 
^oehebas  (who  called  himself  the  star  foretold  by  Ba- 
laam), and  repaired  to  his  standard ;  and  beean»e  the 
disoiples  of  Christ  refused  to  enlist  in  this  rebellion, 
wmmj  of  them  were  pot  (o  the  sword.  This  event,  dis- 
ailrova  to  those  Christians  thus  eircumstaneed,  maj  be 
foomdered  radher  as  a  political  insurrection,  than  a 
penecntioii* 

Ahtokihus  Pivs,  a.  b.  138,  succeeded  on  the  death 
sf  Adrian*  This  emperor,  from  all  we  can  gather^ 
•eeastnot-Coho  chargeable  with  martyr's  blood.  We 
hare  teen  above,  that  the  capital  punishment  of  Chris- 
tiaaa  was  prohibited  but  upon  conviction  of  real  crime  $ 
to  that  the  heathens  invented  another  method  of  attack^ 
by  charging  the  vices  of  some  few  hereties  upon  the 
whole  Christian  body.  They  were  aeensed  of  alhrismy 
inesily  iafantieide,  with  other  abominations.  These  en- 
lomaies  were  relhted  by  Justin  Martyr  in  his  famous 
apology  delivered  to  the  emperor  in  the  third  year  of 
his  reign.  ^  Antoninus  was  a  man  of  sense  and  huma- 
ai^,  and  desirons  of  doing  justice  to  all  mankind."  He 
commanded  that  the  behaviour  of  magistrates  towards 
the  Christians  shonM  he  regulated  by  the  edict  of  A- 
dfiaa.  About  this  time  some  earthquakes  proved  dis- 
aslrena  to  sof eral  Asiatic  eities,  HFhieh  calamities  were 
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aseribeil  to  ^o  tury  of  the  go^s,  awakeaed  hf  fbe  OfircMl 
of  CkriftioBitj,  and  the  impnnitj  with  whieh  it  eoeayo4> 
Ifaay  of  the  Chrii  tiant  were  laeriieed  lo  the  pretended 
anger  of  the  offeaded  deities*  The  wioe  aod  eqaitable  Aa- 
toniaat  was  aot  to  be  t«ipo«ed  on  bj  these  measares,  and 
aeeordiiigly  pablished  his  own  will  aad  |deatBre  on  tho 
subjeet.  His  Edict  deser?es  to  bo  mserled  here  an  a 
tribute  to  his  memorj. 

^  The  Emperor  to  the  eomvoa  eoaaoil  of  Asia. 
1  am  qaite  of  opinion  that  the  gods  will  take  eate  to 
diseofer  sneh  persons ;  for  It  maeh  RKire  eoaoems  thesi 
to  paoish  those  who  reflise  to  worship  them  than  joo, 
if  thej  be  able ;  hot  yon  harass  and  vex  them,  and  ao* 
ense  them  of  atheism  and  other  ertmes,  whieh  yon  eaa  hy 
no  means  prove.  To  them  it  appears  an  adrantage  ta  Mo 
for  their  religion,  and  they  gain  their  poiat,  while  they 
throw  away  their  lives,  rather  than  eompiy  with  your 
injanetions.  As  to  the  earthquakes  whieh^  have  happen- 
ed in  past  times  or  lately,  is  it  not  proper  to  remind  yon 
of  your  own  deipondeney  when  they  happened,  to  desire 
yon  to  compare  your  spirit  with  their^s,  and  to  obsenre 
how  serenely  they  confide  in  Ood  ?  la  sneh  seasons 
yon  seem  to  be  ignorant  of  the  gods,  and  negleet  their 
worship;  and  yoa  live  in  the  practical  ignoranee  of  the 
supreme  Ood  himself,  aad  yoa  harass  aad  perseeate  to 
death  those  who  do  worship  htm.  Coneeming  these 
men,  some  others  of  the  provincial  governors  wrote  to 
our  divine  father  (Adrian),  to  whom  he  retaratd  an* 
swer,  that  they  should  not  be  molested,  unless  they  ap- 
peared to  attempt  something  against  the  Roman  govern- 
ment. Many  kUp  have  signified  to  me  eoneeming  tbeoo 
men,  to  whom  I  have  returned  an  answer,  agreeable  to 
the  maiims  of  my  father.  But  if  any  wiH  still  aeevse 
any  of  them  as  saeh  (as  CkristiaM),  let  the  aocnsed  be 
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Mqttttcd,  ihoagk  he  appear  to  be  a  Ckmtiai,  aad  lei 
tteMeMerbepttnUked." 

This  eAet  was  set  ap  at  Ephesm,  ia  the  eommoii  at* 
•e«hl J  «»f  Asia,  and  we  are  informed  that  it  wa«  pot  hi 
eieestioo.  The  emperor  also  wrote  lo  the  same  pur* 
pert  to  tha  other  parts  of  hk  domiaioDs.  Then  had  the 
elwrebet  r^t,  and  walking  in  the  fear  of  Ood  were  edi« 
ied  aad  increased.  Afler  the  lapse  of  twenty  years,  tha 
death  of  this  jnst  and  benign  monareh  made  way  for  the 
aeeessioa  of  Mabcus  Aubelius  a  prinee  of  a  very  dif* 
ftreat  eharaeter,  and  severely  the  ehnreh  found  it  so. 
Be  profeBsed  m  the  general  measures  of  goveromevt  to 
he  aa  imitator'  of  his  predeeessor,  and  as  a  sovereign  he 
Is  well  spoken  of;  hut  towards  the  ChriMians  he  earrteA 
it  with  great  fury.  Whether  he  formally  revoked  the 
ediets  of  Pius  is  nneertain,  but,  despising  the  apologies 
af  ittstin  and  others,  he  listened  to  the  absard  ealam* 
Mes  of  pagan  devotees,  and  eneooraged  the  faithless 
rahfala  to  perjure  themselves  m  the  aeeasation  of  inno- 
cent Christians.  The  Martyrdom  of  Juntin,  of  Poly« 
earp,  mad  of  the  confessors  of  Lyons  and  Vienna,  stani 
aa  as  indelible  stain  upon  his  character.  The  date  of 
ftia  reign  is  i61  to  180. 

losTiM  MarttBi 

Tboagh  by  much  the  jonior  of  Polyearp,  yet  his  death 
•taodi  first  on  the  bloody  catalogue  of  Aurelius.  Thia 
p^eat  man  waa  born  at  Neapolis*  in  Samaria,  of  gentile 
parents,  and  branght  ap  to  the  st«4y  of  philosophy.  In 
thcili  eaereises  he  pursued  a  course  of  investigatioli 
which  rather  bewildered,  than  enlightened  his  mind. 
Stscalisfied  with  these  studies,  he  gave  hiouelf  to  retire- 


*  fii  KTiptare  called  Sychsm. 
P 
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mtnU  ^  When  taking  one  of  his  eontemplative  walks  bj 
the  seaside,  he  providentially  met  an  aged  Christian  on 
the  shora,  where  he  was  musing,  and  one  question  having 
led  to  another,  the  stranger  directed  him  to  the  Hebrew 
prophets  as  more  aneic^nt,  and  infinitely  wiser  than  all 
the  philosophers.  He  opened  to  him  the  leading  prin** 
eiples  of  the  Christian  dispensation,  and  exhorted  him 
above  all  things  to  pray  to  God  and  his  Christ  to  en- 
lighten his  understanding.  They  parted,  remained  «n* 
known  to  each  other;  but  from  that  moment  a  new 
fleene  opened  to  Justin's  view.  He  examined  the  scrip- 
tures of  truth  and  became,  professionally  at  least,  a 
Christian ;  to  confirm  him  in  which,  the  serenity  of  the 
Biartyrs  greatly  contributed."  Thits  is  the  finger  of 
God  I  Tbe  conversion  of  Justin  brought  him  to  Rome, 
where  he  presented  to  the  emperor  Pius  his  first  apology,  ' 
the  happy  effects  of  which  have  been  noticed.  Upon 
this  he  repaired  to  Ephesus,  where  he  combated  the 
errors  of  the  Jews,  and  laboured  to  persuade  them  into 
the  acknowledgement  of  the  gospel  of  Christ.  Abont 
the  year  163,  he  returned  to  Rome.  The  edicts  of  An- 
relius  against  Christianity  roused  his  spirit,  and  he  ad* 
dressed  the  emperor  on  tbe  subject;  this  rather  irritated 
than  softened  the  temper  of  the  times.  Crescens,  a 
philosopher,  a  man  of  abandoned  life,  whom  Justin  had 
Tcproved,  laid  an  information  against  him  before  the 
prefect  of  tbe  city,  and  procured  his  imprisonment. 

Justin  and  six  others,  companions  in  tribulation,  were 
brought  before  the  magistrate,  and  urged  to  renounce 
their  profession,  and  sacrifice  to  the  gods ;  but  standing 
iast  in  their  attachment  to  the  crucified  ohe^  sentence 
was  given  that  they  should  be  first  scourged^  and  then  be- 
headed f  according  to  the  laws.  In  this  decision  the  dis- 
ciples rejoiced  that  they  were  cofinted  worthy  to  suffer. 
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Tkeir  dead  bodies  were  obtained  by  tbe  ChrisUan»y  and 
eMUBitted  to  tbe  doit  '<  in  tare  and  eertaia  hope  of  a  ro» 
siiTMtifMi  to  eternal  life."  Thus  fell  Justin  (Mimamed 
tbe  martyr  from  tbe  event  of  his  death),  tbe  first  man 
of  letters  that  adorned  the  ehureh  suiee  tbe  apostlo 
PanI ;  and  however  sincere  and  able  his  attempts  to 
serve  tbo  divine  cause,  it  is  to  be  wished  that  he  bad 
satertaiaed  as  low  an  opinion  of  learning  and  philoso- 
phy as  that  great  apostle  did.  Justin  bad  bis  defects, 
bot  tbey  were  not  in  that  part  of  bis  eharaeler,  where 
ssaodneee  is  essential  to  approbation.  He  loved  tbe 
Iratby  and  resisted  onto  blood,  striving  against  sin. 

VOLYOARP, 

We  have  already  seen,  was  bishop  of  Smyrna,  and 
AelHend  of  Ignatius.  The  place  of  his  birth  is  un- 
known, but  the  date  of  it  was  in  the  apostolic  age. 
Arehbishop  Usher  produces  strong  evidence  in  proof  of 
bis  being  tbe  angel  of  the  ehureh  at  Smyrna,  addressed 
by  tlie  divine  Saviour,  through  the  medium  of  John's 
▼isien.  If  so,  it  is  also  very  probable  that  he  received 
his  appointment  to  that  station  by  the  recognition  of 
that  eminent  apostle.  He  survived  the  pastor  of  Antioeh 
sixty  jears,  and  proved  a  most  valuable  aequisition  to 
the  ebareh.  Having  been  a  eotemporary  of  the  imme* 
tfate  disciples  of  Christ,  he  was  furnished  with  much 
traditionary  report  eoneerning  his  life  and  miracles. 
IreMens  informs  us  that  he  took  great  delight  in  relat- 
Bg  soeb  things.  There  is  preserved  to  us  an  epistle  of 
bis  Co  the  Pbilippians,  in  which  he  gives  full  proof  that 
be  both  knew  and  loved  the  truth  as  it  is  in  Jesus.  Little 
mare  ie  known  of  bis  life  and  labours ;  but  we  are  in 
posBessioa  ef  some  few  things  relating  to  his  last  suf- 
feriifs. 
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Folycarp  did  not,  at  Ignatini,  offer  himtelf  for  nartyr- 
4oii9  Mt  aeeeptiog  deliTeraaee,  but  prudently  eadea- 
rmired  to  avoid  it.  Nevertheleis,  the  bloodboonds  of 
Aureltiit  eventually  found  bim  out  At  tbis  time  tlM 
popular  rage  ran  so  high  against  the  poor  Cbristians, 
*tbat  many  of  them  were  thrown  to  the  wild  beasts  for 
tibe  amusement  of  savage  pagans.  Folyearp  was  de^ 
■nnded,  and  orders  given  that  be  shonid  be  sought  for. 
Hearing  of  this,  be  was  prevailed  on  by  bis  affeetionato 
toek  to  flee;  be  aeeordingly  retired  to  a  village  not  far 
distant,  where  be  prepared  for  bis  departure  out  of  this 
life,  by  praying,  not  only  lor  himself  and  for  his  people^ 
but  for  all  the  ehurehes  sojourning  in  this  evil  world. 
I'his  retreat  being  soon  discovered  by  his  perseeutors, 
be  fled  to  another  village,  elosely  followed.  At  night 
his  pursuers  entered  the  house  in  which  be  was  eoneeal* 
ed,  from  whence  he  would  attempt  no  escape,  but  coqi« 
mitted  himself  to  them,  saying,  the  will  of  the  Lord  (• 
done.  The  good  man  ordered  food  to  be  set  before  the 
loldiers,  and  begged  one  hour  for  prayer,  which  being 
granted,  so  wrought  upon  the  passions  even  of  bis  ene- 
mi^,  that  they  expressed  themselves  sorry  to  be  under 
the  ilfeessity  of  apprehending  so  venerable  and  divine 
a  matt. 

When  he  had  finished  praying,  they  set  him  upon  a« 
sisl,  and  brought  him  to  the  entrance  of  the  city,  where 
he  was  met  by  two  officers  of  state,  who  took  him  up 
into  their  chariot,  and  urged  upon  him  submission  to  the 
laws  of  the  prince.  What  harm,  said  they,  can  it  be  to 
invoke  Lord  CcBsar^  and  to  offer  sacrifice  to  his  image  f 
At  first  he  made  no  reply,  but  being  pressed,  he  said,  I 
Ivill  not  follow  your  advice.  When  they  saw  persee* 
iion  availed  not1iin$^,  they  treated  him  with  eontempt, 
and  thrust  him  ^mU  of  the  chariot  with  such  indigoe* 
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tftNi  and  violence^  that  the  good  old  aaa  reeotred  a 
braite  in  the  faee;  bat  hist  courage  remaiDed  andaDnted, 
aad  as  if  he  had  tak^  do  harm,  moved  with  steady  step, 
aider  the  eonduet  of  his  guards,  to  the  Stadium.*  Here» 
amidst  great  tumult,  a  voice  was  heard  as  if  from  above, 
^  Be  shrong  Fotycavf  and  play  the  man.'*^  This  might 
faive  eome  from  some  Christian  eoneealed  in  a  eoniigu- 
•as  elevation.  From  hence  he  was  led  to  the  tribunal. 
Great  was  the  noise  as  soon  as  it  was  known  that  Poly- 
carp  was  apprehended.  The  magistrates  being  seated^ 
the  barbarous  trial  commeiieed. 

FroccnsuL    Are  you  Polycarp  ?  • 

Folyearp,    I  am. 

jRro.  Pity  thy  age,  old  man.  Swear  by  the  forfunt 
of  Cctafy  repenty  reproaeh  Christ,  and  I  will  release 
thee* 

Fol.  Eighty  and  six  years  have  I  served  him,  and 
he  hath  never  wronged  me,  and  how  shall  I  blaspheme 
my  King,  who  hath  saved  me  ? 

Fro,    Swear,  I  say,  swear  by  the  fortune  of  Csesar. 

FoL  Hear  me  frankly  declare  what  I  am.  I  am  a 
Christian. 

Pro,  I  have  wild  beasts.  I  will  expose  you  to  them, 
anless  you  repent. 

FoL     Call  them.     Our  minds  are  not  to  be  changed. 

Fro.  I  will  tame  your  spirit  by  fire,  since  you  des- 
pise the  beasts,  anless  you  repent. 

FoL  Yon  threaten  me  with  fire  which  burns  but  for 
a  moment,  while  you  are  ignorant  of  the  eternal  fire  into 
which  the  wieked  shall  be  east,  at  the  future  judgment. 

*  A  place  where  the  exeroiies  of  strength,  agility,  or  manhood, 
SB^  at  racing,  wrettlii^}  kc.  wsre  performed. 
FS 
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But  wky  dm  joa  dd«y  U  poMth  ?  D»  ivlwi  y«« 
pIcMe. 

•  H«reopoii  tfie  eMmteaautt  mi  die  martyr  dnplaycl 
peenliar  graee :  tht  firoconsal  wmt  otefsted,  «s4  dwicd 
the  examtnatio^  hj  orderkig  the  herald  te  stake  p«9- 
etamatien  thriee,  ^  Peljcarp  hath  prefceiei  hioMelf  a 
ChrMtiaiK"  Qreat  were  the  ehoatnige,  hoth  ef  Gemiloe 
and  Jews.  They  reqaetted  that  a  Ken  eheald  be  let 
on  t  a  pen  hkn  ;  thn  being  denied,  wi<ii  one  Teiee  Aef 
demanded  that  he  theald  be  burnt  aliTe.  To  tbie  the 
magistrate  assented,  and  the^  Jewe  (eyer  ready  to  every 
evil  work)  not  a  little  distinguished  themselves '  in 
gathering  fuel  for  the  oeeasien.  The  eervant  of  God 
employed  the  interval  in  prayer.  Preparation  for  the 
f  re  being  finished,  he  prepared  for  the  ietne.  Tkey 
were  guing  to  nail  him  to  the  etake  |  <<  Let  me  reneain 
(said  the  martyr)  as  I  am,  for  he  who  giveth  me  strength 
to  enstain  the  fire,  will  enable  me  to  remain  nnmoved." 
Patting  his  hands  behind  him,  they  bound  him,  *^  as  m 
distinguished  ranh  seUetsdfrom  agreo^  JSoelr."-*Agaia 
he  prayed,  and  when  he  had  pronounced  Anaw  aland 
they  kindled  the  fire ;  but,  after  a  while,  fearing  lest  lie 
should  not  eertainly  be  dispatehed,  an  officer,  standing 
by,  plunged  his  sword  into  hie  body*  His  bones  were 
afterwards  gathered  up  by  hts  friends  and  buried. 

LT0N8  AND  VIENXK, 

Two  cities  of  Gaul,  (now  called  France,)  afford  a 
proof,  not  only  of  the  wide  spread  of  the  gospel,  bnt 
also  of  the  opposition  it  met  with,  under  the  govern* 
ment  of  Anrelios.  How  long  ehnrebee  had  been  plant* 
•ed  here,  is  uncertain  ;  but  at  this  time  they  appear  te 
liave  been  abundant  in  disciples.  Lyons  and  Vienne 
were  both  sulyeci  to  Roohui  authority :  eaeb  had  iti 
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PiPtbjtT';  PtfihiMt  ilned  Qsialed  U  the  fomer— Ire^ 
Mest  t«  tile  butter.  The  tufferiogs  ef  tliese  elNifelMt 
«N  detaiM  ij  kenievs,  in  an  efNttle  te  tke  bretbrett  im 
Asia  «a4  niryfte^  firem  wfrieh  o«r  liifomktiiNi  k  dt^ 


Tlie  pefMeifti#ii  eemmeneed  ky  the  fsriois  attack  af 
tW  payalaee,    Chrfotiant  did  aat  dare  to  appear  ia  aaj 
paMie  plaeety  aaeh  aatbe  markets,  tlie  batlit,  aor  learee- 
\j  m   tile  street »)  maeh  lets  eeald  they  aMeaihle  far 
warahtp,  wHhoat  the  ^alett  daager.     They  were  ac^ 
aafe  in  f  lietr  awn  houses.    They  were  plandered,  dra|^ 
1^  oa  the  groand,  ttont^,  beaten,  and  aeeased  to  the 
aiagistrate  of  the    mont  abommabfe  erimes.     At!  the 
leader  tiesnf  relalionship  were  tKssolved  5  the  father  de- 
Krered  ap  the  son  lo  death,  and  the  son  the  ftrther.     la 
«riar  to  anice  theai  reeant,  and  abandon  their  profes- 
sioa,  the  mo»t  eroel  tortures   were  inflteted.    The  ia- 
haaHiii  raler  eommanded  them  to  beseoargedwifh  whips^ 
to  be  seorehed  by  apply inf;  heated  brazen  plates  to  the 
aMst  tender  parts  of  the  body.     To  prepare  theai  for  a 
renewal   of  sueh  barbaroas   treatment,   they  were  re- 
aMnded  to  prison,  and  again  brought  forth,  some  to  a 
repetitiaa  of  similar  ernelties,  others  to  die  nndrr  the 
hamb  af  their  perseeatofa.    Pothinos,  one  of  the  pas- 
tarsy  upwards  af  niaety  years  of  age,  worn  out  with  hia 
labours,  satered  these  diaboHeal  indignities  ;  and  expir- 
ed ia  prison.     Various  were  the  ways  in  wbieh  the  mar- 
^ra  were  pot  to  death  :  some  were  thrown  to  the  beasts^ 
.  others  roasted  ia  an  iron  ehair,  and  many  were  beheaded. 
The  sufferings  of  a  pious  female,  and  a  magnaoimoua 
yaotli,  itged  ifteea,  deserve  particular  «otiee.^    The 
fMid  woaiaa  waa  saspeaded,  by  a  rope,  orkhta  reach  of 
<iieheaatS4  baA  aat  betag,  at  that  iime,  girea  ap  by  Pro- 
ta  Iba  §my   of  ihaae  smm^f  afe  waa  takea 
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dtwBy  and  cut  into  prwMu  Oa  tlio  Utt  day  of  (1m 
•peeUdet,  she  was  again  brought  forth,  attended  by  Um 
youth.  Thoy  were  ordered  to  i near  by  the  goda ;  reftn« 
ing  whieh,  their  tortares  were  repeated,  i»ith  every  ag- 
graTation,  till  at  length,  the  youth,  abiding  firm  in  tlio 
fkith)  gare  up  the  ghost.  And  now,  the  female  ebampi- 
on,  having  endured  stripes,  the  teeth  of  the  beasts,  aad 
the  iron  ehair,  was  inelosed  in  a  net,  and  thrown  to  a 
wild  bull :  after  having  been  tossed  some  time,  to  the 
BO  small  gralifieatton  of  the  base  mob,  she. breathed  out 
her  soul,  and  was  nmnbered  with  the  noble  army  of 
martyrs. 

Irenseus,  notwithstanding  the  eonspienoos  station  ha 
oeeopied,  appears  to  have  outlived  this  violent  storm, 
Ood,  sometimes,  wonderfully  preserves  has  saints  :  all 
are  in  his  hands,  and  they  are  preeioos  in  his  sight, 
hoth  in  life  and  in  death,  a.  d.  lao.  Marens  AureJiaa 
was  ealled  to  stand  before  the  divine  tribunal,  where 
Trajan,  and  Nero,  and  Pilate,  had  been  arraigned  be- 
fbre;  and  whera  these  obstinate  and  inveterate  enemies 
of  Jesus  Christ  have  been  fully  oonvineed  of  his  eternal 
power  and  Godhead* 


CHAPTER  m. 

Tbb  Rbionof  Commodus,  and  thr  8tatb  of  the 
Church  to  the  end  of  tub  Cbnturt.' 

««  In  the  evening-tide  it  shall  bo  light"  Twenlf 
yesrs  now  remain  to  eonelude  tho  eeatnry;  daring 
which  seaimn,  for  the  most  part,  tho  ehnreh  applies  the 
healing  balm  to  her  wounds,  and  reeraits  hor  8treB|lk 
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C<HtMO»irt,  MB  of  the  ewperpr  whmt  hi—iy  reiga  we 
haTC  JMt  dimiiiedy  in  the'  ^ei  of  philetephj  end  peln 
ties,  is  •■worthy  of  raeh  e  flitber;  \mt  Christieiiity 
ha3e4  hie  mssMnptios,  m  e  day  of  ddsreniBee.    The 
ehereeter  of  Conmodttt  wee  far  frem  beieg  that  of  ^a 
heaoorable  aad  Tirtnoat  maa  |  he  is  deteribed  at  the 
■loet  ahaadoaed  aad  Tietoas  of  ail  auirtalt.    ThiOf  God 
everraledlfer  the  peaee  of  hit  peopie,  by  aiahiag  evea 
his  aahaly  passtea  aa  eeeasioa  of  good  to  the  ehoiek 
Mama,  a  wobmii  of  aieaa  raak|  was  the  favoarite  eo»- 
cahiae  of  this  prinee.    By  whatsMaas  she  was  hnioght. 
ta  tiuak  well  |af  the  Chiistiaiis,  we  are  not  iafbnaedf 
hot  each  was  her  opinion  in  their  favour,  that  she  obn 
ployed  all  her  inflaenee,  with  the  enperori  on  their  be- 
half.   The  perseenting  ediets  of  Aorelios  were  revoked^ 
and  those  of  Ibrmer  sovereigns,  against  informers,  were 
eaforeed.    Coainiodas  went  farther,  and  made  infornta* 
tion  a  eapital  oflfenee.    Appolloaios,  a  Roman  eitizea 
and  philosopher,  had  deeidedly  esponsed  the  faith,  and 
as  a  Christiaa  wasaeeased,  by  aa  iafermer,  before  P^ 
reaaia  a  jadge*    In  eempliaaee  with  the  lev,  he  asr 
cordiogly  gave  sentenee  egainst  the  aeeoser,  asd  his 
legs  were  broken.    But  the  issue  proves,  that  though 
Csaimbdas  had^doae  somethiag  against  the  eaeniee  of 
Christiaas,  yet  he  had  not  abrofptted  those  laws,  by 
wUah  Chvisttaniiy  was  deenwd  a  eapital  eriatt.  Heaeo 
this  nngistrate  had  sliliaa  epportaaity  of  shawiag  his 
dislako  t*  the  Ibllowers  of  Jesus.     He  re^aested  with 
■aeh  earnestness  thai  Appollonias  weald  address  the 
leaate,  then  assembled  i«  ewirt.     The  Christiaa  orator 
teasplied,  aad  thae  eonvieled  himself  $  aad  the  seaaie 
deereed  that  he  shooid  he  beheaded.    Probably  had 
ApoliofiiBs  hoM  hifr  peaee,  he  had  eseaped.     However, 
he  fiiH  IB  ajgaad  eaMoe,  aad  doi^tlese  reeeived  the  erowm 
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of  life.    This  was  a  Nogular  ease,  and  moot  liktslj  - 
knowo  to  the  emperor.     The  goipel  now  lloarithedy  i 
eiplei  ioereased  throygh   the  empire,  and  tome  of 
nobility  were  added  to  the  nunber.    After  the  death  i 
Commodus,  a.  n.  192,  three  emperors  sueeeeded  in  J<| 
than  three  years.    During  their  reigns  nothing  parti 
ular  transpired  in  relation  to  the  ehoreh.    But  upon  t| 
aseonsion  of  Sarsaus,  in  the  year  104,  affairs  wc 
changed ;  the  ministers  at  Lyons  were  grievonsly 
rassed,  and  many  proTinees  were  dyed  with  the  blood  < 
martyrs.    The  reign  of  this  sovereign  runs  into  the  Bcsi 
eentnry,  in  which  period  more  partieolars  will  paaa  i^ 
review. 


CHAPTER  IV. 

DoctriuBS  ;  Brranand  DimsUms  ;  Oovemrnent ;  MUes 
and  CeremonieB;  Christian  WriUrs}  Bemew  oftha 
Century. 

Im  the  wRiTivosofthose  holy  men  whose  prodoetioBs 
are  preserved  to  us,  the  Dootrinxs  held  in  the  elinreb» 
during  this  eentury,  are  displayed  most  nnequivoeallj. 
The  antiquity  of  ihese  writings  none  dispute,  and  that 
they  are  as  aneient  as  the  second  century  is  evident 
from  the  doctrinal  likeness  they  bear  to  the  writings  of 
the  apostles.  Such  doctrines  were  not  so  clearly  stated 
in  succeeding  ages ;  hence  a  fair  conclusion  that  thej 
belong  to  those  men  to  whom  thoy  are  ascribed.  The 
faith  of  the  church  in  the  eternal  three,  the  Sony  and 
the  Father f  and  the  Spirit ^  is  beyond  controversy.    Thii 
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[}oDH«A9  of  Chkzst,  AS  Ood appenHfig inJJesh^h  equal- 
j  pUa.  The  atonement  cf  Christ j  as  made  in  his  lift 
mi  death,  is  asserted  to  be  the  groand  of  a  sinner's 
kithy  hj  whieh  he  escapes  death.  The  election  of  saints 
ii  expressed  in  terms  elear  and  deeisire  :  Predestinated 
kfore  the  world  to  be  perpetually  permanent  in  glory, 
btmovcMe,  united,  and  elect  in  the  genuine  suffering,  by 
fttf  will  of  the  Father  and  of  Jesus  Christ  our  Qod.  The 
ketrine  of  sAKOTiFioATioirwas  evident  in  their  lives, 
jieir  enemies  being  witnesses. 

The  errors  whieh  dislingnished  this  eentorj  were 
ehieij  sneh  as  had  been  maintained  in  (he  apostolie  age. 
Borne  few  converts  to  Christianity  still  adhered  to  Jew- 
kh  rites.  But  the  prineipal  corruption  of  the  New  , 
Testament  system  consisted  rn  the  denial  of  the  real  hu- 
Btaity  and  sufferings  of  Jesus.  And  one  tbing  is  wor- 
tby  of  remark,  that  in  every  instance  wherein  the  human* 
i(y  of  Christ  is  denied,  an  attack  is  made  also  upon  his 
iivinity.  In  this  century,  Montanus,  a  weak  and  super- 
ititions  man,  fkneied  himself  to  be  the  comforter,  prom- 
M 1^  Christ  and  asserted  himself  to  be  such.  He  in- 
ititnted  a  variety  of  austerities,  and  drew  some  follow- 
ers after  him.  Philosophy  had  its  share  of  influence  in 
nQtilating  the  gospel ;  and  what  it  took  away  of  its 
glory,  it  supplied  with  mystery  and  conjecture.  During 
this  period  the  church  maintained  considerable  unity. 
Bone  flew  individuals,  from  an  attachment  to  Mosaic 
tereoHNiies,  separated  from  the  general  body :  but  from 
tbe  letters  of  the  suffering  bishops,  it  appears  that  no 
Khism  had  broken  the  peace,  and  interrupted  the  fel- 
Itwship  of  the  churches. 

Tbe  OovEKNMBNT  opTRECnunoR  we  find  in  the 
^reat  body  of  the  people,  not  intrusted  to  self-created 
UMj  ofieers-— Oficers*  such  as  pastors  and  deacons. 
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were  ehoaea  bj  Um  e«fr»ge  of  Um  |ieeple,  wmi  tm  A% 
peeple  tkej  were  eeee— UMe  itr  Ike  see  Ihej  mmtt  ef 
that  e«tkoritj  wUk  wliiek  tkqr  w«n  imveiled. .  Tk% 
mmULTMom  of  tW  eboieliee  Hf^^*  HgrnUj  e¥«4e«t.  0» 
iapi»HeBt  oMttten,  tkej  fre^yeatiy  mieeeiateJ  m  eeeaeU 
bj  depiitiet,  ajii4  eiieh  dafiitiei  elwuys  hulniedl  tMff 
pastert  or  elden. 

The  ritual  ef  the  eherdi  it  diAeah  le  Mine  ;  Hiiie<4 
the  exaet  ferai  k  aet  ftuwiehcd  •■  the  iatptred  pafa 
Some  general  eatliae  it  pretested,  aa4  thit  appeart  It 
have  heea  preterred,  taeh  at  the  ohterraaeeaf  the 
Lerd't  day,  and  the  taered  tapper  thereen  |  water  bap- 
titm  ;  ordiaatien  ef  aSeert  bj  impettiiaa  of  haadt  $ 
pablie  attenbliet  lor  prajer,  and  exponndiag  the  tcrip- 
turet :  to  tbete  we  iad  added  tifeMvml  in  menorj  of 
the  pattion  and  retarrcetioa  of  Chrbt,  eaHed  Eatta'. 
At  to  the  ciaet  tiaie  in  whieh  thit  featival  tboald  be  ob« 
terred,  the  eharebet  were  not  agreed  i  thit  wat  likelj 
la  have  prodveed  a  breach  in  their  lellowthip,  bat  wat 
happilj  prevented  by  the  wMA  interferenee  of  Poljoarp 
abd  Irenttnt.  It  it  very  evident,  that  there  it  not  aU 
that  nnmiied  timplieit  j  aa  ehureh  aflEurt  at  the  cad  of 
thit  eeatvrj,  at  amrked  the  begiaaing. 

Taa  PRiNOiPAL  waiTBRt  in  aid  of  Chrittiaaity  were 
Ignathit,  whote  lettert  have  been  notieed.  Polyearp'f 
eerrespondenee  with  the  eharebet  hat  alto  patted  in  re- 
view. Jattin  Martyr  wrote  a  nMtt  abk  defenee  tf 
Chrittianiiy,  at  did  likewite  Atbeaagorat,  Thcaphtlat, 
and  toae  othert.  Thk  wat  aot  to  naeh  the  age  if 
wriUrs  at  of  nunigr$. 

Upon  a  review  of  the  eentory,  we  diteover  the  vatt 
infiuenee  of  Divinb  tbut«  in  the  ettablithnient  of  to 
BMuiy  ehurehet,  and  in  the  boldaett  of  to  nMiny  who  dar- 
ad  to  lay  down  their  livet  for  itt  take.  The  charah  had 
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ker  «e«foii»  of  tronble  Mid  of  rest,  bat  it  it  difieult  to  tay 
whtth  of  the  two  were  mott  inimieal  to  her  best  intere§t» 
hneeatioB  tesded  to  purify  and  to  keep  pore.  Th# 
gild  thoaebr^ht  in  the  flmioee.  Tinei  of  rest  were 
iaM«o  inttaiieee  aeeommodated  to  the  purpose  of  eon- 
tMtioB,  aid  the  itttrodaelieB  of  soperstitioii  and  will« 
worship. 
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THIRD  CENTURY. 


CHAPTER  I. 

StATB   of    THB   CHURCHBt    DURING    THB  ReIGMS    OW 
SeTKRVS  AMD  CaRAOALLA. 

Irenmus — Tertullian,  PantcBHua^  Clemens  JUexandrinus 
'^Leonidas^^Origerif  and  his  Disciples — Perpetua 
and  Felicitas — Proculus — Miracles  considered. 

In  parsuing  the  history  of  the  ehureh,  we  shall  find 
it  necessary  to  take  with  us  the  great  truths  of  the  JWw 
Tistament^  bj  which  we  shall  have  a  sure  guide  in  aa- 
certaiDiDg  to  whom  properly  belongs  the  deaominatioM 
•f  the  Christian  Churoh.  But  it  will  be  neeessarj  lo 
take  this  with  us  also,  that  many  corruptions  are  begin- 
ning to  increase.  The  seeds  of  philosophy  taking  rooty 
produce  a  crop  of  lares,  whereby  the  wheat  is  oadlj 
choked,  and  the  faith  of  some  is  overthrown.  A  love  of 
power  and  of  pomp  prevails  in  the  minds  of  dhiireh  min- 
isters, and  the  real  glory  of  Christianity  is,  in  a  measure, 
obscured  by  the  vain  and  empty  trash  of  this  world. 

Whatever  firmness  of  principle,  and  gentleness  of 
manners  may  distinguish  a  Roman  emperor  in  his  char- 
acter as  a  political  governor,  nothing  can  be  gathered 
from  hence,  either  for  or  against  the  Christian  oaose. 
Philosophy,  virtue,  mildness  in  the  prince,  is  no  ground 
fbra  Cbristian's  hope,  nor  need  his  fears  be  excited 
flrom  the  circumstance  of  the  prince  being  the  reverse. 
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Ail  here  is  goyerned  bj  the  tarn  of  the  times ;  by  ea« 
pnee;  bj  prejadiee;  indeed  bj  any  thing  exetpt  a  kre 
of  irnth  and  giiodness.  Seyerni  began  his  impenal  ea« 
reer  by  perseeoting  tlie  saints.  Asia,  Egypt,  and  par- 
tiealarly  Lyons,  felt  the  severity  of  his  lawi.  It  is  evi* 
doit  this  perseeution  was  sharp,  bot  short.  A  Christian 
pastor  it  is  said,  haviDg  an  opportunity  of  shewing  him 
kindness  on  a  partienlar  oeeasion,  was  the  means  of 
abating  his  fury,  and  he  was  disposed  for  years  after  to 
deal  gently  with  the  church. 

About  the  year  203^  the  natural  violence  of  lifs  dis- 
position brake  out  afresh  :  whether  any  particular  eir- 
cnmstanee  provoked  him  does  not  appear;  pride  was 
rather  at  the  bottom.  He  had  just  performed  mighty 
eiploits  against  a  rival  power  in  the  East.  This  so  in* 
fated  his  vain  mind,  that  he  resolved  (o  show  his  poiver 
against  the  ehnreh.  By  a  formal  edict  he  forbad  th» 
pmpagation  of  the  gospel,  and  made  it  unlawful  for  any 
of  hb  subjects  to  forsake  the  religion  of  their  pagan  an- 
cestors. Christians,  inspired  by  the  native  influence  of 
their  own  principles,  not  only  abode  by  their  faith  them- 
selves, bnt  persevered  in  making  converts.  The  empe- 
ror was  enraged,  and  the  greatest  eroelties  were  exercis- 
ed. Magistrates  had  no  check,  and  the  perseeution 
spread  through  the  empire. 

Lyons  it  seems  was  again  visited  with  raging persecn- 
tton,  and  Irenseus  soon  fell  a  victim  to  its  fury.  Irenaeus 
was  a  man  trulv  devoted  to  the  service  of  the  Christian 
ehvreh,  he  made  great  sacrifices  (o  aecommodate  himself 
to  <*  the  rustic  manners  of  an  illiterate  people :"  he 
thevgh  a  polished  Greek  learned  the  barbarous  dialect 
of  Ganl  in  order  to  minister  among  that  people  whom  he 
served  with  great  fidelity  till  his  death.  But  the  philo- 
lopby  of  this  learned  mam  in  some  measore  lowered  tha 
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iMedP  hit  doetriae  bj  wsing  toe  bmij  <<  Imbum  krre^ 
litBs"  witk  the  ^  tnilht  «if  •eriptvre.''  The  syetevi  alM 
ke  ado|^ted  asong  the  adearaed  tribes  af  Ganl  tended 
greatly  to  promote  priestl j  niarpation  aad  gross  saper- 
.■tition.  He  vindicated  the  labstitiitioii  of  tradition  for 
Ihe  written  word,  and  so  plaeed  the  anderstandhiga  of 
the  people  ia  hands  of  the  elergj. 

In  the  AfKean  proTinees  the  perseeution  was  carried 
on  with  great  rage.  The  whole  region  abounded  wilh 
Christians.  At  Carthage  llonrished  the  fkmons  Tertal* 
liaB)  ^  the  Srst  latin  writer  oi  the  thurchj  whose  warfcs 
are  coaie  down  to  ns."  The  dreadful  perseentioft  at 
Ihis  time  prodaeed  that  grand  apoloot  for  ChristianUji 
ftom  the  pen  of  this  man,  which  alone  wonid  immortidixe 
his  name.  An  extract  will  give  a  Tiew  of  the  anthor'a 
mind,  and  of  the  times  in  which  he  lived.  <<We  pr&j 
^  for  the  safety  of  the  Emperors  to  the  Eternal  Bed. 
^  We  looking  up  to  heaven  with  ont-stretdied  baada, 
<<  beeanse  they  are  harmless,  with  naked  bead,  beeanae 
*<  we  are  not  ashamed,  without  a  prompter,  because  we 
<^  pray  from  the  heart,  constantly  pray  fiu*  all  omperors, 
«^  that  they  may  have  a  long  life,  a  seenrtf  empire^  a 
<<  safe  house,  strong  armies,  a  faithful  ^nate,  a  well- 
^  moralized  people,  a  quiet  state  of  the  world;  wbatevr 
^^  efCiesar  would  wish  for  himself  in  his  public  and  pri- 
<<  vale  capacity. — ^Thus  then,  while  our  hands  are 
<<  stretched  out  to  God,  let  crosses  suspend  us,  let  firea 
**  consume  us,  let  swords  pierce  our  breast,  let  wild 
^  beast  trample  on  us,  a  praying  Christian  is  in  a  frame 
«for  enduring  any  tfiing.  Act  in  this  manner  ye  gene* 
^  reus  rulers ;  kill  the  soul  who  supplicates  God  for  the 
<<  Emperor.  Were  we  disposed  to  return  evil  for  eTil, 
<<  it  were  easy  to  revenge  the  injuries  which  we  snatain. 
<<  But  God  forbid  that  bis  people  should  vindkaU  them* 
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'^felres  bj  human  fire  or  be  reloetant  to  endure  (hat  by 
^  wbieh  thetr^ineerity  ii  eTineed.  Were  we  disposed  to 
^  act  the  part,  I  will  not  taj  of  secret  assassins,  but  of 
^  opev  enemies,  should  we  want  forces  and  numbers  i 
**  Are  we  not  dispersed  through  the  world  ?  It  is  true 
^  we  are  hot  of  yesterday,  and  yet  we  have  filled  all 
<*  your  places,  cities,  islands,  castles,  boroughs,  councils^ 
^  camps,  courts,  palaces,  senate,  forum.  We  leave  only 
^  your  temples — ^Were  we  to  make  a  general  secession 
**  from  yoor  dominions,  you  would  be  astonished  at  your 
<<  solitude." 

Tertullian  was  a  great  man  and  a  sincere  Christian, 
hut  he  was  a  better  historian  than  divine,  a  better  rea- 
soner  than  believer.  He  was  of  a  turn  of  mind  very 
gloomy,  sour,  monastic  and  harsh.  His  views  of  the 
atonement  of  Christ  are  sadly  debased  by  a  self-right« 
eotts  spirit,  and  his  ideas  of  repentance  are  rather  in* 
dining  to  a  voluntary  humility  than  to  godly  sorrow  for 
tin.  He  is  clear  on  the  doctrine  of  the  Divine  Unily  ia 
^  Father,  Son,  and  Holy  Ghost,  yet  one  God." 

Pantsenus  flourished  as  a  catechist  in  Alexandria,  and 
as  an  evangelist  among  the  Indians  $  but  he  was  a  jtoit 
philosopher,  and  this  philosophy  spoiled  his  ministry^ 
Clemens  Alexandrinus  was  a  catechist  and  presbyter 
in  the  church  of  Alexandria,  but  of  the  same  school  at 
Panteenns. 

Soeh  was  the  fierceness  of  the  persecuting  spirit  un-* 
der  the  govern  meat  of  blind  bigotted  besotted  princes 
that  from  various  parts  of  Egypt  the  poor  Christians 
were  brought  to  Alexandria  to  suflfer  in  the  sight  of  the 
popalaee.  Among  the  numerous  victims  brought  to  this 
•laaghter-house,  was  Leonidas,  the  father  of  the  fa- 
mous Ohiokk.  Leonidas  was  beheaded,  and  the  son  had 
aearhr  shared  the  same  fiste.  ^        t 
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Orxgkw  at  thb  tine  was  udcr  twenty  years  af  agai 
kut  ineli  was  Us  seal  for  the  Christiaa  eaose,  that 
seareely  any  thing  eould  restrain  him  from  Mfowiog^kis 
father  to  prison  and  to  death.  By  the  entreaties  and  hi* 
floenee  of  his  mother,  he  was  kept  elese  at  home  |  by 
whieh  he  was  spared  for  future  honours.  Tet  tnm  bk 
confinement  he  found  means  to  send  a  letter  to  his  m>» 
prisoned  sire  $  in  whieh  he  affeetionately  exhorted  hia 
to  be  stedfast :  ^  FtMeVf  faint  not,  and  do  nol  fe  cost 
down  on  our  account/* 

This  extraordinary  man  was  bom  about  a.  d.  180. 
Under  sneh  a  parent  he  was  early  instmeted  in  the  lioly 
scriptures.  From  childhood  he  had  been  habituated  i% 
learn  portions  of  the  sacred  word  by  heart.  Saered 
itudies  formed  the  foundation  of  his  attainments)  In 
which  were  added  the  sciences  and  philosophy.  Tha 
penetrating  and  aspiring  genius  oi  young  Origea 
kd  him  to  pursue  theology  with  the  greatest  appliea# 
tion.  He  wished  to  know  all  that  was  to  be  known,  and 
even  more;  for  where  the  dirine  word  i^^peared  ta 
kim  to  hare  a  sense  superior  to  what  appeared  on  the 
fkee  of  it,  he  would  from  his  own  genius  supply  some- 
times a  forced  and  foreign  meaning.  This  in  the  issua 
proved  a  snare  to  him,  and  to  those  who  learned  froa 
kis  example  and  teaching.  Sueh  curiosity  the  fkther 
ofleu  cheeked  in  his  son,  urging  him  to  be  content  with 
the  plain  grammatical  seme  of  scripture,  and  to  bow  with 
submitfion  of  mind  to  that  divine  word,  whieh  in  some 
things  is  hard  to  be  understood.  The  loss  of  sneh  m 
plain,  pious,  devoted  Christian  parent,  was  no  doubt  • 
great  disadvantage  to  the  young  man.  For  wherever 
there  is  in  youth  a  bold  and  aspiring  mind,  (however 
marked  with  piety,)  there  is  forest  need  of  the  daily 
communication  of  wisdom  from  the  mare  aged  and  asr* 
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ftfitmotd,  wherdij  the  baUnee  it  preserved,  and  the 
■nd  galhefs  strength  as  it  grews. 

The  eheraeter  of  Origen  exhibits  at  the  oatset,  that 
•fa  siaeere  Christian.  It  eeoiinenees  with  the  fear  ef 
Ond,  aad  the  study  of  his  word  :  so  began  jonng  Tim- 
othy, and  so  have  the  greatest  part  of  those  who  have 
distiBgnished  themselves  in  the  ehureh  of  Jeans.  Origen^ 
••  the  martyrdom  of  bis  father,  was  left  an  orphan  with 
Ua  mother  and  six  other  ehildreu.  Great  was  their 
distress ;  tl|^  father's  property  also  was  eonfiseated  by 
tke  emperor.  But  God  raised  him  ap  a  friend  in  a  riek 
aad  godJy  lady,  who  sopported  him  for  a  time  in  her 
ova  house.  He  now  vigoroosly  applied  himself  to  the 
stady  4f  useful  knowledge,  and  the  instruelion  of  others. 
At  Alexandria  there  was  a  Christian  school,  over  whieh 
DooMlrias,  the  bishop,  presided;  but  the  pereseeotioa 
being  so  fieree,  the  teacher  had  nearly  deserted  it.  Up« 
OB  this,  Origen  undertook  the  work,  and  many  of  the 
Oontiles  dared  to  become  his  disciples.  He  was  now  on* 
ly  in  his  eighteenth  year;  yet  such  was  his  zeal  for 
Christianity,  that  he  openly  attached  himself  to  the 
saCmng  martyrs.  He  paid  his  constant  visits  to  such 
as  were  imprisoned,  and  attended  to  the  place  of  exeeu* 
tioa  these  who  were  condemned,  openly  embracing  and 
aaarersing  with  them.  He  was  in  such  exercises  mneh 
txpeaed^  and  oneo  narrowly  escaped  being  stoned. 
Thane  dangers  he  often  braved,  and  rendered  himself 
so  conspicuous,  that  soldiers  were  stationed  abont  hia 
hooae  ta  terrify  those  who  flocked  thither  for  instrue- 
tioa.  At  length  it  was  unsafe  for  him  to  pass  the 
itRetSf  and  the  frequent  change  of  lodgings  became  ne* 
•easary  i  his  preservation,  under  all  this,  anHiunted  al- 
most to  a  miracle.  *  His  abilities  were  so  rare,  and  his 
hmtrwctifns  so  efieetoal,  that  he  not  only  indueedmany 
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to  attend  the  service*  of  religion,  bat  among  these  hm 
made  many  fast  friends,  whose  kindnesses  aided  in 
keeping  him  from  the  fury  of  bloody  perseeution.  This 
^ai  living  the  life  of  a  martyr,  and  by  so  doing  he  did 
much  more  glorify  God  than  if  be  had  rashly  giTcn  hiM- 
self  up  to  the  death  of  one. 

The  charge  of  the  Alexandrian  school  devolved  chief* 
ly  upon  him,  and  he  accommodated  his  labours  therein 
ehiefly,  if  not  wholly,  to  the  propagation  and  developed 
ment  of  Christianity,  deriving  his  support  f(om  the  sale 
of  his  classical  and  historical  books.  For  many  years 
he  continued  these  exereises  with  the  greatest  indastry, 
refusing  from  his  friends  the  gratuities  offered  bioi. 
Such  was  his  application,  that  by  day  he  taught,  aad  by 
night  he  studied.  His  self-denial  was  equal  to  his  in* 
diMtry.  He  made  no  provision  for  the  flesh.  He  ea- 
dured  cold  and  nakedness ;  went  actually  without  shoes; 
abstained  from  wine ;  and  pursued  so  abstemioas  a 
sourse  as  to  impair  his  health.  In  these  mortifieatioBs 
he  most  certainly  exceeded  the  scripture  rules,  and 
thereby  gave  example  to  many,  who  afterwards,  upon 
such  austerities,  grounded  their  hope  of  heaven.  Bat 
from  the  success  of  Origen's  labours,  there  mutt  have 
been  much  in  his  character,  and  in  bis  duties,  worthy  of 
esteem  and  imitation ;  for  many  of  his  disciples  mani- 
fested great  boldness  in  the  faith,  and  cheerfully  laid 
down  their  lives.  An  instance  or  two  may  be  deservedly 
noticed. 

PoTAMiJENA,  a  young  woman  of  great  purity  of  mind, 
as  well  as  beauty  of  person,  being  brought  before  tbe 
judge,  maintained  the  most  unshaken  firmness,  amidst 
the  greatest  indignities.  8he  was  scourged  in  the  se- 
verest manner,  and  threatened  to  be  given  vp  to  tha 
hratal  appetite  of  the  pismiscuoos  ral^ble.    The  hely 
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nfigiMi  sf  Jesus  tttabled  her  to  snppsrt  tk«' dignity  sf 
tte  tnia  CliristiftB,  avd^ts  make  evea  ker  adversaries 
asfcsiaed  ef  so  vile  a  seatenee.  81m  was  eonmanded  to 
the  stake  witk  her  mother  MareelUu  la  order  to  add 
to  tko  eraelty  of  bomiaiip,  nealding  fitch  was  poured 
over  her  whole  body :  hot  the  heroine  braved  all  witK 
that  oonrage  peenliar  to  those  -  who  are  strong  ia  the 
grace  that  u  in  Christ.  It  is  added  to  the  aeeount  of 
this  Huulyrdomy  that  a  soldier,  who  was  appointed  to 
preside  at  the  horrid  seene,  being  tonshed  with  sympa* 
thy  at  this  yoang  woman's  snfferings  and  eonsfaneyt  tn* 
ierfcred,  as  Ikras  be  darst,  in  keeping  her  from  the  in* 
deeenoies  offered  ly  the  mob;  and  that  afterwards  bfi 
avowed  himself  a  Christian,  and  suffered  death,  aseriV 
iig  his  eonversion  to  this  event. 

AtCatdiage,  two  distingnished  females,  Pbkpbtva 
aad  Felioitas,  with  some  others,  by  death  gloriioA 
God*  Fdieitas  was  a  poor  slave.  Perpetna  was  a  la- 
dy of  f  oaltty,  aboat  twenty-two  years  of  ago*  8ho  was 
ksth  a  wife  and  a  mother  ^  her  infeat  son  still  at  the 
hirafli  and  she  in  a  sitaation  promising  to  beeome  the 
parent  of  a  seeood  ehild.  8he  had  a  fether,  a  mother, 
and  two  brothers :  of  her  husband  nothing  is  known^ 
Theoe  two  yonng  women,  with  some  others,  werethrasi 
into  a  dark  prison.  To  those  aeeustomedtohsrdshipoi 
this  treatment  seemed  not  so  dreadful ;  but  to  Perpetna^ 
brought  up  in  all  the  delieaeies  of  high  life,  sueh  a  scene 
was  truly  shoeking ;  and  to  this  was  added  the  separa* 
6o«  of  an  affeetionate  mother  from  a  tender  infent* 
Saeh  were  the  feelings  of  her  poor  unhappy  father,  thai 
he  endeavoured  by  all  means  to  turn  away  his  daughter 
from  the  faith  f-. he  urged  his  authority  as  a  parent  f 
he  entreated  by  his  own  grey  hairs  j  he  pleaded  the  dig* 
nity  of  the  fhmily  |  ho  besought  her  for  the  sako  of  her 
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ehild ;  he  wept,  he  embraeed  her ;  he  threw  himtelf  at 
her  feet ;  hit  loal  was  overwhelmed  with  floods  of  the 
most  bitter  sorrow  :  bat  poor  Perpetaa,  though  inwardly 
root  with  everj  eoDtending  feeling,  eould  afford  hia  no 
relief;  her  Lord  demanded  aeqaieseenee,  and  she  eouM 
only  beg  to  be  resigned  to  the  divine  disposal. 

To  soften  the  rigours  of  imprisonment,  the  ehnreli 
kindly  paid  a  sum  of  money  to  the  keepers ,  by  nhieh 
means,  the  sufferers  were  allowed  for  a  few  hours  to  hold 
converse  with  their  friends,  and  go  out  of  their  dungeon 
into  a  plaoe  less  gloomy  and  eomfortless,  where  Per^ 
petua  was  permitted  to  nurse  her  infant,  who  was 
brought  to  her  by  her  mother.  During  this  season,  her 
mind  was  agitated  with  eonflieting  passions—her  pa- 
rents, her  family,  her  son,  often  came  into  her  mind ;  bol 
the  Holy  Ghost,  the  Comforter,  supported  her  throngh 
all,  and  turned  her  prison-house  into  a  house  of  merey. 

In  a  day  or  two  the  prisoners  were  brought  before  the 
tribunal,  and  eiamined  in  the  presenee  of  a  vast  crowd* 
lliere  appeared,  also  the  distracted  old  gentleman,  witk 
his  little  grandson  in  his  arms.  This  was  an  attack  oa 
Perpetna's  feelings:  religion  had  not  reduced  her  to  a 
state  without  natural  affection.  He,  taking  her  aside, 
conjured  her  to  have  compassion  on  her  child;  the  ma- 
gistrate joined  in  the  same  suit ;  but  the  case  stood  de- 
cided at  a  higher  bar,  and  Perpetua  dared  not  reverse 
it.  The  trial  being  over,  the  judge  senteneed  them  te 
the  wild  beasts,  and  ordered  them  back  to  prison.  Per- 
petua sent  a  friend  to  her  father,  begging  the  ehild 
might  be  sent  to  her,  which  was  refused,  and,  it  seems, 
she  saw  it  no  more.  What  a  reckoning  will  all  thii 
produce,  in  that  great  day  !  It  had  been  good  for  the 
emperor,  and  the  savage  creatures  of  his  power,  if  they 
kad  never  been  born. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ  iC 


Chi^  i.  Perpehm  and  Ftlititas.  M 

The  state  of  Felieitas  also  was  attended  with  eireum* 
slaaees  peeoliar  and  affeeting.  She  was  a  married 
woman,  and  in  the  eonrse  of  a  month  expected  to  become 
a  mother.  Three  days  before  the  commencement  of 
die  shows,  when  the  martyrs  were  to  suffer,  Felieitas 
aad  her  companions  had  been  beseeching  the  Father  of 
mercies  on  her  behalf,  nor  did  they  pray  in  vain  ;  Pro- 
Tideaee  hastened  her  hoar.  Her  cries,  in  the  time  of 
eitremity,  were  heard  by  one  of  the  keepers  of  the  pris- 
on. ^  I>o  yon  complain  under  this?  (said  he;)  what 
will  yoa  do  when  yon  are  exposed  to  the  beasts  r"  8he 
answered,  like  one  who  knew  what  religion  is  by  expe- 
fience,  **  It  is  1  that  suffer  now,  but  then  there  will  be 
another,  for  whoite  sake  I  suffer,  to  bear  my  pain  for 
■e."  The  faith  of  Felieitas  helped  her  through,  and 
the  child  was  delivered  to  a  Christian  woman,  engaged 
to  take  eare  of  it. 

The  day  before  the  execution,  the  martyrs  endeavour- 
ed to  convert  their  last  meal  into  a  LovE-rsAST.  They 
partook  of  their  repast  in  a  public  place,  with  their 
Christian  friends,  who  were  allowed  to  visit  them.  Such 
was  their  fortitude,  their  meekness,  their  holy  joy,  that 
their  keeper  was  melted  into  contritiou,  and  was  eon- 
strained  to  acknowledge  the  purity  and  glory  of  their 
ikith.  Curiosity  brought  together  multitudes  to  see 
Ihero  ;  ^  Observe  well  our  faces,  (said  one  of  the  wor- 
thies,) that  ye  may  know  them  at  the  day  of  judgment.". 
He  warned  them  to  flee  fWmi  the  virath  to  come,  and 
exnlted  in  the  lot  of  the  suffering  righteous. 

Great  was  the  rich  influence  of  the  divine  Comforter, 
on  the  day  of  trial.  Some  idolatrous  rites  were  pre- 
pared, and  they  were  commanded  to  sacrifice  :  "  We  sa- 
crifice onr  lives,  (f>aid  the  suflerers,)  to  avoid  such  abo- 
ninatioas,  and  these  are  the  terms  we  have  conclnded 
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wkh  j%m.^  Perpetoa  diteorered  great  magiiaiiiBiityy 
•ad  express ed  her  flrame  of  niBd  in  a  song  of  praise. 
Her  eompanions  addressed  the  people,  and  ondeaTovredl 
to  persuade  them  bj  the  terrors  of  the  LonU  Beinip 
hrooght  into  the  preseaee  of  the  judge,  thej  warned  hiaa 
of  the  righteovs  jodgmeBt  of  Ood.  At  this  their  eiio» 
■lies  were  enraged,  and  demanded  that  they  shonid  be 
•eonrged  before  their  death ;  on  whieh  they  triamphed, 
being,  thereby,  the  more  eoirfbrmed  to  the  sufferiafo  of 
Christ. 

The  final  eonfiiet  at  length  appeared  In  fbll  Ttew-^ 
the  crowded  amphitheatre,  the  fbrioos  beasts,  the  mora 
than  beastly  perseentors,  eonsisting  of  magistrates,  ool* 
diers,  gladiators,  with  a  nameless  band  of  Satan's  «!!• 
derlings.  Perpetna  and  Felieitas,  beyond  the  moot 
common  bounds  of  decency,  were  stripped  of  their  raci* 
ment,  and  put  within  the  nets,  in  order  to  be  attacked 
by  the  beasts.  Some  of  the  spectators  were  shocked  to 
see  the  female  character  thus  degraded,  and  sought  to 
hide  their  own  dishonour,  by  throwing  some  loose  gorw 
ments  over  the  martyrs.  Perpetna  was  first  attacked 
by  a  wild  cow,  and  thrown  with  riolenee  on  her  book  $ 
reeoyering  a  little,  she  assumed  a  sitting  posture  |  but 
seeing  her  clothes  rent,  she  retired  to  cover  herself  mmi, 
to  adjust  her  hair,  lest  she  should  appear  disordered* 
Felieitas  shared  a  similar  fate,  by  the  saose  means  |  kol 
4«  they  gave  each  other  the  hand,  and,  during  a  little 
pite,  advanced  towards  the  bar,  where  there  were  i 
friends  waiting  to  offer  their  kind  serviees.  Perpeton 
was  hardly  eonseious  of  her  suSerbgs,  but  from  the  de- 
rangement of  her  attire,  and  the  blood  tridding  from 
her  wounds.  Addressing  herself  to  them,  she  said, 
<<  Continue  firm  in  the  Mth.  Love  one  another.  And 
take  no  ^ence  at  the  eross  from  our  suflerings." 
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Some  of  the  wretehed  people  who  were  eome  to  glat 
their  eyes  with  (he  hloodj  ipectaele^  were  impatient  of 
any  longer  delaj,  and  insisted  oa  having  the  snfferers 
hroaght  forth  into  the  midst  of  Ihe  amphitheatre,  that 
they  might  he  gratified  with  the  sight  of  their  death. 
The  martyrs  arose,  without  constraint,  and  went  for- 
ward ;  and  giving  each  other  the  kiss  of  charity,  the 
gladiators  fell  upon  them,  and  released  their  aspiring 
souls  from  prison  and  from  pain. — ^The  sunshine  of  re- 
ligions liberty  produces  an  abundance  of  (he  professors 
of  Christianity ;  hut  a  time  of  affliction  and  perseeo(ioii 
produces  martyrs — Reader,  do  you  live  a  martyr  P  If  not^ 
you  could  not  die  one. 

The  persecutions,  under  this  emperor,  extended  Ikr 
and  wide.  Gaul,  the  theatre  of  his  former  ravages,  was 
again  drenched  with  Christian  blood.  Irenseus,  with  a 
multitude  of  ministers  in  the  Galiican  church,  suffered 
death.  After  considerable  affliction,  some  of  the  churches 
purchased  casual  and  uncertain  peace,  by  paying 
money  to  the  magistrates  and  their  officers.  Indeed, 
such  a  measure  was  not  to  be  condemned ;  their  goods 
and  property  were  their  own,  and  they  had  undoubted 
right  to  dispose  of  them,  in  order  to  maintain  the  exercise 
of  a  pure  conscience.  In  the  year  311,  Severus  was 
summoned  to  appear  before  the  supreme  divine  judge. 
Caracalla  succeeded.  Yet,  monster  of  iniquity  as  he 
proved  to  be,  in  almost  every  species  of  vice,  the  Chris- 
tians were  suffered  to  enjoy  a  season  of  tranquillity  dur- 
ing his  reign. 

Caracul  la,  it  is  said,  was  nursed  by  a  Christian  womaBy 
and  had,  from  cfiiidhood.  imbibed  a  spirit  favourable  to 
the  profes^fon  of  Christianity.  In  fixing  these  impres- 
sions on  hiii  mind,  it  is  supposed  that  Proculns  aided 
with  his  influence.  Proculns  is  the  person  who  had 
H 
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done  »  faroar  to  8e7eni9>  ip  coDse^M^nee  of  wbieb»  ke, 
in  llie  begtoniiig  of  bii  rtign,  maderated  his  eondiiat  to* 
Yards  the  Christians.  .  This  fayour,  is  said  to  hava  baea 
the  niraeuloDsly  bealiag  8e?ariis  of  a  diseasa  with  whiek 
ht  had  been  afflicted  i  p^nd  so»  this  pastor  eame  into  thai 
food  graaos  of  the  prinee.  On  the  subject  of  miraelea  aai 
these  afes  mneh  bH  ^^^^  *^''  ^^^  ^^^  ^^  against.  Oae 
thing  is  eertain,  and  allowed  bj  all,  that  they  were  not  a^ 
fpeqaent,  nor  so  general,  as  in  the  aposlolie  age.  And  it 
^  more  than  probable,  that  whenever  0od  appeared,  e%- 
^nentljr,  to  answer  prayer^  or  to  step  in  with  apeenliar 
^Fideneei  the  Christians  were  disposed  to  call  it  ni*^ 
raeuloos.  We  sbonid  not  be  disposed  to  grant  that  all 
leported  miracles  were  francs  and  pretensions  ^  the  pa- 
rity of  Christians,  in  these  days,  forbids  the  eonelosioa  | 
\iit  there  was  a  great  want  of  solid  jodgment,  with  nmch 
fisednlity,  and  a  growing  superstition,  by  which  peeuliar, 
and  great  events  were  often  ascribed  to  miracles,  while 
tbqr  vigM  hare  becB  traced  up  to  natural  and  ordinary 

Little  l^orlhy  of  notice  occurred  during  the  reign  of 
^an^la,  w^ich  lasted  from  a.  n.  Sil,  to  2i7,  f^ 
l^ruins  succeeded  in  the  empire. 


CHAPTER  n. 

A  PamioB  or  abovv  TaimTY-THnn  TzAms.  * 

The  Jkigns  of  MoLerinm^   BBUogabaiuB^  Alexander, 
Mucimin,  Aijpienas,  Qardian  and  JPhiUp^ 

DvRuie  the  reigns  of  so  many  soTcreign  prinaeay 
mneh  might  bf  cjqpeatad  to  famish  a  detail  of  oTonts  j 
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tel  M  auettkd  were  pellliesi  aflhin^  and  ee  fleetiiig  the 
lifitof  emperort,  lliMChrieticnity  waiyiDftmeasare^m* 
Mtieeil  hj  tke  stale  $  at  least,  the  anonarehe  were  distiri*  ^ 
gaislied  hj  saek  propeasities  as  remkred  tkem  dther  in- 
iUkrtmtf  or  &vo«rftble  to  the  eliureh«  Maeriaiis  finisk- 
ed  Us  reign  within  the  year*  UeHogahaltsswmjed  the 
iseplie  three  jears  aad  nine  months.  He  lived  nrare 
like  A  heaot  than  a  maoy  and  was  slain  by  his  soldiers  in 
Ike  Bsidet  of  kle  follies.  Uifl^  snoeessor  was  Alexandert 
wiMk  tkongk  bit  a  jonlh  of  siiteeo  when  he  assumed 
Ike  pnrploi  pr^red  one  of  the  most  pr itdent  and  oprighC 
okaradters  in  the  annals  of  history.  His  mother^  Mkm* 
aissn^  is  highly  spoken  of  by  eeelesinstieal  writers^  and 
a^pean  to  hate  beea  well  disposed  towards  the  Chris* 
llane.  The  religion  of  Alexander  was  troly  pagan,  bnt 
he  inooi'poratQd  something  Christian  ia  it.  In  bis  do* 
amoUe  tempte^  #here  he  daily  Worshipped,  be  had  the . 
otalnee  of  leans  Ckrisl  and  Abraham,  along  with  thoao 
of  hie  heroofc  The#e  is  hn  inslaaee  of  his  eondnot  i^ 
Wards  the  Chriitians  highly  worthy  <rnr  notiee.  A  pieea 
•f  eonmon  land  had  beeil  oeei^lod  by  the  Christiaai, 
and  ^m  ft  they  ereeted  a  ehnreh.  This  pronnd  was 
olaimed  by  eertain  taverki-keepers^  and  the  disputed 
point  brought  before  Ihe  emperor.  ^*  It  is  better  (said 
Alexander)  that  Ood  should  be  served  there,  in  any 
manner  whatever,  rather  than  that  a  tavern  should  b^ 
made  of  it."  He  seleeted  from  the  saered  writings  some 
of  the  most  sententious  sayings,  aud  eaused  them  to  be 
transeribed  for  the  admonition  of  bis  magistrates,  and 
Ibr  ihe  use  of  his  people.  Do  as  y<M  would  be  done  bjff 
waa  often  upon  his  lips,  and  he  obliged  the  erier  to  re- 
poai  itf  when  any  persoti  was  punished.  He  eaused  it 
la  he  wHtten  on  Ike  walls  of  Ms  pfllaee^  and  on  Ihepuh' 
lie  hoildiaip. 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ  IC 


M  Maximin.  Ceat.  g* 

This  pcaeefiil  period  fgkre  tht  pa^tori  tad  preAekcrs 
sa  eppartvnitj  of  propagating  the  faUli«  Origea  floor* 
iftfaed  exeeediagly.  Dariag  hi*  travels,  he  obtained  ordt«: 
aattoa  from  the  hands  of  two  bishops  of  Palestine^  at 
whieh  his  own  bishop,  Demetrius  of  Alexandria,  took 
great  offenee,  and  availing  himself  of  some  adjudged 
errors  in  his  writings,  expelled  hun  from  the  Afrieim 
ohureh.  He  therefore  took  up  his  residenoe  in  Pales- 
tine, under  the  anspiees  of  bis  two  friends,  by  whom  he 
Jiad  been  ordained.  Here  he  eoniinned  his  unwearied 
labours,  and  was  followed  by  many  diseiples.  Gregorj 
(afterwards  surnamed  I'haumaturgus)  attended  his  lee* 
tares,  and  was  indused  by  his  reasoning  to  embrace  the 
profession  of  Christianity.  The  advice  Origen  gave  his 
pupil  was  good:  he  exhorted  him  to  apply  himselft 
ehiefly  to  the  study  of  the  seriptures,  and  to  beg  light 
Drom  above,  by  whieh  he  might  be  guided  in  his  eonele- 
sions.  And  it  had  been  mueh  better  for  the  ehureh,  if 
both  master  and  scholar  had  studied  the  saered  writings 
with  simplieity  of  heart,  gnided  by  faith  and  the  Holy 
Ghost,  and  less  by  philosophy  and  proud  reason. 

In  the  year  235,  the  virtuous  Alexander,  and  his  ami- 
able mother,  were  mnrderedJby  Maximin,  who  succeeded 
in  the  government.  Such  was  his  hatred  to  the  house 
and  person  of  his  predecessor,  that  he  vented  his  furj 
against  the  church :  but  his  tyranny  was  short  $  in  three 
years  he  filled  up  the  measure  of  his  iniquities,  and  gave 
place  to  Pupienus  and  Baibinus,  whose  course  was  in- 
terropted,  at  its  very  eommeneement,  by  the  sword  of 
their  jealous  and  furious  soldiers.  The  succeeding  em- 
peror, Gordian,  reigned  six  years,  and  then  was  supplant- 
ed and  murdered  by  Philip  the  Arabian.  This  prince 
has  been  called  the  first  Christian  emperor,  and  from  a 
variety  of  cirenmstances,  his  profession  of  Christianity 
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b  rmrf  prsbiMe.  He  fSiToiired  tl»  Mtoliopt  and  muim- 
tm,  ree«i?e4  as  epMIe  fin»Bi  Origetf  i  b«4  Im  w»t  nevtr 
hipli— J»  maA  k  wmM  bttre  beta  a  pilj  be  shaaMi  wheil 
ve  t— liJwr  Ut  Kfe  aad  priaeiplet.  Five  jeare  eeBelad« 
el  Im  raee^  aed  m  be  bad  lacaeared  to  bis  fefenemcryte 
it  WM  aMUMreA  baek  te  biai  again*  He  irai  tiaia  by 
Deetaty  vheaeeeded  (o  the  eaipire*  Tbea^  the  reiga 
eT  FUKp,  ia  ileelf^  i»  Kttle  more  tbaa  a  blank  ia  ehnrek 
hitlery,  jet,  dntiag  He  progreee,  we  hail  the  eearereieif 
ef  a  gmt  nMn,  Cyprian  ef  CardMi§e^  a*ett  ebaroet^ 
iHH  paw  ia  retiew  hereafter. 


CHAPTER  m. 

CifUBCH  ArrAiKs  during  the  Reigns  op  Decius  kum 

Gallus* 

€hieaf  JPiersecartoft— JlHitwfry   of  Ctfprian^-^^omHon 
and  his  Folhwern. 

BEvenz  we  pfeeeeJ  te  fctail  the  eveiile  of  tbi«  peri* 
ed,  it  will  be  neeettary  to  aieertain  the  ttaie  ef  tba 
ebareh  at  its  eemiBeneenteat.  The  peaee  with  whieh 
Chrietians  bad  been  induced  appoars  net  Co  have  bees 
tm  proved  in  ao  great  a  degree  as  might  have  beew  en- 
peel  ed*  Conlbmrity  to  the  world,  and- love  ef  gain,  sad- 
ly disgraeed  the  professors  of  ChristiatNty-^hey  niin* 
gled  with  the  hea;lhei»in  marriage,  and  ioniinted  tbea  in 
their  dress,  Iniraries,  and  reereatlens.  The  rnlers  ef  tha 
ehareh  fee,  not  only  beheld  these  ^nga  with  tndiicr^ 
enee,  hot  partook  ef  the  0s«tagie%  #r,  what  as  wers% 
pethapesettheesamplaii    ^hey  hniitsd  ftr  paefceisirf^ 
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and  negieeted  their  eharge,  bj  beeoming  non-retidents* 
They  ereii  embarked  in  worldly  basinew,  and  traTelled 
through  distant  prorinees  in  pursuit  of  the  mammoit  of 
anrighteoutaesf.  These  things  called  aloud  for  eorree* 
tion.  Strong  evils  require  strong  remedies :  sneh  God 
provided.  <<  The  spirit  of  judgment^^^  in  the  diseipline  of 
Cyprian,  within,  and  <<  tM  spirit  ofbuming^^^  in  the  per- 
secution of  Deaius,  without  But,  notwithstanding  these 
dftfoetions,  too  general,  alas  !  we  shall  find,  in  the  day 
of  trial,  a  host  of  worthies,  *<  whose  knees  had  not  bow* 
ed  to  the  image  of  Baai|  and  whose  lips  had  not  kliiw.ii 
him." 

The  ehurehes,  both  in  the  eastern  and  western  parts 
of  the  empire,  were  made  sensible  of  the  spirit  and  {  '"r  - 
or  of  Deeius.  At  Rome,  the  flame  burst  forth  with  ff^'iiat 
fury,  and  Fabian,  the  bishop,  presently  fell  a  vietmi  to 
its  n^e  ;  nor  was  it  safe  or  practicable,  for  a  eonsidera- 
hle  time,  to  elect  another  in  his  stead.  Moyses  and 
Maiimus,  two  presbyters  of  the  same  church,  were  also 
imprisoned,  together  with  many  others.  The  flame 
soon  extended  to  the  East.  In  Palestine,  Alexander,  a 
Tcnerable  man,  grown  grey  in  episcopal  dotiei?,  was 
thrown  into  prison  at  C«sarea,  where,  through  ill  treat-, 
ment  and  neglect,  he  expired.  In  this  persecution  Ori- 
gen  was  involved.  His  sufferings  were  great,  but  not 
unto  death ;  he  finished  his  days  in  peace,  about  five 
years  after  at  Tyre. 

Such  was  the  fury  of  the  Decian  persecution,  that  <<It 
seems  to  have  been  the  uhole  employ  ment  of  magistra  es 
to  persecute.  Swords,  wild  beasts,  pits,  red  hot  chains, 
wheels,  and  talons  of  iron  :  these  were  the  instruments 
of  this  persecution.  Malice  and  covetousnoss  were  .*  ,p- 
ly  and  strongly  set  to  work,  in  informing  again|t  Chris* 
tiatts  during  the  whole  of  this  short,  but  horrible  reign. 
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hai  the  genius  of  men  was  never  known  to  have  had 
■•re  eoipleyment  in  aiding  the  savageneag  of  the  heart 
Life  was  prolonged  in  torture,  that  impatience  and  8uf« 
fering  might  effect  at  lengthy  what  surprise  and  terror 
eoild  not." 

The  power  of  genuine  religion  will  appear  in  a  few 

eiaai|ile«.     A  Christian  condetnifed  to  suffer,  was  ae- 

esrdingij,  placed  on  the  rack,  in  order  to  extort  a  de« 

sial  tf  his  faith  ;  this  proving  ineffectual,  burning  plates 

jttie  applied,  but  still  he  remained  firm.     The  judge 

Wdeied  hiin  to  be  rubbed  all   over  with  honej,  and  ex- 

y^ed  to  the  burning  sun,  with  his  hands  tied,  that  he 

might  be  stung  with  the  flies. 

^  the  fires  of  perseeution,  some  were  intimidated  and 
tam^  aside.  Bodemon,  bishop  of  Smyrna,  apostatized, 
and  sjveral  in  his  church  followed  the  example.  This 
ehareh,  onee  so  famed  for  its  worthies,  had  partaken  of 
the  g<'neral  declension.  But  still  there  were  some  few 
who  had  retained  the  spirit  of  their  renowned  Poljcarp) 
and  dared  even  to  resist  unto  death.  The  character  and 
example  of  Pionius,  a  presbjter,  produced  a  testimo- 
lial  the  most  decisive  and  salutary.  This  true  Chris- 
tian minister, being  apprehended,  was  ordered  to  sacrifice 
in  honour  of  the  gods;  but  with  the  boldness  worthy  of 
kit  profession,  he  nobly  refused,  and  declared  his  deter- 
mination to  abide  by  the  true  God.  Pionius,  and  other 
sufferers  with  him,  were  brought  into  the  market-place, 
before  the  multitude,  in  order  to  undergo  the  torture. 
Ti;  ^  zealous  presbyter,  with  a  loud  voiee,  addressed  him- 
self to  the  citizens ;  and,  like  another  Stephen,  courage- 
eusly  defended  his  principles,  and  upbraided  them  with 
a  *  ^eh  of  their's.  This  sermon  (for  so  it  may  be 
ealleit}  would  have  been  worthy  of  the  apostolic  age. 
lU  effibcUoa  the  bcMers  were  considerable;  even  the 
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nw^pttratet  tonitwed  the  power  of  hii  doquenee,  ta# 
the  gMrfnetf  of  his  eharaeter.  The  weH-knowa  mm% 
eoBTiMhig  virtiet  of  the  nan,  ieem  to  have  illed  thm 
people  with  veDeratioD,  bo  that  hie  eaenies  began  tm 
fear  an  aproar  hi  his  faroar.  The  martyrs  were  eoM<« 
mitted  to  prison.  Many  were  the  attempts  made  opos 
Pionios,  to  indoee  him  to  reeant.  He  was  mited  by 
tome  who  had  apostalhced ;  these  entreated  him  with 
lears  to  imkate  their  example.  « 1  now  solfer  (said  th« 
good  man)  afresh ;  methinks  1  am  torn  in  pieces  whe» 
I  see  the  pearls  of  the  ehureh  trodden  un4er4bot  by 
swine,  and  the  stars  of  heaven  east  to  the  earth  by  the 
tail  of  the  dragon.     But  our  sins  have  been  the  eanse.** 

Another  seene  awaited  Piontus,  more  fearlbl  than 
death.  The  eapiain  of  the  horse  came  to  the  pris<m 
and  ordered  him  to  the  idol  temple,  there  to  deny  hi* 
faith ;  whieh  Pionins  refusing  to  do,  the  captain  pnt  • 
oord  abont  his  neck,  and  dragged  hnn  along  the  streets 
to  the  scene  of  idolatry.  Bet^re  the  altar  stood  the  vxih 
happy  Bodemott,  bearing  the  emblems  of  his  apontaay 
and  disgrace.  l*o  have  seen  his  bishop  bleeding  on  Ike 
rack,  or  burning  in  the  fire,  though  a  sight  pa  infill  to  m 
fceling  mfod,  yet  all  would  have  been  in  character ;  but 
to  see  him  thus  oflfering  imtult  to  his  divine  Master,  and 
wounding  his  cause  to  save  himself  from  a  tempornl 
afiRiction,  was  a  sight  more  affecting  to  snch  a  man  as 
Pionios,  thaw  if  he  had  seen  all  the  beasts  of  the  theatre 
ready  to  fall  npon  himsell 

In  a  hw  days  Pionias  was  brought  before  Qnintilian, 
the  proconsul.  Tortures  and  entreaties  were  again  tried^ 
but  tried  in  vatn.  Snraged  at  such  obstinacy,  the  pro* 
consul  ordered  that  Pionius  should  he  burnt  aFive.  £s- 
nlting  in  the  sentence,  he  eheerfully  prepared  ftHr  tha 
candadiag  seene,  more  than  a  IMtla  tli4nkftil  thai  hi§ 
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Sanoar  had  pregerred  him  from  turoing  aside,  and  had 
caoafed  him  worthy  to  suffer  for  his  name.  His  execu- 
tioiier  having  gotten  ready  the  materials  for  ihe  martjr- 
dsm,  Pionius  stretched  himself  upon  the  stake,  to  whieh 
ke  was  nailed  by  the  soldier.  <^  Change  your  mind, 
(said  the  executioner,)  and  the  nails  shall  be  taken  out 
afpsio.'*  <^  I  have  felt  them,"  said  the  martyr  5  and 
tbeoy  aAer  a  few  moments'  thought,  added,  <<  O  Lord,  I 
hasten.''  The  stake  was  then  raised  up  with  the  martyr 
ixed  to  it*  and  placed  in  the  soeket  prepared  for  it,  and 
the  fire  waa  lighted.  For  some  time  Pionius  remained 
nstioaleas — his  eyes  shut,  and  bis  spirit  evidently  en- 
gaged in  holy  converse  with  his  God.  At  length,  open- 
iag  bis  eyes  with  a  cheerful  countenance,  he  said, 
^AXKs— LORD,  nxoEivE  MT  sovL,"  and  expired*  O 
Lord,  gather  not  my  sou!  with  hypocrites,  nor  my  life 
with  fearful  and  apostate  men,  rather  let  me  die  the 
death  of  this  martyr,  and  let  my  last  end  be  honour- 
able like  his!! 

With  Pionios,  several  others  suffered,  and,  like  him, 
Wre  a  testimony  to  the  truth.  Other  provinces  were 
involved  in  the  fury  of  this  spreading  perseeution,  and, 
10  like  manner,  produced  their  confessors  and  martyrs. 
Maximns,  a  merchant,  was  impeached  before  the  magis- 
trate, and  interrogated  concerning  his  life  and  profes- 
nsB.  « I  was  born  free,  (said  the  merchant,)  but  I 
am  a  servant  of  Jesus  Christ ;  as  to  my  pursuits,  1  am 
a  man  of  the  world,  and  live  by  my  dealings."  <^  Are 
yea  a  Christian  ?"  said  the  magistrate.  He  replied, 
^  Though  I  am  a  sinner,  yet  I  am  a  Christian."  Be- 
iBg  put  to  the  torture,  he  said,  <<  These  sufferings,  which 
we  endure  for  the  name  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  are 
not  iorments^  but  salubrious  tinctton."  Thus  God  cam 
■ap port  and  magnify  his  people,  and  thus  God  gets  te 
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kimself  lioDovr.  The  godly  Mrahaat  wis  stoMd  to 
death :  he  had  eommitted  the  anpardooahle  iin^  be  htd 
arowed  himielf  a  ChrUtiaD. 

DnriD|^  thig  perteentioiiy  a  eireamfUiiee  took  plaee^ 
whieh,  for  many  ages  after,  operated  in  no  small  ftegrce 
to  the  increase  of  saperstition  and  frand.  In  Rgypt»  a 
young  man,  named  Paal,  (by  what  means  converted  to 
Chrntianity  is  nncertain,)  at  the  age  of  fifteen,  was 
left  an  ofphan,  hnt  entitled  to  a  great  estate.  He  was 
a  yoQth  well  edneated,  mild  in  his  temper,  anri»  ia  pro- 
fessiofl,  decidedly  a  Christian.  He  had  a  sister^  with 
whom  he  lired,  whose  hosbaiid  had  formed  a  desiga  to 
apprehend  him,  in  order  to  obtain  his  estate.  Pavl^  ho* 
Ing  apprized  ot  this,  immediately  retired  to  the  deserts 
of  Thebais,  in  order  there  to  wait  till  the  storm  ofaoaM 
Abate.  The  yonng  man  being  rather  of  a  reclose  tnnl, 
aeqoiredi  during  his  retreat^  an  affection  for  solit«do| 
so  that^  when  the  fliry  of  the  times  was  allayed,  hey  haf* 
ing  no  disposition  to  return,  continued  thus  abif^seted 
tirom  mankind  to  the  day  of  his  death*  At  the  tine  of 
his  retirement  he  was  twenty4hree,  and  he  lived  to  the 
■musnal  age  of  an  hundred  and  thirteen.  Thus  were 
ninety  years  sadly  wasted  in  forming  the  eharaeter  of  ^ 
Christian  hermit.  No  one  can  blame  Panl  for  retiring 
in  order  to  escape  the  fury  of  such  a  peraeeator  aa  De« 
eius|  but  he  should  have  returned  when  the  ttmea  in- 
Tited.  His  error  consisted  in  the  excess,  and  indeed, 
from  a  review  of  our  own  lives,  we  shall  find  more  thai 
•no  half  of  our  evils  arise  from  our  mmiing  into  ex« 
tremes.  From  the  erent  of  PauFs  recluse  piety  sprang, 
hi  the  oourse  of  a  few  years,  swarms  of  monks  and  her- 
mits, a  tribe  of  men,  not  only  useless,  but  bnr«|eMome, 
oiensive,  and  disgraceful  to  Christianity. 

We  have  seen  perseention,  under  thie  emperor,  spread* 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ  iC 


Clwr.t.  Cyprian.  M 

kf  ia  c?ef7  dirattuMi.  FroB.Rome,  with  tke  ivftUtu 
faqr  ff  kelJ»  il  idraneed  presently  throagb  the  Asiatic 
fKeri^Mf  down  m  for  as  Egypt  By  the  way  of  Car- 
Osfe,  Ike  asoiister  seeks  bis  vetum,  and  every  footstep 
ii  Marked  wUb  Uoa4*  The  eireomstanees  of  this  per^ 
smtion  nt  Carthage  will  eonneet  aa  interesting  variety 
ff  fvfwti,  and  afbrd  eoasiderable  maferiab  ftr  our  his- 
tsry.    Bare  dw^U  thfi  jtfstly  renowoad 

OTPEIAV, 

A  MMM  whose  character  at  once  ^soeiates  the  cheat 
aai  tha  opop.  Cyprian  was  bora  of  parents  whose  eir« 
coMtaaees  in  the  world  were  much  a^ove  the  common 
standard.  He  received  with  his  patrimony  a  liberal 
cdaeatiaa ;  as  an  orator  he  excelled  in  the  forusi^  to 
vhieh  ke  was  bred.  His  conversion  to  the  failh  of  Jesas 
took  place  in  the  year  1^6,  upon  which  he,  in  the  most 
ieeided  aiaBner)  devoted  himself,  and  his  all,  to  the  ser* 
Tica  of  Christ  and  his  canse.  His  views  of  Christianity 
•  were  ainsple,  uncomipted  with  the  philosophy  of  the 
day ;  hia  love  to  Ood  fervent,  his  benevolence  to  mai| 
eiteDsiTe*  8och  an  assemblage  of  virtues  soon  attract- 
ed the  notiee  ^f  the  church,  who,  by  their  suffrage  and 
saUcitatiaB,  constrained  him  to  accept  the  office  of 
bUop.  In  tbes9  days  it  was  no  light  thing  to  be  in 
sack  a  department  Cyprian  foresaw  the  awfulness  am) 
weight  of  snch  a  charge,  and  used  all  lawful  measures 
tm  evade  the  requisition^  of  the  people,  but  in  vain. 
He  WM  elected  a.  n-  2i8,  Just  before  the  commencement 
af  Ike  hleady  reign  of  the  emperor  Decins.  His  first 
cBirto  11)  the  episc(^  office  ware  to  restore  the  too 
Io»g  neglected,  bat  wholesome  discipline  of  the  church. ' 
Belk  people  and  priest  were  sadly  degenerated.  8ueh 
a  paster  as  Cyprian  wm  a  blessing  inde^  to  the  church 
sfCarthago. 
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Cyprian  had  seareely  began  to  exereise  himself  in  lh« 
inportant  duties  of  his  ofllieey  than  the  flames  of  the 
Deeian  perseeation  burst  forth,  spreading  terror  and 
dismay  oil  every  side.  Rome,  the  seat  of  government, 
was  the  first  scene  of  devastation,  and  before  it  reached 
Carthage,  many  of  the  European  Christians  had  suffer* 
ed  in  various  shapes.  Cyprian,  by  those  sympathies 
peculiar  to  Christianity,  shared  in  the  a£Qictions  of  his 
distant  brethren,  and  he  expressed  his  love  to  them  hy 
several  consolatory  and  encouraging  epistles  before  the 
storm  burst  upon  his  own  head.  These  addresses  to 
the  persecuted  churches,  while  they  administered  graee 
to  them,  operated  also  as  a  happy  prepa^ratory  to  those 
grievous  events  fast  approaching  on  the  writer. 

Nothing  was  necessary  to  give  the  persecution  spread 
hut  the  word  of  the  prince :  proconsuls,  magistrates, 
soldiers,  philosophers,  prients — all  were  ready  to  exe- 
cute (he  blooily  mandate ;  (he  cruel  orders  soon  reached 
Carthage,  and  the  populace,  with  implacable  rag^, 
reiterated  their  demands  for  Cyprian,  whom  they  re- 
quested to  be  given  to  the  lions.  The  public  discharge 
of  pastoral  du(ies  was  no  longer  safe  ;  the  godly  bishop 
therefore  withdrew  to  some  retreat  prepared  for  him  by 
the  kindness,  and  prudence  of  his  people,  where  he  was 
hid  almost  two  years.  Such  was  the  zeal  of  this  holy 
man,  that  his  retirement  was  not  a  s(ate  of  ease  and 
idleness  ;  he  was  never  more  active,  nor  better  employ- 
ed in  his  life.  The  churches,  knowing  of  his  retreat, 
jnain(ained  a  constant  correspondence  with  him.  80 
suitable,  and  ho  Irequent,  were  his  letters  to  the  churches, 
that  he  seemed  a^  iC  bodily  present  with  them. 

During  the  rage  of  this  persecution,  and  the  absenee 
ef  Cyprian,  the  church  of  Carthage  suffered  extremely. 
But  it  is  diflieuit  to  say  which  thinned  their  ranks  most. 
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tbe  tward  of  Deeiai,  or  the  cowardice  of  its  professed 
■lemberf .  Many  set  so  light  hj  their  religion,  that  they 
ran  to  the  altars  onsofieitedy  in  order,  bj  taerifiee,  to 
prevent  their  being  apprehended  as  Christians.  Others, 
throsgh  the  weakness  of  their  faith,  and  the  lore  of  life, 
were  prerailed  on  to  renounce  their  fellowship,  and  to 
konovr  the  gods.  Among  the  latter,  it  were  to  be  be* 
Bered  that  nombers  in  so  doing  pierced  themselTet 
throagh  with  naoj  sorrows,  and  enjoyed  no  peace  till 
they  again  openly  avowed  their  attachment  to  Chris- 
tiaaily,  and  sought  a  re-admission  to  the  ehnreh.  In- 
deed the  fact  spoke  for  itself.  Some,  who  had  been 
overcome  by  the  sudden  assault  of  the  enemy,  recover* 
ed  their  former  Btaading,  and  afterwards  sealed  their 
testimony  to  the  truth  with  their  blood. 

The  hypocrisy  of  sime,  and  the  timidity  of  others, 
during  these  days  of  suffering,  gave  rise  to  events  in  the 
ehureb,  which  in  their  issue  proved  disgraceful  and 
detrimental  to  the  great  cause  of  religion.  A  diversity 
of  opinion  arose  on  the  subject  of  re-admitting  to  the 
ehnreh  those  who  had  lapsed  through  fear  of  persecu- 
tion. Some  of  these,  it  seems,  had  been  received  to  com- 
sraiiiom  by  the  presbyters,  without  what  was  deemed  a 
•nIBeient  evidence  of  their  sorrow  and  repentance.  This 
proved  a  stumbling  block  to  those  who  had  braved  the 
fary  of  their  adversariet,  and  escaped  with  but  the  skim 
of  their  teeth.  Complaints  of  thes#  things  were  lodged 
with  Cyprian,  who,  ia  reply,  gave  it  as  his  opinion  that 
■one  of  the  lapsed  should  be  re-admitted  without  their 
pasoing  through  a  course  of  severe  eensure,  whereby 
the  aineerity  of  their  repentance  might  bo  proved;  and 
that  their  restoration  should  not  he  acknowledged  with- 
out the  consent  of  the  bishop.  And  he  advised  farther, 
in  order  to  prevent  eontentioni,  that  the  whole  matter 
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•boyld  be  left  till  bit  return,  wbea  he  wovld  obtaia  the 
opioion  and  adfiee  ef  the  whole  ehareh. 

It  appears  that  some  of  the  nartyrt,  and  eonfetsorv 
had  aeted  Tery  nnwiiely  in  relation  to  the  lapsed,  hj 
which  they  not  only  introduced  contention,  and  conn* 
tenanced  hypocrisy,  but  also  laid  the  first  principles  of 
thai  dangerous  departure  from  the  faith,  the  toersfttp  of 
saints  and  martyrs*  The  case  stands  thus :  the  lapsed 
fearing  lest  they  should  not  obtain  a  re*admission»  or 
disliking  the  discipline  of  shame  and  reproof,  fled  f» 
those  worthies  who  were  suffering  imprisonment,  and 
were  condemned  to  death.  To  these  they  expressed 
themselves  in  humble  ternu,  and  implored  their  chari- 
table intercession  with  the  church,  that  by  rirfue  of  re- 
commendations from  such  holy  men,  church  censure  and 
pastoral  discipline  might  be  dispensed  with,  and  they 
restored  to  their  former  privileges.  In  this  way  many 
were  re-admitted  to  fellowship.  Henee  the  names  of 
the  saints  were  canonized,  and  their  services  invoked* 
This  plan  of  intercession  was  carried  so  far,  that  some 
of  the  martyrs,  through  a  blinded  vanity,  left  behind 
them,  after  death,  papers  written  with  their  own  hands, 
or  by  their  orders,  containing  such  recommendations, 
leaving  blanks  for  the  insertion  of  such  names  as  might 
require  this  new-invented  aid.  This  is  evidently  tho 
origin  of  those  indulgences  which  in  after  ages  grew  to 
such  a  height  of  superstition  and  impiely. 

These  things  awakened  the  spirit  of  Cyprian.  He 
wrote  to  the  mistaken  conliMsors  on  the  subject,  con- 
demning such  measures.  And  he  sharply  reproved  the 
lapsed  themselves,  who  cndeaTonrod,  by  meant  so  un«> 
worthy,  to  set  at  nought,  not  only  the  discipline  of  Hhe 
ohnrch,  but  also  thereby  rendered  their  own  repentance 
doubtfuli  and  their  hypocrisy  probable. 
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WiMnC  m  propesnty  there  is  in  the  hinnan  mind  to  run 
iit4»  extremes.  Cyprian  has  been^  daring  great  part  of 
his  retreat,  exereisM  in  remedying  the  evils  of  a  lax 
Useipline.  Presently  we  shall  see  things  ruTersed,  and 
the  miad  of  the  same  good  man  grievously  harassed, 
throngb  a  pretention  to  extraordinary  purity  and  exaet- 
WMBf  savoarittf  mueh  more  of  spiritual  pride,  end  nn- 
fteliag  sererity,  than  of  a  regard  to  Christian  holiness, 
and  eluireh  order. 

h  seems  that  Cyprian,  though  elected  to  the  see  of 

Carthage   by   very  general  applause,  was    not  with- 

•ai  hto  enemies.    There  were  presbyters  in  his  own 

tharah  who  thonght  themselves  as  nineh  entitled  to  tho 

hishopriek  as  he.     These  watehed  Cyprian  with  a  jea- 

bos  and  envious  eye,  and  only  waited  a  suitable  oppor- 

tanity  to  display  their  spirit.    A  principal  actor  in  these 

scenes  was  Novatns,  one  of  the  disaffected  presbyters. 

Before  the  retirement  of  Cyprian,  this  man  had  been 

charged  with  conversation  unworthy  his  profession  and 

tfiee  ;  but  the  persecution  which  drove  away  the  bishop 

prevented  that  examination  of  his  conduct,  which  most 

Ukiily  woold  have  been  attended  with  the  eenfiore  of 

the  ehnreii.     During  the  absence  of  the  chief  pa«itor, 

NovaUM  succeeded  in  making  a  pany,  (who,  like  thn 

rebellions  in  the  camp  of  Israel,  that  said,  on  the  stay 

of  their  leader  in  the  mount,  <^  Up,  make  ns  gods  which 

shall  go  before  us,  for  as  for  this  Moses,  we  wot  not 

what  is  become  of  him,")  and  proceeded  to  appoint  For- 

tnnatas  to  the  see  of  Carthage,  to  the  exchntion  of  iho 

exiled  Cyprian*     Thb  ordination  of  the  new  bishop  was 

not  nniy  irregular,  bat  nngratefol  and  disingennoos,  and 

the  eoBsef|«enees  were  evidently  dreaded  by  Novaius, 

who,  bcfom  the  return  of  the  lawlbl  bishop,  crossed  tho 

sea,  and  Bed  to  Rome,  wiMre  he  pursued  the  same  mea* 
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tnrat  •/  eoBtetC  and  diTiiMBy  formiig  a  party  with 
NoTATiAH,  a  presbjter  of  tlie  Ranaa  ekarab.  Nata- 
tian,  dariDg  the  eaatroverty  on  the  flibjeet  af  the  lapitd, 
had  anbraeed  and  ateartad  taaiimrau  eaaaeniiag  thaai 
the  fliatt  rigid  aad  anaharitable*  Htf  so  far  fram  re* 
admitting  then  to  feUowfbip»  by  Tirtae  of  reeomaieiida* 
iioay  or  eyea  by  their  own  matt  oneqaivoeal  repeatanaej 
refined  to  re*adaiit  them  at  all,  leaying  them  to  the 
rigfaleaas  judgment  of  God.  How  the  lax  aapriaeipled 
NoTatat  coold  joia  ia  party  with  § aeh  a  maa,  it  to  ba 
aaeaanted  for  only  upon  the  priaeiplee  of  hamaa  aatare* 
The  fagitiTe  preibyter  beiag  in  ditgraee,  earad  net  what 
aeatimeBts  he  esponaed,  so  that  ha  eould  but  m»kt  bead 
agaiatt  Cypriaa. 

Wo  have  obterTed  befora,  that  Rome^  during  thaea 
avealty  was  without  a  bithop,  aad  for  many  montha  it 
had  been  unsafe  to  ordain  one;  but  at  lengthi  in  ardor 
ta  quell  the  lehitm  eyidently  rising  under  Novatian,  tha 
ahurehy  with  the  aatietance  of  aeighboaring  bithapa, 
appointed  Corneliot  to  that  office.  Novatian  had  made 
a  partyy  aad  he  alto  by  tome  meaat  obtained  appoint- 
meat  to  the  tame  offiee  in  oppotilioa  to  Comeiiut.  Tha 
real  eharaetert  of  both  thete  bithopt  appear  ta  be,  10  a 
general  poiat  of  view,  blamelettf  and  worthy  of  to  higpi 
a  ealliag ;  but  in  tha  affair  of  their  eieetiea  to  the  aaaM 
ttatiottt  both  eould  not  be  equally  to.  For  the  credit  af 
Noyatian,in  hit  union  with  Novatut,  it  it  to  be  believed 
that  he  had  not  an  apportunity  of  knowing  the  adtiim 
under  whieh  Novatet  fied  from  Carthage. 

SoBitM  hatnowreat  the  two  mott  flanrithiageharekaa 
ia  Chrittendom ;  but  we  tee,  upon  prioaiplet  the  moat 
appetite  and  diteardant.  At  Carthage,  whaleaame  dla« 
eipline  it  too  tevere  t  at  Rooie,  it  i»  not  terere  enough : 
and  in  Novatat,  wa  and  a  omm  thai  eaa  etpaaia  mmi 
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SB  abettor  In  both.  What  on  iotimate  oon- 
■exiofi  betweeB  all  erron ! 

Joft  belbro  tho  eipiratioa  of  two  jeart'  eslleaiettty 
Cjffmm  retarned  to  his  people^  and  ho  tpeodtly  eallod 
logetlier  hh  own,  and  the  depatiet  of  other  ehnrehet^  in 
order  that  these  matters  might  pass  io  review.  There* 
salt  of  this  eoansel  was,  that  Fortuoatiis  and  Noratian 
were  eondemned  as  sehismatieii,  and  eat  off  from  all  fel* 
lowship  with  the  general  ehnreh.  Unhappy  eoonsel  I 
and  still  more  nnhappt  sentenee !  The  wisdom  and 
eharity  of  Cjprtan  failed  of  a  perfeet  lot  in  these  eases. 
Bowerer  it  might  hare  been  with  Fortnnatns  and  his 
partj,  the  eharaeter  of  Novation  is  allowed  bj  all 
to  be  pvre,  and  in  the  grand  doetrtnes  elear ;  his  only 
error  was  in  being  an  exeessive  diseipKuarian,  and  in 
yieMing  to  an  episeopal  appointment,  in  opposition  to 
another,  pre-eleeted.  Surely  matters  might  have  been 
otherwise  adjusted,  than  to  have  issued  tn  an  exeoomia- 
nieatiou.  But  it  seems  that  jealousies  on  the  sob|eet  oi 
epioeopal  dignity  ran  so  high,  that  fbr  a  presbyter  to  do* 
pose  or  supersede  his  bishop  was  at  onee  grievous  and 
unpardonable.  Prom  the  letters  of  Cornelius  and  of 
Cyprian  on  the  oeeasion,  it  4s  evident  they  were  sadly 
irritated,  and  being  overeome  with  intemperate  heat, 
gave  vent  to  expressions  by  far  too  strong,  and  very 
aiueh  too  high  for  ^  man  that  is  a  worm,  and  tho  son  of 
man  that  is  but  a  worm." 

The  party  of  Fortnnatns,  at  Carthage,  soon  dwindled 
into  eontempt ;  froni  whence,  I  sospeel,  he  was  far  from 
being  equal  in  eharaeter  to  Novation.  The  sect  of  the 
fatter  were  denominated  CATHAMf,  whioh  signtfies  /mw. 
Whetlier  this  distinetion  were  assumed  by  the  party 
theaiselves,  or  put  upon  them  by  othets^as  puritan  and 
wMorfM  in  later  ages»  is  Hoertain#  Tho  Novalianm 
la 
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lUiMd  a  difttiBct  •knrek  for  bm/  7«iu*ft|  eviA  ^4 
CAilliase,  they  mde  head  to  far  m  to  ardaia  a  hishapf 
aad  it  eaaaot  he  deaiad  hat  that,  at  a  badjr,  Ihej  pia?a< 
themitlvee  to  be  at  aNieb  a  pari  af  iha  trae  ahareh^  tm 
it  thay  had  aat  teparatod  or  beea  eat  aft  Nataliasy 
like  a  true  dieeiple  Qt  Chriet^f^riiied  hia  diriae  Maator^ 
IB  jieUiag  ta  auirtjrdoai,  rather  than  saariiea  a  geed 
aaaseieoee ;  aad  Cjpriaa  did  the  taae^  aad  bath  undar 
the  Muae  emperor.  What  a  pitj  that  goad  men,  mm 
aealoaely  lerviag  in  the  eaaie  grand  eaaee,  aad  at  laat 
eatoriaifp  into  the  sane  glorj,  ehoald  have  to  grattljF 
aifltaken  eaeh  other,  and  abetaiaed  fraei  that  eoauna* 
aiaa  on  earth  whieh  they  now  eo  freely  ei^  ia  hea^eiu 

The  return  of  Cypriaa  to  hie  people  was  atteadad 
with  innumerable  benefits^  aad  the  death  of  Deeias  eoott 
lUlowed,  whieh  gate  a  shart  reepito  to  the  aJUetad 
eiinreh*  Gallos,  on  his  aeeeesiony  was  too  mueh  i 
pied  ia  the  affairs  of  his  empiroi  to  attead  to  the  i 
f  uenees  resulting  IVom  the  propagatioa  of  Chrietiaaity* 
Bat  the  period  of  rest  lasted  oaiy  a  few  amiths.  Galloa 
-was  the  avowed  eaemy  of  the  Christiaas*  He  baaishad 
Cornelius,  who  died  uader  his  sulferngs.  Lueius  sua* 
aeeded  in  the  see  of  Roaie,  and  was  imaMdiatoly  seal 
iato  eiiley  from  wheaee  ho  was  shertly  saffered  to  ra* 
larai  but  his  martyrdom  speedily  followed.  ^Tha 
apiseopal  teat  at  Rome  was  theOf  it  seems,  the  next  dear 
to  oMirtyrdom." 

About  this  tJBMy  a  dreadfhl  pestileaee  broke  out  ia 
Africa,  the  ravnges  of  whieh  were  inealeulable :  the 
towas  were  thinned,  and  whole  faaiilies  were  entirely 
swept  away.  The  effeet  this  oveat  prodaeed  on  the 
■rinds  af  pagaas,  added  greatly  to  the  ealeaMty :  tha 
stroeto  of  the  eity  were  lltod  with  dead  bodies,  throaf^ 
tha  fear  af  tha  sarflfiagiahabitaate.    AUwaa( 
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ma4  iiMmtkjf  •wetfi  with  ike  CbritCiaiM. 
tliej  potsened  tlieir  iMiJt.  InAetd  the  i 
tiea,  awfeJ  at  it  was,  afforded  them  an  opportonity  rf 
■hawfliiP  the  vMt  saperieritj  of  their  religion,  to  tho 
phileeophj  and  saperstition  of  the  heathen.  Cyprian 
enplayed  both  hie  eloqaeme  and  his  piety  on  the  oeea- 
siott.  fle  pointed  ont  to  his  people  the  preeepts  of  the 
Lard  Jesas :  ^  Overeome  evil  with  good ;  love  your 
cacMies ;  do  good  to  them  that  hate  you.  If  you  love 
them  that  lore  you,  do  not  even  the  publicans  the  sanef 
Be  ye  perfeet  as  your  Father  in  heaven  is  perlbet!'' 
The  Christians,  every  nan  as  he  had  ability,  rushed 
farward  Co  help  in  a  time  so  peeuliar.  The  rieh  eon- 
ttihaled  af  their  sobstanee ;  the  poor  gave  their  labour 
at  the  hazard  of  their  lives  $  and  thus  many  of  the  sick 
were  reeavcred,  and  the  dead  were  buried,  'i  hese  things 
the  paar  pagans  saw  with  admiration,  while  themselves 
were  sot  able  to  help  eaeh  other.  But  the  fortitude  of 
the  Christians,  together  with  the  signal  services  thejr 
pedbrmed,  seareely  restrained-  the  pagan  priesthood 
ftom  ebarging  the  calamity  upon  the  spread  of  Chris* 
tiaaity,  aad  from  tailing  upon  the  emperor  to  extirpate 
te  Iktth,  ia  order  to  appease  /the  fury  of  the  gods. 
Dariag  the  perseifUtion  under  Gallns,  Cyprian  waa 
Ikrcateaed,  but  God  preserved  him  from  the  wrath  of 
hit  eaaanes,  and  the  emperor  was  slain  in  the  year  959. 
That,  in  the  short  space  of  about  four  yearv,  we  have 
ttcB  two  princet  successively  wasting  the  church  of 
Sod,  and  both  of  them  brought  to  an  untimely  death* 
Wa  haire  teea  a  persecution  in  which  never  such  oppe* 
sites  BMt  I*  by  it  the  church  was  both  purged  of  hypo- 
tiitea,  aad  torn  by  schism.  To  beoame  a  bishop  was  ta 
a  martyr,  aad  yet  what  struggling  for  that 
U    Upon  the  wbaky  it  is  ovideal  that  mutk  rital 
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godlineti  was  displayed,  and  the  ebarMlar  ^  ikm  ine 
9hwrth  greatly  eatablblied. 


CHAPTER  IV. 

The  Emperor  Valerian. 

iPeaee  of  the    Church — Great  Persecution — Sifffkring^ 
and  JUartyrdom  of  Cyprian-^Rest. 

<<  Put  not  your  trust  in  princes,"  is  the  adviee  of  a 
•acred  penman  :  the  value  of  such  advice^  the  ehnreh 
had  learned  by  eiperienee.  The  first  four  years  of  Vale- 
rian's reign  afforded  a  season  of  peace  and  refreshmeftt  $ 
but  many  a  fair  morning  has  prt  dueed  a  threatening 
noon,  and  before  the  day  has  finished,  the  travelier  has 
been  overtaken  with  a  sweeping  tempest. 

The  season  of  rest  appears  for  a  while  to  have  been 
well  employed.  The  chuicb  met  by  an  association  of 
officers  and  deputies  from  the  various  societies,  in  order 
to  take  into  consideration  those  things  which  had  been 
the  occasion  of  so  much  discord  and  divbion.  Many  of 
these  things  were  amicably  settled.  Cyprian  was  par^ 
tirularly  active  in  purifying  the  church  from  scandal- 
oi^  and  dirtordcrly  members.  He  exchanged  with  hit 
brethren  a  great  number  of  scriptural,  salutary,  and 
pertinent  epistles  Nor  were  the  ministers  wholly  taken 
up  in  directing  matters  at  home ;  they  went  out  every 
where  as  opportunity  offered,  and  published  the  word  of 
life.  Alioiit  this  time,  probably,  many  chnrebes  were 
planted  in  €^ermany,  Spain,  Gktnl ;  and  those  already 
planted  were  watered,  and  abundantly  increased  bj 
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kmk  acfdttitiMif  of  help.  WhUe  these  rtgsUtioBS  and 
tiertiMM  were  goisg  on,  a  capital  eootroyerty  arofe^ 
whieli  sadlj  broke  in  upon  the  intenial  peaee  of  iho 
ilarek* 

Tkt  ^vettioa  was,  *<  Whether  perioos  retonung  front 
the  aohunatieal  party  to  the  general  ehareh  oaght  to  . 
ho  re-teptized."  Cjpriao  maiotained  that  thej  oughL 
StefhoB,  biohop  of  Rome,  took  the  eootrary  tide.  Baoh 
had  Ua  eolleagoet  in  opinion,  and  the  ditpoto  ran  high| 
and  aaother  rent  had  well  nigh  been  the  eomeqnenee| 
hat  6od  itopped  in,  and  gave  the  churehei  tomethiig 
dte  lo  do»  The  emperor  Valerian  decided  that  eoatro* 
feny  wtthoat  aaiwering  the  question. 

TUs  prioeo  for  a  while  favoored  the  Christians  to  so 
a  degrooy  that  they  were  allowed  to  he  about  his 
,  aad  to  oeeopy  departments  of  office  in  his  palaco 
and  aonrt :  hut  suddenly  the  conduct  of  the  emperor  took 
a  tarn,  and  he  breathed  nothing  but  threatening  and 
slaaghter.  This  change  of  behaviour  is  ascribed  to  th^ 
iidaeaee  of  Macrianas,  a  favourite  of  the  emperor,  but 
a  cmel  bigotted  pagan,  and  a  bitter  enemy  of  the  Chris<* 
tiaa  fiuth.* 

It  la  diflknlt  to  say  in  what  part  of  the  empire  tho 
ptneevtion  began  first  to  rage.  Macrianas  took  care 
ta  render  it  as  general  as  malice  and  power  could  effect, 
▲t  R«ae,  Sixtas,  the  bishop,  was  the  first  person  of 

*  Vftlerian,  upon  hit  own  principles^  if  he  had  any,  was  a  friend 
to  the  CbrifltiaDs ;  but  by  the  instigatioii  of  his  favourite  coono 
•eOof,  be  is  induced  to  Tiolate  his  own  conscience,  and  cross  bis 
inm  ledtags.  How  ftw  men  have  convictions  firm  and  decisive 
to  produce  a  steady  conduct,  A  great  proportion  of 
I  are  without  principles  and  without  opinions  i  they  arc 
Wt  the  mere  tools  of  others ;  they  doas  4h^  an  bid,  but  nevcv 
I  to  think  Cor  themselves. 
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official   dMtinetion  that  fell  a  yictim  to  the  blind  pre- 
jadiee  of  Valerian.     The  cireumstaneef  atteoding  bia 
martyrdom  are  worthy  of  note.     In  his  way  to  exooa- 
tion,  be  was  followed  by  Laurenlius,  one  of  bis  deaeonsi 
who,  weeping,  said,   <<  Whither  art  thou  going,  father* 
without  thy  son  ?"    Sixlus  replied,  «<  In  three  days  tlMO 
•halt  follow  me.''     The  spirit  of  propheey  was  not 
neeessary  in  such  a  time,  to  foresee  the  speedy  death  of 
the  deacon.     An  idea  of  the  wealth   of  the   Bonan 
ohureb  prevailing  in  the  mind  of  the  prefect,  he  order- 
ed Laurenlius  (o  be  brought  before  him,  of  whom  lie 
demanded  the  treasures  of  the  church.  ^^  Give  me  time,'' 
replied  the  deacon,  ^<  to  set  things  in  order,  and  I  will 
render  an  account  of  every  particular."    Three  dayi 
were  granted,  during  which  time  Laurentius  gathered 
together  all  the'  poor    who    were  pensioners  *on  the 
church's  bounty ;  then,  going  to  the  magistrate,  said, 
^  Come  with  me,  and  1  will  shew  you  a  large  court  Ibll 
of  golden  vefsels."      The  prefect  followed;   bat  dia- 
covering  the  sage  device,  he  turned  away  with  an  angr j 
look,    <<  What  are  you  so  displeased  about  ?"  said  the 
deacon;  <M he  treasure  you  so  eagerly  desire  i^  but   a 
contemptible  mineral  dug  from  the  earth ;  these  poor 
people  are  the  true  gold,  these  are  the  treanures  I  pro- 
mised you,  make  these  riches  subserve  the  best  interest 
of  Rome,  of  the  emperor,  and  of  yourself." — ^'  IKi  yon 
thus  mock  me?"  cries  the  prefect  f  <*I  am  aware  jou 
pride  yourselves  upon  your  contempt  of  death,  1  w  ill 
therefore  make  your  death  lingering  and  painful."   The 
ingenious  deacon  was  then  stripped,  fastened  to  a  grid* 
iron,  and  placed  over  a  slow  fire.     This  only  prodoeed 
the  discovery  of  the  magnanimity  of  the  martyr.  After 
fcaving  remained  some  time  in  this  state,  he  said,  *♦  Let 
me  be  turned,  I  am  quite  done  on  one  side  I"    Beio^ 
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bj  these  nionsiers,  he  added,  <<  It  it  enough,  yon 
wmy  ienre  me  up  !*'  With  his  eyet  lifted  op  to  HeaveOf 
he  prayed  for  hie  eoeiaies,  and  fell  asleep. 

B«t  oot  of  the  mouths  of  babes  and  sueklings  God  ean 

perfeet  praise.  In  Cappadoeia,  a  ehild  named  Ctbil,  in 

spirit  and  eharaeter  followed  hard  after  the  Roman  dea* 

c«tB«    By  what   means  he  was  conrerted  is  unknowui 

b«l  he  boldly  eonfessed  Jesus,  and  called  upon  his  name. 

ffie  own  father  drove  him  from  his  home.    Children  of 

hsi  own  age  and  aequaintanee  made  him  the  subject  of 

qwrt    Bnt  nothing  eould  prevail  on  him  to  renounee 

his  profession.    He  was  taken  before  the  magistrate, 

who  said  to   him,  ^<  My  ehild,  be  persuaded  to  eonsult 

yenr  eomfort.    I   will  pardon  you,  and  restore  yon  to 

yenr  father's  house,  wherein  you  may  not  fail  to  enjoy 

hie  eetate  $  be  wise,  and  thiuk  on  your  interest."    ^  I 

njoiee,''  replied   Ihe  ehild,  <<  to  bear  such  reproaeh  $ 

By  being  expelled  my  father's  house  is  a  matter  for  joy  5 

God  has  prepared  a  mansion  for  me.    1  fear  not  death, 

it  is  the  way  to  life."    The  lad  was  bound  by  order  of 

the  judge,  and  led  to  the  plae e  of  execution ;  but  eom* 

■and    was  given  to  bring  him  back  again,  hoping  the 

sight  might  overcome  his  resolution.  This  however  had 

■oC  the  desired  effect.     Cyril  remained  more  than  in- 

lexible.    The  judge,  unwilling  to  execute  the  sentence, 

tontinned  to  remonstrate.   *<  Your  fire  and  sword,"  says 

tibe  yoong  martyr^  are  to  roe  as  nothing.    I  am  going 

heme  to  the  possession  of  durable  riches ;  do  your  office, 

Ihal  I  may  away  to  the  enjoyment  of  them  without  de« 

Jty."  The  spectators  wept  at  the  sight.    <<  Weep  not," 

ttnid  the  youth,  <<  rather  rejoice  with  me  !"    Thus  ho 

redOo^i,  and  entered  into  peace. 
Egypti  the  persecution  raged  with   great  fury. 
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]>eatk  or  banishment  was  the  lot  of  every  one, 

boMness  in  hit  profefiion  hrooght  him  nnter  the  eogmi* 

snnoe  of  the  magistrate.    The  treatment  of  Dionjrim, 

hithop  of  Alexandria,  will  ^etvt  at  a  specimen.    Tbw 

good  man  was  apprehended  withfrar  others,  and  hrmi^t 

hefere  the  prefect,  who  ordered  the  bish^  to  reemmft» 

saying  that  his  example  would  haro  great  inflo<»ee    om 

others  $  and  so  it  probably  wonld,  bnt  Dionysins  knew 

in  whom  he  had  beliered,  and  boldly  replied,  «  y^% 

onght  to  obey  Ood  rather  than  man ;  I  worship  O^n, 

who  alone  ouglitto  bo  worshipped.**  **  Bear  the  clemett- 

Bj  of  tho  emperor,**  said  the  jodge,  **  yon  are  atl  puv 

doned,  provided  yon  return  to  your  doty,  and  adore  (be 

gods   who  gaard  tho  empire.'*    The  bishop  answered. 

We  worship  the  onb  Gob,  the  Maker  of  all  things,  wlie 

gave  the  empire  to  the  most  clement  emperors,  Valeriam 

and  GallieDus,  to  whom  we  pour  out  incessant  prayern 

for  the  prosperity  of  their  administration.**    «  Wliy,»* 

said  the  prefect,  "  can  you  not  still  adore  that  God  of 

your's  in  conjunction  with  the  worship  of  our's  ?**   Here 

wo  see  the  sin  imputed  to  the  Christians  was  not  so 

much  in  worshipping  Jehovah,  as  in  worshipping  him  In 

the  exclusion  of  all  others.    Dionysius  replied,  «  y^t 

worship  no  other  God."    The  bishop  and  his  eompan. 

ions  were  banished  to  a  place  on  the  borders  of  the  den^ 

ert  Cephro.    Such  were  the  restrictions  under  whteh 

the  chnrches  were  laid,  that  great  numbers  from  Alex< 

andria,  and  other  parts  round  about,  followed  the  bish^ 

op  into  exile.    At  the  first,  the  Christians  were  mvel 

persecuted  by  the  heathen  inhabiting  that  territory  ;  yej 

God  was  with  his  people,  and  made  their  pagan  foes  ne^ 

only  to  be  at  peace  with  them,  but  some  were  conatram 

ed  to  throw  away  their  idols,  and  eonfoss  tho  Lord   Je 
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MM.  Then  and  there  was  fulfilled  that  tcriptore,  ^  The 
wiMcTBett  and  the  solitary  plaee  shall  be  glad  for  then 
and  the  desert  shall  blossom  as  the  rose." 

The  magistrate  hearingof  their  saceess,  eomnanded 
them  to  be  seattered  and  driren  to  other  plaees.  The 
saldiers  exeeated  the  sentenee  with  the  greatest  cruelty: 
they  were  laid  in  bonds,  scoorged»  tortured,  slain  with 
the  sword,  bnmed  in  the  fire,  or  driven  far  into  the  des- 
ert  to  be  consumed  with  hunger  and  thirst,  and  naked- 
ness. Among  these  sufferers  were  persons  of  all  ranks 
and  conditions,  of  both  sexes,  young  and  aged*  What 
havoe  woold  sneh  a  persecution  make  among  professors 
in  onr  day  !  Header  I  could  you  stand  such  a  trial,  and 
so  nobly  resist  ?  Young  men  and  maidens  1  what  think 
yonofChrbt?  Is  he  worth  such  sacrifices,  and  coul4 
yon,  if  called,  thus  endure  ? 

Jn  sneh  a  persecution,  Cyprian  was  not  likely  to  be 
passed  by.  Ho  was  too  great  and  too  holy  a  character 
not  to  gather  some  laurels  in  the  conflict  He  had  es« 
eaped  with  hb  life  fVom  two  bloody  persecutions,  but  in 
the  third  he  was  crowned.  All  the  circumstances  at* 
tasding  the  sufferings  and  death  of  this  primitive  bishop^ 
are  highly  worth  remembrance. 

Fatemas  wm  proconsul  of  Carthage,  by  whose  man- 
date  he  was  apprehended,  and  brought  into  his  presence 
in  the  eonneil-chamber.  The  proconsul  opened  his  or- 
ders t#  Cyprian  thus.: 

FrocansuL  The  sacred  emperors,  Valerian  and  Gal- 
fiennSf  have  done  me  the  honour  to  direct  letters  (o  me, 
in  which  they  decree,  that  all  men  adore  the  gods  whom, 
the  Romans  adore,  on  pain  of  being  slain  with  the  swords 
I  hare  heard  that  yon  despise  the  gods,  and  rcAise  them 
wornhip,  whence  it  is  my  advice  that  yon  consult  yonr 
safety,  aad  pay  them  adoration* 
K 
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Ctfprian.  I  am  a  Chriatian  ^  I  know  na  {^d  but  the 
true  God,  wbo  ereated  heaven  and  earth,  the  tea  and  all 
things  therein.  Thi§  is  the  God  we  Christians  obey ;  to 
him  we  direct  our  prajers  day  and  night ;  we  suppli- 
cate for  all  men  not  forgetting  the  emperors* 

Pro.  You  shall  die  the  death  of  a  malefactor,  if  you 
persist  in  your  inclination. 

Cyp.  That  is  a  good  inclination  which  fears  God,  and 
therefore  must  not  be  changed. 

Pro.  You  must  then,  by  the  order  of  the  princes,  be 
banished. 

Cyp*  He  is  no  exile  who  has  God  in  his  heart,  forihe 
earth  is  the  Lord's  and  the  fulness  thereof. 

Pro.  Before  yon  withdraw,  discover  to  me  the  retreat 
of  your  presbyters,  who  are  said  to  be  somewhere  con- 
aealed  in  the  city. 

Cyp.  The  Roman  princes  have  made  edicts  against 
the  practice  of  informers.  They  ought  therefore  not  to 
be  discovered  by  me. 

Pro,  I  will  put  you  to  the  torture,  and  make  you  dis- 
cover them. 

Cyp.  By  me  they  shall  not  be  discovered. 
Pro.  Our  princes  have  ordered  that  Christians  hold 
no  assemblies*  and  whoever  breaks  this  rule  shall  suffer 
death. 

Cyp.  Do  as  you  are  ordered. 

During  this  examination,  Cyprian  maintained  the 
true  dignity  of  a  Christian*  Such  a  conduct  donbtleas 
must  have  in  some  measure  awed  the  magistrate,  for  he 
seemed  not  disposed  to  do  him  hurt.  The  torture  waa 
not  inflicted,  but  the  bishop  was  banished  to  a  little 
town  called  Curiibis,  on  the  coast  over-against  Sieily. 
9nrobis  was  pleasantly  situated,  and  the  air  salobrious. 
Here  he  was  indnlged  with  a  privata  lodging,  and  kind- 
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1^  tremfted  by  the  inhabitaots.  Hid  friends  bad  aeaett 
to  bin,  and  far  eleven  months  he  was  well  emplojed,  as 
in  bis  former  exile^  in  writing  to  the  goffering  eharehes, 
and  to  their  ministers. 

In  the  year  859,  Cyprian  was  permitted  to  return,  and 
to  take  np  his  residence  in  a  garden  near  his  own  eity. 
Foreseeingy  from  the  nature  of  the  times,  that  his  eon- 
tiaoanee  in  the  body  eould  not  be  long  protracted,  ha 
proceeded  to  bring  the  affairs  uf  his  church  into  as  good 
order  as  possible,  and  to  distribute  the  remains  of  his 
possessions  among  the  poorer  brethren  It  now  remain^ 
cd  that  he  should  prepare  for  martyrdom  ;  for  the  or- 
ders of  Valerian  had  been  given  that  all  church  minis- 
ters should  be  pot  to  death,  and  that  all  other»  should 
suffer  loss  of  goods,  and  be  either  banished,  or  reduced 
to  slavery. 

Sneh  was  the  real  worth  of  Cyprian's  character,  and 
such  was  the  estimation  in  which  it  was  held,  that  many 
of  the  principal  state  officers  in  Carthage  offered  their 
serviees  to  him.  in  order  to  screen  him  from  the  fury  of 
the  times  ;  they  would  have  suffered  him  not  only  to 
have  made  his  eseape,  but  promised  also  to  find  him 
places  of  safety  in  the  remoter  parts  of  the  conntry. 
which  they  would  have  pledged  themselre^  never  to 
reveal.  This  Cyprian  knew,  if  found  ont,  might  prove 
eieeedingly  dangerous  to  them,  and  not  eventually  ser« 
Ticeable  to  him.  To  a  man  like  this,  such  retreat 
would  have  been  worse  than  banishment ;  he  therefore 
declined  to  accept  their  kindness,  and  resolved  to  wait 
the  divine  will.  He  possessed  too  mnch  real  know- 
ledge to  offer  himself  for  martyrdom ;  and  he  considered 
It  equally  unworthy  his  character,  cireomttanee<l  as  ha 
was,  to  attempt  any  longer  to  evade  that  dispensatiom 
which  Providence  was  evidently  bringing  upon  him. 
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b  hii  Mariyrdom,  there  was  one  thing  he  wished  to 
•eevre.  It  was,  that  he  might  suffer  at  Carthage,  in 
Ihe  sight  ot  his  own  people.  In  this  desire  we  dare  not 
say  he  was  blameable.  Aeeordinglj,  when  soldiers  were 
irstsent  to  apprehend  him,  the  proeonsnl  being  then  at 
Utiea,  Cyprian  stepped  aside  to  some  place  of  eonceal* 
ment  i  but  when  he  understood  the  proconsul  was  re* 
turned,  he  again  appeared  in  his  garden,  where  he  wae 
presently  seised  by  officers  appointed  for  that  purpose. 
The  next  day  he  was  taken  to  the  prsctorium,  attended 
by  a  vast  eoneeorse  of  his  affectionate  people,  together 
with  a  crowd  of  all  ranks  and  classes.  His  guards, 
while  waiting  for  the  appearance  of  the  magistrate, 
shewed  him  great  kindness,  and  treated  him  in  a  maa« 
aer  worthy  his  character  and  office^  At  length,  the 
Judgment -seat  being  occupied,  Cyprian  was  ordered  to 
stand  before  it,  and  answer  to  his  name  and  accusation. 

Pro,  Are  yon  Thaseius  Cyprian  ? 

Cjff.  I  am. 

Pro.  Are  you  he  whom  the  Christians  call  their 
bishop  ? 

Cyp.  I  am. 

Pto.  Our  princes  have  ordered  you  to  worship*  tho 
gods. 

Cyp.  That  I  shall  not  do.  ^ 

Pro.  You  had  better  consult  your  safety,  and  not  de* 
spise  the  gods. 

Cyp.  My  safety  and  power  is  Christ  the  Lord, -whom 
I  desire  to  serve  for  ever. 

Pro.  I  pity  your  case,  and  wish  I  could  consult  for 
you. 

Cffp.  I  do  not  wish  things  to  he  otherwise  than  they 
are.  Adoring  my  God,  I  hasten  to  him  with  all  the  ar* 
door  of  my  soul ;  lor  the  aiBictions  of  this  present  time 
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are  not  worthy  to  be  eompared  with  the  glorj  that  fthall 
he  rerealed  in  as. 

Fro.  {In  a  great  rage)  Ton  hare  lived  in  a  most  ta- 
erile^ons  manner  for  a  long  time,  and  have  formed  an 
impious  eonspiraej,  and  have  shewn  yourself  an  enemy 
to  the  gods  and  their  religion,  and  have  not  regarded  the 
just  eouneils  of  our  princes,  but  have  obstinately  per- 
sisted in  being  the  ringleader  of  the  impious  sect :  yon 
shall  therefore  suflTer,  as  an  example  to  the  rest,  and 
they  shall  learn  their  doty  by  your  blood.  Let  Thas- 
ein«  Cyprian,  who  refuses  to  honour  (he  gods,  be  put  to 
death  by  the  sword." 

**  God  be  praised  !"  said  the  magnanimous  martyr. 
As  they  led  him  away  from  the  preetorinm,  a  multitude 
of  the  Christians  followed,  crying,  **  Let  us  die  with  our 
holy  bishop." 

A  piirty  of  soldiers  attended  him,  with  the  officers 
and  magistrates  of  the  city.  They  conducted  him  to  a 
spacious  place  surrounded  with  trees;  these  were  climb- 
ed by  multitudes  to  witness  the  issue.  Cyprian,  with 
great  composure,  took  off  his  mantle  and  fell  on  his 
knees.  After  having  worshipped,  he  laid  aside  liis  other  ' 
^rments,  bound  a  napkin  over  his  eyes,  a  presbyter  and 
deacon  that  attended,  tied  his  hands  for  him,  and  the 
Chrifttinns  laid  before  him  on  the  ground  tbeir  band- 
kerchiefs  to  receive  his  blood.  He  ordered  (hat  (he  eie- 
entioner  should  receive  iwenfy-five  golden  denarii  :and 
then  by  the  sword  hi*  head  was  severed  from  his  body. 
1  hus  fell  Cyprian  !  and  thus  fell  Jphn  Baptist !  but 
when  God  maketh  inquisition  for  blood,  may  i  be  found 
with  the  most  contemptible  of  the  sect  of  Xaxarenes, 
rather  fhan  with  the  Herods,  and  the  Valerians,  who 
have  sat  on  thrones,  and  shone  in  purple. 

The  reign  of  this  bloody  emperor  lasted  butra  short 
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time  bejFond  the  death  of  the  Chriatiaa  bi§hep.  In  the 
war  against  Sapor,  king  of  Persiat  he  was  taken  ea|^ 
tive  :  the  vietor  degraded  him  beyond  meatare  j  trod  on 
Uf  neek  nben  he  moupted  his  horse,  and  at  length  ha<| 
him  flayed  alive,  and  rvbbed  all  over  with  salt*  The 
defeat  and  death  of  this  prinee  produced  an  armistice  for 
the  church.  Surely  the  wrath  uf  man  shall  praise  thee* 
O  God  !  and  the  remainder  of  wrath  thou  shalt  restrain. 


CHAPTER  V, 

Thk  Rbiow  or  Gallisnus  to  tbb  End  of   rnu 
Cbnturt. 

Gregory  ThawmatwrguB — Fad  of  JSamosaia. 

The  space  of  forty  years  lies  before  us ;  during  which 
we  shall  be  able  to  gather  comparatively  few  materiaJs 
to  furnish  much  instruction  and  improvement.  A  tisne 
•f  peace  has  generally  proved  a  time  of  much  corruption 
and  departure  from  God.  Heresies  have  time  to  grow 
and  strengthen,  and  contentions  ripen  into  divisions. 
The  rest  enjoyed  by  the  church  during  this  period  was 
not  without  some  interruption.  The  spirit  of  persecu- 
tion was  not  dead.  Paganism  and  worldly  interest  can 
never  be  cordially  at.peace  with  real  (Christianity.  How« 
ever,  the  persecution  was  partial  till  the  reign  of  Aure- 
lian,  vihen,  having  scarcely  broken  out,  the  death  of 
that  emperor  hnshed  the  storm  again  to  sleep. 

We  have  sees  that  the  end  of  the  former  mgn,  ia 
%  political  view,  was  inglorioos  and  calamitona.  Yale- 
fian  was  made  a  eaj^tive  by  hii  enemies^  who  impro? i^g 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ  IC 


Olap.  9m  Mkrinm.  lit 

tte  coaqnesf,  attacked  the  empire  od  all  sides,  so  that 
tkereif^nof  Oallixnus  eoinmeneed  onder  the  greatest 
tedraatages.  Id  addition  to  the  teourge  of  war,  the 
SMBtrj  was  grievoasly  afflieted  with  earthquakes,  inan^ 
dttieas,  pestileoees,  ikmine ;  and  such  were  the  eonvul- 
sieas  af  aatare,  that  the  whole  empire  seemed  on  the  eye 
•f  destraetion.  dtmiJar  were  the  eireamstances  of  Alex* 
aadria,  whieh  afforded  the  Christians  an  opportunity 
tf  displajing  the  super-eieeilenee  of  their  religion,  in 
visiting  the  sick,  and  administering  to  the  necessities  of 
the  wretched. 

Gallienus,  eonlrary  to  his  predeeessors,  could  not  he 
persnaded  to  ascribe  these  calamities  to  the  furj  of  the 
gt^M  aTcnging  the  spread  of  Christianity  ;  he  embraced 
a  contrary  opinion,  concluding  that  the  Supreme  Being 
lavosred  that  syslero,  and  that  he  would  be  favourable 
to  all  that  promoted  its  interest.  He  therefore  issued 
hb  edicts,  commanding  the  toleration  and  protection  of 
Christianity.  Bat  the  empire  being  |om  and  divided 
by  faetions,  these  edicts  did  not  secure  that  safety  in' all 
the  provinces  which  they  were  designed  to  effect.  Ma- 
ay  of  the  faithful  fell  by  the  persecalions  of  Macrianus, 
wba  had  usurped  the  empire  in  the  Bast.  And  indeed 
aasM  of  the  magistrates  and  officers  in  the  army  took  oc- 
catioB,  of  their  own  aathority,  to  harass  and  even  to 
pot  Christiais  to  death*  In  Palestine,  a  soldier  named 
Martans,  a  man  of  great  bravery,  and  of  a  noble  and 
wealthy  family,  suffered  death  through  these  means.  A 
vaeaney  in  the  office  of  centurion  having  occurred,  Ma- 
rians was  called  |p  fill  it.  Another  soldier,  neit  in 
rank,  wishing  to  be  promoted  himself,  lodged  informa- 
tiaa  against  Marinas  as  a  Christian.  l*he  governor  in- 
terragated  Marians,  who  eonfessed,  and  deaied  aot. 
The  goveraor  gave  him  three  hours  tn  consider  the  aial- 
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ter.  In  the  mean  time  Marinas  had  opportanit  j  to  eon- 
fult  Theotecneii,  his  pastor,  who,  taking  him  hj  the 
hand,  led  him  into  the  chureh,  and  pointing  him  to  the 
sword,  which  hung  by  the  warriors  side,  and  to  the  New 
Testament  which  he  held  in  his  own  hand,  <<  Which  of 
the  two,"  said  Theoteenes, "  do  you  choose  ?"  The  god- 
ly soldier  stretched  out  his  hand,  and  embraced  the  holy 
volume  :  ^<  Hold  fast  then,"  said  the  pastor,  ^*  cleare  to 
God  ;  what  you  have  thus  chosen  shall  be  your  happiness 
and  being  strengthened  by  him  depart  in  peace."  The 
three  hours  being  elapsed,  he  was  ordered  to  appear 
before  the  governor  with  his  decision.  He  obeyed,  and 
most  nobly  confessed  his  faith  in  Christ.  The  magis- 
trate gave  sentence  against  him,  and  he  was  immediate- 
ly beheaded. 

One  particular  act  of  the  church  about  this  time  was 
directed  against  the  errors  of  Sabellius,  an  African  pres- 
byter, whose  system  aimed  at  a  more  rational  represen- 
tation of  the  Godliead,  but,  like  all  other  systems  which 
go  to  explain  divine  mysteries,  does  but  confuse  the 
doctrine,  and  destroy  the  ground  of  an  implicit  faith  in 
the  wisdom  of  God,  as  asserted  in  the  scriptures.  In  this 
controversy,  Dionysios,  bishop  of  Alexandria,  was  pecu- 
liarly successful,  and  some  of  his  writings  on  the  sub- 
j'M»t  are  preserved,  which  show  the  purity  of  his  faith, 
and  the  soundness  of  his  understanding. 

AboOt  this  time  flourished  the  famous  Gregory,  sur- 
named  Thanmaturgus,  (wonder-worker.)  Concerning 
this  man  much  has  been  said  by  ecclesiastical  writers, 
both  in  praise  of  his  virtues,  and  in  "-ensure  of  his  super- 
stition. He  was  horn  of  pagan  parentsin  Neocpesarea, 
the  chief  city  of  Cappadocia.  Pursuing  his  philosoph- 
ical studies,  he  was  met  by  Origen,  then  teaching  at  that 
City.     He  presently  fell  in  with  Ongen't  opinions,  and 
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keemss   liift  diieiple.    AAer  a  while,  a  neigliboiriDg 
hkkiop  prevailed  on  yoong  Gregory  to  set  up  aif  episeo- 
pd  staiidard  at  Neoesiarea,  the  iohabitantt  of  whieh^ 
with  tke  exeeption  of  a  few  individualsy  were  deroted  ta 
adeiatry.  Here  it  is  said  Gregory  laboured  with  great  sue- 
eeaiy  so  that  not  only  a  numerous  ehurch  was  gathered 
Uiget]Mr,bnt  that  at  his  death  he  left  no  more  idolatecs 
ia  the  eity  than  at  first  he  found  Christians.    The  sna- 
ectsof  this  bbhop  has  been  aseribed  to  the  plenitude  of 
miraealoiis  gifts  which  he  is  said  to  have  possessed,  and 
by  whieh  he  mightily  eonvinced  the  people.    It  had 
«Mt  eertainly  been  less  cqurvoeal  evidenee  iu  his  favour 
had  he  conquered  by  the  sword  of  the  Spirit,  whieh  is 
the  word  of  God.    That  Gregory  did  work  miraeles,  is 
■el  very  certain,  and  therefore  we  must  look  for  the 
eaote  of  his  success  in  some  other  principle.    The  his* 
toTf  of  this  man's  ministry  will  aecount  for  a  great  part 
of  the   prosperity  which  attended  his  labours.    TJbc 
views  of  Gregory  were  exceedingly  accommodating.  The 
heathen  were  particularly  attached  to  their  idolatrous 
festivals  in  honour  of  their  heroes,  at  whieh  their  pas« 
times  and  pleasures  were  excessive.    Gregory  therefore 
invented  Christian  festivals  in  commemoration  of  the 
martyrs,  in*  which  solemnities  he  suffered  the  people  to 
indnlge'in  excesses  similar  to  those  praetised  by  the  pa* 
gans.     This  removed  the  objections  of  many,  and  Chris* 
tianity,  if  it  deserved  the  name,  presently  preponderat- 
ed.   Chnrehes  were  erected,  and  the  pagan  temples  de- 
serted ;  but  alas !  the  power  of  godliness  was  wanting,and 
the  form  of  it  so  corrupt,  that  the  external  ordinances 
of  the  gospel  could  scarcely  be  recognised.     However,  to 
the  credit  of  Gregory,  it  seems  he  suffered  persecution, 
and  contended  for  some  of  the  fundamentak  of  Chrisi 
tianily. 
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About  A.  D.  S04,  a  eonsiderable  stir  w&t  made  bj  P^l 
of  Samotata,  bishop  of  jAntioeh.    Great  was  the  falltaJ 
off  ID  this  ehnreh  linee  the  renowned   Ignatius.     Tm 
prineiplei  of  Paul  were  exceedingly  loose,  and  his  prac- 
liee  was  correspondent.     He  rejected  the  divinity  of  the 
Bon,  and  substituted  his  own  reason  for  the  light  of  the 
Spirit.    The  way  in  which  he  lived  fully  proved  that  he 
was  a  man  of  this  world.     By  his  philosophy  he  obuin- 
ed  credit  with  Zenobia,  an  upstart  in  the  distracted  em- 
pire, who  had  assumed  the  title  of  Queen  of  the  East. 
This  woman  gave  considerable  power  to  Paul,  which  ha 
did  not  fkil  to  improve,  but  ho  cared  not  for  the  floek. 
This  state  of  affairs  at  Antioch  aroused  the  holy  jeal- 
ousy of  all  who  were  concenisd  for  the  honour  of  religion. 
Some  bishops  met  at  Antioch  to  consider  the  case,   but 
Paul  contrived   by  artful  evasion,  and  partial  confes- 
sion, to  beguile  the  synod,  and  he  was  suffered  to  con- 
tinue  in  his  station.     The  wicked  shall  wax  worse  and 
worse,  and  so  did  Paul  ;  for  after  a  little  time  his  eba- 
rafter  become  ho  flagrant  that  it  demanded  another  as- 
sembly  to  determine  hi«  fale ;  accordingly,  a  great  num- 
ber of  bishops  assembled  itith  the  church  ;  the  case  was 
argued,  and  Paul  out  of  his  own  mouth  was  condemned  ; 
by  the  synod  he  was  deposed  IVom  his  office,  and  eut  off 
ft-om  the  fellowship  of  saints.  Domnus  at  the  same  time 
Was  ordained  in  his  stead. 

For  a  year  or  two  Paul  supported  himself  in  the  pos- 
sessbn  of  his  authority  at  Antioch,  but  at  length,  Zeno- 
biawas  necesnitated  toyield  to  the  legal  sovereign,  and  <io 
PanI  lost  that  patronage,  with  which  he  had  arroganti/ 
maintained  himself  against  the  sentence  of  the  church, 
and  was  necessitated  also  to  withdraw,  and  in  church 
history  he  is  not  heard  of  afterwards. 
We  have  observed  that  the  re^  of  OalUenus  was 
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•tteiided  with  eireamttances  yerj  inaotpieioas  to  the 
o^re.  Bat  all  this  has  little  to  do  with  the  promotion 
if  Ood'a  kingdom.  The  Goths  made  vast  inroads,  and 
Mfried  away  multitades  of  the  people  eaptive,  among 
vham  were  many  Christians.  Bat  these,  eren  hy  the 
meau  of  their  aflBietion,  were  enabled  to  extend  the  gos- 
pel among  the  very  people  by  whom  they  were  led  cap. 
tire ;  and  ehnrehes  of  the  Lord  Jesus  were  thus  estab- 
lished in  places  heretofore  destitute  of  divine  light. 

Gallienus  was  succeeded  in  power  by  Claudius,  whoso 
reign,  as  it  respects  the  church,  is  distinguished  by  no- 
thing exeept  the  vain  triumphs  of  Pophry,  a  subtle  and 
learned  philosopher,  who  flattered  himself  that  he  had 
by  argament,  overturned  the  evidences  of  the  Christian 
iaith.    ^  But  the  foundation  of  the  Lord  standeth  sure.'' 

AunsLiAH,  like  some  of  his  predecessors,  began  his 
career  with  fair  promises  to  the  Christians,  but  the 
Bialteious  and  cunning  priesthood  prevailed  on  him  at 
length  to  commence,  what  would  have  proved,  a  most 
bloody  perseention,  had  not  God  stopped  the  monarch's 
breath.  Tacitus,  Probus,  and  Car  us,  severally  sue* 
seeded,  and,  in  the  space  of  about  eight  years,  gave 
place  to  DiacLESiAN,  whose  continuance  in  empire  was 
protracted  to  the  length  of  twenty  years,  eighteen  of 
which  were  rather  friendly  to  the  profession  of  Chris- 
tianity than  otherwise.  Christians  were  found  in  the 
emperor's  palace,  in  his  army,  and  even  in  his  family. 
There  were  some  stretches  of  power  in  the  subordinate 
oSees  of  state,  and  some  individuals  suffered,  but  noth- 
ing like  an  open  persecution  took  place  till  near  the  end 
if  the  century,  beyond  which  this  reign  passes,  and  to 
which  we  shall  look  Jbrward  for  materials  interesting 
ad  awfnL 
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Wbatstsr  might  hare  been  the  declension  in  Tita 
religion  daring  thit  century,  it  is  plain  the  spirit  of  tro* 
godliness  was  so  far  preserved,  that  no  departure  froo 
the  faith  could  be  allowed  in  the  general  chnrch.  Wi 
hare  seen  the  sentence  of  the  Christian  world  agains 
Paul  of  Bamosata,  which  proves  that  the  Thinttt,  thi 
PROPER  Divinity  of  Christi  and  the  Atokrmknt 
were  considered  as  the  pillar  and  ground  of  truth.  In 
deed  Christian  writers,  both  in  their  epistles  and  in  thei 
creeds,  speak  plain  on  the  subject.  '  These  doctrine 
were  considered  not  merely  in  a  systematical  way,  bu 
they  were  reduced  to  eiperience;  they  in  ere  asserted  f# 
the  conversion  of  sinners,  and  for  the  edification  o 
saints;  they  were  esteemed  more  than  thousands  o 
gold  and  silver. 

The  errors  of  these  ages  have  been  noticed  in  the  oi 
der  of  the  history ;  and  it  must  have  been  observed  the 
they  arose  chiefly  from  philosophical  speculations,  an 
from  a  propensity  to  superstition.  Arianism  and  Soci 
nianism  are  no  new  errors ;  they  were  broached  in  th 
apostolic  age,  and  maintained,  though  with  Ktlle  aaecei 
and  repute,  by  various  persons  in  every  period  of  th 
church.  The  chief  propagators  and  patrons  of  error  I 
this  century  were  Sabellius,  Manes,  Paul  of  Samosati 
Noetus,  with  some  others  of  less  note.*    The  divisioi 

*  Tbt  enron  of  these  men  are  Isfgely  notioed  by  Moibei^ 
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wyek  oeearred  were  bj  fkr  more  disgraeefbl  to  tte 
ckuwh  th«B  nnj  of  the  errors  mftintained  by  men  of  eoN 
roptniado.  Real  ChriHiant  ifride  not  aboot  grand 
frineiples^  here  they  are^  agreed ;  and  is  it  not  a  pitjr 
tfcey  slMaM  divide  abont  things  which  affeet  not  the  eon- 
stitntion,  nor  the  honour  of  the  ehnreh  ?  Bnt  so  it  was, 
in  this  ecntary  the  general  ehurch  was  rent  in  twain. 
Cyprian  and  Novatian,  though  both  equally  attached  to 
the  great  doctrines,  eould  not  hold  communion  together, 
their  separate  paKizans  formed  two  distinct  societies  $ 
bnt  in  both  we  recognize  the  true  ehnreh,  and  we  hope 
to  hold  equal  fellowship  with  them  in  a  better  world. 

TfMogh  the  goyernmeut  of  the  church  in  this  eentnry 
was  eridently  not  confined  to  episcopal  authority,  yet 
the  bishops  had  greatly  increased  (he  power  and  dignity 
of  their  office.  There  appears  no  instance  of  a  people 
being  refused  the  right  to  elect  their  own  offieers|  bnt 
these  officers,  when  elected,  seem  to  haTC  taken  too 
mneh  upon  them,  and  (o  have  assumed  a  dominion  too 
absolute,  and  magisterial  for  the  servants  of  the  humble 
Jesus.  Notwithstanding,  nothing  is  to  be  discovered 
here,  that  bears  any  semblance  to  what  in  modem  tiraes^ 
is  called  Episoopact. 

In  this  eentury,  however,  there  is  evidently  a  distine. 
tion  between  the  character  of  bishop,  and  of  presbyter* 
The  bishop  was  the  pastor,  and  the  presbyters  his  helps« 
The  presbyters  were  ordained  to  minister  in  holy  things, 
and,  by  the  appointment  of  the  bishop,  either  in  his  ab« 
senee,  or  to  lighten  his  labours,  did  both  preach  and  ad^ 
nnnister  the  saeraments.  In  the  increase  of  presbyters 
in  each  elHird,  together  with  the  assumed  superiority 
of  the  bnhop  at  their  head,  we  discover  the  grand 
HBCSEns  of  prelatieal  power  and  pomp.  The  oflee  of  dea* 
con  in  itself  was  yet  confined  to  temporalities;  bnt  the' 
L 
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deaeoDt  oeoMioiiallj  being  ealled  U  aei  in  a  higher  aa4 
more  taered  depmrtnent,  presentlj  astOMed  a  f piritnal 
eharaeter^  and  the  spirit  of  the  times  fitvouring  theae 
eaeroaehmentSy  thejr  were  ranked  as  inferior  elergj. 
This  eentury  also  prodneed  a  train  of  other  offieers, 
sneh  as  subdeaamSj  who  were  all  that  to  the  deaeoa 
whieh  the  presbjters  were  to  the  bishop ;  aeoiytiif  per- 
sons to  attend  at  serviee-time  on  the  ministers  }  ostiarii^ 
door-keepers ;  reader$f  men  who  were  appointed  to  read 
the  seriptures  in  publte  $  exorcuU^^  ollieers  of  weak 
and  soperstitious  appointment^  whose  business  was  to 
pretend  to  eipel  the  Devil  from  the  candidates  for  bap- 
tism. All  these  eneroaehments  and  changes  mark, 
strongly  marki  a  great  decline  in  the  spirit  and  power 
of  primitive  Christianity. 

With  such  an  increase  of  church  officers^  rites  and 
ceremonies  were  necessarily  increased.  The  two  sacra- 
ments had  lost  some  of  their  glory  in  losing  some  of 
their  simplicity  $  the  wine  was  mixed  with  water,  and 
the  consecrated  elements  were  made  in  some  cases  a  pass- 
port to  heaven.  Baptism  was  performed  with  too  mueh 
ceremony,  and  considered  more  efficacious  on  particular 
days.  In  commemorafion  of  the  resurrection,  and 
other  great  events,  festivals  were  appointed  :  fasting 
mud  penance  also  gained  repute.  Celibacy  in  the  clergy^ 
though  not  enjoined,  was  considered  a  mark  of  superior 
sanctity.  Reading  the  scriptures,  praying  from  the  heart, 
and  preaching  and  expounding,  formed  the  ritual  of  pnb- 
lit  worship. 

*  TertuUian  relates  a  curious  circumstance  on  the  subject  of 
pOMestion  :  ^*  A  woman,^^  taith  be,  ^^  went  to  the  theatre,  and 
caoM  home  potteased  by  a  devil ;  the  exorcist  who  endeavoured 
to  cast  him  out,  asked  him  how  he  had  the  assurance  to  enter  in- 
Ip  a  Christian  ?  «  Why  not  V  said  the  demon, '  I  found  her'at  my 
own  hottse.^^ 
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SoiBNOK  and  lbarninc  were  not  Tery  general  qnali* 
fieatioiM  in  ehoreh  ministers :  Origen,  Cjpriani  and 
ftmne  few  otherii  were  men  of  letters ;  but  the  far  great*- 
er  namber  were  simple  plain  men,  who,  understanding 
cbe  word  of  God,  and  apt  to  teaeh  it,  were  eonsidered 
^ite  eqnal  to  the  public  work.  In  this  eenturj  some 
schemes  of  seholaatie  instruction  were  on  foot.  Origea 
taaght  sereral,  who  by  his  means  were  introduced  to 
the  ministry  $  but  most  frequently  men  rose  into  the  pas- 
toral office  by  medinm  of  humhler  stations^  or  through 
the  choice  of  the  church. 

This  OBirrvBT,  ufoh  nBriKWyfuniishes  an  abundance 
of  character.  The  church  has  waded  through  four 
GBHBRAL  PBRSEovTioNS,  duriog  which  shc  ucvcr  lo«t 
so  much  of  her  glory  as  in  times  of  peace  and  prosperity. 
8aeh  was  the  spread  and  establishment  of  Chrislianity, 
that  paganism  saw  its  achievements  with  great  jealousy 
and  fear.  The  whole  Roman  empire  is  filled  with 
churches,  and  some  of  their  ministers  are  men  of  family 
and  renown.  A  crisis  is  evidently  at  hand,  Christianity 
or  paganism  must  triumph.  l*he  beginning  of  the  en- 
suing period  will  furnish  the  great  and  decisive  battle. 
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CHAPTER  I. 

The  DiooLstiAw  PB&fsovTioir. 

MmretUui    mer^€kmsitmHu$    OmtUnHnt.  ^ 

▲t  the  eommeneenieiit  of  this  era  Dioeletian  ,had 
reigned  lixteen  years  i  during  which  the  ehureh  had  eo^ 
joyed  considerable  rest.  The  character  of  this  piJPC^ 
like  that  of  his  predecessors,  was  not  to  be  reclcpned 
upon  beforehand.  For  a  while  he  favour^  the  profes- 
sion of  Christianity,  but  it  was  erident  that  his  gentle 
conduct  was  an  imperial  favour  not  a  moral  prip^^[d€. 
Had  his  behaviour  been  the  result  of  pure  eonviettoOf 
there  could  have  been  no  allowance  ^f  partial  perseea- 
tion  during  the  former  part  of  his  government,  nor 
eould  that  dreadful  change  for  the  worse  have  taken 
place,  which  so  shamefully  disgraced  the  latter.  The 
spirit  of  the  emperor,  as  it  militated  against  Christiani* 
ty,  appeared  first  in  the  army ;  orders  were  given  that 
all  who  would  not  sacrifice  should  be  deprived  of  their 
dignity.  Under  these  circumstances  many  left  their 
rank,  and  retired  to  more  priv|ite  stations  in  life.  In 
order  to  bring  the  soldiers  to  t||e  test,  festivals  in  hon- 
our of  the  gods  were  appointed.  On  one  of  these  oeea- 
siotts,  at  'i*angier,  in  Mauritania,  while  the  sons  of 
Mars  w*ero  in  the  midst  of  their  road  devotions,  Mar-^ 
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osiLVs,  a  eetttorioii  dtttiDn^ithed  himself  from  the 
ertwd,  took  off  hit  belt,  threw  down  his  yine-braiieb  and 
kii  arms,  and  exelaimed,  ^<  I  will  not  fight  an^r  longer 
nder  the  banner  of  yonr  emperor,  nor  will  I  serve  year 
gods  of  wood  and  stone  ;  if  the  condition  of  a  soldier  bo 
Meh,  that  he  is  obliged  to  saerifiee  to  gods  and  empe- 
rors, I  abandon  the  Tine^braneh  and  the  belt,  and  quit 
the  serriee."  The  eon^eqnenee  was,  he  was  senteneed 
to  lose  his  head. 

8aeh  things  as  these,  were  sufficient  to  unfold  the  de* 
ligns  of  the  court :  but  the  ehurcb  was  not,  as  might 
hive  been  eipeeted,  apprized  of  her  danger.  The  minis- 
ters in  general  were  slothful  and  worldly,  and  the  peo- 
ple had  partaken  too  much  of  the  same  spirit ;  the 
prety,  the  wisdom,  the  zeal  of  a  Cyprian,  were  not  found 
to  rt%^  on  any  in  this  day  :  the  declension  was  deep  and 
awfbl ;  and  the  fires  of  persecution  were  necessary  to 
bum  up  the  dross  and  to  purify  the  gv^nuine  oietaL 

At  this  time  the  whole  Roman  empire  was  not  gorem- 
ed  by  one  sovereign.  A  practice  had  been  introduced 
for  the  prince  to  associate  with  him  in  government  a 
ptrtner  bearing  the  same  title  and  the  same  honours. 
Each  of  these  again  had  Kis  first  ofiicers  of  state,  who 
itood  in  the  character  of  heir  apparent.  The  partner 
ofDioelesian  was  M  ax  i  mi  an,  and  their. two  ctesars  were 
Galerius  and  Constantius.  'I'be  hast  of  thetie  person- 
ages was  a  man  of  urbanity  and  honour ;  the  former 
three  were  *<  monsters  of  horrible  ferocity,"  and  of  these 
Galerios  was  the  chief.  He  had  been  brought  up  by 
kis  mother,  a  woman  extremely  bigotted  to  paganism, 
ind  had  imbibed  all  her  prejudices  with  a  furious  hatred 
lo  the  Christians.  Dioelesian  usually  kept  his  court 
daring  the  winter  at  Nicomedia.  Here  Galerius  met 
the  ebief  emperor,  and  resolved  to  spend  some  time  with 
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him  in  order  to  9iir  htm  up  agaiosl  the  church.  Di« 
•iao  WM  not  wanting  in  hatred  to  Chritttanity,  bat  hm 
wished  to  extirpate  rather  hy  fraud  than  by  violcBe^. 
Bat  the  furious  disposition  of  Galerius  at  length  pre* 
vailed,  and  Nicomedia  was  sentenced  first  to  fe^l  tb« 
sad  consequences  of  this  blood-thirsty  coUusioB. 

Accordingly,  on  the  feast  of  I'erminalia,  early  in  thm 
morning,  an  officer  with  a  party  of  soldiers  proceeded 
to  the  great  church,  and  bursting  open  the  doors,  tkejf 
took  from  thence  the  sacred  writings,  which  they  bumty 
and  pluudered  the  place  of  every  thing  valuable  or  use* 
fbl.  The  church,  by  order  of  the  emperors,  was  in  a  few 
hours  levelled  to  the  ground.  The  day  following,  mn 
^ediet  was  issued,  in  which,  *^  Men  of  the  thristian  re- 
ligion, of  whatever  rank  or  degree,  were  deprived  of  ell 
honours  and  dignities,  were  exposed  to  torture  ;  every 
one  might  have  justice  against  them,  while  they  were 
debarred  the  benefit  of  the  laws  in  all  cases  whatever.'' 
And  in  order  to  prevent  the  possibility  of  Christians  eb. 
taining  justice,  altars  were  placed  in  the  courts,  at  whieh 
plaintiffs  were  obliged  to  sacrifice  before  their  tmmmm 
could  be  heard.  Thus  were  Christians  laid  open  to  all 
possible  injury  and  insult  without  any  means  of  redress* 

Various  were  the  measures  employed  to  excite  rage 
from  all  classes  against  the  religion  of  Christ.  Tke 
paface  was  twice  set  on  fire  by  the  instigation  of  Gale- 
rius, and  the  charge  laid  to  the  Christians.  Great  was 
the  destruction  through  this  means,  and  by  similar  arti- 
fices. Dioclesian  was  at  length  wrought  up  to  as  high 
a  pitch  of  rage  as  was  his  prompter  Galerius.  Great  was 
the  wrath  against  the  church;  so  that  all  miaistersf 
who  could  be  hunted  out,  were  seized,  and  exeoated  im- 
mediately. Persons  in  high  offices  in  the  court  were 
slain  without  scruple^  aad  all  persoas,  withoai  regard 
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liafe«rtex,  were  baint  or  otherwise  miserablj  de- 
Mnjcd.  The  aartjrdom  of  Pjktbr,  one  of  the  enpe- 
mr^  iMCueheM,  ta  werthj  of  note.  Being  tmpeaeheil 
m%  Cluiilima,  he  was,  bj  hit  mester't  orders,  end  in 
Us  prtsenee,  seoarjj^ed  with  the  moitt  inhDoian  severitj, 
till  his  banes  were  laid  bare.  He,  still  refasing  to 
saerifiee,  was  nibbed  with  salt,  and  bathed  in  vinegar  | 
bat  he  ettll  refmed  to  sobaitt,  and  was  therefore,  for 
bMebatiaaej,  bnml  to  death  in  a  slow  fire.  The  wife 
aai  daaghters  of  Dioelesian  did  ba(  just  escape ;  for, 
haia^  ssspeeted  of  a  secret  predilection  in  favoor  of 
OhrB«tiamtj,  thej  were  compelled  to  honour  the  gods. 

Freas  the  great  and  general  defection  in  the  church, 
bdofe  the  breaking  oat  of  the  perseeution,  it  were  to  be 
lieared  that  such  genuine  fortitude  and  trulj  Christian 
decision  would  not  haTC  been  so  abundanrlv  found ;  but 
it  appeared,  upon  the  trial,  that  great  numbers  had  em- 
braced the  gospel  upon  the  best  and  surest  principles, 
tk&t  there  eenld  not  have  been  such  a  noble  stand  for 
It  came  to  pass,  as  in  all  formi^r  persecn- 
■Mvy  apostatised,  but  the  greater  part  that  came 
la  the  test  resisted  unto  blood,  and  plainly  discovered 
■hsit  disciples  they  were. 

To  give  a  minute  detail  of  the  suffering  of  the  church 
wadd  sBore  than  fill  a  volamc ;  and  indeed  to  relate  the^ 
vhele  weuM  be  impossible,  as  the  sufferings  of  thou- 
■aada  were  never  recorded,  and  multitudes  were  pot  to 
death  in  oheenrity,  without  having  an  opportunity  of 
tctKag  ta  any  one  the  tale  of  their  woes.  Viewing  this 
peraeavtiea  in  its  general  procedure,  is  quite  enough  to 
eaaiintt  ns,  thmt  the  destruction  of  the  poor  Christianf 
aHBt  hare  heeo  great  and  terrible.  The  orders  were 
scat  thraagheal  all  the  empire,  to  its  remotest  pro- 
I  f  maA  in  general  these  orders  were  ezeented  with 
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a  shocking  faitbfulnens.  I'o  have  totally  dotroyed  tke 
Chrntiaa  faith,  and  the  Chrittian  name,  was  the  objret 
of  these  savage  monarehs,  and  therefore  the  ■Teasurat 
they  adopted  were  the  roost  severe  and  operative.  Not 
content  with  the  common  modes  of  execution  and  torture^ 
they  contrived  plans  for  dispatching  their  designs  as  ex- 
tensively  as  they  were  cru*'l.  Many  were  chained  to- 
gether, and  burnt  in  one  great  fire.  Others  were  fasten- 
ed in  a  similar  manner,  with  mill-stones  tied  to  tbetr 
necks,  and  thrown  into  the  sea.  In  one  instance,  a  city, 
chiefly  inhabited  by  Cliri«>lians,  was  beset  andsarronnd- 
cd  by  the  soldiers,  in  order  to  prevent  the  escape  of  anvy 
and  set  fire  to  in  various  parts,  so  that  the  whole  were 
destroyed.  Men  were  tied  by  their  hands  up  to  the 
trees;  they  were  fastened  to  the  pillars,  to  the  portieos, 
and  to  the  colonnades  of  the  public  buildings,  nhere 
they  were  left  to  expire.  Some,  for  the  entertainment 
of  princes  and  people,  were  made  to  face  the  gladiators, 
and  others  the  wild  beasts.  Multitudes  were  banished 
to  the  deserts,  and  left  to  famine  and  nakedness  ;  others 
were  condemned  to  the  mines  :  many  of  the  bishops 
were  made  to  serve  in  the  field,  to  take  care  of  the  em- 
peror's horses  and  camels  ;  and  vast  numbers  were  seat- 
tered  over  the  country,  with  the  loss  of  an  eye,  au  arm, 
or  a  leg,  by  which  they  were  marked  as  the  contemp- 
tible followers  of  the  tialilean,  and  unworthy  of  the 
name  of  men. 

While  these  things  were  going  on.  Divine  Providence 
was  raising  up  a  friend  and  protector  for  his  almost  ties- 
pairing  and  destroyed  church.  Constantio*,  in  hit  de- 
partinent  of  government,  had  never  gone  the  same 
lengths  in  persecuting,  as  his  colleagues  had  done.  So 
far  from  it,  he  reluetastly  yielded  to  exeeote  the  edicts, 
and  indeed  was  rather  tha  frkiid  than  the  destroyer  ef 
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ChrmilBMBf  tboagli  be  dared  not  teem  to  be  ao.  He, 
tkereAire,  misTttMj  to  imperial  orders,  palled  dowa 
ikarekeoy  bat  took  eare  to  let  the  worehippert  them- 
ithaa  eeeaye.  He  alio  ordered  all  Cbri«taane  in  hie 
Mr? iee  to  eacrifiee  or  to  quit,  bnt  be  ebowed  tbe  faitb* 
U  peealiar  finTonr,  notwithttaodiBg  t^j  refoied  to 
taerifett  and  retained  tbem  in  bit  houiebold  as  ser* 
faate  tbe  auist  worthy  of  bis  eonfidenee.  Happj  for 
Qaal  aad  Britain,  in  a  season  like  Ibis,  that  sneli  a  nan 
as  Conetantiiis  held  tbe  reigns  of  power.  It  is  tbrongb 
the  Modiani  of  Ibis  prinee,  as  we  shall  hereafter  see, 
that  a  graeioas  Prorideaee  brought  abont  the  triuniphs 
and  the  toleration  of  Christianity. 

Notwithstanding  the  agreement  between  Dioeiesian 
and  hb  e«sar  Oalerins,  in  perseeoting  thoiehoreh,  there 
was  BO  real  friendship,  between  them.  Oalerins  was, 
all  this  tioM,  ooneerting  measures  for  the  orerthrow  of 
his  imperial  masters,  Dioeiesian  and  Maiimian ;  and  at 
kngtb  sneeoeding,  he  eompelled  them  to  resign  their 
dignity^  and  retire  from  eourt.  He  had  now  only  to  get 
rid  of  Constantios,  and  then  all  the  power,  he  expected 
would  devolre  on  himself.  There  were  two  eircum- 
stances  whieb  tended  greatly  to  inspire  this  yain  expee* 
tation.  Constantios  was  in  an  ill  state  of  health,  and 
not  likely  to  lire  long;  and  his  son  Constantine,  was 
■at  in  Britain  with  his  father,  but  kept  at  the  eourt  of 
Baliiins  as  a  ktnd^f  hostage,  so  that,  on  the  death  of 
ttpstantins,  he  had  only  to  diipateh  the  son,  and  tbe 
ijyb  giHremment  would  beeomo  his.  Bnt  there  is  no 
Mipsel,  nor  deviee,  nor  imagination,  against  the  Lord. 

The  doeltning  health  of  Constantins  induced  him  hi 
mmtd  for  his  son,  bnt  the  crafty  and  ambitious  Cklorins 
reused  to  give  him  up ;  Constaatine  fereseeing  the  dan- 
■mto  wbidk  bo  stood  exposed,  resolTcd  to  attempt  an 
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•wape,which  he  happily  effected,  though  with  mueh  dif- 
fiewlty,  and  arrived  at  York  joit  before  hii  father  eipir- 
ed.  The  army,  without  delay,  announced  Constantine 
emperor  of  the  We«t,  to  the  no  gmall  mortification  of 
Oaleriut.  But  all  this,  though  contrary  to  the  plant  of 
Oaleriut,  was  legal  and  according  to  precedent,  and 
against  which  it  was  not  safe  for  him  to  institute  any 
opposition.  He  therefore  seemed  to  submit,  but  at  tbo 
same  time  entertained  hopes  of  succeeding  against^  the 
man  whom  he  considered  in  no  other  light  than  his  nvmL 
But  the  counsel  of  the  Lord  must  stand.  And  thus  he 
appeared  for  the  people  of  his  choice,  and  raised  theaa 
up  a  deliverer,  and  a  strong  one,  whom  he  girded  with 
strength,  and  before  whom  he  beat  down  the  enemy  and 
the' avenger. 


CHAPTER  II. 

State  of  the  Chukch  from  the  retirement  of 

DiOOLEJilAN  to  the  TRIUMPHS  OF  CoNSTAKTINB, 

Death  of  Gderius-.-Maximin—Licinius—Conslantine^s 
vision. 

This  period  ethibiU  t>ro  emperors  of  a  rery  diffcvent 
east,  though  at  the  head  of  the  same  government.  Con- 
stantine had  ft-om  early  life,  imbibed  prejudieca  very 
favourable  to  Christianity.  Oalerius  was  a  ehara^er 
the  very  reverse :  he  was  the  principal  abettor  of  the 
great  persecution,  and  it  was  not  likely  soeh  a  spirit 
should  be  laid,  by  the  increase  of  power.  In  his  depart- 
ment of  government,  we  are  therefora  to  look  for  a  eon- 
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disaaee  of  those  bloodj  deedt^  carried  on  before,  on- 
ikr  the  tanetion  of  Dioeletian. 

At  this  time  there  wat  no  small  eontention  between 
the  emperors,  and  their  esesars,  about  the  supreme  pow- 
er. The  title  of  eiesar  was  in  near  affiiilj  to  that  of 
aagosttts,  the  powers  of  eaeh  were  then  thwarting  the 
operations  of  one  another.  And  the  old  emperors  too, 
whom  Galerins  had  constrained  to  resign,  were  retired, 
bnt  not  dead.  Snch  a  motlj  system  of  goTemment  as 
this,  most  necessarilj  give,  rise  to,  and  tend  to  keep 
ali?e^  the  most  tormenting  jealousies.  Eaeh  prinee  had 
his  faToarites,  and  these  again  had  their  favourite  prin« 
oca.  Great  was  the  power  and  influenee  of  the  ar- 
mj,  and  that  prinee,  whether  acknowledged  as  essar  or 
ai^slns,  who  had  the  greatest  share  in  the  afiections  of 
the  soldiers,  was  likely  to  be  the  most  suecessful  in  his 
enterprises. 

On  the  death  of  Constantios,  the  army  adjudged  the 
imperial  purple  to  Constant ioe,  which,  barely  receiving 
the  approbation  of  Galerius,  ofcasioued  in  the  issue,  con- 
siderable animosity  and  dispute.  However,  snch  was 
the  character  of  Constantine,  and  such  his  influence 
among  the  soldiers,  that  he  had  but  little  to  fear  from 
his  enemies. 

The  division  of  the  empire  at  this  time  stood  thos» 
The  Bastem  department  included  Asia  Minor,  Syria, 
Bfjpt,  Palestine,  with  very  considerable  territory  on 
every  iMind.  The  Western,  comprised  part  of  Africa, 
Stsiljs  Italy,  Spain,  Gaul,  Germany,  and  Britain.  The 
lomer  of  these  divisions  was  governed  by  Galerius,  the 
latter  by  Coastantint,  except  Africa  and  Italy,  these  his 
latlier  had  voluntarily  given  op  to  his  colleague.  GaJ- 
ersBs  hetng  thns  in  possession  of  so  much  country,  and 
CccliBg  the  whole  heavy  upon  his  hand,  appobted  the 
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tvperintendaaee  ^f  Afriea  and  Italy  to  Sertnu,  Meef 
liit  ciesara  $  and  to  Maximin  essar,  ho  gairo  Bfgrpt, 
Palestine,  and  the  noro  distant  prorinees  in  the  Eait 
Throughout  the  whole  department  of  Constantine^ 
Ghrtstianitj  lifted  np  her  head,  and  extended  her  pale. 
Bat  nnder  Galerius  and  his  assistants  it  was  far  other- 
wise. Ho  not  onl J  enCsreed  all  the  emel  edieto  oi  Ms 
predeeossor,  hot  being  ^leeedinglj  mad  against  the 
ohnroht  he  eaaeted  ediets  still  more  soTore,  and  with  the 
greatest  diligenee  and  applieatioo  earned  then  into  ef* 
Ikot  Nor  was  Maximin  a  whit  behind  his  masterw^ 
Egypt  and  Palestine  were  drenehed  with  the  hlood  of 
oaints.  In  Aflriea  and  Italy  things  were  not  earried  on 
with  so  mneh  wrath.  These  prorinees,  thongh  mder 
the  power  of  €hilori«s/yet  as  they  were  not  within  Ms 
original  jurisdietion,  bnt  properly  belonging  to  the  other 
emperor )  were  treated  wjth  more  lenity. 

in  the  year  810,  after  Oalerias  had  reigned  about  five 
years,  the  perseeution  reeeived  a  eheek  $  and  the  way  in 
wfaieh  the  hand  of  God  appeared  to  produee  it  is  worthy 
of  notice.  However  great  and  severe  were  the  soflferings 
of  the  faithful  under  the  ernel  orders  of  Galerins,  Di- 
▼ine  Providence  brought  upon  the  bloody  prince,  all  the 
tortures  he  had  inflicted  on  others.  Suddenly  the  heavy, 
but  invisible  hand  of  God  came  upon  him,  and  like  He- 
rod,  ho  was  smitten  with  worms.  The  disease  of  Gale- 
rins was  an  dreadful  as  it  was  singular.  It  began  by  an 
iapostnmo  producing  ulcers  in  the  intestines,  till  t^ 
bowels  wore  so  corroded,  that  all  the  passages  of  his 
body  wore  eonfbunded  in  one  mass  of  roHenness  aiHl  p«« 
trefaetioD.  The  food  he  ate  produced  no  nourishnient, 
hut  gave  life  to  vermip,  which  bred  in  vast  muhitaies 
throng  his  whole  firame,  till  the  very  bones  and  marrow 
were  Inlbotod  with  the  malignant  disorder;    Iw   this 
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ftftle  lie  eoMiDued  tiU  h\»  upper  parts  were  ••  burnt' 
with  fever^that  the  ikiit  of  bis  heiM,  faee,  armS)  airf 
sheit)  was  redtiMto  a  mei^erast.  Pbysteiaas  tried 
their  skill,  but  their  medieines  rather  added  to  the  dis^ 
ease,  by  opeaisg:  new  sources  of  oompluiBt.  After  the 
Koaareh  had  been  thus  afilieted  nearly  a  year,  a  dropsy 
added  its  malifj^aiiee  to  his  other  almost  insupportabUk 
naladies.  Under  theie  eircuowtanees,  death  was  rath* 
er  to  be  desired  aa  a  relief  to  his  bodily  pains^  but  death, 
to  saeh  »  mail  as  Galerios,  was,  notwitbstaodiig  a  fear^ 
ftil  eTeot.  The  opportunity  he  so  frequently  had  of  be- 
keMiut;  the  purity  and  glory  of  Christiauity,  nusl  ha^re 
■ade  sMue  ionpreasion  upon  hie  mind  ;  and  during  sueb 
aO' awful  scene  of  ^uifering,  in  whieh  he  waa  tha  party 
eiereised,  and  nol  a  spectator,  aud  in  whieh  he  saw  asost 
tridcully  the  Ood  of  heaven,  the  Ood  of  Obrtstianity, 
retaliating  upoa  bin,  iu  a  nanner  too  dear  and  loa 
elaee  not  to  be  understood,  it  is  no  matter  of  wondur 
that  hi*  eoBKcienee  at  length  awoke  from  iia  stupoTyaad 
upbraided  him  with  his  iiapiety  and  guilt,  dktatiog 
what  hie  future  eoaduet  should  be,  in  regard  to  the  snf* 
imuf^  chureh.  Such  waa  the  effect  produced  by  ilna 
mast  direful  aBietion,  .that  Galerius,  in  the  midst  of  hia 
taiturea,  acknowledged  his  repentance,  and  cried  out^ 
tlwt  ^  He  would  rebuild  the  churches  he  had  demolbk- 
ed,  mmA  repair  the  mischief  he  had  done  the  imiQeaat 
Chriatiaiis."  Accardingly,  be  puMished  an  edict,  bf 
whieh  it  was  unlawful  te  persecute.  The  Christiana 
were  encouraged  to  build  their  ehn*elies,  and  to  propa* 
gale  their  faith.  The  prisons  were  opened,  arid  the  ban* 
isbad  recalled.  In  retnm  for  tk^  Ikveor,  the  emperor 
alaiased  the  prayers  of  the  faithful,  whieh  doubtleas  th# 
meek  nmd  lowly  follewers  6{  the  Lamb  cheerfully  grant* 
ed :  b«t  for  the  mauarch't  heaUby  prayer  w«a  net  houfd  | 
M 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ  IC 


^ihapimin.  QmA^fk 


fturio  ft  fev  dajs  after  thif  ediet,  Galerioi  fiDished  kit 
iMrUlf  mhI)  we  maj  add,  meaatraiift  eareer. 
.  We  kart  obtcrTed  that  Oakritu  bad  uder  kirn  iw* 
etttaeii  SeTeroiy  who  j^reeided  over  Italjr  and  Afriea^ 
awl  MazimiAy  gOTemor  of  Egypt  aad  tke  Eait;  but  to 
meilktr  of  these  did  he  bequeath  the  imperial  dladtdn  % 
thii.  he  eonmitted  to  Lieiaiut  to  the  bo  tmall  mortifiea^* 
tiaa  ef  MaiimiBy  who  eoiifidered  Lieiaios  ai  his  rival, 
^d  from^lhat  period  determined  to  appose  him,  m  i».> 
dor  to  make  himself  master  of  the  whole  easteraempir^. 
Tke.oharacter  of  Maximin,  so  far  aa  it  rekted  to  th« 
eh^rehy  was  a  perfect  transeript  of  his  late  ams ten  He  waa 
iftadepA  at  shedding  hlood^  nor  was  aaj  prineiple  mom 
fixed|  aifd  vooled  in  his  mind,  than  hatred  to  Chrktianit  j. 
Beace  we  natorallj  expect  to  find,  so  Ikr  as  his  iafla-^ 
eace  txtendedy  that  the  ekorek  was  not  yet  delivered 
from  the  vrath  of  her  eaamies.  The  edict  of  Gaieriua 
aArded  hot  a  short^liYcd  respite,  especially  in  the  pro- 
tinces  njader  Maximin* 

In  figrria  and  Igyp^  with  contignoiis  territory,  Ma^* 
imin  eariied  it  towards  the  ohareh  with  mneh  f itry.  Ho 
elaekat  aothiagi^so  that  he  m%hthnt  promote  the  hou- 
oar  of  the  gods,  and  raise  himself  in  the  views  of  the 
paieslhood,  to  whieh  1^  was  miserably  bigotted.  He 
aaoardialyly  proceeded  to  erect  new  tempks ;  and  altaie 
were  asl  np  in  every  city  and  Fillage,  witb  priests  of 
Witery  order  to  cAsiale  ia  the  respeotive  ritea  of  the 
pagan  Mpetatltionw  Undcf  aaeli  patronage,  the  priest* 
hi#d  was  aatskek  in  forwarding  the  perseention.  At 
Aetiacfc  the  tei^e  of  Jopiter  bad  received  great  aa«* 
^pisitionaf  andso  ex^dittglybesoited  were  the  peo- 
flsy  Ikat  il  was  beKoved,  that  the  oracle  had  given  ona 
InaademnnMrndato  against*tkoindn%;enee  of  the  Ckria- 
itiank    Upon  thia  eof  trlm^  oft  the  eheatkq;  ormelej 
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petkiMM  were  tent  fW>iii  all  qnart^rsy  be|^«|^  the  esp* 
pldea  ef  Cbrittiaos.  The  eleefe  attendiiig  all  thiv 
MMj  he  easily  eoneeif^ed.  lafenMlioiM  against  Chrit* 
tkat  were  eneearaged,  the  prisons  were,  filled,  and 
iH  the  methods  to  eempel  the  eoofessors  to  saeri<* 
iee  were  ^neralif  ado|ited*  fa  this  eoafliet^  many 
uaoiiaed  and  blameless  eharaeters  Ibll  ▼ietims  to  pop^ 
alar  forjw  Bot  that  th^  measores  ef  Maxiniin  might 
bear  the  semblaaee  of  eleneney,  he  ^te  orders  to  roa«> 
aj  ef  the  magistrates  not  to  kill  the  ChHstians  outright 
hat  te  pat  eat  their  ejes,  te  eat  tfflT  their  hands  or  feet, 
their  neses  or  ears,  so  that  they  might  be  marked  as  the 
despieable  folTewers  of  the  Nazarf^ne. 

To  eroeltj  Maiimin  added  eraft.  He  employfd  eer- 
tiln  Hbandened  persons  to  eompile  the  most  blasphe* 
aM«s  ffbrgeries  against  the  Saviour.  The^e  were  eir* 
eolated,  by  ordet*  of  the  emperor,  through  his  domin- 
ieas,  with  a  direetion  to  the  sehn^l-masters  to  leaeh 
them  to  the  yoath  eomftiitted  te  their  eare.  What  an 
teperimeat  this  to  fortify  the  youthful  mtud  agsinst  the 
gospel !  Christ  and  his  salvatioif,  not  only  the  song  of 
the  drvnkard,  bot  children  learning  in  the  sehoel,  of 
ipertiag  in  the  streets,  were  taught  to  treat  these  awfbf^ 
isd  etemally«importaat  sobjeets  with  ridieule  and  eutt^ 
Umptf 

Another  instaneeof  Maxfmin's  subtle  superMitien  w« 
lare  in  a  reseript,  whieh  by  his  orders  was  ifalled  te  a 
peat  at  Tyre ;  in  whieh  he  states  with  what  pleasure  hi 
had  rceeited  th#  petitions  of  that  eity  against  thtl 
GhriatiaM  $  Teaefatei  Jupiter  and  the  other  gode  as  tti 
anthers  of  aU  good ;  appeals  to  the  experlenee  ef  f ht 
iaiaMtaata  ea  the  happy  state  ef  things  slliee  the  wof^ 
Alp  af  the  anelents  had  been  restored— 4tew  ihHj  w«Hf 
With  pleatMl  haftests^-bad  ho  phiga^U)  eattb^ 
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^«ket,  Bor  tempetU,  and  had  enjoyed  peace  tliroai^ 
the  empire— 4ind  how  opposite  to  ali  this  the  ease  waa, 
while  Christiaiiitj  gained  ground :  and  he  desires  that 
all  saeh  as  persist  in  their  errors  be  banished  the  eily^ 
ag^eeablj  to  the  prayer  of  the  petition.  These  thii^ 
aieeedingly  dispirited  the  poor  afflicted  ehoreh :  b«t 
a?eii  in  these  cireunstanees  the  hand  of  God  was  not 
altogether  withheld ;  for  while  the  imperial  eoariera 
\rere  on  every  road,  and  in  every  eity,  publishing  re* 
scripts  simiiar  to  the  above,  a  drought  eommeneed,  and 
Ikmine  and  plagne  soon  followed.  Nor  was  this  ail :  the 
Armenians,  till  this  period  the  allies  of  Maximin,  de« 
elared  war  against  him,  while  they  diseovered  a  dis-> 
position  to  favour  the  gospel.  Thus  Ood,  in  a  very  re- 
markable way,  eonfonnded  the  boasting  enemy,  and  em- 
tailed  upon  him,  and  his  people  those  very  evils  fron 
which  they  had  vainly  considered  themselves  delivered 
by  the  supposed  ageney,  and  kindness  of  their  gods. 

But  what  lit  ill  deserves  noti<^e,  is  the  good  which  ae* 
amed  to  the  church  from  the  calamities  which  befel  th^ 
aatlon.  The  Christians  doubtless  suflfered  in  the  plagne 
like  other  men,  but  their  conduct  under  the  afflietioa 
was  so  widely  different,  that  the  poor  pagans  could  not 
hat  own  a  hand  divine.  80  dreadful  was  the  famine, 
that  multitudes  died  for  want;  and  so  severe  the  pesti- 
lence, that  great  numbers  lay  nnhnried  in  the  houses, 
and  even  in  the  streets.  I'he  alarm  and  dismay  were 
§9  great,  that  the  pagans  abandoned  their  own  relatires, 
kaviog  them  to  the  mercy  of  the  spreading;' curse,  every 
man  sought  only  to  preserve  his  own  life.  Under  theae 
tireomttanees,  the  Christians  not  only  eared  for  their 
own,  but  were  exceedingly  active  and  successful  in  aav- 
iig  and  ministering  help  to  others.  They  IM  manj 
ef  the  famishiiig  poor^  visited  and  eonforted  tte  aiekv 
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iii^«ffie4tbe  dsad.  ^Wmoom  it  jMtiCedof  hbe 
ddircn.'* 

b  the  jear  818^  war  broke  ont  lietweefl  itfttimin  ani 
kif  rhral  Liaiaioi •  Batk  eanteniled  for  the  BorereigBty 
«f  Um  wkole  Eatt,  but  victory  deoided  in  fatotff  of  Li* 
It  ii  said  tbat  before  the  laet  battle  was  foogbt^ 
wae  inpreesod  in  a  dpean  with  the  importance 
of  tepplieatiiis  JehoTah  the  God  of  the  C^riitians. 
He  teeordittgly  gave  ordere  to  hit  omii  to  join  him  ia 
mlema  prayer.  Maiimin  also,  like  anolber  Ahab,  ton* 
Mlted  the  priettt  of  hit  god,  but  Jnpiter  deceived  hini| 
while  Jehovah  declared  in  favour  of  Licinint*  The 
fBtolt  of  tkit  eonSiet  wet  exceediiigly  Ikvourable  to  the 
tberch ;  for  Maximin  fiading  himtelf  dqped  by  h4t'pa<A 
gte  Oracle,  retolved  apon  the  toleration  of  Christianity* 
PBrscetttiBg  edieit  were  conntermanded,  and  ethert,  at 
till  aad  complete  at  thote  of  Constantine,  were  tnbtti« 
tuffii  ID  their  plaee.  ThiM  Chrittianity  wat  at  length 
breoghi  through  the  long  and  fearful  ttruggle,  and  the 
feUowertof  Jesnt  allowed  to  worthip  their  Divine  Mat- 
ter, and  to  propegate  hit  gospel,  none  daring  to  make 
them  afraid.  Bat  Hhe  Avenger  of  the  bleed  of  the 
ioaits  had  not  yet  dene  with  the  erud  Maximin*  He 
bed  to  undergo  a  pnnUhment  like  his  late  matter,  in 
vhieb  he  mig^t  read  hit  own  goilt  He  wat  tuddeniy 
teiied  with  a  dittemper  which  prevailed  over  hie  whola 
haijf  till  hit  fteth  wae  eontumed  from  his  bonet,  and 
hit  eyee  ttarted  from  their  toekett  |  and  being  teorehed 
wHh  a  perpetual  fever,  he  wat  eoattrained  to  acknew* 
ledge  the  greatnett,  and  the  glory  of  Ghritt  and  hm 
Ungdam.  And  thus  he  miserably  gave  up  the  ghetto 
It  it  avpfioeed  that  the  plague  with  which  this  wicked 
wae  aflieted^  wat  the  efficl  of  hit  havu^  twibm 

i  dffwdktn  ta  eaeetty  and  ef  a  fuaalii^  uf  fwite» 
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wbieh  be  took  for  the  porpooe  of  finifthing  his  hate* 
ful  existenee.  <<Did  any  nan  ever  hardea  hiaMelf 
against  God  and  prosper  ?" 

While,  lhe«ye  things  were  going  on  in  the  East »  Bivioa 
ProFideoee  .  was  bringing  matters  to  the  same  issoeia 
the  West.  Maxentios  (son  of  Maximin)  earried  matters 
at  Borne  with  a  high  and  heavj  hand.  These  raeasaret 
60  provoked  the  people,  that  they  besought  Constantino 
to  eome  to  their  deliverance.  Aeeordtngly  Constant ine, 
in  the  year  Sii,  set  off  on  his  expedition  to  Rome,  wilb 
an  army  of  nine  thousand  foot,  and  eight  hundred  horse* 
This  expedition,  in  its  eoosequenees,  wa^  of  great  mo* 
ment  <o  Constantine^— every  thing  dear  to  him  depended 
on  its  sueeess.  Under  soeh  eircnmstanees,  donbtless 
the  solieitode  of  his  mind  was  great ;  and  the  early  bias 
he  had  received  in  favour  of  Christianity,  might  very 
likely  eontribute  to  the  reported  event  of  his  miraenloos 
•onversion.  The  historian  of  his  time  states  that  the 
emperor,  in  his  advance  with  liis  army  towards  Rome, 
impKorod  some  sign  from  the  great  Majesty  of  heaven, 
which  prayer  was  answered  in  the  course  of  the  day  by 
the  apperrance  of  a  oaoss  in  the  heavens,  very  bright, 
and  elevated  above  the  sun,  with  this  inscription,  ^KDon- 
quKR  BT  THIS."  This  was  seen  by  the  army  as  well 
as  by  their  leader.  By  Constanttne  it  was  hailed  as  an 
answer  to  prayer,  and  a  token  for  good.'  This  extraor* 
dinary  event  was  followed  by  a  vision  at  night,  in  which 
the  emperor  saw  the  ap|>earance  of  the  Aaviour,  with 
the  same  sign  he  had  seen  in  the  day,  from  whom  he  re- 
ceived direction  to  adopt  the  cross  as  his  miiitary  en- 
sign. CoQstantine  readily  obeyed,  and  the  cross  was  ev- 
er afterwards  displayed  in  the  army  as  the  grand  impe- 
rial standard.  This  snpematnral  appearance  has  been 
dbohied  hy  some,  hot  he  the  fact  as  it  may,  tlusexpedl-  * 
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tin  W9m  Attended  with  §;reat  advantages ;  Mazentiut 
vat  eomi^letely  defeated  and  driven  from  the  eitj. 

Daring  these  vieissitades  in  the  state,  the  ehareh  ei- 
liliits  nothing  peeuliarlj  great.  Among  the  eomroon 
people  there  were  doubtless  many  truly  devoted  in  the 
spirit  of  their  mind,  and  among  them,  manj  that  loved 
the  Divine  Saviour  above  life  itself:  hot  among  the 
bishops  and  pastors,  nothing  like  what  we  saw  in  the 
pa^t  eentnry.  Indeed  the  principal  events  in  the  inter- 
nal department  of  the  ehareh,  are  rather  more  to  its  dis« 
graee  than  to  it*  Imnonr.  But  this  detail  we  reserve  for 
the  sBf feeding  chapter. 


CHAPTER  in. 

Stats  of  Christianity  under  tub  patron aos  oif 

CONSTANTINK. 

Church  established — Eusebiiis  Pamphilus  Bishop  of 
OjBsarea, 

CoffSTAKTiNc  THX  Grkat  appears,  from  the  best 
authority,  to  have  been  bom  in  Britain.  His  educa- 
tion, as  we  have  noticed,  was  favourable  to  the  profes- 
aion  of  Christianit  J.  From  the  first  of  his  appearance, 
his  prejudices  evidently  leaned  that  way,  though  for  a 
while  he  maintained  a  perfect  equilibrium,  in  the  abso- 
fate  exereise  of  his  power,  towards  all  religions.  In 
his  department  of  empire,  Christianity  was  tolerateify 
and  BO  was  paganism.  And  it  is  presumed  had  this 
ffHiee  persevered  in  snch  a  line  of  conduct,  the  reJigion 
«f  JeaiM  had  enjoyed  every  privilege  desirable  and  loi* 
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portant  fiat  upoa  th«  vietorj  obtained  by  hia  o^e? 
MaxenUoi,  and  on  hi«  estabUifament  in  tlie  siiFereigBtf 
#f  all  tbe  West,  Constantine  declared  more  decidedly  Im 
fiiToitr  of  the  Christian  §yttein.  Whether  any  credit  if 
to  be  given  to  the  report  of  hit  miracolooB  conTcruoBy 
or  not,  it  is  certain,  about  that  time  he  saw  it  either  kit 
doty,  or  his  interest,  to  espouse  the  cause  of  the  faitli* 
ful.  There  is  one  circnmstancc  which  does  this  em* 
peror  great  credit — ^he  was  in  his  conduct  towards  tho 
church  uniform;  he  started  a  friend  to  Christianity, 
and  whether  others  in  authority  favoorod  it  of^ot,  ho 
made  use  of  all  his  influence,  at  all  times  in  its  fkvoor. 
The  last  war  into  which  he  entered  with  his  partners  and 
competitors  in  government,  was  occasioned  by  the  in* 
tolerance  and  cruelty  practised  by  Licinius,  emperor  of 
the  East.  Licinius  for  a  while  had  united  with  Con- 
stantine in  befriending  the  Christian  cause,  hot  fitMB 
motives  of  jealousy,  or  of  interest,  he  at  length  turned 
bis  hand  against  it,  destroyed  churches,  murdered 
bishops,  prohibited  synods,  prevented  assemblies,  ez« 
polled  believers  from  his  court,  and  dismissed  froni^  bis 
army  those  who  refused  to  sacrifice.  This  led  to  a 
quarrel  with  Constantine;  and  Licinius  was  willing 
to  stake  the  truth  of  his  cause  upon  the  event.  Whether 
the  appeal  were  just  or  not,  God  took  him  at  his  word 
—-he  lost  the  battle  and  his  enipiro  too,  and  soon  aftof 
his  life.  Thus  Constantine  soceceded  to  the  whole 
Roman  empire,  whieh  had  not  been  in  sfilgection  to  ooo 
individual  prince  for  a  series  of  years.  This  event 
tended  in  no  small  degree  to  extend  the  pale  of  tho 
ahurch,  and  to  render  the  profession  of  die  gospel  saCp 
and  honourable. 

Such  being  the  acqnisitions  of  Constantine,  be  ba4 
swNio  to  eonUnd  witb  i|i  Ibe  exeraiMor  bio  mmm  wiB 
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He  therefore  lutviog  etpouted  (he  Christian  cause,  pro* 
leeded  to  establish  it,  to  the  eielosioo  of  idolatry,  and  of 
(1m  whole  pagan  riloal.  The  pagan  temples  were  poll* 
ri  down,  or  eonverted  into  Christian  ohnrehes;  the 
eieretoe  of  the  old  priesthood  was  proscribed,  and  the 
idols  destrojFed  ;  large  and  elegant  structures  Itir  Chris** 
titn  worship  were  raised,  and  those  already  erected  en# 
Iarge4  and  beautified ;  the  episcopacy  was  increased, 
atti  fa»iibnred  with  great  favours,  and  enriehed  with 
Tist  endowments  ;  the  ritual  recei?ed  many  additions  f 
the  habiliments  of  the  clergy  were  pompous,  and  the 
whole  of  the  Christian  service  at  once  eihibited  a  scene 
•f  worldly  grandeur  and  external  parade.  What  a 
mighty  change !  But  a  short  time  since,  and  Christian* 
ity  was  held  in  sovereign  contempt ;  now  she  is  a 
bronrite  at  court,  and  the  companion  of  princes.  A,|ns! 
•neh  is  the  change,  (hat  it  scarcely  affords  a  ground  for 
trinmph.  The  kingdom  of  oor  God  and  his  Christ  is 
become  a  kingdom  of  (his  world,  and  (be  chorth  of 
Jesns  rednced  to  a  mere  worldly  sanctuary.  The  glorj 
is  departed  ;  the  gold  is  become  dim,  and  the  fine  gold 
isehanged. 

In  order  more  fully  to  ascertain  the  state  of  religion 
at  this  period,  it  will  be  necessary  to  make  some  in* 
qniry  into  the  character,  and  spirit  which  took  the  lead 
ia  spiritnal  affairs,  during  the  revolution  under  Con* 
staatine.    Upon  eiamination,  it  appears  that 

BOSSniUS  BISHOP  OV  OJBSARSA 

Was  the  principal  instructor  of  (he  emperor.  The  eha* 
meter  of  Bnsehins^  in  a  moral  point  of  riew,  standi 
high ;  but  whether  he  possessed  the  true  spirit  of  a 
primitiire  bishop,  admits  of  a  doubt.  It  is  certain  he 
was  axtfeaM^  fbad  of  Origea,  and  largely  defended  the 
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•jtten  of  that  great  phikttophkal  belie¥^r4  Amd  it  ii 
eqoallj  elear,  that  he  fknltered  ezeaedingly  on  the  doe« 
tiiae  of  Christ's  troe  and  absolute  diviaitj.  Ho  man* 
aged  matters  rerj  oaotiotuljr  in  the  debate  between  the 
Athaaasians  and  Arians,  so  ninch  so,  that  it  bad  the 
\mpearaDee  of  either  a  want  of  deeision)  or  of  aetoal 
duplieity.  Upon  the  whole,  he  appears  to  hare  been  a 
man  exaetlj  suited  to  the  times.  ConslatitiM,  draogft 
a  mueh  better  man  than  his  predecessors,  was  yet  bat  a 
man  of  the  world  :  and  from  all  that  we  can  gather^ 
Bnsebius  did  not  possess  cnoagh  of  the  geanine  spiHt  of 
Christianity  to  eorreet  these  deterioratiioftts  whieh  the 
•nnshine  of  prinoely  favonr  was  likely  to  produte  Ih* 
deed  prelatieal  pride  had  been  rising  rery  high  for  a 
eentury  before  this.  The  pastors  had  fdrgotten  theif 
Master's  instruction — ^^  Be  ye  not  called  rabbi,  for  yA 
are  brethren."  LoiiD*BisHors  and  AaoH-Bisnops,  and 
all  the  spirit  of  snch  dintiactions,  had  been  long  enongh 
ttpoD  the  advanoe  to  congratulate  su^h  an  emperor  a^ 
Constantine.  The  materials  for  an  hierarehy  having  beeA 
prepared,  it  was  no  difficult  thing  for  a  set  of  worldly-* 
minded  bishops,  countenanced  by  a  prince,  to  put  then 
together.  Under  all  these  eircomstaaces,  real  rdigion 
ukras  not  likely  to  be  bettered  by  such  a  reverse  in  eiter<* 
gal  affairs,  and  so  the  event  proved.  The  ancient  eoiH 
lest,  which  was  for  the  ftiith  once  delivered  to  the  saints^ 
declined  apace,  and  a  strifer  for  worldly  honour,  fleshly 
gratification,  and  spiritual  dominion,  substituted  in  its 
stead.  But  to  do  the  character  of  Eusebius  justice,  we 
ttnst  acknowledge  ourselves  highly  indebted  to  hm  fof 
Ms  many  Ikhhftil,  and  truly  valuable  records.  His  in* 
dutftry  in  eollecting  and  preoetving  inch  a  memorial  a# 
Above  throe  huadred  years  must  have  been  great  Atfd 
HMddng  some  abolonient  for  his  crcdality  Md  inpersG* 
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tiWy  ht  0taads  nnriTmUed,  anil  wali  dcsenrei  the  appel* 
Ittmoftke  Fathse  ov  boolb8ia0ti€al  hmtoet. 


CHAPTER  IT. 

DMiSmB  mid  CtmUnHons^DonatW'^MBUHuB'^riuB 
— Z^e  Council  ofjfiee. 

Thb  groat  Odd  hat  giTeii  hit  ehoreh  rett  Ihun  btr 
eieaies  roomi  ahoat*  What  ought  to  be  the  grand  re* 
sqU?  Gratitnde,  reaton,  bj-ttandert— all  eontpire  in 
dinetiag  to  a  eoorte  of  zeal,  and  holy  diligeneejn  pro* 
pa|atHig  the  troths,  and  (he  spirit  of  the  gospeL  but 
tlul  the  ehareh  proved  itt  condition  to  be  both  fallible 
itji^gaient,  and  defective  in  character.  Enemies  with* 
ott  are  ttleneed,  hot  enemies  within  are  elamoroos. 
Tk  ehoreh't  enemiet  now  are  chiefly  those  of  her  own 

StWCf 

Diriag  the  past  ages,  we  have  beheld  the  ehnrok 
■ikiiig  itt  awa  way,  through  seas  and  fires,  and  elouc?t 
todsCorms.  The  intrinsic,  and  native  eieellenee  of 
Cbristiaaily  was  quite  sufficient  to  render  it  superior  to 
til  sppotitioa.  Even  those  evils  within,  such  as  schisms 
ui  heresies,  though  potent  enemies,  were  to  be  vaii« 
liithed  by  the  all-eonquering  arms  of  truth.  Hereafter 
we  have  to  view  the  church  established^  and  eitended 
kjtbe  civil  power.  Her  enemies,  whether  within  or 
vitbont^  are  to  be  amenable  to  the  bar  of  human  autho« 
vitj.  Her  triumphs  therefore  we  shall  see  to  consist^ 
1st  so  much  in  the  fbree  of  truth,  as  in  the  achieve* 
■cats  of  military  prowess,  and  in  the  intrigues  of 
<Mftlf  ^titles.    Under  these  eircumttaaeet,  we  tball 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ  IC 


Ind  It  seeeMary  (•  iat Ittste  a  disUafiMDy  vfaiek  nasi 
be  oAen  m%At^  betwjren  wiurt  w  ctJloi  the  chareh^  juid 
the  real  eharch  of  Christ.  Genuioe  CkristUnity  can 
derive  no  real  ad?aDta§e  XcoAilie  tanetioof  of  worldly 
laws.  Prioeet,  at  legislatorty  have  nothiDg  to  do  with 
the  subjeettf  of  Kivg  Jki^us^  but  to  protect  them  in  all 
their  right!  at  good  eitizenii,  leaving  their  religion  to 
Ood  and  their  own  eoDneienees*  The  ehoreh,  under 
the  sanetioii  of  a  eivil  legitlatioiit  muit  be  either  the 
ereatare,  or  the  eo- partner  of  a  courts  thi*  being  the 
oate,  pointt  of  doetrine,  and  terms  of  eomauinion  will 
he  determined  by  the  magistrate.  At  aneh  a  bar  it  will 
be  diSeult  to  say  what  will  be  condemned  for  heresy 
and  scl^ism,  and  what  will  he  pronounced  orthodox  and 
tatholie.  Christianity  thrives  best  leA  to  its  native 
force ;  it  must  prosper  in  proportion  as  its  ministers  and 
professors  are  pure  in  heart,  and  active  in  labour  :  hut 
•nwrapit  in  steel  and  furnish  it  with  weapoos^you  only 
encumber  its  poweri,  and  impede  its  exertious.  When 
I  see  religion  thus  accoutred,  I  think  of  the  Shepherd 
of  Bethlehem  in  Saul's  armour.  Tbe  sling  and  the 
•tone,  in  the  name  of  the  Lurd  of  hosts,  will  d« 
wonders* 

The  way  in  which  the  church  in  future  proeeeda  in 
the  treatment  of  its  internal  disorders,  we  shall  fin^ 
greatly  different  from  tbat  which  has  already  passed  ia^ 
rcfiew.    The  first  example  we  have  is  in  the  eaae  of 

the  DOMATISTS. 

About  the  year  Sit,  the  see  of  Carthage  became  va- 
cant by  the  death  of  Mensorius.  The  church  proeeed- 
ed  to  the  election  of  Cscciliaa  the  deacon,  and  called 
the  neighbouring  bishops  to  sanction  their  choice  in  or- 
daiding  him  to  the  office.  The  event  of  this  ordination 
gave  considerable  ofenee  to  Botros  and  CiJeiijis^  hetk 
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pretbjlen  9f  the  Bame  ehureh,  and  who  aipired  to  tho 
preUej.  Being  themselTes  ditappoiiited,  they  deyiied 
afasoref  whereby  to  render  the  new  bishop  nneasy  in 
kit  offiee.  It  ■eems  there  was  a  lady  of  immense  wealth 
in  the  ebareh,  bat  of  doubtful  eharaeter,  who  had  been 
reproved  by  Ceeilian  for  her  improper  eonduet,  at 
whieh  she  was  highly  incensed,  and  sought  oeeasion  for 
rcTeage.  Of  this  eireumstanee,  the  presbyters  were 
aware,  and  accordingly  associated  this  woman  in  their 
interest.  Her  wealth  was  employed  in  bringing  toge- 
ther a  rast  body  of  the  Namidian  bishops,  who  were 
tbo  a  little  mortified  at  not  being  called  to  the  ordina* 
tion  of  Csecilian.  Among  these  Nnmidians,  was  onsi 
Dsaatns  of  Gas8enigr«,  a  man  said  to  be  of  an  nnhappy 
•ehitmatieal  temper,  and  who  on  this  oeeasion  distin- 
fished  himself  by  taking  the  lead  in  this  opposition  to 
ihe  newly  elected  bishop.  This  council  of  prelates 
proceeded  to  giTc  sentence  against  CfiCcilian's  ordlna* 
tisn.  They  urged  as  a  reason,  that  neither  he,  nor  the 
principal  bbhop  who  had  officiated  at  his  consecration, 
had,  dnriog  the  late  persecution,  preserred  the  true 
dignity  of  the  Christian  character,  l^hether  this 
were  so  or  not,  would  be  difficult  to  ascertain ;  -  bat 
Cfceifiaii  was  set  aside,  and  Majorinus  ordained  in  his 
itcad.  This  act  split  the  church  of  Carthage  into  two 
parties,  each  of  whieh  was  determined  to  abide  by  its 
own  bi»hop.  At  length  the  dispute  was  laid  before  the 
eaperor  Constantine,  who,  after  having  examined  and 
re-examined  the  case,  gave  his  opinion  against  the  Do- 
lalists,  and  sent  some  of  the  most  factions  of  them  into 
uile.  Bat  after  a  while  Constantine  recalled  thnii, 
tad  granted  toleration 'to  the  sect.  This  schism  ap- 
pears to  have  been  occasioned  wholly  by  the  diflferenee 
•f  epfniaa  on  iLe  subject  of  Ceecilian^s  exaltation  to  the 
N 
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«piteop«l  oAee.  The  Doaatitts  held  so  liereUfal  i 
liMeBU,  nor  pleaded  fbr  any  defeetiea  ef  iianDers }  b«l 
isaiaiiich  as  they  dwmdied  away,  it  eh«ald  teeia  thai 
their  teparatioQ  firora  the  gmtnl  ehardi  .was  a  nea* 
eare  not  the  mott  jaetiiable. 

The  Die^letiaa  peraee«tio%  while  it  lasted,  waa  « 
tiaie  ef  severe  trial,  aid  the  eeaseqoeaee  was,  that  asany 
ia  the  time  of  temptatian  taraed  aside.  Aaieag  these 
eewards  was  MaLxnirs,  aa  Egyptiaa  Wshop^  who  Uw 
his  perfidy  was  deposed  hy  Peter,  Ushap  ef  Alezaadbia) 
hat  oot  sabmitting  to  the  aattarity  ef  Peter,  he  beeaaia 
a  separatht,  aad  aaitlag  soaie  of  his  awa  siaaip  with 
hiai,  set  ap  a  dtetiaet  latwest.  The  seel  of  the  Mda* 
tiaas  aloae  woald  make  hat  a  very  iaeoasiderahle  figwa 
ia  history,  were  it  aot  for  its  eoaaezioa  with  the  Ariaa 
heresy,  whieh  begaa  ahoat  this  tiaie  to  straggle  for  do- 
■liaioa.  By  the  Ariaa  heresy,  wo  are  not  to  aaderstaad 
a  eorraption  of  Christiaaity  whieh  eriept  ia  at  this 
period,  for  the  error  was  ia  aisteaee  evea  befero  the 
elose  of  seriptore  eaaon  |  bat  aboot  this  tine  it  begaa 
to  atsvaie  aa  iaiportaaee  aot  attaiaod  before^  bsi^g 
espeased  aad  propagated  by  Arias,  a  -presbyter  af  tha 
ohorefa  of  AJexaaidria. 

The  first  appearaaee  of  Arias  ia  tha  oOaial  eirdea 
of  the  Chareh,  was  in  the  order  of  a  deaeon,  at  Alex* 
aadria.  At  first  he  was  a  pramisiag  eharaet«r}  by 
tm  professions  he  gained  open  AeUllas  his  Mshap,  at 
whoso  hands  he  reeeiTed  ordination  to  the  oi&eeof  pros* 
byter.  ^  Understanding  and  eapaeity  wiU  eomniand 
lospeet,  and  these  were  nndoabtedly  possessed  by  Ariaa 
ia  a  great  degree.  He  was  by  natare  Ibmed  to  de- 
eeiTo:  ia  his  behayioar  aad  teaaaer  of  life  he  was 
severe  and  grave  i  ia  his  persoa  tall  aad  venerable  |  and 
&  hia  dress  alaiael  Moaastie.    Ha  was  agraoAUa  aa4 
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•ttpUratisg  is  ««iiTeiiNitmi,  and  well  nkille^  is  logic, 
u4  all  the  laproTtaMBtn  af  the  hamao  mind  thea 
fcthiaBable  lit  the  world.'*  <«  8aeh  wat  the  Ikmaof 
Ariat,  who  gave  aaae  to  oae  of  the  most  powerflil 
hereeieo  whieh  ever  alBteted  the  Church  of  Chritt,  and 
af  wham  Cieero'i  wardf,  with  little  Tariati^D,  ia  hit 
BMUterly  eharaeter  of  Cataliae*  might  ht  deliTered ; 
wEU  he  woi  poBamed  «nac  afpareni  virtues^  he  would  noi 
Aavt  lofii  odb  to  form  ao  great  a  design^  nor  to  have 
/roved  eoformUUMe  an  advertary.^^  Indeed,  if  we  look 
araaad  vpoa  the  eharehet,  we  shall  find  that  Ihe  great- 
cft  mbchleft  are  effected  by  men  of  specious  charac' 
W  aad  popular  virtaet— men  of  loose  norab  cannot 
iafare  laag.  When  Satan  associates  with  the  faithful, 
kaasoamosaaithorihe  iBtcmperate,  nor  the  unclean  per- 
aaa,  hat  he  it  tramefarmed  into  an  angd  oj  light*  There 
are  throe  distiaet  characters  af  moral  evil,  earthly^  sen* 
mia^  demH^ :  the  latter  is  the  mast  ditBcalt  to  impeach, 
and  conseqaeotly  the  mast  mischievous. 

Arias  was  the  disciple  of  Origeo,and  Ihe  scholar  pro* 
eeeded  liMrthar  in  the  regions  of  speculation  than  hb 
matter.  From  the  commeaoement  of  bis  profession,  he 
maaifetted  a  prejadice  for  aay  party,  more  than  for  the 
arthadai,  to  that  by  the  auire  pure  aad  discerning  he 
wat  watthed  with  a  cantioot  eye.  From  the  writings 
aad  reasoalngt  af  thit  man,  it  appears  to  demonstration 
that  heeoasidered  the  ^o^  (word)  in  point  of  essence 
ialMer  to  the  Father.  He  went  so  far  as  to  assert 
^  That  there  was  a  time  when  the  Son  of  God  was  not ; 
that  he  was  capable  of  virtae  or  of  vice  $  and  that  be 
wat  a  ertatare,  and  matablo  as  crealares  are  !**  9oeh 
oeattamatt  at  thete,  avowed  aad  praachod  by  a  presby- 
ter in  the  Oiupittiaa  eemmnaiaa,  awakeaed  thenars  of 
aeme*  aad  the  boM  retort  of  others.    Aleiaadcr,  the 
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laeeessor  of  Aehillasi  remoiftCraled  witk  hini,  aad  e^ 
deaToared  by  geDtk  and  leaient  measarea  to  rettare  Iimi 
to  a  more  scriptarai  tygtenij  but  in  Yaia— 4e  pertistadi 
in  spreading  his  doetrine,  and  succeeded  in  ouJcing  dia- 
'iipies.  Fpoa  whieh  Alexander  resolved  to  call  a  sj* 
aod  of  bithopsi  the  event  of  whieh  was,  the  doctrine  of 
Arius  was  condemned,  and  he,  with  seToral  of  his  ad- 
herents,  expelled  the  chureh. 

These  things  threw  the  Christian  world  into  a  stata 
of  great  confusion.  Both  parties  wera  b j  far  lo« 
much  influenced  bj  the  spirit  of  pride,  and  many  thinga, 
to  tlie  disgrace  of  both,  were  shanefully  practised,  so 
thai  paganism  began  to  exult,  say ing,  ^  Ahal  so  woaU 
we  have  it.'* 

These  eeelesiastical  disputes  running  high,  awakett* 
ad  the  most  serious  attention  of  Coastaatine.  He  wrats 
conciliatory  letters  both  to  Alezaader  aad  to  Arias,  ia 
which  he  gave  ao  opinion  on  the  sumect  of  debata, 
hut  urged  mutual  forbearance  and  Ibrgiveacss*  In  this^ 
interference  he  employed  Hosias,  bishop  of  Corduba,  a 
man  renowned  for  his  faith  and  piety ;  bat  things  wera 
too  obstioale  to  be  thus  settled^  The  emperor  therefera 
resolved  upon  the  call  of  the  whole  chareh,  and  aa- 
aordingly  the  bishops  from  all  parts  of  the  Christiam 
world  were  assembled. at  Nios  ia  Bithynia.  Thata 
ministers  of  the  eharch  are  said  to  amannt  ta  the  num- 
ber of  three  hundred  and  eighteen,  all  of  whom  wera 
brought  from  their  respective  stations,  and  maintain- 
ad  during  the  session  of  the  council,  at  the  cost  of  tlia 
attsperor*  With  these  bishops  there  was  a  vast  body 
af  presbyters,  sa  that  it  is  supposed  the  number  of  ea- 
aleoiastics  present,  was  not  less  than  six  hundred. 

At  this  famous  council,  Constantino  presided  in  per* 
son,  and  acted  as  moderator.    In  the  cantroversy  the 
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Ariau  eottleiided  Ibr  ttie  ose  of  teriptnre  phrabeologj, 
witlMvt  explieatteii  or  eomment,  by  whieb  meaBt  they 
wvM  be  left  to  afflx  to  it,  wbal  tense  tbey  Ihoagbt 
Mnper.  To  this  tbe  Triaitariant  ebjeeted,  bj  stating 
oat  eticb  a  test  vrat  no  test  at  aH,  and  thereby  matteri 
woaM  be  left  vrithoot  a  remedy.  The  synod  eoneluded 
by  tbe  Tote  of  a  very  large  majority  against  Arias  and 
biseoadjtttors;  and  Hosins  of  Cordoba  was  appointed 
to  draw  np  a  eonfession  of  faith,  irhieb  is  the  same  in 
sabotanee  as  what  is  called  tbe  Nieene  Creed.*  This 
troed  was  approved  by  Hhe  emperor,  and  be  gave 
orders  that  all  who  wonid  not  snbseribe  shoald  be 
banisbed.  This  heavy  penalty  fell  uponArius,  and 
open  a  few  others  with  him,  bat  the  greater  part  of 
those  tainted  with  his  sentiments,  some  for  the  sake  of 
pease,  and  more  for  the  sake  of  their  bishopries,  were 
iadoeed  to  sabseribo  what  they  actaally  did  not  be* 
lisve. 

Before  this  eonnsel  broke  np,  some  few  other  mattert 
were  determined,  sneh  as  would  deserve  no  plaee  herey 
were  it  not  to  show  the  sad  defection  of  Christianity  in 
4he  inerease  of  soperstiiion,  and  homan  traditions.  It 
was  decreed  that  Easter  should  be  kept  at  tbe  same 
season  tbrongb  all  tbe  cbapcb;  that  celibacy  in  the 
clergy  was  a  virtue  ^  that  new  converts  shoald  not  be 


*  Thst  called  tbe  Nieene  Creed,  cui  it  standi  in  the  Eng- 
lish Common  Prayer  Book,  appear^  not  only  to  be  a  para» 
phrase,  hot  also  an  abridgment,  of  the  origiDal.  For  the  Nieene 
fiithen,  after  they  had  laid  down  thetr  own  faith,  proceeded  to 
anathematize  6ieir  opponents.  This  latter  clause  the  EngHdi 
fathers  onttted  altogether,  and  tome  wise  'and  good  men^n  the 
dmich  b»re  espreaeed  a  trM  tJ^  H  t^^  Atbanauan  Creed 
a  similar  onufliioa  ha4  been  obferre^ 
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introdaeed  to  orders  $  UiM  a  eertaiD  eoMrte  of  pe]iiteBe# 
•honld  bo  oojoioed  on  the  Upted,  and  ananj  ineh  things. 
Buring  the  debates  at  this  eouacil,  a  eonsiderable  eons* 
binatioo  of  ability  was  displayed.  Here  Atbaaasina, 
afterward  renowned  for  his  ereed,  eonteaded  for  the 
Trinitarian  seheme;  Busebias  of  Nieonedia  for  tlie 
Ariaa  system ;  and  Bnsebios  of  Cttsarea  artfully  eon- 
trired  to  keep  in  with  both  partiesi  by  trimming  be« 
tween  them.  Aeesins,  a  NoTation  bishop^  was  also  at 
the  eonneil,  which  does  the  Nieene  fathers  great  credit, 
aspeeially  when  we  consider  that  some  rosoiutions  were 
entered  into  in  favour  of  that  seet. 


CHAPTEtt  Y. 

OatJROH  AfVAXRS  to  THB  DkATH  of  CoNSTAKTilrK. 

JHkana$iu8'^Death  <^  Ariu^^-^B^pHim  of  ConHtmtine. 

The  establishment  of  the  Nieene  ereod,  and  thn 
banishment  of  Arins,  stopped  not  the  spreading  heresy, 
nor  sufficiently  awed  those  men  who  had  been  bold 
enough  in  the  council  to  stand  Ibrth  in  its  defence.  In 
abont  three  months  it  was  judged  expedient  to  add 
Eusebius  of  Nieomedia,  and  Theognis  of  Nice,  to  thn 
number  of  the  banished  Arians.  In  the  same  year  died 
Alexander  bishop  of  Alexandria,  and  the  famous  Atba- 
nasius,  to  the  general  satisfaction  ef  the  church,  sne- 
seeded  him  in  his  episcopal  office.  Ho  was  abont 
twenty-eight  years  of  age  when  he  was  honoared  with 
this  appointment,  and  he  held  the  see  foKy-six.years^ 
daring  which  time  ho  was  exposed  to  great  trials  front 
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tke  eraft  aad  maliee  of  hig  enemies,  the  chief  of  whieh 
mte  from  the  fttry  of  the  Arian  party. 

Ari«t  and  his  adherents,  though  in  banishoient,  or  in 
fttgraee,  were  not  witfaoat  hope  of  reeovering  their 
Jibertj  ;  nor  did  they  fail  to  move  every  engine  likely 
Is  prodoee  the  deitired  effeet.  A  powej  fat  one  of  this 
sort  they  had  in  Con«taniia,  the  emperor's  sister,  who 
had  been  prevailed  upon  by  the  Arian  party,  to  espouso 
their  etnse,  in  whieh  she  saeceeded  so  far,  that  by  Con- 
itantine's  orders,  Arias,  with  his  eompanions,  was  re- 
sailed,  and  recommended  by  the  emperor  to  Athanasius 
(br  communion  ;  but  the  Alexandrian  champion  of  or- 
thodoxy could  not  be  prevailed  upon  to  receive  him. 
This  contributed  in  no  small  degree  to  inerease  and  in« 
lanie  the  rage  of  the  heresiarchs,  who  marked  Athana* 
lias  from  that  time  as  a  suitable  object  for  their  re- 
TiBgc  Having  obtained  favour  at  court,  they  resolved 
ts  bring  him  to  justice  for  certain  crimes  which,  they 
laid  to  his  charge ;  the  chief  of  which  was,  according 
ts  their  allegations,  that  he  had  murdered  Arsenius,  a 
lleietian  bishop ;  in  order  to  prove  whieh,  they  pro- 
4accd  a  dead  man's  hand,  which  they  affirmed  to  be  the 
bend  of  the  murdered  pastor,  and  found  in  the  po8se»> 
lien  of  Athanasius.  This  contrivance,  however,  failed, 
for  the  friends  of  the  accused  bishop  produced  the  body 
if  Arscnias,  not  only  with  both  hands  on,  but  alive  and 
ii  good  health. 

But  the  fery  of  Arianism  rested  not  here  f  a  synod  of 
bbhops  was  called  at  Tyre,  in  which  Eusebius  of  Nico- 
nwdia  played  his  part  so  well  with  the  emperor,  that  in 
ipite  of  jastiee  and  troth,  Athanasius  was  banished  into 
Banl.  Upon  this  great  acquisition,  Arine  retamed  in 
trinmphr  to  Alexandria,  to  strengthen  his  party  there ; 
bat  the  emperor  ordered  him  to  Constantinople,  in  order 
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that  ke  mig^t  Mttisfy  kintelf  9B  Ike  tabjeet  of  kb  er— d, 
CoDstaatuie  demanded  hit  sakteriptUn  to  Ike  Nicumo 
artielet,  to  wkkk  ke  aMeated,  aad  eoafirmed  it  witk  aa 
•atk.  Bat  tke  niott  eredible  tettiaMHiy  of  tke  tiaMa 
aTowi  tbat  Arios,  in  this  seeming  eoafermity,  was  gviltj 
of  tke  greatest  duplieity,  and  tke  basest  resenratios*. 
Tkis  sabseriptiouy  koweTer,  satisfied  tke  imperial 
ampire,  and  Alexander  of  Constantinople  was  ordered 
to  reeeive  kim  into  eommoaioa.  Great  was  tke  exalta* 
tiott  of  tke  Arian  party  on  tke  triampk  of  tkeir  ekam* 
pion.  On  tke  day  fixed  for  tke  restoratioa  of  Ariaa, 
kis  party  attended  kim,  aad  were  going  witk  great 
parade  to  the  ehurek,  when  suddenly  Arins  was  s^sed 
witk  a  diarrkoea  and  expired. 

It  is  said  tkat  Alexander,  on  reeeiving  orders  to  ae« 
knowledge  Arias,  besought  the  Almighty  by  prayer, 
tkat  something  might  take  plaee  to  prevent  the  retera 
of  a  man  whom  he  eoneeived  to  be  both  a  blaspkenter 
and  a  hypoerite.  But  the.  sodden  aad  extraordiaary 
death  of  Arius  gare  rise  to  suspieloas  uafrieadly  to  tko 
eharaeter  ofthe  orthodox.  Whether  they  were  aeeea- 
sary  to  his  death  eaanot  now  be  determined,  as  no  re* 
•peetable  testimony  is  left  behind,  to  substantiale  the 
snspieion*  But  all  this  goes  to  prore  that  real  religiaB 
was  at  a  low  ebb,  and  the  true  spirit  of  it  lost  amidst  a 
general  struggle  for  power  and  wealth. 

Thus  we  see  the  ehureh  distraeted  by  dirisions  tke 
most  baneful ;  diTisions,  arising  not  fh»m  a  diversity  ef 
opinion  on  the  subjeet  of  ceremonies,  but  from  the  spread- 
ing  heresy  whieh  appears  in  denying  the  Lord  thstt 
bought  as.  Nor  is  the  ehureh,  as  by  law  establisked, 
eapable  of  remedying  the  evil.  Constantino  the  en* 
peror,  and  eourtly  bishops,  are  to  determine  what  is  ae- 
eording  to  godliness,  and  what  is  not.    Tke  ireapoaa  in 
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thtt  wirfare  are  earDal,  and  to  the  contest  eodsi  not  in 
fllMwiDg  who  has  most  trnth  on  his  side,  but  who  is 
■Oft  ID  favoor  at  eoort.  Amidst  these  tronbles  in  this 
tlioreh,  Constantino  yields  his  breath,  having  fiist  re- 
•etfed  baptism  at  the  hands  of  his  favourite  bishop, 
Eoiebini  of  Nienmedia.  In  these  dajs  it  was  eommoa 
fbr  persons  to  defer  their  baptism  till  the  near  approach 
if  ^tb,  under  a  superstitions  persdasion  that  the  riio 
of  biptbn  secured  the  forgiveness  of  all  sins  that  were 
put 

Hie  eharaeter  of  Constantine  has  been  rarionslj  rt- 
prcsented.  His  sincerity  in  espousing  the  Christian 
stifc  cannot  reasonably  be  doubted ;  but  his  religion^ 
titer  all,  posaesses  none  of  the  leading  characteristics 
peesliar  to  the  gospel.  He  was  a  good  emperor,  and 
u  ksnest  man,  hut  too  little  acquainted  with  real 
Christianity  to  be  of  any  service  in  propagating  a  eanse, 
IS  Aftrent  from  this  world,  both  in  its  naturo  and  )n 
itiinlnenco. 


CHAPTER  VI. 

hrATt  OV  TRX    CsunOB  DURIHO   TBK   RsiGIT  OV  Co|l» 
STAXTIUS,  A  PSniOD  OF  TWXXTT-FOUR  TUARS. 

trcA  Digfdtaries — EusMm  of  JVItcomedia— -Fiitc^ 
Council  of  Milan. 

JBiroRS  we  proceed,  it  will  be  fonnd  necessary  to  oh- 

y  that  during  the  reign  of  the  last  prince,  some  y%Tj 

tierial  alterations  took  place  in  the  government,  and 

en  of  the  church ;   unless  these  are  noticed,  wo 
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•hall  be  pvzzled  with  terai*  petDtuig  eHt  erdert  ef  niaii* 
ten  Utberto  ankiiowa.  W»  baye  aotieed  the  ponp 
and  parade  iatrodneed  aader  tbe  aotpiees  of  Conttaa- 
tiae,  and  the  sad  effeets  arisiiig  therefhnn.  It  appetr* 
ed  important  to  Coottaatitie,  ea  his  aeeesiioii  to  the 
whole  empire,  to  make  some  alterations  in  the  adnieis- 
tratioa  of  his  goTemment,  for  the  hetter  seenrity  of  it 
▼ast  dominions.  T^hristianity  being  a  partner  of  the 
state,  it  was  found  ahio  politieally  neeessary  to  maks 
the  ofieers  and  usages  of  religion  tend  to  the  saoM 
point  Aeeordinglj  a  distlnetian  of  rank  and  eminsnee 
was  introdoeed  to  the  order  of  the  prelacy*  JnHoehi 
JilexandrUif  and  llom«,  had  for  some  time  ranked  high, 
•a  aeeonnt  of  the  number  of  Christians  tu  their  sett  ml 
dffstrtets,  together  with  that  eminenee  of  eharaetor  whiel 
kad  marked  their  bishops.  Tet  to  these  was  there  s^ 
eribed  no  snperiority  in  point  of  order  or  aathorily,  tiH 
Constantino  gave  them  a  kind  of  supremacy  orer  thsii 
episeopai  brethren.  To  these  three,  he  added  CmisUm' 
iinopUj  being  the  seat  of  his  imperial  dignity.  Then 
four  cities  being  so  many  centres  of  goTcmment,  it  ws( 
thought  neeessary  to  the  completeness  of  the  whs^ 
scheme,  to  couTert  these  several  sees  into  a  higher  or 
of  bishopries,  denominated  metropolitan.  In  the  eooH 
of  the  century  it  appears  that  these  metropolitan  bisbc| 
became  patriarchs,  and  then  by  and  by  the  bishop  ^ 
Rome  beoame  pope,  and  so  we  shall  hereafter  hare  ! 
do  with  pontiffs,  patriarchs,  metropolitans,  arehbisho 
&e.  &e.|  and  for  a  while  we  shall  find  these  ehoil 
olBeers  created  and  appointed  by  the  ciTil  magistri 
without  the  eoneurrenee  of  the  people^  till  at  length  i 
bishop  of  Rome  becomes  lord  over  all. 

The  religion  of  Constantius  appears  to  have  heeni 
similar  to  that  of  his  father  $  but  it  is  doubtful  wk« 
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b  moral  ekarMler  wm  so  goo4,  for  it  eaooot  be  denied 
Ikil  te  WM  Meeetarj  te  the  death  of  hit  two  aneieay 
whMihelbafed  woaM  eoatend  for  empire.  Coaitan- 
6m  had  two  partners  im  goYemmeiit,  both  hie  owa  bro- 
then.  Coastaatiaa  posaeeted  the  Bast,  and  ixed  hii 
rwidwee  «t  the  aew  metropolit  ereeted  by  hia  Ikther. 
CaanaatiBe  the  Seewid  held  Brkaia,  Gaol,  Md  Spain  | 
fiMtiMj  Hlyricnai»  Africa  and  Italy.  ThetwolaUer 
if  tbeM  toon  qnarrelled,  and  Constana  being  the  Tietor, 
unexed  the  dominions  of  his  brother  to  those  of  his 
•w%  which  ho  heM  bnt  for  a  few  years,  being  stain  by  m 
•sansaader  in  his  own  army,  who  aspired  to  the  em- 
pile.  Nor  did  this  treacherons  rebel  enjoy  his  ambi« 
tisai  projects  long,  for  being  defeated  in  his  war  with 
Csaifaatins,  in  a  fit  of  rage  and  despair  he  laid  Tiolenl 
ksadi  on  himselff  and  so  the  whole  empire  devolved 
Bpen  Constnntios.  This  event  took  place  in  the 
ysaraaa. 

Oaring  the  reign  of  thb  prince,  Arianism  was  in  fa- 
Tscr  at  eonrt,  and  the  orthodox  were  etposed  to  perso- 
•sHmi.  Athanaains  returned  from  bis  exile  andcr  the 
ssipices  of  Constantino  the  Second,  bat  it  was  again  tm 
■set  with  aimiiar  treatment.  How  eieeedingly  degra- 
M  the  ehnreh,  as  by  law  established !  bishops  treating 
taeb  other  in  the  same  way,  as  but  a  few  years  back 
tkey  had  been  treated  by  their  pagan  ad versarica.  ShenM 
Christians  be  trastcd  with  the  civil  sword,  with  which 
ts  defend  and  enforce  the  religion  of  Jesus  ?  Christ  him- 
idf  refused  aad  forbade  the  use  of  it ;  ought  not  his 
Ukwera  to  decline  it  likewise  P 

Hio  period  before  ns  was  principally  marked  with 
ssntentionsand  atrifos  between  the  Athanasians  and  the . 
Aiiana.    The  former  could  lay  claim,  with  greater  pro- 
fria^  than  the  lattert  to  the  deoatninalioo  of  the  catho* 
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lie  or  general  eharch.  Indeed  thej  bore  aboot  in  tbcir 
bodies  the  marks  of  the  Lord  Jesns.  -  When  thus 
bishops,  presbyters,  and  brethren  eame  together  on  any 
oeeasioo,  they  exhibited  a  group  of  men  who  had  sof- 
fered  for  Christ,  whieh  sufferings  eould  be  distinguished 
in  their  loss  of  eyes,  nose,  legs  {  distorted,  burnt,  and 
mangled  limbs  |  together  with  a  thousand  other  indigni* 
ties,  whieh  they  earried  to  the  graTO.  It  were  belieren 
in  the  Aill  and  nnequiyoeal  Divinity  of  Christ  that  eouM 
boa«t  of  their  eonfessors  and  martyrs,  while  the  denien 
of  that  grand  doctrine  were  left  without  such  proofs  o{ 
their  being  a  part  of  the  true  ohureh  ;  they  in  the  gene* 
ral  eoDirived  to  trim  between  the  suffering  and  the  op- 
pressing parties,  and  so  evaded  the  cross.  But  where  in 
the  Arians  were  defieient  in  suth  credentials,  they 
possessed  a  happy  substitute — th$  favour  of  the  em* 
peror  end  court.  Nor  did  they  forget  to  use  their  in- 
fluenee  against  those  who  maintained  and  asserted  the 
primitive  doctrines.  Frequent  were  the  eouncila,  and 
Biany  the  synods,  with  the  emperor  at  the  head ;  and  in 
most  instances  the  Arians  were  triumphant,  and  their 
opponents  oppressed  and  degraded. 

While  these  things  were  going  on,  Alexander  of  Con- 
stantinople died,  at  the  great  age  of  ninety-eight ;  he 
had  filled  the  see  twenty-three  years.  The  clergy  ask- 
•d  him  before  his  death  whom  he  would  retommend  as 
a  sueeessor  ?  The  good  man  replied,  ^  If  yon  seek  a 
man  of  exemplary  life,  and  able  to  instruct  you,  you 
have  Paul : — but  if  you  desire  a  man  of  seenlar  skill, 
and  one  who  knows  how  to  maintain  an  interest  aoioAg 
the  great,  Macedonins  is  preferable.''  It  appears  (hat 
he  had  hero  given  a  faithful  characteristic  of  these  two 
men.  Upoo  (he  death  of  the  old  bishop,  the  far  gr^wter 
and  better  part  decidi^n  favour  of  Paul }  but  thia  elec- 
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tioi  wai  over- rn led  by  the  emperor  and  his  Ariaii 
ikfouritei;  Paul  skA^  deposed^  and  Eusebius  of  Nieo^ 
mtiltij  by  (he  aulh^i.fy  of  the  prince,  translated  to  the 
netropolitan  atr  iu  hit  mom.  Thus  the  suffrage. of  the 
tborcli  wax  set  at  nought,  and  theeivil  power  exereisdl 
m  it  Rtead. 

Go  the  deposidoit  of  Paul,  Athanasius  assembled  hit 
fHeodi  at  Antioeh,  and  a  hundred  bishops  instituted 
fteir  protest  against  this  aet  of  the  emperor.  This  only 
produced  wrath,  and  the  eall  of  aiioth«r  synod,  with  the 
emperor  at  the  head ;  by  whieh  the  crafty,  worldly  Ease- 
bits  not  only  was  confirmed  in  his  see,  but  Atlianasiot 
was  deposed  from  his  own,  and  Gregory,  a  C'appadocian, 
ordained  in  his  room.  This  last  measure  was,  from  al- 
lied necessity,  enforced  by  arms,  for  the  populace  were 
^idedly  in  favour  of  then*  legally-established  and  or- 
thodox minister,  Athanasius.  After  a  violent  strnggl*, 
b  which  there  was  too  much  of  a  worldly  spirit  on  both 
tides,  Athanasius  fled  to  Rome,  where  he  was  well  re- 
etived,  orthodoxy  being  in  repute  there.  Here  he  rest- 
ed awhile,  and  appealed  to  a  synod  of  bishops,  by  whom 
he  was  vindicated  from  the  charges  brought  against  him 
by  his  enemies. 

BosehinB  lived  not  long  to  possess  the  ill-gotten  see. 
Upon  his  death  the  people  again  elected  Paul.  The 
Arian  party  insisted  upon  the  investment  of  Macedo- 
bIus  ;  and  in  order  to  bring  him  in,  and  completely  to  set 
aside  the  rival,  an  officer  of  the  army  was  commanded 
to  take  Paul  into  exile.  In  this  struggle,  the  orthodox 
lost  that  spirit  which  ought  always  to  connect  witb 
traihy  and  Ike  issue  terminated  in  the  death  of  the  sol- 
fter  who  arrested  Panl.  It  appears  that  Paul  took  urn 
part  in  this  bloody  eoiMict,  his  real  eharaeter  was  averse 
te  sock  measnres ;  nor  could  he  be  answerable  tor  the 
O 
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result  of  a  tumult  raited  through  the  maliee  of  hii  ene* 
vies* 

In  847}  imperial  authority  ealled  a  general  couneiL 
Both  princes  were  present,  one  at  the  head  of  eaeh  party. 
Little  was  done  here  hut  what  tended  to  vex  and  irri- 
tate. Some  few  eanons  were  made  ;  the  spirit  of  which 
■trongly  prove  that  vital  godliness  was  sadly  declined. 

Gregory,  the  Cappadocian,  who  usurped  the  see  of 
Alexandria  upon  the  deposition  of  Athanasius,  died  in 
the  year  849.  Upon  w  hieh,  the  entreaties  of  the  peo- 
ple, and  the  influence  of  Constans,  were  employed  to 
bring  back  the  injured  and  exiled  bishop.  Const  an  tins 
complied,  and  wrote  repented  letters  to  Athanasiut,  re- 
questing him  to  return  to  his  charge.  At  length  he  ac- 
ceded, and  in  his  way  met  the  emperor  at  Anlioch,  by 
whom  he  was  graciously  received.  A  cireumstantc 
worthy  of  notice  occurred  during  the  stay  of  Athanasios 
at  Antioch.  The  bishop  of  Antioch  was  Arian;  the 
orthodox  there  had  ventured  to  withdraw  from  the 
ekureh,  and  had  assembled  in  another  place  with  (heir 
own  bishop,  who  had  been  expelled  his  see  by  the  reign- 
ing powers.  With  these  dissenters,  and  that  in  a  eon- 
Tenticle  too,  communed  the  great  Athaaasius.  He  loved 
truth  better  than  stone  walls,  and  the  fellowship  of  the 
faithful,  thouf  h  in  a  meeting-house,  rather  than  a  place 
with  the  enemies  of  Christ,  though  in  a  cathedral.  And 
what  is  still  farther  remarkable,  the  doxology*  now  in 

•  **  Glory  be  to  the  Father,  and  to  the  Son,  and  to  the  Holy 
Ghost,  as  it  was  io  the  be^nning,  is  now,  and  ever  shall  be,  worid 
without  end:  amen.^*  The  Arians,  to  discover  their  dislike  to  the 
doctrine,  avowed  in  this  form,  composed  another  for  tbeb  own 
•hurches :  '^  Glory  to  the  Father,  by  the  Son,  in.the  Holy  Gbost^* 
And  sometimes  it  so  happened,  that  when  the  two  parties  net  ia 
the  same  church,  each  would  ling  his  own  doxology. 
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tlie  Enslish  liturgy  was  composed  by  Flavian,  the 
•cromi  bishop  of  this  separatioo  ehareh,  and  first  ased 
m  bis  meettng-bouse. 

The  circumstances  under  which  Athanasius  rctumedi 
afortled  bo  small  matter  for  triomph  lo  the  Trinitarians* 
But  the  way  in  which  some  of  his  people  testified  their 
joy  only  discovers  the  spirit  of  the  times.  For  instead 
•f  joining  their  restored  bishop  in  works  of  faith  and 
love,  they  devoted  themselves  to  a  monastic  life.  With 
tbc  Aleiandrian  prelate,  many  others  aUo  were  restored 
to  their  respective  charges. 

But  this  peaceful  interval  lasted  not  long,  for  about 
two  years  after,  the  whole  empire  falling  into  the  hands 
of  Coostantius,  bis  enemies  and  rivals  being  defeated,  ho 
waied  exceedingly  proud,  and  proceeded  again  to  vex 
tbe  orthodox.  The  subtilty  of  the  Arians  stirred  up  his 
wratb  against  Athanasius,  and  a  council  was  called  at 
Milan:  hot  notwithstanding  all  the  power,  and  all  the 
poliey  of  error  were  engaged,  the  Trinitarians  remain- 
ed ioflcxible,  and  theNicene  creed  maintained  its  ground. 
Athooasius  was  the  chief  butt  of  their  rage ;  therefore 
the  emperor  was  resolved  upon  his  expulsion :  accord- 
ngly  a  writ  of  condemnation  was  drawn  op,  and  seve- 
ral of  the  bishops  compelled  to  subscribe  it  on  pain  of 
immediate  banishment.  The  venerable  bishop  of  Cor- 
dabo  refused,  and  wrote  a  most  decided  remonstrance 
to  the  emperor  on  the  subject,  for  which  act  of  fidelity 
bo  was  severely  chastised,  being  kept  a  prisoner  at  Sir- 
■iaro  a  whole  year,  notwithstanding  his  great  age,  bav- 
iag  arrived  to  an  hundred  years.  In  this  conflict  fell 
Paul ;  be  was  first  banished,  and  then  murdered ;  *<  So 
that  the  Christian  world  now  trembled  before  the  sword 
of  heresy*  as  fearfully  as  it  had  done  before  the  malieo 
of  pagaaism. 
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Amidst  taek  scenes  as  these,  the  state  of  Athanasia^ 
was  trolj  periloQS.  He  escaped  with  his  life*  throa^^ 
the  kind  office  of  his  clergy  and  people,  who  resetted 
Um  from  the  soldiers,  and  eonveyed  him  away,  while 
George  of  Cappadocia,  a  worldly  minded  and  furiovs 
Arian,  intruded  into  his  office. 

In  order  to  bring  the  ministers  of  the  orthodox  party 
•Ter  to  the  Arian  >side,  no  small  suhtilty  Was  employed* 
Greeds  were  so  ambiguously  and  ingeniously  drawn  op^ 
that  many  were  beguiled.  Even  the  truly  pious  aad 
veteran  bishop  of  Corduba  was  prevailed  on  tosubseribei 
but  on  no  consideration  could  he  be  persuaded  to  join 
ia  the  senteuee  against  his  brother  Athanasius.  But 
•f  this,  subscription  the  godly  Hosius  dearly  repented, 
and  to  his  dying  breath  protested  against  the  doctrine, 
the  measures,  and  the  spirit  of  Arianism*. 

No  means  were  left  untried,  by  the  emperor  and  hiu 
courtly  bishops,  to  bring  in  a  strict  Arian  uniformity 
throughout  the  whole  church.  This  had  some  good  efleels 
f— it  drove  the  faithful  together,  it  broke  down  the  barrien 
which  prejudice  and  bigotry  had  raised  up,  and  brought 
the  children  of  Qod  to  recognize  each  other  as  brethren. 
The  Novatians  and  the  general  church  embraced  eaeh 
other,  in  the  time  of  their  common  affliction,  and  walk* 
td  in  company,  as  travellers  to  the  same  rest. 

The  finishing  stroke  of  Constantius  deposed  the  pious 
Meletlus  of  Antioch  from  his  see,  in  order  to  make  room 
for  Eusoitts,  one  of  the  chief  pillars  of  the  Arian  eause. 
From  the  hands  of  this  man  he  received  baptism,  and 
died ;  but  not  washed  from  his  old  tins.  During  the 
reign  of  this  monarch,  died  the  famops  historian.  Base** 
hius  of  Cmsarea,  whose  character  has  already  passed  in 
review.  It  is  evidtut  that  he  possessed  more  leamisf 
than  religion,  and  as  he  lived,  so  he  died,  m  tho  midst 
^f  courtly  splendour  and  worldly  repute. 
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CHAPTER  Vn- 

JVLXAV)  GALLED  THE  ApOSTATE. 

The  reign  of  this  prince,  whieh  lasted  bat  one  year 
tid  eight  nontbt,  would  mfford  but  yery  tcanly  materi- 
all  for  ehnreh  history,  were  it  not  for  his  predilection  in 
faroor  of  the  old  superstition,  and  his  aim  [to  destroy 
Christiaiiity* 

The  circle  hi  which  Julian  had  been  brought  up  af- 
forded but  a  very  sorry  sample  of  the  Christian  religion. 
All  his  near  relations  had  been  massacred  by  the  late 
reli^ioii^  emperor,  whose  chief  favourites  and  associates 
verc  men  of  no  better  character.  Genuine  Chrisiianityi 
at  that  period,  was  far  from  the  court,  and  quite  estran- 
ged from  lordly  bishops.  Julian  had  no  opportunity  of 
seeing  it,  though  it  is  asserted,  he  was  in  early  life,  a 
public  reader  in  the  church,  and  ander  the  immediate 
eare  of  the  clergy.  On  his  accession,  he  immediately 
discovered,  that  whatever  might  have  been  his  educa* 
tioD,  or  what  his  public  profession,  he  had  been  really  a 
pagan,  both  in  principle  and  in  secret  practice,  tie  or- 
dered those  heathen  temples  which  had  been  shut,  to  be 
re-opened,  and  many  of  (ho^e  which  had  been  demolish- 
ed, to  be  rebuilt.  He  unhinged  Christianity  from  its 
ei?il  establishment,  raised  paganism  from  its  degrada- 
tion, and  placed  both  upon  equal  toleration.  Being  him- 
self a  pagan,  that  system  had  the  influence  of  his  exam- 
ple, though  he  enforced  nothing  with  the  sword.  He 
laboured  hard  to  raise  the  dignity  of  the  eld  priesthood, 
ia  poiol  of  maraUty,  to  what  the  «pirit  of  ChrlstiaDliy 
requiras  in  Us  members.    This,  doubtless,  he  had  leara- 
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ed  from  the  New  Testament.  Julian,  seeing  the  great 
advantage  accruing  to  the  gospel  system  from  the  miU' 
istry  of  the  wordy  attempted  noroething  of  the  same  kind 
in  order  to  establish  aud  propagate  paganism;  bnt  the 
project  failed,  ThefooUshne$i>  of  preaching  hM  aceom- 
plished  great  things,  when  the  gospel  of  the  Son  of  God 
has  been  the  .subject :  hut  preaching  any  thing  else  will 
1)0  foolishness  indeed ;  this  has  been  exemplified  in  the 
poor  attempts  of  some  clerical  moralists;  theypi^eaeh 
morality,  and  under  their  preaching,  the  people  increase 
in  all  vice.  He  attacked  Christianity,  with  the  keen 
•hafts  of  ridicule.  The  Saviour  he  always  distinguished 
by  the  epithet  of  the  Galileariy  and  Christians,  he  called 
after  the  name  of  their  Master,  His  subtilty,  at  the 
adversary  of  real  Christianity,  appeared  in  the  eneonr- 
agement  he  would  sometimes  give  to  the  heterodox,  ra» 
ther  than  to  the  primitive  church.  He  gave  the  Jews 
his  countenance,  and  patronized  their  attempt  to  rebuild 
their  temple  at  Jerusalem.*  Various  were  the  arts,  and 
jeep  the  subtilties,  he  employed  to  subvert  the  grand 
scheme  of  Christianity  ;  but  be  it  remembered  to  his  hon- 
our, these  attempts  were  without  blood.  Nor  is  that  all ; 
for  while  he  refrained  from  shedding  the  blood  of 
Christians  hiinself,  he  prevented  those  bearing  that  vcb-' 
«rable  name  from  shedding  the  blood  of  one  another. 

Had  the  state  of  religion  been  what  it  was  some  few 
ages  back,  much  under  the  reign  of  such  a  man  as  Julian, 
might  have  been  done.     Christianity  was  left  to  use  its 

•  Tbe  Jews  were  not  able  to  proceed  in  tbeir  woA,  being  in- 
^flfropted,  and  at  length  completely  stopped,  by  wonderful  enip- 
itions  and  convnlsiont  in  the  earth;  which  events  had  the  ap- 
pearance of  tbe  finger  of  that  God|  under  whose  corse  they  seem- 
ed detenmned  to  perpetuate  an  existence  enployed  m  jreMUoat 
«aid  nadBed  with  onbeiief. 
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two  natife  energies,  and  these  properly  employed,  would 
Itfe  shown  pa^niioi  on  which  side  the  truth  laid.  In* 
led  the  battle  between  these  two  combatants  had  never 
Wei  to  equal  groond  $  the  establishment  of  either  de- 
ftfoysthe  equilibrium  :  but  here  they  are  both  alike  tol- 
erate<l,  and  the  contest  is  at  once  fair.  UufavourabU  at 
theitste  of  Christianity  was,  yet  the  event  showed  to 
whieb  party  tlie  truth  belonged.  Paganism  only  tolerat- 
ed, though  encouraged  by  princely  example,  can  never 
itand  before  the  weakest  efforts  of  true  godlinest. 

A  great  many  ill-natured  things  have,  doubtless,  been 
recorded  eoneeming  Julian.  He  is  branded  by  ecclesi- 
tftica  u  the  Apostate.  He  is  charged  with  somei  vio- 
lent measures  against  Christianity.  But  upon  the 
vbolf,he  appears,  notwithstanding  all  his  hatred  to  the 
GaiiUan^  to  have  preserved  a  morality,  and  an  even 
band,  far  superior  to  his  predecessors,  concerning  whom 
so  oiany  better  things  have  been  spoken.  The  churchy 
onder  Julian,  was  thrown  into  a  state  of  stagnation,  and 
«o  it  eontiuned  through  his  short  reign.  Some  of  the 
exiled  bishops,  among  ^hom  was  Atbanasius,  returned 
to  their  flocks  ;  but  nothing  was  accomplished  during 
this  period  wortiiy  of  our  enlargement.  The  deaVb  of 
this  prince  was  occasioned  by  a  wound  he  received  from 
a  soldier^s  lance,  while  engaged  in  a  war  against  tba 
Persians. 
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Rb-bstablisrmbnt  of  Chbistiamitt  undbr  Jotiav. 

At  the  age  of  Ihirtj-tbree,  this  prinee  tneceeded  Ju- 
lian. Hit  reign  commenced  a.  d.  868,  and  closed  with 
bis  life,  in  the  space  of  seven  months.  His  predecessor 
had  left  the  affairs  of  the  empire  in  a  critical  state, 
owing  to  the  disastrous  war  in  which  he  had  engaged 
with  the  Persians.  Jovian  appears  not  to  have  been  the 
man  to  forward  so  great  a  political  enterprise.  Histo- 
rians condemn  him  as  a  weak  and  unworthy  monarch  : 
jei  in  a  religious  point  of  view,  he  ranks  verj  high. 
His  genuine  piety  is  allowed  by  all ;  some  of  the  best 
proofs  of  which,  we  have  in  the  prudent  and  gentlt 
measures  he  adopted  to  counteract  those  evils  which  had 
begun  strongly  to  operate,  through  the  infidelity  of  the 
former  emperor.  He  proceeded  to  re-establish  Chrii- 
tianily,  but  continued  to  tolerate  the  pagans,  leaving  ev- 
cry  man  to  the  dictates  of  his  own  conscience. 

Athanasius  had,  during  the  former  reign,  just  visited 
his  people,  and  returned  again  to  his  retreat.  As  #oun 
as  he  heard  of  the  death  of  Julian,  he  appeared  again 
at  Alexandria,  in  which  see  he  was  immediately  con- 
firmed  by  the  emperor,  who  conferred  wUh  him  on  the 
subject  of  the  Nicene  faith,  to  which  frhis  prince  mani- 
fested  a  strong  attachment.  Under  the  auspices  of  Jo- 
Tian,  the  Alexandrian  bishop  enjoyed  an  interval  of 
peace,  which  he  improved  in  directing  the  afairs  of  his 
church,  and  in  defending  Jiioiself  from  the  eruei  and 
w«ked  charges  broaght  agaiast  him  kj  hii  adrenariti. 
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l8  Jo? Uoy  the  Aiiana  were  disappoiRted  $  lie  was  ne 
friead  ef  their  party,  nor  w4t  he  their  perneiitor.  Htkr* 
iag  jif t  raiMfd .  the  h^pee  ef  the  ehureh,  €bd  saw  fit  tt 
likehun,  wUeh  he  did  very  suddenly,  to  the  gteat  grief 
if  nany  who  were  left  to  lameat  his  loss. 


CHAPTER  IX. 

A  PlRlOD  OF    THIRTY  TxARS. 

Vkkm  md  VtdeTftinim^  Bratian  and  Tfieodonus  ;  Deaift 
of  JHhanasiuSj  Uniformity  e$Uihli$hed. 

Oil  the  death  efJoviaB.  Valentiniao  and  Yalsns  sae- 
seeded  in  the  goverament ;  the  former  ruled  in  the  West, 
the  latter  in  th^  East.  ValeBtiaian  was  repated  orthe* 
lex,  and  MIowed  the  steps  ef  his  predeeessor.  Valens 
was  a  nan  of  weak  eapaeity,  hut  a  stubborn  Ariao,  and 
sense^aewtly  the  friend  of  that  party. 

la  the  East,  as  might  be  expected,  the  Nieenians  suf- 
fered the  loss  of  their  ehurehes,  and  the  banishment  of 
their  Hiahops.  Athanasius  was  again  attaeked  and 
drifen  from  his  ehmreh ;  but  Valens,  after  a  little  time, 
laealied  hin  to  his  eliarge,  from  the  fearfbl  apprehen- 
sions he  entertained  of  the  people's  fury,  whom  he  was 
aware,  bad  iMire  real  regard  for  their  bishop,  than  for 
their  monareh.  And  in  seteral  instanees.  Valgus  was 
indaeed  to  nutigate  his  fury  against  the  orthodox  in  gen- 
eral for  the  same  reasons.  One  instance  of  Valens'  em- 
dty  and  bigotry  deserves  to  be  recorded,  as  a  memorial 
lo  hta  eharaeter.  A  dispute  having  taken  place  between 
the  two  parties,  on  aeeasioa  of  tbe  election  of  a  bishop. 
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Ymknt  baoiiihed  the  bishop  who  had  dared  to  oppose  the 
Arian  ehoiee.  UpoD  which,  eighty  eecleftiasties  were 
appointed  to  wait  on  the  emperory  and  to  remonstrate  on 
the  eoodiiet  he  had  adopted.  Valens,  enraged  at  their 
temeritj,  ga?e  orders  to  the  prefect  to  pat  them  to  death 
•eeretly.  The  prefect,  pretending  to  a  little  more  len« 
ity  than  hit  master,  insinuated  to  them  that  he  would  on* 
\j  banish  them,  and  not  be  the  means  of  their  death. 
Accordingly,  they  were  ordered  in  a  private  manner  to 
take  ship,  to  which  they  most  cheerfully  consented.  But 
the  mariners  were  instructed  to  set  the  ship  on  fire,  aa 
•con  as  they  were  out  at  sea.  This  cruel  order  the  ma- 
riners executed,  and  themselves  escaped  in  the  boat.  Bat 
this  act,  though  so  cunningly  contrived,  and  so  cautions* 
ly  executed,  was  brought  to  light ;  for,  by  the  interven- 
tion of  Providence,  the  burning  vessel  was  by  a  strong 
wind  driven  on  the  coast  of  Bithynia,  where  she  waa 
tonsumed  in  the  sight  of  many  witnesses. 

The  pastors  of  Edessa  bad,  by  some  means,  attracted 
the  notice,  and,  it  seems,  awakened  the  wrath  of  Yalens  ; 
for  he  banished  many  of  them  into  the  remoter  parts  of 
^5JP^'  Bu^  ^^  VA«  ^>th  his  faithful  witnesses  in 
their  exile,  and  made  them  instrumental  in  the  conver- 
sion of  many  of  the  poor  perishing  pagans. 

After  a  long  life  of  labour,  and  numerous  sufferings, 
died  Aihanasius,  in  the  year  878.  The  character  of 
this  great  man  stands  hi^h  in  point  of  purity  ;  his  aseal 
for  orthodoxy  was  sometimes  unworthy  his  profession, 
and  the  supenttition  of  the  times  considerably  influen- 
ced his  mind  in  favour  of  monnstieism,  and  other  volun- 
tary humiliHtions.  On  the  death  of  this  venerable  pre- 
late, his  church  elected  Peter,  an  a^»ed  man  whom  their 
old  pastor  had  rerommended.  To  this  appointment  the 
emperor  objected,  and  by  the  force  of  civil  authority 
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9tUr  wu  set  aside,  mnd  Lucius,  an  Ariaii,  imposed 
■poD  the  people  in  his  stead.  This  aet  of  violence  was 
etiBccted  with  more  of  the  same  eai^t ;  the  bisjiops  of 
theNieene  faith  were  banished,  and  their  people  mis- 
erably harassed. 

la  the  West,  the  orthodox  found  a  friend  in  the  em* 
perar  YaleatiniaD  ;  but  it  is  to  be  feared  that  his  smiles 
added  ?ery  liitle  to  the  prosperity  of  Tital  ^dliness.  At 
first,  ke  tolerated  the  heathens,  but  after  a  while  he 
pat  down  their  temples,  and  seized  on  their  rerenoes; 
thouf^  it  does  not  appear  that  he  proceeded  so  far  as 
to  shed  the  biciod  of  the  priests,  or  to  lav  hands  on  their 
persoas.  His  principal  object  seems  to  have  been  to 
tbo/ish  their  rites,  while  he  left  them  to  enjo^  their 
•WD  moraliiy  and  to  propa^te  their  own  philosophy. 
Valeotioian  died  in  the  year  375,  and  his  brother  Va- 
leas  three  years  aAer  perit^hed  in  battle. 

GuATiAN,  the  eldest  son  of  Yalentinian,  succeeded  in 
mpire ;  his  department,  the  same  as  his  father's,  was 
that  of  the  West.  This  prince  is  hiji^hly  spoken  of  bj 
Ibeecelesiastiesof  his  day  ;  and,  perhaps,  verj  descry- 
eJly :  there  are,  undoubtedly,  some  very  clear  marks  of 
his  piety  and  wisdom.  But  bis  colleague,  Theodosius, 
emperor  of  the  West,  appears  to  have  been  the  most 
xcaloBS  for  the  establishment  and  honour  of  the  church. 

la  the  yeatr  380,  Tlieodosius  declared  most  decidedlj 
is  favour  of  orthodoxy.  He  deposed  Arian  bishops,  and 
placed  Athauasians  in  their  stead  ;  he  called  synods  and 
eataeils  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  unipormitt 
throaghoot  the  whole  church  :  but  the  Arians,  renown- 
ed  for  their  subtilty,  always  took  care  to  avoid  the  eon- 
•e^oenees  of  subscriptions,  by  which  means  uniform  it  j 
by  Theodosius  was  little  or  no  better  established  than 
il  had  been  by  its  predecessors.    The  measurea  adopt- . 
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•d  by  this  prioce,  in  •rder  to  brkig^  abomt  hit  wiftlied^fDr 
•bject,  can  by  no  meang  be  justified.  Howe¥er,  it  it 
iaid  be  distin^iiibed  between  tke  heresy  ef  an  Arias, 
and  the  sthism  of  a  Novatian^  the  lac ter  he  tolerated, 
while  his  penalties  against  the  former  were  eruel  and 
tyraanieai.  In  all  this  we  dweorer  more  of  the  absolute 
authority  of  an  emperor,  than  4it  the  wisdoio  of  God,  of 
the  genuine  Ioto  of  truth. 

During  the  reign  of  this  prinee,  Christianity  eitended 
ber  pale  :  idolatry  was  nearly  ezttroated.  Indeed,  sueh 
is  the  poverty  of  paganism,  that  in  the  removal  of  ifs 
external  auxiliaries,  its  help  fails,  and  dissolution  matt 
be  the  eonseqaence.  This  was  truly  an  important^ 
eventful  period  ;  the  old  superstitions  of  Rome,  and 
Greece,  and  Egypt  were  at  onee  done  away,  and  atl 
their  graven  images  dashed  in  pieces* 

The  life  of  Theodosias  extends  nearly  to  the  close  of 
the  century.  As  a  prince,  he  fi(as  prosperous  in  the 
management  of  his  dominions.  He  waged  suceesafel 
war,  and  became  sole  monarch  of  the  vast  Roman  en- 
pire.  What  were  the  real  advantages  obtained  by  the 
religion  of  Jesus,  through  the  measures  of  sueh  Chris- 
tian  champions  as  Theodosius,  sipbseqneaC  ages  will 
show. 


CHAPTER  X. 

Ohurih  Minuien — State  of  L^tming'^Review  of  the 
Century. 

801CE  of  the  principal  personages  who  flourished   ia 
this  oentury  have  already  fallen  under  aur  notice  |  aach 
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M  Emebias  of  Ctttarea— Athanasius— Eusebius  of  Ni* 
comeilia,  with  some  others  of  less  ilistiDetion. 

Ambrose,  bishop  of  Milan,  was  elected  to  his  oflke^ 
A.  D.  374,  ii|  whieh  he  eontinaed  till  death,  which  took 
plaee  io  the  year  397.     The  piety  of  Ambrose  eaonoit 
be  doubted :  his  laboars  as  a  minister  of  Christ  were  in- 
defatigable, anil  his  Tiews  of  the  duties  of  the  episcopal 
office  suefa  as  do  him  g*reat  credit.     He  maintained  a 
steady  coarse  on  the  side  of  Trinitarianism,  and  upon 
the  whole  he  was  quite  as  orthodox  as  the  ag^.     A  deal 
of  superstition  is  mingled    with  all  his  best  perform* 
anees.     He  passed  high  encomiums  on  celibacy.     He 
rercred  monkery  and  relics,  and  fell  in  with  the  too  high 
notions  generally  attached   to  the  priestly  character. 
Basil,  of Csesarea,  ranks  high  as  a  writer:  his  genius 
and   eloquence   were  equalled  by  few  in  his  day.     But 
in  point  of  e?angeli(*al  knowledge  and  Christian  sim- 
plieity^  he  rises  not  a  uhit  above  the  spirit  of  the  times 
in  whieh  he  lived.     Grkgort  Nazians&en  was  the  eon- 
temporary  and  intimate  friend  of  Bazil,  and  from  all 
that  we  can  gather,  very  similar  to  him  in  character 
and  spirit*    John  Chrt80stom4  of  famous  memory,  re- 
nowned for  his  eloquence,  as  his  surname  imports.    He 
presided  as  bishop,  saccessiTcly,  in  the  churches  of  An- 
tioeh  and  Constantinople.     His  erudition  was  Tcry  ex- 
tcnslTe— his  genius  penetrating  and  fruitful— -his  elo- 
qoenee  powerful  and  enchanting.    Though  he  partook 
of  the  perseeuting  spirit,  yet  we  find  in  him  much  to  ad- 
mire,  and  much  worthy  of  imitation.     The  life  of  thin 
great  man  nins  into  the  next-eentnry ;  the  events  of  it 
nvst  form  a  part  of  the  history  of  that  period.    Ctril 
or  Jerusalsm—Ephraim  the  Strian^Hilart  ot 
PoioTiBRS-— Jbrome  THE  MONK,  added  to  the  moan- 
P 
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Bi€iiU  of  this  century,  with  tonie  others  of  yarlovs 
talenU,  laboars  and  sufferings.  The,  eonclnsioii  •( 
this  period  just  brought  to  light  the  great  A  voustive. 
His  Jife  and  labours  mast  illuaiinate  the  subseqaent 

LEABviwoy  during  this  eeatary,  appears  rather  to 
bare  iaereased.  The  auspiees  of  Constantine,  jind  of 
sQceeeding  emperors,  were  doubtless  favourable.  Some 
men  of  ^considerable  erudition  appear  in  the  above  cat- 
alogue. But  it  is  most  likely  that  the  far  greater  part 
of  Christian  ministers  were  unlearned  men.  Indeed^ 
the  rage  for  monkery  and  miracles  was  very  unfriondfy 
to  knowledge.  Learning  among  the  Christians  was 
confined  to  a  few,  and  even  among  these  it  was  under 
great  trammels,  from  the  prevailing  errors  embraced  by 
philosophers  on  the  one  hand,  and  from  the  supersti- 
tion of  ecclesiastics  on  the  other.  Scarcely  an  individual 
could  be  found  capable  of  translating  the  Hebrew  scrip- 
turts  :  several  made  the  attempt,  but  nothing  very  g^reat 
was  effected.  There  were  many  Chrtslian  schools, 
both  for  the  education  of  youth  in  general,  and  for  min* 
isterial  candidates  in  particular ;  yet  learning  was  by 
no  means  a  common  thing,  nor  could  it  be  so  in  this 
modern  age,  were  it  not  for  the  matchless  art  of  typo- 
graphy. 

The  general  state  of  church  affairs,  including  errors 
and  divisions,  having  been  already  considered  in  the  or- 
der of  events,  a  separate  chapter  on  that  head  is  super- 
seded.  Upon  a  review  of  the  eentory,  we  are  strack 
with  the  greatest  changes  both  in  chnreh  and  state 
-—changes,  which,  at  the  commencement  of  this  pe* 
nod,  could  not  have  entered  into^he  imagination  of 
man.     The  century  opened  with  a  persecution  the  moat 
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fierce  and  bloody  the  ehureh  ever  knevr.  Id  a  few  yean 
after,  Christ ianitj  h  the  religioa  of  the  court,  aod  the 
emperor  is  the  defender  of  the  faith.  Again  a  violent 
ifru^le  is  made  for  the  re-estabii«hnient  of  pagan^m  ; 
bot  the  Mazarene  triumphs,  and  his  gospel  is  the  only 
credible  profession  in  the  whole  Roman  world.  We  have 
seen  the  ehureh  distracted  vfith  heresy,  and  torn  with 
sehism;  we  have  deplored  her  worldly-mindednese 
— ber  decline  in  every  thing  spiritual,  and  we  cop* 
clode  this  period  with  apprehensions  fearful  and  per# 
plexing. 
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CHAPTER  L 

Stats  of  tbx  Chuboh  dvrikg  the  Dkcumk  or  Tax 
Empirb. 

This  eenturj  opens  with  vast  changes  in  both  the  me- 
ral  and  politieal  state  of  the  world.  The  Roman  em- 
pire was  diTided  into  two  separate  and  independeol 
parts.  Areadins  presided  at  Constantinople,  as  empe* 
ror  of  the  East.  Honorius,  sovereign  of  the  West,  those 
Ravenna^  in  preference  to  Romci  as  the  seat  of  bis  go- 
rerament. 

**  The  divided  empire  began  to  fall  in  pieces,  and  to 
be  crushed  by  its  own  weight ;  while  the  feeble  hands 
which  grasped  the  trembling  sceptre,  scarcelj  defended 
the  tottering  throne  on  which  thej  were  seated.  We 
are  now  sinking  into  Gothic  barbarism,  ecclesiastical 
vsurpatipn,  monkery  triumphant,  and  the  profession  of 
Christianity  buried  under  frauds,  follies,  ceremonies, 
and  all  kinds  of  the  most  ridiculous  and  debasing  soper- 
atitiens.  I  feel  myself  like  the  adventurous  traveller, 
entering  the  burning  soil  of  Afrie,  surrounded  with  deso- 
lation, whirlwinds,  moving  pillars  of  sand,  and  wide- 
spreading  barrenness  ;  and  stretching  his  eager  eyei 
over  the  waste,  to  catch  a  rising  tree,  or  a  verdant  spot, 
which  may  aflford  a  resting  place  for  his  weary  fett^ 
and  a  welcome  fountain  to  cool  his  parched  tongue.'^ 
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The  history  of  the  ehitreh  it  now  insepantbljr  interwo- 
TM  with  the  aehieremeiitt  of  a  Tarie^ed  raee  of  aea 
with  whoee  oational  character  and  denomination  we 
hare,  heretofore^  been  nnacqaainted :  Ooths,  Ostrogoths^ 
Vtadals,  Saevi,  Alans,  Franks,  Bnrgondians — these 
were  among  the  barbarous  tribes  that  first  attacked  the 
Romanempire,  and  tn  a  few  years  reduced  it  to  a  state  of 
degradation  and  snbjection,  dividing  the  yarions  prov- 
ioees  of  it  into  several  distinct  governments  and  kingdoms* 
These  warlike  barbarians  were,  for  the  most  part,  idol* 
aters  ;  and,  eonsequently,  the  church  of  Jesus  sofferod 
Bueb  from  their  conquests  and  depredations.  Some  of 
the  Arian  party  had  been  driven,  by  the  cruel  and  un- 
just measures  connected  with  the  Theodosian  establish- 
■ent,  into  the  north,  and  taking  shelter  among  these 
tribei,  had  succeeded  in  the  conversion  of  some  to  the 
Arian  faith.  These,  in  their  conquests,  forgot  not  to 
tvesge  their  wrongs  on  the  Nieenians.  ^^  Bishops  were 
tortured,  maimed,  banished,  or  massacred,  and  their 
eharehes  levelled  with  the  ground."  These  thing>t  at- 
tesded  the  church  in  the  West.  In  the  East,  tho  Per* 
siaas  exercised  similar  severities  ;  and  to  those  whose 
psrtion  was  only  in  the  outward  church,  the  scene  most 
have  been  truly  distressing  and  gloomy.  But  the  East- 
era  empire,  notwithstanding  its  sufferings  from  the 
sommon  enemy,  maintained  at  least  the  shadow  of  its 
pswer  for  many  ages  aAer  the  total  destruction  of  the 
WmL 

Upon  the  ruins  of  the  Western  empire  were  establish- 
^9  in  the  coarse  of  the  century,  eight  or  ten  distinct 
sovereignties,  among  which,  in  Europe,  were  the  several 
l^ingftoms  of  Italy,  France,  Spain,  and  Britain,  and  the 
Vaodals  in  Afriea.  Amidst  the  confusion  and  devsigjta- 
tisB  whioh  attended  these  conqnesU,  BriUin  seems  to 
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luLwe  had  its  share ;  bj  whkh  means  the  poor  Christian 
inhahitants  were  robbed  of  their  ehurehes,  and  driven  in- 
to the  monntainsof  Wales  and  the  retreats  of  ConwalJ. 
This  eireumstanee  aeeounts  for  the  many  moonmeots  of 
religious  antiquitj  found  even  to  this  day  in  the  prin- 
cipality of  Wales. 

Bnt  these  convulsions  destroyed  not  Christianity  |  for 
hy  these  very  means  the  gospel  became  more  widely  ex- 
tended, and  even  these  very  conquerors,  barbarous  at 
they  were,  were  prevailed  on  to  embrace  I  he  faith; 
though  it  is  to  be  feared  many  of  these  conversions  were 
but  from  one  superstition  to  another.  An  instance  of 
this  we  have  in  the  baptism  of  Clovis,  and  three  thou- 
sand of  his  subjects,  which  took  place  a.  d.  496,  in  eon- 
sequence  of  a  vow  made  by  the  nionareh,  on  condition 
that  the  Ood  of  the  Christians  would  render  him  vietOf 
rious  over  his  enemies.  Victory  was  decided  in  his  fa^- 
Your,  and  he  was  accordiogly  baptized  at  Rheims,  by 
Remigius,  bishop  of  that  city.  Miracle  is  said  to  havo 
aided  at  this  ceremony,  by  the  descent  of  a  milk-white 
dove  with  a  vial  of  heavenly  unction,  with  which  to 
anoint  the  royal  convert.  But  this  miracle  must  be  pla- 
ced to  account  of  fiction  and  imposture,  and  must  be  ad- 
ded to  the  long  catalogue  of  lying  wonders  invented  in 
the  cells  of  monks  and  circulated  by  mendicants  and 
vagabonds.  One  thing,  however,  in  relation  to  this  af- 
fair appears  probable.  The  conversion  of  Clovis  gave* 
rise  to  the  titles,  <<  Most  Christian  JCingy  and  Eldest  Son 
of  the  church*^ — titles  by  which  the  kings  of  Franca 
have  been  dbtinguished  from  the  earliest  periods  of 
their  history  to  the  present  day. 
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Zidy  Sufferings^  and  Death  of  Chrysostum^^^ugmiint 
-Affairs  in  the  lVest—Fdagiu»''^t.  Patrick. 

The  QioUe  hitherto  adopted  of  idividingour  historj  bj 
the  soeeetsive  reigns  of  the  several  emperors,  must 
heneeforth  be  abandoned.  Duriug  the  four  former  een* 
toriety  the  government  ofaprinee,  whether  friendly  or 
aDfriendlj  to  Christianitj,  contributed  greatlj  to  tha 
ilockof  incidents  by  which  the  course  of  onr  narratira 
was  continued ;  but  hereafter  we  shall  find  the  real  ehareh 
retiring  from  observation — holding  fellowship,  not  by 
rituals,  and  eanons,  and  external  service,  but  by  secret 
devotion,  by  the  spirit  of  love  and  mutual  forbearance, 
and  by  the  eommunication  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  which  is  is 
all,  and  upon  all,  them  that  believe,  and  upon  them  only. 
Hence,  the  history  of  the  church  must  be  selected  from 
the  lives,  labours,  and  sufferings  of  men,  both  in  and  out 
•f  the  ehnreh,  reputed  catholic ;  and  even  the  charac- 
ters of  Christians  themselves  must  be  divided  |  part  will 
faniish  materialr  for  our  purpose,  and  part  must  be  left 
to  eoBtributa  to  the  stories  of  monks  and  hermits,  for  the 
titertainment  of  little  children  and  old  wives. 

The  eharacter  of  John  Chrtsostom  has  been  just 
glaneed  at  in  a  former  chapter.  He  was  introduced  to 
the  see  of  Constantinople  about  two  years  before  the 
close  of  the  last  century.  In  this  ordination,  Arcadius, 
the  emperor,  heartily  concurred,  though  he  was  as  tn- 
•ipid  and  insignificant  a  prince  aa  eyer  held  the  reigna 
of  government.  Such  a  man  aa  Chrysostom  was  truly 
worthy  of  the  Metropolitan  chair  ^Ibr  ha  bo  aooner  foond  ^ 
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himself  seated  in  it  than  he  be^n  to  correct  the  many 
abases  whieh  had  erept  in,  and  had  been  indulged  bj  hU 
predecessors  ;  he  abolished  those  customs  bj  whieh  the 
purity  and  chastity  of  the  clergy  had  been  corrupted  ; 
he  forbad  tbeir  aggrandizement,  retrenched  those  expen- 
•es  by  which  they  had  indulged  themselves  in  luxury  and 
Toluptuousness,  and  applied  the  spare  money  to  the  en- 
dowment of  charitable  institutions  for  the  help  of  the 
aged,  the  infirm,  the  sick,  antf  the  poor.  Such  of  the 
clergy  as  refused  to  submit  to  his  wholesome  discipline, 
he  suspended  from  their  office,  or  cast  them  out  as  un« 
worthy.  The  widows  who  were  maintained  by  the 
ehurch,he  insisted  upon  should  be  ^<  widows  indeed  ;''  or 
urged  upon  them  to  marry,  agreeably  to  the  apostolic  in^ 
junction.  In  order  to  counteract  the  temptations  to 
whieh  the  people  were  exposed  by  the  exhibitions  of 
public  shows,  and  the  institution  of  divers  pastimes,  he 
instituted  frequent  lectures  during  the  week,  which  he 
conducted  in  person ;  and  so  indefatigable  was  he  in 
these  services,  that  multitudes  attended  and  profited  by 
his  labours.  His  zeal  was  not  confined  to  the  limits  of 
his  own  diocese,  he  extended  his  endeavours  to  the  con- 
TcrHion  of  heretics,  especially  among  those  Goths  mis- 
led by  the  Brians.  And  he  carried  forward  the  noble 
designs  of  the  church  among  the  pagans  in  barbarous 
nations. 

It  was  not  likely  that  Chrysostom,  in  such  a  city  as 
Constantinople,  should  amid  these  exertions,  escape  the 
envy  of  some,  and  the  hatred  of  others  ;  luxury  and  in- 
temperance had  too  long  been  indulged  not  to  resist 
these  acts  of  reformation.  His  zeal  soon  procured  hin 
enemies  from  among  both  parties ;  real  religion  was  at 
too  Iqfir  an  ebb  to  hail  any  thing  like  primitive  discipline. 
The  NovatiaBSy  these  strict  disciptinariaasy  brtoght 
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rerj  teyere  charges  against  hiniy  and  reprobated  both 
hi*  sermons  and  biR  eondiiot  as  leading  to  lieentionsnes s. 
Tbete  eharges  were  preferred^  beeanse  he  reeeived  to 
•ommonioo  those  who  had  manifested  si^ns  of  repent- 
ance, and  made  profession  of  amendment. 

Chrysostom  appears  to  have  been  justty  chargeil  with 
the  Tiee  of  anger,  which  too  ofkpn  betrayed  him  into  « 
precipitancy  of  conduct,  for  which  he  was  doubtless,   to 
he  blamed,  and  by  which  he  gave  his  enemies  an  advan- 
tage which  they  did  not  forget  to  improve.  Theophilus^ 
bishop  of  Alexandria,  was  his  avowed  adversary,  and 
he  being  in  favour  with  Eudoxia,  the  empress,,  (no  good 
trail  in  his  character,)  meditated  vengeance.     Accord-* 
iagly  a  synod  was  assembled,  and  Chrysostom  became 
the  victim  of  persecution.    The  good  man  foreseeing  the 
eeneeqnenee,  called  together  his  brethren  in  office,  and 
aborted  them  to  constancy  and  fidelity  in  the  discharge 
ef  their  dnty,  while  he  himself  prepared  to  meet  what- 
ever Providence  might  suffer  to  come  to  pass.     But  se 
great  was  the  affection  of  his  people  towards  him,   that 
they  were  not  to  be  thus  pacified,  and  qnietly  lose  their 
bishop.    They  protested  against  the  sentence  of  the  sy- 
nod, and  demanded  a  hearing  before  a  more  equitable 
tribunal.     And  so  determinate  were  their  proceedings, 
fliat  Chrysostom,  fearing  some  violent  and  dangerous 
eonseqoenees,  secretly  gave  himself  into  the  hands  of 
the  officer  appointed  by  imperial  warrant  to  apprehend 
him,  and  he  was  immediately  exiled  to  a  port  in  the 
Black  Sea.     This  quieted  not  the  people,  but  rather  in- 
creased their  wrath,  so  that  the  whole  city  was  thrown 
into  a  state  of  uproar  and  confusion.     Eiadoxia  herself 
was  so  alarmed,  that  she  interested  herself  with  her  hus- 
band to  obtain  the  release  of  the  bishop,  and  he  was 
accordingly  brought  again  to  his  tee.    But  this  interval 
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of  peaee  lasted  not  long.  The  miperatitlon  anil  heathen* 
i»h  excesses  of  the  empress  awakened  the  zeal  ofChrys- 
ostoin ;  in  his  diseourses  he  compared  her  to  Herodiac 
and  to  Jezebel,  for  which  he  was  again  ehastised,  and 
expelled  his  bishopric.  To  this  he  meekly  submit  ted, 
and  exhorted  Vh  people  to  bear  with  patience  what  thej 
could  not  remedy,  and  to  continue  communion  in  the 
thureh,  under  any  new  pastor  legally  elected.  Howcy* 
ier,  to  this  advice  the  people  could  not  yield,  and  there- 
fore they  refused  to  acknowledge  his  successor^  and 
withdrew  themselves,  forming  separate  assemblies  $  for 
which  they  were  severely  persecuted,  and  branded  witk 
the  name  of  Joanmfes.  Among  these  seceders,  was  an 
•pulent  lady,  named  Olympias,  who  appears  to  have  pro- 
fited by  his  ministry,  and  who  so  attached  herself  to  hit 
interest,  that  his  exile  was  in  great  measure  moderated^ 
Itnd  rendered  a  blessing  to  those  countries  whither  bo 
was  driven. 

The  respeet  which  attended  Chrysostom  in  his  cxile^ 
and  the  success  which  attended  his  ministry,  provoked 
the  hatred  of  his  old  adversaries,  so  that,  by  order  of  the  * 
emperor,  he  was  frequently  moved  from  place  to  place» 
•omttimes  exposed  to  rohberi,  at  other  times  to  famine^ 
pestilence,  war,  together  with  a  train  of  ills,  which  at 
length  produced  a  declining  state  of  health,  and  in   the 
fifty-third  year  of  his   age,  a.  d.  407,  he  expired  $  and 
•ueh  were   the  circumstnnees   attending  the  sufferings 
and  death  of  this  great  and  pious  man,  that  he  may  tru- 
ly be  ranked  with  the  noble  army  of  martyrs.     The  Jo* 
annites  continued  to  maintain  their  separate  ehureh  for 
many  years  after,  till  at  length  a  bishop  of  Constantino- 
pie,  in  conjunction  with  Theodosius  the  Second,  son  of 
Arcadias,  gave  commandroent  to  bring  the  body    of 
Chrysostom  to  the  metropolitan  tomb,  where  it  was  de- 
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posited  with  great  pomp.  Upon  this,  the  repoted  sehism 
oeAoed,  and  the  JoaaniteB  retanied  to  the  geueral 
ekureh. 

In  the  loM  of  ChryBOstoniy  though  a  eaUmitoot  event» 
the  gospel  wa9  not  left  without  witness.  About  the  be- 
gnming  of  this  eentory  rose  that  bright  and  burning 
Ught,  AuousTiNB.  Thii  great  man  was  bom  of  re- 
spectable parents,  in  Numidia,  about  the  year  854.  His 
CMTersioh  took  plaee  not  till  he  arrived  at  the  age  of 
Ikirtj.  Before  he  was  forty,  his  piety  and  zeal  so  far 
attraeted  the  notiee  of  the  eliureh  that  he  was  ordained 
Uskop  of  Hippo,  in  which  see  he  continued  to  his  death. 
Tke  life  of  this  man,  making  all  necessary  allowanee 
for  the  times,  was  a  life  of  unsullied  purity,  and  of  ae- 
tiTe  labour  ;  a  life  spent  in  exercises  worthy  the  charae* 
ter  of  a  pastor,  and  attended  with  no  small  blessedness 
to  the  church  in  Africa.  This  good  man's  zeal  for  a 
Monastic  life  declares  his  superstition;  but  he  indulged 
■one  of  those  viees  eonneeted  by  the  monks  in  general, 
with  such  a  manner  of  living  :  nor  can  it  be  imagined 
thai  be  saw  one  half  of  the  excesses  of  the  recluse  cler* 
gy;for  purity  of  principles,  and  exemplariness  of  conduct, 
strongly  mark  his  sincere  love  of  truth  and  holiness. 
The  life  and  labours  of  Augustine  are  interwoven  with 
tke  lives  and  labours  of  other  men,  and  will  be  noticed 
hereafter. 

The  state  of  the  Western  churches  at  this  period  was 
sobjeet  to  great  and  many  vicissitudes,  by  reason  of  the 
eontiBOvd  and  cruel  wars  carried  on  by  the  barbarian  he* 
Toes.  Amiil  these  convulsions,  the  general  church  strug- 
gled for  the  mastery,  and  Honorius,  the  emperor,  gave 
it  his  feeble  protection.  The  poor  Donatists  felt  his  per- 
seeuting  power  5  being  urged  by  the  orthodox,  he  ban- 
abed  a9d  destroyed  many  of  the  supporters  of  that 
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leretjy  by  whieh  Beaas  the  sjnitm  of  the  Donatbtt  ^ 
aearJy  tztirpated  ;  ta  which  alto,  and  kj  meaa*  far  Mara 
worthy,  the  writings  of  Auguttioe  contributed  in  ■• 
small  degree. 

In  this  department  of  the  ehnreh-rose  iht  famans 
heresi«reh  Pslaoivs,  Whose  doetrineS)  hereafter,  will  ha 
distinguished  bj  his  name.  This  man  was  horn  in  BH* 
tain,  and  brought  up  a  monk.  With  him  he  associated 
one  Celestins,  said  to  be  a  Scot,  but  probably  an  Irish* 
man.  Pelagins  appears  to  have  been  considerably  ad*> 
Tanccd  in  years  before  he  entered  on  his  heretical  en»- 
Lassy.  He  was  undoubtedly  a  roan  of  irreproachabh 
morals,  and  endowed  with  peculiar  strength  of  mind. 
These  things  contributed  largely  to  his  success.  Tlw 
fir9t  attempts  of  Pelagius  were  at  Rome,  from  whenea 
he  passed  into  Africa,  and  set  up  his  standard  at  Car- 
thage. 

The  leading  principles  of  this  man^s  system  went  ta 
subvert,  all  the  grand  doctrines  of  the  gospel,  and  to 
render  the  cross  of  Christ  of  none  effect.  *^  He  denied 
the  corruption  of  human  nature,  or  any  impntatit^n  of 
tin  from  the  first  man— alBrmed  that  erery  person  it 
horn  as  pure  as  Adam  was  created— 4hat  sin  is  only  tha 
imitation  of  Adam's  transgression — that  nothing  it 
necessary  to  human  perfection,  but  the  exertion  of  onr 
native  faculties— that  every  man  \i ho  does  evil,  has  it 
wholly  in  his  own  power  to  repent  and  amend— that  the 
human  will  is  as  free  to  good  as  to  evil,  and  requires  no 
supernatural  aid — that  infants  need  no  remission  of  sins 
(though  they  need  baptism,  and  ought  to  be  baptised)*— 
and  that  our  v^orksare  meritorious  of  salvation.*' 

•  FrciD  thia  part  of  the  creed  of  Pehgius  and  Celestias,  Mr. 
Miluer  infers  ^^  That  the  rite  of  baptizing  infants  was  allowed,  oa 
all  sidos,  to  kaTc  beep  of  apostolic  aud  pramitiFe  aatbority  •  ItiS 
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Oreftt  wms  the  eaation  adopted  by  Pelagiet  Id  the  first 
prepafpnion  of  kit  Miitinentt :  he  professed  great  rene* 
ratios  for  the  Ikthers,  and  pretended  to  pay  all  doe 
deferenee  to  their  soperior  wisdom  and  authority.  He 
therefore  introdneed  his  views  by  way  of  queries,  and 
thea  imionated  that  these  were  the  views  of  others,  ra- 
ther than  his  own.  By  this  sobtilty  he  stole  upon  the 
■iads  of  many,  espeeially  amoBg  the  young  and  inex- 
perieneed.  But,  notwithstanding  all  this  eantion,  the 
Sttspieions  of  the  more  inforaed  and  pious  were  awaken- 
ed, and  Celestins,  who  was  not  so  prudent  as  his  master, 
was  summoned  before  a  synod  whieh  Aurelius  bishop  of 
Carthage  assembled  for  the  purpose.  The  eonsequenee 
was,  Celestius  was  condemned  as  a  heretie,  and  all  hif 
hopes  of  rising  in  ehureh  offices  were  hereby  eut  oflT. 

The  fate  of  the  disf  iple  produced  no  small  fear  in  the 
mind  of  the  master.  Pelagius,  accordingly,  cultivated 
the  friendship  of  Augustine,  whom  he  was  aware  wai 
more  than  a  match  for  him.  The  subtHties  he  hereby 
practised  upon  the  bishop  of  Hippo,  produced,  for  4 
while,  the  desired  end,  and  Augustine  could  not  be  per- 
saaded  to  treat  him  as  an  obstinate  and  dangerous  heretie. 

impossible  (he  adds)  that  men  so  shrewd  and  learned  as  Cekstius 
and  his  master,  (Pelagius,)  would  not  have  objected  to  the  novel* 
tj  of  infant  baptism,  had  it  been  a  novelty."  To  this  mode  of 
reasoning,  the  late  Abraham  Booth  would  doubtless  object.  He 
has  taken  some  pains  in  attempting  to  prove  that  there  is  no 
evidence  of  infant^baptism,  till  the  thhrd  century,  though  some 
Baptists  admit  the  appearance  of  itso  eariy  as  the  second.  This 
lobject  has  produced  many  unguarded  expressions  on  both  sides. 
It  is  presumed,  that  he  acts  most  congenially  with  the  spirit  of 
Christ,  who  neither  withdraws  irom,  nor  excommunicates  his 
brother,  upon  principles  which  the  Master  has  not  made  essential 
to  the  everlasting  feUowihip  of  the  ssints  in  hetven.  ^*  1  beh'eve 
ia  tiM  communion  of  ioiats.*> 
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▲t  leagth,  iMie  vT  tbt  wrilingt  of  PeUgiut  falling  into  the 
bandf  of  AMgiMluie,  that  father  wa«  indaeed  to  take  ap 
hit  pen.  Being  tkof  attaeked,  he  aoaght  the  eomteianee 
if  the  patriareh  of  Jenualem,  whote  eenttnieiite  agree- 
Pl^  with  OrigeBi  he  thoaght  likelj  to  tenre  ht»  interest* 
John  of  JeruaaleBy  agreeably  to  hit  wiohet^  defended  hint 
in  the  tynody  and  obtained  hit  aeqoittal.  Thb  vindi- 
nation  ho  tent  to  Angnotine,  whieh  he  thought  the  best 
fUitwor  to  what  that  great  nuin  had  written  againtt  him. 
Thii  eontrovemj  toon  reaohed  Rome,  where;  Ptia- 
gint  praetited  the  tame  arliioet  at  ke  had  before  done 
IP  former  debatety  by  whieh  meant  he  at  ftrtt  tueeeeded 
vith  Zotimnt  the  Roman  prelate,  and  thingt  teemed  !• 
promite  a  favonraMe  itone ;  hot  Angnstine  wat  to  Im 
BO  longer  deeeiredi  nor  ^nld  he  be  kept  lilent:  bin 
vrritiogt  on  the  tnljeet  were  introdnoed  to  Zotimnt,  and 
puiittrt  took  a  turn,  by  whieh  the  dnplieity  and  errom 
ff  Pelagi«it,and  of  hit  oolleagoe  wove  laid  open,  and  tlm 
oonteqneaeo  wm,  they  were  both  eondemned,  and  their 
fentamontt  deelared  daageroot,  and  eontrary  to  lerip** 
tnro.  In  thit  dceition,  it  it  to  be  feared  that  the  power 
9f  oivil^  Mit^ily  wat  oalled  in  to  aid  the  ehnreh 
in  her  taered  and  tpiritnal  warfkre.  Sueh  wat  tke 
qpirit  of  the  timet  I  and  taeh  the  imperfeetiont  of  mea 
who  embraced  Ibe  gloriout  and  benign  religion  of 
fetutl 

fiineh  being  the  ttate  gt  Felngianitm,  all  hopes  of  ene* 
aou  nut  al  length  gifca  np  by  thookiof  partinant,  and 
Ibey  luttk  Into  nogieoC  and  obtenrity.  Bvt  the  great 
adftrtary  ^tho  tmth  had  not  given  oyer'  all  for  lot^^ 
and  therefore  he  attempted  to  introduee  the  tyttent 
iM;ain,  a  little  altered  iQ  the  ktUtf  and  abetted  by  froah 
l|»ndt. 

Abont  the  year  4Si,  John  CMtiaa^  a  amnk  of  Mar- 
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■eilles,  who  perhap*  eoneeiTing  that  the  AaguntiiiiaDS) 
and  the  Pelagians  had  both  run  inlo  extremes,  adopted 
m  mMIe  course,  whieh  system  obtained  the  name  of 
SewU'Pelmgianism,  This  scheme,  though  faTooring 
the  •thor  two  partook  more  bj  far  of  the  Pelagiani 
Ulan  af  the  Angnstinian  sentiment.  Cassian  affirmed 
thai  llie  gilts  of  difine  grace  were  not  according  to  any 
predeatinatiMi,  bat  to  all  men  alike-^that  Christ  died 
alike  for  all,  and  that  grace  was  equally  offered  to  all 
^^liaft  man  was  born  free,  equally  capable  of  resisting^ 
araf  aompiyiag  wtth  the  iniuenecs  of  grace — that  mta 
wera  aapaUa  af  Ikith  and  holiness  withoat  grace)  and 
thatx^ery  aian  coald  repent  withoat  grace)  but  that 
the  ward  of  Qod  was  necessary  to  the  perfection  of  re« 
ptatanae.  This  form  af  doctrine,  being  rather  lesa 
glara^  diaa  the  fbrmer,  was  embraced  by  many,  aad^ 
aaatiaoei  to  the  present  day  (ander  rarioas  other  names) 
ta  be  the  religioa  of  all  who  are  onacquanited  with  ih^ 
plagae  af  Ike  hearty  whose  eanseiences  are  nnenlightened^ 
aad  wka  are  too  proud  to  bow  ta  tka  sorereignty  of  Jesns 
Qkriat.  But  this  heresy,  though  new  modelled,  and 
beaded  ky  new  propagators,  was  recognised  by  that  bold 
aad  aante  adToeate  for  the  truth,  Angustine,  In  hk 
manly  attempts  to  detect  error,  and  to  establish  tka 
grand  trotke  of  the  cross,  he  was  assisted  by  Hilary  a 
pnest,  and  Prosper  a  layman.  Soma  oi  whose  writiagi 
ka^  been  preserred,  from  the  character  of  which  it  aa^ 
ke  eoaelnded  that  they  \rere  men  fearing  God,  and  men 
who  loved  the  gospel. 

The  fends  and  factions  with  which  the  church  was 
new  disgraced  and  wakened  had  not  howerer  quite  ez- 
fiagnisked  tke  missionary  spirit.  The  labours  of 
Patrick  in  Ireland  afford  a  proof  of  it. .  He  was  by 
nativity  a  Seat,  aad  on  the  death  of  Palla4ius,  bishop 
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•f  Seotland,  Celei tioe  of  Rome  ordaioed  him  to  the  ra* 
•ant  see.  At  (hii  timt  the  British  isles  were  perpe- 
tnalij  soffering"  all  the  horrors  of  war,  by  means  of 
whieh  Patriek  was  carried  eapUve  to  Ireland,  where 
remaining  some  eonsiderable  time,  he  became  aeqnaint* 
td  with  the  lan^age  and  manners  of  the  eonntry.  At 
length  Patriek  was,  either  by  his  eaptort,  or  some  others 
•fa  like  cast,  removed  into  Gaul ;  bat  he  took  the  €rot 
opportunity  of  rttnming  to  Ireland,  where  he  prose- 
•nted  measures  for  the  enlightening  of  the  natiTCs*  Bnt 
•o  barbarous  were  the  people,  and  so  nnmerons  his  dit- 
oonragements,  that  be  suspended  his  labonrt,  and  ro- 
tumed  again  to  Ghtol,  where  he  held  fre^ent  eoofbiw 
onees  with  Germanos,  who  had  eondneted  a  soeoeMlU 
Mission  in  Britain  a  little  before.  With  the  IHeadly 
oommonieatioos  of  Germanos  he  was  fired  with  a  aea* 
Ions  determination  to  renew  his  former  attempts  aosong 
the  Irish.  He  aeeordingly  returned,  and  by  perscYor- 
anee  gained  ground,  till  at  length  he  estabKolMd  a 
school,  tanght  the  use  of  letters,  and  was  the  means, 
doubtless,  of  introducing  much  good.  Hence  Patrick, 
commonly  called  St.  Patrick,  is  acknowledged  as  the 
apostle  of  Ireland.  The  foolish  stories  told  of  hin  by 
Irish  priests,  and  by  their  silly  votaries  are  very  spar- 
ingly to  be  believed;  probably  Patrick  himself ittcrer 
know  any  thing  of  the  eircumstances  to  which  tbesa  idle 
Mes  refer. 
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4lcf e  •/  the  FIsiNe  Oiwreh  in  ttu  Eati^In  the  West^ 
IkeUne  of  real  Beligion — Review  of  the  Century. 

Fbom  tile  death  of  the  enperer  Aretdiat,  to  the  end 
«f  tke  eeitarj,  the  metropolitaQ  tee  ef  Goaetantiiiople 
WM  MppKed  with  a  tueeettion  of  hiehops,  ^017  finiilar 
ta  eharaetar  to^aeh  other,  eonrtly,  Boderate,  eathoHei 
h«l  fir  iailerior  to  Chr jsoetom.  In  Persia,  Christianity 
a^ioafv  to  hare  heen  protected  and  perseented  bj  turns. 
There  wms  so  little  meekness,  and  so  maeh  zeal  Ibr  ont« 
ward  ohoonraneee  among  the  pastors  themselves«  that 
Ihejr  oftea  faroo|i^t  down  the  TongeaBeo  of  half-eonrert* 
ed  priaees,  and  stirred  np  the  wrath  of  pagan  priests, 
so  that  their  safferiags  were  proeared  bj  their  own 
foUj  and  rashness. 

The  reign  of  Thoodoslns  eommeneed  about  the  year 
40f ,  when   he  was  but  a  jonth.    He  had   a  sister, 
named  Poleherta,  two  jrears  older  than  himself,  a  jooog 
woman  of  rery  superior  mind,  and  whose  instrnetion, 
hotii  in  a  religpions  and  political  point  of  Tiew,  proved 
no  small  help  to  Theodosius,  who  was  not  onlj  joong, 
hat  from  a  natural  imbecility,  alto«^ther  unfit  for  th^ 
station  which,  by  biKh,  ho  was  appointed  to  fill.    His 
Tirtnes,  and  even  his  piety,  are  spoken  of  in  the  high- 
est terms.    He  reigned  forty-one  years,  and  his  sister 
succeeded  him  in  the  government,  allying  herself  in 
marriage  with  Mareian,  on   whom  she  conferred  the 
title  of  emperor.    To  the  end  of  this  period,  there  is 
Kttle  or  notWng  worth  recording,  of  tho  works  either 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ  IC 


1S#    .  Theodotimi  mU  Fuleherim.  Gent  9. 

ofenperor,  bisliop,  or  priettp— all,  all  is  hMteaing  U 
Ike  shades  of  night. 

Things  in  the  West  look  hnt  little  hotter.  The  eon- 
Torsions  whieh  take  plaee  eonaist,  ehieflj,  in  baptizing 
half-enlightened  and  nnsanetified  pagan  heroes,  and 
their  armies.  Among  the  ministers  of  the  ehnreh,  the 
prineipal  strogi^s  is  for  dignity,  power,  wealth,  or  to 
establish  the  ehnreh  ealied  eathoiie  in  opposition  to 
sehismaties  and  horeties.  Some  few  exeeptions  from 
this  too  general  ease,  we  find  in  the  laboars  of  Aognt* 
tine  of  Hippo,  Paulinos  of  Nola,  Germanus  in  Britain, 
and  Patrick  in  Ireland. 

During  these  troublesome  times,  the  Arian  eontro- 
Yorsy  was,  for  a  while,  maintained  with  less  animooity 
than  formerly.  To  this,  two  things  greatly  oontri- 
huted  i  the  repeated  and  suoeessful  attacks  of  the  bar* 
harians  upon  the  Roman  empire,  and  the  sharp  eonten- 
tion  in  the  ehureh,  on  the  rise  of  the  Pelagian  hencoy, 
Bot  we  shall  find  that  the  Arian  enmity  to  the  eroso 
was  not  slain,  nor  its  nature  altered. 

It  has  been  observed  above,  that  the  Arians  had 
availed  themselves  of  the  barbarian  conquests,  and  had 
oonverted  some  of  the  prinees  to  their  faith.  The  eflfeol 
of  these  conversions,  we  have  seen  in  part ;  the  ortho* 
dox  felt  the  power  of  their  vengeance,  and  it  is  really 
a  pity  that  the  orthodox  themselves  could,  when  oppor- 
tunity served,  resort  to  very  similar  measures.  The 
force  of  the  civil  arm  is  a  poor  and  sorry  criterion  of 
truth.  Whether  the  greatest  cruelties  were  practised 
by  tbe  Arians,  or  by  the  Trinitarians,  the  facts  must 
determine. 

Genseric,  king  of  the  Yandalsy  was  a  mighty  man 
among  the  enemies  of  the  Western  empire,  and  being 
himself  a  proselyte  to  th#  Arian  faith^  he  failed  not  to 
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ko  all  eoaqaeftto  senre  the  ioteresU  of  liif  religioat 
pMTtj.  GreAt  urere  the  enieltitt  praetittd  bj  him  and 
hitamj.  lo  the  year  4ao,  he^inraded  Afrioai  and 
wn^ng  ether  plaeet,  Hippo,  the  tee  and  the  residence 
ef  AugoetiBe^  fell  a  yietim  to  the  besiefj^Dg  adversary. 
Daring  this  aflietive  event,  maltitudes  of  distressed 
mnistersy  and  their  people,  erawded  round  the  eld 
bishop,  to  seek  his  eounsel  and  his  prayers.  These 
thii^  preaaed  so  heavily  upon  his  mind,  that  in  the 
third  month  of  the  siege  he  was  seized  with  a  fever, 
which  took  kim  to  his  rest  in  a  very  short  time,  beloved 
and  lamented  by  all  that  loved  the  trath.  The  whole 
of  Africa  soon  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  invader. 

ChristBiUiity,  long  before  this,  had  been  sadly  cormpt- 
ed  by  worldly-minded  clergy,  and  so  detrimental  to 
vital  gpdlincas  had  been  the  effect  of  this  spirit,  that  a 
tiara  of  affliction  and  persecution  was  loudly  called  for. 
This  aeeesaary  and  salotary  seoarge  Providence  fur- 
nishcd  in  the  triumphs  and  desolations  attending  the 
arms  of  Oenseric.     On  his  conquests  he  shot  np  or  pnll* 
id  down  ebiirches,  banished,  or  enslaved,  or  killed  the 
pastors.     The    congregations   he   doomed   to  various 
pmushnMnts:  the  richest  of  them  lost  their  goods,  and 
the  rest,  if  obstinate  in  their  attachment  to  their  pro- 
fessieo,  were  driven  into  exile,  or  miserably  tortured. 
As  in  former  cases,  so  in  this,  the  exiles  became  mission- 
aries to  the  poor  benighted  people  among  whom  they 
were  east,  and  God  blessed  their  message  to  the  conver- 
Mon  of  man^.     But  this  was  their  crime,  and,  in  conse- 
^Mace,  their  eryel  persecutor  commanded  the  more  zea- 
lous of  them  to  be  put  to  death. 

These  dreadful  excesses  were  practised  upon  the  Trini- 
lariaas  daring  the  wholo  reign  of  Genserie,  which  ter- 
witk  his  life,  a.  »•  4792.    In  kis  government  ko 
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WM  uMeetdtd  bj  hit  sob  Hmwrie*  Hit  leigA  mm* 
wmmt^i  with  a  look  iOMOwkat  faronraUe  to  tkm  tafiMw 
isgt  Chnttiaai  $  bot  thit  brooihiof  imerval  did  sot  laot 
loag»  bo  tooa  followed  the  oiaBplo  of  kit  barbaroao 
Md  bloody  fiiAhor.  At  oao  stroke,  he  baaished  to  tho 
doaort  foar  thoaeaod  atae  haadrod  aad  oeveatj-eix  poa* 
plo«  awoag  whom  were  maoy  pioas  aad  sealoai  paolaiv. 
At  aaothor  tiiae»  he  eomaiauded  a  proaiieoaoas  aiaki* 
tado  of  tbete  oflfeadert  to  be  throwa  into  a  daagtoa, 
where  tbey  were  eonfiaed  till  thej  were  eoTored  with 
ftltk.  At  length  tbey  were  removed,  aad  to  reader  thair 
removal  lets  aeeeptable,  it  was  oontrired  to  bo  on  the 
Lord's  day.  Tbey  were  eommitted  lo  an  eeoort  of 
Moors,  who  were  appoiated  to  maroh  them  iato  the  de* 
aert,  whither  thoy  were  driven,  at  the  point  of  the  swordf 
goaded  with  javelias,  pelted  with  stoaes,  and  saoh  as 
were  not  able  to  walk  were  tied  by  the  feetf  aad  dragged 
along  by  the  mereiless  soldiers.  Many  died  under  their 
oaiTerings,  and  those  that  arrived  at  tho  desert  wora 
•eareely  alive. 

In  the  year  4§a,  Hanerie  issued  orders  for  the  aeoean* 
hiing  a  eonferenee,  to  eonsist  of  both  Ariaa  and  TriiUp 
tarian  ministers.  This  proved  bat  a  trap,  aad  aaia- 
eluded  ia  the  degradation  and  death  of  many  who  ha4 
eoorage  enough  to  attend  the  moek  synod.  Whippings 
hanging,  burning,  banishing,  and  easlayiag  the  poor 
Christians,  were  the  great  delights  of  this  barbaroaa 
prinee.  Among  the  sofferers  were  many  ^  Women,  wlia 
out  of  weakness  were  made  strong,  and  through  ftiitk 
aeeepted  not  delivcraaee,  that  they  might  obtain  a  bat- 
ter resorreetion.^'  Among  other  enieltios  oxereised  bjr 
this  monareh,  ho  eommanded  the  tongues  of  eertaiA 
l^ishops  to  be  eat  oat,  and  their  right  haads  to  ba  eat 
«ff|  thie  •aateaea  waa  eioouled  ia  tha  pablia  auirkei- 
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ptMe.  Aid  what  is  verj  remarkable,  it  19  asserted, 
DpoB  aaCboritj,  for  whieh  I  dare  not  roaeh,  that  after 
tke  fsfs  of  their  tongoes,  thej  spoke  as  plain  as  befbre, 
aad  bore  testimony  to  the  Trinitarian  faith.  Bot  wa 
lay  DO  stress  upon  this;  there  is  another  thing  mora 
worthy  of  remark,  and  in  whieh  wedi8eoirer,more  plainly 
the  Diriae  Hand.  Hnnerie,  by  eraelties,  seemed  to  copy 
after  Oalerios,  tke  imperial  perseentorof  the  last  een- 
tirj^  aad  God  marked  his  death  with  the  same  tokens 
sf  hii  Teageanee.  He  was,  after  a  reign  of  seven  years, 
mitten  with  a  disease  in  the  intestines,  wluah  aontinned 
^  his  Titals  were  devoured  by  worms,  A  signal  marie 
rfDitine  Jostiee  ! 

Prom  this  period  to  the  elose  of  tke  eentury,  the  spirit 
ef  perscentioB  rather  deelined,  and  the  faithfnl  wera 
caaUed  to  proseente  their  labours  in  the  ehareh  ;  bat 
as  saperstitioB  had  so  rooeh  obtained,  vital  godltneaa 
was  a  rare  thing.  A  ftw  charaetera  exerted  theai- 
telves  In  tlie  eommoa  eaose ;  hot  the  greater  part  fit 
men  in  aflke  were  destitnte  oi  the  grand  qaalifieations. 
BeKgion  is  rather  to  be  soaght  among  individuals 
ia  private  lihf  than  to  be  Ibnnd  in  large  and  popnlona 
iaogregatiaiifl,  espeeially  among  those  eongregatians  at 
the  head  of  whieh  appear  metropQlitans,  arehbishops, 
mi  dignitarief  • 

Upon  a  review  of  the  eentury,  we  are  struek  with 
nsl  revolntions  in  the  Roman  raipire,  and  the  most  sad 
ddbeliatt  in  the  ehwreh.  The  very  beat  of  men  in  their 
day,  sneli  as  Chryaestam,  Augustine,  and  some  others, 
though  their  Ihith,  upon  the  whole,  was  sound  and  serip* 
taral,  yet  their  holy  duties  were  attended  with  so 
mth  Buperstitiott,  that  their  eharae tera  must  be  given 
with  great  abatements.  Their  high  views  of  the  epia- 
iipal  aad  prieatly  aiBeo^  atrongly  mark  the  eoming  in  of 
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tfM  beMt)  and  tlie  scarlet  whore.  Rome  does  not  yet 
appear  to  have  atmimed  infallibility,  but  ehe  it  takiag 
rapid  etridee  towards  saprenaey ;  and  the  principal 
struggle  in  the  chnreh  is  who  shall  be  greatest.*  This 
•entarj  coneUdes  with  the  overthrow  of  idolatry,  and 
with  the  general  spread  of  tjM  Christian  name. 

*  Among  these  oontenden  for  power,  Leo,  tummined  theg^rettt^ 
stands  forward.  He,  by  intrigue,  and  by  violence,  and  by  every 
thing  but  the  armour  of  righteousness,  contributed  in  no  small 
measure  to  the  aggrandiiement  of  the  Roman  see.  B«ng  sat^ 
naaied  H^  gnat,  great  things  have  been  said  about  bia ;  b«t  we 
dboever  nothing  in  him,  nor  dene  by  him,  worthy  to  eniiUe  him 
to  a  place  in  this  history ;  therefore  he  must  be  content  to  ^nnd 
in  the  margin,  in  order  to  make  room  for  men  that  will  donbtism 
take  the  right-hand  of  him  another  day. 
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CHAPTER  I. 

CoRstttuHon  of  the  Hier(n'chy'''-'MQnkerif'^Clerieal  Or* 
den — Superstiiian — nBntichrist^Siate  of  Learning. 

Tarn  liitUry  of  the  oomiiml  eboreh  is  bow  beeome  so 
MABected  with  eireooistanees  altogether  irrelati?e  to 
tW  progress  and  tstablishment  of  real  Christianity,  that 
to  paravt  it  would  be  to  adopt  a  plan  not  congenial  with 
the  denigo  of  this  work.  But  as  some  few  monumentt 
of  the  pure  religion  of  Jesus  are  found  even  amidst  the 
imagery  of  Babylon,  a  brief  outline  of  the  corrupt  sys- 
teoi  nust,  for  the  sake  of  connexion  and  order,  be  eoiH 
tinned. 

Tke  ttate  of  the  empire  was  far  from  being  settled. 
Those  warriors  who  had  destroyed  the  Western  govem- 
nent,  and  seized  upon  the  territory,  had  not  agreed 
about  the  division  of  it.  I'hese  things  were  the  perpe* 
toal  occasions  of  war ;  but  the  influence  of  the  clergy 
oTer  the  great  body  of  the  people  was  a  circumstance 
not  unobserved  by  these  conquering  princes,  nor  did  they 
forget  to  UTail  themselTCS  of  it.  They  were  bent  upon 
the  establishment  of  their  scTcral  interests,  and  to 
them  it  mattered  little  what  were  the  means,  so  that 
they  obtained  the  end.  To  embrace  Christianity  was 
to  faaiiitate  their  operations ;  and  Christianity  was  now 
so  oormpted  and  assimilated  to  heathenism,  that  they 
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were  the  lets  likely  to  object.  Heoee  tho  current  roli- 
gioii  of  the  day,  and  the  spirit  of  the  contending  prineef, 
mutually  tenred  each  other.  This  in  no  small  degree 
•ontributed  to  establish  and  raise  that  mysterious  mad 
absurd  hierarchy,  which  at  length  grew  to  such  a 
height,  that  all  the  kings  of  the  earth  were  laid  pros- 
Irate  before  it. 

From  the  very  beginning  of  the  Christian  church,  ctmi 
in  the  days  of  Christ  and  his  apostles,  the  reader  can- 
not but  have  remarked  the  prevailing  disposition  of 
man  to  corrupt  and  carnalize  that  which  the  Divine 
Saviour  revealed  pure  and  spiritual.  James  and  John 
were  struggling  for  the  right  hand,  and  for  the  left,  in 
their  Master's  kingdom.  PanI  clearly  points  out  the 
coming  in  of  antichrist,  ^  with  all  power,  and  signs, 
and  lying. wonders."  He  saw,  *^  the  mystery  of  M- 
quity  working"  in  his  day ;  but  two  things  then  con- 
spired to  let  its  progress :  the  apostolic  authority  amd 
inspiration  wUhin^  and  the  Roman  povotr  without.  '\  he 
first  of  these  impediments  expired  doubtless  with  the 
first  century,  but  the  force  of  imperial  pagan  perseeu- 
tion  continued  to  maintain  a  restraint  till  the  reign  of 
Constantine;  upon  the  accession  of  whom  the  choreh 
was  raised  above  her- enemies,  and  encouraged  to  as- 
sume those  marks  of  worldly  pride  and  power  here- 
after denominated,  and  that  justly,  <'  the  beast — the 
man  of  sin — the  scarlet  whore."  Constant ine,  as  wo 
have  seen,  instituted  the  order  of  patriarchs,  and  set 
them  up  in  the  chief  cities;  but  these  had  not  long 
possessed  this  msrk  of  distinction  before  they  began 
to  quarrel  among  themselves  who  should  be  universal 
and  chief.  A  variety  of  circumstanees  had  conspired 
to  throw  the  weight  of  power  into  the  scale  of  the 
Roman  see :    this  was  seen   with  jealousy  and  envy 
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by  the  UmImp  of  ConsUotiiMple,  w1i«  thought  himsatf 
tBtitUd  to  the  same  dignity,  hit  eily  beieg  the  teet  of 
inpeml  eatherity.  Tlii»  pretension  of  the  Gonstantt^ 
■•ptiitaa  was  maintained  by  the  emperor  $  and  for  a 
while  the  spirit  of  rivalry  was  shamefully  supported  by 
fhe  two  pttriarehs.  The  bishops  of  Antioeh  and  Alexan-  < 
dria  were  both  patriarehs,  in  order^  the  same  as  Rome 
aad  Conttaetinople,  but  not  the  same  inpoirer,  and  ia- 
teeaee;  tberefore  they  fell  a  prey  to  the  rival  sees. 

The  patriarehs,  thus  eftablitihed*  reserved  to  them- 
selves  the  right  of  eonseerating  the  bisho|>s  ef  their 
severti  departments,  and  ee  they  had  the  power  of 
nMddog  only  sneh  instruments  as  were  itted  to  their 
ise.  They  called  eouneils  and  presided  in  them ;  they 
reseived  the  eemplaints  and  appeals  of  the  inftrier 
elergy,  and  exereited  the  supreme  dominion  in  the 
ehireh.  The  bishops  being  thus  oppressed  by  their 
svperiofs,  followed  the  example,  and  beeame  the  op* 
pressors  of  these  under  them,  till  at  length  the  people 
were  robbed  ef  all  their  privileges,  and  obliged  to  sub- 
mit to  the  appointment  of  such  ministers  over  them  as 
their  lords  spiritual  thought  fit  to  send— this  was  the 
state  of  things  during  the  sixth  eentury.  About  the 
yetr  4es,  dreadful  eenlbsion  took  plaee  in  the  Reman 
see.  dymmaehuB  and  Laureotius  were  both  ^eeted  by 
their  several  parties  to  fill  the  vaeant  ehair ;  the  dis« 
pute  on  this  oeeasten  ran  to  sueh  a  length,  that  massa* 
efts,  aesaseination,  and  all  the  horrors  of  eivil  war  em- 
sued.  Cotineil  upon  eouneil  was  assembled,  till  the 
emperor  Theedorie  adjudged  the  tiara  to  Bymmaehus, 
a  man  whose  eharaeter  appean,  after  all,  to  have  been 
stained  with  the  grossest  viees. 
In  order  to  support  the  eormpt  ehureh,  the  spiritual 
I  gare  their  eeuatenaaee  to  the  inereasing  orders 
R 
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of  monkery.     MonLeim  ioforms  ui,  that  the  monastie 
life  at  this  perioil  was  in  tueh  high  repute,  that  their 
aeeeMion  of  nnmbert  wa«  tueh,  that  whole  armies  ni^t 
hare  heen  raised  among  them  without  any  sensible  dimi* 
Bution  of  that  enormous  body.     The  monasteries  were 
filled  with  persons  of  all  classes  and  characters,  boU& 
nale  and  female.    Here  too  many  led  a  life  of  idle«- 
Bess  and  of  yiee,   and    the  very    best  of  them    did 
but  employ  themscWes  in  teaching  the  puerile  theology 
of  the  fathers,  or  in  keeping  from  complete  oblivion  the 
small  remains  of  learning  and  science.     Among  these, 
rose  to  considerable  eminence  the  order  of  Benedictines, 
founded  by  Benedict  about  0S9.     The  professed  objeet 
of  this  holy  man  in  the  institution  of  his  order,  was  to 
set  op  and  promote  a  purer  discipline  in  the  monastie 
life :  but  whether  the  founder  of  this  spiritual  house 
were  purer  in  his  principles,  and  stricter  in  his  rules, 
than  his  hare-footed,  and,  we    may  add,  bare-faeed, 
brethren,  we  cannot  now  pretend  to  assert;   but  one 
thing  is  certain,  that  the  monks  of  the  Benedictine  or* 
der  have  given  full  proof  that  their  attachment  to  the 
idolatry  of  papal  Rome  has  been  outdone  by  none,  be 
their  order  whatever  it  may. 

Amidst  this  vast  increase  of  spiritual  characters,  it  is 
difficult  to  say  where  the  clerical  orders  end,  for  in  ad* 
dition  to  ordinary  officers,  such  as  bishops,  priests,  dea- 
cons, &c.  we  find  among  the  monks  a  host  of  men  bear- 
ing the  sacred  character,  and  set  apart  to  holy  duties 
without  congregation,  without  cure,  without  any  charge  • 
whatever,  eicept  it  were  to  awe  the  people  into  a  so- 
preme  regard  to  the  holy  see,  and  to  persuade  them  to 
contribute  liberally  to  the  coflTcrs  of  the  church. 

The  great  increase  of  superstition,  as  might  natu- 
rally be  ezpssted,  was  tb»  grand  result  of  snsh  esUblith- 
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menu.  The  publie  worship  of  God  was  as  yet  eondaet- 
ed  in  tbs  native  language  of  (he  seTeral  eonntries,  but 
theiiCanies  and  rites  were  numerous,  pooipons,  and  eren 
ridienloas.  The  elergj,  instead  of  preaching  the  pure 
word  of  Gody  were  associated,  manj  of  them,  in  every- 
place of  worship,  where  they  sung  hymns,  and  repeated 
prayers,  only  to  be  gazed  at,  and  admired  by  the  poor 
ignorant  and  devoted  people.  Gregory  the  Great,  of 
Rome,  a  man  of  surprising  genius  in  the  invention  of 
ilMleries,  prescribed  a  new  mode  of  administering  the 
Lord's  Supper.  This  superstitious  invention  after* 
wards  bore  the  name  of  the  canon  of  the  mass.  Under 
the  aaspiees  of  this  same  bishop,  the  relic  trade  flou* 
rished  amazingly.  By  him  many  miracles  were  wrought^ 
and  many  saints,  who  never  existed,  were  canonized. 
Temple  after  temple  was  built,  and  innumerable  festi* 
▼als  instituted,  so  that  the  poor  pagans  had  lost  nothing 
of  their  old  religion  except  the  names  of  their  gods  and 
heroes ;  for  instead  of  the  feast  of  the  god  Janus,  they 
had  the  feast  of  the  circumcision ;  instead  of  the  feast 
of  Pan,*  they  had  the  feast  of  the  purification  of  the 
blessed  virgin.  So  easy  would  it  be  to  accommodate 
the  rites  of  the  Roman  church  to  the  rites  of  the  Ro- 
man  pantheon. 

The  features  of  Papal  antichrist  now  begin  boldly 
to  appear;  the  Roman  pontiff  has  been  acknow- 
ledged jtu/^fe  in  the  place  of  Ood^  or  the  vicegerent  of 
fkt  Most  High.  The  keys  of  heaven  and  hell  he  haa 
fastened  to  his  girdle,  and  purgatory  is  the  prison-honsOy 
where  he  confines  disobedient  souls,  till  money  anongh 
if  paid  down  for  their  release.    The  forgiveness   of 

^  Pan  in  heathen  mythology,  was  the  god  of  shepherds ;  and   . 
Jtnui,  of  mtW'hora  infants. 
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•iM  matt  •onaeei  with  eonfettion  naiie  to  the  priest 9^ 
awl  money  matt  be  paid  for  the  intereetsion  of  the  de» 
parted  taintt.  Marj  ii  the  mother  of  God,  and  the 
^een  of  heareoi  and  the  pope  is  the  onlj  divine  arbiter 
apon  earth. 

The  desolations  attending  the  eenqaesfs  of  the  bar> 
harians  had  nearly  destroyed  all  the  efforts  of  the  learn* 
ed  philosophers.  What  little  remained  was  preserred 
ehiefly  by  the  monks,  and  to  them  are  we  greatly  in* 
debted  for  many  manuseripts  of  aneient  genius  and 
learning  I  of  whieh,  by  the  by,  many  of  the  moidu 
themselves,  thoa^h  the  preservers  of  these  monnraentS| 
were  very  far  ft*om  being  eapable  of  giving  faithfal 
translations,  or  even  eorreet  eepies  of  them. 


CHAPTER  n. 

•MisceUan^otis  J^ain^The  British   ChuTBh^Oanten" 
iions^^Retrospect. 

BuoR  is  the  degenerate  and  depraved  state  of  the 
ehnreh  in  this  eentnry,  that  the  traees  of  trae  religion 
are  the  most  difficult  to  find  out.  Doubtless  there  were 
men  of  piety,  who,  disgusted  with  the  scenes  and  prae* 
Uees  of  publie  life,  retired  into  eaves  and  cloisters  $ 
Imt  their  light  is  under  a  bushel,  and  the  world  derives 
DO  advantage  from  it.    Among  the  men  in  ofiice,  sueh 

*  Thii  abford  snd  truly  antichristian  practice  wai  tanctioDed 
by  Leo  in  the  foregoing  century.  A  practice  calculated  to  de- 
ceive souls,  and  raise  money.  What  an  awfnl  departure  from 
primitive  Christianity .' 
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li  Gregorj,  and  John,  and  £nnodias,  though  we  diseo- 
Tern  lome  of  their  writiDge  and  aets  a  zeal  for  ortho- 
doxj,  jet  their  eharacten,  upon  the  whole,  are  to  far 
below  the  seriptnre  standard,  that  in  apostolie  days  they 
woald  ha?o  heen  given  over  to  the  world  from  whento 
thej  eame. 

In  the  life  and  lahonrs  of  Fnlgentini,  an  African 
Uthop,  we  diteoTer  some  fair  features  of  primitive  god- 
IhMsi.  He  wae  a  diseiple  of  Augustine,  and  appears  to 
have  eloselj  adhered  to  the  doetrines  of  grace  as  taught 
hj  his  master.  He  suffered  severely  hy  Arian  perseeu- 
tion,and  consorted  with  those  who  resisted  in  the  same 
contest.  It  seems  likely  that  in  Africa,  at  this  time, 
there  was  more  of  the  spirit  of  real  truth  than  in  any 
other  part  of  the  church,  because  there  was  the  greatest 
persecntion.  Thrasamond,  the  Vandal  king,  was  a  bit- 
ter Arian  ;  hy  him  was  Fnlgentius  banished  into  Sardi- 
Bia,  along  with  upwards  of  sixty  more  bishops.  On  the 
death  of  this  persecutor,  the  godly  man  was  allowed  to 
retarn  to  his  charge,  in  which  he  continued  till  his 
death  ^  eminent  in  piety,  humility  and  charity."  He 
was  too  good  a  man,  and  too  faithful  a  pastor,  to  have 
attracted  the  esteem  of  such  a  degenerate  age. 

Among  the  diteiples  of  Augustine  in  Africa,  there  is 
great  reasoato  believe  that  real  Christianity  prevailed : 
they  had  been  taught  to  hold  the  great  truths  ^  by  the 
pastors  these  truths  were  faithfully  preached  ;  and  as 
God's  word  cannot  fall  to  the  ground,  we  maj  safely 
eoaelnde  many  believed  to  life  ererlasting.  Truth  in- 
deed, as  it  appears  in  a  new  heart,  and  a  contrite  spirit, 
is  rather  to  be  expected  among  some  of  the  excommuni- 
cated and  schismatical,  than  among  the  courtly  and 
lordly  priests,  who,  though  in  Che  main,  may  be  ortho- 
dox te  their  ereod,yei  their  hearts  being  alienated  from 
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Ike  life  of  God,  and  thm  spini  worMlyaMl  derilitb,  we 
are  ^iiilrained  to  give  tlM«  wf.  Let  «■  retfmiker  tkat 
Ike  NoTmtiaiit  were^ttiil  i«  exioteaee,  tlieiigli  not  ae- 
loMwledged  by  the  general  ehortlh  bat  tlie  aaaMS,  I 
Iroiti  of  man  J  were  writtea  in  hcaTen.  Nor  it  it  impro- 
bable that  more  simple  bat  liaeere  souls,  who  liked  aot 
tbe  pomp  and  eeremooy  of  the  eotaUished  ekareli,  maia- 
tained  the  eharaeter  of  vital  religion  amoag  those  eon- 
demned  for  hereties,  saek  as  Donatists,  Nestorians,  Ka- 
tjeheans,  and  others. 

Daring  this  eentary  the  outward  and  nominal  ehareb 
spread  on  every  side.  By  tbe  assiduity  of  bishops  and 
monks,  together  with  the  help  of  relies  and  mtraciest 
kings  were  eonvsrted  to  the  faith,  with  their  araues  and 
their  subjects ;  but  these  eonversions  eoroe  not  within 
onr  history,  unless  we  ean  discover  something  in  them 
more  than  a  mere  ehange  of  name.  Tbe  history  of  tbe 
English  church  is  thought  by  Mr.  Milner  to  aiTord  a 
considerable  exception. 

The  terrors  of  war,  during  the  last  century,  wo  have 
teen,  drove  the  Christian  Britons  to  seek  refuge  in  the 
extremities  of  the  island.  From  this  period  religion  de* 
dined  in  the  country,  and  was  fast  approaching  to  a 
complete  exit,  when  two  circumstances  connectiug,  eon- 
triboted  to  its  revival  and  establishment.  Ethelbert, 
king  of  Kent,  had  married  a  Christian  princess  of  tbe 
house  of  Clovis.  In  her  marriage  stipulation,  she  had 
secured  her  right  to  maintain  inviolate  her  religion ;  this 
event  was  a  happy  preparative  to  the  mission  which 
Gregory  was  induced  to  set  on  foot,  from  a  circumstance 
whieh  transpired  some  time  before  his  elevation  to  the 
pontificate.  Walking  in  the  marktt-place  one  day,  bo 
observed  a  number  of  youth  expoted  for  sale :  stmck  witk 
their  fine  ruddy  appcMrueei  ke  asked  Ibtir  conatry  $ 
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bewgtolddbej  were  Anolbs,  be  replied.  They  might 
wiihpnprieijf  he  called  angeU.  It  is  a  fity^  added  he, 
iksi  ike  frinee  of  darkness  should  hold  so  fair  a  prey. 
lAfiirieg  farther  inte  their  previnee,  he  wag  ioformed 
lIuU  thej  eame  from  Dfitai  (that  it  North amberland.) 
Ikiri  /  replied  he.  that  is  happy  !  they  are  snatched  from 
Gofs  wndhf  and  made  heirs  of  mercy,  Aikiag  the 
luie  of  their  king,  he  was  informed  it  wae  JElla.  Jil- 
IddU!  cried  he,  Ood^s  praises  should  he  sung  in  thai 
csmdry.  This  assoeiation  of  ideas,  however  faneifel, 
fniuei  eoRsiderable  impression  upon  the  mind  of 
Oref^trj,  and  he  offered  himself  as  a  missionary  to  Brit- 
III;  JiHt  the  Reman  chureh  at  that  time  opposieg  his 
wtikes,  he  deelined  to  insist  upon  the  experiment.  But 
iiseemsihat  Gregerj  lost  not  the  impulse,  for  soira  after 
his  conseeratioa,  he  looked  nut  some  agents  whom  he 
tkoeght  fit  te^^arry  forward  the  design. 

In  the  year  IH7,  Gregory  matured  his  plan«  and  sent 
STer  forty  menks,  with  one  at  their  head,  named  Austin, 
taaa  of  tingalar  qualifieations.  After  combating  ma- 
sj  difienlties  and  many  fears,  these  holy  men  arrtred  in 
the  deminiens  of  Ethelbert,  and  laid  before  him  the  de- 
iige  of  their  embaesy.  The  prinee  reeeived  them  eonrt- 
eseily,  aad  appointed  tliem  a  suitable  plaee  of  abode  in 
tbekle  of  Thanet.  After  a  little  time  they  were  admit- 
Ud  te  an  audienee,  and  suffered  te  open  more  folly  the 
great  object  of  their  mission.  Austin  proceeded  to  lay 
Mwe  the  king  the  principal  doetrioes  of  the  Christian 
iiiih  end  urged  him  to  embrace  that  glorious  dispen- 
MtioB,  which  revealed  a  kingdom  eternal  in  heaven. 
^  Tonr  speeeh  and  promise,*'  said  Ethelbert,  ^  are  fair, 
hit  u  they  are  novel  and  untried,  I  eaunot  yield  my  as* 
mt,  and  give  op  the  prioeiples  so  long  embraced  by  my 
iiesstoic    Yea  are  ai  liberty,  however^  te  continne 
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here  %vithout  fear  of  moletUtioo,  and  ai  joo  hare  per- 
formed to  great  a  joaroej,  entirely,  as  it  leems,  far  what 
you  believo  to  be  for  our  advantage,  1  will  that  jon  bo 
furninhed  wilh  every  neeetfary  tapply,  and  pormit  yon 
to  hold  forth  the  faith  of  yoar  religion  to  my  tahjeeta.'' 
Etheibort  aeeordingly  appointed  them  a  maation  in  tho 
royal  eity  Doroberninm,  now  ealled  Caaterbnry.  IIim 
settled,  Auttin  and  hb  eolit^agnes,  attended  with  the  aas- 
piees  of  the  queen,  proceeded  to  disoharga  the  great  duties 
of  Christian  misiionaries,  and  the  effeet  was,  that  many 
were  prevailed  on  to  renounce  idolatry,  and  to  be  bap* 
tized  into  the  faith  of  Christ.  Among  these  eonverto 
was  the  king  himself,  which  acquisition  contriboted 
gi-eatly  to  forward  the  Christian  cause.  There  is  oat 
thing  whieh  reOocts  high  honour  on  the  whole  of  this 
mission.  No  compulsion  was  used,  either  on  the  part 
of  the  priesU,  or  the  prince— all  was  left  U  the  free 
ohoiee  of  the  people.  Miracles  are  said  ta  have  been 
wrought  on  the  occasion :  this  we  must  aseribo  to  the 
spirit  of  the  times,  and  suspend  our  faith.  Gregory 
was  so  well  pleased  with  the  effect  of  this  mission  that 
he  converted  this  department  of  the  choreh  into  an 
arehbishoprie,  and  conferred  the  primacy  on  Austin. 

Things  so  far,  confer  the  highest  honour  on  Anstin  j 
hut  a  faithful  detail  of  history  will  bring  to  the  reader's 
view  two  unhappy  departures  from  the  gentleness  and 
simplicity  of  Christ.  Austin  in  order  io  bring  into  eom- 
muninn  and  uniformity  with  Canterbury  all  theehurehea 
of  Wales,  adopted  some  measures  both  haughty  and  na- 
oharitable,  which,  alas  I  only  widened  the  breach,  and 
prevented  that  friendly  intercourse  whieh  otherwise 
might  have  continued.  Austin  likewise  allowed  and 
encouraged  the  poor  half^)onverted  Angles  ta  eelehrate 
their  heathen   festivals   within   the  pminets  af  the 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ  iC 


Chap.  Ik  ConUniums.  SOI 

charehcf  m  tlie  days  set  apmrt  for  eommeiiioratiDg  tha 
nartyrftoM  of  the  saiBtt.  This  proved  m  sad  hindraneo 
to  fJ^sfpread  of  real  Christianity,  and  opened  the  flood- 
gates  of  impiety  and  profaneness.  After  soch  a  hete» 
rtgeneois  wxtore,  nve  know  not  what  to  say  of  the 
spread  ^i  the  gospeK  The  ootward  ehareh  might  ex* 
tend  its  pale,  and  the  arehbishop  and  his  monks 
be  eieeediagiy  assidnoos ;  hnt  as  for  genuine  Chris* 
tiaaity,  it  wao  too  little  understood  by  sneh  men  to 
reesif e  nineh  help  from  them.  Austin  eontinned  his  la* 
Wars  a  fiw  years  after  the  eommeneement  of  the  next 
tcataiy,  daring  whieh  time  ho  ordained  a  bishop  to  the 
•barge  of  London,  and  another  to  Roehester  ;  but  Can* 
tsrbary  preserved  the  primaey,  and  eontinues  upon  the 
ijitcm  of  the  hierarehy,  to  this  day,  the  metropolitan 
of  all  Eogland. 

The  eontroversies  of  this  century  were  about  some 
akard  trifles ;  soeh  as,  Was  the  body  of  Christ  eapabU 
of  eormplUm  f  Did  one  of  the  Trinity  suffer  f  And  . 
eteh  of  these  questions,  with  many  more  of  the  like  east, 
wu  branehed  out  into  a  thousand  ramifications,  and  af- 
Med  matter  for  dispute  among  bishops,  doctors,  and 
niiks.  Origenism  again  passed  in  review ;  Arianism 
wu  not  quite  silent,  nor  was  Pelagianism  rooted  out. 

One  of  the  chief  disputes  of  this  a^  was  occasioned  by 
Ncstsrins,  patriarch  of  Constantinople,  who  endeavour- 
ed te  introduce  a  set  of  nice  distinctions  on  the  union  of 
Ckrist's  human  and  divine  natures*  These  distinctions, 
bj  the  reputed  orthodox,  were  disapproved,  and  the  fa- 
ther of  them  banished  for  his  heresy  ;  he  finished  his 
days  in  exile,  a.  d.  489  ;  but  his  opinions  were  suilieient- 
iy  anderstood  by  some  to  induce  them  to  profess  the 
isae  faith.  The  Nestorians  as  a  sect,  tfot  only  main* 
ttiaed  their  ground,  but  propagated,  especially  in  the 
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East,  where  their  ehurehes  remain  to  the  present  day. 
Kotwithstandiug  the  suffrage  of  a  eatholie  eonaeil 
might  east  out  Nestorins  and  his  followers,  we  are  not  to 
out  them  all  off  from  the  true  ehureh,  for  they  opposed 
error,  and  rendered  themselves  hateful  hj  refusing  to 
tall  Mary  the  mother  of  God;  a  great  sin  in  the  eye  of 
<he  orthodox. 

Upon  a  retrospect  of  the  century,  little  ean  be  gather- 
ed favourable  to  the  religion  of  Jesus  Christ.  A  proud 
and  anticbristian  hierarchy  is  set  up — the  pale  of  which 
is  extended  to  Britain :  the  most  corrupt  and  foolish 
rites  are  adopted,  and  the  church  is  become  a  den  of 
thieves ;  the  rigbteons  are  few  in  number,  obseure  in 
situation,  and  the  true  spiritual  church  is  left  to  deplore 
the  lots  of  primitive  manners  and  primitive  ministers. 
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CHAPTER  I. 

EsHmd  of  the  CathoHe  Church  in  England^On  the  Con- 
tinent— in  China, 

Wx  hare  seen  for  some  time  sinee,  but  etpeciallj 
dsriog  (he  loitt  century,  the  rising  expeetation  of  the 
Ronan  see.  Nothing  tort  of  universal  bishop  and  su- 
preme dominion  can  suffice ;  hence  the  outward  visible 
ehareh,  or  established  hierarchy,  may  with  propriety  be 
denomioated,  by  way  of  distinguishing  it  from  the  true 
•piritnal  body  of  Christ,  the  catholic  church.  Not  with- 
tttading,  individuals  are  to  be  found  in  the  bosom  of  this 
eerropt  ettablishmtnt,  who  are  men  fearing  God,  and 
lovers  of  Christ  The'  wrath  of  man  shall  praise  God, 
and  the  remainder  of  wrath  he  shall  restrain.  Htnce 
we  premise  one  thing  more,  that  God  can  over-rule  the 
attempts  of  the  superstitious,  and  even  restrain  them  in 
the  propagation  of  error,  while  he  makes  them  instru- 
ments of  extending  and  building  up  his  own  church.  The 
catholics  hold  the  grand  fundamentals  of  Christianity, 
thengh  sadly  debased  and  obscured  by  human  inven- 
tiens.  God  can  separate  the  precious  from  the  vile, 
bless  his  own  truth,  and  fasten  only  that  upon  the  con- 
science of  the  hearers  which  is  worthy  of  himself. 
There  are  seme  superstitious  errors  which  do  not  de- 
•trey  the  Christian  character,  nor  render  it  altogether 
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unproiUble.  Upnn  thit'groind,  we  have  ventvred  to 
bope  that  some  real  f^ood  wat  done  in  Britain  last  een* 
toryyby  the  laboars  of  Austin  and  his  eompanions.  The 
same  will  apply  in  the  ease  of  other  missions ;  an4  in- 
deed the  laboars  performed  by  the  ministers,  at  a  distance 
firom  eoarts,  and  catbedrak^  and  eonntils  are  more  like- 
1/  to  partake  of  the  Christian  spirit  than  those  perfarm* 
ed  around  the  e^air  of  the  pontificate ;  the  great  diffieni* 
ty  lies  in  forming  a  distinction  $  however,  we  had  bet- 
ter err  with  the  meek  and  the  ebaritaUe  than  with  tlm 
soTere  and  the  captions. 

Austin,  the  apotitle  of  England,  died  earlyin  this  een- 
tnry,  and  was  sneeeeded  in  bis  see  by  Laurentiua,  who 
with  similar  zeal  carried  forward  the  work  af  hit  prei^ 
decessor ;  but  the  death  of  Ethelberd  and  the  Miceesaioa 
of  Bad  bald  proved  no  small  hindrance,  and  was  likely 
to  have  brought  the  whole  enterprise  to  deUrnetion. 
Badbald  returned  to  the  old  idolatry,  and  was  eie«cd- 
ingly  vicious  in  his  disposition  $  and  but  for  the  sagaeity 
and  application  of  Laurentius,  Christianity  had  been 
driven  out  of  his  dominions.  The  stand  made  by  the 
archbishop  had  not  only  the  desired  effect  in  preserriog 
the  church,  bnt  it  is  said  to  have  produced  the  reforma- 
tion and  conversion  of  the  prince ;  after  whieh  the 
church  extended  its  pale ;  all  the  seven  Anglo  Saxoa 
kings  gave  it  their  countenance — multitudes  of  their 
nobles  and  subjects  were  baptized.  Among  these  kings 
Bdwin  of  Northumberland  stands  foremost,  bearing  fea* 
tares  somewhat  attractive.  He  heard  many  semeat, 
attended  many  conferences,  and  eoromnned  much  with 
his  own  eonseieuee,  on  the  subfi^et  of  Christianity, 
before  he  aspired  to  baptism.  Similar  were  the  men- 
cures  adopted  by  Coili,  the  high-priest,  and  similar  the 
resalt;  both  were  admitted  te  jfeltowihip  by  the  rite  of 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ  IC 


Obtp.  i.  Spread  of  ChrUtianit}f.  soft 

iMipttiiii;aod  idolatry  through  their  means  was  difcoan* 
ttuiBced,  and  Chrittianity  propagated  in  its  stead.  The 
gospel  eootimied  spreaditig  through  the  country  during 
the  renainder  of  the  eentory,  and  we  hope  a  good  por- 
tioii  of  the  savour  of  Christ  was  spread  among  the  peo- 
ple; hot  it  is  too  evident,  that  the  much  greater  share 
•f  lacesss,  tended  to  promote  the  canse  of  superstition 
iadafRsme. 

Froa  Euf  land,  passed  many  monkish  mtssionariea  to 
IhssotttMient,  and  hy  their  labours  seme  faint  glimmer- 
i^ssf  the  gospel  were  seaUered  through  Germany,  Ba* 
ta? is,  Friesland,  Uefmark.  Among  these  the  fameaa 
WiUebrsd,  an  Anglo-Saxon,  distinguished  himself,  by 
cabsrking  with  eleven  eolleagues.  Bataria  and  Fries- 
ktd  were  the  priaeipal  seenes  of  his  labours,  and  in  re- 
««rd  f<N*  his  serviees  he  obtained  Utreeht  fbraaareh- 
biihtprie.  In  these  exereites,  the  SeoCs  and  the  Irish 
vere  not  mere  speetaters ;  eonsiderabie  sueeess  is  as- 
cribed to  their  labours.  By  the  zeal  and  diligenee  of 
tbeNsstorians,  who  dwelt  in  Syria,  Persia,  and  India, 
ic«e  faint  beams  of  gospel  truthVere  emitted  through- 
•it  many  parts  of  Asia,  in  which  blessings  China  seeme 
ts  have  shared  a  part.  From  this  general  spread  of  the 
Christian  name,  it  is  evident  that  the  power  of  perseeo- 
tisn  was  broken,  and  its  fury  eoasiderably  allayed.  Well 
^  it  been  Ibr  the  best  interests  of  men,  had  the  pre- 
fcwed  ministers  of  Christ  availed  themselves  of  this 
pi^itious  season  to  have  propagated  pure  and  simple 
^th,  instead  of  founding  monasteries  and  arehbishep- 
riss.  The  way  of  Oed  is  in  the  sea,  and  his  path  in  the 
S^^t  waters^  We  have  new  to  attend  the  appearance 
iidaehievementsefeneofUiemost  extraordiaary  perr 
••••  the  worid  ever  saw. 
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<<  In  the  begumiiig  of  thb  centary  arose  the  fiuned 
Mahomkt,  a  man  endowed  with  e^ery  taleot  for  lifLiag 
himself  to  eninenee  in  this  world  :  deep  eoBtrirance,  a 
■oble  person,  ready  eloeation,  ioFineible  perseFcranee, 
and  intrepid  eonrage.  He  had  exereited  the  busineM  of 
a  BMrehant  in  Arabia,  and  by  trayelling  had  gained  a 
thorongh  knowledge  of  the  eountry  and  iu  inhabitants. 
The  Christianity  there  professed  had  been  debased  by 
■nperstltion,  and  mixed  with  heathenism.  He  eoneeived, 
therefore  and  exeented  the  vast  projeet  of  ereeting  the 
fabrie  of  a  new  religion,  of  which  he  was  ambitions  to 
be  regarded  as  the  founder  and  prophet.  Adopting  the 
leading  artieles  of  the  Christian  and  Jewish  faith,  the 
Unitif  of  the  Godheadj  and  manifesting  the  highest  re- 
Terenee  for  the  only  Jehovah,  he  marked  every  speeies 
of  polytheism  and  idolatry  with  the  deepest  abborrenee. 
He  pretended  a  divine  eommission  for  reforming  the 
p^valent  abuses  among  the  Jews  and  Christians,  and  to 
bring  them  baek  to  the  pristine  and  patriarchal  religion. 
But  knowing  those  with  whom  he  had  to  do,  and  the 
general  practice  of  polygamy  in  the  East,  and  among 
the  Arabs,  he  ingrafted  this  custom  into  his  religions  sys- 
tem, and  thus  connected  the  most  plausible  point  of  doe- 
trine  with  the  most  seductive  and  indulgent  practice.*' 

In  maturinig  this  plan,  Mahomet  spared  neither  time 
■or  pains.  Fr^m  the  period  of  his  first  asserting  hu 
divine  authority,  a.  d.  608,  to  the  season  of  his  grand 
experiment,  ^22,  fourteen  years   elapsed ;  during  this 
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term  be  prepared  the  Koran,  in  (heeomposition  of  which 
he  was  aided  bj  a  <^  renegado  ChristiaD,"  and  a  <<  vaga* 
bond  Jew,"  both  of  whom  were  fit  instrnments  in  the 
fomition  of  soeh  a  farrago  as  his  system  exhibits. 
To  give  face  to  the  diTinity  of  his  mission  much  of  this 
long  term  was  spent  in  solitade.  His  preparatory  at- 
tempts were  among  his  friends  and  associates,  whom  he 
persoaded  to  renounce  their  idolatry,  and  some  of  whom 
be  inlisted  as  his  coadjutors  ;  these  with  himself  were 
bonnd  bj  the  most  solemn  oaths  to  abide  by  certain  rule^ 
which  he  gave  them. 

Baring  this  interral  he  was,  doubtless,  watching  for 
an  opportonity  favourable  to  his  scheme.     "  Whether 
be  was   illiterate,  fanatie,  or  impostor,  certain  it  is  he 
wu  a   great   man,   and  the  success  which  crowned  his 
enterprises  is  a  proof  of  the  wisdom  wherewith  they  were 
planned,  and  the  vigour  with  which  they  were  executed. 
He  saw  the  Christians  divided,  disputing,  and  one  party 
harassing  and   persecuting  the  other;  the  schismatics 
persecoted  by  the  Greek  church,  **ready  to  revolt  against 
the  ill-asage  they  had  received,  and  to  embrace  any 
protector  who  would  shield  them  from  their  oppressors ; 
Arabia,  ignorant,  and  half  pagan,  prepared  to  turn  with 
every  wind  of  doctrine  ;  the  people  around  him  natural- 
ly torbiilent  and  warlike,  and  if  united  under  one  head, 
tare  to  form  a  tremendous  military  force.     His  friends 
and  connexions  were  considerable,  but  the  eonsciousness 
sf  his  own  native  powers  afforded  him  surer  resources. 
He  began  eovertly,  and  with  small  essays ;  success  be- 
yond his  most  sanguine  expectations  imboldened  his  eon- 
fideoee,  and  he  burst  forth  as  a  torrent  on  every  side." 
Great,  as  the  designs  of  this  man  at  first  might  hava 
been*  it  is  hardly  probable  he  intended  any  thing  mora 
Ihaa  ta  beeooie  ao  illustrious  prophet ;  but  these  designs^ 
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«•  MrpttMiiig  in  tfkttf  indoeed  htai  to  bisd  on  tba 
luirBMt,  and  to  nnforl  the  bloodj  bnnnen  <<  The  lo? • 
of  war,  and  the  Ioto  of  women,"  brought  thonsandf  to 
hit  standard,  and  presently  we  find  ail  Arabia  at  the 
fbet  of  this  prophetical  eaeerdotal  prince.  In  thii  exali- 
ed  character  he  li? ed  aboat  ten  jrcars.  At  hie  dealh, 
A.  o.  69S,  as  might  naturally  be  expected,  a  dispute 
arose  abont  succession.  Abubeker,  father-in-law  to  the 
prophet,  and  Ali,  his  son-in-law,  were  the  competitors. 
A  division  in  the  new  empire,  and  a  schism  in  th>  hie* 
rarchy,  was  the  result.  Had  not  Divine  ProTidence 
thrown  the  affairs  of  this  vast  establishment  into  conft- 
■ion,  and  turned  the  swords  of  the  rival  caliphi  against 
each  other,  it  is  hard  to  eoujeetiire  where  this  mighty 
n«urpation  would  have  stopped.  The  check  this  system 
received  at  the  death  of  its  fouqder,  though  great,  did 
not  altogether  prevent  his  successors  carrying  on  his 
wonderful  plan.  £§prpt,  Syria,  Palestioe,  and  Perrfa, 
flell  into  the  hands  of  these  conquerors.  Thus  the  East- 
ern empire  lost  its  finest  provinces,  and  the  whole 
empire  would  most  probably  have  fhllen  a  prey  but 
fsr  the  circumstance  above  noticed.  The  subjugation  ef 
these  countries  to  a  new  religion,  a  religion  so  artful- 
ly contrived,  and  so  powerfully  establishedi  cuts  off* at 
once  a  large  department  of  the  world  from  our  history.* 
Thus  Qod  suffered  the  blast  of  the  terrible  one  to 
sweep  away  at  once  what  had  taken  ages  and  genera- 
tions to  bring  together.  This  is  that  Apollyon  spoken 
of  by  John  the  Divine,t  <^  whose  heavy  hand  to  this  day 
continues  to  be  felt,  and  whose  tyranny  has  nearly  ei- 
tinguished  the  Christian  name  from  the  Pillam  of  Hcr« 

*  See  Sale's  Korsn^  and  Whitens  Bsmpton  liecture. 
t  Rev.  ix^  1,  12.  Biibop  Newtea  en  the  Prophecies. 
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esks  to  the  renotcst  Bast,  where  MahometaD  darknefs 
eorert  the  earth,  and  its  gross  darkness  the  people.  la 
the  eoantry  where  first  the  Lord  of  life  and  ghirj  drew 
Jhs  hreath,  and  all  the  seeoes  of  laboars  and  safferings 
of  the  first  apostles  were  displayed  ;  in  those  fioorishiag 
eharehes,  through  Asia  and  Oreeee,  to  whieh  most  of 
the  aneieat  epistles  are  directed,  there  at  present  the 
ahoninations  of  the  impostor  and  false  prophet  Mahom*- 
el  are  seen  standing  in  the  holy  places,  and  the  ereseent 
has  supplanted  the  cross ;  so  truly  doth  God  make  a 
frnitfal  land  barren,  for  the  iniquity  of  them  that  dwell 
therein." 

This  event  contributed  in  no  small  degree  to  prevent 
the  spread  of  Christ  ianify;  and  so  sunk  in  ignorance 
and  suptneness  was  the  nominal  church,  that  it  was  not 
likely  to  produce  a  race  of  men  who  would  venture  their 
lives  in  propagating  that,  gospel  of  whieh  they  had  such 
an  imperlbet  knowledge.  What  is  very  remarkable,  and 
farther  eonfirms  the  doleful  statement,  already  given,  of 
the  ehureh,  no  Christian  writer  was  to  be  found  able  to 
a&ter  the  lists  with  this  arch-impostor' and  blasphemer. 


CHAPTER  III. 

ConUtUions-^State   of  Religion — Origin  of  the  WaU 
denses — Review  of  the  Century. 

Whi LB  the  Saracens  were  pufthing  their  conquests  on 
every  hand,  and  reducing  the  external  circumstances  of 
t!>e  catholic  ehureh  to  the  greatest  jeopardy,  the  cede ^ 
tiasties  within  manifested  a  very  similar  spirit.  The 
hishops  of  Bome  and  Constantinople  were  struggling 
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Wrd  for  the  svprcmacj.  Coiitla«tiM|il€  kad  arroyit»4 
Ike  title  ef  mnTertal  biibep ;  thb  the  Reman  eeaeeived 
hdoDged  odIt  to  hit  tee.  Dit putet  ran  to  high,  timt  so 
■leasares  ceeld  he  hreaght  te  hear  apon  the  evil,  aad  « 
teparatiea  wat  the  iisae.  Censtantiaople  heeane  patri« 
areh  of  the  Eastern  or  €hreek  ehureh^  while  Reeie  pre* 
tided  over  the  fVestern  orLoHn  ehureh.  That  divided 
thej  ttand  to  the  preteat  day,  thengh  the  ibraicr  hae 
taftred  a  thoatand  infringenentt  hj  the  Mahometana, 
to  whteh  the  latter  hat  remained  almott  a  ttranger :  eon- 
teqnently,  Rome  hat  riten  in  tplendoar,  and  been  ena-' 
Ued  to  earry  forward  itt  ambttioot  detignt. 

At  thit  time  a  mighty  eontett  arete  on  thit  qnettion. 
Whether  in  the  two  naturee  of  Christ  there  woe  hut  one 
will,  and  one  operation.  To  tettle  the  differenee,  the 
lielp  of  tynod,  eonneil,  and  emperor  wat  ealled  in,  and 
the  ttrongett  party  gained  the  day.  For  a  while  the 
minority  teemed  ditpoted  to  remain  quiet  $  but  thia 
«alm  latted  not  long:  the  tuhjeet  wat  ill-undcrttood  bj 
thote  who  ga?e  the  deeition ;  and  Sophroniot,  bishop  vf 
Jemtalem,  pretending  to  undertland  'the  matter  betta^ 
jummoned  a  tynod,  in  which  wat  eondemned  the  optaiea 
of  the  former,  and  the  doetrine  of  the  one  will  wat  pro- 
vonneed  herety.  Thit  widened  the  breaeh,  and  tharp* 
ened  the  eontroverty*  The  emperor  ittned  an  ediet,  and 
enjoined  tilenee  on  both  tidet;  but  at  thtf  former  deeia- 
ion,  in  wbieh  the  emperor  had  been  eoneemed,  gare  it  hi 
Ikvonr  t»f  the  one  iritt,  hit  tentenee  of  tilenee  remoi^ 
«ot  the  herety.  Sopbreniut  tttrred  up  the  Roman  pon- 
tiff, aitd  another  eouneil  wat  ealled  ;  in  whieh  the  repot- 
ed  herety,  and  the  ediet  of  the  emperor  were  eootigood 
^Ter,  for  e? er  and  a  day,  to  the  deril  and  hit  ao^ta. 
^ueh  temerity  provoked  the  eonteqnenee  of  the  prineo, 
who  making  ute  of  the  imperial  ^powery  ordered  .Martaij 
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Uik«p  tf  BMM,«to  be  leised,  ud  for  his  iBMleM#  h% 
WM  kifliibad  tm  mm  itUad  ui  the  BatC,  «rfcert>  bj  tx« 
ecHKif  ill  treatneol,  ht  wat  pamlrad  a  wksle  year. 
Theatre  t«rboleat  abetters  of  thw  pratest  ware  levaraly 
baadled,  by  ba%ing  their  toaguet  eat  oot,  and  their  light 
haadi  aat  aff,  and  then  baaithed  for  life.  On  whieh 
fide  the  tmth  lay  it  diffiealt  to  say,  bat  the  spirit  of  tma 
fsdliacM  appears  to  he  almost  equally  anknowa  to  both 
parties.  These  violent  and  croel  aieasares  rooted  not 
•at  the  error,  thoDgh  the  parties  eoaneoted  afterwards 
ts  abide  by  the  emperor's  quieseent  ediet. 

Amidst  saeh  spirits  as  these,  it  is  not  likely  ws  shaH 
fiad  mveh  of  the  character  of  real  religion.  Ignorance, 
sapcrstitios,  pride,  and  violence,  form  the  leading  fea- 
tsrcs  in  the  great  liody  of  the  church.  *<  As  to  the  true 
religion,  here  is  tlie  sum  and  substance  of  it,  as  it  ii 
drawn  up  for  ns  by  Eligius,  one  of  the  principal  saints  of 
that  age  :  <  He  is  a  good  Christian  who  goes  frequently 
tochnrehp  and  makes  his  oblations  at  God's  altar }  wha 
■•?er  tastes  of  his  own  fruits  till  he  has  presented  some 
ts'Oad  ;  who  for  many  days  befbre  the  solemn  festivals 
observes  strict  chasitly,  thoet^h  he  be  married,  that  ha 
■ay  approach  the  altar  with  a  saf^  conseienee,  and  wha 
eaa  repeat  the  Creed  snd  the  Lord's  Prayer.  Redeea 
your  souls  from  punishment,  while  yon  have  it  in  your 
power ;  offer  yonr  tithes  and  free  gifts ;  contribute  to- 
wards the  luminaries  (the  waxcandUt)  m  holy^laees^ 
repair  ftreqaently  to  church,  and  humbly  implore  the 
protection  of  the  saints.  If  you  observe  these  things, 
yon  may  boldly  appear  at  God's  tribunal  in  the  day  af 
judgment,  and  say,  6ii;«,  Lardy  according  a$whavt 
gweu,^ 

The  general  made  of  pohlie  iastraetioni  if  instmetioa 
MmMj  ha  eaUed,  was  in  rahtarsing  poor  iasipid  homS* 
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VttMf  a  tpeeimen  of  whieh  wo  hare  jnit  giren.  Tbt 
bishopt  aianj  of  then  were  so  exceodingl  j  ignoraot  tluU 
the  J  eoiiM  not  compose  their  own  sermoas ;  of  coarse 
they  were  not  rery  eoasammate  judges  of  those  eoaipos- 
ed  by  others  $  therefore  they  were  obliged  to  mponr 
for  the  hour  with  the  best,  or  any  thing  they  coald  oieet 
with. 

Departed  saints  being  the  objects  of  worship,  their 
efflgies  and  images  left  behind,  or  made  a  hundred  yean 
after  their  death,  wero  deemed  sacred,  and  adored,  to* 
gether  with  pieces  of  the  material  cross,  the  links  and 
filings  of  8t.  Peter's  chain,  and  many  such  like  Ihiogfi. 
But  aniidit  such  an  awful  departure  ft*om  primitive 
Christianity,  where  are  we  to  look  for  the  true  worship- 
pers, who  worship  the  Father  in  spirit?  God  had  hit 
church«  doubtless,  and  if  the  members  of  it  are  scarcely 
to  be  found  in  the  visible  pale,  we  must  direct  onr  re* 
search  in  the  more  untrod  paths  of  the  excommooicated 
and  the  reputed  heretical.  The  Paulicians,  a  sect  re- 
puted exceedingly  erroneous,  and  dreadfully  persecuted, 
seem,  not  withstonding,  to  bear  some  strong  marks  of  gen* 
nine  piety.  The  very  things,  for  which  they  are  count* 
ed  worthy  of  death  and  of  bonds,  prove  their  innocence: 
they  refused  to  worship  the  Virgin  Mary— they  treated 
with  contempt  the  precious  wood  of  the  cross — refused 
to  observe  fentivals,  and  to  wear  pompous  garment«i— 
and  they  were  so  wicked  as  to  make  a  stand  against  tlic 
different  orders  of  the  clergy,  and  instead  of  patriarchs, 
bishops^  &«•  they  instituted  a  set  of  pastor)*,  perfectly 
equal  in  nulhority  and  office.  This  persecuted  people, 
notwithstanding  the  wrath  of  their  enemies,  were  ena* 
bled  to  maintain  their  ground.  For  the  wpact  of  a  hun- 
dred and  fifty  years,  their  ehnrehes  were  found  in  Asia 
Minor,  Wcstof  the  Baphratcs:  and  donbtloss  this  pco* 
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[de  bid  ioatinued  to  a  nuih  later  period^  bad  ihej  not 
at  le^by  after  long  and  terere  perteeutioa^  oted  eamal 
weapMf  Against  their  tnemiet,  bj  which  meant  ihej 
weft  led  to  dwindle  away. 

Ii  thif  century  f ome  faint  traces  of  that  **  peculiar 
peaple^  theVALD&NSBS  are  to  be  teen.  There  ittearce- 
ly  aaj  tbing  more  dlffieolt  in  eceletiattical  history  thaii 
to  gtTt  a  correct  statement  of  the  origin  of  this  Chrittiam 
tteittj.  It  has  been  thought  by  sone  that  they  sprang 
frta  the  Panliciant ;  their  viewt  of  doctrine  and  ditcl* 
pint  being  in  many  instances  very  similar-  The  Pan* 
lieiasf,  as  we  have  just  seen,  were  a  people  of  Asia, 
Ut  it  it  pretty  elear  that  they  spread  into  Europe,  and 
king  bunted  by  pertaention^  it  is  not  at  all  unlikely 
tbat  tbey  gare  rise  to,  or  in  a  menforo  eoatriboted  tt 
(be  fermatioa  of  the  Yaldensian  societies.  We  bi^ve 
«t  hesitation  in  affirming  that  the  origin  #f  the  VaU 
imtm  it  mqeb  more  ancient  than  the  hittory  of  Clatt« 
iiiit  of  Turin,  or  of  Peter  of  Lyons.  Reinerios  Saccho, 
a  iaqoitltor,  and  cruel  persecutor  of  this  people,  ad- 
nitt  that  the  Waldentet  iloerithed  five  hundred  yenre 
beftre  hit  time,  and  he  wrote  in  the  twelfth  century, 
Gretzer  the  Jetuit,  who  wrote  againtt  them,  and  had 
an  opportunity  of  examining  tho  subject,  fully  admits 
tbcir  great  antiquity* 

The  name  by  which  this  people  has  been  called,  is 
e?idently  derived  from  the  place  where  they  first  flou^ 
risbed.  <<  From  the  Latin  word  Yalui  came  the  Eng* 
liib  word  valley^  the  Frenr h  and  Spanith  valle^  the  Ita- 
lian valdesi^  tbe  low  Dutch  valUye^  the  Provencal  vaux^ 
vandoegj  the  eeelesiattieal  Valden8e$  and  Waldentes. 
Tbe  words  simply  ti«;nify  valliesj  the  inhabitantt  of 
Vallies,  and  no  more."  There  were  many  other  namea 
by  which  they  were  called  by^  tbeir  eaemiet,  bnt  Wal* 
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denfes  is  their  more  legitimate  and  standard  designa- 
tion, and  bj  whieh  thej  will  be  hereafter  known. 

The  eonelosion  of  this  eentarj  has  brought  us  to  the 
erening  of  a  c^orious  day.  The  sun  is  below  the  hori- 
zon,  and  the  shades  of  night  are  spreading  a  dismal 
a»peet  over  the  spiritual  hemisphere.  The  absence  of 
the  shining  orb  is  no  loss  to  men  who  love  darkness  ra* 
ther  than  light,  beeause  their  deeds  are  evil,  and  who 
are  capable  with  the  sparks  of  their  own  kindling  at 
anj  time  to  produce  just  light  enough  to  lead  them  on 
in  the  path  of  the  destroyer.  At  this  season  of  the 
ehoreh,  though  the  full  blaze  of  Divine  truth  was  with- 
drawn,  yet  some  glimmerings  were  left  to  prove  that  it 
was  not  extinct,  and  to  direct  the  eager  eye  to  that  quar- 
ter of  the  heavens  from  whence  its  return  might  be  ex- 
pected. The  morning  of  the  Reformation  is  at  hand  i 
the  Sun  of  righteousness  shall  arise,  and  though  he  first 
aseend  upon  a  sea  of  blood,  yet  he  shall  travel  in  the 
greatness  of  his  strength  till  ho  has  chased  darkness 
from  the  faee  of  the  globe,  filled  the  vast  expanse  with 
his  presenee,and  cheered,  and  animated,  and  beautified, 
the  whole  creation,  with  the  light  of  his  countenance. 
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CHAPTER  I. 

Kxiensim  of  the  Mahometan  Power-^The  Bomun  Ohtrch 
-^htage  Worship— Rome  and  ConsUtntinaple  at 
variance. 

The  Makometan  power,  thoagh  divided  bj  rival  and 
eomendiDg  ealipht,  jet  did  not  fail  to  inerease  its  ean- 
qnests,  and  to  enlarge  its  territory.  The  Eastern  em- 
pire iBffered  greatly.  Sueh  were  tbe  broils  and  eom* 
Botisiu  in  tbat  department  of  government,  that  tbe 
Swiecas  found  it  a  prey  ready  prepared  to  tbeir  hand. 
This  was  an  inereasing  calamity  to  tbe  Cbristian  name. 
The  Turks  also,  thongh  the  enemies  of  tbe  Saraeens, 
f«t  they  in  their  conquests  proved  a  dreadful  seourge  . 
*  the  empire. 

la  tbe  AVeat,  these  Isbroaelites  carried  it  with  a  high 
^.  In  the  year  714,  they  crossed  tbe  sea  from  Afri- 
!A  to  Spain,  where  they  pushed  their  conquests  so  sue- 
■esifally,  that  tbe  kingdom  of  the  Goths,  whieh  had 
tesd  about  three  hundred  years,  fell  a  rietim  to  their 
HDwess.  Sicily,  Sardinia,  Corsica,  the  maritime  coast 
f  Gaal  from  the  Pyienean  mountains  to  tlie  Rhone, 
^tker  with  part  of  Italy,  fell  into  their  possession, 
Ad  bat  for  the  vigorous  opposition  of  the  Gallic  arms, 
be  whole  of  Europe  would  most  likely  have  been  re- 
^eed  to  subjection. .  In  these  conquests,  those  beariug 
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the  Cbriatian  profeMion  were  redoeed  to  great  straiti 
and  thoufandt  abaadoned  the  faith  and  embraced  the 
religkiD  of  their  eonquerort.  In  the  loaf  of  these,  Chris* 
tiaoity  suttafaed  no  damage.  It  is  of  little  eonteqaeaee 
whether  men  acknowledge  Chriit  or  Mahomet,  if  they 
he  deititote  of  spiritualitj  •#  heart  and  life. 

Notwithstanding  the  catholic  church  suffered  hy  the 
spread  of  the  Koran,  yet  in  other  parts  success  atund- 
ed  the  labours  of  the  monkish  missionaries.  Wilkbrod, 
whose  arekiepiscopal  see  we  have  seen  was  set  ap  at 
Utreeht,  with  his  companions  and  saceessers,  enatri- 
huted  to  spread  the  Christian  name.  Winfrtd,  a  eoon- 
tryman  of  Willebrod,  and  a  man  of  a  similar  cast,  la- 
boured eiceediagly  in  extending  the  domain  of  the  Ro- 
man see.  His  ministry  was  exercised  in  PrieselaBd, 
and  various  parts  of  Germany ;  and  as  a  reward  for 
his  iadelktigable  seal,  ke  was  at  last  consecrated  hy  the 
pope,  archbishop  of  Mentx.  At  an  advanced  age  hs 
was  murdered  by  the  pagans,  after  he  had  spent  forly 
years  in  the  service  of  his  pontifical  oiaster*  Some  of 
his  labours,  we  hope,  will  go  to  account  of  the  real 
church,  but  there  was  too  much  fondness  for  KesBe^aa^ 
too  mnch  uf  the  spirit  of  that  hierarchy  to  sui^r  biai 
to  do  tnuch  real  good.  After  his  eoaseeration  to  the 
see  of  Mentz,  he  was  by  the  papal  decree  denominate^ 
Boniface* 

Such,  was  the  too  manifest  object  of  these  prepaga^ 
tors  of  Christianity,  that  the  pagans  saw  the  whole  wa4 
a  farce,  intended  only  to  bring  |hem  under  the  epiace^ 
pal  yoke,  and  thereby  to  inveigle  them  out  uf  iheil 
money  and  their  rights.  It  is  recorded  of  lUdbod  kin|| 
of  Priezeland,  that  he  said  to  one  of  the  missionaH^ 
**  I  had  rather  go  to  hell,  if  it  were  to  enjoy  the  fellow 
ship  of  my  great  ancestors,  than  to  keaTon^  to  be  > 
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elated  wiU  a  parcel  of  onpriDeipled  Cbriitians/'  Bat 
(he  poer  pt^ns  were  not  leA  to  their  own  ehoiee : 
entries,  faraaoicd  the  Great,  in  three  saeeeMive.eam* 
pt%iit,  redueed  Iheai  to  obedieace,  and  thus  bj  the 
•word,  holj  ehoreh  extended  her  pale.  The  fmits  of 
inch  eon? enionf  mast  ha?e  been  as  tha  apples  of 
Sodon. 

We  mast  not  fail  to  notice  here  a  few  eirenmstanees 
of  a  theo-politieal  nature,  bj  whieh  the  eatholis  power 
was  brought  to  that  great  height,  whieh  so  elearlj 
msrk  the  character  of  the  beast— thb  whore— tbx 

UOTHEa  or  HARLOTS,  AMD  THB  ABOMIliATIOMS  OE  THE 
BASTH. 

Clotis,  king  of  the  Franks,  whose  eonyersion  and 
baptism  we  fiaye  noticed,  was  succeeded  in  hb  power 
bj  a  nnmeroos  race  of  feeble  and  degenerate  princes, 
h  the  space  of  about  240  jears,  commencing  with  the 
ileath  of  Clevis,  and  expiring  with  the  accession  of 
Charlemagne, more  than  twenty  princes  had  swayed  the 
•eeptre  $  their  number,  in  that  period,  goes  a  great  way 
ia  proof  of  their  puerility.  Where  there  is  a  weak 
■oaarch,  some  effieer  of  state  generally  sopplies  tha  ^ 
dsfitieney  ;  and  often  in  such  eases  he  gets  the  adran* 
tage  of  his  royal  master.  Thus  it  was  in  the  Freneh 
eoort:  Pepin,  an  officer  first  in  the  eabinet,  called 
uaroR  or  the  palaob,  feeling  his  weight,  resolved 
open  usurping  the  throne  of  his  soTereign/Childerie  the 
Third.  Pepin  assembled  the  states  of  the  realm,  who, 
being  more  in  the  interest  of  the  mayor,  than  In  that  of 
the  king,  gave  their  hearty  eoneurrence,  but  advised 
that  the  matter  should  be  laid  before  the  Roman  pontiK 
Ambassadors  were  immediately  dispatehod  to  Zaebary, 
with  this  question,  ^  Whether  the  divine  law  did  not 
peraut  a  valiant  Md  warlike  people  ta  dethrone  a 
T    . 
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punillanimoas  and  indolent  monareby  and  to  fubslitate 
in  bis  place  one  more  wortb j  to  mle  ?'*  Zaeharj  at 
tbls  period  standing  in  need  of  sneh  warlike  asi istanee  as 
Pepin  bad  in  bis  power  to  commonieatey  retoniedan  aa- 
swer  in  the  affirmative.  Pepin,  tbos  eneonraged,  seized 
npon  bis  nnbappy  master,  stripped  bim  of  bis  bononrSi 
and  witbont  tbe  least  opposition  ascended  tbe  tbrone. 
This  Qsurper  owing,  in  great  measnre,  his  eleration  to 
the  see  of  Rome,  it  was  bat  a  serriee  of  gnrtitodc,  to 
grant  all  that  help  hi  return,  which  that  establishment 
might  require ;  and  it  was  not  long  before  tbat  help  was 
solicited.  In  order  to  mfeike  the  assumption  of  Pepin  as 
secare,  and  as  solemn  as  possible,  Stephen,  tbe  sue- 
eessor  of  Zaebary,  came  to  France,  and  absolred  him 
and  bis  people  from  their  oath  of  allegiance  to  Chil- 
deric,  at  (he  same  time  crowned  and  anointed  him,  with 
liis  consort  and  two  sons.  Stephen  departed  not  fill  be 
bad  urged  his  claim,  and  obtained  the  strongest  assur- 
ances of  all  tbe  aid  which  tbe  French  court  eonid  aflfbrd. 

At^tbts  time  the  papacy  bad  two  formidabie  enemies ; 

tbe  rival  patriarch  of  Constantinople,  with  the  eoDpe- 

Tor,  on  one  band,  and  the  powerful  Lombards  en  the 

other.     The  latter  of  these  had  seized  Ravenna,  and 

other  Grecian  possessions,  and  threatened  the  reduetion 

of  Rome  and  all  Italj  to  their  dominion.     St.  Peter, 

<*tremblingYy.alive''  for  the  holy  chair,  fled  immediately 

to  Pepin,  who,  like  a  true  legitimate  son  of  tbe  ehoreh, 

brought  a  powerful  army  across  tbe  Alps,  retook  Ra- 

•^enna,  and  compelled  the  Lombard  king  to  give  ap  hk 

«ltim  in  favour  of  tbe  pope.  Pepin  bad  no  sooner  with- 

«rawn  his  farce,  than  tbe  Lombard  repented  of  bis  troa- 

S^u'b    ^^^  *^«n«»  «««*  »«^  renewed  bosHlities.    This 

hisb^i^*^^^**  the  hero  of  France  to  the  assistanee  of 

^^  ft-iend,  the  event  of  whiah  was,  tbat  be  eom- 
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pelled  the  Lombard,  not  onlj  to  ful&I  his  former  engage* 
meot,  htti  to  cede  a  farther  tract  of  territory  to  the 
saered  crown.  Thut  commenced|  and  thus  was  esta- 
Uisiied,  the  temporal  dominion  of  the  papacy. 

The  death  of  Pepin  gave  new  life  to  the  Lombaril 
monarch ;  he  fled  to  arms,  and  attempted  to  recover  his 
lost  dominions  $  but  the  bishop  had  a  friend  in  Charlesj^ 
the  saccessor  of  Pepin,  and  the  heroic  legions  of  France 
were  again  brought  over  the  Alps :  they  entered  ltaly» 
carried  all  before  them,  seized  the  Lombard  king, 
levelled  his  throne  with  the  ^roundy  nod  put  a  final 
period  to  his  power  in  Italy.  This  coniiaest  was  at- 
tended with  fresh  aeeessioas  to  the  holy  see  ^  for  Charles, 
like  his  predecessor,  had  some  expectations  from  th# 
Roman  ftitker:  therefore,  to  atone  for  his  sins,  and  to 
secure  a  glorious  salvationy  gare  largely  to  the  church. 
The  claim  whieb  Charles  had  to  prefer  was  the  impe* 
rial  purple,  and  the  sovereignty  of  the  West.  Accord- 
inglj,  in  the  last  year  of  this  cenlury,  "  His  election 
was  determined — his  imperial  titles  proclaimed— and 
bioiself  solemnly  consecrated  by  the  much-ubliged  and 
ob«pquious  Roman  pontiff/' 

The  patriarch  of  Constantinople  kept  his  eye  upon 
the  rising  power  of  the  R<iman  bishop,  and  doubtless 
employed  all  his  Mits  in  devising  means  to  curb  it. 
The  reverence  paid  to  relics,  pictures,  and  the  models 
•f  the  saints,  had  long  been  a  source  of  wealth  to  the 
dignitaries  of  the  catholic  church.  Against  this  super- 
stition  the  Eastern  emperor,  and  his  bishop,  dared  to 
make  a  stand,  and  ordered  every-where  throngJiout  tlieir 
domioioiis  that  all  images  and  pictures  should  be  taken 
down,  and  removed  from  the  churches.  Rome,  incensed 
at  these  orders,  increased  her  images,  and  called  a 
eooacili  in  which  the  Constantinopolitans  were  eon- 
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demned  for  heretiei,  and  given  over  to  perdition*  Dread- 
fnl  was  the  eonfusion  in  this  dispute;  war  was  de- 
dared,  the  sword  of  the  Easterns  was  against  the  idoli, 
and  that  of  the  Westerns  in  defence  of  them.  And  soeh 
was  the  will  of  Providence  in  this  affair,  that  he  suffer- 
ed the  idolatrous  system  to  triumph.  The  Greek  em« 
perors  in  saeeession  opposed  the  worship  of  images, 
hut  in  the  conflict  they  only  lost  their  dominions  and 
their  power,  while  Rome  rose  upon  their  fall,  and  de- 
ereed,  in  the  most  imperious  and  infallible  tone,  that  it 
was  a  wosi  damiia6(e^ieresy  to  assert  that  worship  should 
he  paid  to  Qod  alone. 

The  character  of  the  holy  Boman  eatholie  chmreh 
appears  from  these  eirenmstancefl,  to  be  sufficiently  form- 
ed, to  prove  whence  she  is,  and  whither  she  and  her  fol- 
lowers most  go.  This  is  that  mystery  which  ariseOi 
out  of  the  bottomless  pUf  andgoeth  into  perdition  I 


CHAPTER  II. 

State  of  ReligioH'-'Venerable  Bede^^-JUview. 

In  tracing  the  marks  of  the  true  churchy  we  are  left 
now  almost  without  a  guide.  In  the  operations  of  Rome, 
we  see  nothing  but  works  of  darkness.  In  the  Eastern 
church,  there  appears  little  of  the  true  spirit  of  Chris- 
tianity. Blr.  Milner  says  this  was  an  age  of  missionaries ; 
but,  alas  I  these  missions  were  prosecuted  upon  a  mo- 
tive that  takes  away  the  glory  of  them.  Hen  of  enter- 
prise, who  were  either  ill  provided  for  at  home,  or  un- 
likely to  rise  in  the  church,  undertook  to  propa^te 
Christianity  abroad,  where,  if  they  sueceededi  they 
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were  ttre  l#  obtain  m  Mihoprit»  perbapa  mu  arek* 
iibopric,  asd  Chen  they  were  made  for  lift.  Doabt- 
less  theft  were  some  eieeptions,  but  it  is  certain  they 
were  ?erj  few.  I  eaa  leareely  believe  anj  thing  said 
ia  fsToar  of  any  ehureh  roinisler,  who  proteeutes  wilk 
zeal  the  iDlere»t  of  the  eathoUe  ettablishmeat,  «»hile  ha 
sayt  Dothia||»  against  the  rnling  abominations.  He  may 
preaeh  against  the  idolatry  of  the  pa^ns,  and  the  wieked- 
nest  of  their  lives,  but  if  he  do  no  more  than  irAisper 
a  btat  that  things  at  home  are  not  quite  at  they  should 
be,  1  have  a  poor  opinion  of  hit  piety«  Only  eomparo 
pope  and  pagan,  and  we  ean  hardly  deeide  on  whioh 
side  the  balanee  of  troth  it  to  be  fooud. 

The  lahourt  of  Bonifaee  have  been  notieed,  and  wo 
bave  said  all  we  ean  in  favour  of  them.  A  le^s  equivo- 
cal character  ritet  to  our  view — Bkdb,  tnrnamed 
YEVKBAaLX ;  and  he  is  to  be  vsnt^rated  because  he 
chose  to  labour  ^^  in  season,  and  out  of  teaton/'  and 
refuted  to  become  a  bishop  and  a  courtier.  Bede  was 
a  presbyter,  and  a  great  ornament  to  the  Englith 
tharcb.  Ho  was  a  man  of  learuing.and  of  worth,  as 
•any  of  his  writings  abundantly  tettify.  One  extract 
deserves  a  piuee  here :  speaking  on  the  tpiritual  war- 
lare,  at  described  in  Romans  vii,  he  obtervet,  ^'  There 
are  those  who  6ght  not  at  all,  and  are  drawn  away  by 
their  own  lu«tt;  olhert,  who  fi^ltt  indeed,  but  are  over^ 
comi',  becaoAC  they  fii^ht  without  faith,  and  in  their  own 
ttreogthi  others,  who  6ght,  and  are  still  in  the  field— 
stt  overcome,  which  was  the  cane  of  St.  Paul,  and  all 
troe  Christiant  in  this  world ;  and  lastly,  othe rt  who 
ksfc  overcome,  and  are  at  rest  abnve.''  Bede  lived  and 
laboured  in  the  best  part  of  the  Roman  pale— this 
Britain  at  thit  period  undoubtedly  was — there  was  at 
iMch  of  the  spirit  of  r^l  godlinett  at  the  tnper&titioa 
Ta 
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of  tbe  tHDef  wovid  allow.  Fron  the  eirettouUoeei  of 
Bagland*!  toperiority  in  poiot  of  goilioest,  I  o1h»iiI4§ 
tbittk  more  faroarablj  of  thote  mittiont  from  henee  (o 
(he  eoDtinent,  than  of  thot e  from  the  eoatioent  hither* 
la  this  eentnrj,  several  monks  passed  orer  to  the  eoa- 
tiaenty  and  ia  rarioos  parts  published  the  word  of  life. 

Under  the  aospiees  of  Charlemagne,  some  attempts 
werewiade  against  the  idolatrous  praetiee  of  image  wor- 
ship*  The  Caroline  books,  written  against  image- worship, 
are  aseribed  to  him.  Some  other  things  towards  regu- 
lating  papal  authority  were  espoused  by  this  prinee,  but 
the  spirit  of  the  times  was  too  anfiehristiau  for  any 
thing  short  of  DiTine  inlluenee  to  efleet  a  ehange. 

In  turning  our  eye  baek,  we  discover  nothing  in  the 
retrospect  to  regale  the  heart,  or  to  brighten  the  risire 
fkeulty.  We  have  seen  the  steril  burning  sands  of  Ara- 
bia extending  their  frnitlessness  over  eountnes  former- 
lylike  the  garden  of  Eden.  We  have  looked  into  the 
chamber  of  imagery,  and  beheld  every  form  of  abomt- 
natioui  and  all  tbe  idols  of  the  house  of  Israel  pourtray* 
ed  upon  the  wall  round  about,  and  above  all  the  rest, 
and  above  all  that  is  worshipped,  we  saw  the  heast 
with  seven  heads  and  ten  horns,  and  the  woman  that 
sat  thereon,  having  a  golden  eup  in  her  hand,  ftill  of 
abominations  and  filthiness  of  her  fornieation^  yet  a 
little  while  and  God  shall  aeeomplish  his  wrath  upon 
her;  the  angel  shall  go  forth,  erying  ^  Babylon  is  fall- 
en, is  fallen  !  Amen  ;  Allelojah  !'' — Let  us  not  forget 
the  remnant  preserved  in  the  vallies  of  Piedmont.  They 
that  go  forth  seeping,  bearing  preeious  seed,  shall 
doubtless  eome  again  rejoieing,  bringing  their  sheaves 
with  them. 
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CHAPTER  I. 

8taU  of  the  Roman  and  Oreek  Churches — Tmiuu^fiaii- 
tiation. 

THftOQtward  pale  of  the  ehnreli  daring  this  eentoiy 
reeeifed  eontiderable  additions  by  the  laboart  of  nonkf 
iH  aissionariet,  on  the  one  hand,  and  ji^reat  were  her 
lofset  by  the  triumpht  of  the  eommon  enemy  on  the 
otber.  Under  the  patronag^e  of  Constantinople,  a  num- 
ber  of  monks,  among  whom  was  the  devoted  Cyril^ 
israed  from  their  eells,  and  spread  the  Christian  name 
tlir»Bgh  Mttsia,  Bulgaria,  Bohemia,  and  MoraTia.  Tha 
Rntians  also  reeeived  from  the  Easterns  a  company  of 
nitsionaries,  who  made  considerable  progress  in  that 
csntry.  Among  the  Westerns,  Anscarius,  or  Ansgar^ 
t  Bonk  of  Corbie,  distinguished  himielf  by  hit  on* 
wearied  labours  in  Sweden,  and  in  countries  adjacent: 
bj  these  labovrs,  we  trust  9onie  of  the  precious  seed  of 
tbe  kingdom  was  scattered  in  these  hitherto  barren 
Itads,  and  that  it  took  root  and  bore  some  fruit  sweet 
to  the  Master's  taste.  But  it  is  really  a  sorrowful  case 
tbat  BO  much  labour  in  these  days  went  to  so  little  pur* 
pose;  the  far  greater  part  of  these  operations  only  con* 
tribated  to  the  et tablisfament  of  superstition  and  priest* 
craft,  monkery  and  fraud.  A  striking  proof  of  this  wo 
^Te  in  the  bitter  contetti  bctweeo  the  bishoptof  Bona 

*  Digitized  by  VjOOQ  IC 


2Z4i  Corruption  of  the  Ctergy.  Cent  f  . 

and  Coostaiitinople  on  the  gubjeot  of  dividing  the  frniti 
of  these  mitsionary  labours* 

The  arms  of  Mahomet  were  still  triumphant  $  thej 
kept  possession  of  all  those  eountrics  I  hey  had  gained  on 
the  Mediterranean,  and  threatened  even  the  rednetion 
of  Rome  itself.  The  Christian  pale  suffered  consider- 
ablj  from  a  host  of  new  adversaries — Normans,  inelud- 
ing  Danes,  Norwegians,  and  Swedes:  who  proved  a 
great  seourge  to  the  maritime  inhabitants  of  Germanj, 
Gaul,  Spain,  and  Britain;  thej  even  penetrated  the 
heart  of  Italy,  carrying  every  thing  before  them  with 
fire  and  sword.  These  pirates  and  plunderers  misera- 
bly harassed  the  Christians,  by  pillaging  their  churches, 
and  laying  watte  their  countries. 

The  internal  state  of  the  church  exhibits  a  scene  of 
every  abomination  $  the  Roman  pontiff,  at  the  head  of 
all  authority  and  rule,  dealing  out  life  and  death,  bless- 
ing  and  cursing  Next  in  order  bishops,  who  by  their 
intrigue  and  love  of  the  world  had  inveigled  the  great 
and  the  noble  out  of  their  estates  to  save  their  soulsp  as- 
sumed the  titles  of  dukes,  counts,  marquisses ;  and 
uniting  the  regalia  of  their  several  domains  with  the 
priestly  habiliment,  they  glittered  in  courts,  vaunted  in 
camps,  and  wallowed  in  luxury.  Nor  were  the  inferior 
orders  of  the  clergy,  in  the  spirit  of  their  minds,  a  whit 
behind  them— -the  religious  houses  shared  in  the  plunder: 
while  priests  and  monks  could  hold  men's  souls  in  bon*- 
dage,  they  failed  not  to  lavish  the  ill-gotten  gain  upon 
their  depraved  lusts. 

As  to  the  heresies  and  schisms  of  this  age,  we  can 
hardly  tell  what  to  say  of  such  things,  as  they  have 
lieretofore  been  understoo'l  in  the  church.  A  heretie, 
in  former  centuries,  was  one  that  denied  the  laith,  or 
brought  io  an  erroneous  doctrine ;  a  schismatic  was  imi# 
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th&t  aide  a  reot  io  the  ehareh,  •  divisioD  in  the  bodj 
of  the  liithful.  It  hardly  appears  possible  (o  be  goiltj 
sf  eitbeTtas  the  ehareh  BOW  stands;  there  are  searee- 
Ij  ABj  good  prtneiples  to  denj,  or  any  possibility  of 
adding  to  the  enormons  mass  of  error  and  fraud,  with 
wbieh  it  is  already  overborne.  The  system  is  so  far 
separated  from  any  thing  like  Christianity,  that  to 
break  from  it,  and  to  teaeh  others  so  to  do,  is  rather  a 
Tirtie  than  a  erime.  But  the  eoarse  of  historieal  events^ 
bowever,  famishes  ns  with  a  proof  that  the  mon* 
itrtns  pile  of  error  is  eapable  yet  of  reeeiving  addition* 
la  this  eentnry  was  brought  forth  that  absurd  and  gross 
doetriae^ 

TEAWaUBSTAIfTIATlOir. 

A  aMnk»  named  Pasehasins  Radbert,  was  the  pro* 
foand  finder-oat  of  this  mystery.  It  afforded  the  po^ 
kflues  of  the  day  a  matter  for  dispute,  whieh  eontro* 
▼ersy  lasted  till  the  thirteenth  eentury,  when  it  was 
dropped,  and  the  doctrine  incorporated  with  that  au^ 
gift  symbol,  the  sacrament  of  the  altar.  This  doc« 
trine  asserts  that  the  elements  of  bread  and  wine, 
after  eonaeeration  by  the  priest,  become  the  real  body 
and  blood  of  Christ,  the  appearance  and  form  only  of 
bread  and  wine  being  left. 

The  moral  effect  of  all  these  superstitions  upon  the 
Utcs  and  common  transactions  of  men,  was  truly  de* 
plorahle.  The  principles  of  right  and  wrong  were 
become  equifoeal;  every  thing  depended  upon  the 
sanction  of  the  priesthood ;— hence  eases  between  man 
and  man,  which  ought  to  hare  been  tried  and  deter- 
mined in  a  court  of  justice,  were  brought  to* the  trials 
of  ordeal,  both  by  fire  and  water,  and  also  by  the 
ernol  and  oncertain  decision  af  single  combat.    That 
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the  elergy  should  preside  al  tueh  bai4Mireiw  prttatieee, 
Mid  erea  on  tueh  oeemetont  eelebrate  the  boij  eaert^ 
nent,  k  really  borriUe,  bat  aot  more  horrible  dun 
true. 


CHAPTER  n. 

Mtate  of  Religion  as  U  appears  in  the  several  ffiMtmes 
ofMfred  the  Great — Oodeschalcus — Frederic,  Bishop 
of  Vtrecht — Claudius,  Bishop  of  Turin — The  Td» 
denseS'^The  Moravians. 

Dark  as  the  seene  is  whieh  lies  befbre  us,  yet  some 
few  are  preser?ed  of  Israel  to  kaep  the  coal  aiire.  But 
real  religSoa  is  to  be  fMittd  with  individosls,  not  with 
eamaranities,  «r  at  least,  if  any  body  of  people  maiataia 
Hie  life  of  godlioess,  they  are  to  be  found  under  the  im* 
putatioD  of  heresy  or  sehtsm. 

One  illustrious  character  this  century  brings  to  our 
▼iew,  ALpasD  the  GaaATy  kino  op  ENOLANDy  was, 
without  doubt,  a  nan  fearing  God,  and  workiog  right- 
eousness* He  had  learned  the  rare  and  happy  art  of 
rearing  the  fabric  of  greatness  upon  the  sure  foundation 
of  goodness.  For  the  history  of  Alft^d  as  a  monarch, 
we  refer  the  reader  to  secular  annals.  Alfred  was  a 
member  of  the  catholic  church,  hot  not  a  blind  deyoiee 
to  all  the  abominations  of  Rome ;  the  scenes  of  bis  call- 
ing  lay  fitr  off  from  that  seat  of  corruption  and  violence, 
and  his  active  labours  were  of  a  kind  extremely  dif> 
ftrent  from  those  of  papal  hirelings.  This  wise  and 
serious  prince  lamented  the  ignorance  and  irreKgion  of 
tko  times  $  ho  was  a  vefsrmer  in  his  day ;  ohureh  mins- 
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ters  Um  flMit  pmM  and  apt  to  teftck.  were  patronised  by 
llifli;  aad  one  third  part  of  hit  o«hi  tme  he  empfojed  in 
trmB«latiii|p  the  beat  fvrei^  boekt,  into  the  En^Kah  tongue, 
together  with  many  other  literary  and  liberal  porsuitf, 
oalealated'to  promote  the  moral  charaeter  of  hit  tab- 
jeett.  With  him  religion  was  not  a  mere  form  i  he  ex- 
barted  hi«  soldiers,  and  his  subjeels,  to  repent  of  their 
sins,  and  to  implore  divine  metey,  while  he  himself  set 
before  them  an  example  of  Christian  piety,  joined  with 
all  the  dignity,  eonrage,  heroism,  of  the  monareh*  By 
this  great  man  was  laid  the  foandation  of  that  noble 
seat  of  learning,  the  umvbrsitt  of  Oxtokd. 

As  ebaraeters,  possessing  the  marks  of  real  godliness, 
are  so  exeeedingly  searee,  we  must  make  roneh  of  them 
when  they  DslI  in  our  way.  The  seal  and  safferings  of 
OoDBsoBALous  will  be  worth  a  partienlar  detail. 

Godesehalos  was  by  nativity  a  German  |  be  proseent- 
ed  from  early  life  bis  studies  in  the  monastery  of  Orbias, 
in  Franee,  where  Pelagianjsm  had  taken  deep  root.  He 
had  paid  a  close  attention  to  the  writings  of  Augostine, 
and  made  the  sentiments  of  that  great  man  his  own.  It 
may  be  presamed  that  he  had  even  improved  npon  the  ^ 
Aogostinian  system ;  ibr  the  doctrines  of  predestination 
and  graee  seem  to  have  been  clearly  understood  by  him, 
and  were  the  gnand  featares  of  his  ministry.  ^  Zeal- 
ons  for  the  evangelical  doctrines,  now  debased  with  ev- 
ery alloy,  and  desirous  of  reviving  the  knowledge  of  the 
graee  of  God  in  troth,  he  laboured  assiduously  under 
the  patronage  of  one  of  the  first  nobles  in  the  oourt  of 
the  emperor  Lothaire.  He  was  heard  with  deep  seri- 
sQsness  and  attention  ;  even  the  bishop  of  Verona  was 
hisaaditor ;  and  Remi,  archbishop  of  Lyons,  Prodenth^s, 
bishop  of  Troyes,  and  other  men  of  eminence,  warmly 
codiraocd  his  opinions.    A  flame  was  kindled  by  his 
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prMeUiig,  Mi  Us  p^imlarity  awakcaerf  Um  earj  aad 
eanity  of  Maarat,  arehUUiaf  af  Meatz,  Wfcra  wkM 
he  wa«  aaeoted  af  berety,  aad  c»aiaaac4  ta  a  coaaefl 
held  ia  tliat  aity.    Far  paabkmeat  Im  wai  ieat  ta  Hiae- 
mtLTf  hit  diaecM^a,  arebbitliap  af  Bbeiiaf,  wko  bad  or- 
dataad  biai.    Hiaenar  wa«  in  leagae  with  bu  brolber, 
tbe  bbbap  of  Mentz,  aad  eqaally  the  caeaiy  af  tbit  dit- 
tarber  of  the  ebareb'i  peace,  aad  af  bU  permia.     ¥ritk 
bim  tbe  ablett  argaments,  aad  aaiaipeaebed  iafagritgref 
OodeMbaleat,  weigbed  aot  a  hair:   ia  a  eaaaeil,  eafled 
for  tbe  parpooe,  bis  condcronatioa  was  eoafirmed  with 
every  iaioU  and  aggravated  iajattiee.  Ia  vain  he  aiua- 
tained  the  truth  of  hit  opiaioaiy  from  ADgattiae,  aod 
from  the  leripturct  5"  which  latter  e?ideaeo  bU  adrer- 
laries  lest   respected  than  the  foraier.    Hinemar  wu 
resolved  upon  silencing  him  ;  argument  therefore  avail- 
ed aothing,  eicept   to  eiasperaU  bis  judge,  who  pro- 
ceeded to  the  application  of  that  authority  with  which 
the  wickedness  of  the  times  bad.  invested  him.     Oodcir 
ehalcus  was  deprived  of  his  saered  function,  and  pnfc- 
llcly  whipped  till  covered  with  gore.     During  his  suf. 
fbrings,  a  book  containing  his  seittimenU  was  put  ints 
his  band,   which  he   was  commanded  to  east  into  tbe 
fire ;  at  length,  overpowered  by  the  barbarous  treatmcBt, 
he  dropped  the  writing  in  tbe  flames  j  upon  which  he 
was  thrown  into  a  dungeon,  where,  after  tome  yean, 
be  eipired  a  martyr  for  the  truth,  attesting  to  his  last 
breath  bis  faith  in  tbe  doctrines  bo  bad  preached,  and 
tbe  support  be  had  derived  from  them. 

Tbe  doctrines  of  this  great  and  good  man  died  act 
with  him,  but  were  rather  strengthened  by  his  Moad.  Hii 
system  was  made  a  matter  of  eiamination,  bia  dafeaeei 
passed  ^n  review,  apd  tbe  meaas  adopted  to  destroy  tbe 
reputed  heresy,  raised  up  soma  very  aUe  sapporten  $ 
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ftiidM|K>irerfullj  were  the  innoeeiiee  aod  purity  of  God- 
etckaleii  defendtd  and  raaiotaiaed,  that  Binemar  and 
bis  blind  bratal  astoeiatei  found  it  ueeeMary  to  thunder 
o»t  i  third  anathema  against  this  spreading  evil.  But 
tliis  soly  eontributed  to  build  up  what  they  wished  toda- 
itroj,  for  a  body  of  eeelesiasties,  many  of  whom  were 
bifbsps,  assembled  at  Yalenee  in  Dauphiny,  under  the 
trebbishop  of  Lyons,  in  order  to  Ttudieato  the  martyr 
aid  bis  doctrines.  In  this  vindieation  many  surround<- 
iag  proTinees  concurred  $  and  so  the  memory  of  the 
(kithful  witness  was  honoured  with  the  highest  enio* 
gj.  This  event  clearly  provedi  notwithstanding  the 
general  corruption  in  doctrine,  and  defection  in  mannersy 
that  there  were  some  few  left  who  savoured  of  divine 
things,  and  relished  ths  doctrixks  of  oraoe. 

From  purity  of  doctrine,  let  us  proceed  to  review  pu- 
rity of  discipline.  We  have  a  ease  in  point,  in  the  life 
of  Frederic  of  Devonshire,  appointed  bishop  of  Utrecht. 
Dintogone  day  with  the  emperor  Lewis  the  Meek,  he 
wu  eiborted  by  that  prince  to  discharge  the  duties  of 
the  episcopal  office  with  faithfulness  and  impartiality. 
Ths  bishop,  pointing  to  a  fish  on  the  table,  asked  wheth- 
cr  it  were  better  to  take  hold  of  it  by  the  head  or  by  the 
tail  ?  ^  By  the  head  to  be  sure,"  replied  the  emperor. 
''Then  1  most  begin  my  career  of  faithfulness  return* 
ed  Frederic,  ^*  with  yonr  majesty."  The  emperor  wai 
at  this  time  living  in  adultery  and  incest  with  the  prin- 
ceif  Judith.  Frederic^  like  another  John,  said,  *<  It  w 
Dot  lawful  for  thee  to  have  her :"  Lewis  little  expected 
fiteh  a  salutation,  and  was  as  little  inclined  to  part 
with  his  Uerodias.  This  no  sooner  reached  the  ear  of 
Jadith  than  she  proceeded  to  act  out  the  character  of 
an  adulteress,  by  plotting  the  death  of  the  holy  man; 
which  purpose  she  fiinnd  assassins  remJy  enough  te  ef« 
U 
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tmu  Thai  died  Frtderie  biih«^  of  Utreelit«  DovMw 
MbR  the  Bftf  tif  t  aid  he  hmre  eompared  aotes  tfMUij 
liatet  sinee. 

The  ipirk  ef  a  Reforaery  with  mveh  orthodox  pietji 
appeart  ia  the  history  of  Claudius,  hithop  of  Tario. 
Bo  was  by  birth  a  Spaniai'd  %  in  early  life  he  fl^ai  iiitrs- 
Aided  Co  Lewie  the  Meek,  and  beeame  hit  ehaplain. 
Aboot  the  year  il7  he  was  appoiated  to  the  see  of  'fi- 
rihk  Here  he  exereiied  hiaiself  indefatigably  in  destroy- 
iag  the  worship  of  images.  From  his  writings,  he  appears 
to  have  embraced  the  grated  truths  of  Christiairity,  and 
to  have  have  been  influelieed  with  no  small  hatred  to  the 
reigning  abominations  of  the  times.  He  asserts  the 
e^nidity  of  all  the  apostles  with  St  Peter ;  always  owns 
Jesns  Christ  the  only  proper  Head  of  the  ehnreh ;  he  b 
•erero  against  the  doetrioes  of  hnman  merit,  and  ha« 
■(an  tradition  ;  exposes  the  absord  practice  of  praying 
foi^  and  seeking  the  prayers  of,  the  dead.  His  reason- 
ing against  image  worship  is  both  io^nious  and  jost ; 
end  in  his  &wvt  department  he  was  doubtless  attended 
with  success.  Such  a  bishop,  in  the  province  of  Pied- 
mont, must  have  proved  a  great  souree  of  encouragement 
to  those  refugees  in  the  vallies:  indeed  the  Romish  writ- 
ers deplore  thife,  and  ascribe  a  great  deal  of  the  spirit  of 
reformation  ^hieh  afterward  appeared  in  the  Yaldenses 
to  the  heresy  of  Claudius.  He  lived  to  the  year  889,  and 
then,  throi^h  the  go6d  hand  of  God  upon  him,  was  suf- 
llircd  to  die  a  natural  death.  His  protection  waa  ascrib- 
ed to  the  favour  of  the  French  court 

In  the  history  of  tme  religion,  we  mvst  preserve  the 
memorial  6f  the  Yaldenses,  whose  retreat  furnishes  a 
faee  of  people  with  whom  remain  the  scriptures,  and 
who  appear  to  make  a  good  use  of  them.  They  hold 
the  headship  of  Jfesus,  and  his  atonement,  and  allow  of 
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no  0(ber;  kim  they  worship,  and  him  they  serve.  They 
aeknowledge  him  as  Lord^  hot  themselyes  are  brethren. 
Tt  say  that  no  superstition  eleaved  tq  them,  would  be, 
daobtlets,  to  say  a  great  deal  too  much ;  but  they  are  er- 
ideatly  the  people  whom  God  preserved  for  the  most 
noble  purposes. 

The  baginnings  of  the  Moravian  choreh  are  to  bo 
Iraeed  in  this  century.  In  the  fcrmer  ehapter  we  ob- 
served the  success  of  GyriLaod  his  associates,  in  Bohe- 
mia ^wi  Mtv^Titi  under  thepa^trontgn  of  ^oiMtonUnople. 
Some  precious  seed  was  left  here  which  took  root ;  and 
Ikani^  ite  inareMe  was  net  %aitk^  yet  it  Aivnisked  a 
tuesssaion  of  eropa,  till  al  length  |ome  glorioia  karvaals 
«cragat,|ered  in. 
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TENTH  CENTURY. 

CHAPTER  I. 

BxUnt  of  th4  fiowtfiol  CKtircA— Jtitenuil  BtaU, 

Bo  wuMj  tOTereign  prideei  daring  the  last  ibree  tf 
f»«r  eMUiriet  hariog  enbraetd  the  Chntiian  naaie)  it 
••w  beeame  almost  a  thing  of  eourte  to  esponse  the 
•hnroh.  Heneo  the  spread  of  religion,  now  eormpted 
\j  the  spirit  of  the  world,  was  easily  effeeted  by  the  la- 
honrs  of  monks  and  missionaries,  whose  ehief  objeet  ap* 
pears  evidently  in  proeuring  for  thtmselres  a  ^ame  hi 
the  hierarehy,  and  a  living  on  the  spoils  t>f  the  peoplt. 

In  the  coarse  of  this  period  Christianity  was  estab- 
lished in  Hangary,  Poland,  Pmssia,  Russia,  Sweden, 
Denmark,  and  Norway,  with  eontignous  eonatries. 
Among  the  people  of  these  nations  the  eharoh  gained  bj 
Tarioas  methoda—by  the  art  of  persuasion,  by  the  sword 
of  prinees— and  priiiees  themselves  were  eonvertedbj 
the  still  more  powerfhl  engine  of  female  intreaty  and  in- 
trigae.  The  missionaries  likewise  failed  not  to  exhibit 
their  lying  wonders,with  the  alluring  terms  of  forgiveness 
and  all  the  parade  of  eitemal  worship ;  things  ao  eal- 
aolated  to  meet  the  re qnisitions  of  the  carnal  mind,  and 
to  gratify  the  soul  that  can  live  without  God  in  the 
world. 

The  principal' ministers  of  the  church,  both  in  Bast 

and  West,  exhibit  a  sad  character  ;  pomp  and  ^wsr 

\ 
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imEmrjf  idleiiett,  mod  I#t«  of  tk«  world,  are  the  meet 
predMNMol  Ibfttvree,  The  popedoa,  aimiBg  at  aai- 
Temi  deaiaioB  both  is  teaporaii  and  tpirftBaht 
afaifeg  iteelf  of  orery  oireaaitaaee  likely  to  ad* 
Tiaee  tke  holy  ehair.  Moakt  were  seat  oat  ia  eveiy 
dirtotioa  to  aeeeri  tke  lapreMaey  of  St  Peter,  aad  erea 
to  propagate  aad  to  maiatain  that  all  the  kings  of  the 
•arth  were,  ia  point  of  eSoe  aadeharaotor,  hit  ialbrioro 
tad  hitea^eett. 

Ia  order  to  tarieh  the  ehareh,  itf  nlaitton  gOTO  oaT 
that  as  Chriotiaaity  had  atUiaed  to  its  tt ath  eentory^ 
the  day  ^  Jadgaeat  was  at  band,  aad  that  Christ  waa 
aboat  to  BMke  his  seeond  appearaaee,  aoeordiag  ta 
the  prophetio  deseriptioa  ia  the  hook  of  Rerelatioa^ 
Maltitadea  of  the  people,  paaie-otmek  at  soeh  a  romoar, 
deserted  their  estates  and  employmeats,  and  gare  their 
property  to  the  ehareh,  ia  order  to  render  the  deseend* 
iagJadgethe  noro  propitious  $  aid  some  were  even  so< 
ialktaated  ao  to  set  off  for  Palestine,  where  they  expect-^ 
ed  Christ  woald  Bake  his  first  appearanee. 

Learaing  aad  soieaee  ia  this  age  fooad  few  frieadis  ia 
thoChnotiaa  pale.  Pape  Syhroster  tho  Seeoad  wot  oa* 
noeptiaa  firom  the  goaeral  ease,  hut  his  attempts  to  re- 
Tire  the  faUoat  spark  exposed  hiai  to  the  BMit  fearlM 
•Bipatajtioas.  Bylrester,  ia  his  youth,  had  hee^  a  pupil 
ia  the  Arahiaa  sehool,*  where  he  had  learned,  among 
other  hraaeheaaf  soienee,  the  prtaeipies  of  tho  aiathe^ 
uMtiat.  Wishiag  to  faeilitate  the  study  of  this  useful 
kaowlodge^  he  pahliohed  a  little  treatise  on  geometry  ;. 
hat  the  mathematieal  figaret  of  curves,  aad  lines,  aatf 

•  At  this  period  the  love  of  science  wa>  pa^rcfUfed  by  tiie  M^- 
colipiw;  pobho  tcboolt  w^re  erected,.  ^  paeateiif^ 
Bt  fivea  to  the  bett  mMteck. 
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» 
•Dglet,  wkieh  oeMttarily  aeeompanied  thaf  worki  raUed 

a  Mtpieion  in  the  miadt  of  tlie  peopk  that  he  dealt  wUh 

the  deTil  f  and  though  he  wae  a  pofie,  he  was  eeaiider- 

ed  at  a  magieiaD,  and  of  eouree  failed  in  hit  atteppt  ta 

awaken  the  love  of  learning  and  teknee. . 

At  the  eoneitigien  ef  thit  eenlnry,  the  nMid  4ir^eet  af 

reteving  the  hel j  land  fhim  the  infidelt,  hy  the  eratadet» 

wat  irtt  thoaght  of  by  dylvetter  the  Seeoad.     The 

Bnropean  pewert  were  called  npon  to  engage  ia  thit 

■HMt  toleoin,  taered,and  Chrittian-like  eanpaign  $  hat 

the  pontifieal  law  wat  not  at  that  time  tudleieally  aU 

tended    to,  and  the  teheme  wat   reterred  §m  the  al- 

teaipu  of  a  ftitore  age. 


CHAPTER  II. 

Slate  of  Religion — dmulph  of  Brleans. 

Iw  the  nominal  eharefa,  the  fbataret  of  prwitiTO 
Christianity  eoold  Keareely  be  traced.  The  doetrinet  of 
Chritt  were  either  qaite  Uid  atide  for  the  eommaiid* 
mentt  of  men,  or  were  to  orer-rnm  and  ditfigared  hy  Ihh 
^an  inventions,  that  it  was  diffieult  to  dittingnith  the 
«ne  from  the  other.  Worship,  if  worship  It  may  he 
called,  was  the  most  disgusting  to  ateriont  mind  that 
^oold  have  been  invented.  To  worthip  God  aloae  wat 
heresy ;  hence  the  saints  got  into  high  repate.and  above 
all,  the  Virgin  Mary,  to  whom  were  said,  hy  the  hate 
Christians,  a  most  devont  round  of  fifteen  repetitiont  of 
the  fwrf't  Frayevj  end  one  hundred  and  filly  repetitioat 
mt  thewlulation  of  the  Virgin.  This,  with  more  of  tin 
t  tort,  wat  formed  into  a  service  called  the  Uosary 
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and  Ormtn.  AdcI  ia  •r^r  to  help  tiM  memory  of  the 
piow  —uU  thot  employed,  a  •tring  of  beadt  wm  form- 
edy  eoitaiiiiBg  a  nomber  equal  to  the  repetilioos  of  tlie 
ptUMtPsUr  aad  ave-maria.  Such  was  the  piety  and 
twtk  the  derotion  of  the  eathoHe  ehnreh. 

Bit  Ood  preferred  tome  few  witoetses  to  protest 
•gtiBtt  these  supentitioiit.  An  extraet  from  a  diteoerto 
•f  Araolph  bitbop  efOrleaot  will  discover  to  as  that  the 
ipirit  of  tmth^  ihoagh  ehastened,  was  not  killed  ;  though 
cut  down,  was  not  destroyed.  ^  O,  deplorable  Rome! 
whe^in  the  days«f  our  fore-fathers  did»t  prodoee  se 
maey  barning  and  shining  lights,  thou  hast  brought 
ftrth  in  oar  times  only  dismal  darkness,  worthy  of  the 
detestation  of  posterity.  What  shaU  we  do,  or  what 
eeaRsel  shall  we  take  ?  The  gospel  tells  of  a  barren  fig- 
tree,  and  of  the  divine  patienee  exercised  toward  it« 
Let  tts  bear  w  ith  car  primates  as  long  as  we  can,  and  in 
tlie  mean  time  seek  for  spiritual  food  where  it  is  to  he 
found.  Certably  there  are  some  in  this  holy  assembly 
whs  ean  testify  that  in  Belgium  and  Germany,  both 
which  are  near  us,  there  may  be  found  real  paiiors  and 
eninent  men  in  religion.  Far  better  would  it  be,  if  the 
mimosities  of  kings  did  not  prevent,  that  we  should 
issk  in  those  parts  for  the  judgment  of  bishops,  than  in 
that  venal  city  which  weighs  all  decrees  by  the  quantity  * 
QJ money.  What  think  yon  reverend  fathers,  of  this 
man,  tke  pope,  placed  on  a  lofky  throne,  shining  in  pur- 
ple and  gold  ?  Whom  do  you  account  him  ?  If  destitute 
of  leve,  and  puffed  up  with  the  pride  of  knowledge  only, 

HX    IS    ANTICHKIST  SITTING    IN  TUK  TBMPLK  OF  GoD." 

This  discourse  of  the  godly  bishop  affords  a  strong  evi- 
dense  that  the  ehnreh  of  Rome  in  thole  days  was  eon* 
sidered  to  be  the  antichrist  spoken  of  by  St.  Panl,  and  it 
iikswise  gives  as  a  cheering  view  of  real  pastors  in  Bei- 
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gunn  %mA  Oemaay,  ia  •(d4iUoB  to  Orleans.  Wbm 
aaek  pattars  were  la  be  foaad,  daabtleit  we  may  reekM 
apaa  •aiae  real  Clirittiaat  aader  their  eare. 

Ia  eeareli  ef  Irae  relif^oB,  liariag  tkU  eentarj,  w#  bin 
only  faaod  Araolpb  aad  hit  floek,  with  tame  few  oi* 
aamedy  of  a  like  east^  in  Belii^uai  and  Gennaay;  tkne 
we  nasi  add  to  these  diseovered  in  former  eeatariiii 
Panlieiaas  and  Valdentesy  and  aoMing  these  we  losvi 
oar  hope  of  a  fbtare,  brighter^  better  day. 
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ELEVENTH  CENTURY, 

CHAPTER  L 

The  Catholic  Church — Tlie  Orusadet-^Cardinals. 

It  it  to  be  feared  that  the  eonverBiont  of  this  eeota* 
ly  will  prove  too  moeh  like  those  notieed  io  the  lett. 
I'he  spread  of  the  ootward  pale  affords  a  very  preeari* 
ses,aiid  raeertain  line  of  demarkatioa,  by  whieh  to  dis- 
tiBgibh  the  real  ehareh  from  the  world.  The  hope  of 
tbtaiainf  a  hishoprie  eonverted  maoy  a  monk  ioto  a 
aissioDary ;  and  when  onee  a  pnaee  eoold  be  prevailed 
sa  to  eabraee  the  faith,  the  fear  of  the  monaroh  eon* 
▼erted  many  a  pagan  ioto  a  Christian.  Soeh  is  the  tme 
history  of  at  least  a  great  part  of  the  missions  and  eon* 
fersiotts  of  these  dark  ages. 

The  Christian  name  eontinoed  to  spread  in  those  nor* 
them  eonntries  notieed  in  the  last  eentary ;  to  these  were 
added,  in  this,  other  eontiguous  nations ;  and  one  great 
acquisitioo,  was  the  eonqoet t  of  Sieily,  by  a  valiant  Nor* 
auiB,  Robert  Ghiisehard,  who  destroyed  the  power  of 
Mahomet  in  that  island,  and  beeoming  a  Christian  him* 
self,  the  pope  eonferred  on  him  the  erown  of  Sieily. 
Bobert,like  an  obedient  son,  founded  mhis  new  aeqoired 
dsminions,  bishopries  and  eharehes  in  abandanee,  and 
sndowed  them  in  a  manner  worthy  his  prineely  eharae* 
ter.  It  is  diflfienlt  to  say  whether  Christianity  lost  or 
gained  territory  at  this  period,  for  the  brave  and  war* 
hka  Saraeens  eaatiBned  their  oonqnests  in  the  East,  and 
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j^rorinet  after  provibee  tuHmittecl  to  the  Koran  of  the 
Arabian  impostor  $  and  the  dominion  which  these  held 
in  the  West,  prevented,  in  ^at  measure,  the  spread  of 
Christian  doetrina,  and  rendered  the  triumphs  of  the 
ahnrek  very  preearious. 

The  most  distinguished  transaetion  of  the  Roman 
•hnreb  at  this  period  was  the  orusads,  a  war  under- 
taken for  the  holy  purpose  of  dispossessing  the  Mahom- 
etans of  the  eoun^ry  of  Palestine,  the  seene  of  the  8aT- 
iour's  minittrj  and  sufferings.  The  Romish  devotees 
had  leqg  laoMnted  that  a  spot  so  hoi j  as  JiefU4a)o«i»  the 
pUee  of  Chriat'e  nepalehre,  should  bo  profiuied  bj  tbe 
abeoiisaliona  of  the  infidel  Saraoone,  and  that  the  at- 
eees  of  pilgrims  to  the  Holy  Land  h/y  their  means  ahoaU 
he  attended  with  so  mueb  difilealty  and  ins«li«  Pole? 
the  HeiHpiit,  a  mighty  man  in  the  papacy^  had  travoUed 
through  Palestine,  and  observing  the  sad  indignities 
olered  to  the  holy  plaee,  and  to  the  pilgrims  who  visit* 
•d  it,  resolved  to  attempt  a  remedy.  Fired  with  these 
resolutions,  he  laid  hie  plan  befbre  the  patriarch  of  Coo* 
stantinople,  and  before  Urban  the  pontiff:  but  theee 
dignitaries  were  not  disposed  to  seeond  his  views.  Pe- 
ter was  a  man  of  subtilty  and  resolution ;  he  was  not 
therefore  to  be  discouraged  by  such  things  as  theae. 
He  immediately  set  off  for  the  tour  of  Burope,  aad 
sounded  the  alarm  of  holy  war  in  every  country,  press* 
ing  upon  all  Christian  prinees  the  solemn  duty  and  kif^ 
honoor  of  enlisting  under  the  cross.  In  order  more  elfee« 
tnally  to  gain  his  point  with  the  populace,  he  showed 
a  letter,  whieh  he  pretended  was  brought  to  him  by  »n 
angel,  declaring  the  will  of  God  in  this  momentons  mf* 
Csir.  Sueh  was  the  spirit  of  the  timet,  Peter  eueeeedW 
in  an  extraordinary  manner,  and  fired  the  breaataaf 
IJboQiands  with  zeal  fbr  the  saored  eanto. 
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The  sueem  atten^iiig  the  tloquenee  of  the  hermit  at 
length  wrought  on  the  miad  of  the  tnfty  and  aiabitioifi 
pontif,  aid  a  emiBeil  wat  aeeordingtj  anemhled  at  Pla- 
etolii,  A.  D.  Itt5»  in  wbieh  tke  plan  of  bolj  war  waa 
koirefer  aet  to  cordially  received  ai  might  have  been 
expected.  Vrhan  eiiHed  a  teeoad  eoooeil  at  Clermont 
the  followiiig  year,  in  whieh  he  soeeeeded  better ;  the 
nsh  and  eaterprieiiig  epirit  of  the  French  received  that 
with  enthatiasn,  whieh  the  Italiana  had  treated  no 
•oolf.  The  irhofe  coantry  wat  in  a  ferment,  and  every 
•le  tffthttiomi  to  distingniAh  himself  in  tho  service  «f 
Christiainty.  In  a  short  time,  an  army  of  eight  hon- 
ored thousand  strong  was  raised ;  but  of  such  a  motley 
iMN,  that  never  did  the  age  of  chivalry  produce  the 
Ule.  It  was  eoBiposed  of  all  ranks  in  society — monks, 
Berehcnts,  idlers,  artists,  labourers,  boys,  girli,  maie- 
fketors,  slaves,  prostitutes,  and  profligate  debauchees. 
The  ikr  greater  part  of  this  vast  hody  being  taken  from 
the  lowest  orders  of  the  people,  it  is  very  natural  to 
eonelude,  that  plunder  was  their  principal  object* 

This  army  was  divided  into  several  bodies,  and  head- 
el  by  different  eommanders,  and  being  equipped,  they 
let  sir,  A.  D.  t096,  f^r  Palestine.  The  lawless  exeessci 
eonioitted  by  this  undisciplined  rabble,  in  many  conn- 
tries  through  which  they  passed,  so  exasperated  the  in- 
habitants, that  thousands  of  them  were  destroyed  long 
before  they  reached  the  place  of  destination ;  and  some 
of  the  dtvisioifs,  owing  to  the  unskilfulness  of  their  lead- 
en, and  the  abominations  committed  by  the  troops, 
perished  altogether,  and  failed  of  the  proaiised  land  ; 
bot  doubtless  their  heaven  was  secured,  for  the  pope  had 
freely  absolved  all  w|io  should  take  up  arms  in  such  a 
most  divine  enterprise.  Success,  however,  attended  the 
preweis  of  those  divisions  commanded  by  wise    and 
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Midier-like  generaU ,  with  whom  wat  eoaneeteil  a  large 
corps  of  regular  troopt,  both  hone  aad  foot*  JemaleB, 
after  a  teige  of  ive  weeks,  tahmitteil  to  the  annt  ef 
Godfrey,  duke  of  Lorraia,  a.  d«  1099.  Upon  this  lit- 
tery was  set  op  the  new  kingdom  of  Jemtalen.  Other 
plaeee  of  leu  note  were  likewito  added  to  the  helj  eon- 
qneiti. 

The  result  of  these  emsades,  as  we  shall  see  in  the 
subsequent  detail,  was  not  only  disgraceful  to  the 
Christian  name,  but  ruinous  to  all  those  powers  whaeh 
furnished  the  troops ;  yet  they  answered  the  great  ob- 
ject of  holy  father.  The  conquest  of  Jemsaleai  alone 
was  sufl&cient  to  furnish  a  vast  stock  of  relics,  gathered 
from  the  tombs  of  Jesus  and  bis  followers-*a  stock  of 
relies  never  possessed  by  the  church  before :  gloriou 
acquisition!  never-failing  source  of  miraculous  power! 
Nor  was  this  all :  thousands  of  persons  who  fell  in 
this  expedition  had  left  tbeir  all  to  4he  church }  so  that 
by  this  war  the  Roman  pontiff  acceded  to  the  posses- 
sions of  many  of  the  richest  and  best  families  in 
Europe. 

During  this  century  an  attempt  was  made  by  the  Ro- 
man pontiffs  to  rescue  the  appointment  of  their  ofllec 
from  the  hands  of  the  sovereign  princes,  and  to  place  it 
in  the  bosom  of  the  church,  for  which  purpose  the  col" 
lege  of  cardinals  was  instituted  by  Nicholas  II,  This 
college  of  cardinals  coD»isted  of  the  seven  provincial 
bishops  of  the  Roman  territory,  the  twenty-eight  prin- 
cipal presbyters,  and  afterwards  were  added  the  cardi- 
nal deacons.  But  this  system  was  not  perfected  till  the 
subsequent  century.  This  institution  not  only  aimed  to 
withdraw  the  power  from  the  civil  magistrate,  but  also 
to  throw  out  the  vote  and  suffrage  of  the  lower  orders  of 
the  clergy.     Hildebrand|  archdeacon  of  Rome,  after- 
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wanli  Gregory  the  Seventh,  appears  to  have  been  ehief 
prigeetor  of  this  sebeme,  for  when  he  eame  to  the  pon- 
(ifieatey  to  ambitions  and  turbulent  was  he,  that  he 
refsied  to  aeknowiedge  the  supremacy  of  kings  and  em- 
perors, and  sent  eireular  letters,  demanding  of  them  im- 
plicit obedtenee  to  the  Roman  see,  stating,  at  the  saoia 
time,  tbat  kingdoms  and  souls  were  under  the  dmninion 
qf8t.  VettTy  who  had  power  to  loose  and  to  bind  at  his 
pleasure.  Hildebrand  rendered  his  pontificate  memo- 
rable by  a  great  variety  of  laws,  which  he  enacted  $ 
one  of  which  enforced  celibacy  upon  the  clergy^  on  pain 
of  expulsion  from  the  sacred  ofBee.  To  give  only  an 
oatline  of  ail  the  abominations  of  the  popedom,  would 
swell  the  detail  of  this  century  to  a  bulk  by  far  too  largo, 
for  oor  plan. 


CHAFl'ER  U. 

State  of  Christianity  in  England'^Oppositions  to  the 
Fopedofn — Mbigenses — Review  of  the  Century. 

Many  have  been  the  advantages  accruing  to  Great 
Britain  from  its  insular  situation,  together  with  its  re- 
moteness from  thcr  southern  continental  provinces.  This 
cirsimstance  must  strike,  not  only  in  a  political,  but 
«4|«ally  in  an  ecclesiastical  point  of  view*  England 
bu  long  been  known  as  the  nursery  of  pure  religion^ 
tnd  the  asylum  of  the  persecuted.  As  the  nursery  of 
pore  religion,  it  stands  distinguished  so  long  back  as 
the  eleventh  century,  the  period  now  before  us.  Its  dis- 
taset  from  the  seat  of  popish  corruption,  in  conjunction 
vith  its  independent  and  heroic  spirit^  gave  its  ministers 
W 
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•■  opportonitj  for  eaUiTating  diyioe  troth,  onobterred 
ABd  aaioterroptedy  whieh  wmt  not  the  ease  ^ith  those 
nore  onder  the  eje  of  the  Roman  see.  > 

Alfrio,  archbishop  of  Canterbury,  enjoined  opon  the 
elergj,  not  only  to  read  on  every  Sunday  the  Lord^ 
prayer,  the  ereed  and  the  gospels,  but  that  these  ahonld 
be  made,  in  the  volgar  tongue,  the  subjeet  of  their  dis* 
courses  to  the  people  :  for  it  is  to  be  remarked  here  that 
the  praetiee  of  reading  the  publie  service  in  the  Latin 
tongue  began  to  prevail ;  and  before  the  close  of  this 
century,  it  was  ordered  by  the  pope,  that  for  the  take  of 
vniformity,  it  should  be  to  universally.  The  gospels, 
read  and  explained  in  the  native  tongue,  weekly,  must 
liave  been  a  great  means  of  keeping  alive  the  know- 
ledge of  divine  things. 

Alphags,  the  sueeessor  of  Alfrie,  in  the  prosecution 
•f  his  pastoral  duties,  brings  to  view  a  vein  of  conduet 
which  should  induce  us  to  hope  he  was  not  destitute  of 
real  piety.  He  was  murdered  by  the  Danes,  at  Green- 
wich, during  the  reign  of  Ethelred,  in  the  year  1012. 
.  Towards  the  close  of  this  century,  we  find  in  the  tee 
of  Canterbury  Amselm,  a  man,  from  whose  writings,  we 
may  venture  to  pronoonee  evangelical.  He  embraced 
all  the  doctrines  of  grace  as  taught  by  Augustine  ;  many 
of  whose  books  he  copied  and  circulated.  He  spent 
■lueh  of  his  time  in  meditation  and  prayer,  and  seems  on 
all  occasions  to  have  had  the  spiritual  welfare  of  his 
f  ock  at  heart  He  was  not  free  from  the  superstition 
of  the  limea;  but  we  are  persnaded  that  he  possessed 
too  just  a  view  of  the  New  Testament  to  teach  men  to 
test  on  any  thing  short  of  the  atonement  of  Christ  for 
aoeeptance  before  God. 

Notwithstanding  the  general  darkncu  of  these  ages, 
ind  the  Ibarful  domioatioa  of  papal  attthority,  yet  there 
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were  tome  few  who  pottessed  a  knowledge  of  tbe  trath, 
aad  wibo  Tentored  to  assert  it.    Bsrsngkr,  a  nan  of 
learning  and  puritj,  made  considerable  stir;  he  zealous- 
Ij  maintained  the  simplicity  of  the  elements  in  4lia 
Eneharisty  contrary  to  the  system  of  the  real  body  and 
blood,  after  eonseeration.     The  wrath  of   Rome  was 
kindled  upon  such  blasphemous  assertions.     A  eouneil 
was  called,  and  Berenger  was  eondemned  as  a  danger- 
ous heretic,  and  the  revenues  of  hiit  arehbisboprie  takea 
from  biai  till  he  should  recant.    But  the  reputed  heretia 
waa  not  without  his  friends  and  followers;  and  the  pope 
thought  it  prudent  to  proceed  no  £srther  againtit  him. 
Under  a  succeeding  pope,  the  controversy  was  renewed, 
aad  Berenger  was  compelled  to  appear  at  Rome,  and  to 
feaoQuee  his  errors.     Thi<i  act  of  prevarication   and 
duplicity  ill  became  such  a  man  as  Berenger;  and  while 
U  staius  his  memory,  it  also  increased  his  task,  for  it 
wan  impossible  that  his  mind,  impressed  as  it  was  with 
the  truth,  could  easily  submit  to  abide  by  the  recanta- 
tia«  which  had  been  extorted  from  him.     Accordingly 
he  had  do  sooner  returned  from  the  presence  of  his  judges, 
than  his  conscience  .demanded  a  re-avowal  of  his  real 
sentiments.  This  brought  upon  him  again  the  fury  of  his 
adversaries,  and  another  council  was  called  to  deter- 
mine the  case.     In  this  assembly  things  were  carried 
on  with  such  violence,  that  poor  Berenger  was  again 
frightened  into  a  subscription  to  what  he  did  not  be- 
lieve.    This,  as  in  the  former  ease,  only  pained  bis  con- 
science, and  brought  upon  him  the  necessity  of  a  second 
course   of  repentance,    which  he  poured  out   in   the 
most  woeful  strains,  still  asserting  and  writing  as  he 
had  daae  fh>m  the  first.    This  controversy  Ksted  many 
years,  and  fell  under  the  eognizaneo  of  four  succesnr> 
popes;  the  two  last  of  thesef  one  of  whom  was^l^  A" 
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brandy  treated  him  with  more  mitdnets,  and  he  was  suf- 
fered to  draw  up  hit  own  eonfeision  on  the  lobjeet  in 
words  more  eongeniallj  to  his  own  views,  which  he  did, 
nearly  in  the  language  of  scripture.  This,  was  far 
ft'om  satisfying  his  enemies,  and  as  little  satisfied 
his  friends^  for  while  there  was  something  in  these 
confessions  which  would  bear  an  explanation  sa- 
Touring  of  the  truth,  there  was  also  too  great  a  con- 
Ibrmity  to  the  prevailing  taste  for  error.  All  this 
goes  to  prove  that  Berenger  saw  the  truth,  hut  had 
not  a  soflicieut  love  to  it  to  bear  him  out  in  tha 
steady  profession  of  it.  This  duplicity  he  bewailed 
to  his  death,  and  it  deprives  him  of  the  honour 
of  standing  in  the  first  rank  of  the  noble  army  of  re* 
formers.  Such  men  as  Berenger  have  been  found  in  all 
ages  of  the  church,  but  they  are  the  most  injurious  of 
all  characters :  there  is  no  dependence  to  be  plaeed  on 
them  ;  they  can  deny  their  Master  with  Peter,  or  betray 
him  with  Judas.  That  there  should  be  such  prevariea- 
tion  and  hypocrisy  with  men  who  are  seeking  to  pru* 
mote  error,  is  not  surprising ;  bad  men  may  play  the 
hypocrite  in  their  own  cause,  and  yet  serve  their  caaae 
at  the  same  time :  with  men  who  know  the  truth,  and 
feel  bound  to  promote  it,  it  cannot  be  so;  with  them 
there  must  be  a  decided,  firm,  constant  and  bold  avowal 
and  defence  of  the  truth,  or  Ghrist  is  wounded  in  the 
house  of  his  friends,  and  these  professed  friends  too, 
pierced  through  with  many  sorro>vs :  let  Berenger  speak 
to  this ! 

But  the  doctrine  of  Berenger  was  not  so  pliable,  nor 
so  frail,  as  the  man  ;  it  gathered  many  disciples  dnrtng 
his  life,  and  increased  in  strength  after  his  death ;  it 
proved  a  precious  means  of  the  Reformation,  and  was 
a  formidable  weapon  in  the  hand  of  truth  against  the 
beast  and  the  false  prophet. 
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Sreadfil  penetntioB  attended  the  teet  of  the  Padi* 
euuM  ia  the  Baat)  bj  whieh  BMaat  thej  were  eea* 
pellad  to  seek  ahelter  ia  other  eoantrieft.  Fiodiog 
foae  asylaai  in  Europe  they  spread  theaitelTee  m 
hdjf  Fraaoe,  aad  Oerouuij.  Their  gravity  and  teri* 
ommtu  attracted  the  reopeet  of  maaj.  Thej  bore  a 
tarietj  of  appeUationo,  aoae  of  whieh  arooe  from 
their  eharaeter,  oathari,  or  pare  people }  Boiit 
aoMMss,  or  good  aieu.  The  real  piety  of  theie  peo- 
ple espoicd  tbom  to  the  wrath  of  their  enemies  mora 
tbaa  aay  errors  they  embraeed  ;  their  sins  were  chiefly 
sgMnst  the  papaey,  in  refusing  to  worship  iauigesy 
isd  to  adore  the  elements  of  the  saeramenti  aad  to  look 
sp  lo  the  pope  as  hol^  father.  Many  of  them  were 
bnrsed  at  Orleaas  for  their  obstinaey;  bat  the  snr* 
viTors  were  oaly  the  more  imboldeacd  thereby*  They 
were  also  called  Albigenses,  from  the  eireamslanM 
of  their  having  been  coadensaed  as  heretics,  in  a 
esBoeil  held  at  Albi.  From  this  latter  deaoniaatioa, 
they  may  have  been  confMmded  wkh  the  ValdcascS  • 
—be  this  as  it  may,  it  is  a  matter  eieeedingly  proW 
Ue,thaty  on  their  perseoution  in  the  East,  being  driven 
into  those  parts  of  Europe  where  the  doctrines  of  the 
ValdeAses  were  current,  they  entered  into  fellowship 
with  the  refugees  in  the  valiies,  and  at  length  were  in- 
eorporated  as  one  people.  And  if,  as  some  have  thought, 
tbeValdenses  were  originally  a  branch  of.thePauli- 
eisBs,  soch  an  associalion  is  still  more  ikely.  It  is  very 
diflkttit  to  trace  accurately  the  history  of  a  people  scat- 
tered and  wasted  by  the  fury  of  persecution,  especially 
wbea  their  circumstances  require  them  to  shun  observa- 
tion, and  to  hide  every  monumeut  of  their  existence  and 
operation. 

The  Nestorians  in  this  aeatnry  not  only  maintained 
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•ome  gospel  troth  amoDg  themtelTety  b«t  their  se&l 
indoeed  them  to  propagate  it  among  the  Tartan  aod 
Chiaete.  Vital  religion  was  still  preserred  in  Bohe- 
■lia,  and  Moravia.  Nor  are  we  to  forgot  that  the  writ* 
iogt  of  Aagattine,  Oodesehaleas,  Clandias  of  Taria, 
Berenger,  and  others,  were  extant  and  read  by  manjy 
whieh  donbtlets  eoatributed  to  keep  alive  and  to  extend 
the  knowledge  of  evangelieal  truth. 

Upon  a  review  of  this  eenturj,  something  favonrabk 
appears.  Notwithstanding  the  bold  pretensions  and 
rapid  strides  of  the  man  of  sin^  yet  his  very  aadaeiiy 
provokes  the  zeal  of  some  who  dare  to  resist  his  mon- 
strous elaims.  Some  precious  remains  of  gospel  troth 
are  preserved  in  England.  It  looks  as  if  the  lamp 
of  troth  shed  some  cheering  infloenee  upon  the  Val- 
denses  in  Piedmont,  and  npon  the  good  men  ia 
Franee  and  Germany.  We  have  reason  also  to  expeet 
•ome  fruit  from  the  blood  of  the  martyrs  of  Orleans. 
The  witnesses  prophesy  in  saekeloth,  and  ^the  danghttr 
af  Zion  is  covered  with  a  eiood. 
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CHAPl'ER  I. 

The  Soman   Ohureh^-^The  Crusades — Prester  John^^. 
Bernard  ^Becket — Increase  of  Monkery, 

Bt  the  zeatoas  exertions  of  the  popish  missionaries^ 
together  with  the  power  of  the  sword,  the  Christian 
name  gradaally  obtained  in  Europe.  For  the  spaee  of 
ei^ht  hundred  years  a  <;reat  plenitude  of  means  had 
Wen  employed  to  extend  and  establish  an  outward  reli* 
^on.  To  convert  a  few  souls  and  to  plant  a  ehureb^ 
IB  the  days  of  Cyprian,  was  to  awaken  the  fury  of  eivil 
power,  and  to  secure  to  the  laborious  missionary  or 
bishop,  the  stake,  or  the  sword,  or  the  amphitheatre. 
Bot  in  these  ag^s  things  are  widely  different ;  Christian- 
ity  (so  ealled)  is  incorporated  with  the  political  sys- 
tens  of  the  most  powerful  princes  on  the  face  of  the 
etrth :  hence  all  their  eonquests  are  marked  with  the 
^^oftbo  cross;  bishops  follow  in  the  rear  of  their 
umies,  and  baptism  is  g^enerally  the  eonetoding-  part 
of  their  treaties.  By  these  means  the  Roman  ehorch 
obtained  footing,  during  this  century,  among  the  Selavo- 
nians,  Finlanders,  Pomeranians,  and  their  near  neigh- 
boart.  To  give  a  particular  detail  of  these  sonversions 
wonld  he  contrary  to  the  plan  hitherto  pursued. 

The  power  of  antiehristian  Rome  seems  now  to  have 
tttained  its  maturity :  the  kings  of  the  earth  are  pros- 
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Irate  before  the  enUuroned  pontiff;  to  him  they  >ield 
obedieiee  m  to  their  sopreme  lord.  The  papal  chair 
it  the  graad  source  and  eentre  of  all  power  and  opera- 
tion,  and  here  every  lueeessful  enterprise  finds  a  ree^ 
taele  for  its  spoils.  The  ei  usade  in  the  former  century, 
'though  exceedingly  fraught  with  damage  to  tl^ose 
powers  which  had  prosecuted  the  expeditioni  neverthe- 
less,  contributed  greatly  to  the  advancement  and  wealth 
of  the  Soman  see;  it  was  therefore  necessary  that  this 
sacred  war  should  be  maintained|  and  every  exerticui 
applied,  in  order  to  deliver  the  Holy  Land  from  all  that 
polution,  with  which  it  had  been  so  long  defiled  by  its 
infidel  inbabiunts. 

Jerusalem,  Antioeh,  and  Edessa,  were  the  hard-earn- 
ed wages  of  the  first  crusade;  but  the  bold  spirit  and 
warlike  measures  of  the  Saracens  rendered  the  posses- 
sion of  these  conquests  very  precarious :  the  divisions 
and  animosities  of  the  Christian  heroes  contributed  also 
to  inspire  the  iufidels  with  the  hopes  of  regaining  their 
terri(ory,ao  suddenly  and  ui/expectedly  taken  from  them. 
Aecordii'gly,  the  Mahometans  were  ever  on  the  watch| 
and  no  sooner  did  the  Christian  forces  relax  their  vigi- 
lance tban  their  enemies  immediately  advanced  to  the 
charge,  and  exceedingly  diitressed  the  soldiers  of  the 
cross.  Edessa  fell  back  into  the  hands  of  its  former 
masters,  and  Jerusalem  and  Antioch  were  threatened 
with  the  same  fate.  The  Christian  cause  thus  becom- 
ing desperate,  application  was  necessarily  made  to  the 
powerful  Roman  pontiff.  But  to  bring  together  a  force 
equal  to  such  an  enterprise  was  do  easy  matter,  espe- 
eiall}  as  the  princes  and  their  people  had  not  quite  for- 
gotten their  ill  success  in  a  former  campaign.  The  pope 
exhorted,  admnnit^hed,  and  called  to  the  war,  but  the 
subject  «f  ^  second  crusade  was  long  debated  ia  the 
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seYeral  etbinets  of  Europe,  before  the  rojal  Christian 
warriors  eoatd  be  preyailed  on  to  assemble  under  the 
saered  banner,  and  the  whole  seheme  had  doubtless 
faiFed,  had  not  the  hold  enterprising  spirit  of  the  famous 
Bervard,  abbot  of  Clairral,  roused  to  aetion.  This 
eloqneot  and  zealous  ecclesiastic,  like  his  predecessor* 
I'^ter  the  Hermit,  left  bis  convent,  and  became  the  in- 
defatigable minister  of  the  Cross,  France  and  Ger* 
maoj  were  presently  inflamed  with  the  enthusiastie 
spirit,  and  not  only  the  common  people  were  prevailed 
•n  to  listen,  but  in  a  grand  assembly  at  Vezelai,  eon* 
sbtiog  of  the  king,  queen,  and  nobilit  j,  Bernard  sue- 
eeeded  so  far  as 'to  engage  all  these  in  the  glorious 
ctuse.  Conrad,  emperor  of  Germany,  for  a  while  de- 
anirrcd ;  but  the  justness  of  the  measure,  and  the  ear* 
taiatj  of  success,  being  so  clearly  pointed  out  by  tho 
tbkt,  he  was  at  length  prevailed  npon  to  join  the 
Pr«Dch  monarch  in  the  expedition.  These  two  power« 
M  princes,  each  at  the  head  of  a  numerons  army,  set , 
tffibrPflJestine,  and  in  order  to  render  their  march  as 
cisy  and  expeditious  as  possible,  they  chose  diiFerent 
rtates ;  but  alas  I  the  solemn  assurances  of  Bernard, 
with  which  these  soldiers  were  inspired,  proved  no  bar- 
Hers  against  those  difficulties  which  rolled  in  upon  them 
froii  every  quarter.  Betrayed  by  the  pretended  friend- 
ibip  of  the  Greeks,  wasted  by  the  sword,  by  famine, 
aad  by  shipwreck,  few  of  these  mighty  men  reached  the 
Htly  Land  ;  and  so  weakened  and  reduced  was  thia 
graad  army,  that  it  was  deemed  politic  by  the  leaden 
ts  colleet  the  scattered  remnanu  together,  and  return 
tt  Europe :  and  truly  a  pitiable  story  they  had  to  tell— > 
for  oot  above  a  tenth  part  of  their  vast  body  saw  their 
several  native  countries  again.  Thus  ended  the  second 
flrasade,  which  wai  undertaken  in  the  years  1147-9-^' 
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This  dtsaitrout  adventure  only  eonlributed  to  the  in- 
fidel eause.  Saladin,  famoat  in  the  history  of  the  Ma- 
hometan aehievementtt  ayailing  himself  of  the  distressed 
state  of  the  erasaders,  brought  his  army  against  Jemsa- 
lem,  and  after  a  hard-fought  battle,  reduced  it  to  snb« 
jeetion,  and  made  the  king  prisoner.  Dreadful  was  tba 
efee'ts  of  this  conquest ;  Judea  was  drenehed  with  blood, 
thousands  of  unhappy  Christians  were  sold  for  slaveS| 
and  (he  eross  lerelled  with  the  dust 

The  cause  of  the  church  in  the  East  becoming  tbua 
desperate,  a  third  crusade  was  resolved  upon,  a.  d. 
1189.  The  parties  of  which  it  was  formed  werel^hilip 
of  France,  Frederic  of  Germany,  and  Richard  of  Eng- 
land. The  powerful  exertions  of  these  several  mon- 
archs  only  prolonged  the  ^  war  without  obtaining  tha 
wished-for  object.  Saladin  continued  master  of  Judea^ 
and  the  only  result  of  this  expedition,  favoorable  totha 
Christian  cause,  was  a  truce  for  three  years,  three 
months,  and  three  days,  into  which  Richard  entered 
with  the  conqueror  of  Jerusalem.  These  emsadea  gave 
rise  to  those  three  orders  of  knighthood  which  in  after 
ages  became  so  Ikmous  %  Khighta  of  St  John  of  Jmcsa* 
ton,  Knights  Templars^  and  Teutmic  Kkights.  The 
establishment  of  these  orders  at  first  was  designed  for 
the  purpose  of  succouring  and  defending  the  holy  pil- 
grims in  their  visit  to  the  sacred  sepulchre  at  Jerusalem, 
ti^ther  with  forwarding  the  great  object  of  the  Holy 
war. 

If  we  turn  our  attention  a  little  ft*om  Romish  affairs^ 
and  direct  it  towards  the  Nestorian  church,  we  shall  he 
struck  with  vicissitudes  in  that  department  of  Christian 
tenritory,  somewhat  similar  to  4hose  which  have  just 
passed  in  review.  The  Nestorians,  as  we  have  seen, 
had  carried  their  doctrines  with  aonsideraUo  snoocss  in- 
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to  the  Eastern  provinces  of  Asia.  Among  their  eon- 
rerts  was  a  Tartar  chieftain,  who  had  not  onlj  submit- 
ted (o  baplism,  bat  had  taken  the  order  of  presbyter,  and 
noited  the  eharaeter  of  the  priest  with  that  of  the  sol- 
dier :  an  assoeiation  not  very  likely  to  serve,  nltimately, 
the  Christian  cause,  and  so  it  proved.  Upon  the  death 
of  a  powerfal  prince  in  these  regions,  this  elericai 
warrior  had  a  mind  to  succeed  in  the  government.  Ae- 
eordingly,  by  a  careful  and  bold  arrangement  of  means,  . 
the  way  was  opened  to  the  throne^  and  he  was  acknow- 
ledged by  the  people  as  their  monarch.  The  religion 
of  the  prince  became  of  course  the  religion  of  the  sub- 
]ectt,  and  so  Nestorianism  was  favoured  with  an  estab- 
ItsbmeBt,  and  began  to  think  of  vying  with  Rome  and 
CoDttantinople,  to  which  sees  this  Asiatic  patriarch  (lad 
directed  his  boasting  epistles.  But  the  glory  of  this  new- 
erected  hierarchy  lasted  not  long :  upon  the  death  of 
this  fortunate  princely  presbyter,  his  successor  was  una- 
ble to  maintain  his  claim,  and  th  •  kingdom  passed  into 
bands  not  s»  favourable  to  the  Nestorian  faith,  and  thus 
this  Christian  sect  was  reduced  to  a  state  far  more  piti- 
able and  adverse  than  it  was  in  before  its  short-lived 
promotion.  This  extraordinary  character  is  known  in 
history  by  the  denomination  of  Pr  ester  John,  a  name 
by  which  he  was  kno^n  before  his  elevation  to  the 
throne,  and  by  which  he  -was  distinguislied  till  his 
death,  though  in   the  annals  of -his  court  he  is  called 

The  internal  stale  of  the  Roman  church  appears  to 
^  one  grand  mass  of  corruption.  It  is  possible  that  in 
the  more  secret  and  remote  comers  of  that  communion, 
9<niie  few  individuals  might  walk  with  God,  and  main- 
tain the  \%h  of  religion ;  but  among  the  visible  and  ac- 
tive members,  no  character  can  be  produced  that  de- 
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serref  a  plaee  among  the  faithfal  terrants  of  Jeset.  Ftr 
want  of  a  more  deeided  and  oneqaivoeal  witneof.  mum 
hiftoriani  have  brooght  forward  Bernard.  Indeed  the 
writings  of  this  man^  in  a  great  variety,  speak  the  laa- 
goage  of  a  truly  evangelical  and  eiperimental  Chrii- 
tian ;  but  it  is  to  be  feared  that  all  this  good  was  bor- 
rowed,  or  what  is  worse,  stolen ;  for  his  practiee  gave 
all  his  profession  the  lie.  Bernard  eould  work  mira- 
cles, burn  heretics,  promise  success  in  the  name  of  God 
to  the  crusades,  and  in  every  thing  he  sought  the  ag- 
grandizement of  the  papal  see.  In  Bernard  the  famous 
Abelard*  found  a  formidable  antagonnt :  whieh,  in  t 
moral  point  of  view,  was  the  best  man,  b  difficult  to 
say. 

So  desirable  was  the  papal  chair,  that  great  was  (be 
struggling  among  the  cardinals  for  the  possession  of  it, 
and  often  it  happened  that  two  rival  popes,  at  the  tame 
time,  were  elected  to  it.  Peace  never  reigned  long  amid 
IbriouB  ecclesiastics,  seeking  every  one  his  gain  from  his 
quarter}  and  it  is  really  wonderful  haw  the  papaey  ma- 
naged  to  keep  all  the  temporal  powers  united  to  its  in- 
terest. A  striking  instance  of  the  domination  of  die 
Roman  bishop,  and  the  servile  imbeeility  of  an  English 
monarch,  we  have  in  the  matter  of  Thomas  a  Becket, 
archbishop  of  Canterbury.  Henry  the  Second  making 
some  regulations  in  his  kingdom,  by  whieh  he  was  sup- 
posed i(^ infringe  upon  the  prerogatives  of  the  elergy, 
Becket  took  fire,  and  in  the  most  insolent  and  arrogant 
manner  opposed  the  king.  Some  of  the  courtiers,  in- 
censed at  the  temerity  of  the  priest,  resolved  upon  ven- 
geance, which  they  effected  by  assassinating  him  while 

*  TbU  if  the  Abelsrd  exhibited  by  Pope  in  hit  poeticel  wt^ 
iofi. 
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before  (he  altar  at  erening  prayers.  The  blame  uf  this 
murder  wa«  of  coarse  east  upoo  Henry,  and  after  long 
debate,  the  king  was  obliged  to  humble,  by  submitting 
to  a  ievere  flagellation,  performed  by  the  monks  at 
Beeket's  tomb,  and  to  acknowledge  himself  and  sueces«> 
fors  the  most  homble  servants  of  the  pope. 

In  this  eentury  great  addition  was  made  to  the  monk* 
ish  orders,  a  elass  of  reputed  ehuruhmen^  already  over- 
growB,  and  by  far  the  vilest  of  mankind.  But  these 
nlghtily  assisted  St.  Peter,  and  therefore  their  increase 
and  support  were  a  matter  of  great  moment.  A  partie- 
alar  account  of  these  several  orders  would  be  foreign  to 
the  purpose  in  hand.  The  institution  of  the  Oarmelitea 
is  worthy  of  notice,  only  to  shew  the  sad  spirit  of  the 
tioies.  These  boasted  of  the  prophet  Elijah  as  their 
fouadtr,  and  asserted  that  Jonah,  Micaiah,  Elisha, 
Ohadiah,  wera  of  the  monastery  of  Carmel,  and  that 
Obadiah's  wife  was  the  first  abbess.  The  bald  head  of 
Eiishatoo  was  called  in  to  sanction  the  practice  of  shay- 
iBi;  tbe  crown.  How  exceedingly  low  must  have  been 
the  state  of  the  human  mind,  when  sneh  gross  impost- 
tisfls  and  stnpid  inventions,  could  pass  for  the  raligion 
sf  Jesus  Christ  I 

Bites  and  ceremonies,  by  tkis  time,  were  enormous  ; 
the  list  of  canonized  saints  was  swelled  to  an  amazing 
balk,  aad  the  Virgin  Mary  kad  so  obtained  with  the  peo- 
pie,  thai  the  worship  of  Qod  and  the  gospel  of  Jcsos 
were  oat  of  tight^  and  oot  of  mind. 
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OpposUions  to  the  prevailing  SuperOiHans^Calheri^ 
Pettr  d€  Bruys—PeUr  Waldo. 

Tames  were  now  earned  to  tneh  a  piteli  Vy  the 
elmreli  lords,  that  bo  sober  enlightened  mind  eonld  look 
«n,  witboQt  ^hing  for  refbrmation.  The  abominations 
of  the  eatholie  ehoreh  were  too  proTalent,  and  too  obTi- 
ons  to  be  asy  longer  borne  by  men  of  piety  and  honesty : 
thus  all  wImi  wottU  have  an  opinion  of  their  own  were 
under  the  neoessity  of  beeoming  reformers  and  protes- 
tants.  Not  that  we  ean  justify,  upon  the  prineiples  of 
tfie  New  Testament,  all  and  every  thing  adraneed  by 
Aose  who  opposed  the  preTsiling  laperstitions  *,  nor  is 
it  indeed  likely,  that  men  jnst  emerging  out  of  sueh  tfaiek 
darkness  shoald  be  able  to  diseeni  ofajeets  around  them 
with  all  that  elearness  common  to  those  in  the  habit  of 
using  their  ▼isive  fi&eulties  in  open  daylight.  Henee 
ure  shall  find  it  necessary  to  exercise  our  candour  while 
we  attend  to  the  various  sentiments  of  those  who  waxed 
hold  enough  to  dispute  with  holy  father,  and  Ten- 
lured  to  assert  their  right  to  think,  and  to  think  differ- 
ently too,  from  the  keepers  of  the  keys  of  both  future 
worlds. 

This  period  brought  into  notice  a  sect  called  Massa- 
lians  or  Buehites,  both  of  which  names  signify  prnying 
persons.  These  declared  against  the  formality  and  will- 
worship  of  ihp  day,  and  gave  themselves  up  to  a  retired 
and  eontemplative  life.  Whether  these  were  a  branch 
of  the  Mtfsties^  or  of  the  Fauliciau$,  or  of  both  combio- 
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ed  it  diffieaU  to  determine.  Thej  were  ehti^d  by 
their  enemies  with  holding  dangeroot  errors ;  but  it 
leemt  most  probable  that  their  greatest  error  lay  in  a 
deep-rooted  dislike  to  the  papaey. 

As  these  different  seets  saw  fit  to  dissent  from  tho 
ebarch  eatholie,  so  they  on  their  own  principles  had  an 
equal  right  to  dissent  from  each  other.  From  the  £a* 
ebites  sprang  another  branch  of  troubles  to  the  priestly 
goTcmment,  failed  Bogomiles,  or  crying  for  merty. 
BastKus,  the  leader  of  this  seet,  was  put  to  death  for 
\iu  reputed  heresies;  but  whether  his  doctrine  was  as 
dangeroas  as  enemies  represent,  is  hard  to  say,  for  the 
judgment  of  the  papal  authority  is  a  poor  criterion. 

The  Catheri,  or  Puritans,  distinguished  themselves 
by  two  grand  testimonies  to  their  honour ;  the  sound- 
less of  their  doctrines,  and  the  purity  of  their  lives  : 
but  they  were  avowed  protesters  against  the  popedom^ 
for  which  they  felt  the  power  and  the  fury  of  St.  fier- 
nard,  and  of  others  round  the  papal  chair.  Some  of 
this  sect  suffered  severely  in  England.  By  the  order  of 
Beary  the  Second,  they  were  burned  in  the  forehead 
with  a  hot  iron,  whipped  through  Oxford^  had  their 
ekthes  eat  off'by  their  girdles,  and  turned  into  the  open 
fields,  none  being  allowed  to  succour  them,  they  per- 
ished with  cold  and  hunger. 

Peter  de  Bruys,  in  Provence,  appeared  at  the  head  of 
iuother  sect,  wEo  aAer  him  were  called  Petrobrusians. 
Peter  lost  his  life  in  the  propagation  of  his  doetrines  ; 
bat  hu  followers  were  not  thereby  silenced  ;  they  con- 
tinued to  exclaim  against  popery,  purgatory,  transub- 
stantiatioa,  and  other  like  innovations. 

Ifany  others  might  be  noticed,  some  more  pure,  and 
soma  more  eorrupt,  in  their  sentiments,  who  inveighad 
sgaiost  the  ruling  abominations ;  bat  the  most  remark- 
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alile,  and  vrorthy  of  a  place  in  this  chapter,  was  the  re- 
■owned  Peter  Waldo,  a  rery  regpeetable  eitizen  and 
•potent  merehant  of  Lyons.     His  conrersion  to  God  was 
•eeasioned  bj  the  sodden  death  of  a  friend,  upon  which 
he  betook  himself  to  the  study  of  the  scriptures  :  finding 
in  them  the  way  of  salvation,  he  longed  to  be  the  in- 
strument of  teaching  others  also  ^  but  the  sacred  word 
was  locked  up  from  the  common  people  in  an  unknown 
tongue.     This  unhappy  circumstance  Waldo  resolved  to 
remove  as  far  as  his  influence  might  reach.     Accord- 
ingly, with  the  help  of  a  priest,  he  produced  a  French 
translation  of  the  four  gospels,  and  some  other  books  of 
the  New  Testament.     This  work  not  only  contributed 
greatly   to  confirm    him  in  his  hatred  (o  the  papal  eys« 
tem,  but  also  gave  him  an  enlarged  opportimiiy  of  in- 
structing others.     He   relinquished  his  profession  as  a 
merehant,  and  distributed  his  wealth  among  the  poor. 
Devoting  himself  to  the  ministry  of  the  word,  disciples 
soon  flocked  around  him,  and  congregations  were  form- 
ed.   The  archbishop  of  Lyons  becoming  uneasy  by  these 
attempts  of  the  reformer,  forbad  him  to  teach  and  to 
preach  any  more,  on  pain  of  excommunication ;  but  Wal- 
do's heart  was  in  the  work,  and  the  hearts  of  many  oth- 
ers, through  his  medium,  were  brought  under  a  like  bias. 
He  therefore  resolutely  held  on  his  way,  and  through  the 
instrumentality   of  this  great  man,  numerous  societies 
were  formed  in  various  parts  of  the  kingdom.     After 
such  indefatigable  labour  for  the  space  of  three  year<, 
Lyons  was  no  longer  a  place  of  safety.     Waldo  fled  in- 
to Dauphiny,  and  many  of  his  adherents  with  him  ;  so 
that  by  the  means  of  persecution,  as  in  old  times,  tlie 
word  of  the  Lord  was  abundantly  more  extended  and 
propagated.     The  contiguity  of  Dauphiny  to  the  valliet 
of  Piedmont  rendered  the  escape  of  this  apostle  thither 
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a  great  bletsing  to  the  Valdeoses :  thoog^  it  is  aseertaia 
wbet^  Peter  ever  visited  them  or  net,  jtt  it  is  elear 
Biaaj  of  his  followers  did,  and  earried  with  them  th# 
traoflatloo  of  the  word  of  life.  From  Daaphin j  he  was 
driren  into  Pieardj;  this  also  eoatribated  to  his  sueeesa 
-^  e?erj  plaee  the  Holy  Ohost  gave  witness  to  the 
tniths  he  taoght,  aad  the  holy  life  he  pursued. 

The  sneeesa  of  Waldo  exposed  him  and  his  followers 
to  great  perseeotion.  60  numerous  were  his  diseiples 
in  Pieardjr  that  thej  attracted  the  notice  of  Philip  Aa- 
gistos,  ^  one  of  the  most  prudent  and  sagaeions  prineea 
wbieh  France  ever  saw."  But  prudence  and  sagaoity 
hare  nothing  to  do  in  the  conduct  of  a  prinee  when  he 
it  blinded  hj  religious  prejudiecy  and  devoted  to  the  see 
if  Rome.  Thus  it  was  with  Philip,  and  the  poor  Wat- 
deaies  felt  the  power  of  his  arm.  Though  thebe8t>and 
■est  quiet  of  his  subjects,  jet  ho  brought  his  soldieri 
against  them,  destroyed  their  houses,  desolated  their 
towns,  and  drove  multitudes  of  them  into  Flanders,  and 
eten  with  fire  and  sword  followed  them  thither  alsOf 
To  escape  the  forj  of  the  enemy,  Waldo  fled  into  Ger^ 
maay,  and  at  last  settled  in  Bohemia,  where  he  eudei 
bis  days  in  peace  about  the  year  ii79,  after  a  career  of 
Bear  twenty  years,  during  whieh  time  he  saw  a  grcil 
part  of  Europe  enlightened  by  his  nieans« 

The  doctrines  taught  by  Waldo  appear  to  be  the  grand 
priaeiples  on  whieh  stands  the  Reformation.  The  lead* 
isg  truths  he  taught,  were,  The  sole  soffieienoy  of  seri|^ 
tare  in  oppooition  to  all  human  tradition— *the  atonement 
of  Christ — the  influence  of  the  Spirit  in  renewing  and 
ta«8tifying  believers.  As  to  things  of  less  momenti 
•trict  uniformity  was  not  maintained.  8ome  of  the 
WaMenfiCH  received  and  some  rejeeted,  tofaot  baptism. 
The  church  officers  were  divided  into  three  classes,  sooh 
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MM  bithopsy  presbyters  and  deaeons,  thoa|^  Bot  always 
. exactly  so  deneminated.  The  sappoK  of  their  pastort 
was  as  the  eireomstanees  of  the  times  would  allow ;  to 
work  with  their  own  haads  was  often  neeessary,  bat 
■ever  formed  an  article  of  discipline. 

Testimonies  in  favour  of  the  Waldeases  may  be  ob- 
tained  innnmerable,  even  from  their  enemies.  From  this 
ample  and  unequivocal  store  of  evidence  a  short  quota* 
tion  or  two  must  sufBce.  A  pontifical  inquisitor  says, 
these  <<  Heretics  are  known  by  their  manners,  in  behav- 
iour they  are  composed  and  modest,  and  no  pride  ap- 
pears in  their  apparel."  By  other  popish  writers  it  ie 
said,  ^  It  much  strengthens  the  Waldenses  that,  their 
heresy  excepted,  they  generally  live  a  purer  life  than 
other  Christians.— In  morals  and  life  they  are  good, 
true  in  words,  unanimous  in  brotherly  love,  but  their 
faith  is  incorrigible  and  vile." — ^^  They  can  all  read  and 
write ;  you  scarce  find  a  boy  among  them  who  cannot 
give  an  intelligent  account  of  the  faith  which  they  pro- 
fess. They  pay  tribute  with  a  good  conscience,  and  the 
obligation  of  this  duty  is  peculiarly  noted  in  the  eonfes- 
•ien  of  their  faith." 

A  variety  of  circumstances  contributed  to  form  the 
Ibllowcrs  of  Peter  Waldo  into  one  body  with  the  origin- 
al Valdensesor  inhabitants  of  the  vallies.  1  hat  Peter 
derives)  his  opinions  from  the  same  source  as  they  did  is 
▼cry  clear,  and  some  have  thought  his  surname,  Yaldo, 
or  Waldo,  was  given  him  from  his  having  embraced 
their  views,  and  that  he  was  rather  their  disciple,  tfaaa 
they  his.  Be  all  this  as  it  may,  in  subsequent  ages  they 
are  one  people,  and  are  denominated  \l  aldkkses,  as 
were  also  many  others  who  embraced  any  tenets  against 
the  prevailing  superstition. 

It  is  evideii^  that  the  Waldcnsian  churches  were  mads 
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ttpof  Tariou  teeis,  holding  a  variety  of  opinions  oa 
abureh  government  and  discipline,  but  what  is  their  glo* 
rj  thej  seem  to  preserve  a  harmony  beyond  what  is  at- 
tained in  mveh  later  ages,  liiey  suffer  not  the  non-es- 
sential points  of  doctrine  and  worship  to  break  up  and 
destroy  the  essential  bonds  of  affection  and  discipline. 
Thos  they  become  an  example  of  patience  and  forbear- 
ance, of  purity  and  of  love,  which  the  sects  of  more  mo- 
denr  ages  would  do  well  to  imitate.  And  why  may  not 
Christians  of  niodern  times  more  closely  imitate  these 
Waldensea.  We  profess  to  have  more  light,  greater 
Advantages,  and  to  aim  at  higher  attainments  in  relig- 
ioa;  we  even  profess  to  admire  these  good  people,  and  yet 
hew  few  of  us  imitate  their  highest  excellencies.  They 
walked  in  love,  they  were  not  a  sect,  but  a  great  body  of 
Christians  in  one  communion,  made  up  of  many  sects  ; 
or  rather  all  sectaries  were  lost  in  one  fellowship.  They 
•ontendcd  for  the  faith,  this  was  Chrisiianity^^io  eon^ 
tend  for  mere  forms  they  conceived  to  be  bigotry. 
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CHAPTER  L 

jH^  Church  of  Borne — mHendicant  OrderS'^InqmsUum 
-^Itistitution  of  the  Jubilee. 

To  pvrsae  the  historj  of  (he  popedom  i«  to  attead  a 
train  of  eveott  at  foreign  to  the  operation§  of  Christiani- 
ty ae  the  exploits  of  JaliusCsesar  are  to  the  ministrj  of 
Jetns  Christ*  The  ehief  employment  of  the  Roman  pon- 
liiF  lies  in  raising  and  setting  forward  erosading  ar> 
■lies,  in  creating  monarehs,  or  deposing  those  created 
hj  others,  in  levying  tributes,  in  giving  laws,  in  forming 
intrigoes,  in  sowing  sedition,  and  in  every  work  eharae- 
teristie  of  this  depraved  world,  and  of  the  world  below; 
and  yet  all  under  the  holy  and  venerable  name  of  Chris- 
tianity. 

A  very  singular  instanee  of  papal  usurpation  and  ar* 
roganee  we  have  in  the  history  of  John,  king  of  England. 
Innoeent  the  Third  had  imposed  Langton  as  archbishop 
of  Canterbury,  ebntrary  to  the  will  of  the  king,  and  to 
the  eleetion  of  another  appointed  in  a  legal  way.  This 
Langton  was  a  ereature  of  the  pope,  and  it  was  the  sov- 
ereign \%ill  of  his  holiness  that  he  should,  contrary  to  all 
law  and  rule,  be  acknowledged  in  the  see.  To  this 
John  peremptorily  objected,  set  the  pope  at  de£ajice, 
and  proceeded  to  discover  his  u  rath  against  the  Roman 
father,  by  moot  severely  proceeding  against  all  his  ehil- 
dren  in  England,  who  had  appeared  at  all  influenced  by 
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the  pope  in  the  ehoiee  of  Laogtoo.  Innoeent  at  fir^ 
attempted  to  gain  John  over  hj  lenitive  roeaBores  ;  he 
wrote  to  him  a  eonciliatory  letter,  attended  with  some 
precious  symbols  or  relies  from  the  saered  treasnres  of 
the  eharch.  But  John  was  not  thus  to  he  paeified;  h« 
proceeded  to  greater  violence,  and  the  pope  in  return 
was  not  wanting  in  measures  equally  strong  and  decisive. 
The  whole  kingdom  was  laid  under  a  papal  interdict, 
the  consequence  of  which  was,  <<  The  nation  was  of  a 
sudden  deprived  of  all  exterior  exercises  of  religion  ;  the 
altars  were  despoiled  of  their  ornaments  $  the  crosses, 
the  reliques,  the  images,  the  statues  of  the  saints,  were 
laid  on  the  ground  ;  and  as  if  the  air  itself  was  profan- 
ed, and  rorglit  pollute  them  by  its  contact,  the  priests 
carefully  covered  them  up  even  from  their  own  approach 
and  veneration.  The  use  of  bells  entirely  ceased  in  all 
the  charehes,  the  bells  were  removed  from  the  steeples, 
and  laid  in  the  ground,  with  other  sacred  utensils.  Mast 
was  celebrated  wfth  the  doors  «hut,  and  none  hut  th% 
prie^tts  were  admitted  to  that  holy  institution.  The 
laity  partook  of  no  religions  rite  except  baptism  te  new- 
bom  infants,  and  the  communion  to  the  dying.  The 
dead  were  not  interred  in  consecrated  ground ;  they  were 
thrown  into  ditches,  or  buried  in  common  fields,  and 
their  obsequies  were  not  attended  with  prayer  or  any 
hallowed  ceremony.  Marriage  was  celebrated  in  the 
ebvreh-yard  ;  and  that  every  action  in  life  might  bear 
the  marks  uf  this  dreadful  situation,  the  people  were 
prohibited  the  use  of  meat  as  in  Lent ;  were  debarred 
from  all  pleasures  ;  were  forbidden  even  to  salute 
each  other,  or  so  much  as  to  shave  (heir  beards  Ev- 
ery eireomstance  earried  symptoms  of  the  deepest  dis- 
tress, and  of  the  most  immediate  apprehension  of  divine 
▼engeanee  and  indignation."— (Humb.) 
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These  meaof ,  tho«gli  severe,  and  calcuUted  to  exeite 
the  greatest  alarm,  redueed  nat  John  to  ohedienee,  and 
holy  Inaoeent  proceeded  to  shew  the  obstinate  monarch 
that  these  things  were  onlj  the  slight  prelusive  drop* 
pings  of  a  storm  jet  to  come.  The  thunders  of  the  Va- 
tiean  presently  succeeded,  and  John  was  exeommunicat* 
ed ;  his  people  were  absolved  from  their  oath  of  allegi* 
ance ;  the  throne  of  England  was  declared  vacant,  and 
the  crown  offered'  to  Philip  of  France,  provided  lie 
would  assemble  his  forces  and  invade  the  domiaiona  of 
the  deposed,  degraded  king.  Every  preparation  was 
made,  and  nothing  remained  for  the  trembling  prince 
bat  obediciiee  or  certain  destruction.  It  was  impossible 
for  John  to  make  head  against  these  usurpations ;  his 
•tti^ts  loved  him  too  little  to  stand  by  the  dignity  of 
his  crown  and  kingdom.  At  this  prisis  the  pope  dis- 
pat^cd  Pandolf  his  legate  to  treat  with  John.  Dover 
was  the  place  of  meeting.  The  legate  wrought  upon 
the  mind  of  the  king  by  representing  to  him  the  great 
danger  he  was  in  from  the  wrath  of  the  church,  from 
the  ambition  of  Philip,  and  from  the  disaffected  state  of 
his  own  people.  John  was  brought  to  terms,  and  to  the 
most  humiliating  terms  too.  He  agreed  to  repair  the  in- 
juries done  to  the  clergy  during  his  displeasure ;  to  pay 
a  considerable  sum  to  the  pope,  to  acknowledge  Lang- 
ton,  to  give  over  his  kingdom  to  the  pontiff  and  his  sue- 
cessors,  and  to  hold  his  authority  amenable  to  the  holy 
see.  All  this  was  strictly  fulfilled.  John  prostrated 
himself  before  Pandolf,  the  representative  of  his  holiness, 
and  l&id  his  crown  and  sceptre  at  his  feet.  These  em- 
blems of  royalty  the  proud  legate  retained  five  days,  and 
tkea  returned  them  to  the  unworthy  monarch  as  the  Ik- 
vonr  of  Rome.  Blessed  be  God,  such  a  day  of  pontii- 
cal  domination  is  passed,  never  more  to  rotnrn ! 
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The  great  advantaget  arising  to  the  Roman  see  front 
the  erosades,  indaeed  the  pontiffs  to  exert  their  utmost 
is  keeping  aKve  the  saered  flame  of  holy  war.  These 
experiments  npon  the  infidel  inhabitancs  of  Palestine  had 
ill  repaid  those  prinees  who  had  been  weak  enougli  to 
•ngage  in  them  $  but  the  battle  was  asserted  to  be  God's, 
ftot  nan's :  therefore  to  draw  baek  was  to  enHst  with 
the  enemies  of  the  eross.  8uch  were  the  eajolertes  of 
tke  artful  Roman  bishop,  that  he  eontrired  to  keep  up  a 
elate  of  warfare,  which,  while  it  proved  destruetiTe  to 
dose  engaged  in  it,  brought  abundance  of  wealth  and 
power  to  himself.  During  this  century,  the  several 
prinees  of  Europe  were  prevailed  on  to  lead  their  ar* 
■lies  again  into  those  distant  countries  rendered  dear  to 
the  ehureh  by  the^epulchre  of  Jesus,  and  the  tombs  of  so 
■lanj  holy  men.  The  particular  circumstances  attend- 
ag  these  several  expeditions  cannot  be  made  the  sub- 
ject of  our  detail ;  suffice  it  to  say  all  proved  abortive  as 
it  respected  the  conquest  of  Palestine,  and  the  Mahom- 
etaa  arms  became  victorious. 

In  order  to  spread  the  Christian  name  and  to  estab- 
lish Roman  authority,  no  means  were  unworthy,  if  suc- 
cessful. Hence  the  remnant  of  paganism  in  the  north- 
em  provinces,  which  refused  to  yield  to  missionary  ef- 
forts, was  compelled  at  the  point  of  the  sword,  to  ae-  ^ 
knowledge  the  god  of  Rome.  But  what  the  outward 
ehureh  gained  by  these  means  in  £urope,  was  lost  by 
the  spread  of  the  Mahometan  delusion  in  the  East. 
Neither  the  zeal  of  the  Ncstorians,  nor  the  power  of  the 
eatholies,  could  make  head  against  the  captivating  sys- 
tem of  the  Koran. 

Bat  Mahometan  or  pagan  enemies  were  not  half  so 
formidable    as  those  uow  rising  in  the  bosom  of  the 
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ehureb :  men  tliat  ealled  'themselves  ChristiaiiSy  and 
their  spiritmal  rulers  antiehrist.  To  dispute  the  preten- 
sioBS  of  the  popedom  was  the  greatest  sin,  and  tend- 
ed to  awaken  the  greatest  alarm  i  therefore  it  was 
the  wisdom  of  those  times  to  invent  and  apply  rem- 
edies  snited  to  sneb  desperate  eases.  The  seeolar 
am  had  been  employed  in  the  holj  work  of  suppressing 
heresy  ;  but  kings  and  magistrates,  and  seeular  eharae- 
tersy  were  not  likely  to  exercise  the  best  judgment  in  af- 
fairs so  nearly  connected  with  the  souls,  of  men  ;  there- 
fore it  was  thought  most  for  the  safety  of  holy  chureh, 
and  the  purity  of  Christian  discipline,  that  persons  of  a 
sacred  and  spiritual  calling  should  be  engaged  in  the 
all-important  work  of  finding  out,  and  bringing  to  con- 
dign punishment,  obstinate  heretics.  Through  the  indo- 
lence and  sensuality  of  the  numerous  monkish  orders, 
heresy  had  been  permitted  to  take  root,  and  many  a  boM 
and  adventurous  heretic  had  been  permitted  to  publish 
his  errors  and  to*eonfirni  his  doctrines  am6ng  men. 
Suited  to  this  iioly  purpose,  came  forward  the  mendi- 
cant friars — a  class  of  ecclesiastics  content  to  be  house- 
less, without  purse  or  scrip,  wandering  from  place  to 
place,  and  begging  their  daily  bread  from  door  to  door. 
The  superior  sanctity  of  this  order  raised  them  exeeed- 
ingly  high  in  the  esteem  of  tlie  people.  The  pope  saw 
*  it  his  interest  to  give  them  his  most  cordial  sanction, 
and  to  invest  them  with  peculiar  authority  to  extirpate, 
by  all  means,  those  gross  heresies  which  threatened  the 
destruction  of  the  catholic  church.  Ihe  meudicaot 
body  increasing  so  rapidly,  it  was  found  necessary  to 
divide  them  into  four  distinct  tribes-^Dominieans, 
Fransciscans,  Carmelites,  and  Hermits  of  St.  Augustine  • 
the  two  former  of  these  rendered  themselves  most  coo- 
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ipieuous  bj  tlieir  zeal  for  the  Roman  see,  and  bj  their 
haired  to  eaeh  other.* 

In  order  to  render  the  efforts  of  the«e  <<  herety-hant- 
en'^  taeeessful  on  behalf  of  the  holj  ehareh,  it  was 
foand  necessary  to  invest  ihem  with  a  peea liar  kind  df 
authority,  and  to  form  them  into  ednrts,  afterwards  call* 
ed  the  holy  inqumtioiu    This     , 

HORRIBLE  AND  INFERJiiitf  COURT  OF  INQUISITION 


was  established  firnat  Toulouse,  in  '^ranee,  the 
grand  seat  of  heresy.  Ajt  fimt,  things  in  these  courts 
were  not  earried  with  saeb  a  heavy  hand  as  after- 
ward, when  every  civil  and  political  institution 
was  prostrated  at  their  feet.  In  a  short  time  these 
courts  obtained  in  almost  every  province  through- 
out Korope,  at  least  wherever  the  people  were  sus- 
pected oT  heresy.  When  these  tribunals  were  brought 
to  maturity,  they  proved  a  most  powerful  engine 
wherewith  to  afilict  the  church  df  God,  and  toper- 
feet  thje  system  of  pontifical  depravity-  *^  These  courts 
haTC  ordinarily  three  inquisitors  or  lords  ofthf  inquisi' 
tton,  who  are  absolute  judges,  from  whose  sentence 
there  lies  no  appeal — no,  not  to  the  pope :  of  these^ 
two,  and  often  all  three,  are  priests*  The  first  is  a 
divine,  the  seeond  a  casuist,  and  the  third  a  civil  Judg^. 
They  have  under  them  a  great  number  of  qualificiUorsf 

*  Francis  the  founder  of  that  order  bearing  bis  nume,  was  cer- 
tain]/ an  extraordinary  man,  but  all  his  talents  lie  on  the  nde  of 
superstition  and  error.  He  bore  in  his  body  ^v^*  v>oundi^  resem- 
blioff  the  wounds  of  the  crucified  Saviour,  which  ha  asserted 
were  impressed  on  him  as  a  miraculous  favour  from  Heaven.  On 
account  of  these  wounds,  his  followers  exalted  his  character  to 
an  equality  with  that  of  the  Son  of  God  ;  and  it  became  the  oe- 
camon  of  mw^  bk^emy  and  disputing.  .* 

Y 
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who,  bj  order  of  the  lordSf  examine  the  erimet  alleged 
agaiDst  the  prisoners,  somewhat  in  the  manner  of  oar 
jaries ;  and /anuZtars,  who,  by  inspetting  of  books,  min* 
gling  themselves  into  eompanies,  and  other  similar  me- 
thodsy  procure  information.  ^  Of  these  a$$istant8^  rhieflj 
of  the /ami/iars,  several  hundreds  sometimea  belong  to 
one  court.  When  anj  person  is  aeeused,  the  aeeusa- 
tion  is  received  in  secret.  The  testimonj  of  two,  or 
sometimes  of  one,  is  held  sufficient  foj*  condemnation. 
The  accoseil  is  generally  at  midnight  demanded  by  the 
eoaeh  of  the  inquUUion ;  nor  dare  even  a  husband,  a 
wife^  a  parent,  or  a  ehild^in  the  least  retard  the  deli- 
very of  their  dearest  relations,  without  exposing  them- 
selves to  inquisitorial  fury.  .  No  man  is  informed  who 
is  his  accuser;  and  if  he  deny  the  eharge,  he,  espe- 
eially  if  a  wealthy  layman,  is  tortured,  or  at  least  has 
the  engines  of  torture  presented,  to  obli|{e  him  to  con- 
fess himself  guilty,  whether  he  be  so  or  not.  If  nothing* 
can  be  proved  nor  txtorted,  and  seven  persons  of  credit 
do  upon  oath  attest  his  innocence,  he  is  perhaps  re- 
leased, but  so  dogged  by  spies,  that  if  he  drop  one 
word  to  the  dishonour  of  the  inquisitors,  he  is  re-appre- 
hended by  their  order,  and  may  expect  to  be  mined.  If 
any  body  conceive  an  ill  will  to  his  neighbour,  he  has 
nothing  more  lo  do  than  to  accuse  him  to  the  inquisi- 
tion. If  the  inquisitors  covet  any  man's  wealth,  they 
have  only  to  demand  him  as  their  prisoner.  \  young 
lady's  comeliness  is  as  dangerous  as  either  heresy  or 
triteheraft ;  if  the  inquisitorial  lord  be  charmed  there- 
with, the  sacred  coach  is  sent  for  her  at  midnight,  and 
conveys  her  to  their  prison,  where,  by  the  terror  or  tor- 
ture of  their  horrible  engines  of  cruelty,  the  poor  crea- 
ture is  forced  to  submit  to  the  will  of  these  hose  hypo* 
criies.    Somelpnes  thtf  thru  holy  father$^  or  lords  in- 
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fuisitarSf  hare  sixty,  seventj,  or  more;  ladies,  and  use 
thtm  in  eomnion,  ar  in  property,  as  they  think  best. 
What  children  they  have  are  probably  murdered ;  and 
the*«romen  too,  when  the  hootc  is  overstocked,  or  their 
beauty  subsides.  By  threfttening;  with  the  inquisition, 
the  oiher  clergy  around  terrify  multitudes  of  young 
women  in  their  respective  charges,  into  a  base  submis- 
sion to  their  unbridled  passions.  When  the  terror,  pain, 
or  stupefaction  with  toHure  have  forced,  or  pr oroides  of 
Kfe  and  deliverance  have  decoyed,  into  a  confession^ 
the  person  is  condemned  with  great  ceremony,  and  de- 
livered over  to  the  civil  magistrate,  with  a  prayer  to 
him  for  mercy  ;  but  the  meaning  of  this  prayer  is,  that 
he  may  be  burnt  in  the  most  merciless  mannery^*  according 
to  the  will  or  caprice  of  the  brutal  executioner.  Thus 
much  for  the  holy  inquisition.  If  these  lords  be  holy 
men,  and  their  works  the  works  of  righteousness,  what 
employment  can  be  assigned  to  the  devil  and  his  angels ; 
and  to  what  vulgar  tongue  shall  we  Seseend  to  find  an 
epithet  sufficiently  eharacteristie  of  infsmal  fiends  ! 

This  despotic  and  bloody  tribunal  was  not,  however, 
erected  without  awakening  the  fury  of  some  classes  of 
the  people  against  whom  its  vengeance  was  directed. 
Conrad  of  Marpurg,  the  first  German  inquisitor,  fell  a 
victim  to  that  wrath  which  he,  by  his  merciless  mea- 
•nres,  had  excited.  The  same  also  was  the  case  with 
Pierre  de  Castelnau,  the  pope's  legate  in  France ;  and 
doubtless,  in  many  other  eases,  the  inquisitorial  lords 
foond  i|  spirit  of  resentment  and  retaliation  aroused  in 
the  minds  of  an  oppressed  and  injured  people.  But  so 
beat  was  the  popedom  upon  universal  domination,  and 
M  exasperated  at  the  least  resistance,  that  no  measure 
was  left  QDtried  to  enforce  its  claims,  and  to  establish 
its  anthority.    'fbemendieants,  we  have  seen,  were  ta 
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fool  ertrj  wbere,  to  hunt  oot  aud  bring  to  light  ber^* 
tieal  and  ditaffecCed  persons.  The  inquisition  treeted 
its  trihnoal,  and  prepared  i(^  instraments  of  torture  and 
of  death.  But  lest  the  eombined  efforts  of  these  should 
prore  ineffectual,  it  was  thoaght  expedient  to  raise  and 
kaep  standing  a*  erosade,  the  holy  soldiers  of  which 
should  be  always  at  the  call  of  the  mendieants  and  in- 
quisitorsy  to  execute  vengeance  upon  the  heretics,  as 
tbbse  armies  had  formerly  done  upon  infidels.  Dread* 
fal  were  the  effects  of  these  measures  :  all  the  horrors 
of  the  first  centuries  were  renewed,  and  the  poor  Wai- 
densian  and  Albigensian  Christians  found  the  same  fate 
under  the  hands  of  popes,  bishops,  priests,  the  pastors 
of  tlie  church,  as  the  early  Christians  had  eiperienced 
nnder  Nero,  Domitian,  Dioclesian,  and  other  pagan 
Roman  emperors. 

The  conclusion  of  this  century  was  marked  with  an 
invention  called  the  celebration  of  the  jubilee  year j  which 
the  pope  asserted  (o  have  been  an  ancient  and  common 
custom  in  tne  church.  This  jubilee  was  to  be  observed 
by  ajourney  from  all  parts  of  Christendom  to  the  church 
of  St.  Peter  at  Rome,  w  here  the  holy  visitors  were  to 
receive  unspeakable  benefits  from  the  holy  pontiff,  and 
the  innumerable  relics  in  his  possession.  Such  was  the 
ignorartee  of  the  people,  and  sui*h  their  attachment  to 
superstition,  that  multitudes  came  from  all  quarters, 
and  cast  their  glAs  into  the  treasury  of  the  Roman  see; 
in  exchange  for  which  they  received  the  pardon  of  all 
their  sins.  This  experiment  proving  so  gainful,  the 
pontiffs  in  after  years  thought  it  too  long  to  wait  the 
expiration  of  a  century,  and  therefore  reduced  the  term 
to  twenty-five  years,  in  order. that  all  good  Christians^ 
living  to  the  eonunon  age  of  man,  might  he  baaefited  by 
tl|is  glorioQs  festival. 
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CHAPTER  n. 

8iaU  of  LeUers-Sdect  Charaeters^The  WaUenses. 

Ljeabvimo  and  genius  stood  do  ehanee  in  this  stupid 
besotted  age.    The  employment  of  phibsophers,  doc- 
tors, and  others,  reputed  as  men  of  letters  and  science, 
was  in  translating  old  philosophical  writings,  quibbling 
about  the  most  abstruse  and  uninteresting  questions, 
aod  dazzling   the  ignorant  multitude  with  an  emptj 
parade  of  the  most  inconsistent  and  far-fetched  systems 
thaterer  eould  engage  the  mind  of  a  rational  being. 
Light  was  what  the  church  most  dreaded;  hence  those 
h\r  exceptions  from  the  general  character  of  ignorance 
and  idleness,. found  it  a  dangerous  thing  to  see  and  to 
be  alive.     An  instance  of  this  we  have  in  the  history  of 
that  great  man,  Roobr  Bacon.     This  philosopher  was 
a  Franciscan  friar,  bom  and  educated  in  England. 
Throwing  aside  the  vulgar  pr^udiees   of  the  age,  he 
pursued  a  course  of  studies  in  the  various  branches  of 
the  mathematics,   by  which  he  laid  the  foundation  of 
those  vast  scientific  fabrics  afterwards  raised  by  Boyle, 
Xewton,  and  others,  whose  steps  were  marked  with  the 
radiance  of  the  sun*beam,  and  whose  lives  were  a  last- 
ing biMsing  to  mankind.     The  adventurous  imagina- 
tion ef  Bacon  exposed  him  to  the  barbarous  imputations 
of  the  age ;  he  was  condemned  as  a  magician,  and  conr- 
fined  many  years  in  a  loathsome  prison — fur  it  was 
thovght  that  no -mortal  could  attain  to  such  knowledge, 
without  dealing  with  the  devil*     Some  of  his  scientific 
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brethren  were  arraigned  at  the  inquisition,  and  eon-   j 
demued  to  the  flames.* 

From  the  general  character  of  the  Roman  ehoreb,  it 
cannot  be  supposed  that  any  great  proportion  of  troe 
godliness  could  remain  :  jet  we  are  nut  to  imagine  that 
all  traces  of  piety  were  entirely  obliterated.  The  Wal- 
denses  themselves  acknowledged  **  That  there  were 
pious  men  who  lived  in  Babylon."  Indeed,  allowanees 
ought  to  be  made  for  those  men  who  were  born  and  eda- 
eated  in  the  dark,  and  who  had  never  advantages  equal 
to  the  meanest  child  in  onr  modem  Sunday  Schools, 

John  Scot,  bishop  of  Dunkeld,  in  Ireland,  discovert 
something  of  the  true  pastor.  Great  part  of  his  diocese  ^ 
was  inhabited  by  people  knowing  only  the  native  tongoe, 
of  which  he  was  ignorant.  Scot,  unwilling  to  enjoy 
a  mere  sinecure,  begged  the  pope  to  constitute  that  part 
of  his  charge  into  a  separate  diocese,  and  to  appoint 
Evaldus,  his  chaplain,  who  understood  the  language, 
to  the  oflBce  of  bishop  5  "  How ,"  says  he,  "  can  I  an- 
swer to  the  Judge,  at  the  last  day,  if  I  pretend  to  teach 
those  who  cannot  understand  ?  The  revenues  suffice 
for  two  bishops,  if  we  are  content  with  a  eompetenrVf 
and  are  not  prodigal  of  the  Christian  patrimony." 
Seval,  archbishop  of  York,  and  William  de  St.  Amour, 
doctor  of  the  Sorbonne,  'entered  (heir  protests  against 
the  usurpations  of  the  papal  see,  and  the  abominations 
of  the  mendicants,  for  which  they  suffered  as  honest  | 
men. 

♦  The  mTention  of  gunpowder  is  ascribed  to  Friar  Bacon ;  bat 
the  deadly  consequences  attendant  on  that  knowledge  will  by  no 
means  be  laid  to  his  charge ;  for  the  use  of  it  in  battle  was  not 
adopted  till  the  ensuing  century:  probably  the  inventor  kept^ 
secret  its  amasing  force,  and  therefore  the  first  adopter  hat  by 
many  been  considered  as  the  inventor  of  it. 
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TJke  ehAimeter  of  Lewis,  the  nintb  of  that  name  In  tha 
Freaeh  mooareby,  oonnioiily  ealled  8t.  Lewis,  on  ae- 
«ooit  of  hit  great  virtaes,  desenres  aplaee  in  this  chap- 
ter. His  edaeation  was  as  pious  as  the  age  woald  al- 
low; and  had  he  lived  in  better  days,  .there  is  little 
resssa  to  doubt  bat  he  had  shone  bright  in  the  eonstel- 
latisi  of  worthies.  His  exterior  and  political  eondnet 
were  too  much  directed  by  the  prevailing  spirit  of  the 
times;  he  fought  and  fell  iu  the  crusades,  but  his  more 
private  and  moral  conduct  was  kuch  as  marks  the4rue 
Christian  and  the  lover  of  mankind. 

A  pious  and  honest  prince,  in  these  ages,  was  a  rare 
eharaeter;  but  a  pope  of  such  a  character  was  rarer 
itill ;  nevertheless,  Celestine  the  Fifth  exhibits  a  prin- 
ciple not  seen  of  late  in  the  chair  of  St.  Peter.  This 
pontiff  was  elected  while,  as  an  obscure  priest,  he  lived 
in  a  cave — and  he  was  rather  prevailed  on  to  accept  the 
oSce,  than  of  his  own  choice  to  embrace  it.  Celestine 
at  once  became  a  reformer ;  in  which  work,  from  con- 
leience  and  observation,  he  was  compelled  to  engage : 
but  this  only  rendered  him  odious  to  the  clergy ;  and 
being  not  a  man  of  a  strong  mind,  nor  of  a  bold  spirit, 
be  found  his  office  a  burthen,  and  retired  again  to  hit 
eell,  after  holding  the  pontificate  only  five  nfonths. 

Robert  Okosseteste,  an  English  bishop,  exhibits 
both  in  his  life  and  writing  some  strong  features  of  true 
godliness.  His  character,  drawn  by  M.  Paris,  a  writer 
not  very  favourable  in  his  general  principles  to  sui^h  a 
bishop  as  Orosseteste,  will  be  deemed,  notwithstanding, 
aa  high  encomium.  "  The  holy  bishop  Robert,  depart- 
ed this  world,  which  he  never  loved,  and  which  Mas 
*  also4o  him  a  plaee  of  banishment.  He  was  the  open 
reprover  both  of  my  lord  the  pope,  and  of  the  king,  and 
Ae  eeasurer  of  the  prelates ;  the  corrector  of  monks, 
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the  direetor  of  priests,  the  instruetor  of  tke  elergj,  Ao 
supporter  of  seholars*  the  preaeher  to  tbe  laky,  the 
puDisber  of  ineontineiiee,  the  diligent  investigator  of 
▼arions  writing,  and  lastly,  he  was  the  seourge  of  lasj 
and  selfish  Romans,  whom  he  heartily  despised."  Ano- 
ther writer  adds  his  testimony  thus :  ^  In  general  ho 
was  eloquent,  and  mighty  in  the  seriptores,  fervent  in 
spirit,  speaking  and  teaebing  boldly  the  things  of  the 
Lord  I  though,  like  Apollos,  he  sometimes  needed  an 
Aqoila  and  Priseilla  to  exponnd  to  him  the  way  of  God 
more  perfectly." 

While  these  things  were  working  within  the  vitals 
of  the  Roman  ehureh,  Providenee  was  preparing  an 
abondauee  of  materials  without,  for  the  great  and  im* 
portant  business  of  reformation.  l*be  people  of  the 
Tallies  had  spread  themselves  and  their  doctrines  in 
every  direction.  It  is  adirmed,  that  in  tbe  year  1260, 
the  Waldensian  confessors  amounted  to  800,000  per- 
sons ;  and  besides  these,  there  were  thousands  of  other 
seeeders,  differently  dentiminated,  and  ofdifferent  creeds, 
who  all  united  their  efforts  against  the  domination  of 
the  papal  see. 


CHAPTER  III; 

The  Roman  Hierarchy,  Compared  with  the 
Primitive  Church. 

The  thirteenth  century  was  the  zenith  of  papal  glory. 
Every  thing  which  had  heretofore  hindered,  was  re- 
moved out  of  the  way.  Monarebs  were  all  prostrate 
at  tbe  feet  of  St.  Peter,  and  their  subjects  were  all,  both 
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foal  and  bodj^  the  property  of  the  ehorch.  The  ehureh 
iUelf  arr«|[tted  temporal  doaiiiiioD«  and  a  large  depart- 
nest  •/  the  Italian  territory,  inelading  the  eapital,  waa 
the  fele  property  and  eivil  right  of  the  pope.  At  tern- 
p«fal  lord,  the  pontiff  acknowledged  no  taperior,  no 
cqnl;  he  was  the  head  of  all  authority  and  rnle;  the 
^aee  of  the  kings  of  the  earth.  As  a  spiritual  eharae« 
ter,  be  sat  in  the  tempfe  of  God,  asfterting  himself  to  be 
Ged,  immaeolate,  infallible,  uncontrollable ;  and  indeed 
sodipraTed  was  Boniface  the  Eighth,  that  he  left  a  de- 
tree,  declaring  *^  That  the  Roman  pontiiF  ought  to  be 
jodged  by  none,  though  by  his  eonduot  he  drew  innu* 
BsraUe  souk  with  himself  to  hell.'*  The  system  of  ini* 
qiity  appears  now  a  finished  character  $  lei  us  therefore 
derste  a  chapter  to  the  important  purpose  of  contrasting 
the  Roman  hierarchy  h  ilh  primitive  Christianity ;  and 
n  order  to  set  the  subject  in  the  most  striking  light,  I 
iludl  introduce  the  leading  features  of  the  catholie^ 
chnreh  in  separtite  articles,  and  then  make  an  appeal  to 
tbe  fint  ages.* 

1.  The  Pope  is  the  most  prominent  and  the  principal 
ebarteterin  the  system.  This  man  is  placed  on  a  throne 
higher  than  the  kings  of  the  earth;  he  is  arrayed  in 
apparel  the  most  majestic,  with  a  triple  crown  upon  his 
bead.    In  the  church,  he  sits  in  the  chair  said  to  hare 

*  Mjt  every  circamttance  brought  to  riew  in  this  chapter,  cx- 
pressirc  of  the  cormpt  state  of  the  Roman  church,  is  to  be  consi- 
dered as  having  been  solemnly  recognized  and  positively  enjoined 
bj  the  bead  of  the  system,  so  early  as  the  thirteenth  century. 
Some  things  we  shall  find  were  practised  by  only  a  part  of  the 
church,  and  not  sanctioned  by  papal  authority,  nor  enjoined 
«pon  the  whole,  till  a  subsequent  age.  This  is  the  case  with  some 
few  articles  on/y,  hence  the  argument  pursued  will  be  considered 
in  point  of  general  principles  fair  and  conclusive,  and  yet  this 
note  of  eXfdanatioD,  for  tbe  truth's  sake,  it  highly  necesiary. 
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been  orifpnallj  8t.  Peter's,  aid  aMiiinet  aothority  orer 
all  other  ehoreb  effieert  and  ehurehmen  ;  hit  eharacter 
is  absolately  sacred,  and  his  appointments  infallible  and 
irresistable.  8u  Peter  is  asserted  to  have  been  Christ's 
riear ;  the  pope,  of  coarse,  beinf^  St.  Peter's  snc eessor, 
is  also  the  vicar  and  vicegerent  of  Christ.  Let  the  rea* 
der  now  torn  his  attention  to  the  seriptnre  canon,  fmni 
whence  it  cannot  be  gathered  that  Peter  the  apostle  was 
ever  at  Rome  at  all,  mneh  less  bishop  of  the  ehoreh 
in  that  city.  As  to  his  snpremacy  and  worldly  aggran- 
dizement, not  a  syllable  on  the  snbject  in  sacred  history  ; 
nor  in  the  history  of  the  chnrch  for  ages  do  we  hear  •f 
any  such  a  soccessor  as  the  Roman  pontiff  professea  to  be. 
Jesus  Christ  himself,  though  trnly  ^  Lord  of  all,"  dis- 
claims all  worldly  dominion— ^<  My  kingdom,"  said  he, 
<<  is  not  of  this  world  $"  nor  does  he  any  where  in  liia 
laws  appoint  a  vicar  or  vicegerent  upon  earth ;  his  dia- 
eiples  are  all  brethren,  and  are  strictly  forbidden  to 
exercise  lordship. 

2.  Caboinals  stand  next  in  office  to  the  pope ;  by 
whom  the  pope  is  chosen,  and  that  generally  from  their 
own  body.  This  class  of  chnrch  ministers  was  evidently 
not  in  existence  before  the  eleventh  century :  and  as  no 
trace  of  their  office  is  to  be  fonnd  in  the  sacred  volune,  we 
■nist  dismiss  them  from  the  history  of  the  tme  church. 

8.  Monks,  friars,  hermits,  are  the  creatures  of 
superstition;  their  history  is  not  to  be  traced  back  to  the 
apostolic  writings. 

4.  Saints,  as  canonized  in  the  Roman  calendar,  am 
a  race  of  men  exceedingly  different  from  those  charae- 
terized  in  Holy  Writ.  1  he  Roman  chnrch  has  canonized 
Peter,  but  not  that  exact  Peter  called  in  one  of  the  epis- 
ties  the  apostle  of  the  circumcision;  Rome  has  created 
a  saint,  and  sumaraed  him  Peter  |  and  the  same  may 
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be  laid  of  the  other  apoatlei,  together  with  many  more 
witneM^fer  the  tnith,  who  adorned  the  first  ages.  Bot 
it  woald  be  diffiealt  to  find  a  great  many  of  these  eaaoti- 
ized  saints  till  thej  appear  in  the  calendar.  Sach 
niots  then  form  a  part  of  the  system  of  popery,  but  no 
trases  of  soeh  ean  be  found  in  the  system  of  Christianity. 

0.  Rauos  have  heen  a  mighty  engine  of  papal  ntnr- 
pitisi,  beeaose  these  have  preserved  in  the  ehureh  the 
power  of  working  miracles.  Relies  consist  of  a  cata- 
lo^e  of  articles  to*  nnmeroas  to  insert  here  ;  the  chief 
are,  the  wood  of  the  cross  ;  the  banes  of  Paul^  and  other 
eptatiu  and  saints  $  links  of  the  chain  with  which  Paul 
wes  bouMd;  and  a  great  quantity  of  drapery  said  to  have 
Weo  foand  in  contact  with  the  bodies  or  bones  of  the 
saistB  aod  martyrs,  together  with  an  endless  farrago  of 
traaipery  more  fit  to  stock  an  old  iron  and  rag  ware- 
]ioase,tban  to  be  so  much  as  named  in  the  chorch.  It  is 
not  worth  while  to  ifiquire  whether  these  relics  be 
Sesoiae  or  spurious ;  they  form  no  part  of  the  ecclesi* 
aitieal  coast  it  ution  laid  down  in  the  life  of  Jesus,  and 
is  the  sets  of  his  apostles. 

6.  Imaoss  of  the  apostles  and  saints  are  in  high  repute 
at  Home;  they  adorn  the  churches;  and  in  popish 
eoootries,  I  presume,  without  an  image  no  church  is 
deeaed  sufficiently  furnished  for  the  performance  of 
hoij  rites.  One  thing  is  clear,  that  in  all  churches  and 
ebapek  belonging  to  the  catholic  communion,  a  very 
great  regard  is  paid  to  likenesses  of  human  beings,  as 
reprtaented  by  the  art  of  the  founder,  the  sculptor,  or 
the  painter^  and  the  chief  of  these,  is  the  figure  of  the 
VirgiaHary  I  indeed  the  Virgin  is  an  almost  indispen- 
lahle  article  in  the  Roman  sanctuary.  In  the  early 
a^  of  Christianity,  these  devices  were  unknown ;  and 
u  to  the  Seriptare  doctrine  concerning  them,  we  have  in 
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tkete  words :  ^'  Sirs,  why  do  ye  these  tkings  ?  We 
preach  aito  yon  tbat  you  should  Umfrom  these  vamHts 
uoto  the  living  God.^^ 

7.  Thk  inyooation  or  saimts  stands  in  eenneikB 
with  the  doetriae  of  image*  and  reUca^  and  fonns  a  sys* 
ten  ef  idolatry  as  gross  as  any  thing  ever  praetised  by 
the  pagans*  Plaees  of  publie  worship  were  dedieated 
to  saintSy  whose  names  they  bore ;  and  in  order  to  the 
consecration  of  then,  it  was  necessary  to  obtain  sobm 
relic,  which  was  placed  with  great  reverence  in  the 
more  sacred  part  of  the  building ;  and  then  the  image 
of  the  tutelar  saint  completed  the  group  ef  haly 
things.  Had  these  been  considered  non-essential,  tbey 
might  have  been  harmless ;  but  that  was  not  the  ease, 
they  were  necessary  to  the  sacredness  of  the  plaee — and 
the  image  or  painting  stood  forth  as  the  visible  nkdinm 
of  worship.  To  these  dumb  idols  and  beggarly  ele- 
ments the  priest  and  the  people  were  perpetually  bow- 
ing, and  the  names  of  them  censtantly  on  their  lips. 
Worship  in  the  family,  and  in  the  closet,  was  perfoma- 
ed  in  a  similar  way.  Some  image  or  likeness  uf  tlM 
Saviour,  or  of  his  saints,  is  to  be  found  in  all  plaeea, 
among  papists,  where  prayer  is  wont  to  be  made.  Not 
to  inquire  whether  these  images  be  worshipped  or  not, 
the  question  turns  upon  the  invocation  of  satntBJ  that 
this  forms  a  great  part  of  the  Romish  ritual  cannot  be 
denied ;  and  that  these  saints  are  addressed  in  the  saasa 
way,  and  to  them  is  ascribed  the  same  office  as  belong 
to  Christ,  must  also  be  admitted,  if  language  has  aaj 
meaning.  The  dying  words  of  John  Maryns,  abbat  of  St. 
Alban%'io  the  thirteenth  century,  afford  a  speeineo: 
^<  O  holy  Alban^  whonr  1  have  loved  and  addressed  as 
my  best  aid !  as  I  have  lived  and  existed  by  thy  lielp, 
80, 0  glorious  saint !  defend  ■»  from  the  pams  of  belk^ 
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Thas  M  sot  pray  the  dying  Stephen.    Some  of  the 
naiiaab  anw  hi  noe  among  the  Irish  eatholief ,  eontain 
an  a^aaftanee  of  tneh  de?otion.    Read  the  teriptures 
fram^ienaiia  to  Revelatioa,  and  yon  will  find  but  *^  Onb 
Oon*  anD  oim  MsoiAToa  between  God  and  meni 
m  Man  Cbeist  Jesvs.^    Popery  and  Christianity 
an  then  at  TariMnee.    But  the  worship  of  (he  Virgin 
Maiy  hat  been  earried  above  and  beyond  every  thing 
die.    The  fbm  of  serviee  in  honour  to  her,  called  the 
rimry  omA  crvtm,  hat  been  noticed  in  the  Tenth  Cen- 
tity,  Chapter  ii.  in  whieh  the  merits  and  glory  of  the 
Divine  Savinnr  are  trantferred  to  a  mere  creature.  The 
Mgbcst  view  given  in  scripture  of  the  mother  of  Christ 
is  in  these  words :  <*  Hail !  thou  that  art  highly  favour- 
•df  the  Lord  in  with  thee ;  blessed  art  thou  among  (not 
tAoceJ  women.*'    The  last  we  hear  of  Mary  is  in  the 
Astsofthe  Apostles,  i.  14.  in  whieh  place  she  is  spoken 
•fas  a  tmppliaiiij  not  as  one  exalted  to  receive  supplica- 
tion ;  and  if  the  church  of  Rome  had  left  her  where  the 
Mred  writera  have,  we  should  have  never  heard  of  the 
fmry  and  crown  the  string  of  beads — the  hrtuse  of  our 
Ifdy,  ^e.  S^e.    The  second  command  is  a  direct  article 
SB  this  snbjeet,  but  this  command  is  sadly  confounded 
ia  the  eatholie  eooy  of  the  decalogue. 

S.  Mass,  simply  considered,  is  the  celebration  of  the 

fkieharwt ;  but  when  taken  upon  the  system  of  the  Ro- 

I  ehnreh,  it  includes  such  a  variety  of  circumstances 

renders  it  a  vile  superstition.     Mass  is  performed 

two  ways :  when  the  prayers  are  sung,  and  all  the 

of  the  ritual  introduced,  it  is  called  high  mass; 

when  the  prayers  are  only  repeated,  it  is  called  low 

ass.    The  doctrine  of  transubstantiation  stands  in 

naaeiion  with  the  popish  celebration  of  this  ordinance> 

V  whaeh  U  b  asserted  that  the  elements  of  bread  and 
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mmt,  pm  ••MeeralMa,  beeMit  reaUp  the  body  and  Uood 
0f  Ofkraty  and  eeam  to  be  nmg  loitgir  the  elemmts  af 
tread  and  wimp  Heaee  Uim6  elements  are  wortUpped, 
aad  beeeme  Ibe  grrnndl  Agtat  in  the  talYation  of  a  tiiiBer. 
Bat  in  the  admiaistimlioB  of  tbit  rite,  it  ie  the  pnetiee 
ef  Rome  to  give,  to  the  lay  eoniDeaieantt,  only  the 
hnad ;  it  n  the  elergy  that  are  entitled  to  the  elements 
in  both  hindi.  The  bread  ie  generally  made  np  into 
little  eaket,  ealled  wafere^  and  after  eonseeration  deno- 
minated the  HOST,  and  the  wine  is  mixed  with  water. 
We  hare  no  contest  with  eatholies  on  the  mere  terms 
that  are  osed  in  their  ritaal ;  these  would  be  innoeent  if 
they  did  not  attaeh  to  them  ideas  eontrary  to  the  tenor 
of  Holy  Writ,  and  subTersire  of  the  gospelof  God.  Let 
no  read  the  plain  statement  of  the  institution  of  thb 
ordinanee  as  eontained  in  the  gospels,  and  then  proceed 
to  the  apostolic  example  in  the  obsenranee  of  it.  In  this 
research  we  shall  find  nothing  of  high  mad  low  mass; 
ttansubstantiatioH ;  the  wafers;  the  wine  denied  the 
laity  *  The  popish  mass  is  a  mystery:  the  Christian 
ordinanee  of  the  Lord's  Supper  is  a  plain,  instmetiTe 
impressive  symbol. 

f.  SuPEBXBOOATiON  is  a  doctrino  which  deelares 
that  some  holy  men  have  performed  more  good  works 
than  Ood  required  of  them,  or  were  necessary  to  seeure 
their  .own  salvation^  and  that  their  overplus  merit  is 
lodgeil  in  the  hands  of  the  pope,  to  confer  portions  of 
which,  at  his  pleasure,  on  those  who  are  deficient  in 
good  works.  This  appears  a  super-abomination  ^  we 
need  not  say  it  is  not  in  the  scripture— nobody  ever 
looked  there  for  it    , 

ao.  PxNAvoji  AMD  IHJIUI.OSV0SS,  as  appointed  by 
the  church  of  Rome,  make  up  a  groat  part  of  the  reli- 
jpon  of  the  laity.    Peaaace  e onmsfs  in  a  varhty  of  scr> 
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Ticet  prescribed  by  the  priest  to  offenders  imifciBg  eov* 
fession  of  their  sins,  soeh  as  standing  bare-fbot  at  the 
shrine  of  some  saint — submitting  to  flagellation— wear* 
ing  somo  squalid  garment-— and,  above  all,  making  poif-^ 
ment  to  the  eonf)^«sor  priest.    IndoYgence  is  an  aet  of 
the  pontiff,  and  of  those  appointed  by  him,  wherein  men, 
on  making  certain  vows,  siieh  as  to  cuter  the  crusade, 
or  hy  paying  a  certain  sum  of  money  to  the  holy  see,' 
are  aequHted  from  all  guilt,  and  are  ft^ed  of  all  charges 
to  the  end  of  their  days.     One  thing  is  to  be  remarked, 
that  all  absolution  froniy  and  indulgence  tn,  sin,  must  ht 
foiifor  ;  no  pay  no  pardon  is  the  doctrine  of  the  Romish 
priesthood.    Let  us  turn  to  the  sacred  canon,  and  in» 
qaire  into  the  office  of  the  penitential  prescribed  there* 
in:  «  Rend  yonr  hearts,  and  not  your  garments :  tho 
sacrifices  of  God  are  a  broken  heart,  aud  a  contrite 
spirit ;  repent,  and  be  conyerted,  that  your  sins  may  ba 
blotted  ont.    I,  eren  I,  am  he  that  pardoneth  jour  ini* 
qutties,  for  my  own  name's  sake."    The  forgiveness  of 
sins  by  the  act  of  a  priest,  and  the  payment  of  money  to 
procure  pardon,  are  as  foreign  to  the  doctrine  of  rerela* 
tien,  as  the  Bible  is  to  the  doctrine  of  the  Koran.    And 
u  for  indulgences,  the  idea  is  not  so  much  as  mentioned 
in  scripture;  no !  not  even  reprobated;  lor  the  sacred 
writers  never  foresaw  such  an  abominable  absurdity. 

11.  Pilgrimages,  as  performed  by  the  votaries  of 
Rome,  consisted  in  journies  to  certain  places  reputed 
saered.  The  principal  pilgrimage  was  to  Palestine,  in 
order  to  visit  the  sepulchre  of  Jesus,  and  to  pay  devo* 
tion  at  those  plaees  renowned  in  ancient  times  for  some 
memorable  act  of  the  first  disciples  of  Christ.  Then- 
sands  of  these  holy  journies  were  taken  hy  the  crednlous 
iafatnated  Ronmnists,  so  that  the  ways  leading  fron 
the  diflermit  p«rts  •f  Christendom  to  Jerasahii,  were  nHf 
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eertain  teasont  erowded  with  passengers  seeking  the 
perfeetioB  of  the  Christian  eharaeter  bj  sueh  perfona- 
aaees.  It  ma^t  he  acknowledged  that  the  scriptures 
apeak  of  pilgrims  and  pilgrimages.  Every  real  saint 
k  spoken  of  as  a  pilgrim  and  a  stranger  in  this  worlds 
and  his  state  here  is  called  a  pilgrimage,  and  of  thia 
aabjeet  the  scriptures  say  nothing  more* 

la.  CausADEs  were  armies  raised  by  the  commandy 
and  under  the  direction,  of  the  Roman  church ;  the  ob- 
ject of  which  was  to  extirpate  infidelUy  and  heresy  by 
iiree  of  arms.  These  armies  at  first  were  designed  to 
reeoTcr  the  Holy  Land  lh»m  the  Mahometans,  which 
they  attempted,  and  afterwards  their  swords  were  turn- 
'  od  against  the  defenceless  Albigenses ;  a  sect,  or  rather 
A  multitude  of  sects,  reputed  heretical.  Weak  and 
miserable  arguments  have  been  brought  by  some  popish 
writers  to  justify  these  campaigns;  others  have  eon- 
demned  them  altogether.  The  church  of  Rome  is  dlivi. 
ded  on  the  subject ;  the  church  of  Christ  is  of  one  nsind 
and  of  one  spirit,  and  saith,  <<  My  kingdom  is  not  of  this 
world ;  if  my  kingdom  were  of  this  worid,  then  wonld 
my  servants  fight ;  but  now  is  my  kingdom  not  fh>m 
hence :  put  up  thy  sword  into  its  sheath ;  all  they  that 
take  the  sword  shall  perish  by  the  sword :  the  weapons 
of  our  warfkre  are  not  carnal."  The  grand  weapon  of 
the  Christian  is  <<  The  sword  of  the  spirit,  which  is  the 
word  of  ^od. 

la.  Councils  avd  dxoeetals.  The  origin  of  these 
is  evidently  in  the  sacred  canon.  The  councils  of  the 
apostles,  and  the  decretals  of  holy  men,  inspired  by  the 
Holy  Ohost,  sueh  as  we  read  of  rn  scripture,  will  be  ad* 
mitted  and  acted  upon  by  all  true  Christians.  Bat  po- 
pish councils  and  decretals  are  of  another  sort.  To 
these  wa  owe  the  long  eatalogno  of  superstitions  under 
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tidkration  in  thii  eftapter*  A  tr«e  it  kaowa  bj  its 
frait  If  the  eSeets  of  these  eeaaeib  aad  decrees  be 
aaehy  we  aiay  safelj  eeaelade  that  thej  are  set  frem 
aboTe,  bat  ef  that  wisdeai  whieh  is  freai  beneath— 
earthlj,  senseai,  devilish. 

14.  Tbx  laquisiTiaif  has  been  delineated  in  the  first 
dhapterof  the  eentnry  before  as.  The  system  there 
yepresented  agrees  with  theg^eneral  and  legitimate  views 
ef  ity  as  givea  bj  tbe  most  faithful  historians^  Gaa^ 
dear  itself  most  be  sadlj  penrerted,  and  misapplied,  if 
saeh  an  establuhment  be  denominated  anj  thiiq*  but  a 
eentrivanee  unnatural  andheliish,  tyrannical  aad  bloody^ 
Tbe  seripturesj  as  in  a  former  ease,  are  out  of  the 
fuestiou^  extept'  those  examples  be  introdaeed  whieh 
our  Lard  eoodemned  in  the  characters  of  scribes,  phari* 
sees,  lawyers,  whom  be  called  hypocrites-— children  of 
hell^— serpents^i4i  generation  of  Tipers— deserving  the 
damnation  of  hell. 

iH.  CaLiBA(9T  was  enjdined  upon  aH  spiritual  thm^ 
meters.  And .  what*  is  remarkable,  the  clergy,  while 
forbidden  to  marry,  were-  suffered  to  have  concubines^ 
and  the  female  monastics  were  placed  und^r  the  care 
of  all  those  great  advocates  fbr  a  single  life  $  so  thai ' 
this  very  prohibition,  connected  as  i^ was  with  tbe  sys* 
tern  or  the  nunnery,  opened  tbe  way  Ibr  the  most  flag^ 
rant  licentiousness.  The  doctrine  of  celibacy,  together 
with  the  doctrine  of  fastings  is  a  strong  eharaeteristia 
ef  the  aatichristian  church,  foretold  by  Paul,  1  Timo^ 
thy  iv.  1^—3 ;  <<  Now  the  Spirit  speaketh  expressly,  that 
ia  the  latter  times  some  shall  depart*  ffom  the  faitb^ 
giving  heed  to  seducing  spirits  and  doetrines  of  devilsf 
speaking  lies  in  hypocrisy;  having  their  eonscieneea' 
seared  with  a  hot*  iron :  vorbiddiho  to  m arrt,  an4i 
eommanding^  to-  abstain  firom  meats  which  Oedthail* 
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treated  to  be  reeeived  wiib  thaaktgiTisg  of  ikes  tkai 
iMslieve  aad  knew  the  trutb." 

16.  PuAOATOET  was  a  etate,  ai  deeeribed  bj  RmMi 
af  tuSferiog  ia  the  invisible  world«  a  state  betweeo  hea^ 
Ten  and  hell,  into  which  all  eatholies  passed  iros 
diately  on  death,  proTided  thej  had  not  left  behtad 
Ihesi  snffieient  merit  to  seenre  a  plaee  in  heaTen.  The 
want  of  merit  in  those  who  thas  deseendod  into  pniga* 
lory,  did  not  consist  so  mach  in  a  want  of  moral  Tirtney 
as  in  not  having  paid  the  priest  a  sam  e^aal  to  p«f^ 
abase  a  beatifie  mansion.  80  that  here  we  tee  the 
clergy  not  only  plundered  a  man  while  living,  bnt  •rcn 
after  death ;  his  heirs  must  advance  somtthing  meet 
from  his  estate^  in  order  to  save  his  seal  firom  sinking 
^ite  down  into  perdition,  which  the  priest  assnnd 
them  would  be  the  ease,  if  prayer  was  not  made  t&t 
kim  by  the  church  and  all  good  Christiana.  The  scrip- 
tures speak  of  hell  as  the  place  appointed  for  the  devU 
and  kis  angels,  and  for  all  the  wicked,  into  wkiok  state 
4ho  .  nnbelieving  and  ineorrigpble  pass  iaunedtatelj 
after  deathi  the  righteous  go  into  life  everlasting  $  bat 
there  is  not  a  syllable  about  purgatory,  or  any  inter- 
nMdiate  state,  or  about  the  prayers  of  the  priest  an  be- 
half of  the  dead,  or  about  the  necessity  of  leaviag 
money  to  the  church  below,  in  order  to  be  admitted  Is 
the  church  above.  Purgatory  and  prayers  for  the  dead 
are  all  inventions  of  pope  and  priest  for  the  purpose  of 
getting  money. 

i7.  Tbk  oovduot  oy  tbu  oRuaea  ov  Romb  wrm 
mxoARD'  TO  TBK  soRiPTvigis,  sholl  fioish  the  arraagt- 
ment  of  the  chapter.  We  have  seen  for  some  eenturies 
past»  that  almost  all  appeal  to  the  scriptures  kas  been 
laid  aside ;  antf  in  the  stead  thereof  the  authority  of 
fathers  and  eonnoils  has'baca  called  in»    Snok  £rt- 
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fNidy  WM  the  art  asd  wiekedaem  of  the  pope  and 
Us  crettiires,  that  whea  they  wattt«d  ta  introdiiea  a 
Itmtife  nevelty,  they  iroald  forj^  eaaont  and  deereei 
nrited  to  their  porpone,  and  pretend  thej  had  eopied 
tktt  froB  sone  old  nanu§eript9  or  assert  their  own 
wrMii^  to  he  the  original.    This  wae  the  ease  in  nuin* 
berlesf  iMlanees  ;  and  the  Holy  seriptoreo  being  laid 
•sidt,  there  was  no  standard  by  which  to  jodge  and 
detest  tbe  impostare.     At  the  papal  abomination  in- 
cnucd,  it  was  the  more  necevsary  to  keep  erery  part 
sfthediYhM  rale  ont  of  sight*  iett  antichrist  shonid  ha 
VMffMced  in  the  ehoreh  of  Rome.     It  was  therefore  at 
leigth  decreed  that  the  Holy  Beriptnre  could  be  ander- 
ftssdooly  by  the  clergy,  and  that  it  was  ^angeroiss  to 
tie  seels  af  nea  to  sufifer  them  to  be  perused  by  the 
Uty.    What  maxim  eould  b^  adoptedmore  iikdly  to 
tttner  the  end  of  papal  aggrandizement !    The  serip- 
tifss  in  vain  remonstrated  against  error ;  the  people 
ksew  aet  of  it^-tgitoraace  tros  the  mother  of  devatim 
in  the  Roman  church,  and   to  seek  information  was 
k^«sy.    The  injunction  of  Jesus  is^  <*  Search  the  scrip- 
^nes;"  and  the  practice  of  the  first  disciples  was  to 
^  Setreh  them  daily.'*    To  them,  as  lo  an  infttlliUe 
>tMdard,  did  the  ehureh  Ihr  ages  appeal ;  they  were 
r^d  in  the  churches,  and  aeknowlcged  by  all  Christians 
u  the  only  sure  word  of  prophecy. 

^rem  a  review  of  these  several  articles,  who  can  hesi- 
^  in  pronouncing  the  pmjml  hierarchy  the  antichrist 
Vdcee  of  by  the  sacred  penmen  ?  Can  we  image  any 
tkteg  bearing  the  ChruiHan  name  more  foreign  to  the 
Artseum  character?  1  he  Bible  contains  a  statemeat 
^Chri«tianity :  hut  to  what  part  of  that  valame  are 
^<  to  look  fsr  the  aeeount  of  popes,  cardinals,  monks, 
ttiis,  relies,  massi   inqnisitioo,j  purgatory,  and  the 
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M«  like  ttaman  ERmwrekg.  Oeat  tt; 

like  ?  Theie  artieks^  wkiak  we  kairo  eewiii<re<  aft 
•oae  leBuCb,  arenot  Um  aiere  appeadanet  lo  the  Kinimmi  < 
biermnbj ;  were  tkat  Uie  ease,  it  woaM  be  iBeeade- 
•iTe,  en  taeb-  f nHuid,  te  Wfee  ei^eiaet  tbe  fjelenu  Bat 
tbese  tbie^  are  the  gmni  priaeiplet,  the  eeal  aad^avb^ 
etaaee  of  tbe  eebeoM;  take  awaj  either  ef  tbean,  aai 
the  ery  ef  beieey  awakeas  the  fbry  ef  tbe  ia^isiterial 
fires.  Nor  moet  we  fail  to  reaark  that  the  mere 
prineipal  parts  of  this  view  ef  the  papal  establisbaeat^ 
renmin  ea  the  eatbolie  eeafessioa  erea  te  this  daj. 
Tbe  lew  state  of  papal  aalbertty,  ia  tbe  preseat  age,  baa 
doabtlessy  had  very  eonsiderable  effeet  on  the  eperatieas 
of  that  ehoreh;  1l>at  it  has  pfodaeed  ao  real  aheratioa 
in  its  eottstkatioa.  People  in  New  England  eaa  hare 
ao  idea  of  popery^  firom  what  they  see  here,  bat  lei 
then  go  into  popish  eonntries,  or  into  those  provfaeei 
where  it  dares  to  Kft  np  its  hydra  head,  as  in  Ireland^ 
and  in  some  of  the  British  eolonies.  Pbpery  is  popery 
tftill,  and  will  be  so  as  long  as  a  pope  remains  apoa 
tbe  earth. 

We  have  observed  ttat  the  grand  engine  of  papal 
nsnrpation  is  dixrkneas.  The  subtle  priesthood  hatce 
Bothittg  so  moeh-as  the  seriptnres,  tbe  light  of  Ufk.  la 
proportion,  therefore,  as  the  saered  word  is  disseminat- 
ed, so  will  popish  superstition  deeline.  Great  is  the 
exertion  of  the  present  generation  of  protestants  ta 
spread  tbe  Bible  in  all  langaages,  and  among  all  pea» 
]rfe.  This  is  a  happy  onMn,  a  certain  prdade  taa  gloi- 
liens  day  ef  gospel  lights 


I.. 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ  iC 


FOURTEENTH  CENTURY. 

CHAPTBII  L 

JBseeUau^iu  JBjgain    Bthimm  in  fib  Popedom. 

SsTSM  kndred  jears  haye  now  •lapsed  tinee  the  leedt 
of  rcfonDation  were  sowo  in  the  Tallies  of  Piediiioi||« 
Saeli  a  length  of  time  has  brought  the  Roman  hierarebj 
ts  mat  aritjy  and  has  afforded  also  a  spaee  in  wbieh  to  pre- 
pare materials  for  the  glorioos  work  of  re^ii(yingtha 
cbareh  of  the  liTing  liod.  Bat  we  most  not  expeet  this 
great  work  to  proceed  with  a  rapiditj  equal  to  the  worka 
of  darkness :  all  things  here  below  naturallj  tend  to 
deeaj ;  and  to  demolish,  is  more  easj  than  to  baild. 
Anotlier  eeatorj  will  be  oeaopied  in  bringing  together 
those  means  and  instruments  now  brought  into  existence. 
The  Lord  will  arise  and  have  merey  upon  Zion,  when 
the  time  to  faToor  her,  yea,  the  set  time$  is  eom^e. 
Heneeforward  oar  detail  of  catholic  history  will  bo  like 
that  of  the  Roman  empire  during  the  ages  of  perseention, 
for  hereafter  we  shall  see  little,  or  no  more,  of  Christiaa* 
ity  in  the  operations  of  the  popedom,  than  &rmerly  we 
saw  in  the  achievements  of  pagan  princes* 

The  repeated  failures  of  the  crusading  heroes  had  not 
yet  taught  the  Roman  pontiff  to  desist  from  urging  sueh 
experiments.  Several  were  .  the  attempts  duri^  this 
period  to  regain  the  holy  land,  but  all  at  length  proved 
abortive,  and  the  Mahometans  were  enfiered  to  possess. 
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186  Philip  the  Fair^  CeaL  14. 

*wiUi(Nit  oppofitiooy  their  Aiiatie  territory.  In  Eor^ 
thiiigt  tneeeedeil  tomewhat  better,  and  Spaio  was  e«a« 
pletely  broqght  under  the  Rontan  joke,  bat  sot  till  tliat 
tne  eountrj  wat  almost  reduced  to  a  desert. 

The  eotiTertion  of  one  remaining  pagan  prioee  crow»- 
ed  the  eflbrts  of  catholie  zeal  in  this  eenturj.  Jagelloo, 
duke  of  Lithuania,  submitted  to  the  eross ;  but  tha  ehief 
means  of  this  conversion  are  such,  that  we  cannot  allow 
him  any  thing  more  than  the  Christian  name,  and  a 
place  in  the  Roman  pale. 

In  the  East  the  crusades  had  not  only  failed,  hut  erea 
in  those  proviuees  where  Chrtstianitj  had  obtained  bj 
gentler  measare»|  and  had  oMintained  itB  groond  Ibr 
ages,  Mahometanism  triumphed  through  the  eonqaering 
arms  of  the  famona  Tamerlane,  who  either  pnt  the 
Christians  to  death,  or  reduced  them  to  the  most  aljeet 
•larery*  In  China  Chrbtianitj  was  reduced  tq  a  low 
ebb,  through  the  tyranny  and  snperstition  of  the  princes. 
Thus  the  whole  of  Asia  was  nearly  reduced  to  its  form- 
er state  of  ignoranee  and  irreligion }  and  to  thia  day 
waald  have  so  contianed  hat  for  the  establisbmeiil  ef 
proteatant  missions* 

A  eireamstanee  now  falls  under  notiee  which,  in  its  re- 
lations and  tendency,  eontributed  in  no  small  degree  to 
weaken  the  pawer  of  the  popedom,  and  to  aid  in  the  es- 
tabliahmeatofrafarmataaftprtaeiplcs.  Philip  of  France, 
enmamed  the  Fair,  was  a  man  of  a  bold  and  enterpris- 
ing spicitr-<<aaMn  worthy  to  wear  a  crown.  To  cheek 
such  a  spirit  in  erery  popish  monarch  was  the  true  in- 
terest of  8t  Peter.  Boniface  the  Eighth  therefore 
thongkt  it  advisable  to  let  Philif^  understand,  that  the 
tiara  was  soperiar  to  the  diailem,  and  that  France,  as 
wall  aa  all  other  kiagdama,  was  subject  to  the  pape,both 
in  BMUters  spiritnal  and  temporaL    Such  arrogance  was 
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Ckap.  A.  ffbgKnt  and  Bmiifaee.  dSf 

tepiaed  kj  Philip,  who  replied  to  the  holy  fSither,  <<  We 
ghre  joor  fool't  head  to  know  that  ia  tenporab  we  are 
saljeel  fo  koow  pertoa."  Bonifaee,  iaeensed  at  taeh 
laerilegioas  intoleiiee,  let  loose  the  thandera  of  the  Yat- 
ieaa  «fa«  4he  hlas^enoos  moaareh,  deelariag  him  a 
heretie,  and  ai  loeli  giten  orer  to  perditioo.  Philip 
treated  all  this  pontifical  fbry  with  the  eontempt  it  de- 
icriedf  and  remained  safe  enthroned  on  the  hearts  of  .the 
people.  1*he  pope  proeeeding  to  greater  Tioleaee, 
Philip  reeoWed  to  see  whether  no  hounds  eonid  be  fixed 
to  papal  anthority  and  usurpation.  An  assembly  of 
the  statee  was  ealled  in  France,  and  the  king  employed 
N^;aret,  a  famous  and  intrepid  lawyer,  to  draw  up  a 
brmal  aeeusation  against  the  pope,  in  whioh  his  holi«» 
uess  was  charged  with  heresy  and  simony.  An  appeal 
was  also  made  to  a  general  council,  and  the  deposition 
of  Boniface  demanded  by  Philip.  A  saecessAil  stand 
being  nsade  thus  far  against  the  Roman  see,  the  French 
king  commanded  Nogaret  to  seize  the  pope's  person  ^ 
in  the  execution  of  which  the  lawyer  made  use  of  carnal 
weapons,  and  with  his  gauntlet,  sadly  wounded  the  sa* 
credheadot  Boniface.'  Had  not  the  pontiff  been  resen* 
ed  by  his  friends,  he  must  have  submitted,  either  to  hava 
been  taken  prisoner  to  France,  or  perhaps  to  a  Tiolent 
death.  But  notwithstanding  the  timely  help  of  his  peo* 
pie,  and  his  safe  conduct  back  again  to  his  palace,  ho 
died  in  a  short  time,  whether  of  his  woondsor  of  vexa-  < 
tion  is  uncertain. 

The  successor  of  this  unfortunate  pontiff,  Benedict  the 
Blerenth,  had  learned  by  these  things  to  behave  with 
moderation  toward  such  a  man  as  Philip.  Ofhisowa 
accord,  he  repealed  the  violent  sentence  of  exeommnni* 
eatioa  passed  upon  the  French  monarch.  By  these 
means  the  king  was  so  strengthened  in  his  measures  and 
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resolutions,  that  he  dotermined  to  nake  aa  example  of 
Booifaee,  thoagh  dead,  and  therefore  insisted  that  Beiie- 
diet  should  olBf tally  prononnee  a  earse  upon  his  nenio- 
rj.  Whether  Philip  obtained  all  his  wishes  thrsi^ 
the  medio ro  of  the  new  pope,  is  rather  uncertain ;  for 
Benedict  lived  not  long  enough  to  aecomplish  mueh ;  it 
18  most  likely  he  died  while  these  things  were  agitating. 
-  This  gave  Philip  an  opportunity  of  bringing  forward  in 
the  eooelave  a  pope  of  his  own  preparing— Bertrand  do 
Got,  a  French  prelate.  The  appointment  of  a  foreign* 
or  to  the  papal  chair  had  always  been  carefully  avoid- 
ed by  the  partizans  of  Rome,  lest  tho  balance  of  power 
should  be  lost'  from  that  see,  uhieh  in  this  election  proved 
to  be  the  case;  for  no  sooner  had  Philip  settled  his  own 
ereature  in  the  pontificate,  than  he  removed  the  seat  of 
papal  residence  from  Rome,  to  Avignon,  in  Fraaee, 
where  it  continued  seventy  years.* 

The  removal  of  8t.  Peter's  chair  from  Rome,  contri- 
buted greatly  to  weaken  the  authority  and  infloenee  of 
papal  dominion,  while  it  added  new  vigour  to  the  mea- 
sures of  the  aspiring  French  monarch.  The  kniohts 
TBiiPLARs,  either  b^  their  wealth,  or  by  their  vice,  had 
made  themselves  a  fair  prey  for  the  rising  pretensions 
of  Franee.  Philip  demanded  their  dissolution,  and  be- 
came a  sharer  in  the  plunder  of  that  order,  from  which 
i^umstance  it  appears,  that  their  riches  had  rendered 
them  more  the  subject  of  envy  than  of  hatred. 

Terrible  were  the  effects  of  the  change  in  the  papal 
residenoe,  especially  as  the  pontiff  was  now  generally  a 
Frenchman.  Some  attempts  were  made  to  restore  the 
holy  chair  to  its  former  and  original  standing,  but  tho 

•  "  Tbii  period  the  Italtas  call,  by  way  of  dsrifioB,  ihe  Baby- 
lonUh  ca/Uivity^'* 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ  IC 
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itiue  produced  a  complete    schism    in  the  popedom^ 
in  the  year   1878,  which  lasted    forty  years.    Rome    . 
was  the   seat  of  Vrbao  the  sixth,  and  Avignon  that  of 
Clement  the  seventh.    The  rival  pontiffs  forgot  not  io    * 
hurl  thander  at  each  other's  head:  nor  were  the  people  ^ 
less  distracted ;  they  knew  not  which  to  obey — ^both  could 
not  be  legitimate — and  therefore,  while  the  church  wae 
thos  undetermined,  and  the  popes  mutually  resolved  to 
kold    their  respective  posts^  the  French  entered  into  a 
determination  to  acknowledge  neither ;  and  the  AvignoQ 
Ikther  wa9,  by  order  of  the  king,  thrown  into  prisou. 
That  the  papal  authority,  which  had  been  long  viewed  ' 
witk  enthusiasm  and  devotion,  began  to  sink  into  con- 
tempt ;   at  least  it  was  most  fully  proved  that  the  papal 
throne  was  not  like  mount  Sinai,  at   the  giving  of  the 
law,  which  even  a  beast  might  not  touch  with  impunity, 
Philip  and  his  successors  gave  such  a  grievous  stab  to 
the  popedom,   thaX  it  never  afterwards  reached  that 
height  which  had  distinguished  it  for  ages  before. 
Fofious  were  the  contentions  among  the  begging  friars. 
One  party,  called  the  spirttual^  would  be  beggars  in  the 
most  absolute  sense,    acknowledging  no   right  in  anj 
thing-— no,  not  in   the  very  rags  they  wore )  while  the 
other  thought  it  no  breach  of  their  rule  to  lay  up  of  the 
ftnits  of  their  begging  against  a  day  of  need  ;  this  waa 
an  niipardonable  sin   in  the  eyes  of  the  ^iritwUf  whe 
asserted  that**  neither  Christ  nor  his  apostles  poisefsed 
any  thing  in  common,  or  personalty  by  right  of  proper* 
ty."     This  caused  the   most   sharp  contention;  **the 
popee  sought  to  appease  it— nileuce  was  in  vain  eiyoine4 
■pos  the  angry  disputants — they  would  fight  in  spite  of 
their  father.    Thus  Dominican  against  Franeisean,  and 
Franeisean  against  Dominican ;  and  to  make  confiisioD 
Mere   eonfonnded,   Franciscans   against  Fraaciscanii 
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wage4  trreeoaeilaUe  war,  whieh  the  holy  pontib,  aid- 
ing  tometimet  with  the  one,  and  sometines  with  the  otk- 
er,  coold  Deither  termiiiate  nor  allay.'' 

6oeh  were  the  eoDbiaed  evih  in  the  holj  Romaa 
ehnreh,  (if  evib  they  might  be  ealled,)  that  many  doort 
were  thrown  open  to  her  adTertariei,  who  did  not  fidl 
to  avail  themseWee  of  these  cirenmstaoees  to  attack  the 
bierarehy,  wbieh  they  did  with  considerable  sueeess. 
Heretics  and  sehismaties  increased  on  every  band,  nor 
eoald  the  thonders  of  the  Tatiean,  with  the  fires  of  the 
hiqoisition,  stop  the  rising  rebellion. 


CHAPTER  IL 

Select    Events — Bradwardine — Wickliff^LoUards^ 
Beghards^Divers  Sectanes^Feruculian—MecitdL 

The  struggle  between  light  and  darkness,  long  and 
terrible,  is  now  fast  approaching  to  an  issue.  The  first 
and  fkirest  part  of  the  creation  of  .God  most  obtain  the 
victory,  especially  when  the  sovereign  Arbiter  so  appoint 
We  have  just  notieed  the  great  schism  in  the  seat  of 
tiie  beast,  and  the  endless  contests  among  his  creatpres. 
These  things  abundantly  contribute  to  inspire  the  spir* 
it  of  inquiry,  and  imbolden  the  advocates  of  tmth, 
BOt  only  in  seeking  it,  but  in  zealously  propagating 
it.  A  few  eirenmstanees  select  and  characteristic  mist 
precede  the  introduction  of  those  great  personages  who, 
like  the  star  of  the  morning  that  hides  its  lustre  in  the 
keams  of  the  rising  sun,  announce  the  aurora  of  reform* 
ation^  and  then  give  place  to  the  full«fl«ught  orb^  whtek 
ikineth  more  aad  more  to  the  perfiset  day. 
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We  have  teen  all  along,  throagh  the  darkett  ages, 
that  lome  few  of  the  preeioug  tons  of  Zion  have  been 
preferred  even  in  Babylon.  Another  instanee  of  Ihift 
we  have  in  Eleazar,  eoant  of  Arian,  in  Naples,  who' 
earoe  to  his  patrimony  at  about  the  age  of  twentj-three, 
an  age  at  whieh  too  manjr  of  the  great  and  noble  diieor- 
er  the  most  vile  propensities ;  bat  Eleazar  gave  tho 
world  a  proof  that  youths  riches^  and  religion^  may  join 
hand  in  hand.  Some  of  his  domestic  regnlations,  to  his 
honour,  stand  thus :  «<  I  cannot  allow  any  blasphemy  in 
raj  hoQse,  nor  any  thing  in  word  or  deed  whieh  trans* 
gresses  the  laws  of  deeorum.  Let  the  ladies  spend  their 
mornings  in  reading  and  prayer — their  afternoons  at 
some  work.  Diee  and  all  games  of  hazard  are  prohib* 
ited.  Let  there  be  eonstant  peaee  in  my  Ikroily,  other- 
wise two  arnries  are  formed  under  my  roof,  and  the  mas- 
ter is  devoured  by  both.  If  any  difference  arise,  let  not 
the  sun  go  down  upon  your  wrath.  We  mnst  bear  with 
something,  if  we  have  to  live  among  mankind.  Not  to 
bear,  and  not  to  forgive,  is  diabolical ;  to  love  enemies, 
and  to  do  good  for  evil,  is  the  mark  of  the  children  of 
Ood.  Every  evening  all  my  fkmily  shall  be  assembled 
at  a  godly  conference,  in  which  they  shall  hear  some* 
thing  of  God  and  salvation.  Let  none  be  absent  on 
pretence  of  attending  to  my  affairs.  I  have  no  affairs 
so  interesting  to  me  as  the  salvation  of  my  domestics.  I 
terionsly  forbid  all  injustice,  whieh  may  cloak  itself  un- 
der the  colour  of  serving  me.  If  I  feel  an  impatience 
ander  an  affront,  I  look  at  Christ :  can  any  thing  which 
I  suffer  be  like  to  that  wbteh  he  endured  for  roe  ?** 
What  adds  peculiar  lustre  to  this  great  man's  historyi 
his  life  and  temper  are  said  to  have  been  congenial 
with  his  maxims. 

Eehard,  a  Dominican  monk,  affords  a  singular  case  of 
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•anrenioB.  Tku  omui  wm  an  inqaiiitor,  %ad  a  griev— • 
perseeator  of  Ihc  Waidenset.  ««  At  lesgik,  alttf  nuy 
eni«ltiety  be  urged  the  Waldentet  to  infom  Imb  of  tko 
real  eanse  9i  tkeir  separatioa  from  the  ehareli  of  Robm  : 
being  eooTineod  in  hit  eonteienee  of  the  jiutire  of  oeTeral 
of  U^ir  eharget,  bo  eonfetted  the  faith  of  Cfariot,  vnited 
htmtelf  tobif  people,  like  Paul  he  preaehed  the  faith 
whieb  onee  be  destroyed,  and  in  the  isgiie  wae  hnmed  at 
Uiedelberg ;  and  the  Chrtstiam  gloriied  God  in  binu'* 
Thii  eentarj  reeeives  eontiderahle  illuaiaatioa  froM 
the  see  of  Canterbury*  BaADWAROun  was  ednoaled 
ai  Oxferd^and  obtained  eonitderaUo  hononr,  ao  a  ananof 
learning,  in  tbat  uniFertity*  He  wai  oonfeoior  and  obap* 
laiu  to  Edward  the  Third,  attended  him  in  hio  wan* 
He  is  remarked  to  have  been  Tory  faithfnl  with  his  royal 
Blatter,  and  to  have  kepi  up  at  oiaeh  of  the  terviees  of 
religion  at  a  ttate  of  warfare  would  admit  He  tpent  a 
great  deal  of  bit  time,  when  at  home,  in  writing  agokiot 
the  errort  of  Pelas^iut,  and  in  enforeing  tbe  grand  doc* 
trinet  of  the  gotpeL  In  hit  treatise  He  Cau$a  Ihif  a 
work  of  tome  note,  he  aiteribet  every  virtnons  aelion  lo 
divine  influenee — and  divine  iniuenee  to  the  free  favour 
of  God  through  Chritt.  He  makesno eompromise  bo* 
tween/ree  wM  and/r^e  grace  $  hit  dittinetiont  are  elear, 
and  hit  profestiou  of  gospel  truth  bold  and  aeriout. 
Late  in  life  he  wat  raised  to  the  arehiepiteopal  digni^. 
Ho  died  tU%^9X  Lambeth. 

But  England  produeet  a  still  greater  eharaeter  in  the 
p^rton  of  WioKLiFF.  The  eharaeter  of  thjt  man  en* 
tors  deeidedly  into  tbat  of  a  Rsfobm kr.  He  b^an  te 
.flourith  A.  D.  1871,  about  six  years  before  the  elose  of 
the  long  reign  of  Edward  tbe  Third. 
>  John  Wiekliff  was  first  known  as  profeosor  of  divinitj 
At  Morton  College,  Oifor^  where  his  taknts  andlettm* 
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nad^vd  htm  aeeospiewMitelMrfteteri  but  wh«t 
Imn  thkAj  into  note  wm  the  tUBd  tlwl  ha 
fl»da  aganHl  tto  neadieaaC  Mart,  wlio  had^  wkk  their 
oiaal  kNobaae  aad  attmeacMMMy  iaIHaged  apoa  Iba 
pririlegat  aad  statutes  af  that  floarii hiog  ontrersity* 
TUa  seaadabas  arder  ef  eeeleriasties  he  treated  with 
aasiiderahle  sarerity,  bath  ia  his  writiiigs  and  dispata- 
Am§9  hy  whieh  he  gaioed  the  geod  will  aad  applaota 
ef  hie  eolieagvice.  Wiefctiff  was  aot  enly  the  adveeate 
ef  the  eeHtgg,  bat  also  af  tile  erewn.  He  dared  to  re* 
Bwaatrate  with  tlw  pape  oa  the  eabjeet  ef  (ribote,  wbieh 
St.  Peter  deannded  ef  the  English  meaareh  from  the 
di^s  ef  Kiag  Jolni.  The  spirited  and  argamentative 
pratest  whieh  lie  set  ap  against  this  anjast  demaad, 
hraagbt  hiai  inte  autiee  at  eourt,  and  hebeeame  the  spe- 
eial  fkraarile  of  John  a  Gaant,  duhe  of  Laneatter,  sea 
ta  the  reigaing  prinee,  a  man  who  ia  these  days  (tbe 
taag  being  esMediagly  iairm  aad  adyaaeed)  was  lb 
pessessioa  of  mare  inflaence  than  any  other  personage 
ia  tiie  nation.  These  two  eirenmstaaees  eentriboted  ta 
iaapire  the  professor  with  a  boldaess  whieh  afterward 
dtettagaisbflMl  him  as  a  reformer. 

It  ia  Tory  probable  that  while  WieklilTwas  eondoefing 
llwse  eantroversies,  he  obtained  a  still  greater  insight 
iaCathie  abamiaations  af  the  papal  system  j  Ibr  indeed,  it 
waaaat  possible  to  exelaim  against  the  two  principles 
af  eneroaehment  just  notieed,  without  entering  rery  eon- 
iSderahly  iata  the  spirit  of  the  ruling  superstition.  The 
papa  and  his  mendicant  emissaries  considered  the  eon- 
:  af  Wiekliff  as  a  direct  attack  upon  the  saered  de- 
af 8t*  Peter ;  and  aeeordiagly  the  adrentorons 
refonaer,  as  a  chastisement  for  his  rashnessi  was  remor- 
ai  from  his  oAee  ia  the  unirersity.  This  only  sharpen- 
ad  Ms  spirit,  aad  pforeked  him  to  eater  ftirtber  iato  the 
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•■I^eet  of  abttttt  n— tiio  topreawef  oC  A#  I 
the  woithip  of  iiDftgf  g  tiw  nrooafioa  of  oaint*— 4im»- 
idhitmtimtioa  InAdgopflM^  &e.  bo  lOfirtatoJ  is  (ho 
otrongett  ternit,  and  wooM  uiott  likely  hovo  dooriy  poid 
for  Midi  leomtng  toam^,  hod  oot  tke  doko  of  Looeoo- 
tor  itood  bj  kin  wkon  otted  to  a|>poor  boftro  Sudknrj 
of  Caaterbary,  and  Coortnoy  of  Loodoa,  at  8C  PiMrtV 
Notwitkttanding  his  expabioB  frooi  Ui  profeooorohi^ 
it  if  asoertod  by  toso,  that  throagh  royal  iiTOBr  lie  re- 
gained it,  and  inereated  in  boldaem  of  attenpt  agaioot 
the  papal  hierarchy.  'Be  that  as  it  may,  the  TahMhio 
rectory  of  Lntterworth  was  leenred  to  htm,  m  wkioh 
parisk  he  discharged  the  office  of  a  good  pastor^  «ri 
aeaiously  dispeased  the  word  of  life.  One  labour,  by 
which  he  strock  a  mortal  blow  at  tke  beast^  and  senred 
the  glorious  cause  of  troth,  deservcfs,  aboire  all  thmgs, 
to  be  noticed:  Ha  tramolatsd  thb  Biblb  niTO 
Enoltsh,  and  took  great  pains  in  eircolating  that  ia- 
Ikllible  standard  of  gospel  truth.  This  act  of  Wkkltff 
is  reprehended  by  an  ecclesiastic  of  that  day  in  the  fol- 
kwing  terms :  <<  Christ  committed  the  gospel  to  the 
olergy  and  doctors  of  the  church,  that  they  might  miais- 
ter  it  to  the  laity  and  weaker  persons,  according  to  the 
exigency  of  times,  and  persons'  wants ;  but  this  Maater 
John  Wiekliff  translated  it  out  of  Latin  into  Bagliob^ 
and  by  that  means  laid  it  more  open  to  the  laity,  and  to 
women  who  could  read,  than  it  used  to  be  to  the  moot 
learned  of  the  clergy,  and  those  of  them  who  had  the  boot 
anderstanding.  And  so  the  gospel  pearl  is  eist  abroad, 
and  trodden  under  foot  of  swine ;  and  that  whi<Sh  ased  to 
he  preeious  to  both  clergy  and  laity,  is  made,  as  it  woro, 
the  common  jests  of  both  ;  and  the  jewel  of  the  ohareh 
is  turned  into  the  sport  of  the  laity."  An  attempt  was 
made  to  suppress  Witklifi  Biblo^  bj  a  petition  to  paiv 
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Tbtp^ptrti  •pdct  of  Wiokliff  in  terns  the  Most  ep. 
freirieiit,  mmi  Wosld  gladly  have  laid  ?ioleat  hands  up- 
an  km,  bat  Q%i  presenred  bim,  and  kept  bim  as  a  barn- 
m^  aad  skinkig  ligbt  br  nanj  years.  He  died  in  peaee 
at  Ijettonvertb,  ia  tke  year  iaa7.  Seme  tew  years  after» 
Us  warks  were  eoMeeted  and  burnt  at  Oxford,  bis  bones 
alee  fvere  dag  api  barned  to  ashes,  and  thrown  into  tke 
iwer.  Bat  what  of  all  that  ?•— his  works  were  written 
0*  aMo's  hearts,  by  the  saered  impression  of  the  Divine  ' 
Spirit  $  and  as  for  his  mortal  remains,  he  will  stand  in 
no  need  of  ihem  till  that  day  shall  arrive  when  the 
voice  of  the  arehangel  and  the  tmmp  of  God  shall  rs- 
eelleat  every  atom,  and  present  his  body  withont  spot 
orbieaiish,  or  any  saeh  thing.  Wiekliff  had  his  failings, 
both  in  sentiment  and  spirit,  hot  his  spots  were  such  as 
have  eteaved  to  many  of  God's  people  in  all  ages. 

Enriy  in  this  eeninry  the  low  eoontries  were  grievons- 
ly  afflieted  with  fiestilential  disorders,  which  eirenm- 
stanee  gave  rise  to  the  denomination  of  Lollahds.  The 
regiakyr  elergy,  like  the  old  pagan  priests  notieed  in  the 
iMMth  age,  felt  too  little  love  to  their  fellow  men  to  at- 
tend tiiem  in  siekness,  or  to  perform  their  fnneral  rites. 
To  sapply  this  delioieney,  some  brethren  and  sisters  of  a 
east  more  benevolent,  if  not  quite  so  eatholie.  jeoparded 
their  lives  in  visiting  and  burying  multitudes  of  the  an- 
happy  rietims  who  fell  by  the  raging  disorder.  At  these 
fanerals  they  generally  adopted  a  kind  of  psalmody  af- 
ter the  manner  of  a  dirge,  from  wliich  eireumstanee 
these  people  were  ealled  Lollards^  the  High  Dutch  word 
isr  gingU^,  being  luUen:  the  denomination  was  easily 
fcrased  $  indeed  the  term  lull  is  used  in  our  own  language 
ta  aigaify  %  soothing  tone  of  voiee.    The  Lollards  soon 
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Meiiitdp.aiid  repreitBted  U  die  p#pft ma f^pl^ cucei* 
limply  heretieal  aad  daagtrsns ;  tet  ui  4h0  «stfaMli«i  dT 
the  petple  at  large^  the  LolUrda  were  j»ttiii^J  m  afiift- 
letnitj  dteervuig  well  of  tkt  pnblie.  The  pereetataeB 
thej  Mffered  only  leaded  to  keep  then  ti|;etlier  ia  apir- 
it»  aad  to  ipread  their  doetriae  aad  their  Bane;  eo  that 
ia  a  few  feare  the  LoUarde  were  feoad  aU  oTor  Genu- 
Wf  aad  Flaadert»  aod  ia  auaijr  other  parte  of  Karipe. 

Very  etauUr  was  the  origiB  of  the  BaMiijiae.  Theae 
people  were  $o  ealled  from  their  fervour  ia  davatiaa. 
Refaeiag  to  adopt  the  eeaeelete  and  eoperetitioat  fanes 
of  prayer  thea  in  Tegae,  they  prayed  from  the  heart  as 
the  Spirit  gave  ntteranee.  They  were  aot  aehamed  Id 
aekaowledge  themselves  peasieaers  apen  the  dtvhie 
hoaaty,  aod  to  beg  of  him  daily  as  their  wants  dirtaUd  $ 
and  from  a  sense  of  their  extreme  depeadeaoe  oa  the 
fhithfainess  of  Gody  they  often  beff;ed  /uirej— *aad  thmi 
they  reeeived  a  denomiaaiion  ui  the  ehareh  irom  that 
spirit  of  devotional  piety  whieh  they  manifested.  Jkm 
these  people  inereased^  they  aad  the  Lollards  were  aAas 
confounded  :  indeed,  the  spirit  of  both  being  so  akin,  ic 
.was  natural  to  class  them  together.  But  what  was  Cur 
worse  than  this,  a  great  number  of  base  hypoeritee,  who 
wished  to  make  a  fair  shew,  associated  with  thea^  aad 
from  time  to  time  brought  them  into  disrepute  $  thisis 
not  to  be  wondered  at — the  tares  and  the  wheat  have  been 
found  growing  together,  and  doubtless  will  eoatiaae  to 
do  so  till  the  end  come* 

*  The  spirit  of  reformation  prevailiag  by  aieans  of  theaa 
sects,  the  advocates  of  Rome  foand  it  ceavenieat  to  sei«B 
eoBW  opprobrious  epithet  by  which  to  distii^bh,  aad 
disgrace  all  that  dared  to  r^eet  oa  the  holy  cathoKa  ra* 
ligion.  Lollard  seemed  to  he  a  term  suited  to  their  par* 
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pMe^  aad  therefcre  we  siuill  find  in  ssbseqaeot  detail  4 
tnrmty  ef  replied  herotiet  lo  ealled.  Tbe  eemeft  tlie 
eeee  w  the  |ireee«t  dej  $  fe»e  ternt  eeaudered  bj  the 
mitilsde  eipretnireef  refM^iNMh,  is  ettMhed  lo4lie  ttero 
naleos  aed  exemplaiy  of  every  denomiuatfea  |  and  it  ii 
a»ark  Ihey  Mst  be  eoitent  te  wear. 

It  woold  be  an  almost  emllets  task  to  enonemte  IIm 
dhrers  seats  wkieh  prerailed  dnrinf  tlMse  ages.  The 
eadMie*  thenselires  were  divided  into  a  thousand  «r- 
deffi  ;  aad  tbe  menke,  enpeeially,  were  for  ever  splitting 
iaie  parties*  Theobfeeters  to  the  Memaa  see,  though 
I  is  their  resohMtott^e  eeparale  frem  that  eoaraittn- 

t  eeald  not  agree  itpon  one  ereed  anHHig  themselves : 
mmi  indeed,  where  there  ndght  be  a  eonsiderable  same- 
mtm  in  point  of  doctrine  and  diseipline,  a  thousand  eir- 
ennsemnrei  oeenrred  to  divide  them  into  diflbrent  soeie- 
tiet,  and  nf  eonrse  a  variety  of  denominations  mnst  have 
•pevaikid. 

This  eentnry  revived  tfn  oM  and  almost  fbrgettea 
parly,  who  had  distingirished  themselves  by  the  flaget* 
iaiioni  whieh  they  exereisrf  open  themselves.  These 
Whippers  aseribed  those  things  to  the  seonrge,  whieh 
had  been  ascribed  to  the  merits  of  Christ  and  to  the  sa* 
eransents.  They  asserted^  « that  the  old  law  of  Christ 
was  soon  to  be  abolished,  and  that  a  new  law,  enjoining 
the  baptism  of  blood  to  be  administered  by  whipping, 
wae  to  he  snbstitnted  in  its  plaee.'*  This  sect  was  em- 
dly  perseeuted  by  the  inqnisition ;  but  not  extirpated* 

In  opposition  to  the  Whippers,  arose  the  Dangers  ; 
A  party,  it  most  be  allowed,  more  joyons,'  tf  not  less  sn* 
perstilions.  They  ^  assembled  of  both  sexes  ;  and, 
holding  hand  in  hand,  displayed  tbe  most  extraordinary 
gestares,  till  exhausted  with  the  violence  of  their  eontin* 
nod  motions,  they  Istl  breathless  to  the  gronnd,  pretead** 
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;  llnwMMOM,  to  reeeWe  vkioM  mud  reirelati^nt." 
\  m»  ike  IbNf  ef  tiiete  Btneers  wai  lets  end 
llwii  ihmik  •£  the  Wliifpert,  to  was  tke  treatmeiit  Arf 
wMk  i¥Mi  A«»  tMr  •firitiial  Judges.    <<  The  ignontsi 
•ktgjr  f>gM<M  thcw  m  deaioamei,  and  by  ineeme  and 
eadeaToared  t#  east  oat  (he  d^aeing  derik 
I  th«  dMadcd  Amtemlty.'* 
6aah  rariety  af  o|»}MMttio«  to  the  popedom  kept  alive 
Iha  vigilaaee  «f  (ha  hiqvieitofial  oAeert,  and  naltitato 
Ml  TieUawta  iMr  eraeHj.    The  Lollards  were  prints 
pally  BMated  |  aad  after  the  death  of  the  emperor  Lew* 
k,  Ihiir  Aiead,  great  were  th€^  toillBHBgfi ;  many  were 
pat  la  daaih,  and  others  were  driven  from  their  aatifO 
praviBoas  iaia  Bohearia,  where  they  joined  the  MaraviaB 
egad  BobamiaQ  brethren,  and  in  alter  ages  eontribated  to 
Ibaatraaglh  and  triamphs  of  the  Hossiles*  The  ehsenre 
retreats  of  tho  Waldenses  and  Albigenses,  in  the  Talfiesi 
aad  eostigaoas  eoantry,  in  France  and  8witzeriand,  hi 
great  moasara  soraeaed  them  ft*om  the  jealous  eye  of  pa* 
pal  emissaries  $  bat  their  inerease  was  not  wholly  nnob- 
aarrad,  aad  a  few  years  wiU  bring  them  into  the  heat  of 
thabatUe. 


CHAPTER  IlL 

State  of  Literature — Writers^Review  of  the  Centurg. 

RaxiCHOir  and  learning  are  much  nearer  akin  than 
so«M  valgar  souls  hare  imagined.  The  little  ieamiog 
tho  world  possessed  during  the  first  ages  of  Christianity 
wassaoB  lostwhea  monkery,  superstition,  and  priesteraft 
asarpod  an  aadue  authority  over  the  aaderstandings  i>f 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ  IC 


ebftp«S.  Wrik9^  Sff 


Had  primttiTe  Clirittiamly  beni  tMUMnillad  lo 
m«#edwg  gvneralMMy  tbe  eoaiiMD  peaple  oMni  iHtve 
beip  taught  the  nuliiiieau  of  eMfcl  leamiag,  they 
ttiiyt  have  beea  taiiglit  ta  read,  aad  readam  inatt  hare 
had  hooiu,  I  hristiao  readers  awti  have  had  BiUet ;  aad 
they  irha  f  ooM  hare  read  the  eaered  wriltagi  waaM  have 
had  toBie  taite  for  other  reeorde.  Bot  the  Bnawm  ehareli 
didievery  thing  iu  her  power  to  eitingaieh  Mght,  aad  a 
diamal  night  wa$  leaf^eaed  out  for  a  eeries  of  'i^eo. 
Whea  tree  religioo  agaia  made  her  appoaraaoe,  ieani-' 
iag  appeared  in  her  train*  Learned  meiiy  if  they  had 
aaj  love  to  the  goapel,  had  oooMNhiag  to  d%  they  bad  to 
spicad  religion;  this  eoald  not  ho  done  withoat  writing 
aa4  f  ireaUtiag  booke.  Heaeo  Peler  Waldo  in  the  i9ih 
cqitory  trantlaled  portions  of  the  New  Tettaaient  f  aad 
th«»e  attempts  provoked  others  to  engage  ia  oiaMlar 
works. 

la  this  eentory>  as  the  refonaation  was  dawning  upon 
the  world,  many  great  men  advoeated  the  eaose  of  trath, 
and  deelared  their  sentiments  to  the  world.  Some  of  the 
Greek  emperors  distinguished  thomselves  as  advoeates 
for  eireolating  knowledge*  Andronieos  the  Elder  eom* 
posed  a  dialogue  between  a  Jew  and  a  Christian,  whieh 
performanee  ^  is  said  to  have  been  no  eontemptible  de- 
feaee"  of  the  gospeL  But  writers  of  less  name  did,  per- 
haps, the  world  more  serviee.  Barlaam  appeared  as  a 
zealous  advoeate  for  the  Greek  ehuroh ;  and  attaeked 
the  pope's  snpreamey.  Nieephoms  Calistins  eompiled 
a  eoBsiderable  work  upon  Eeelesiastieal  History.  In 
Bn^aad  we  have  aotieed  Bradwardine  and  Wieklifl^  to 
whom  we  may  add  here  William  Oekam,  so  named  from 
a  village  in  Surry  where  he  was  bom,  who  distinguished 
himself  by  writing  in  defenee  of  Philip  the  Fair  ia  his 
disputes  with  the  papai«    Nieholu  do  Lyra^  a  Jewish 
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MBvert,  gATe  paUie  leetans  ab  A«  sMved  Mripteret 
*l  Park.  NielMkfl  Oramiity  &  Nomma,  pratcfl^r  to 
Ckarlet  y.  9i  FraMc^  IraMlated  Ik  BiUe  IbC#  F^reMk 
Tke  mrm^  «f  4lito«e«t«7»i»hcii  tUn  tegetiitf,  wiM 
ffftMBt  at  OM  view  a  ■eaae  widely  difmat  h^m  mmj 
tkiag  fMHkg  Wider  aor  Botiea  far  mmmj  agea  Wek.  We 
iMure  taea  taaie  eartUj  Maaareht  eaateadiag  Ibr  their 
civil  rightt  fgaiael  tlie  nsarpatiaBt  af  ^  preleaded  aae- 
eaeear  af  8u  Peter~(ke  papcdep  rent  ia  twm^  aad  Ike 
divided  eaekeiaetieal  dyaaet j  degnuled  ia  the  eyes  af  all 
Earopa— protettants  and  reforeierB,  aa  every  ei^  vea- 
tariag  ta  assart  their  right  to  think  i&r  theaiealvea,  aad 
demaadiag  that  privilege  for  others  andt  what  is  aliU 
BH»re  eneouragiog,  the  traaslatioa  rf  the  BiUe  iaia  the 
Bagltsh  language  $  the  sound  of  wUeh  is  gaae  aat  into 
all  the  warld.    Amkit  1  Allblvjab. 
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CAAPTEBI. 

The  Waldenus. 

Ttts  tine  if  now  •onie  for  tlie  If  aldensian  eonfessors 
t«  4^14  a  Jistittgaithed  plaee  in  eliareli  history.    Seven 
iMNMlfed  year^  haTO  elapsed  sinee  they  first  began  to  ap- 
pear as  a  people  separate,  and  distinct  from  the  eathplie 
aad  warldly  ehnreh.    Their  beginnings  were  small,  and 
ihmr  origin  obtenre,  but  now  they  are  sofBeiently  nnme^ 
nnis,  and  their  eharaeter  so  strongly  marked,  that  it  ii 
Impassible  for  them  any  longer  to  eseape  the  notice,  and 
Ae  Ibry,  of  the  papal  usurpation.    In  Ibrmer  eentariet 
the  WaMenses  had  suffered  maeh,  and  often,  from  their 
pamaentors,  bat  in  these  sofferings  they  had  generally 
eonfonnded  with  other  seets,  espeeially  the  Albi- 
Their  enemies  had  eontinually  hunted  them  ont 
Hi  the  diilbreat  eovntries  whither  they  had  been  seatter* 
ei,  hot  na  direet  attack  had  been  made  upon  thair 
peaeaM  retreat  in  the  Tallies  of  Piedmont.    That  com* 
parattire  qniet  which  this  people  enjoyed  in  this  ti*act  of 
eaontry,  aa  doubt  eontribnted  to  bring  great  numbers^ 
who  Ihvoored  their  tIcws,  together  in  these  vallies    One ' 
thifig  if  eertain,  at  the  eammencement  of  this  century^ 
they  began  aa  to  attract  the  attention  of  their  malicioui 
iwf  9  that  the  obftcare  and  lowly  dwellings  they  occupied^ 
mm  langer  afforded  tlMB  a  fafo  retreat 
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tfitted  by  the  eaOiolk  pvly  raidiiis  ib  (ImI  MigUMr*' 

Fhrtgela,  In  PkNhioiit.  l*he«tt«dE,  wimli ieew  tohwr* 
been  of  ikt  wtoH  fbrieve  kiai^  mm  nade  towttrii  the 
•b4  of  iIm  ttiMtk  of  Deeeaber— -wliett  Mm  MowKiiHi 
were  eorered  widi  fnow,  ui4  ibovebj  riafcreJ  oo  Ht' 
fievit  of  meeets,  tfwt  tfko  peieeable  MMbitMrte  of  tbo 
vmlf  let  were  wbelly  iiamppri«ed  that  aay  atteupt  wat 
■M^haied ;  aad  their  perfeeatert  were  ia  aetsal  fm^ 
•ettion  of  their  eavoiy  ere  ihej  eeeai  to  hmrt  heea  af« 
prised  of  their  hoetiie  dengni  upon  thoai.  Ia  thiepilia* 
bh  plight  Ihey  had  raeoane  to  the  oafy  ahetaatlve 
whieh  remained  for  taviag  their  liiree— thej  fled  U  oao 
of  the  highest  sioaBtaias  sf  the  Alps^  with  their  wites 
and  ehtldren,  the  oahappy  mothers  eariyiag  the  oiadls 
in  one  hand>  and  in  the  other  leading  oaoh  of  their  off* 
spring  as  were  able  to  walk.  Their  iahaoMm  iaradersy 
whose  ibet  w«*e  swift  to  ohed  blood,  pmrsaed  thoai  ia 
their  flight,  aatil  vight  eamo  oa,  aad  slew  a  great  anm<* 
her  of  them  befbre  thej  oooM  reaeh  the  moantaias*: 
Those  that  escaped,  were,  however,"  exposed  to  ovib 
as  great  as  those  they  had  already  avoided*  ^  Over* 
taken  by  the  night,  they  wandered  ap  and  down  the 
moantains,  eotenrd  with  snow,  wilhoat  sholtei^*  or  oao* 
oonr ;  ^  benambed  with  ooM,  they  feU  easy  ■mrtyn  Is 
the  severity  of  the  ellfflate,«Bd  when  the  shades  el 
night  had  passed  away^  there  were  Ibaad  in  their  era* 
dks,  or  lying  npon  the  snow,  seoreo  %i  their  faifbnts  dee* 
titate  of  Hfe,  many  of  their  mothers  also  lyhig  dead  by 
their  sides,  aad  others  Jast  opoa  the  point  of  explrlagb 
Duri^  the  night,  their  enemies  were  basiiy  employed 
in  pinndering  thefar  hoases  of  every  thing  vaioable^ 
wkieh  they  eoavqFod  awey  lo  fiasa*'* 
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Tkb  irst  ftttMic  vpMi  tbe  elwMliet  of  Pieteoftt  was 
baft*  ipcMBM  of  wlwt  iImj  hmi  to  mSbt  mi  tiibtoqiiciit 
ytmi  11  ouido  M  deep  m  impreitistt  opoM  their 
dial  «•  froli  geiiMirtioo  to  genenHleii^  Ikey  traai^ 
vittoi  wkh  deep  teMationt  ^  kemr  the  4mimI  hUtoiy 
flf  their  eahwiity  aed  pereeeatioiL  B«l  what^k  re- 
MMkabie,  after  thit  dreadflil  oneet  they  were  eoflered  to 
ei^oj  peaee  with  hoi  Ktile  iaterraptiea,  till  aboat  the 
jpaar  1467.  Tet  it  natt  be  renemberedi  that  during 
thie  ielenwl  ef  rest  in  tbe  Yaliies,  the  different  seetSy 
aaMng  whom  were  naay  of  the  foilowers  ef  the  Wal- 
deases,  saAred  greatly  in  difereat  parts  of  JBuropei 
aad  eepeetally  within  the  preeiats  ef  the  aiq^sttorial 
eaarts. 

The  year,  Jast  uMnlioned  above,  had  seareely  dawn- 
ed hefiire   Pope  Innoeeat  the  Bighth  issned  a   boll 
whereby  to  enpower  Albert  de  Capitaneis,  arebdeaeon 
ef  Cmaeoa,  to  pnrsae  with  fire  aad  sword  all  who 
woaMaot  sabmt  to  papal  aathority.    Tbe  south  of 
Vraaee  wm  lirst  fited  open  by  AlbiM^  aod  ealling  in 
4e  aid  of  the  king's  Kenteaant  in  the  prorinee  of  Dan- 
plday,  he  attaeked  the  inhabitants  of  the  valley  of 
Iioyse*    The  poor  people,  apprised  of  the  enemies  ^ 
psaaeh,  fled  to  their  retreats  and  Ihstnesses  io  tbe  moua« 
taiat.    The  Kenteaant  finding  his  vietioM  thus  seenred, 
ordered  prodigieos  qoantities  of  wood  to  be  kindled  at 
the  eatraaees  ef  their  eaves.    ^  The  eonseqnenee  was, 
that  Ihar  haadred  ehitdrea   were    sufibeated  in  their. 
etmdlee,  or  in  the  arms  of  their  dead  aiothers,  while 
naaltltadM,  to  avoid  dying  by   sirfToeation,   or  being 
barnt  to  death,  peeeipitated  tbenselvee  headlong  Anem 
their  eaveras  apoa  the  reeks  below,  where,  th^  were 
dttAcd  iapieeesy  or  slanghtered  by  the  bmtal  soldiery/' 
M  It  is  held  unqnestMably  trae^  (sa/s  Ferria)  thi^ 
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wire  ihu  threft  thooMUid  fttnmu  perkhed  m  this  oe- 
•Mm.'* 

From  heMe  Albert  ead  U«  Ueed  howMb  preeeeM 
ie  Piednont,  where  lie  was  jewed  by  mm  amj  of  ei|^- 
teen  tbotttaad  soldiere,  wbieb  be  divided  ialo  detaeb- 
memtMj  end  merehed  ia  different  dkeetiont»  eo  as  M  co»- 
f  au  ibe  several  Talliee  and  to  atlaelt  them  aH  at  oace. 
We  need  not  eay  the  eense^uetieet  were  ifa'eadfal,  bet 
they  weuM  have  been  mneh  woree,  had  not  the  duke  ef 
Savoy  eompassionated  the  eofferingt  of  hit  peer  erfi- 
jeeti,  and  interfered  on  their  behalf. 

By  tueh  means  ae  these,  and  ethers  equally  erad  till 
•ppresstve,  the  Waldenses  continued  to  suifbr  in  a  gfeel- 
er  or  less  degree  daring  the  century.  Under  these  eir- 
•nmitanees  their  preservation  amounts  almost  to  a  mira- 
ele»  they  were  like  the  Bush  which  Moses  saw  bnmiig, 
hut  not  consumed. 

It  is  much  to  he  regretted  that  the  limits  of  this  sis- 
oinet  work  will  scarcely  admit  of  even  a  brief  oattiue  ef 
the  doctrine^  disciplmej  and  ctmmunUm  of  the  IValdd- 
sian  churches.  Suffice  it  to  say,  the  dactHm$  tk«r 
avowed  were  truly  evangelical,  ahd  sueh  as  are  new 
awerted  ia  the  formularies  of  the  B«fcrmed  Charehai 
rf  Europe,  and  soeh  as  the  New  England  Fadiers  avow- 
ed in  the  first  ehnrehes  of  this  country.  Their  churches 
were  well  orgmniscei  and  pmsUmd  duties  strictly  attend- 
ed to.  Tht  foUowskip  maintained  in  the  several  soeib- 
tiee,  and  the  ^ffeoHomde  eommutlwrn  which  pervadel 
the  whole,  were  rnich  as  not  only  to  itrile  with  ai^ 
aishment,  bat  prove  that  the  Divine  Savioar  was  emi- 
neatly  among  them.  Their  prosperity  is  still  mere  8U^ 
prising^  when  we  consider  the  pel^etaal  pereeerti^tt 
Which  they  were  liable,  and  irkieh  they  aften  siAfci) 
hat  like  the  sons  of  Jacob  in  Egypt,  the  mota  Ckey  wtit 
oppressed,  the  more  they  increased  aad  grew% 
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Tarn  seat  and  oflfee  of  the  papaey,  diTided  as  they  were^ 
Made*  no  alteration  in  the  spirit  of  the  papal  system :  the 
kingdom  of  Satan  was  not  di? ided  against  itself.  It  mat- 
tered not  whether  the  banner  of  the  seariet  whore  were 
eroeled  at  Rome  or  at  Avignon,  or  whether  the  two 
popes  eoold  be  equally  legitimate— the  prinee  of  dark- 
ness took  care  to  rally  his  bloody  regiment  ander  it,  and 
to  nsake  freqnent  inroads  upon  the  saered  territories  of 
the  ehoreh.  The  translation  of  the  seriptnres  into  the 
native  tongoe  was  a  most  alarming  eireumstanee ;  the 
lordly  priests  well  knew  that  there  was  not  an  article 
of  their  eeelesiastical  system  to  be  found  in  the  gospels^ 
%nd  that  if  men  in  general  became  acquainted  with  the 
truth,  their  spiritual  domination  and  plunder  would  be 
at  an  end. 

The  religion  of  the  Lollards  or  of  Wickliff  (terms  in^ 
discriminately  used  for  the  same  people)  wav  the  reli* 
gton  of  the  Bible;  therefore  in  propagating  their  tenets^ 
they  had  only  to  prepagate  the  scriptures :  hence,  an 
Bttaehroent  to  the  word  of  God  was  sufficient  to  stamp  n 
man  for  a  heretic,  and  to  point  him  out  to  the  Moody* 
minded  priesthood.  Pblitie al  affairs  in  England  at  thb 
time  contributed  greatly  to  aid  these  peraecntor»^f  the 
saints.  John  a  Oaunt,  the  friend  and  patren  of  Wick* 
lifT,  wfiM  laid  in  the  dust;  and  his  son,  havings  murder^ 
ed  King  Richard  the  Second  in  order  to  place  himself  oB 
(be  throne  stood  in  ncc^^  papal  motion  to  confirm  bimi 
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in  that  usarpatioBi  he  aeeordingly,  at  a  trae  sob  of  the 
ehareh,  joined  the  elergy  against  all  that  dared  to  e^ 
pote  the  holj  tee.    The  eenturjr  before  us  had  leaiee- 
Ij  eommeneed,  when  the  Jlr$$  Jlt^  tfud  ever  hmrned  a 
marit/T  in  England  wai  kindled  rouiyl  WilUam  SantM^ 
a  London  prieity  who  had  embraeed,  and  veatured  to 
teaeh  the  doetrinet  of  WieUiff.    John  Badby,  an  ilUla- 
rate  meehaniey  a  few  years  after,  enffMred  the  same  ii(% 
Ibr  maintaining  that  the  saeramental  bread  was  not  tbi 
real  body  of  Christ*    At  the  exeention  of  tliis  mmm  ths 
frinee  of  Wales»  afterwards  the  renowned  Henrj  ike 
Fifths  attended^  and  exhorted  the  heretie  ta  raeaat,  pr»> 
vising  him  a  stipend  for  lifb.    Badhjr  paneseed  the 
Iwart  of  a  martjr^and  nobljr  refused ;  the  prinee  aban- 
doned him  in  a  ragr>  tod  the  fire  eaen  bnraed  aff  the 
bands  ef  oMrtiditj  and  set  the  spirit  at  liberty.    Arat- 
del,  arehlMshop  of  Cantarbnry,  was  a  priaaipal  agMit  ia 
these  perseentions  |  under  his  direetion  many  were  ap 
yrekended  and  aeeusad  f  seme  throagh  fear  reaaateii 
eilhers  eontinned  stedfast,  and  sealed  the  trntb  with  their 
Jivfs.    A  rery  eenspieneus  and  iUustriaua  eharaettr 
among  these  sufferers  we  have  in  the  person  of  Lord 
CoBBAM,  a  man  who,  hgr  hie  ralonr  and  loyalty,  had 
raised  hinuelf  high  in  the  king't  Asveurf  nor  was  bs 
less  beloved  by  the  people,  in  the  estiflMkten  of  whom 
iut  was  considered  to  be  a  gentleman,  a  soldier,  and  a 
Biaa  of  probity  and  honour.    But  ha  had  rendered  him* 
aelf  odious  to  the  popish  ministers,  by  openly  aekaew- 
ledging  himself  an  admirer  of  the  famous  WieUift    At 
Tory  great  expense  he  had  eolleeted,  transeribed,  aad 
propagated  the  works  of  that  referoier;  in  additioa  ts 
whieh  he  eountenaneed,  and  even  maintainedy  a  aaaiiksr 
of  preachers  in  diferont  parts  of  the  eoBntry^  aapeeially 
jp  the  dioeesea  af  li«liifter»  lMiim$  aad  lianftid. 
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The  patMimgB  if  tuth  m  mm,  wm  Hfcefy  io  nmder  IM 
iNtk  of  vtforiMithHi  do  •««it  hijory  to  holy  ^liiireli ; 
ihuiUbiu  Ur  n¥f  tint  etU  w  the  Ml,  Antiidd  Ibanl 
It  auiiMiry  t»  *et  wilA  eaottnii  on  the  one  handy  and 
intni&o  on  the  other.    He  re«oNed  aiioa  ^  general  sy* 
ma4f  whkb  be  odleJ  Ht  London  f  8t  Panfi  eathedml 
wot  the  plaeo  of  asMmbij,  a.  d.  I4ta.      Before  thil 
oytudf  WM  laid  a  refN»rt  freuiOxIbrd,  tlafing  the  spread 
•r  WkUiff's  ophiioMy  eren  among  the  etadentt  in  that 
MMMifj  9  that  Cobfaam  had  tome  of  the  scholars  in  hit 
fmjf  wbofli  he  eneeoraged  to  diteeminate  heretical  doe^ 
imee  |  and  tfant  this  nobleman  likewise  employed  the 
dSseiplOt  of  Wiokliff»  without  the  lieente  of  tb^dioeeeav, 
to  go  abont  and  preaeh  aueh  doetrines  at  the  ehureb 
iNid  ddilnred  a  dangerous  hertty.  Upon  tbit  report,  the 
ytoiident  arehbithop  ordered  a  eopy  of  each  of  Wiek^ 
liVt  workt  to  bo  pnblidy  and  toleanriy  bamed ;  avi 
k   oe  happened,   tbat  among   these   books,   one  wii 
te  bevo  belonged  to  Lord  Cobhami   thit  eir- 
wat   oonttrned  into   a  fnll  proof  tbat  hb 
lerdtbip  wan  a  Loliari.    Thit  book  had  been  shewn 
l»lke  king  before  it  wat  eommitted  to  the  flainet,  and 
tbe  elergy  took  tare  to  avail  tbemseUet  of  this  Inei* 
dent  Io  petsen  the  mind  of  Henry,  whoso  warrant  they 
kaew  was  abselotely  neeessary  in  order  to  apprehend 
the  heretie.    On  the  sobjeet  of  Lord  Cobban's  dspns^ 
Inre  fre«  the  eatholie  faith  there  eonid  be  no  donbti 
•rett  the  king  admitted  the  fcet ;  bat  in  eonsideratioa 
ef  the  fpreat  intqprity  and  signal  serriees  of  the  herek 
ki^bt,  be  andertook  to  interpose  his  royal  expootnln* 
tie«  and  entreaty  with  Cobham,  if  haply  be  might  be 
the  means  of  resUring  him  to  the  Roman  fakb,  wM^ 
ewt  eapesmg  bis  bononrable  friend  to  any  fltrthet  d^ 
jtoongdaigly  ihn  Ung  eenl  hr  Oebhnm^  nnd 
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«ade  Die  of  every  aiKonesI  in  lut  power  to  prerail 
OB  hiv  to  renoiuMo  hit  errors,  and  retnni  to  the  eharek 
**  Too,  (said  Cobkam,)  1  on  always  nost  readjr  to  obey^ 
beeaase  you  are  tho  appoiated  minister  of  Ood,  aad 
liear  the  sword  for  the  pnnishneot  of  evil  doers^  bat 
as  to  the  pope,  aad  his  spiritaal  doauaioBy  I  owe  then 
BO  obedieaee,  aor  will  I  pay  theai  any ;  for  as  sare 
M  God's  word  is  tme,  to  ose  it  is  fally  evident,  that 
the  pope  of  Rome  is  the  great  antichrist  foretold  ia 
Holy  Writ,  the  son  of  perdition,  the  opea  adversary  of 
God,  and  the  abomination  standing  in  the  holy  plaee.*^ 
This  truly  honest  and  Christian4ike  reply  gave  great 
offence  to  the  prince,  and  Cobham  was  delivered  np  to 
his  adversaries* 

Lord  Cobham  was  a  soldier  and  a  knight,  and  main- 
taiaed  his  dignity  in  his  own  eastle.  To  approhend 
kirn  therefore  was  not  the  easiest  thiag  fbr  the  f pki* 
laal  power  to  aecomplish.  The  command  of  Araadel 
]m  n^asod  to  obey,  and  set  the  order  of  the  synod  at  de* 
fiance.  In  some  of  these  measures  Cobham  manifested 
jmther  more  of  the  soldier  than  of  the  Christian,  in 
which  the  faithful  historian  cannot  fully  justify  hiau 
At  leagth  the  perseented  knight  found  it  best  to  yield 
to  the  arbitrary  proceeding  of  the  spiritual  court,  assist- 
ed as  it  was,  by  the  strong  arm  of  eivil  power.  He  was 
braagbt  by  Sir  Robert  Morley  to  the  ebapter*house  at 
J9t.  Paul's,  where  was  sitting  Arundel  the  archbishop, 
with  the  bishops  of  London  and  Winchester.  Tbo 
oharges  of  heiesy  and  contumaey  being  preferred,  with 
tho  promise  of  absolution  on  repentance,  Cobham  pro* 
needed  to  state  his  faith,  in  which  he  left  out  the  dot* 
4tvM  i^tke  rml  presence  in  the  sacrament^  the  virtue  t^ 
femanee^  immges,  pUgrimageey  and  professed  to  believa 
in  things  doomed  by  bis  judges  repugaaat  to  tho  ehmrcL 
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Cob1k««i  w«s  iKsiBissedy  Md  takcm  to  tfco  Tower,  with 
(lie  true  faith  of  hoty  ehareh  drawn  oat  at  sonre  leof^^h 
for  him  to  pemse  and  tnbfieribe.  At  the  next  eiamiaa- 
tion,  offer  was  ag-ain  made  of  ahiolntioa  provided  ho 
woald  reeant  and  aelmowied^  the  spiritaal  authority  of 
hit  jndfi^.  To  this  he  woold  not  eooftent,  bat  nohly  re- 
plied, <*  I  never  yet  trevpassed  against  yotc,  and  tbero- 
fi^rt  1  do  not  feel  the  want  of  your  abtolution/'  KneeW 
iDg  down  OB  the  pavement  with  hit  hands  lifted  op^  ha 
taidy  ^  I  eonfett  myself  unto  thee,  my  Rtefnal  LivMi||» 
Ood,  that  I  have  been  a  grievoos  nnaer.  Hbw  oAen  in 
■y  frail  yoath  have  I  offended  thee,  hy  angoveitied 
patite«t-'4jlood  Lord,  I  humbly  atk  thee  merey :  her% 
I  need  abtoktion.'*  He  rose  with  tears  in  his  eyet,  and 
Aea  addretted  the  people ;  **  Lo  i  these  are  year  gaiden 
good  people.  Take  notiee ;  for  tho  violation  of  Uod'fe 
holj  laW)  they  never  eurted  me ;  hot  Air  their  own  arbi^ 
trary  appointments  and  traditions,  they  most  eroelly 
treat  tfie  and  other  men.  Let  them,  however,  romera^ 
her  that  ChrisiV  denoneiatioat  against  the  Pharisees 
AaH  an  he  folfiUed.*' 

TUo  speeeh  somewhat  eonibanded  the  eon rt,  bat  they 
soon  retmmod  to  their  old  dogma,  the  real  frestmey  nrg^ 
iag  apon  liiw  to  embraee  saeh  an  impofttrtU  arflele  of 
faith ;  to  whieh  his  replies  were  so  exeeedingly  serip* 
tnral  and  smart,  that  Dr.  Watden  exelalmed^  <<  What 
rash  and  desperate  people  are  these  fblloweH  of  Wlofe^ 
Hff  r*  ^  Before  Ood  and  mao,  (repfi^d  Cbhkaai^)  I 
solemnly  here  profess,  till  1  knew  WiekKff,  whoio 
jadgment  ya  so  highly  disdain,  I  never  abMained  Arose 
sin ;  but  after  1  heeame  aeqnaiated  with  that  fiitaoos 
aiaa  and  his  despised  dootrlnes,  it  hath  been  otherwioo 
with  me— <o  mneh  graeo  eonld  I  never  flml  ia  all  yo«r 
pompons  initmetions.*'    Long  wat  the  ea 
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aio  CoUmm  Cmitmimi.  CMtO. 

vmftjr  Mrf  abttaduitlj  4igiB>tiiri  hU  jadgttt  tei  ifM 
And  teriMW  the  priMser.  D«riiig  the  whele  ef  thb 
trial,  Araodel  affeeted  Uie  gfeattsi  nedeiiitlom,  aai 
ahrayt  spefce  te  the  kerede  ui  a  aeft  aad  aflUile  maah 
utf }  this  we  are  told  wrat  hit  oeoal  nellMd,  falilling 
that  pastage  ia  tke  Pialna,  ^  Tbej  bleit  with  their 
«aailh  hat  they  earM  iawardly.'*  When  Sawtre  vm 
•aademaedf  he  ipare  hiai  aver  te  the  aeeiilar  |Miref) 
eeBManding  the  eheriff  to  treat  him  kindljf* .  Araadtl 
paeaeesed  nv^itj  qaalifleatioa  of  a  lord  iaqnif  ttar. 

The  trial  iMned  ia  the  eeademiiatien  of  Lard  Coh- 
kaa^  whom  the  presideat  proooiioeed  as  inearrigiUe, 
pemteioiM,  and  dangerout  heretiei  and  as  laalif  ha 
gave  him  over  to  the  eivil  power«  To  this  aeattaee 
Cahham  replied,  with  great  eheerfalaess,  ^  Thaagji  ft 
aeadema  my  body,  whieh  is  but  a  wretehed  thii^,  yet  I 
am  well  astared  ye  eaa  do  do  harm  to  my  soak  tte 
that  ereated  it  will  of  bis  inftaite  oMrey  save  it }  ef 
this  I  have  aa  manner  of  doobi.  And  in  regard  ta  thi 
artieles  of  my  belieff  I  will  stand  to  them  eren  ta  my 
very  death,  by  the  graee  of  the  Eternal  God.''  With 
a  short  address  to  the  people  eaatianing  them  agaiast 
the  wiles  of  their  sorry  priestkead,  and  a  prayer  far 
kis  perseevtars,  this  seene  of  popish  draam  withdrew, 
bat  the  tragieal  end  is  not  yet. 

Uader  the  eara  ef  Sir  Robert  Mmrley,  he  was  eoas* 
mittad  to  the  Tower  %  but  the  axeeation  af  the  seataaea 
was  urged  by  Amndel  to  be  saspended  for  at  least  fifty 
days.  The  eondemnatioa  of  sach  a  man  as  8ir  John 
Oldaastlo,  Lord  Cobham,  was  npt  a  very  graeiana  aei 
in  the  estimation  of  the  pnbliei  in  order  therafbre  to 
pr(||adiee  popniar  opinion  an  faTonr  of  the  step  aeele« 
siaatieal  tyranny  had  tOcen,  the  fifty  days  ware  to  be 
•»|^layad  in  eiraalating  a  rariety  of  seandnians  staries 
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eBlealated  to  bMtn  tie  «limra«tef  of  tlie  itrottriotii 
Oln^tuui  kBip^  WMfo  these  ehln^  were  geing  on. 
If  eoow  aieaM  OnUuini  ouide  liia  eseape,  and  retired  in 
the  Meet  pHvete  aiattner  into  Wales,  where  he  eoneeal'* 
ed  hhaself  more  then  feor  years.  The  loss  of  thio 
sfiritnel  enptive  mode  no  samHsttr  onion|*  the  priests  $ 
and  what  added  to  their  nortifleaHon,  the  king  diseo«^ 
▼ered  no  eoneem  abont  it,' nor  was  he  naiioas  to  haro- 
Uai  retaken. 

The  Moape  of  this  perseented  preat  men  throws  Yhe 
■oral  of  this  transaetion  Into  some  state  of  oneertainty. 
Whether  his  enemies  weald  hare  had  eoorage  to  have 
cneented  the  sentenee  is  a  Oiatter  of  donbt,  and  It  is  fkr* 
ther  nnoertain,  whether  the  eivil  power  would  have 
adopted  onj  step  to  retake  him,  had  net  his  enemies 
avmiled  themstlTes  of  his  absenee,  toother  with  the 
eencfnonnee  of  Lollardism  In  the  kingdom.  The  ex« 
periaent  sneeessfMly  tried,  was  as  IbHow s. 

The  Lollards,  though  by  royal  mandate  fbrbidden  to 
any  religions  meetings,  nevertheless  eontrtved  to 
\  together  in  small  eompanles  :  the  dead  of  night 
\  generally  the  season,  and  St.  CHIes'ii  Fields,  now  m 
part  of  London,  then  a  thieket,  often  allbrded  them  n 
plaee  of  retreat.  On  January  the  6th,  1414,  In  the 
evening,  n  oompany  of  these  persetoted  Christians  met, 
with  an  intention  of  eontinnrng  in  saered  eiereiscs 
threngh  the  night.  InteHigenee  was  earried  to  the 
king,  who  was  then  at  BItham,  a  village  about  eight 
miles  IVem  London,  tfiat  Loi^  Cobham,  at  the  hrad  of 
twenty  Ihensand  men,  was  stationed  in  8t.  Giles's  Fields, 
for  the  purpose  of  taking  vengeanee  on  the  king  and  all 
the  ptpal  pnrty.  Henry,  ever  on  the  alert,  mustered 
the  fcw  fiirees  that  were  abont  his  person,  took  the 
I,  and  iaMMdintdy  mar^hod  to  the  spot*    The 
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poor  Lollards  were  quite  mprtpoftd  fer  took  aa  attaek^ 
harini^  oaly  a  few  arms,  whieli  they  brought  witli  Ihesi 
ftr  the  porpose  of  dfel^sdKng  thsiM sites  agoiMft  Iho 
•naif  oioos  papists,  whom  they  hod  reasoa  to  fear  might 
•ttempt  to  apprehend  them.  This  reneouter,  fmr  hatp 
tie  It  eanaol  he  ealied,  was  oooa  ended,  aboat  twea^ 
were  kiHed,  aad  sixty  taken  prisoners.  Henry  was  sai^ 
prised  to  find  that  tlie  whole  army  was  in  his  posseo> 
sion ;  hs  thought  he  had  only  met  the  advaneed  guard, 
and  that  Lord  Oohham,  with  his  grand  phalanx,  wu 
yet  to  bo  attaeked. 

This  affair,  however,  was  magnified  by  the  papisli 
into  rebellion  and  treaJson.  Cobham  was  oondemned  as 
the  oontrirer  of  the  seheme,  and  nothing  was  too  odioas 
to  east  npon  the  eharaeter  of  that  nnfortnnate  gentlo> 
man.  Mr.  Hume,  the  ingenious  and  elegant  histo- 
rian, sets  him  down  at  onee  as  a  traitor,  aad  Ihlls 
into  all  the  absord  eonehisioos  Ikbrieated  by  the  ene- 
mies of  protestanism.  It  must  be  observed  that 
Mr.  Home  was  an  avowed  infidel,  and  it  is  evident, 
tiu'oogh  the  whole  of  hb  writings,  that  he  is  friend- 
ly to  any  system,  whether  pagan,  mahometan,  or  po- 
pish, in  prelbrence  to  simple  Ghristinnity.  Amid  all 
his  inoredolity,  he  is  erednlons  enough  at  ail  times  ts 
believe  any  thing  againtit  the  follower^  of  Christ.  Rapia 
lakes  a  more  enlarged  and  impartial  view  of  the  sab- 
Jeet ;  he  aeqitits  Lord  Cobham  as  a  man  of  sense,  fkom 
being  the  eontrlver  of  any  sneh  plot,  eopeeislly  as  the 
twenty  thousand  men  at  onee  shrank  down  intotbe  paltry 
nnmber  of  fcurseore,  or  a  hundred  at  most ;  no  aecom- 
pliees  eonid  be  fDOad  all  the  kingdom  through  |  Gob- 
ham  himself  neither  ot  their  head  nor  in  their  party; 
and  as  to  thi«/ormuteMe  regiment  tts^,  it  eonsisted  of 
a  body  of  Ul-armed  men,  without  a  kader,  exsept  hav- 
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Chap.  2.  MaHf/ri^m  ^  Cabhtm.  tU 

iog  a  preaeheri  and  the  whole  had  the  appearaaee  of 
what  it  realljT  was,  a  eompanj  of  men  met  together  ai 
midoight  in  a  tbieket  to  h^ar  God's  word. 

But  notwithstanding,  the  mind  of  Henry  was  i# 
wrought  npon  by  the  representations  of  the  papitts  % 
that  he  eonsidered  the  afiair  a»  an  attempt  at  some* 
thing  Qofriendly  to  his  person  and  government.  A  bill 
of  attainder^  against  Cobham*  immediately  issned  from 
the  legitlalnre,  a  priee  of  a  thousand  marks  was  set 
upon  his  heady  and  a  promise  of  perpetual  exemptioii 
from  taxes  to  any  town  that  should  secure  him* 

Sueh  measures  eould  hardly  fail  to  apprehend  this 
persecuted  man;  boi  what  is  remarkable,  he  eonlriyed 
to  elude  all  researeb  till  the  end  of  the  year  14t7,  when 
by  the  Tigilance  of  Lord  Powis  and  his  men,  he  was 
taken  and  carried  to  London.  The  fate  ef  Lord  Cob- 
ham  slumbered  not,  he  was  brought  before  the  House  of 
Lords  to  answer  for  the  affair  of  St.  Giles's  Fields ;  but 
as  no  witnesses  eould  be  brought  to  substantiate  the 
charge^  he  was  dismissed  from  that  tribunal  and  led  to 
exeention.  The  scene  of  the  pretended  battle  was  thd 
spot  where,  as  a  traitor  and  a  heretic,  he  was  suspend* 
ed  alive  in  chains  on  a  gallows,  and  then  bnmt  to  death. 
Many  persons  of  rank  and  distinction  attended  the  exe« 
cution,  and  the  ecclesiastics  found  it  exceedingly  ditt* 
eult  to  keep  the  populace  from  expreseiog  lo4idly  their 
high  regard  to  such  a  man  as  Lord  Cobham,  who»  in 
their  estimation,  deserved  both  from  hit  king  and  hie 
coantry,  mneh  better  treatment 

During  Lord  Cobham's  retr^t,  Aiundel  was  called 
to  give  an  account  of  his  stewardship  at  the  divine  bar. 
Henry  Chicb^ly  succeeded  in  the  archbishopric,  I4i4» 
^  This  man  deserves  to  be  called  the/rebraiuf  of  tha 
age  in  which  he  lived.'*    The  pciseeutioli  of  the  Lot- 
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•it  nglor  md  WUtt.  CtmLW. 

lar^  ended  ttut  with  the  martyrdom  of  Cobham  ;  some 
fcw  of  the  perMM  taken  at  the  hattk  of  8i.  Gileses 
Fidd$  were  pat  to  death,  and  maltttades  in  differenl 
farta  of  the  land  were  grieTovtlj  haratoed;  whole 
IkmUiet  were  ranted  by  the  Tigilanee  of  papol  emisia- 
net*  William  Taylor^  a  priett,  was  bnmt  beeanie  he 
dared  to  assert  that  prayer  should  be  directed  to  God 
only.  William  White  also  sniered  the  same  fate  for 
his  diligenee  in  endeavouring  to  instrnet  the  people  in 
the  great  truths  of  Christ's  religion. 


CHAPIKR  m. 

Bistraeted  8iate  of  the  Fopedow^^^he  CouncU  of  dm* 
stottce — John  Buss  eharged  wiA  heresg^  amd  marttfred 
— Jerome  of  Frague  mffflare  Ma  soms/ato^-^JIftseelh- 
neotts  Acta  of  the  C^uneiL 

The  schism  in  the  popedom  fell  under  notice  in  the 
history  of  the  former  century,  and  for  several  years  dor* 
ing  the  present  the  same  distraction  continues.  Attempts 
were  made  to  heal  a  breach  so  shocking,  and  so  detii- 
mental  to  the  peace  and  union  of  holy  church.  At  one 
tinw  the  contending  and  rival  pontiffs  were  prevailed 
open  to  enter  into  an  agreement  by  oath  to  resi^pi  their 
aeveral  claims,  and  renounee  the  papal  chair,  provided 
it  were  thought  necessary  for  the  welfare  of  the  eathoUe 
eanse  |  but  they  both  violated  the  solemn  obligattoOf 
and  obstinately  persisted  in  their  right  to  hold  their 
possessions.  To  settle  this  sad  affair,  a  eonncil  wsf 
nailed,  in  which  both  popes  were  declared  unworthy  the 
f  fine  they  held;  and  exeouMinnieated  from  the  ehnrek 
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Ctmp.  3.    .        Council  tf  Gnukmee.  ^t 

Thi«  decided  step  was  followed  hy  the  electieo  of  oner 
poQiiff  IB  their  stead,  who  entered  the  papal  list  ander 
the  name  of  Alexander  the  Fifth.  But  the  two  deposed 
popes  set  the  deeree  of  the  council  at  defiance,  and 
eoDtiniied  in  their  respective  chairs.  Thus  the  schism 
wa«  increased,  and  the  hierarchy  turned  into  a 
hydra. 

Such  confusion  and  faotien  in  a  government  se  sacred 
deflDanded  the  most  serious  attention  of  all  eencerne(|*, 
A  general  eonncil  was  resolved  upon,  and  Sioismunb^ 
the  emperor  ef  Germany,  prevailed  upon  Pope  John  tha 
TweiUy-third,  (successor  to  Alexander  tlie  Fifth,)  im 
aasiemUe  the  eeelesiaaties  al  Cokstakob,  for  the  im- 
pertant  pnrpeses  of  settliog  all  differences,  reforming 
ahiiifs,  and  of  fixing  the  principles  of  papal  supre- 


The  CavMOiL  09  Cowstaitcb  stands  upen  the  histe* 
rie  page  in  obaMieters  ftmom  for  the  personages  of 
which  it  was  composed,  hut  inflEmoue  tor  the  acU  it  pew 
formed.  The  members  of  this  assembly  consisted  of 
the  several  Burepean  princes,  or  their  deputies,  with 
Sigismnnd  at  their  head ;  twenty  archbishops,  one  hnn* 
dred  and  fifty  bishops,  one  hundred  and  fifty  other  dig* 
nitarias,  and  above  two  hundred  doctors,  with  the  pope 
at  tKdr  head.  This  council  was  opened  by  John,  the 
twenty-third  of  that  name,  in  the  year  I4t4.  The  em- 
peror,  the  grand  leader  of  the  scheme,  was  a  man  of 
mixed  character^  politic,  crafty,  deeeitfhl;  and  frem 
the  sequel  it  is  very  evident  he  had  ftirmed  the  desigt 
of  everianiing  the  pontificate  of  John,  ahhougfa  he  hadl 
made  him  the  instrument  of  calUag  tlus  vast  assemhly 
tftgether.  John  was  not  aware  of  the  emperor's  desigSi 
or  he  had  never  been  thus  hrenght  to  adopt  a  measure 
whiek  provi^  his  destmetien.     The  eoancil  had  not 
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Ui  loffgy  h%Urt  dbe  aatkority  of  taeb  a'tyaod  was  d«- 
dared  ta  h%  mptr%T  to  tluU  af  Cbe  papa,  aad  tkat  it 
■light  depoM  a  legal  pontiS;  aad  proaaed  ta  the  aleetiaa 
afaaather.  This  deerea  fret  operated  agaiwt  Jatm, 
wha  wat  ehai^^  with  the  aiatt  flagitioas  aandaet,  aad 
depated  from  the  taered  ofllice.  There  reaiained  yet 
two  pontiffs  to  be  ditfpented  withf  oae  of  whieh,  eaei«g 
liow  matters  were  going,  volvatarilj  resigned  |  the 
ather  was  afterwards  declared  to  be  a  sparioyi  aad  aa» 
aulharized  eharaeter,  thoogh  he  eontinaed  ta  bear  the 
Mgn  of  his  aflSee  tiM  deaths  aad  a  sueeetsor  plaeed  him- 
lalf  ia  the  vaeaat  chair :  who  at  kngth  deeliaed  his 
aeat  in  favoar  af  Martih^  wbom  the  cooDeil  bad 
ordained  as  the  onlj  legal  aad  (rae  head  af  the  ehnrek 
Thas  the  e?il  spirit  of  schism  was  laidi  and  ana  great 
end  of  ihe  eouneil  answered.  Let  as  now  tons  to  soma 
circamstaneee  which  give  this  oanaeil  a  plaea  la  the 
bistorjr  of  the  trae  church ;  but  the  place  it  oeeapiei 
is  that  Airmerlj  occupied  b/  the  tribunals  of  Naro,  Tra^ 
jan,  DioclesiaBt  and  of  other  moniters  af  inif  uit  j. 

One  great  olijeet  professed  by  this  eonneil,  was  the  ra- 
formation  of  the  catholic  church  |  and^  indeed^  aame  aft* 
tempts  were  made  to  eorrect  abuses^  and  some  nota- 
riotts  offenders  were  chastised :  but  alas  I  this  aeeembly 
was  composed  of  men  too  ignorant  or  too  interested  ta 
effect  any  thing  deserving  to  be  called  a  refarroation. 
Instead  of  proceeding  to  attack  error  and  vice  in  their 
several  springs,  they  directed  th^ir  force  agaiast  those 
▼cry  men  wha,  of  all  others,  were  the  most  fit  to  aeeam* 
plish  a  radical  change,  a  change  without  wlueh,  the 
ehurch  could  bat  exhibit  a  complete  sink  of  iniqnityi 
and  render  reformation  impossible.  Before  thia  asset 
ciation  of  ecclesiastics,  John  Huss  was  cammanded  ta 
appear,  and  there  to  answer  to  the  ebarge  of  her^ 
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Jow  Huts  tnit  fy  Urth  a  Bthemtm  hit  Mav% 
■iwrfiw  the  jeitf  ma.  ThMgh  ^f  iMtn  paraHaga^ 
ki,  bj  lu«  laieiiU  aad  naaaarfey  rwe  toatatidtrakle  tpl- 
m^mem  m  Ibe  ehoveh,  B/$  wm  appmted  reetar  ^f  tka 
poifanity  tf  Briigacy  aad  aibnraitb  beeanie  alto  toui- 
ta  Sf  phia  qoeea  ta  hit  Bohtaiaa  nu^ettj.  Tbt 
af  WMdiff  hwi  reatbtd  tkit  part  of  the  warM. 
thro^h  the  nMlmn  of  tone^iitlemen  who  had  beta 
froieeattiig  Aeir  ttadiet  at  OxfonL  Theta  fiilling  in! a 
the  haadt  of  Hatt,  wore  at  first  ooasidered  by  hia  with 
afebarreaee  $  bat  at  length  he  taw  rory  differeatly  aad 
beeaqM  not  only  the  admirer  of  the  great  reetor  of 
LalfeerwoHh^  bnt  wat  indneed  alto  to  tread  in  the  tamo  . 
ttept.  What  firtl  ttrnek  hia  wat  the  antiehrittiaa 
ttate  of  the  Boman  ehnreh,  and  indeed,  thit  matt  ha?a 
appeared  in  eolonrt  too  itrong  to  be  nnobterved  by  any 
maa  with  hit  eyet  open*  Hott,  like  others,  both  brfbre 
aad  alker  him,  did  not  tee  all  thingt  at  onee ;  light  broke 
ia  by  degreet }  and  it  it  to  bo  observed  that  tome  of  tha 
reftrmert  saw  not  at  all  a  eontiderabte  part  of  that  abo^ 
miaation,  wUeh  wat  aflorwardt  tearehed  ont,  and  held 
ap  to  poblte  contempt :  this  wat  the  cate  with  Host ; 
hat  he  taw  enough  CO  proroke  bim  both  to  write  %Qd " 
ta  speak  at  one  that  hiid  foood  the  papul  ehureh  to  h^ 
aattehritt.  Theta  things  rendered  bim  odious  in  the 
ayeo  of  all  whose  interest  lay  with  the  Roman  eommo*  > 
Blon.  Another  eircnmstanee  likewise  eontributed  to  in- 
crease the  enemies  of  the  reformer.  A  dispute  arose  in 
the  oniversity  of  Prague,  between  tbe  native  and  foreign 
literati,  o^  the  sul^eet  pf  sop,e  privileges  be|pi^gi|ig  tp 
that  temiojary.  In  this  t;pate#t,  tbofigh  Huts  wat  oa^ 
the  strongest  tide,  yet  tbe  vanquithed  had  power  to£t^ 
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I  -    ■    •  -  — 

dMt  H  d«  him  mbekief,  by  repmeatiBs  Mn  at  a  bere- 
tie  I  for  ke  had  taken  eoarage  in  the  retah  ef  thia  eoa^ 
test  to  ipeak  fk^ely  on  the  tohjeet  of  abatet,  and  erea 
went  to  far  at  to  reeoaimend,  in  an  open  and  pitblie 
manner^  the  writings  of  Wiekliff.   Sneh  bold  and  strong 
measures  soon  awakened  the  wrath   of  the  arehbiriAip 
of  Pragae,  by  whom  he  was  sileneed,  and  forbidden  to 
exercise  his  Ibnetions  in  that  city.    Thi^  was  soon  fM- 
Jowed  by  a  boll  *  of  eieommunieation  IVom  the  pope; 
but  neither  of  these  eiperiments,  nor  both  of  them  toge* 
ther^  eooM  operate  snfReiently  strong  to  keep  Hnss  fhm 
apreading  his  opinions.     Abont  this  time  the  eonneil  of 
Constance  was  assembled,  where,  by  the  papal  mandate, 
our  reformer  was  ordered  to  make  his  appearanee.    It 
was  no  diffieult  thing  to  see  that  evil  was  deoigned 
against  this  bold  and  intrepid  diseiple  of  WieUHT.  This 
was  apprehended  by  John  Huss,  who  before  his  depar- 
ture obtained  a  safe  conduct  t  ftvm  the  emperor«    The 
king  of  Bohemia  aha  added  his  protecting  inioenee,  by 
dispatching  with  him  several  nobiemea,  among  whom 
was  John  de  Chlam,  a  man  of  great  honour  and  probity, 
and  one  that  carried  it  with  great  kindness  andftdelity 
towards  ETnss  during  the  whole  of  hit  sofleriogs* 

•  The  term  Buff  H  taken  from  the  Latin,  Bullae  which  wgwi- 
iet  a  bubble,  as  when  a  pot  boils,  or  a  fountain  flows,  or  flie  pto- 
tuberance  of  a  stud  on  a  bridle  or  saddle,  or  anj  other  kind  of 
smboseing.  Hence  the  impreisioD  left  by  tbe  teal  cm  the  wax  is 
oaHed  Buila:  and  so  the  papal  diploma  beanaf  tbo  aeal  of  hii 
hoKnest  is  oaUed  the  pafie**  buU.  The  imp? esaiooi  waa  gODenH/ 
made  on  lead,  aid  lastened,  pendant,  to  the  written  instrttoteat 

t  By  a  9a/e  conduct  is  meant  a  note  from  the  ruling  powec, 
%y  which  the  possessor  is  indemnified  for  the  safety  of  bis  pcnoa 
^  the  midst  of  his  enemies,  and  aDowed  to  pass  and  repax  tt 
liberty. 
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The  arrifml  of  Hms  at  Cooftaoce  was  aniMiniecd  U 
Ike  pape  by  John  de  Chluoi,  and  tke  proteetian  of  Ins  Ihi- 
Itaats  was  al»o  hnplored :  tlie  answer  was  eoorteoosljr 
Kif«ii,  for  it  woald  have  beeo  iiapolitie  for  8t  Peter  to 
jMve  bten  otherwise  thao  noderate,  for  he  was  as  trea- 
Midgfy  alirefor  his  ehatr  as  any  poor  eriminal  eoald  be 
tot  Ins  life.  The  pope  eren  went  so  far  as  to  reeaU  the 
aet  of  exeonnuiticatiuci  agaiust  Host,  and  promised  fo 
asehis  iHflueaee  in  prefer  ring  him  firom  every  irjustiee 
Uiat  might  be  attempted  ;  biit  the  eouneil  had  seareely 
began  to  deliberate  upon  the  ease  before  the  most  violent 
and  anjast  measares  were  resolved  upon.  Hues,  it  it 
thought,  bad  expected  to  have  been  suflfered  to  deliver 
his  aentiments  in  a  diseoirrse  before  the  assembly,  fbr 
aaMBg  his  works^  after  his  deathywere  found  some  writ- 
lea  preparatbns  salted  to  soeh  apirrpose;  but  nothing^ 
•f  this  kind  was  allowed.  The  pope  and  his  eardinats 
ereeted  atrtbunal,  and  ho  was  summoned  to  appear  be- 
fore tkm  $  to  this  he  yielded,  thoagh  with  great  relue- 
iaaee,  and  soon  found  that  no  faith  was  to  be  put  in  tha 
promiseaof  pope  and  emperor,  notwithstanding  all  their 
isirfpeeehes.  Bass  was  immediately  imprisoned,  and 
that  ia  spite  of  all  the  remonstranees  of  his  friend  Johi^ 
de  Chlnm.  Several  eharges  were,  by  his  meretlesa 
Jai^es,  exhibited  against  him,  to  which  he  was  to  plead* 
guilty,  and  then  to  ask  the  papal  pardon ;  hot  the  mind 
af  the  Bohemian  pastor  was  not  made  of  such  waxy  ma- 
larials.  Tkia  treataient,  eoatrary  to  all  justiee,  demand- 
ed an  appeal  to  the  emperor,  which  was  accordingly 
made  by  the  noble  friend  of  the  reformer,  to  which  the 
priaco  retumtd  an  answer  seemingly  fhvourable  to  tie 
liberty  of  Boss ;  but  the  joggte  was  so  carried  on  be- 
Iweea  these  great  men,  that  the  poor  suffering  oppress- 
ed dtvine^wai  selaiaed  in  close  tonfineroeat.    Buss  had 
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4hMr«et«r  #f  Ui«  ciHiarar  i  iMi  tkect  wm  m  i 
flMWiii  <f»n»<rJ  hit  Itf  >d<it» ;  had  hi  ted,  he  ir— M 
iMive  bM»  aipaMd  to  tha  i»f  visiUrial  blttd  htwMl% 
and  whal  wa«Ul  hare  haao  waraa,  he  wid  hMebaes 
diargad  with  a  aowiirdlj  wavt  of  ooiftdMoa  is  hit  taifc 
BiiM^  hwiMi  frataeiiMi  he  efvld  MihuTe  ttea  that  if 
tli0  eiiparor'i  «ala  eandnat^  lagelhar  with  the  ehaigaaf 
hit  OW9  priaaepud  tha  gaardiaBthipof  bitiwhla  friadl 
John  da  CUaai*  Tha  andi^aiiad  prafmiov  aflha  ea- 
Jbrnar)  a  fnXmmm  marked  «t  arery  atep  with  pr«- 
daBei»aharaatariiei  a  great  aad  nebla  mad ;  wJule  tho 
Mamhera  af  thia  eoaaaU)  wha  eaald  to  flagcaatlj  vielaie 
thair  word  aad  honaar,  nait  ataad  ia  the  ailiaatiaa  if 
all  gaaaratiaaa  aa  tha  aM»at  rile  aad  igaahla  afaaahiad. 

Haaa  waa  aaweaaipleleljiatbehaadaaf  hiacaeauaa; 
lar  hia  hatter  aeearitj,  aad  the  greater  aaareaiaaoe  of 
Ui  jadgaty  be  waa  eoafiaad  ia  the  DaoMaieaa  < 
where,  Ihroagh  ill4reataeat,  aad  elaaa 
hia  health  waa  BMMh  iaipaired.  Maaj  were  the  atleaopta 
af  hia  adyeraariea  ta  prevail  aa  hiai  te.reeaat^  aad  fell 
ia  wkh  tha  yiewa  af  Ut  halj  aMher  eharahf  bat  all 
thia  aaatrivanee  waa  ia  raiaihha  raaiaiaed  laierible,  aadi 
raeigBad  ta  the  will  af  God. 

While  theae  thiaga  wart  traaaplriog  ia  the  eaperkaee 
af  Jaha  Uasa,  God  waa  prcpanog  aad  brta|^  iaia  aa* 
aaatiaa  a  tyaleia  of  vangeaaee  wherewiUi  la  paaiah  hat 
priaaipal  paraeeutor,  Joha,  Uia  pope,  wha  aeetag  bow 
haid  tbaeaiperor  aad  theaaaaeil  bare  apaa  hb  aharaa- 
tar,  thaaght  it  advitable  to  laek  aeaariif  b>  M^^t.  Tha 
papa  aad  hia  aifataraa  hat iag  left  Coanftaaae,  Haea  arat 
givaaapialalhehaadeafUiebitbap  of  the  eitj,  aad  by 
hiiW  cawiiuod  to  the  eatUe  of  Goalebea»  a  lamaM 
afeaaliwaauloalk»»Miaaapit#i|  aMwhftlia  n^m^ 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ  iC 


Chap.  t. .  Bohemians  remoiMraie.  Mt 

narkabfe,  the  fugitive  pope  was  apprehended  totm  after, 
and  lodged  in  the  tame  eaitte  with  ear  refbrmer,  the  oh- 
Jeet  of  hit  hatred,  and  the  Ttetini  of  his  eraelty. 

The  violent  meaanrei  adopted  at  Constanee,  meat* 
ores  ineontempt  of  all  fkith  andJQttiee,  awakened  the 
reeentment  of  the  Bohemian  nohility,  who  remonstrated 
bj  letters  to  the  eouneil,  but  all  without  efktL  Sueh 
was  the  2eal  of  Jerome  the  fHend  of  Huss,  that  he  re- 
ablved  open  appearing  in  person  at  Constance,  in  order 
lo  sappoft  and  vindicate  his  injured  countryman.  Thic 
resolution  Hoss,  in  a  letter,  begged  him  to  lay  aside,  lest 
it  should  only  increase  the  wrath  of  bis  enemies,  and 
produee  aaoiher  victim  on  whom  to  wreak  their  ven- 
geanee,  and  so  it  proved,  as  we  shall  see  in  the  sequel ; 
ftr  the  honest  seal  of  Jerome  prompted  him  to  venture 
till  it  waa  too  late  to  rerom,  and  Hues  saw  not  his 
iViaad,  nor  received  any  intelligenee  of  him,  eicept  that 
he  was  the  prisoner  of  the  council,  and  in  circumstances 
•f  Jeopardy  similar  to  his  own. 

The  ol^t  for  which  Huss  was  summoned  to  Con- 
stanee  was,  that  he  might  answer  belbre  the  council  to 
the  charges  exhibited  against  him :  this  object  he  was 
dktermined  to  keep  in  view,  and  therefore  he  refiised  all 
private  trials  nor  would  he  even  converse  with  any  free- 
dom  on  the  subject  of  his  faith,  reserving  all  he  had  to 
cay  to  the  grand  assize,  in  which  judgment  hb  was  de« 
termined,  if  possible,  to  stand.  At  length,  after  much 
ahiAing  and  eqwivocat  ion,  Huss  «i*as  allowed  to  he 
hreeght  from  the  castle  ef  Gettleben  to  the  %ity,  and  !«• 
trodueed  to  the  great  assembly,  and  permitted,  Ibr  the 
irst  time,  to  see  his  judges: — I  say  fe see  hU judge!, 
far  each  was  the  indecency  and  eenfbsion  that  prevaiM 
threngh  the  whalc^f  this  day's  work,  that  ne«Mngce«M 
he  peosccnted.    The  Fraaeicea»  nenastery  now  hecaiM 
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bit  friM»9  whtre  to  bit  eoBftaeoieBt  ihej  aidded  a  load 
of  ehaiattatif  litf  bad  baea  a  aiakfaetor.    Attbasee- 
•ad  heary^  a  little  aiora  daaoniM  was  preserredy  and 
HoM  waaabargcd  witb  dei^ing  tbe  daetrina  of  traatab- 
•tantialioa;  tbe  only  ground  of  tbU  ebarge  was,  Wiek* 
liff  daaied  k,  and  ibarefere  Huts  mott|  bnl  npoa  tbie 
tenet  ba  vaa  ae  orihoiim  at  tbe  eathoUe  ebureb»  wbieb 
bit  writiagt  aioat  fully  |N«ved.    But  Huts  had  refuted 
to  join  in  tba  aandeauutioa  af  Wiekliffaad  bie  writiBg^ 
IMmI  iberelarft  be  must  be  a  WieUiiBte,  and  aa  aaab  bo 
eufbt  to  euffer>  or  raeaat.    Tbe  emperor  bore  exeeedf 
isiglj  bard  upon  btait  daalaring  tbai  **  ratbar  fbaa  eupf 
|Mirt  bim  ia  bit  berasj,  be  woald  witb  bit  awn  bande 
kindle  tba  &r^  to  bam  Mm.-'    In  a  third  exainuMtia% 
b^  wa%  permitted  to  aaewer  ta  the  eeveral^quaetioas  09 
Ilia  reputed  berety.    Tbe  exereiie  af  tbie  day  wae  at** 
tosded  witb  ea  aaeb  maliee  aiid  oppreeeion,  that  tbe  per^ 
eaaoted  reformer  wae  ready  to  sink  under  tbe  weight  eo 
anaereifttlly  laid  upon  bim.    Hit  body  alee  was  in  a 
Tary  wafit  ttato  to  aadore  aueb  fatigue  1  tba  taotb-aeh, 
and  tbe  gravel  had  grieyoutly  aflicted  bim  for  dayt  and 
nigbtt  befora»  and  bit  eonttitution  wae  altogether  mneb 
impaired  through  elote  eonfinement  and  ill-treaiment 
During  tba  whole  of  hys  trialf  oae  drift  wat  purtned  by 
hie  anaauet :  they  were  detormined  be  abaald  either  ra* 
cant  or  ba  aandemaed.    But  firm  and  fearlett  tiaod  tba 
TOtoraA  eenrani  of  tba  matt  high  God»  boldly  attrmu^ 
bit  detenninatian  to  abide  by  the  truth,  to  far  aa  ba 
aOgbl  bafiuraared  wUb  the  koawledge  of  it»  and  a^Ml- 
ly  reaolato  tbit  aoarl  in  their  detorminatfam  ta  pmiab 
kimJbrit 

AAaftlba  9fim^  af  pabKe  trial  wat  patt»  a  variety  of 
aaaaat  ware  eB^ifoyed  to  induee  bim  to  ratiaal*  *^Om 
af  tba  daatore  whavieitad  him  taidy  ^iSflha  camea  abMtf 
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tell  youihat^au  have  but  one  eye^  though  yom  hate  teMf 
#K7o,  gou  wotdd  he  obliged  to  agree  wM  the  taunciL 
Vbile  God  keeps  me  ib  my  senstt,  rqilied  Ham,! 
would  not  Mty  toeh  a  tking  agaiott  my  e^ngeienee  oa  th^ 
entreaty  or  eommantl  of  the  whole  world.^ 

All  these  eireumstances  eombiaed  to  point  oat  tteap* 
proaehitt^  end  of  rhift  good  man.  He  ther^lbre  employ- 
idtbe  titoe,  whieh  he  kn^w  would  be  abort,  in  %rrfthi(( 
letters  to  hi«  friends,  and  especially  to  tho  people  of  hia 
ebarge«  In  one  of  these  letters,  fihieh  may  be  eonsideN 
ed  as  a  farewell  to  his  dear  floek,  he  urges  upon  them  to 
adhere  solely  to  the  word  of  God,  and  not  to  follow  their 
minister  any  farther  than  his  in^truetion  eoald  be  jasti* 
fied  by  that  saered  standard ;  and  be  particularly  begg 
tbem  to  pardon  him  ia  every  thing  which  they  had  dis- 
eovered,  both  in  his  spirit  and  manners,  eoatrary  to  god- 
Kaesa,  of  which  he  seemed  like  a  man  of  genuine  faamil* 
ity  to  be  eooscionc,  and  for  which  he  desired  Co  be  abas- 
ed before  God.  He  begs  of  them  to  show  gratitude  and 
kindness  to  John  de  Chlom  and  tu  another  noblemaa,who 
lad  been  peculiarly  faithful  to  him  in  his  sufferings. 
Many  extracts  might  be  made  from  these  letters  which 
Would  contribute  greatly  to  the  honour  of  onr  reformer, 
and  fully  proTe  that  he  knew  the  grace  of  God  in  troth  ; 
but  the  limits  of  this  concise  work  forbid  enlarged  quo- 
tations, especially  as  what  has  already  passed  in  re- 
Tiew  suAciently  discoters  to  the  reader  the  true  ebarae* 
ter  of  the  man. 

It  seems  that  Ihe  council,  notwithstanding  all  their 
wrath  and  tyranny,  were  rather  loath  to  bring  so  great 
m  man  to  capital  punishment ;  they  employed  every  art 
la  persuade  him  to  rcaaat.*    A  salemn  depataiiooftwni 

•  The  hiitoffy  of  the  decfeet  of  this  eoancU  tffbrd  a  striking: 
pioof  of  the  tyranny  sad  sboaaaatMn  of  ite  aeadMS,  t^  tbef 
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the  eouneil  wailed  upon  him,  eonsisting  of  tuo  eardioals 
and  ge?eral  bishops,  bringing  with  them  the  imperial 
bait  \  but  all  this  eontrivanee  produced  no  effect,  eicept 
farther  to  discover  the  faith  and  purity  of  the  reformer. 
His  noble  friend  De  Chlum  joined  his  entreaty  also  \  but 
in  such  an  artless  and  affectionate  manner,  that  it  de* 
serves  to  be  noticed.  <*  1  am  a  person  of  no  learning, 
my  dear  Huss,"  said  he,  <^  and  unfit  to  advise  so  learned 
a  person  as  you.  However,  if  you  are  conscious  of  any 
error,  I  venture  to  advise  yon  to  retract  it :  if  not  to  en- 
dure whatever  punishment  may  be  inflicted  on  you  rath* 
er  than  do  violence  to  your  conscience  !"  Husn  repli- 
ed, with  tears,  that  he  was  ready  to  retract,  God  being 
his  witness,  if  any  error  was  pointed  out  from  the  testi- 
mony of  Holy  Scripture. 

For  the  last  time  he  was  brought  before  the  council  to 
receive  sentence.  The  assembly  was  uncommonly  at* 
tended  by  persons  of  all  ranks,  among  whom  were  the 
false  Sigismund  and  the  princes  uf  the  empire,  with  their 
nobles.  The  bishop  of  Lodi  preached  on  the  occasion 
from  those  words  of  St.  Paul,  <^  That  the  body  of  sia 
might  be  destroyed."  (Rom.  vi,  6.)  The  use  the  igno- 
rant prelate  made  of  this  teit  was,  to  persuade  this  as« 
sembly  of  spiritual  lords  to  *<  destroy  heresies  and  errors^ 
but  chiejly  that  obstinate  heretic ^^^  pointing  to  the  prison- 
er. After  the  sermon,  a  variety  of  old  charges  were 
again  preferred,  and  (he  reformer  was  treated  w  ith  the 
greatest  insult  and  barbarity.  Huss  upon  bis  knees 
committed  his  cause  to  God  the  Judge  of  all,  and  to  Je* 
sus  Christ  the  faithful  and  true  Witness.  With  tiii% 
solemn  appeal  he  was  upbraided  by  the  assembly ;  bat 

had  tettled  beforehand,  in  ease  he  should  be  prevailed  apon^ 
th rough  fear,  to  retract,  that  he  should  be  de|;raded  frojo  tftk«^ 
prieathoodf  and  shut  up  id  j>rison  for  life. 
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he  persisted  id  Ihit  aet  of  eomnitiieot  <<  See  (said  htf 
with  hands  lifted  up  towards  heaven,)  most  graekiia 
fiaviear,  hew  the  eeuneil  eondemns  as  an  error,  what 
tboa  hatt  prescribed  and  practised  when  overborne  bj 
ihiae  enemies.  Yes,  (continned  he,  turning  towards  tbe 
assembly,)  I  have  maintained  and  do  still  maintain  that 
aa  appeal  to  Jetus  Christ  is  most  jost  and  right,  b^ 
eanse  he  ean  neither  be  eerrupted  by  bribes,  nor  be  de* 
eeived  by  false  witnesses,  nor  be  over-reaehed  by  angr 
artifiee.  1  eame  voluntarily  to  this  eoooeil  mder  the 
peblie  fkith  of  the  emperor  here  present."  Pronoone* 
lag  this  last  sentence,  he  fixed  his  eyes  on  Sigismnnd^ 
"who  unable  to  stand  such  a  reproof,  blushed  and  lookti 
like  a  traitor,* 

The  eouDcil  proceeded  to  pass  sentenee  upon  both 
Hubs  and  bis  writings.  l*he  form  by  which  he  was  de- 
graded, demands  particular  notice.  The  bishops  ar- 
rayed him  in  the  priestly  vestments,  and  put  the  cbaliee 
into  his  band,  on  which  he  said,  ^  The  Jews  pot  a 
white  garment  an  our  Lord  to  mock  him,  when  Heiad 
delivered  him  to  Pilate."  Once  more  he  was  exhorted 
4o  retract ;  but  his  heart  was  fixed.  He  was  then  order* 
ed  to  descend  from  the  stool  on  which  he  stood,  the  pre- 
lates prononncing  these  words  :  ^  O  cursed  Judas,  wha^ 
having  forsaken  the  council  of  peace,  art  entered  into 
that  of  the  Jews,  we  take  this  ehaliee  from  thee,  m 
which  i«  the  blood  of  Jesus  Christ."  <<  I  trust  (said  tha 
martyr)  in  the  mercy  of  Ood,  I  shall  drink  it  this  very 
day  in  his  kingdom."  The  vestments  were  then  taken 
off  one  by  one,  with  curses  sinsilar  to  tbe  above.    A  pa« 

• ««  We  are  told  tl^at.when  CuAmLBS  the  Fifth  was  aoKoited^ 
at  tbe  Diet  of  Wormt,  to.  arrest  Luther,  notwitbitanding  the  lafe 
conduct  be  had  granted  him,  he  replied,  *•  I  should  Qot  choose  t0 
§lu4h  with  mjr  predecessor,  Si^psmund.^^ 
MB 
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per  eoronet  was  placed  oo  hU  bead,  on  wkieh  were 
paiated  three  deTilt,  to  which  was  added  thif  inierip- 
lioD,  Akoh-hbrbtio.  His  eBenies  then  said^  **  We 
eommit  Ihy  seal  to  the  devil."  ^  1  (said  the  intrepid 
Christian)  comnit  mj  spirit  into  thy  hands,  O  Lord  Je* 
•ns  Christ,  for  then  hast  redeemed  it."  Bj  order  of  the 
eouneil  this  sentence  was  pronounced  :  ^  The  holy  sy- 
aod  of  Constance  declares,  that  John  Hoss  ought  to  he 
giTcn  op  to  the  secolar  power,  and  does  accordingly  so 
give  him  op,  considering  that  the  church  of  God  has  do 
-more  to  do  with  him." 

The  ciecution  of  this  sentence  was  committed  hy.  tie 
omperor  to  the  elector  palatine.  Under  an  escort  of 
guards  he  was  led  to  the  place  of  suffering,  on  the  way 
be  kneeled  down,  and  pray<^  with  so  much  fer- 
?onr  and  confidence,  that  the  people  said  aloud, 
M  What  this  man  has  done  before,  we  know  not ;  but 
BOW  we  hear  him  offer  op  most  excellent  prayers  to 
Ckid."  The  elector,  fearing  his  speeches  and  his  prayers 
■Mght  contribute  to  give  him  favour  in  the  eyes  of  the 
populace,  ordered  him  to  be  burned  without  delay.  His 
BCck  was  fastened  to  the  stake,  and  the  wood  was  plac- 
ed in  order  about  the  sacrifice.  The  elector,  for  the  last 
time  exhorted  him  to  return  to  holy  mother  church. 
^  What  I  have  written  and  taught  (said  the  holy  mar- 
tyr) was  in  order  to  rescue  souls  from  the  power  of  the 
devil,  and  to  deliverjhem  from  the  tyranny  of  sin,  and  I 
do  gladly  seal  what  I  have  written  and  taught  with  my 
Uood."  The  elector  now  left  him  for  an  incorrigible 
keretiC)  and  the  fire  was  kindled,  in  which  the  good 
man  was  speedily  released  from  the  bands  of  his  adver- 
iaries,  and  introduced  to  the  paradise  of  God. 

This  event  stamps  with  eternal  infamy  the  acts  of  the 
council  of  CoBstanoe.    John  Huss  was  a  holy  man, 
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thoiigh  ID  poiDt  of  creed  he  was  a  Roman  eathotie :  bot  he 
w«a  borsed/er  holiness  not  for  heresjf.  He  had  had  the. 
tnKfily  to  eharge  the  eleri^  and  the  mling  powers  with 
llMMe  eriaMi  whiek  were  too  flaf^nt  to  be  denied,  and 
that  he  eeomitted  the  nnpardonable  sin,  for  whteh  he 
enffered  withoat  merej.^ 

The  death  of  Uqm  awakened  in  the  kingdom  of  Bo* 
hernia  a  most  lerere  spirit  of  resentment.  A  letter  was 
drawn  np  by  an  assemblj  of  nobles,  and  ditpatehed  to 
the  eenneily  in  whieh  thej  reprobate,  in  the  strongest 
leme,  the  perseention  of  John  Hoss,  whom  they  justify 
fram  all  eharges  of  heresy,  and  lamb  upon  him  the 
■MSt  exalted  praise.  They  likewise  remonstrate  against 
tke  imprisonment  of  Jerome  of  Prague,  whom  they  %,U  •• 
so  deeUre  to  be  a  most  excellent  and  orthodox  man. 
These  violent  measores  they  consider  as  an  insalt  offer- 
ed  to  the  kingdom,  and  declare  themselves  determined 
te  defend,  with  their  lives,  the  religion  of  Christ,  both 
IB  its  doctrines  and  in  its  ministers. 

This  spirited  remonstranee^  from  so  numerous  a  body 
of  the  Bohemian  lords,  rather  pnt  the  synod  to  a  stand. 
They  had  Jerome  in  cnstody,  and  had  also  meditated  his 
death  ;  bnt  the  repetition  of  such  measures  they  feared 
might  bringdown  vengeance  upon  their  headg.  In  order 
therefore  to  prevent  any  farther  wrath  from  the  friends 
of  reformation,  they  contrived  by  promises  and  by, 
threatenings  to  warp  the  miod  of  Jerome  so  far  as  to  pre- 
vail on  him  to  retract  and  abjure  his  sentiments.  This 
cirenmstance,  though  it  is  a  drawback  upon  the  charae- 
ter  of  this  confessor,  was  not  quite  satisfactory  to  his 
judges  I  he  was  therefore  again  put  to  the  trial,  and  like 
a  tme  Christian  hero,  he  presently  abjured  his  abjure- 
tieoy  and  returned  to  his  former  profession.  Such  a 
sttad    for   the    truth    inflamed    his  enemies^  and   in 
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•pite  of  all  their  former^  fears  thej  ret^Tdl  QpoB  Us 


Tilt  treatmeat  Jeraaie  net  with  daring  kit  trial  \ 
ftry  tinilar  to  that  tiperieaeed  ky  Hat%  md  i 
alto  tbt  ferauiUtitt  ia  pattiag  tealenat  apaa  hiaik  Tha 
aioquence  aod  npiritual  fenrour  of  Iktt  gtcat  auBf  dmi^ 
iag  these  teeaes,  were  tralj  reaiarkahle )  nar  did  these 
Ikil  him  even  when  ia  the  Aaaiet.  He  died  liha  aaalh- 
ar  Stephea,  eailiag  opoa  Gtd,  and  tayiag  *'  iiard'^leaaa 
Meeive  my  spirit  1"  A  RoaMia  eatholie  writer,  reeafdiag 
the  death  of  these  two  great  mea,  tays,  ^  They  wtsl  la 
IIm  stake  as  to  a  hanqaet ;  not  a  ward  feu  from  thaai 
which  disf  o?ered  the  least  timidity  |  they  saag  hyaaas 
ia  the  tames  to  the  last  gasp  withoat  aeatii^.''  Hata 
was  enrolled  on  the  list  of  martyrs,  Jaly  1«,  iai5— Je« 
tame  on  the  80th  of  May  the  year  foMawin^ 

Whatever  might  have  keen  the  professed  afajeetaftka 
aeancil  of  Constaaee,  it  is  very  eertain  little  or  aa  real 
reformation  was  effeeted.  The  members  of  this  asseai* 
kly  were  themselves  the  graad  mass  of  eorrnptika ;  it 
was  not  likely  that  Belsehuh  should  east  a«(  Belaekfk 
The  seriptares  were  net  made  the  rale  of  their  dae^ 
trine ;  to  appeal  to  these  was  heresy.  Bowevery  it  at 
eertain  that  many  traa  and  strong  thiags  were  said  ia 
some  of  their  diseoorses  on  the  solgeet  of  ahatet,  the 
vices  of  tke  clergy^  and  the  general  defeetiaa  of  the 
Bomaa  ehareh.  Bat  those  that  veotared  thas  im  speak 
ont,  were  men,  who,  after  all,  were  the  advoeales  of 
the  grand  abooiiaatioa,  and  that  were  clear  af  tke  he- 
retical taint. 

One  fiunons  decree  passed  ia  this  graad  syaad,  waa  la 
ihrbid  the  sacramental  elenMntt  in  bath  ktadt  to  be  gsv« 
ea  to  the  lahy,  thoogh  they  acknowledged  Ihal  ia  prias- 
itive  timet  the  belief  ers  did  reteiva  both.    Thit  pr^- 
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Chap.  S.  Jhereei  of  the  Cottnett.  SM 

MCiM  ImmI  Ueo  loBg  praelited  in  mmc  depmrtnentt  •! 
Ibeeterpb,  iNrt  mI  till  tbe  littiBi^  of  tliM  eMieil  wm  it 
p—iiJ  ivto  m  abMlote  law*  TUs  very  eireoBitanee 
gUTe  riM  !•  a»  MnaU  MttiaatiMi,  cipemllj  i»  Bolieai«f 
wiMre  vntltTO  agftiBst  the  papftl  nurndftle  were  •arried 
wlA  mfirj  liigli  b«ad. 

At  tbe  eMnneaeement  ef  this  ehapter  we  netieed  the 
depeeitiMi  of  Ibe  tbree  riTal  popes,  and  Hie  eleetion  off 
the  aew  one  f  bat  in  the  order  of  eventsy  the  new  pope 
waoBOt  eteeted  till  near  the  breaking  op  of  tbk  grand 
aaoenbly.  The  trial  and  exeentionof  the  two  aealoos 
ffvfonaert  were  nets  of  the  eooneil,  while  the  ehoreh  was 
writhont  any  visible  bead*  The  eleetion  of  this  grand 
otteer  was  delayed,  in  order  that  tbe  synod  might  lay  a 
fbnndation  Ibr  some  relbrmation  before  any  papal  an* 
tbority  «iisted,  whieb  they  well  knew  was  always  on 
the  side  of  eorrnption  and  vioienee.  Sigisniond,  the 
emperor,  orged  that  the  eooneil  itself  should  libt  oidf 
lay  down  tbe  prineiples  of  this  refern^  hot  proceed  to 
establish  tbe  practise  before  any  swpreme  aotbority  was 
set  op  in  the  person  of  St.  Peter ;  Ibr  he  elearl)t  foresaw, 
that  as  soon  as  tbe  power  was  again  referred  to  Rome, 
every  thing  they  bad  been  aiming  at  would  be  ijpiashed  t 
and  so  it  proved  |  for,  in  spite  of  all  his  remonstranee,  a 
pope  was  placed  in  the  vacant  chair,  who  gave  them  fair 
promises,  instead  of  taking  any  decided  steps  towards 
aeeomplishing  tbe  plan  they  had  vainly  projected. 

This  famous  conneil,  after  having  sat  three  years  and 
six  months,  was  dissolved  by  Martin  the  Fifth,^  a.  n* 
Mf  8.  Thofbrm  by  which  the  synod  was  brought  to  a 
termination,  deserves  to  be  bHefly  detailed,  inasmuch  as 
U  win  go  to  show  haw  very  corrupt  tbe  church  continup 
^  in  doctrine,  notwithstanding  all  the  ado  that  had  beoft 
made  about  reformation.    The  form  of  the  dissolution 
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u  0orf~«l  th«  requiM  €f  tk€  mend  tmauUyWei 
««.  Mwrwcer^if  the  aMoritg €f  Mmlgkif  €wd^ mi 
«  0fthi  bUi$ed  ofofMtft  A.  AIM-  Ml  m.  I^md,  mdbg 
^owrmmitnUkorUff  wtgrmuMtoM  ike  memktreefilm 
^^eoimcii/rfcfiarjf  eheohMon  ofptt  iMr  mm  once  t«  iMr 
^Umt}  mtMevetyemqfikm^wUkimiwo  nmMa^ 
•^Urthe  miyUMm  of  tkU  fHvU^  km  eoM  H  kk 
^kmwUlg$fWmjf  mjogikekemJUefihemidrntmhttm 
^  inf&rm.  We  mteo  grmU  Mmi  the  eamefrivUege  m 
^death;  tmd  we  extend  U  to  the  iemeMte^  mwettmU 
^  the  mtuUre^  cm  condUion  thei^  from  the  dmy  of  ffe 
M  fl0e{/U«Nofi  Mk  th«  OM  atti  eh€  e/OmrfeM  evetj  Fri^ 
**  day  duritkg  •  whole  year:  emd  after  the  eecond  y^r, 
^^  they  $haU  he  ohUgodtofmt  mi  Fridaye  daring  l^e^  or  U 
^  do  9om$  other  aete  qfpietf^  on  pain  of  inemrring  the 
«  displeamre  ofJUmighiy  Ood,  and  of  the  Ueeeed  ofoeOm 
^m.  Peter  end  at.  FkuL'' 

At  the  dittolotion  of  tkit  etneil,  it  wm  retolred  U 
Qull  another  in  the  eonrto  of  Ire  jenrt,  in  order  to  enr* 
ry  fbrward  the  projeeted  refcrni.  The  Ire  jeart  elapsed, 
hot  no  eoaocil  atiemhled,  nor  did-holj  father  with  Ikcre 
•honid  be  any.  At  lengthi  howerer,  throogh  the  reho- 
ttienee  of  some  bent  on  the  objeet,  a  eooneil  was  openei 
at  Paria,  whieh  was  in  a  short  tine  remored  to  Ba^ 
The  effeet  of  this  assemblj  was  presently  seen,  in  pops 
against  eonnr it,  and  eonneil  against  pope ;  and  presently 
oonneil  against  eouneil.  A  sehisa  also  was  made  agaii 
in  tbe  popedom,  iihieh  eontinued  to  the  year  1441. 
There  is  noihing  in  all  these  eontentinns  tliat  ean  be 
placed  to  the  history  of  tme  religion  |  Ibr  whieh  rea- 
son the  detail  mast  giro  plane  to  soaMtUng  of  i 
importanoo. 
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CUAPTEII  IV. 

The  BmnUs^  and  their  Leader  Ziaea^he  United 
Brethren^^he  fValdmms^Sdect  Characters^Re- 
view  ^  the  Century. 

Tus  abominatioDi  of  the  church  of  Rome  were  now 
become  too  flagrant  to  be  denied,  and  too  intolerable  to 
be  boroe.  The  Tii>lent  measurei  adopted  bj  the  fath- 
ers of  Constance  only  contributed  to  blazon  their  infa- 
mji  and  to  inspire  all  Europe  with  a  spirit  of  hatred  and 
revenge. 

We  have  noticed  the  spirited  remonstrance  of  the 
Bohemian  lords ;  among  these  nobles  was  John  de  Tree* 
znoW|  known  in  history  by  the  name  of  Zisoa,  he  wa» 
ehmmberlain  to  Wenceslaus,  king  of  Bohemia.  This 
great  man,  one  day  sitting  in  a  pensive  mood,was  asked 
bj  bis  master  what  he  was  thinking  about  ?  He  replied, 
that  he  was  musing  on  the  insult  offered  the  kingdom  in 
the  violent  death  of  John  Huss.  '<  It  is  )DUt  of  your 
|H>wer  or  mine  to  revenge  it,''  said  the  king;  <<  but  if 
JOB  Jknow  which  way  to  do  it,  exert  yourself."  From 
ibis  cirenmstance  arose  the  mighty  project  of  Zisca, 
which  afterward,  by  fire  and  sword,  he  brought  to 
hear  upon  the  enemies  of  the  reformation — measures 
Dot  to  be  justified  on  Christian  principles;  but  for 
Ziaea  and  his  royal  master  such  political  measures 
were  in  due  course,  especially  as  the  insult  had  been  di- 
reeted  againiit  their  own  country,  and  that  by  the  most 
exeerable  of  tyrants. 

The  wrath  of  the  Bohemians  was  enkindled  against 
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tke  emperar  «ii4  hlf  blo#dly  e— ■«!,  — t  —iy  — 
•f  Ike  deatk  of  their  two  eontrjr«e«,  kmi  ftlso  ft«a  tllo  • 
eire«mstanee  of  Ike  arkitnuy  probiytioaof  tkoeoj^n 
ike  oomfliiniioii  of  tko  laitj.  To  Ckit  olc  Meaty  io  tko 
•aered  lapper,  thej  had  all  aloag  nahrtOHMd  tkoir  rigkt, 
tod  wero  determiaed  still  to  abide  bj  it.  la  tke  jetr 
1417,  Zitea  assembled  aader  kb  banaer  a  noit  astoairii- 
iBg  host  of  Hassites ;  and  it  is  said  tkat  forty  tkoasaai 
of  these  eneamped  oa  a  atoantaia  aear  Praf^oe,  wkors^ 
in  spite  of  their  papal  ad?  ersaries,  they  prooeoded  to  tho 
eelebration  of  the  eommanioii  ia  both  elemeats*  These 
determined  ad? oeates  of  the  saeramental  eop  vere  af* 
terward  denominated  Calixtines ;  and  firom  the  moani 
Tabor,  on  whieh  they  assembled,  they  wera  also  ealled 
Taborites. 

Saeh  were  the  talents  of  Zisea,  thouf^h  deprived  of  his 
sight,  and  sneh  the  resolotion  of  the  Bohemians,  that  a 
long  and  desperate  war  was  carried  on  against  the  eai* 
peror  and  his  spiritual  eolleagues ;  but  at  length  a  gresfl 
part  of  the  discontented  were,  by  the  artfol  eoneeosioiiof 
the  Roman  pontiff,  restored  to  papal  obedienee.  Tht 
enp  in  the  sacrament  was  their  chief  object ;  this  being 
granted  as  a  special  priTilege,  the  ground  of  contest  oqIk 
sided.  This  produced  a  schism  among  the  Bohemi- 
ans ;  for  the  remaining  part  of  this  vast  body  eovM  be 
satisfied  with  nothing  short  of  a  radical  reform;  and 
therefore  they  persisted  in  their  separation,  bearing  the 
jdenomination  of  Taborites,  and  becoming  the  sobjeets  of 
great  persecntion. 

About  the  year  i40S,  a  body  of  these  Hussites  asaem* 
bling  at  Lititz,  chose  for  their  minister  Michael  BraAi* 
2iu8,  and  proceeded  to  form  a  system  of  church  gorena* 
ment,  and  to  exercise  discipliBe  opon  the  principles  ^T 
the  primitive  Christians.    One  article  in  their  new  ajr-^ 
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ttm  dfitcnret  parlkBlvaoiiee.  Thej  resolved  to  vmbo 
ewMl  VMpMWiii  the  defeMo  of  religioB,  at  Uiej  luid 
Mbre  doiw,  birt  to  svflbr  ao  CftvistioBe,  awl  leave  the 
emt  to  Ood.  Tbto  roMlottoo  tWy  wetre  ipeedily  eoUed 
•poB  to  ttdoiil  and  apply.  Tbe  great  iaereaee  of  tkeir 
iiiH^n^itioae^boih  id  Monuvia  and  Bokemia,  awakened 
the  jaalonty  of  their  advereariei,  who,  fearing  the  re* 
potltioo  of  the  tame  roeaeoresat  had  been  adopted  un- 
der the  direotionof  Zfsea,  retelvrd  opoa  redneiDg  then» 
lo  ehediuwQ*  Aeeordingly  they  were  driven  ont  of  tho 
eiMee  and  Iowm,  and  their  goods  seized.  The  siek  and 
ipifiuy  the  helpless  infant,  and  the  man  of  age,  wero 
thrown  out  into  tbe  open  field* ;  maltitodes  were  eruellf 
tortnrod,  imprisoned,  or  murden*d.  Sueh  were  the  snf* 
ibrings  of  thai  noble  body  of  t'hristians,  afterward 
distittgnished  by  the  denomination  of  Umitbd  BamTH* 


These  Hussites  eontinned  a  perseeoted  people  for  a 
serioo  of  years,  by  whieh  they  earae  in  possession  of 
soflMof  the  elearest  evidenees  of  their  Christianeharae- 
ttTy  and  by  whieh  also  they  were  recognized  as  sueh  by 
thair  brethren  in  affliction.  No  longer  permitted  to 
dwell  in  soeiety,  tbqr  were  necessitated  to  seek  refuge 
in  remote  forests,  and,  like  the  aneient  worthies,  to  wan- 
der in  deserts  aad  in  mountains,  and  in  dens  and  caves 
ef  the  earth*  In  these  retreats  they  were  so  watehed 
by  the  adversary,  that  they  dared  not  light  their  fires  by 
dajt  lest  the  smoke  should  betray  them  into  tbe  hands 
if  the  cruel  foe« 

Let  OS  not  forget  that  race  of  humble  and  devoted  souls 
whoeo  lowly  habitation  we  have  seen  sdittered  along  tho 
vallias  of  Piedmont,  and  whose  confessors  were  scatter- 
ed all  over  Earope.  In  Austria,  Stephen,  a  Waldensian 
faotor  was  bnmod  to  death  |  and  great  persecution  rag** 
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•d  a||«MMl  tke  people  of  1ms  oh^fge^  Umsj  of  IhoM 
•od  to  tliedosorlo  Md  aomlaiMof  Boliofldat  Md  joiMd 
IktoMelvoi.  wkli  iIm  B«Miloi»  by  wliiek  omms  u  ftaioa 
1MW  fon»od  btlwooa  tbofo  two  hnMohot  of  the  ChrieliMi 
dborek  i  «ad  Irooi  thii  ioereAtio|f  ttook  of  ptcoioM  Mod» 
tko  refiKfliolioa  io  the  next  eetttorj  retpod  w  ohwriiit 
honroftt, 

Thit  eeotory  fomished  a  ▼oraetj  of  ehftimelen  wovthj 
of  ootiee,  both  frooi  the  oeU  they  poribrawd,  ud  the 
writiage  thej  left^  though  they  are  aot  ia  imiaed^ato 
eoonexioa  with  those  great  mea  who  hegaa  the  reCbrai-* 
atioB.  Thoaas  Rhedoo,  a  Freneh  CarmelUe^  eonii^ 
to  JRoBMt  the  seat  of  his  rtpuUd  holioesst  he  expeeled 
to  find  it  the  seat  of  ran/  holiaeos ;  hot  diseoTeri^g  it  to 
he  the  rery  reyerse,  ho  veatured  to  preaeh  agaiast  the 
reigaiag  eorraptions  ealltBg  the  habitatioa  of  8t  Peter  a 
deo  of  thieves.  His  faithfaloesst  added  to  his  anble«* 
ished  life,  exposed  hia  to  the  fbry  of  tlie  raliag  powenu 
He  was  degraded  from  his  prtesthood,  and  eonnuttod  to 
the  flaaies,  t4a6,  Jeroae  Savaaarola^  aa  Italiaa  aaaky 
suffered  the  same  fate,  io  i499,  for  beariag  hard  apo« 
the  riees  of  the  papaey,  and  for  assertii^s  the  jiatifiea- 
ttoD  of  a  siDiier  by  graee,  throagh  faith.  Vineent  Fer* 
rer,  though  brought  up  a  OomiDieaa  friar,  ia  ail  the 
darkness  of  the  times,  burst  forth  as  a  star  of  eonsidera- 
hlo  magaitade  $  and,  refusing  the  offers  of  preferment,  be« 
eaaie  a  zealous  preaeher  of  the  gospel.  The  seeae  of 
his  labours  was  extended  through  a  great  part  of  Eu- 
rope, but  he  was  suffered  to  die  in  peaee. 

Thomas-a-Kmpb  flourished  about  the  middle  of  this 
•entury.  A  book  on  the  imitation  of  Jesus,  bearii^  hie 
name,  has  eome  down  to  these  days,  and  points  oai  the 
writer  as  a  man  of  genuine  and  experimental  piety*  It 
•eems  almost  a  pity  that  Tbomas-a-Kempis,  ehooM  ha 
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ribbed  of  Ae  raerlc  of  writing  this  btek^  bot  the  Mmot' 
ttries  «f  Imter  sges  give  tbe  pain  to  «ttetlier  hanrf. 

TtfiB  rirTBxnf  B  cxktvkt  wo  havo  teoo  to  bo  m 
opoeb  memorabte  in  Cbe  bittorj  of  tbe  ebiireb,  Tbo 
worM  olgo  ohared  in  the  moral  i pirh  of  tbe  ttiiiee,  Ood 
wmt  about  to  ebaiiioo  the  wieked,  and  tapoeiall^  to  pour 
ottt  bis  fury  upon  those  eorrapt  aod  abaadoned  estabtisb* 
Its  wbieb  had  dared  to  assome  diviao  anthoritj,  and, 
Br  tbe  Bane  of  Christ,  to  violate  tbe  most  pl^  pre« 
eopts  of  bis  gSTOrameiit.  The  eastern  enpiro  fell  into 
the  bmndt  of  tbe  Turks,  a.  d.'14^8,  and  Constantinople 
boenme  the  seat  of  Mahomet.  The  poor  farrago  of 
saperstltlon,  iieaHng  the  Christian  name,  was  presently 
redneod  to  a  pitiable  plight  indeed.  The  Turks,  thoogb 
tlN?y  proKrssed  to  tolerate  tbe  old  religion,  laid  great 
roafrietions  upon  the  usages  of  it,  and  treated  it  altoge- 
ther  witb  eontempt ;  and  sneb  has  been  tbe  treatmenC 
Oferistfanity  has  eiperienee^  in  tbe  Turkish  doipinions 
ft«n  that  day  to  tbe  present. 

Tbo  invention  of  the  typographieal  art  most  not  bo 
piisod  over  without  notiee ;  this  diteovery,  in  the  year 
1440,  aflbrded  tbe  greatest  advantage  to  men  of  letters. 
At  first  this  invention  exhibited  but  a  rude  system  of 
wooden  types,  wbieh  was  soon  improved  to  tbe  metallie 
fount  as  used  by  the  prhiters  of  modem  date.  The  first 
grand  elleet  of  this  most  useful  disoovery  was  the  print- 
ing of  tbe  y VLOATB  BiBLX,  at  Mentz,  in  1450.  By 
these  means  also  tbe  writings  of  the  primitive  fathers 
were  soon  spread  abroad,  the  frauds  and  errors  of  the 
BooMUi  eboreb  laid  open,  and  general  knowledge,  tbo 
foo  to  superstition,  was  eommnnieated  to  thousands  and 
tens  of  thousands,  who  before  were  wrapped  np  in  tbe 
grossest  ignoranee. 

If  the  asbes  of  martyia  be  the  seed  of  tbe  ehureb,  this 
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••■Uiry  thtm  has  fttmitheil  a  pveeioM  Me44i«e.  TIm 
kkod  of  8awtre,  Badby,  CaUiaw,  Uiim,  JerM»e»  the 
Uomi  of  sveli  eiedlent  mes  as  these,  leaves  upoa  tiieir 
■wmorj  and  apdo  their  professio*  tJie  bread  seal  af 
iMaveii.  Hast,  it  is  said,  at  his  deaUi  prophesied  of 
liather— ^jother,  it  is  eertaio,  raised  the  geaias  of  ne- 
fcrmatieB,  like  a  Phieaii*  froa  the  ashes  of  Hoea,  and 
bade  defiaoeetfft  all  the  fires  of  RoflMoaad  of  heil.  Bat 
if  soeh  BMHi  as  Cobham  aod  Hass  by  tbetr  blood  leave 
hebind  then  the  bread  seal  of  heavea,  tbea  what  laast  he 
the  real  eharaeter  of  the  ffo/y  ilra^ll  CkOMic  Gbairch— 
a  eboreh  whieh  put  soeh  anea  to  death— a  ebwreb  which 
pot  mea  to  death,  not  for  ain,  but  for  virtue,  Ibr  assert- 
img  the  troths  of  Holj  Scripture  and  for  teaching  the?ae 
truths  to  their  fellow  mea.-  No  wonder  ThoiVMS  KIm- 
doM  the  pious  Cainelite  should t  upon  coming  to  RoiMe, 
ptrotesf  against  the  abominations  of  the  |iopal  eooit. 
For  a  single  individual  thus,  even  in  the  eapitol  of  ini- 
quity, to  protest,  might  be  deeawd  imprudent ;  and  far 
bis  boldness  he  fell  a  victim  to  the  flames;  but  hie  re- 
oord  is  on  high,  and  Home  will  hear  of  this  another  dmj. 
The  Roman  catholic  religion,  in  the  present  day,  eithW 
is,  or  is  not  in  essenee,  the  same  as  it  was  a  hen  the  ooui- 
eil  of  Constance  sat ;  if  it  be  not,  the  RomAB  prioat« 
hood  would  do  well  to  declare  it. 
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SIXTEENTH  CENTURY. 


CHAPTER  I. 

Miscellaneous  Evemts  introduotoet  to  the 
Reformation. 

M  AmcE  tolliny  through  a  long  disnftl  might  of  papal 
flarkness,  and  regions  of  the  shadow  of  death,  a  beam 
of  gospel  day,  at  the  morning  spread  upon  the  moan- 
tains,  reviTOs  the  fainting  spirit."  During  the  last 
thottoaad  years  wt  have  lost,  in  the  Tisible  ehoreh,  al- 
most all  the  grand  features  of  primitive  Cbristiaaity. 
The  establishment  and  spread  of  thei  gospel  pale,  un- 
der Constantino  and  his  sneeessors,  soon  redoeed  it  to 
a  mere  system  of  this  world.  The  pride  of  bishops, 
the  pomp  of  ehorehes,  and  the  lust  of  other  things, 
together  with  the  general  extinetion  of  vital  godliness, 
rendered  the  outward  ehurehes  but  a  miserable  asylum 
for  those  simpte  souls,  who,  having  the  sentenee  of 
death  in  themselves,  sought  to  live  a  life  of  faith  on  the 
Son  of  God.  Henee,  in  the  seventh  eentury,  the  poor 
perseeoted  Panlieians,  and  the  humble  Valdenses,  pre- 
ftrred  their  respeelive  states  of  eiile,  to  eommunion  with 
lordly  bishops  and  squalid  monks,  though  in  populous 
oities  and  in  pompons  temples.  Now  and  then,  Qod 
raised  op  in  the  eatholie  ehureh  a  hw  faithful  minis- 
ters and  witnesses  to  the  truth,  such  as  Claudius  of 
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Tvrin,  aod  Arnulph  of  Orleaot.  kj  wiMte  laWara  8mm 
additions  were  made  to  the  ttoek  of  geaaiae  retiyaa. 
The  twelfth  eeatury  foraithed  the  traaeJatioa  of  the 
gospels  into  the  Freneh  tongae,  by  Walda,  thraagk 
whose  instramentaKty  the  kaowledge  af  diriae  tnrtli 
was  abundantly  spread  ia  many  parts  of  Baropa.  Ib 
the  following  eentury,  opiaioas  inimieal  lo  the  RaauMi 
ehoreh  were  so  prevalent,  that  a  eoort  af  iaqataitioa 
was  found  necessary  in  order  to  restrain  the  growiag 
OTil.  Centuries  fourteenth  and  fifteenth  have  pradaeed 
•ome  very  strong  measures  in  favour  of  refbraatioa  ; 
and  in  the  year  1460,  at  Mentz^  stood  forth  that  great 
and  soeeessful  reformer— a  primtbd  biblk. 

These  eireamstaaees,  takea  together,  afcrd  a  view 

of  events,  both  in  their  order  and  operaAiao,  abnadast* 

lyaalealaled  to  prepare  the  way  for  those  aughty  iiiiam 

'floas,  whoy  in  the  eentury  before  us,  stepped  forward, 

and*  asserted  the  supreaiaey  of  the  8ertpture  Tribaaal, 

and  with  the  award  of  the  spirit  iaflieted  a  deadly  woaad 

•an  the  head  of  the  beast.    Nor  should  we  forget,  wUla 

•eatertngion  the  pertadof  reformation,  that  the  pride, 

asorpation,  and  iasolenea,  of  the  Aoamn  pontiff  had  rea<*^ 

deved  him  so  hateful  to  surrouadiog  potentates,  that  hia 

iHMnilialion  was  a  most  desirable  objeet.    The  abaml* 

•.nations  of  the  popedom  were  so  eieeediagly  fli^raat, 

•  that  eathoiie  writers  thaaiselves,  so  Ikr^from  lahouraig 

to  extenuate  theoh  apeak  af  thamin  laagaage  the  aiaat 

expressive  and  linking. 

Sixteen  years  of  this  eent4ry  elapsed  beibre  the  first 
grand  blow  was  struck  at  the  papal  eagiae,  by  Latlier, 
who,  at  the  eommeneement  of  this  period,  was  a  yaath, 
in  the  moaastery  at  Brfiirti  where,  Uke  a  Masaa^  ha  was 
parsed  in  tbe  bosom  of  that  aataUishaMat,  he  waa  of 
providenee  desigaed  to  subvert    Albir  reasarlm  oa  the 
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•paee  will  be  proper  to  introdaee  the  glo- 
Bpoeh  ^  Reformation. 
The  l«ft  eentury  eloted,  and  the  preteat  eommeiieedyi 
ovier  the  pontifieate  ofALBXANDBR  the  8iith,  ^  whoa  ^ 
haaaiiity  iKeowM,^  tajs  Mo<iheifn,  <<  and  who  it  rather  . 
Mbe  eoMidered  ai  a  moo^ter  than  a  man.     The  world- 
wao  deliTered  from  thte  papal  fiend  in  the  year  1508,  hj 
the  poieono«»dran|;ht  whieh  he  had  prepared  lor  others, 
tait  geaeraltjr  believed."     Piut  the  third  sueeeeded^ 
and  few  days  finished  his  eareer.    Julius  the  8eeond, 
by  frtod  and  bribery,  obtained  the  vacant  chair,  and 
•ipported  his  pontifieate  by  one  eontiiiaed  seene  of  war  • 
and  bloodshed.    The  yiolenee  and  donunation  of  this 
wieteh  stirred  np  the  opposition  of  sorronndin^  mo* 
aapshs^  and  a  eouneil  was  assembled  at  Pisa,  for  the 
parpese  of  regulating  the  aflfairs  of  the  chureh,  and  of 
linitii^  pwf^l  doflsiniott.    In  opposition  to  this  eouneil, 
JuKna  aesenMed  another  under  his  own  influence ;  and 
whHe  he  was  forging  thander*bolts  to  hurl  at  his  ehe« 
Bi«^  the  king  of  lev rors  dragged  him  away  from  his 
work  la  the  bar  of  inftnite  jastice,  where  we  must  leave 
hmf  is  order  to  follow  Leo  the  Tenth  in  his  high- 
priesciy  eareer,  which  eommeneed  in  the  year  1513. 
Leofaaka  with  the  learned  of  his  day ;  bnt  he  was  a  true 
pope,  aad  the  sawid  patron  of  all  the  old  eeelesiastieal 
tbasesu    Bowaver  well  Leo  might  have  loved  his  books 
vhea  a  sniynastiot  it  is  certain,  when  a  pope,  he  devoted 
a  i^reat  part  of  his  time  to  the  most  base  indulgences  ; 
|i»i  his  prodigaikgr^  pHde,  and  Iniury,  were  the  princi- 
■d  pwenring  eanses  of  thai  opposition  to  the  papftej* 
hade  by  the  reMwned  Luther. 
[  The  ayaleas  of  monkery  was  now  so  ovovgrown,  that 
■  heaaflM  a  oiere  eaerssoenoe,  which  threatened   to 
liiglidMtt  aad  feeder  adions  that  very  body  whieh  it 
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wmt  deiigned  to  support  aad  aioni.  Tke  DowImomm 
,  9mi  the  FraBcisoant  were  at  daggers  drawn.  Tho  ftr« 
Mor  of  theoo  naiatained  that  the  Virgio  Marj  was  eon- 
ooived  and  bora  io  original  sin  ;  the  latter  deaied  it, 
aad  aSnaed  her  to  have  been  as  imniacniato  as  hor 
Bon.  This  prodaeed  a  sharp  and  bitter  eontest,  and 
IIkj  nratoally  eommitted  eaeh  other's  soals  to  hell  ftr 
anok  heresy  $  hot  these  reciproeal  anathemas  were,  after 
all,  the  least  of  their  wiskedness,  for  they  had  reeonrso 
to  lirandalent  nuraeles  to  support  their  several  elaioM 
to  ortkodoiy.  Oae  instance  of  this  sort  by  tke  D«nii«> 
nioans  will  afford  a  fine  speeimen  of  the  times.  Pioas 
firands  were  deemed  tnily  justifiable,  and  these  were  not 
only  praetised  upon  those  without  the  pale  of  the  efaoreh^ 
bat  ahMi  upon  one  another  within.  The  Dominiransi 
tkerelbre,  had  resolved,  at  a  ehapter  held  at  Vimpoea, 
in  1504,  to  have  reeonrse  to  these  meant  in  order  to 
anpport  their  elaims  against  the  Franeiseans.  The  ex- 
periment  was  tried  at  Bern,  by  four  of  the  most  enter- 
prising  members  of  the  monastery,  opon  Jetner,  a  poor, 
simple,  but  superstitious,  and  austore,  lay^brotiwr,  of  ^ 
the  same  house.  The  prior,  one  of  the  four  wlio  had- 
nndertaken  the  plot,  having  seeretly  eonveyed  hifensel 
into  Jetzer's  eell,  appeared,  about  midniglif,  in  a 
borrible  shape,  surrounded  with  howling  dogs, 
seeming  to  blow  fire  and  snK>ke  Drom  bis  nostriio,  b; 
means  of  a  eontrivanee  he  had  prepared  Isr  tke  pan 
pose.  With  grievous  shrieks  and  yel lings,  he  told  tk 
affrighted  monk  that  he  was  a  Dominican  ghost,  eon 
demned  to  purgatory  fbr  having  laid  aside  his  oMnasti 
habit,  and  that  it  would  raise  his  brother  Jetser  e< 
eeedingly  high  in  the  estimation  of  all  trn^  Ghrtstiaai 
if  he  would  undertake  to  deliver  hira  Arom  sueli  a  d^ 
ploraUe  state.  The  tfieans  preseribed  wen,  tkat  Jatcn 
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ihottld  ittboiit  1o  the  diteipliae  of  the  whip  fcr  eight 
4ejs,  and  lie,  during  mMt»  in  the  ehapel  on  thie  gyeniiti 
in  the  form  of  one  erueified.  In  the  morning  the  fnght- 
fol  storj  wM  told  to  all  the  eonvent,  who  reeo— writ- 
ed  the  eonme  preieribed  by  the  ghottly  viiit^r;  to  thin 
the  poor  «inipleton  eomplied,  for  whieh  he  ww  exalted 
in  the  dieeourtet  of  the  friars  as  a  saint  of  ao  exIraaTf 
dinary  east.  The  next  night  the  fturee  was  renewed  hy 
the  prior,  attended  with  two  others,  dressed  as  hide- 
ens  ao  himself,  who  informed  Jetzer  that  the  Dosnini- 
ean  order  was  peeuliarly  dear  to  the  Vii^n,  be- 
eanso  they  had  given  doe  honour  to  her  Bon,  and- 
had  not,  like  the  Franeiseans,  made  them  both  o%aaL 
To  render  these  scenes  the  more  miraenlons,  the  ^«etre 
dereloped  some  of  the  secrets  of  Jetzer's  life,  whkh  ho 
had  obtained  from  the  poor  deluded  monk's  eonlbesor. 
These  appearances  were  repeated  several  times,  nndsr 
varioos  characters  $  at  length  the  person  of  the  Virgin, 
attended  with  a  number  of  little  cherubs,  was  introdneed 
into  the. drama;  she,  of  eourse,  was  made  to  pronounce 
the  Dominicans  orthodox,  and  to  express  her  dislike  to 
their  opponents.  Before  her  departure,  she  promised 
him  a  pledge  of  her  high  regard,  by  imprinting  the  five 
wiMinds  of  Christ  upon  him,  and  immediately  seiasing 
him  by  the  hand,  she  with  great  violence,  throat  a  nail 
through  it,  and  left  the  poor  deluded  dupe  in  the  great* 
est  agony*  The  night  following  she  renewed  her 
visit,  in  order  to  administer  healing  to  the  first  wound^ 
and  to  inflict  the  other  four;  for  this  purpose  she 
hrought  some  cloth  in  which  the  Saviour's  body  had 
been  wound  at  his  burial,  and  also  a  stupifying  draught, 
whieh,  giving  to  Jetzer,  threw  him  into  a  deep  sleep,  b^ 
which  means  the  Virgin  prior  and  his  associates  were 
enabled  to  bore  the  other  hand,  and  both  the  feet,  and 
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to  Iteerftte  the  tido,  withoot  oppositibii  or  deleotioa. 
Ttof  aMU*ked  with  the  Bmvioor't  woimdty  he  b^oMie  the 
adioinitioB  of  the  deluded  pop«leee,  aad  the  earj  of  the 
Frtneieeoii  order.  But  the  plot  wouod  not  up  here; 
the  epperitioiu  to  ft^qaentlj  introdoecd  theoMolTef  l# 
dkterb  JetseHt  repose,  that  be  at  lost  diteovered 
the  ftmvd,  mid  ainett  killed  the  inikiaovi  prior,  wbo 
liad  at  that  tine  asta«ed  the  Virgin  with  ft  eroem 
vpoa  her  head.  The  DoniaieaiiSy  to  prer^at  the  eott* 
•eq oeeete  of  aa  impeaehflient,  diaeorored  the  whele 
plot  to  Jetser,  and  hired  hi«  to  earrj  on  the  eheat  ^ 
het  fearing  hit  fidelity  shonM  fhil,  they  roeolTed  to 
diepamh  him  bjr  poison,  whieh  they  attenipled  at  five 
diftiwt  tines  I  hot  he,  either  throngh  the  otroaglh  ef 
Uf  eonstitotion,  or  by  diseoirering  their  intenties, 
evaded  the  eonseqnenees,  and  went  and  impenehed  the 
whole  belWre  a  nagistrate ;  in  the  iesne  of  whieb,  the 
fear  IKars  were  degraded  fren  their  priesthood,  awd 
hnmt  alii^  on  the  a  1st  ef  May,  iM».  1  shottM  ee»» 
dnde,  from  the  ehapter  held  at  Yinpsea,  and  froai 
ether  eqnally  positii^  eireaaistaneos,  that  those  wished 
friars  were  pnnisbed  nore  fbr  not  managing  their  inftt* 
BMos  plot  better,  than  for  the  infhny  ef  the  plot  iCaeMl 
Argnment  is  not  neeesssry  to  proTe  that  sneh  a ehnrdi  as 
this  needed  reformation  %  the  tbiagopeako  for  itself  x  bat 
eemiptioa  was  so  ineorporaled  with  aH  its  eeaslkaeat 
prtneiples,  that  the  reformation  so  desired  wao  net  te 
he  eapeeted  in  any  alteralioa  of  that  eharth,  bni  in 
an  entire  separation  from  it^  as  the  soqnol  will  faUy 
denoastrate. 
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'  CHAPTER  II. 

Epoch  of  RfiFORMATiON. 

Mmiim  Luiher — his  Birth^^Education — becomes  a  Mo* 
natHC'-^eeeives  Ordination^^irdroduced  to  the  Fro- 
fettarship  ai  ffittenberg^opposes  Tetxel — cited  to 
appear  Befbre  Cajetan  at  Augsburg. 

\%  IImt  IbnMlfMi  of  m  great  eharaeter,  we  g*eiierally 
obienre  m  aMMicn  t<r  tome  anfommoii  mentftl  eiid«»w« 
me«t%  tint  a  variety  of  providentiaf  events  eonear  to 
exeita  and  anitartf  that  originality  of  genins^  whieh 
•Iberwiie  ^mmM  hate  been  obtmred,  and  pe rhiq^  would- 
have  totally  failed  of  aeeompllihing  any  thing  admira- 
ble or  iBi|Nirt«iit  Thii  will  apply  to  Moaes,  the  great 
Jewiali  lef^islator  |  he  wae  brought  np  in  a  eonrt,  and 
waa  tavghl  aH  the  learning  of  Egypt.  So  of  Cyras, 
and  of  ClBaaiw*4if  Alexander,  and  of  the  Maeeahees. 
The  wamt  appeftra  in  the  histories  of  those  great  mea 
by  whai  the  aMst  aatanit hing  ehanges  have  been  eilbet- 
ed  in  CIm  moral  and  spiritual  state  of  the  human  raee. 
In  ffrtasiasiieal  nfemoir,  we  shall  generally  find  that 
whalaver  preparation  Dtrine  Proridenee  may  haro 
made^  by  am  atsoeiation  of  materials  tvslAoiil  the  hmmde 
of  the  riaiMe  ehureh,  yet  the  grand  instramenis  by 
whiah  those  mighty  works  have  been  effeeted,  have  x 
been  raiaod  np^/Vom  wUhiiu  8t,  Paul  and  his  eolleagoea 
were  fcwa,  and  the  prinelpal  reiWrmers  were  Roman 
eathalies*  Thin  eireumsunee,  which  has  nothing  to  do 
with  the  original  formation  of  their  minds,  gave  them 
an  oppMinnity  of  perfbrming  those  aets  whieh  would 
hare  been  otherwise  altogether  impossible.  These  ro- 
aMMtdoaigned  to  lessei  the  «fc«f^|i^,ff(t^Ie 


illustrioui  reforner,  Martin  Lother,  b«t  to  direel  ay 
reailer  through  the  whole  course  of  hit  rcAeetioas  to 
the  finger  of  thai  God  who  openeth,  and  no  wuat  that- 
tethy  and  who  sbntteth,  and  no  man  openeth. 

MARTIK  LUTHBR 

Was  horn  in  the  year  1488,  at  Islehea^  in  ih»  eanntj  of 
Mansfield,  in  Upper  SazonyT  His  father  was  a  mtm 
of  business  and  repute,  under  whose  eare  be  roeeited 
a  liberal  edueation.  At  the  age  of  twenty,  he  reoeifcd 
the  degree  of  master  of  arts,  in  the  omiFeffsity  of  Brfart, 
and  eontinued  for  some  time  to  proaeeute  hk  stndies, 
with  an  intention  of  devoting  binmelf  to  Iha  bar$  bit 
Ihom  this  purpose  he  was  diverted  by  the  snddien  death 
of  an  intimate  friend,  with  whom  he  was  walking  ia  a 
moot  dreadful  storm  of  thunder  and  lightning.  Tbe 
loss  of  his  eompanion,  by  so  awful  a  provM|pMe»  and  bit 
own  marvellous  eseafie,  made  sneh  an  im|ilNoion  npoa 
his  mind,  that  he  formed  the  hasty  reaolntian  of  enter- 
ing on  the  monastic  life,  which  resolutinn  he  as  hastily 
adopted,  to  the  great  mortification  of  his  fhthor,  whs 
did  every  thing  in  his  power  to  dissuade  him  from  it 
He  entered  the  monastery  of  ErfuK  in  the  year  IMS, 
where,  from  the  studious  turn  of  his  mind,and  the  serious 
impressions  he  had  received,  he  made  himself  acquaint- 
ed with  those  instructors  he  deemed  the  best  aaleniated 
to  lead  him  in  the  Way  of  trntli  and  peace:  but  as  yet 
he  knew  not  the  scriptures  and  the  power  of  Ood. 

After  he  had  spent  one  year  in  tbe  menaetery,  a 
Latin  Bible  fell  into  his-  hands ;  this  proved  an  un- 
speakable treasure,  for  he  presently  found  that  it  eoa- 
tained  more  text  than  was  to  be  fonnd  in  those 
commonly  used  in  tbe  publie  service*  Prom  this  grand 
aowrae  of  divine  light,  he  received  aoae^elear  mad  la* 
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f rethiog  b«anit  of  troth.  The  writiBgs  mlso  •#  Aajpit- 
tint  were  ttodied  with  peevlkir  ardo«f,  moi  unklay 
th€«e  eierei»t  with  fervent  and  eoDttaat  prajer,  he  be* 
tmmt  at  leagih  filled  with  wisdom  and  spiritual  under- 
•tiildinf .  He  reeeived  ordination  in  the  year  150T, 
and  in  the^  felUwing  year  was  introdueed  to  the  pro- 
fevsor*s  ehair  at  the  university  of  Wittenberg;  in 
whieh  offiee  he  shone  forth  as  a  genius  of  the  first  nuig* 
■Itnde,  and  attraeted  the  notiee  of  the  Bleetor  of  Saxony, 
t«  wfcnfe  fHendship  he  was  indebted,  in  the  year  I5t9, 
fir  a  release  fro«  all  the  expenses  attending^  the  high 
4eit*^e  of  deetf  r  in  divinity,  whieh  was  conferred  upon 
ki«i%t  ^^^  mivertlty. 

Vtftm  the  tiHM  of  his  ordination  to  the  eommenee- 
vrtmC  of  hie  grand  eareer,  light  gradually  and  power- 
MIy  inereaaed  upon  hie  mind.  It  is  evident  from  the 
early  writings  of  this  monk  that  he  was  no  seeptie,  ne 
hireling,  no  boaster ;  the  contrary  virtues  shones  forth 
IB  him  jffith  peeoliar  lustre.  In  all  his  studies,  truth, 
■ot  trhiiitpli,  was  his  objeet ;  and  that  he  might  attain 
te  this,  he  sought  to  have  his  mind  imbued  with  the 
lr«e  spirit  of  humility  and  devotion.  He  made  himself 
aequainted  with  the  most  distinguished  eharaeters  of 
the  age,  as  well  as  with  the  writings  of  those  gone  te 
tfieir  rest ;  but  he  was  no  implieit  disciple  of  any  of 
these:  while  he  read  for  instruction,  he  still  maintain- 
ed the  right  of  his  own  judgment ;  he  bowed  to  none, 
eseept  to  theee  he  conceived  inspired  ;  under  whieh  »« 
pressren  he  perused  the  sacred  volume. 

Lather  entertained  a  high  opinion  of  his  friend  Ea as- 
V0S,  a  man  of  great  learning,  and  one  that  wrote  very 
pointedly  against  some  prevailing  vices ;  but  our  rt* 
fWrmer  eenld  by  no  mean^  fall  in  with  the  tbeol<^eal 
syatem  of  EraioMS.  An  esiraet  from  a  letter  of  Luther 
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to  Spaiatioiii*  wiU  dteaovcf  ■the  tentiftteats  of  both  tlie 
oM  mmi  the  othar*  ^  That  whieh  •triket  mj  mtod  im 
eoatMerioi;  BrMniit  is  tbifl :  in  interpretiDg^  the  ep^e* 
tiee- aeeo«nt  of  the  rt^teeusnett  of  work*,  or  of  (he 
lav,  he  vederstwiiU  hy  theee  terme  cerem&nial  obeer- 
•enreneet  ott(y.  The  ri^hleoiieiieet  of  the  lew  it  by  b# 
■»»■•  eettfiued  to  ceremoBiee  $  for,  tho«gh  it  inelodee 
theae^  it  fttill  laere  direetly  respeels  ao  obedieaee  to  the 
whole  deeatof^ae,  whteh  ohedieaee,  whea  it  takee  plaee 
to  a  eertaia  degree,  and  yet  hat  not  Christ  for  ita  foa«« 
datiea,  theu|(h  it  my  prodaee  rery  apright  aaieralitiay 
aeeordiftf^  to  maa't  jodgoMnt^  hat  nothing  in  it  of  the 
natare  of  genoine  righteoneneftt.  For  men  are  net  aaiacle 
traly  righteeve,  at  Ariatotle  sappofet,  by  perfomuag 
eertaia  aetione  whieh  are  exteraally  good,  for  they  wtmj 
•till  be  eoaaterfeit  eharaetert;  bat  men  aaiBSt  have 
righteoaa  prineiplee  ia  the  firat  plaee,  and  then  they 
will  net  fait  lo  perforai  righteeut  aetione.  God  first 
reapeett  Abel,  and  then  hit  taerifiee.  I  beg  yon  wonM 
pat  EraaaiHt  in  mind  of  thete  thtngt.  I  nay  be  thenght 
preannptnoaay  and  perfaapt  tevere,  ia  that  eritieiting 
great  a^a :  aaiy  apology  ia,  that  I  feel  a  eoneem  hr 
the  eante  of  tree  theeiegy,  and  for  the  talvation  of  the 
brethren." 

A  tiariler  hanttty  aed  independenee  he  aaiaintnint 
OTen  with  the  prieee  at  with  the  prieat.  Writiag  to 
BpaUtiant  on  another  eeeaaioa,  he  tayt,  ^  Many  thingt 
pleeae  year  prinee,  and  look  great  ia  hia  eyet,  which 
are  ditpleaaing  U  Gad.  in  aeeolar  witdeB^  1  eMieat, 
he  ia  ef  all  m^tm  wmai  knowing;  bnt,  in  thinga  pertain- 
ing  to  God,  and  whieh  relate  U  the  aalvatiea  ef  tonb, 
1  ataai  own  thai  ha  ia  hiiad  eeTen^eM." 


•g«ctjyj  to  the  doctor,  FaEnnuc  tsb 
,  and  a  ■toody  inemAoi  the  i 
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Such  being  the  Chaelogical  viewt  of  Lnlher,  moi  tiMh 
die  openaess  Le  maoifested  in  aMerling  Ikein,  that  he 
made  himaelf  enemiet ;  but  ihete  w«re  the  enemies  of 
Cbdy  and  not  in  tlie  aeeount  npoB*  whieh  thie  intrepid 
Bonk  reckoned;  be  tongbt  net  bonoar  fren  men,  and 
therefore  was  the  lee*  affected  with  their  frowns.  Bnt 
we  are  not  to  imagine  that  .hie  pteeliar  lealimentST  talc- 
ed him  up  no  friendft-^the  reverse  was  the  ease ;  the 
eyes  of  many  were  fixed  upon  kim«with.eoraplaeeney, 
and  he  enjoyed  the  warmest  attachments  of  many  dis« 
tingnished  by  their  rank  and  character. 

At  this  period,  the  Roman  poniiff  sat  uneoneeraed 
vpon  his  throne,  neither  feeling  nor  <  CNuring  any 
evil.  The  heretics  of  the  rallies  were-  too  remote  and 
too  feeble  to  siwaken  any  alarm.  The  inquisilerial 
fires,  it  was  presumed,  had  burnt  ont  the  followers  of 
Wickliff  and  of  Huss,  and  holy  father  had  nothing 
BOW  to  do  but  to  trample  on  a  prostrate  world,  and  to 
lire  in  extravagance,  lust,  and  ease,  at  the  eipense  of 
all  mankind.  Saeh  was  the  infatuated  state  of  Lee's 
nund,  in  the  year  15 17,  that  memorable  year  when  the 
great  immortal  Ltither  was  raised  up  to  vindicate  the 
rights  of  Ood,  of  the  church,  and  of  the  conscience. 

By  the  prodigality  of  this  infamous  peatiff»  the  eoftrs 
of  the  church  were  nearly  exhansted,  and  that  too  at  a 
time  when  he  stood  in  need  of  more  than  an  ordinary 
supply.  The  chnrch  of  St.  Peter  at  Rome  had  been 
begun  by  his  predecessor,  Julius,  whieh  he  earnestly 
wished  during  his  own  pontificate  to  bring  to  perfection. 
Accordingly,  thus  circumstanced,  he  had  recourse  to 
the  never-failing  trade  of  lNDUi.aBii€Bs,  a  trade,  the 
sweets  of  which  the  bishops  of  Rome  had  long  en- 
joyed. 

These  indalgences,  by  papal  authority,  were  publish- 
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ed  tliffo«glio«t  Chriiteiidoiii)  aad  every  true  ealliolie 
-  wae  fgtwrtlj  told,  tket  if  he  would  eontribiKe  towards 
btiildfii|f  8t  Peter's  ekareh,  he  might  have  lieease  to 
eat  e|^  and  eheese  in  time  ^f  Lent.  The  propa^^tiei 
ef  this  tpiritual  tralfie  in  Gemany  wat  eommitted  t« 
Alberty  archbishop  of  Mentz  and  Magdeburg,  whs  wu 
also  entitled  to  a  eonsiderable  share  of  the  profit.  Al- 
bert looicing  ronnd  for  a  fit  person  to  execute  this  nsst 
important  bnsiness,  laid  hold  of  John  Tetzel,  a  Voni- 
nieaa  noak,  a  man  who  had  been  employed  in  the  saae 
line  some  fow  years  before.  ^^This  frontless  monk  exeenled 
this  iniqnltoas  eommission  not  only  with  match  leu  ia- 
solenee,  indeeeney,  and  fraud,  but  eren  carried  his  nt- 
piety  so  far  as  to  derogate  from  the  all-sufficient  power 
and  influence  of  the  merits  of  Christ.*'  The  form  of 
these  indulgences,  with  the  signature  of  TetzeU  rans 
thus :  <<  /,  by  the  authoHtj/  of  Jesus  Christy  through  ike 
<<  merits  of  his  most  blessed  passion,  and  by  the  otctAo- 
<<  rity  of  his  bteseed  apostles^  Peter  and  Paul,  and  of 
^  our  most  holy  pope^  delegated  to  me  as  commissioneTf 
^  do  absotve  theef-^first,  from  all  eceUmastieal  censures^ 
**  however  incurred  /  secondly,  from  all  sins  eommitted 
**  by  thee,  hovoever  emormous;  for  so  far  the  keys  of 
^  tJke  sacred  thureh  esstemd:  and  Ido  this  by  remitting 
<<  to  thee  oH  punishments  due  to  thee  in  purgatoryy  on 
<<  account  of  ^y  crimes;  and  I  restore  thee  to  the  iimo- 
«<  cenee  and  purity  in  which  thou  wast  when  baptixedy 
<'  so  that  the  gates  of  punishmeni  may  be  shut  to  thee 
<•  when  dying,  and  the  gates  of  paradise  he  opened.^  This 
is  the  genuine  blasphemy  of  Rome;  but,  as  if  this  was 
not  sufficiently  iu«altiiq^  to  hearen,  and  wily  eaongk  to 
deceive  and  cheat  the  people,  Tetzel  added  in  his  dis- 
courses an  abundance  of  the  most  extravagant  and  im- 
pudent boastings.    He  affirmed  his  ability  to  save  even 
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the  ilefiler  of  the  blewtd  Vifgiu  iittrMii  |  aiid  dee^nnrf 
Ihat  he  had  saved  more  auuls  from  ,beUi;bj  iua  MvA- 
fences,  than  St.  Peter-had  eiMiverfed  i^  ChrttUaJiilj  t^ 
preaching.  These  indolgeneeaaerv^d  aotooiy  thegasa* 
ration  thep  existing,  but  the  pM^and  Tetzei  hitd  kanh 
ed  the  happj  art  of  mokiiig  the  livii^.^Aj  for  the  dead. 
"  The  DiomeDt  the  money  tinkles  in  ,t|ie  ehe«l,  ^ar 
father's  soul  mounU  up  out  of  pureatoru''* 

Tbatsoeh  stuff  as  this  should  be  suffered  by  the  dm- 
pie,  is  an  awful  proof  of  the  degenerate  state  of  the  age  $ 
but  so  it  was,  all  elasnes,  from  all  qoarters,  ran  mad  after 
this  worse  than  mad  prophet.  Some  persons  belonging 
lo  Lmher's  own  charge,  having  received  absolution  from 
Tetzei,  refused  to  submit  to  the  dieipline  he  in  the 
course  of  his  pastoral  dutj  prescribed.  This  eirenm- 
iUnee,  together  with  a  hast  of  evidence  against  the  jn« 
famous  trafficker,  coming  in  from  all  parts,  indaeed  ^nr 
reformer  to  protest  against  such  abominations.  He  first 
wrote  to  Albert,  the  archbishop,  and  to  his  awn  diooe- 
itn :  the  former  of  these  was  too  interested  in  the  cheat 

•  "  When  Telael  was  at  Lcipsic,  and  had  icraped  together  a 
Snht  deal  of  money  from  all  ranks  of  the  people,  a  nobleman, 
who  8a«T>ecled  the  imposture,  put  this  question  to  him : « Can  you 
griat  absoMion  ftr  a  sin  whiob  a  man  shall  intend  to  commft  in 
btare?^  « Yee,«  BepKed  the  OvAtless  oooioassioBer,  ^bul opon  eon- 
dilioti  that  the  proper  tmn  of  money  be  actually  paid  down.*  The 
nohleaun  instantly  produced  the  sum  demanded;  and,  in  retnm, 
received  the  diploma,  sealed  and  signed  by  Tetsel,  absolviDf  him 
from  the  unexplained  crime  which  he  secretly  intended  to  com* 
mit.  Not  long  after,  when  Tetiel  was  about  to  leave  Leipsic,  the 
nobleman  made  inquiry  resptctfng  the  road  he  would  probably 
travel,  watted  for  him  in  ambush,  attacked  and  robbed  him,  beat 
him  soondly  with  a  stick,  sent  him  book  again  to  Leipsip  with  his 
chert  emp^,  and  at  parting  s^, '  This  is  the  tnlt  1  intended  t« 
'       '^i  and  fof  which  I  have  your  absolution.' " 
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!•  9mkit  timf  Mffkjfttt^nnUek^MMBmmimtvii  and  the 
litter  fvat  (••  ti»id.  Theie  •anliem  and  pradeotud 
» fini  adopted  ^  Ike  Saxes  aook,  pieve  the 
•aad  erderiy  diifotitiea  of  the  naa.;  bat  the 
I  of  Lather  wee  lee  meh  poMeoted  bj  troth,  aod  too 
.ttueh  alive  to  ite  uaportaaee,  to  let  matters  rcit  h&t. 
AecoidiBgly,  withovl  eolleaf;ae,withoDt  patron^  he  veo- 
tared  U  the  balUe  alone,  aod  poblinhed  hit  mnui^'Jim 
fMf«f»ltoa«  by  wajr  of  ehallca^,  in  whieh,  he  not  oaly 
attVBgijr  reprobated  the  iofanoos  Doaiiaieaii,  bat  cl* 
«o  eeaoared  the  eytteai  as  an  isqiosition  apoa  the  pablie* 
At4Ms  tune  Lather  had  no  idea  of  breaking  with  the 
«athdlie  ehareh,  fbr  he  was  in  prineiple,  a  true  derotee 
to  the  hierarehjr.  He  believed  and  i^relared  that  the 
-pope  and  hb  eonmissionera  had  aathority  to  remit  ee- 
^MiasCieal  pnnishments,  and  to  this  extent  woif  his 
own  notions  of  papal  indulgenees ;  hot  deliveranee  firom 
ImII,  and  ftom  the  arrest  of  divine  justice,  by  saeerdo> 
iai  oeatrivaaee,  he  treated  with  abhorrence. 
«  These  Maety-Ave  propositions  in  a  few  days  were 
spread  throngh  Oermany,  and  Tetael  hastened  to  re^ 
liy  droning  up  one  himdred  and  $i^  eeunUr  propost- 
liotts,  wjth  an  inquisitorial  order  to  commit  Lother's 
eomposition  to  4he  flames.  This  violent  conduet  of  Tet- 
Jiely  00  enoogod  the  diseiples  of  the  reformer,  that  th<^ 
proceeded  to  retaliate,  lor  which  they  were  sharply  ne* 
hnfaad  by  their  maoter.  in  reply  to  the  heretical  monk, 
Teiael  was  not  alone— Pricrio,  Hoogstraat,  Eckiost  sea- 
loos  Roman  partisan#,  enlisted  under  the  banner  of  papal 
indulgences ;  the  former  of  these  managed  the  controver- 
sy so  badly,  thai  the^pope  ordered  him  to  be  silent.  The 
principal  oiiject  of  these  defenders  of  (hefaiih,  was  to 
prevail  npon  8t«  Peter  to  answer  Luther  byjhte.  Tha 
hold  SaxoBy  oAdaaated  at  these  meaittresy  firmly  i 
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tmined  kit  gviviMl^  cftd  ftpUed  tot  tli»  argWMt>^w*M»> 
YMtitFM tff flit  tdvtTMrles,  wiUk  «U  thftttpWl  Imirtim 
4^  Mtite  be  BftrtedL  He  eveo  went  ■»  Iky  a^le  wihli 
ftj»  ^p<iftl  !•  (he  pope»  ftiid,  like  a  duClM  iMi^prMli*^ 
fli  «#  relrMt  moj  of  liit  |ir»|MMiliMi«9  •«  mmk  m  (hefs 
•fcesU  be  prated  eotttrtnFy  to  4he  esiieHt  lUlli. 

Tft  UMie  teftrbl  renMMtimfteei  tke  pepe  mut^nmr^ 

pijy  boprag  probaUj  tbat  thie  fire  weoM  pretefttl^  §ft 

out  lor  want  of  fuel  $  bat  hit  boiineM  wat  altegecbor  MM 

al|««iiiie4  wMi  tbeebaNwter  of  oor  itibriair  $  (bo€vo 

bmtmi-bofhr  boMor  aiid  Mgber,  tUI  iM  ^ranMif  warlfr 

>e.    Tbe  empetor  MasfiiHliM  ilgopiioy  the  rapM 

of  the  oortagTaiiia^  cwmeetlx  betoogbt  the  pop* 

to  jhleHhfe,  >Bd  Luib^  iraotomaionod  to  Room.    Bot 

liwHiMr  wfto  not  qotlo  «iMie«piaiiitod  wUh  the  Tioleaoe  aiMt 

tre«eher]rofthoteourt,aod  tberelbi>e  employed  bio*  iiK 

format  witbBpakHiaoty  who  repvetoiiliiig  the  case  to  h)o 

■HMter,  the  pope  waa  prevailed  off  to  grant  ttte  Iroobk* 

aonie  BMHk  a  bearing  m  Oermaiiy)  before  «  tHbunai  ap« 

pointed  at  Ao&tBVaG  lor  that  pbrpose.  Cardinal  Ca  jb- 

raif  waa  de^Nrtodlo  preside  as  po«tllloal  l^to  i  than  tbio 

■HOI,  A  More  improper  agent  eouhl  not  bare  been  ehoa^ 

en^lbr  Instead  of  one  ealeolated  to  beat  the  breaeb,  bo 

wmm  an  interested  man,  a  Domiviean,  tbe  avowed  fHcml 

of  •'V^tacel,nad  tbe  implaonblo  enemy  of  Mmni  Lntbor. 

fht  known  treaibtrf  of  fbooo  papAt  emtsoarfeo  in^ 

splk^tHir  reformer  whk  a  beeomingftarlbrtbe  saMy 

of  Iris  person :  bo  hesitated  ahoat  the  propriety  of  vetf* 

tniiwg  to  appear  at  Angsbnrg,  tiH  the  efeiror  assmod 

himi  of  bis  patronage  and  proteotlon)  and  of  IMs  inlil- 

ea^cr in  ftrtber obtaining  the  snlboondnot  of  tho  eoipeter* 

Tkeoe  things  being  arranged,  Lother,  in  a  most  respeet* 

fal   «nd  dnltlhl  manner,  appeared  bofare  Cnfetan,  the 

-epresentativo  of  the  pope,  by  whom  he  was  seeminf* 
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\f  rw*t¥Ml  ¥ety  e««rteou«ly  |  bat  tlw  wlml^  drill  of  tlie 
MfMiNiKi  trguMciK  went,  Mt  to  |irote  tkflEt  kit  frtf' 

•Mi  tho  like  «a  fbtoro,  TUi  wm  by  m  Meuw  llkeiy 
to  woigh  upoo  nwb a  nmitl  os-wos|MiM»toedby ibe  pr»^ 
fleitor  of  WKteobcrg.  LoHier  ^tf^  tbot  bo  nigltt 
bo  poioiHteJ  toooo-dM  tbo  fopo^  bri»f|  tbi»i»Mro* 
AMod  by  tbo  wory  iegolo  for  ftotOM  ip^  thtttt  oolieo 


Ai  Ibooo  aeoend  UMOi*  Lfethor  offoarod  befwse  42«|k 
t«^  omIoo  oftoa  woo oilwptod  to  wnool» .nvllMi  bo ob» 
Oiloliljr  nibiMifWdof  wo  ftohoia  Ioooom  oajoMrt 
aalo  d»  preooMO  of  lb*  oonliMl^  oohoa  Iw  JiioH 
ebaago  Wa  auttd,  aad  bo  4n|Mood4o.bodiUe  «o  Ibc  dio» 
laUoofholyobaroli.  U  v«a  m  IbM^r  tbo  MAb  of  Oo* 
tobor  tbat  oor  reformer  made  bte  last  appearanee  befort 
tbo  proud  doaioeeriog  l^gfttet  A  report  was  in  etroa^ 
lacioa  tbat  thofiuib  of  tbe  e«peror  was  not  Hi  be  trott- 
ody  aad  bio  perooa  was  ia  danger*  Lather,  Iwvever^ 
waited  till  tbo  Moadbtj  followiag,  aad  tbea  aot  bearing 
from  tbe  oardioal,  be  wrote  in  a  rery  reopootfiil  aad  re- 
forontial  aMiiner)  bot  roeeiriagao  aaower,  he  wrote 
again  tbe  laeeeediog  day^  in  a  tlrain  tonewbat  more 
^ritedy  w|^Bg  the  propriety  of  raoeiving  a  dieaiiMie0» 
Mdhcggadtoboheai^  boforea  IrUMiialbotAeriiaaKM 
tadeoida.  Tbioaotowaa  abe  treated  wttbeiioaea^wbieb 
greatly  alaea^d  botk  Lather  and  bteirieads,  aad  bis 
depaKoro  wao  reoatred  apo%  aad  eaeoalod  tbe  n^ 
amniag  early.  <^  A  frieadly  oonator  arderod  tbe  gates 
afftbe  et^  ta  be  opened) and  be  mavisUda  barse,  wbitb 
StaopMat  •  bad  pMMOad  ftr  Mm.    Ho  bad  aeitber 


»  mer-^CWMiel  ef  tbe  aoitm^f  at  Wittttbe^* 
aad  bed  •traded  t^  oo^feieaw. 
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■itiilly  aawiag  the  liFtwittlfct  ttftUa    Saeh  imm  Urn 

TheTMMftwky  Gi^ilwilMrfrtiMitoflbHrlittlhiir 

iftthtbgtte  WM  iMtffM^ei  to  iMtfe  Ih»  apprehoiM^ 
«rf  lodg«4  im  the  lMn4t  of  iaqttititorUd  Migbtnilat»te 
JUiaetlMa^eMioMNiMMMim  AeMM#r  BMMgf* 
h«»elk,bifeM  tk««ilalMi  lo mpptar  ailhBr  at  Bmm  w 
>» AnHiiwg  iwwdbityf6<  l»  Mab  Tiiif  m  papery  mI^ 
rigkl^  to  «MriMMi  a  Mas  iral^  aai  tk«i  try  faiai  altera 
wttfdL  Batea^pretapredLmhaafuraftilHttdayyMii 
lie  waa  daltoaiad  aat  of  iha  BMatli  of  the  latfk 


CHAPTER  UL 

LnOier  and  MltUx^Bekiui  and  Carlostatd^BckiuB 
and  Luther — JUklMnethon — SSuinglins — the  fope*sBuU 
— XidAer  commits  it  to  theflamts — A  second  Bull. 

*9flB  4^pmrtote  of  Lutber  Unnr  Awgibiirp  produced  i* 
iIm  fliM  af  Cajotoii,  the  popo^  legate,  the  aiinsM  eno» 
of  IWar  ao4  regret*  The  hathMot  aooinittedl  to 
hy  hia  aiaiter  he  had  badly  aHMlaged)  for  he  ha4 
■eMler  re-eoaverted  Luther  to  Ihe  eathoNe  Iki^,  aor 
prereated  hfai  dohig  fbHher  ariiehie#.  C^jelte  ferelair 
iOam  hlMie  Miat  woaM  he  eaet  vpoa  hiai  hy  the  eoart  of 
Itome ;  ia  order,  therefbre,  to  nake  the  best  ef  it,  he  ea- 
demvoared  to  fa^ofre  the  eoadaet  of  the  eleetor  la  the 
divsraee  that  woald  aUend  the  eseqM  aad  penoToraaeo 
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lii«  it«idi»i>  mr  te  gam  km  sp  te  i 

purpose  bj  iMm  MtMttMfti  wliftlwr  wigbllMwefcwa 
hit  AttaoluMii  lo  llift  N*nMr»  it  is  MrtaiB  ihftt  lie 
kighlj  r«9ftr«M  Ike  pwfcisf  •f  hit  iiTMft«e  Mmni* 
ij,  Asd  that  he  fated  UhlI  nmwmry  imo-mM  latiaCer  ito 
fiMieit  erMflMttt  le  heeome  ^-a  TietaHi  !•  fthe  erifch 
»eliee  efthe  widBed,'*  at  Freteiek  ^bterve%  itt  a  ktiit 
U  Erufliei.  SUspitiiis  the  viear  gmeral  alM,  wUleke 
eeatrikated  la  the  tepfMrt  ef  Iiaftlwr,  fave  great  iltaiii 
ia  the  kgate i  aod  the  deparloia  ef  thie  great  mmminm 
Aagiharg^  at  the  taait  tiaM  at  Lather,  aided  iaae 
sbmU  degree  te  the  ehagm  aad  laeilifteatiaa  af  the 
piaad  Cajetaa. 

The  pope,  tee  late,  foaad  that^ia  eaiplefiag  aardiael 
Ci^taa,  he  had  beea  aiitled.  The  auin  he  had  ehaeea, 
Md  the  ceaiamtieii  he  had  givea  hiah  were  both  alike 
aalealated  te  iikha  the  brcaeh,  whieh  bjr  theea awaat 
he  had  eipeeted  te  heal.  Lather  relaraed  la  Wit» 
leaberg,  aad  proceeded  ia  the  eiereiee  af  hieeaveral 
ealliagtlothat  eity  aad  aaivertilj ;  bat  hit  imd  wat 
Jhr  freai  bdag  at  rett— he  weU  kaew  that  wradi  vat 
apoa  hipi  fraai  Baaie,  and  that  a  rariety  of  i 
weaid  bskHed  la  liriag  deaa  papal  veageanee  i 
head.  Bottkaeaata  iawhieh  he  wat 
the  Ciod  he  terred,  gare  kni  gtaoad  lor  OiaMtaer.  Tka 
battle  wae  aet  hit,  hot  hit  IHviae  Matter^t.  The  mmi 
eeaviaeiog  preeCi  ef  thit,  he  had  ia  the tappart  keal^ 
atady  kad  reeeited  freai  tke  teriptare  tettitMay,  wkiak 
kit  eoemiet  were  aot  able  to  gaiatay^  aad  alto  A^«  tke 
IhatkAil  kiadattt  af  kit  priaee,  aad  kit  riear-gOMraL 
'l.'hepatnMge  aArded  Latker  ia  Ikeftnaavt  af  Fra^ 
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erieyeeitiiiMted  greatly  to  embamits  the  opemtioM  of 
tt»  po^  ogtMsi  tk%  refemer.  The  fH^nisiiip  of  tiM 
tiesltr  WM  of  ¥AOt  importUMe  to  tho  popftoj^  b«t  to 
pioioei  ^mfdf  rMoaoo  sgaimt  Lolfcer  w«o  to  aHonate^ 
•r  it  lesMlo  mk,  tfco  good-wM  of  Fredorie.  it  woo 
dMfifcrotlMOflil  eipedimtby  tlio  pope  to  adopt  loek 
MMM,  in  oppNNrtlioii  to  tlie  rdTonner,  oo  migfit  not  proro 
topliiiiiiig  to  the  roHag  power.  Tiie  demtli  of  MeximU 
lkai,tlie  empereryla  iOiO,  added  eoneideralily  to  LotlM« 
laa  pattoaaj^e  |  Ibr  dariag  the  loiefregauia  ;  Frederlo 
««f  Tiear  of  the  oaqfire^ 

The  iOeoad  attempt  agaiatt  the  heretleal  pra^ity  of 
halherwee  eeadaeted  -hy  Crarlm  Miititz,  a  Baxoii 
kaight.  The  geatle  aad  heaign  maaoera  of  this  new  pa- 
pal Ugale  leadered  blia  every  %ray  eoHed  to  the  eaters 
priie;  aad  his  being  a  tayoiae  alto  added  to  hit  qaall^ 
leatioae,  as  he  waa  not  so  likely  to  be  inflaeoeed  by  those 
prejadiees  peealiar  to  the  derieal  partisans.  His  mis* 
liea  to  Luther  «rae  prefaeed  with  the  ooldbic  oonss- 
•1ATB9  iraaa,  presented  by  him,  ftoai  the  pope^  to  th# 
eleetor  Vreder*e>  as  a  mark  of  poat^eal  faroor,  whiehi 
it  is  said,  Frederiehad  formerly  soKetted  from  his  hell* 
BOM  I  bat)  OB  thie  oeeasien,  he  reaeired  it  with  great  in« 
dMbpeaeey  aad  natataiaed  his  strong  attachmem  to  the 
refetmer^  MUtitx,  however,  proeee^d  to  eiceato  hie 
fssbaasy ;  and  haring  in  hia  jouraey  throogh  t^maay 
heard  aiaoh  of  the  vieeand  fraads  of  Tetael,  he  repaired 
taLeipeief  wheae  that  traflkker  was  in  high  eaqiloy ,  aai 
boldly  reproved  him  lor  his  base  aad  seaadaloiis  eo»* 
daei^  a  atop  most  eertmily  well  eoatrtred,  aad  ae  well 
cae^ted^by  whieh  reeoaeiliatieii  with  Lather  and  hie 
Meads  waa  Khely  to  befiieilitated. 

The  Saaaa  height^  ia  hie  copfcrcaee  with  the  reform^ 
«ade|iM  apluvery  diflbrmit  fiwaathat  parsaedhy  Ct^ 
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lltkite  ttfAix*  ths  8«l#B»t  of  Im  \ 
pmjh^  the  hif^t  ••mplimeali  ia  ths  talttstt  mA  Mb- 
MM  •# Lsther,  wbm  be  ktedi J  mviiod  to  Mp  witk  hia  I 
the  ooarofMitiMi  ftt tiMo  w«i  eadhotod  tttOMkmsM* 
aor  M  ■cwno*  to  bM  idr Hmt  m  mho— oHortwi,  Afior 
oiTorol  moetiogt,  it  woi  ogrooi  bolwooB  tiM»e  two  is* 
portoBt  poMMgoo,  thot  tbo  OMittor  obovM  bo  rolbiwd 
10  a  OotrnoB  diot,  mi  tfa«t,  in  tbo  «MOa  inM,£ri«tber 
ibo«M  wrtto  A  ooBoiliototj  Mi4  oobaisiiiro  letter  to  Ibe 
pops.  Tbif  letter,  iojrf  o  eotboiio  writer,  ^  woo  rubv 
d«U  then  limnMe,"  Ibr  in  it  ho  giwo  not  up  one  ioloof 
Ibe  gnmi  point  for  wUeb  ho  woe  oalM  in  qneolioii^ 
however,  bad  tbo  pope  been  amanof  real  pmdeBee,aai 
oijoHied  olltnoe  «po«  Lather*!  advertarioi,  agreeably 
to  tbo  rtfenoor^  proposal,  the  natter  aright  have  ter^ 
■ihiated  hen  :  bat  the  Aivino  Will  hai  ordaiaod  a  ««* 
foreac  laMo* 

TroiB  henee  it  it  evMent,  that  the  riowe  of  Lather  «a 
the  tabioot  of  rrfomatioa  were  eseeedingiy  partial  ud 
oiteaBiMribed.  The  renoral  of  that  groie  abate  of 
Aareb  atttbority,t^fafe  of  jfHM^;«aeM,  together  with 
the  tilenee  of  hh  enemteo,  woold  have  restored  him  to 
the  poaeeable  obedienee  of  a  datifol  too.  Tetsel,  the 
oWef  oaase  of  all  the  ropture,li»  speedily  taw  rodaoed  to 
otteaeo  bj  the poworAil  mandate  of  thehing  of  terrori^ 
Tbio  nnbaplij  man,  ttaag  by  the  reproof  of  Miltf  te,  vat 
ohondified '  by  bit  fHeadt,  Ml  a  Tiettai  to  ditappotat^ 
neat  and  detpair,  and  toon  ended  hit  wretebod  days,  to 
nrin  rooB  Ibr  vioro  powerfnl  aad  ntspeotable  eoailat* 
ante  to' enter  tbo  liett  with  the  re^nwier.  «  Lvither  wii 
to  afceted  by  the  agoniot  of  detpair  ander  wbieh  Tetill 
loboared,  that  he  wrote  hiai  a  pathetieletter  of  ooatolfr' 
tioa,  wbieh,  however,  prodaeed  no  olfcot*^  Tetxd  died 
at  a  itol  dkdk    A  painting  of  fain  was  lo^g  preterved 
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in    the  el»«reh  mt  Ptmia,  repnsteiitiiig  him  tlttiiig  on  an 
•••9  ftnd  sdling  inclnlgcnect. 

WbifeliiltHs,  thepope^B  naneio,  wm  moitwpriHfently 

ad^Mtling  maters  ^h  our  beroie  Martin,  a  most  fortoat 

mmd  tM-tioied  dbpvte  broke  oat  between  Eckias  ami  Car- 

iMladf ,  an  tlui  labjcet  of  vmxx  will.    Tlie  former  of 

(beae  dKipataalt  are  nelieed  at  an  opponent  of  Lather,  at 

tke  eaanDcaeenieat  of  the  affray  of  Teteel;  before  the. 

beMkiag  oat  of  these  eaatests  he  had  been  the  Aiend  and 

a<i»frrr  af  the  Wittenberg  professors  but  beiag  a  manaf 

UdMS  warld,  he  ehase  rather  to  break  with  brother  Mar* 

tin  CImui  with  fluher  Lea  $  and  sa  be  became  at  length  the 

s^ffij  aad  the  persaeaiar  of  the  refbrmer.    The  latter 

af  iheaei  Carlastadt,  was  both  a  dheiple  aad  a  colleagaa 

af  Linihet^  and  a  6m  friend  to  the  glorlaas  eaase  of  re* 

ibeiaatien*   A  pitebed  battle  waa  reiolved  open  by  thesa 

tww  tbcalagieal  heroes ;  the  ani?ersi(j,  and  a  spieadid 

ag<itary  attaaded,  to  aitnen  the  deeiston^    In  this  ean* 

tally  Lather  was  prohibited  fraoi  taking  any  part  $  ha 

waa  allowed  by  George^  Mke  af  Saxaay,  to  be  preseat 

$0  %  epeetator,  apan  eondilion  that  he  woald  bold  bis 

paaae^    In  this  dispatatian  Carlastadt  aiaaiftsted  great 

aUlfty  and  argaaMalf  bat  Bektae  wws  the  nan  af  elo- 

,  and  wkh  this  weapoa  he  maeh  worsted  his  an* 

It.    Eekias,-  fashed  with  |iiee«Ppoted  soeeesv^ 

eiiallaiigyid  the  ehief  eaptain,  Lalheri  and  made  use  of 

kia  iaflaeaae  aith  dake  George  to  obtain  the  grant  Ibe 

Iheaanleat. 

la  tMs  seeaod  dispate,  the  ground  of  the  argameat 
waa  esdarged^  and  the  daetriae  of  indalgenees  was  taken 
ak  This  waa  a  kind  mi  trap  desigaed  byXekias  ia 
wiaab  la  take  the  raiWrmer,  and  apon  wbieh  he  plaeed 
bia  gfaatasl  eonidenee  of  saeeess.  Bnt  Lather  was  aot 
I  bj  sarpeisa  f  the  spirit  of  wisdom  and  the  spirit  off 
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trath  were  tvffieteDt  to  reinlcr  hioi  dMiitleM  mmd 
To  denj  tbe  doctrine  of  iodalgeaeet,  alto^tfaer,  loitlitf 
foret aw  was  to  ostuine  ibe  mott  heretieal  groimd :  it 
WM  therefore  hit  wiMiom  U  press  his  advermarj  to  de- 
fiae  bis  ow«  views  of  the  principle,  whicfi  he  iMist  eflfee- 
tuallj  aceomplifihed,  by  a  confession  in  these  words : 
«<  Oa  the  one  hand,  they  ought  not  to  be  eondewiaed ; 
and,  on  the  other, they  auglU  noit0be  entirtly r^isd m. 
This  statement  nearly  approaehed  Luther's  own  sestt- 
sienta  concerning  them,  and  went  nkost  eonpletely  to  de- 
stroy the  sale  of  tliem,  because  they  were  noi  fnUreiyte  k 
veiled  oft«  This  concession  of  Eekios,  and  the  rdort 
of  Luther,  ruined  the  cause  of  the  papal  champion,  and 
exposed  him  to  the  laugh  of  his  sagaeions  antagonist 

The  divine  right,  supremaey,  and  tnlalUbilily  of  tfco 
popes,  purgatory,  kt.  during  these  debates,  alsft  passed 
i»  review;  but  in  all  these  controversies  Eekins  found 
in  Luther  more  than  his  match,  and  was  under  the  be- 
oessity  of  retiring  itom  the  field,  shorn  of  all  thai  glory, 
of  which  he  boasted  in  the  contest  with  Carlostadt 

Those  disputes  ended  not  in  the  eoUeges  wherein  they 
were  agitated.  The  witnesses,  who,  for  the  ttme,  were 
only  spectators,  became,  at  length,  partisans  and  dispu- 
tants :  among  these  was  the  afterwards  famous  Msuuic- 
THOM,  at  this  lime  prefesior  of  Greek  in  the  unirersHy 
of  Wittenberg,  a  man  renowned  for  his  erudition,  ele- 
gant taste,  and  love  of  truth.  This  great  man  was  the 
decided  friend  of  Luther  and  of  the  reformation,^  though 
his  yielding  temper,  his  love  of.^oaee,  4ad  some  «doei- 
tional  prejudieeo^  respecting  ehnreh  anity^  led  kini  some* 
times  into  eeneessiono  tti|urioos  to  the  eanse  which  he 
defooded.  Naturally  of  a  timorous  qmit,  he  dreadrf 
the  eonse^neaees  of  a  division  $  but  in  an  hoar  of  danger 
•Oman  looked  death  aa  the  fooe  with  greater  intr^id^ 
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.  iy.    He  was  a  ebaracter  more  toited  to  the  peaeeablo 
stato  of  Iho  cboreb,  than  to  bottle  and  eontend  in  tbo 
'  daji  of  difleoJty  and  turbolenee." 

yf\k\\^  these  tbhigs  were  going  on  in  Germany,  God 
,  iru  bringing  forward  the  glorious  wotk  in  Switzerland, 
h  ZinvoLiuSf  a  eanon  of  Zurich,  had,  even  before  Lu* 
,  tber's  raptore  with  the  Roman  ehureh,  ventured  to  point 
oot  some  of  the  reigning  abominations  of  that  estab* 
lishmeat.    In    ifflO,  be  resisted  the  sale  of  indulgencet 
in  Switzerland   in  a  way  similar  to  what.  Luther  bad 
done  in  Germany,  which  laid  the  foundation  for  that 
noUe  sopertlructore  of  go^tpel  liberty,  whieh  afterwards 
adorned  the  eantons  of  the  Helvetie  republie     These 
several  great  men,  espousing  the  eau«e  of  reformation, 
profed  a  great  annoyance  to  the  popedom,  and  rendered 
considerable  eneouragement  to  all  who*  wished  to  see  % 
pnrer  church   established  in  the  world.    Under  these 
eircimttanees  the  pontiff  was  reduced  to  a  great  strait. 
To  suffer  these  heresiareho  to  proceed  without  opposi* 
(ion,  was  to  abandon  the  interest  of  St.  Peter.    To  em- 
ploy coerei?e  measures  against  them,  only  tended  to 
reader  their  eanoe  more  popular,  and  to  raise  them  np 
friends.    And  to  argue  the  ease  by  an  appeal  to  faithful 
dosuMcntft,  and  in  open  disputation,  was  still  more  to  be 
feared,  as  the  ease  of  Cajetan  and  Miltitz  had  fully  de- 
monstrated.    But  as  the  pope  had  no  longer  patience  to 
bear  with  oueh  daring  innovators,  nor  any  tolerable  ar- 
gnnents  with  whieh  to  eonvinee  them,  there  remained 
but  one  step  to  be  taken,  and  therefore  Tioleat  measnree 
were  resolved  npon. 

Jfckins^  upon  his  defeat  in  the  dispnte  with  Luther^ 
immediately  repaired  to  Rome,  in  order  to  lay  before 
the  pope  the  absolute  necessity  of  papal  vengeanoe  being 
emfdoyed  against  the  iMorrigAle  r^rmor.    la  tbeao 
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eatrealiet,  the  DominieaDs,  aaiMg  wIimi  was  i  '^tea, 
were  ready  eaoagk  to  join,  aad  Leo  was  preratied  vpee 
to  istoe  out  a  bull,  I5lh  Jane,  1520,  agaiatt  Lather,  ia 
which  hit  heresies  were  soIcbidIj  eoadeamed,  hia  writ- 
lags  ordered  to  he  burnt,  aad  he  on  paia  of  exeoasasliai- 
eation,  summoned  to  retract  his  errors,  aad  withia  sixlj 
dajs,  to  east  himself  upon  the  sovereiga  merej  af  the 
Roman  eaart. 

The  eontro^ersies  in  which  Luther  had  been  so  per- 
petual I  j  engaged,  had  rendered  on  his  part  great  real- 
iog  and  examination  necessarj ;  by  these  meaws  light 
had  gained  much  upon  his  mind.  While  preparing  forthe 
eontest  with  Eekius,  he  writes  to  his  friend,  SpaJatiaas, 
thus :  <<That  I  may  be  the  better  qualified  for  the  easa* 
iog  debate,  I  am  turning  over  the  decretals  of  the  popes; 
and  I  would  whisper  into  your  ear  that  I  begin  to  enter- 
tain doubts  whether  the  Roman  pontiffs  be  not  the  very 
antichrist."  Under  such  an  impression  as  this,  Luther 
could  be  at  no  lo«s  what  step  to  take  upoa  reeeiviag  the 
pope's  bull.  Aeeordingly,  before  the  expiralloB  of  the 
sixty  days,  he  assembled  a  vast  concourse  of  people,  of 
all  ranks,  without  the  walls  of  the  city,  uid  kindling  a 
fire,  he,  by  the  hand  of  the  common  hangman,  coaunitted 
to  the  flames,  in  the  presence  of  the  populace,  the  papcH 
bull,  with  the  sacerdotal  canons  aad  decretals,  renounc- 
ing, at  the  same  time,  his  obedience  to  the  laws  of  Rome 
and  her  poirtiffs.  Here  it  mu&t  be  observed,  that  oar  re- 
former instituted  a  di<»tinction  between  the  court  of 
Romef  and  fAe  catholic  church;  for,  w^ile. he  solemnly 
renounced  the  authority  of  the  furmer,  he  retained  his 
obedience  to  the  latter,  and  therefore  appealed  toa|<ea- 
eral  council,  the  supremacy  of  which  had  been  maoi  ab- 
soluttly  asserted,  both  at  Constance  and  at  Basil. 
.    At  the  expiration  of  the  sixty  days^  a  second  bull  curne 
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bMowi^f  ftvin  the  TfttievBy  end  pnmoniieei  Lather  % 
^MiHiiMeherHfe;  botthis  e«me  tMlate  toeut  him  off 
ftnm  (be  pepal  Ikmily;  all  the  prhrileges  of  this  houee 
he  had  sefeanily  renottnced  as  hit  own  aet  and  deefly 
and  therefore  this  latter  hM  wae  a  creature  peffeetly 
hanttlesty  aad  as  tueh,  it  was  treated  by  our  intrepid  ro- 
fomer. 


CBAPTSR  IV. 

The  Diet  of  Wgrms-^-^idher  conceded  at  Wartenherg^m 
CarlostaJt  carries  on  the  RefonMiion-^Luiher  re* 
tuvM'^iB  aitacked  by  Henry  VIII^^^Makes  a  $firiUi 
Defence. 

'  Trb  death  of  MaxrmiHan  mude  way  for  the  aseeosion 
^  ^Charies,  king  of  Spain,  the  fifth  emperor  of  that  name 
lb  the  Oermanie  govemnient.  This  prinee  was  under 
great  ebligations  to  Frederie,  the  friend  of  Lather,  for 
iAe  Saion  interest,  whieh  wasrerj  powerfallj  employ- 
i:  W  en  the  behalf  of  Charles,  who  otherwise  had  doubt- 
failed  in  liis  imperial  speeulation.  This  eireum* 
JTanee  eontributed  to  strengthen  the  eaose  of  referma- 
s,  and  proved  a  eheek  upon  its  adversaries.  The 
pe,  on  the  aee e^ion  of  the  new  emperor,  reminded 
I  of  liis  oblif^ations  to  sopport  the  eatholie  interest 
Ickjkainst  innoiators  and  heretics,  and  insinuated  that  ha 
If -Jast,  as  a  datiM  son,  bring  the  professor  of  Wittenberg 
ikii  eondign  punishment.  Charles  and  Frederic  were 
bedikh  professed  catholics ;  they  were,  therefore,  bound 
(M  do  something,  or  at  least  to  appear  so  1o  do,  in 
oflijj^rt  of  the  papal  eause.    The  ease  of  Luther  fell 
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Bsder  the  fpgBisaaee  uf  %  Gernaa  tribunal ;  at  mms  bettM 
rvalTcd  that  lie  sImsM  be  eited  to  eppetu*  before  %  diet 
at  WoffMSy  te  be  aibeMbM  for  iaipertaat  parpoeee. 
Tbeee  dieti  were  eompoeed  of  offieere,  both  regal  aad  ta- 
aardotaly  aad  the  objeet  of  then  wai  to  eoottder  all  mm* 
m^miimtB  oaies  m  the  ehoreh  at  well  as  in  the  state. 

The  flriendo  of  Lather,  opoa  his  reeeirieg  the  miib- 
Moao,  MLpreeeed  their  fears  lest  his  eaemies  should  avail 
theaselves  of  his  fcftitade,  and  proeeed  to  violent  nea- 
eareoy  as  in  the  eases  of  Hnss  and  Jerome.  Bat  Lather 
was  not  to  be  intinudatod  $  and  having  obtained  the 
evporor's  safe  eondaet»  he  sileneed  all  the  objeetions  of 
kis  trembling  fiiends,  bj  saying,  with  his  ntoal  intrepid- 
itj,  that,  <<  if  he  met  as  many  devils  at  Worms  as  there 
were  tiles  npon  the  honses,  thej  shonM  not  deter  him 
from  hb  pnrpose.^ 

fa  the  year  lasi,  the  diet  assembled,  and  it  were  dift* 
cnh  to  say  ia  whieh  the  reformer  ezeelled  most,  whether 
in  the  eommaad  he  maintained  over  hl^nataral  temper, 
or  in  the  noble  resokilion  he  preserved  to  abide  by  the 
faith  for  whieh  he  was  oalled  in  ^oestioo.  Two  oever' 
al  days  be  pleaded  his  eanse  $  bat  no  advantage  eoald 
Us  enemies  gain  over  him,  either  by  their  arts,  or  by 
their  argnments.  The  emperor  Charles,  rather  oat  of 
eomplimoBt  to  the  pope,  after  having  used  entreaties  in 
vain,  threatened  him  with  all  the  wrath  of  Rome;  and  of 
the  empire,  to  whieh  the  nndaonled  advoeate  of  troth 
loMly,  but  with  besoming  eoolness  and  respeet,  replied, 
that  ^  whenever  bis  opinions  were  proved  erroneoos  ham 
the  word  of  God,  and  his  eondaet  or iminal  against  Christ, 
or  his  ehoreh,  he  weald  fmk  nothing  more  to  testify  the 
deepest  hnmtliation ;  bat,  till  then,  no  man  had  a  right 
to  eeasare  or  eondemn  him."  Luther  was  permitted  ts 
depart  upon  the  hononr  of  the  emperer^s  safe  eondnet : 
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hat  be  wMcoBdenHied  by  the  luffrage  of  tk«  diet  M  an 
obfttijwte  heretie,  iritb  all  wbo  aboald  ibire  to  sapport  o» 
eoAoeal  him. 

The  eleotor,  Frederie,  foreseeing  the  destroetioa  into 
whieb  he  mutt  almoet  inevitably  haTO  fkllen,  eontrt?ed 
a  plan  hr  bit  deliveraae e»  wbieb  plan  was  exeeuted  bj 
aone  troitj  aervanlt  belonging  to  the  eleetor,  who 
nuuked  and  armed,  eontrived  to  way4ay  him  on  hie  re- 
torn  from  Worma;  by  ihete  he  was  arreeted  and  earried 
off  immediately  to  the  eattle  of  Wartenberg,  fvhere  ho 
fvae  eoneealed  for  ten  monlka.  The  endden  disappear- 
anee  of  Luther,  awakened  the  strongest  sospkioos  in  the 
mindo  of  bis  ftiends,  that  he  was  either  exiled  or  mnr- 
deredyby  the  papal  advoeates,  whioh  eirenmstanee  rath* 
er  emboldened  than  disheartened  the  abettors  of  reform* 
alion^  while  it  eontribnted  greatly  to  the  reproaeh  of  the 
eatholie  eause.  During  the  retreat  of  this  great  man,  the 
prinoiples>f  reformation  were  favonred  with  anopportu- 
nitj  of  exhibiting  their  natire  eharaeter  as  the  offspring 
of  Imlh,  not  of  Luther  $  and  the  advanee  of  the  glortooa 
eanoo  was  not  at  all  retarded,  notwithstanding  the  loss  of 
its  chief  eaptain.  Nor  was  Luther  himself  inaetiTe  $  hi» 
time  was  employed  in  translating  the  New  Testament 
into  the  German  language  i  and  in*  writing  letters  of  in* 
otrootioo  sted  eonsolation  to  his  most  eonidential  friends. 
The  time  thus  spent  within  the  eastle  of  Wartenborg  wan 
far  from  being  lost.  Some  of  the  asost  preeioos  and  im* 
portsmt  materials  afterward  used  in  the  fabrie  of  refor- 
msUioii.  were  eollceted  and  prepared  in  tliis  Patmoe,  an 
Lntber  oonaUy  denominated  the  plaeo  of  his  exilement* 

While  Lother  was  thus  oot  of  sight,  Cartootadt  look 
the  lend,  and  throngh  his  example,  a  Tioleirt  nitaek  weo 
mmde  npon  the  worship  of  images,  and  the  idolatrono 
Thb  diseiple  and  eolleagoe  of  Luther  had  a^p 
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▼Aneed  4kr  beyond  hit  natter  ia  imm  p#Hit«»  eopodaUf 
IB  that  relating  to  the  real  preeeace  m  the  eoeharUt,  aad 
hit  lentimentf  on  this  lubjeet  were  dooblleM  a|MHi- 
daotly  mere  leriptoral  than  these  BMuntaiaedl  bj  La- 
ther. Bot  the  way  is  whieh  (3arloeta4t  preeeeded  to 
destroy  the  gross  system  of  imi^ry  was  deeaied  by  ma- 
ny impmdeat  aad  radi.  Luther  himself  alaramd  at  the 
tiimalt  these  measiires  bad  oeoasioaed,  left  his  hldiag* 
plaee,  aad  agaia  app^^red  at  the  bead  vi  the  aMo  ar- 
my of  reformers. 

Lather,  dariag  hts  retreaii  had  beea  eharged  wkh 
jealousy,  mi  the  siagolar  eourage  aad  saeoeos  ofCar- 
lo«tadt,  aad  therefore,  it  was  said,  fearing  ho  shoaM 
be  supplanted,  run  all  risks,  aad  boldly  appeared 
again  in  the  same  eirde  wherein  he  had  b^fin^e  gaiaed 
so  great  a  name.  Lather  was  a  ssan  of  Kkt  pasoioas, 
and  most  eertainly  soseeptiUe  of  snob  impftssions  $  hot 
be  that  as  it  may,  bis  return  to  his  fbrmor  woi^  may  be 
aeeoonted  for  upon  prineiples  Isr  more  eongenially  with 
the  eaose  he  serred. 

The  translation  and  publication  of  the  Oennan  Bible. 
Luther  foresaw  would  be  produetive  of  Uie  most  impor- 
tant results*  To  this  point,  therelbfe,  he  bent  Us  foiree, 
and  calling  ib  the  aid  of  some  learned  men,  he  was 
enabled  in  a  short  time  to  eirenlate  those  Mered  books, 
the  testimony  of  whieh,  tended  beyond  ofory  thing  else, 
te  lay  opea  the  errors  of  the  Roman  ehureh,  and  to  es- 
tablish and  eitend  the  grand  prineiples  of  rrfonaation. 
The  works  of  Xuther  were  spread  tbrongh  Oeramny 
with  the  greatest  rapidity,  and  ftJliag  into  the  haada  of 
All  classes,  they  speedily  passed  the  boaadariM  s^  the 
empire,  and  were  read  with  aridity  and  satisfaetiem  in 
all  those  countries  where  the  seed  of  (he  tdngioia  liad 
been  preserrod,  or  where  the  Hgfat  of  rsformntioa  had 
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wmiekti*  Tho  hfpj  rfbett  of  these  meeiaret  were 
eee%  aeioaly  ueag  tke  Udkjf  bot  maoy  ef  the  ekrgy 
wcve  awmkeaed  le  a  eeaseaf  tlie  iaiportaat  datiet  of  iko 
•aaredl  oflka;  thay  Toatared  fbrth  tr^m  their  eoareattt 
refcaed  ta  ferfcrai  (be  uptrotitioat  aiats,  allured  tbe 
iafaaiaae  iaipaiitiea  of  eelihaej,  aad  beeamo  the  adva- 
aalce  aad  the  ateertert  of  the  great  tratht  of  Chriitiaai- 
Cj.  la  Saxaa J,  theea  eflbeti  predoaioated  etpeeiallf^ 
tfafaagh  the  exaaiple  of  the  ohief  leader,  who  himeelf 
catered  iato  the  state  of  holy  matrimoayf  aad  ia  aiaay 
other  iastaaees  boldly  departed^  firom  the  eorrnptprae- 
tiaes  aad  asages  of  the  eatholie  abomiaatioa. 

Fraai  the  days  of  Wiekliff,  the  priaeiples  of  reforma* 
Imhi  ia  Englaad,  had  been  gradually  upon  the  increase. 
To  the  ODConrap^aMBt  of  tbese,  the  writings  of  Luther 
§rcally  eastrlbalod;  aor  oaaU  thestroag  arm  of  powev, 
aided  by  aU  the  sabtiUy  of  the  priesthood,  keep  under 
Iha  rising  spiril  of  aa  eaUghteaed  people.  Many  were 
tha  wrkers  that  eatered  tha  lists  against  Luther ;  among^ 
these  was  Henry  the  Eighth  of  England,  who,  <'  in  the 
abandaaoe  of  his  zeal,"  attempted  a  Wfutationof  the 
(Baxoa  a^ak,  and  a  defcnee  of  the  Soman  eatholie  fkith. 
A  eopy  of  this  royal  perlbrmanee  was  presented  with 
groat  eereosoay  to  Leo,  who  aot  only  |p*aeioasly  fpeeeii^ 
•d  this  proof  of  the  BHioareh's  orthodoxy,  but  returned 
liiah  aa  a  aNU'k  of  the  highest  fkyoar,  the  golden  conse- 
crated  rosf,  and  the  new  eatra-ereated  diploma  of  oa* 
vaaoaR  ot  tbk  faith.  , 

la  the  eye  of  the  worlds  this  kingly  production  ap« 
peared  spleadid,  and  the  papal  party  considered  it  as  » 
Boble,  saared,  aad  seeare.  defence  of  the  rights  of  tha 
iMly  ehareh.  Bat  ia  the  estimatton  of  Luther,  it  da-^ 
rived  aothiag  flroai  the  royal  splendour  with  which  it 
attasded.    He  replied  to  it  in  (he  same  way  as  iT 
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ito  Mthf  hU  bmm  hn  Hdlow  Mwriu    Aal  liMiBg  Iht 

■aetmyi  MperiljMrf  Mil— ipt»  iiilTJ^g  ttati 
Uoy»r»y  — yoftt  wi  Aiete  a  fciay  niro  IImmi  t 

wmd  MW>tMtdi  lin  iiairai  to  ths  iftitm  %t 
B«t  edi  kM  (U  bMMfU  •r  all  MM  m  hit  Imui^  lad  tm 
a  H0ary,lft«  i^mdet^  tk$  p$pUkfiMh  •b*H  tecMit 
Ike  Mpporter  of  thai  very  tante  a^piati  ivUeh  ha  eetv 
•e  eereiely  iaveiglia» 


CnAPTER  V. 

/erwgra    Mknizer  md  BtBfk Itealfc  ^    F^JerU 

mud  oeeeteian  gfJi^m-^lMthertrnkm  rnktUiahtd^Bki 
-  e^  iSjp  iiae    J^j  uliitf    if]j|i^  r eua  a^  ihB  Ji^eriaaf  ian   'Jt^ 
CMvia. 

Thb  priaeiplee  of  ibe  refaraialian,  baMlj  aioertci 
aii4  acaleady  auuauiaei  by  tat k  a^a  ae  Latker,  Ma^ 
lasetkea,  CariaeU4lt  kad^  Ikk  tiae  awakeaed  tkaa«« 
leatioB  of  all  Karepe.  Mea  of  Ike  irtt  ekaraaler,  mi 
of  Ike  firil  laleal,  were  eagaged  ia  Ike  migkly  datpale^ 
^  kalAaaie  ileaklel.''  It  irae  diftsall  at  dnne  lo  tay  oe 
Wkiek  tide  tke  vielery  was  likely  to  ke  awarded.  Tke 
refera^n  kad  in  tkeir  faTour  tmlk  aad  rif^eaaiatii  $ 
kal  power  and  arallitade  deelared  ftir  Ike  oM  eeiaklbk- 
amit  Under  Ikeee  eireanifUnoee  eoaia  graal  mm 
Ikoai^il  pmdent  to  reaiaia  nadeoided^  aad  taaofe 
wkk  eaalion.  Ia  Ikk  olaie  af  eaipeatc  wa  iad  JBaAi • 
ia«i»  a  maa  wko  kod»  kefceatke  maaf  Latkar,  delnrer^ 
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#Mi»  ttatimekta  ttry  mOiIj  «gftm§t  tlie  Moikftli  men' 
4kMil  T4»ti>  But,  •(^n  the  afypefenmee  of  tlie  beM 
^wftmr  «f  Witteithtrg,  lie  began  le  hetiMe  wheiher 
htfi  tm^  set  iftYvive  Mmself  ki  tlie  siii  ef  hefecj,  and 
llMiwbjr  eapeee  liuneelf  le  the  A«wm  ef  his  hely  melhef) 
nheie  kaeee  he  had  heea  dlaMlMy  and  wheie  ea« 

Im  haid  krgely  ehareil.  Braeaiuf  was  t  omui  of 
gnat  karaittgy  of  aaMile  aHattere^  and  ef  a  keen  and 
penetrating  nind  ;  thie  rendered  him  an  objeet  greatly 
to  be  deeired  bj  both  partiet.  His  riews  in  the  leading 
points  of  religien  were  net  very  ditstmilar  to  these  of 
the  refermere,  and  the  great  eorraptiene  and  abuses  of 
the  Roman  ehnreh  had  not  esmped  his  severe  eensare. 
Impressed  with  the  hope  of  his  beeoming  the  advoeate 
of  retermatton,  Lniher  and  his  eolleagues  warmly  ad* 
dioesed  him  on  the  enkjeet  |  bet  he  warily  avoided  a  do* 
eidei  reply,  and  ehose  to  remain  on  the  gronnd  of  nen- 
tmlky.  '«  Thnsy  feared  by  both  parties,  eordiaUy  loved 
%f  mldier,  enspeeted  by  all,  he  obuined  not  the  ftivonr 
of  Rome,  bnt  was  left  to  languish  in  indigenee;  and  he 
shared  none  of  the  glory  ef  reformation,  by  meanly 
shi inline  ftrevn  the  eroee.''  Indeed,  soeh  was  the  pasll- 
hnshntty  of  this  great  man,  Ibat  he  at  length  tnmed 
#gaiaet  thoee  holy  men,  who  had  awakened  the  wrath  ef 
pofml  aolhMfty,  lest  he  shoald  be  iavolted  in  the  Hsieg 
povaoontaoo. 

TMo  year,  a.  d.  iM9,  finished  the  pentifieate  of  the 
fhMons  IjOO,  and  introdneed  the  mild,  the  eandid,  thA 
viftwone  Adrian  to  the  pepal  chair.  This  pope  had 
been  preeeptor  to  Charles,  and  it  was  through  the  in* 
Iwsmee  of  hie  imperial  pnpil,  that  he  obtained  the  holy 
dfgsity.  Bat  Adrian  wns  ill  qualified,  and  perhaps  ae 
Httlo  diepesed,  lo  pvrsnc  the  isMh  and  Imprudent  mea- 

dkvieed  by  hie  predeeeseor  ABoinet  Lather.    At 
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Ihe  dtet  of  Nartmberg  be  a^pearal  bjr  lilt  legate,  «ri 
deaianded  the  eveenttMi  of  the  eentenee  preawnieod  ok 
Worms  agfttntt  the  refermer  htretie*  But  hit  lioini 
wu  mmde  with  great  eautiooy  Aiid  he  Kvod  W9k  t»  tee 
the  rettilt  of  the  applieetto*.  He  died  Uw  yecr  «fbr 
hit  elevation,  and  wm  MoeeefM  bj  Cleieat  tlioSeffmh, 
a  man  of  a  very  dM^rent  eharaeter,  bj  whwn  the  legato 
of  Adrian  was  reealled  ft'om  the  diet  of  NvrMHherg,  ami 
Cardinal  Campegto  ttnt  thither  in  hte  stead.  Thia 
legate  was  a  man  of  fhrioos  temper,  and  Ihe  HMot  im- 
plaealile  enemy  of  Lother  and  of  the  relbrmaAioBk  Own- 
pegio  reiterated  the  denMnd  of  his  predeeesom*  in  the 
diet,  and  violently  Insisted  that  the  deeiaioo  of  Worma 
against  Lather  shodd  be  enforeed,  and  Ihal  witheat  do* 
lay.  The  prinees  discovered  great  relnetanee,  and,  m* 
stead  of  forwarding  sneh  measnres,  londly  eomplainsd 
of  the  eorroptioo  of  ehnreh-govemment,  and  nrged  Ihe 
eall  of  a  general  eoaneil,  in  order  that  all  these  eeeie 
siastieal  matters  might  he  legally  and  heneorahiy  •#• 
justed.  Thus  the  assembly  at  Naremberg  aeeomptiahed 
nothing  in  fkvoar  of  the  papal  eaose,  but  rather  aided 
the  work  of  reformation,  by  delaying  the  e«ee«ti«n  of 
the  sentenee  against  Lnffier,  and  teaving  M  matt«i«  as 
they  were,  till  a  general  eoaneil  should  he  eonvened. 
The  state  of  the  ehureh  at  this  time  was  aeeh,  Buit  & 
general  eouneil  was  as  mneh  to  be  dreaded  by  the  peo* 
tiff  as  were  the  reformers  themselves,  attd  tberofere  it 
would  argue  the  wisdom  of  Rome  to  shon  oneh  a  mea* 
sure,  lest,  eoming  to  the  light,  their  deeds  should  he 
exposed. 

Amidst  these  triumphs  of  the  reformatioa,  it  is  ] 
to  ttotiee  the  sad  disputes  whteh  were  agitated  i 
the  reformers  themselves,  by  whieh  the  grand  work  ' 
greatly  retarded,  and  thereby  we  find  thet  ^*  the  hest  af 
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I  are  but  nen  At  tba  beiit.^'  Luther,  tkough  he  rejected 
Um  lUMurd  popbh  doetrine  of  tran$ubai4mtudionj  never- 
llidete  aMBtaaiied  in  ki  iteftd,  one  lUtle  lete  erroaeeiu. 
Be  ftttertcd  tbet  the  bi^dj  of  ChrUt  was  reaUy  pre»eat 
w  the  eaeramieiilal  elemenUi  after  eoiueeratioD,  as  fire 
is  iroB  when  heated.  This  idea  has  beea  denominated 
mmmUmkudmUom*  CarUetadt  received  the  more  BimpW  , 
tad  sertptural  notion  that  the  bread  and  wine  wejie  onljF 
sigms  and  •ym6flb,  in  which  sentiment  he  was  ^ned  bgt 
ZniagliQe  atid  other  ableadvoeates  for  the  trnth.  Dii^ 
p«toe  on  tb^e  sabjeete  ended  not  in  the  conversion  of 
aither  partj,  and  the  obctinaey  of  Lather,  connected 
fpitb  hie  dietalorial  tempen,  leaves  a  stain  apon  his 
diaraotofv  espeeiaUy  as  he  refused  to  grant  that  to 
others,  which  he  himself  claimed,  even  at  the  haads  of 
Ihopopet.  TMe  di&rooee  in  sentiment  oee«sioned  a 
hreaoh  not  healed  to  this  daj :  yet  it  is  worthy  of  re* 
■Utfk  thai  the  relormers,  notwithstanding  their  disputee 
OB  theee  ealijeets,  agreed  to  propagate  and  maiatain  the 
grand  priaeipks  of  reform  $  nor  did  they  fail  to  see  tha 
fhnt  of  their  kboars  |  yet  had  tjieir  nnioA  been  less  in- 
terrapted  by  such  weak  and  worthless  eontroversiesi 
their  watem  bad  been  mnch  greater. 

To  these  iatestine  commotions  was  added,  by  the  com* 
■MB  peepic  J^ithottt,  a  horrid  tnmaltaoos  struggle,  a* 
amanting  almost  to  a  civil  war.  The  soecess  obtained 
hyAo  rdbrmers  over  spiritual  tyrants,  inspired  soma 
of  their  disciples,  among  the  peasantry,  with  a  desire  la 
shake  off  their  allegiance  to  their  oppressive  noblca 
and  magistrates.  Two  famow  malcontents,  Muntzxii 
wad  Stobe,  placed  themselves  at  the  head  of  these  irri* 
tatad  and  enthusiastic  people,  and  with  fire  aad  sword 
began  to  deal  death  and  destrnetion  throagh  the  empire. 
The  etvil  power  was  presently  braoght  to  cheek  the 
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progretf  of  tbete  intargenUy  and  the  death  of  their  rwg- 
leaders  appeased  the  furious  spirit;  hut  the  seet  eos* 
tinoed  to  exist,  and  bj  it,  their  leaders  were  eoniiilerel 
as  martyrs  to  the  eanse  of  truth  and  eqoit  j.  The  bUms 
af  this  irregular  proceeding  was  cast  upon  the  refonia- 
lion  ;  hut  to  wipe  off  the  slander,  Luther  remonstrated 
with  these  disaffected  people,  and  finding  his  argaineiti 
nnarailing,  ho  addressed  himself  to  the  princes  of  iht 
states^  urging  them  to  correct  the  evil  bj  force  of  armfc 
Whether  these  people  were  oppressed  bj  their  nobiev 
is  not  our  province  to  inquire ;  as  the  disciples  of  refor- 
mation principles,  thej  were  not  to  be  justified  in  oiiq 
soch  carnal  weapons,  and  carrying  forward  a  work  to 
inimical  to^  the  spirit  of  the  gospel  which  tbej  pro- 
fessed. 

The  death  of  the  elector  Fredbrio  tbb  wisb  took 
place  during  these  commotions,  a.  d.  tB26.    In  bis  ds- 
minions  he  was  succeeded  bj  his  brother  JoHir»  wbs 
also  stood  hj  the  cause  of  reformation.     The  ebaraeter 
of  Frederic  has  passed  in  review.    His  conduct  wsf 
always  that  of  a  wise  and  prudent  prinee.    He  uniforii- 
ly  favoured  Luther  and  his  cause,  though  he  carefully 
avoided  breaking  wholly  with  Rome.    John,  on  hb  ae* 
•essioui  proceeded  immediately   upon  much    stron^^r 
principles.     Convinced  that  the  reformation  wa9  asyi* 
tern  of  truth,  and  that   iU  spread  and  cstablisbDiest 
would  be  a  blessing  to  the  world,  he  ventured  to  e^poase 
it  most  openly,  by  not  only  receiving  the  abettors  of  it  od- 
der  his  protection,  but  also  by  taking  upon  himself  to  re* 
gttlate  all  ecclesiastical  matters  in  his  own  department 
of  government.  He  employed  Luther  and  Melanctboots 
draw  up  a  code  of  ecclesiastical  laws  for  the  forma- 
tion and  establishment  of  the  Saxon  church.    He  pro^ 
eeeded  to  remove  from  their  offices  all  those  clergy  ^^ 
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either  by  inmoraliCj  or  want  of  Ulent,  had  been  a 
liardefl  and  a  difgraee.to  the  holj  funetioD,  and  in  their 
stead  plaeed  men  of  an  opposite  stamp.  Several  of  tho 
neighbouring  states  followed  the  examplt  of  John ;  and 
thus  a  Lutheran  Church  first  obtained  a  complete 
establishment  through  a  considerable  part  of  the  Oer- 
■sanie  empire,  and  tho  authoritj  of  Rome  was  trampled 
in  the  dust. 

This  new  establishment,  founded  upon  the  wreck 
^  ao  great  a  part  of  the  catholic  church,  awakened  the 
•hmibering  powers  of  the  papacy,  and  of  those  princes 
ia  the  pontifical  interest.  Great  preparation  was  im- 
mediately made  for  war  upon  the  infant  Lutheran  cause, 
mod  on  the  other  hand  the  most  vigorous  measures  were 
•rrmnged  for  defence.  The  clash  of  arms  was  however 
aospended,  the  emperor  Charles  having  a  concern  in 
hand  of  much  greuter  moment  to  him,  than  a  settlement 
•f  matters  merely  ecclesiastical. 

In  order  fo  improve  this  season  of  peace,  a  diet,  was 
assembled  at  Spires,  in  the  year  1026,  in  which  Ferdi- 
mind,  the  brother  of  Charles,  presided.  In  this  assem- 
Uj9  as  in  former  ones  of  the  same  kind,  the  papal  emis* 
•aries  urged  the  execution  of  the  sentence  denounced  at 
Worms  against  the  persevering  reformer;  but  to  this 
request  the  princes  were  as  deaf  as  heretofore,  and  the 
diet  broke  up  with  an  unafiimous  resolution  that  every 
state  should  be  left  to  adopt  those  measures,  in  religion, 
jadged  best,  till  a  general  council  should  be  convened  to 
deeide  on  the  dinputed  subjects.  This  circumstance 
waa  tmly  jfavourable  to  the  cause  of  religious  liberty, 
ami  the  state  of  political  affairs  between  Charles  and 
the  pope,  eontribnted  greatly  to  strengthen  the  hands  of 
Lather  aad  his  associates. 

Bat  the  dispute  had  no  sooner  ended  between  Charles 
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aad  dcMest,  llmi  the  latter  oWlMtd  tke  prMiiM  «r 
mfpcm]  kelp  agaiMt  the  feed*  sf  krretj  n^nek 
kreakuig  in  vpoB  tfM  cbareli  firMB  ttll  ^Bftrterf.  Ai 
iwi  wu  eo«v»ke4  at  8pirM,  is  whieli  tiie  uHmvbC  d 
tke  e«ptr»r  ^aeeeeded  so  far  ai  to  revoko,  bj  a  wjorsii 
«f  Totca,  tlie  Mumtiiioiis  deeisioa  of  tlie  fomer  diet,  awi 
he  tebad  any  departure  flnoai  tlie  «atMie  Ikitk  aad  dit- 
eipline,  till  a  geaeral  eoaneil  sboald  be  aMeBbkd. 
Tbb  deeree  of  the  teeoad  diet  wai  pasted  aboat  tbree 
years  after  tbe  Ibraier,  aad,  as  nigbt  be  expeetod,  wai 
Yery  ill-rteeiTed  by  tke  eloetor  of  Saioay,  aad  otbcr 
Lotberaa  priaees.  They  eoae«Ted  that  a  rasohrtioa 
passed  tifMnitaioti«(|f  was  of  aiueb  greater  laree  thaa  sae 
passed  aflenrards  oaly  by  a  voLJorUy.  Aeoordiagly, 
tkey  entered  tbetr  protbst  agaiast  the  detree  oC  the 
emperor  and  his  majority,  .and  rasalred  la  matataia 
the  eeelesiastieal  eode  they  had  established.  Fro* 
tbe  eireumstaace  of  this  protest,  the  reformers  and 
their  eivil  supporters  were  afterwards  deaomiaated 
Pbotkstants. 

The  notifieation  of  tbb  protest  was  ill-reeeiTed  by  the 
emperor.  I'he  messei^rs,  by  hi%  orders,  were  immc* 
diately  arrasted,  and  detained  ia  eastody  far  aeveral 
days,  from  which  cireamstaaee  the  protestaat  priascs 
saw  it  was  high  time  for  them  to  be  oa  their  gaard.  k 
aolema  eonlMeraey  was  resolved  apon,  and  aeverti 
assemblies  were  eaHed  for  tbe  parpose  of  brii^gfag  it 
aboat;  bat  alas!  the  reformers  themselves  had  ast 
eome  to  a  mntaal  agreemeat  on  those  poiats  of  doetriae 
whieh  were  deemed  importaat  and  essential  to  the 
establishnMnt  of  the  grand  eaase.  Luther  and  Melaai* 
thoa  held  ibe  doetriae  fd  I  be  rtal  presence  ia  the  ja- 
eharist,  («ee  page  ^SO),  while  QCeolampailiBS  and  Zaia« 
glias  eoateadod  lor  a  aMro  simple  and  aarlpiaral  boCM  | 
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•irHmtMbfecr.  hi  thiv  dispute  Ztfiii|^tif8T{iiilie«te<}IHiii«^ 
ndf  fhMB  df  tfte'hctetfesrelmrger  hravgftf  agsiott  Knit 
kj  hit  opponeiff*,  Hot  notftiogpeaaM  Me  deeided*;  tlfveofi^ 
Hhtnee  ended  withoirf  tito  opfnioir  of  cftMer  party  Hehfl|f 
eBanged,  and' tbe  only  resolotion  that  eould  be  prtKheed 
wa«9  that  t!htr  advoeotes  of  both  sjftems  tboofd  beai^ 
witfi  eaefa  other,  tiff  light  Ihim  abore  «lioiiM  be  grtmtedy 
1»  hereby  they  might  str  eye  tor  eye. 

This  kind  of  truee  between  the  coufendlDg  Urintff 
bowerer  faronrable  to  the  canse  of  troth  among  them« 
aeihree,  was  fkr  fVom  being  t oflhsient  to  prodnee  a  itandf 
againtt  the  vKvlenee  of  imperial*  opposition.  Lothev 
therefore,  and  hiv  adroeates,  resohretf  upon  a  seeondf 
embassy  to  t be  emperor;  while  this  measure  was  pre- 
paring, <)harlH  annonneed  his  intention  of  bringing 
tlie  matter  befbre  the  diet,  shortly  to  be  assembled  at 
Aifgtbnrg*. 

The  emperor,  Jit  an  inferriew  with  the  pope,  nrgetf 
theneeestfty  of  a  general  eonnei^;  hot  sn<fh  assemblief 
liad  already  too  mueh  eneroaehed  npon  papal  preroga* 
tires,  and  therefore  Clement,  instead  of  yielding  to  snek 
a  proposal,  pressed  the  emperor  to  exeeote  ?engeane6 
upon  the  protesting*  and  refornring  heretier,  and  that 
withont  delay,  at  it  beeame  a  tnte  and  obedient  soar 
of  the  ehurefa.  Bat  tn  the  estimation  of  bis  impe* 
rial  miyestj,  things  were  not  to  easily  adjusted :  nor 
iMIie  think  it  Jnsl  to  eond^mn  so  respeetaUe  and  fSir- 
fliidahle  a  part  of  lli»  subjeetf  withont  giving  them  a* 
Ikir  hearing.  The  diet  of  Angsbm^  most  pass  in  re* 
riew  in  the  next  eltepter,  and  tltit^  sflaH'  be  eoneladef 
with  asttttemeat  of  aihin  in  Denmark,  SNreden^  and* 
other  nations  on -the  Baropean  cmitiaenti 

It  is  dMRenfl  tosay  iar  whieh  tlte-Divine  WItdom  ap* 
peart  matt  eonspienoat^  whetherinr  thar  ifratir  of  mao^ 
Jtt 
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kft  aaket  to  praise  hi■^  or  in  that  wbioh  be  retlraiu. 
A  Mere  wieked  end  eruel  Moiuureli  seareelj  ever  twey* 
ed  a  aeepife  thaa  Ckristiem  the  Second  of  Denmailct 
and  yet  be  favoared  tbe  reforaiation.  Under  bit  aiu- 
flees,  Reinardi  a  dieeiple  of  CarlotUdtt  vat  placed  in 
the  profettor*t  ebair  at  Hafnia,  and  after  bit  death 
Carloetadt  bimtelf  was  raited  to  the  tame  iaportaal 
plaee.  Saeh  wat  the  zeal  of  Chrittiem,  and  tueh  hit 
plan  of  reformation}  that  he  ttronglj,  though  in  vaiii 
tolieited  Lutheri  the  father  of  leform,  to  vitit  hit  domi- 
niont  and  aid  in  the  great  work.  Under  thit  maa  po- 
pery reeeived  a  mortal  blow,  and  in  the  reign  of  hii 
oaecettor  it  wat  eatt  out  ^  root  and  braneb/* 

Sweden  alto,  about  thit  time  embraeed  the  prineiplet 
of  Luther,  and  under  the  minittry  of  Olaut  Petri,  aatitt- 
ed  by  hit  brother,  end  mittionariet  from  Germany,  who 
brought  with  them  not  only  tbe  faith  of  Luther,  but 
alto  bb  Biblop  became  a  powerful  auxiliary  v^  the  work 
of  reformation,  Guttavut  Vata,  at  thit  time  raited 
to  the  throne  of  Sweden  by  the  tuffraget  of  bit  country* 
men,  taw  it  not  only  hit  duty,  but  hit  interett,  to  forward 
the  principles  of  reformation,  and  therefore  the  papacy 
wat  eatt  out,  and  the  reformed  religion  became  tbe 
ettablithed  tyttem  of  the  realnu  Yet  it  it  remarkable 
that  in  theee  eonntriet,  while  they  embraced  Lather- 
Uitm,  they  ttill  abode  by  epiteopary,  and  pretenred 
the  ordert  of  bithopt  and  arehbitbopt,  though  the  pre* 
rqgativet  attached  to  thete  orders  were  abridged  and 
reduced  to  a  ttandard  more  coi^puiial  with  the  welCtre 
•f  the  ttate  and  people.  In.  thete  migh^  rerolutiona 
it  eaaoot  be  tuppoted  thai  etery  thing  on  the  tide  of 
protettantitm  was  eanducted  in  taeh  a  manner  aa  that 
fopitts  hare  no  eauie  to  complain.  Theee  several 
"grmm  aated  aa  palitia^  heaAsi  Md  hATiag  pawet  oa 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ  iC 


their  ttile)  it  was  doubtless  someiimes  ased  with  toll 
little-7e;»srd  to  mere/.  And  a«  fbr  the  reformers  them- 
selreS)  they  were  not  suffieiently  aeqaainted  with  the 
rights  of  eonseienee,  always  to  allow  that  to  others 
which  thejr  elaimed  for  themsplves. 

When  the  son  is  op,  who  ean  hinder  its  shining  ? 
The  Kght  of  relbnnation  was  risen  apon  the  benighted 
iools  of  men,  and  it  was  impossible  to  prevent  the  im* 
pvlso  it  was  ealeolated  to  produee.  In  spite  of  all  the 
onited  eilbrts  of  popes  and  princes,  Pranee  was  added  to 
the  seenes  of  heretical  pravity.  The  state  of  polttiesy 
Wtwees  France  and  Germany,  rendering  the  affairs  of 
reformatioB  rery  precarioos,  it  was  the  interest  of 
Wancis  the  First  sometimes  to  tolerate,  and  at  other 
times  to  perseente.  The  queen  of  Xavarre  was  a  zea- 
loss  protestant,  and  sister  to  the  French  monarch.  Her 
raiaenee  often  prcTailed  in  fkyonr  of  the  glorious  cause  | 
iNit  Francis  himself 'was  a  bigoted  papist,  and  desired 
sofhing  with  greater  ardour  than  the  total  extirpation 
•f  Lnthoranism.  In  the  heat  of  zeal-  he  was  heard  to 
Jeeiare,  **  That  If  he  thought  the  blood  in  his  arm  was 
tainted  with  the  Lutheran  heresy,  he  would  have  it  cut 
•ff ;  and  that  he  would  not  spare  even  his  own  children, 
if  they  entertained  sentiments  contrary  to  those  of  the 
cathoKe  ^oreh.*'  It  was  under  the  reign  of  this  per- 
•ecnting  prince  that  the  famous  Calvim  began  his  ca» 
reer,  and  fur  fear  of  the  sword  he  esraped  to  ftasit, 
where  he  pnbKshed  his  Christian  Ikstitutss  ;  thio 
admirahle  perfbrmanee  he  dedicated  to  his  rojral  perse« 
«itor,  and  by  which,  ^  he,  being  dead,  yet  speaketh.'' 

Sttch  %as  the  lood  of  light  from  titfoh  a  host  of  Inmi* 
nnries,  that  H  was  impossihle  to  ohot  h  out  from  the 
eounfriec  of  Spain  and  Italy,  the  very  seat  and  soul  of 
the  henit«    erent  mid  fiery  was  Uie  IrinI,  hot  tr«ih  re« 
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tmei  to  be  «lesU<M'  ^^  U  n9t  been  lor  %kt  aMst  vip^ 
auu  «A»rta  «f  Miitod  p»w«n,  the  pafial  bi»rmrek^  iiaui 
keen  dnvea  fi*e»  il«  tttiuii^lMikb.  8witserl«i»d,  Il«e- 
ftrj,  PalaBd,  wUh  «a«y  otb«^r  parte  of  the  eonUaeil, 
were  eftptiTAted  bj  the  troth,  and  trmm  w^uumg  these, 
Ae  freat  Heeil  ef  the  ehareh  gmthared  t#  UijMelf  a 
^  hest  of  fiMthibl  witnesoMu 


CHAFIER  VI. 

T%e  Did  of  Jugsburg^-League  of  SmcBcM-^BMh  of 
John  of  Saxony <,  and  JccesHon  of  John  Frtdrrit^ 
Jffairs  in  England  under  Henry  the  Eighth* 

Whilv  (he  enperor  wet  preforifig  fer  the  4«et  to  hi 
ateembled  at  Aogsbor^,  the  firocestaol  mheHore,  hoth 
priaeet  and  refonnert,  were  e^nallj  eotteitooo  to  liave 
every  thing  reodj  in"  «e  ■eweptone  a  fierMI.  liufttf 
wae  eaHed  apon  by  the  elector  of  daxongr  to  A»ir  op  a 
■OMmary  of  the  proteetont  doetrhie.  la  tliii  work  La* 
Ifaer  was  anieted  hj  tortorol  oMiaeot  diriaeat  aad  to 
reader  the  whole  icilt  Bore  •eowpleto,  liolaaethoa  pat 
OBiployed  to  extend  aad  IHiwtrato'tlio  oeveral  artitfief 
of  thte  ereed,  by  whieh  meant  k  wao  hoped  th«A  the  «■* 
yeror  night  obtala  a  geweral  and  oottdhetory  iwow* 
lodge  of  the  great  pointo  in  ditpnte  iMtwoett  Hie  refbr^ 
tiers  and  the  ehtreh  tff  Robm*  Thio  porftnnaaee  vt 
Meianetlion  w  eontidoredi  by  ONiny  Md  oblo  Judges, 
as  a  fine  epeeimen  of  the  ttoderetaading  and  taote  of 
tliat  refbraier,  aad  hao  hoen  appealad  to^  over  Itoc^  as 
the  standard  of  pretostontlsni,  o^d  ia  Inoarn  to  the  pre- 
sent day  by  the  denomlnalioa  of  the  Oowaastov  ov 
AvosnvRo. 
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Mukj  liad  been  tte  attempts  of  tko  omperor  to  pro* 
Tail  opoa  the  pope  to  aBoemble  a  geaeral  eoonoil ;  bat 
on  this  bead  tbe  eonrt  of  Rome  was  of  one  mind— no- 
tUng  eonid  be  more  feared  and  avoided.  Indeed,  tbo 
pope  quaked  for  bis  rer j  existenee  $  being  bimself  n 
bastard,  he  might,  in  soeh  an  assembly,  have  been  im« 
peaebed  and  degraded;  for  the  eanans  had  long  do- 
elared  saeh  a  man  nnfit  for  so  saered  an  offiee.  Tha 
emperor  as  mneh  wbl»d  a  general  eonneil,  and  as  mneh 
needed  it,  for  his  own  personal  seeoritj,  as  did  the  pope 
fear  and  evade  it  The  onion  of  the  protestant  and 
eatboKe  electors  was  neeessarj  for  the  defenee  of  tha 
empire-  in  general,  and  Charles  trembled  for  his  owi 
bereditarj  dominions  in  partieular;  the  Turks  haring 
already  attacked  his  eapital,  and  threatened  him  with 
still  greater  damage*  The  enmity  of  tbe  eatholio 
prinees  against  those  of  the  protestant  persuasion  was 
truly  implacable,  and  the  only  oliject  they  could  expect 
or  desire,  an  the  result  of  the  diet,  was  the  reduction  of 
all  the  Lntlieran  states  to  their  fornaer  bondage  under 
tbe  papal  yoke.  Under  these  eireumstances,  it  had 
been  well  Ibr  the  protestant  interest^  had  the  reformers 
and  their  partizaas  been  of  one  mind.  UowcTer,  the 
work  was  of  God,  and  its  sueecss  depended  not  on  any 
hnsian  eontriranee,  and  therefore^  neither  the  wrath  of 
tnevies,  nor  tbe  imperfections  of  friends,,  could  defeat 
tbe  grand  cause. 

Tus  DttT  or  AvcsBvaa  was  opened  by  the  empe- 
lor,  in  the  month  of  Jane,  ioaa  Tbe  all-important 
1  aftiirs  of  religion  were,  by  unanimous  content,  first  at- 
teadedf  lo.  Tbe  fkmono  confession  wan  read  by  Caaia- 
TiAif  BAVnm,  ehaneellor  of  Saxony.  The  emperor  and 
princes  hoard  with  tbe  most  profound  attention.  In  addi. 
tion  to  this  Lutheran  ereed,a  confession  of  the  protestant 
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Hitk  WM  altf  prMMU4  lirtM  the  cititi  of  BinAmwg, 
CoBtUBee,  Meaii^^,  mod  Lln^au,  inam  «f  by  the  !•• 
gMimM  and  cloqaont  Mabtim  Dvobb. 
.  This  tnilj  BoMe  ani  acHetlj  arlhadM  tMimMB 
BWtkeBed  the  fary  of  the  higoted  aod  sapeivtitteai  aa« 
theliety  who,  with  the  eBTeaeniad  Seklae  at  their  heaii^ 
aided  bj  Faber  aad  CoeblsiWy  drew  ap  a  pfufeieed  f»- 
IbtatioB  ef  the  preteetaat  eoaftsfieB  |  aad  the  eaiperary 
with  the  eathelie  priaeea  and  the  pope's  kgBta,  da* 
naaded  the  nabiaiuioB  ef  the  protettanta  to  the  deei« 
aiene  ef  the  ptpal  eonmitsioneri.  To  aaeh  mm  arM* 
trary  iajaaetioB,  il  was  net  likely  eneh  bk»  as  the  re« 
Jbrmers  weaM  nihiBit.  laetead  ef  eoaqrfyiag^  they  re* 
^netted  a  eopy  of  this  pretended  refclaiioBi  la  order  to 
oiamine  its  elaims  aad  prepare  bb  aasweri  bat  (his 
was  deaied,  and  the  demaad  ef  obedieaee  to  Boaio  roito- 
rated,  with  the  iaiposUloa  of  f  ilonee  on  the  sabjeot  Ihr 
over  after.  8aeh  rieleBeo  was  aot  UlBely  to  weifh 
Bpen  the  niad  of  Lather  aad  of  those  ia  his  iateaesl* 
Melanctbon  again  took  ap  his  pea^  and  wrote  a  ooss* 
ptete  aaswer  to  the  prodoetion  of  the  eatholleoi  bat 
this  aosifirer  the  enperor  relbsefl  to  reeeive,  and  tiM 
.  protestants  were  thereby  admoBiehed  to  stand  o»  their 
l^aard. 

All  this  ttemnees  and  aatheritative  deminatiaB  oa 
the  part  of  the  emperor  were  rather  assaaied  tbaa  real, 
for  Charles  dreaded  a  breach  with  the  protestaat 
princes,  as  much  as  tbey  did  a  breach  with  hias;  bat 
he  hoped  by  this  seeming  resohfteness  aB4  aasterity  to 
hsTO  brought  the  dissenting  party  to  terms  of  oonlbr- 
mity  and  obedience*  Violent  measures  were  what  Ae 
Roman  eourt  most  earnestly  desired  $  but  the  empereri 
Kko  a  prudent  man,  Ibresaw  the  danger  of  sash  a»  ea* 
perisMnt,  and  therefore,  BofwilhstaBdiBg  aKiho  spirited 
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ftum^d  midkr  hh  Minetioii,  lie  fetolved  upen  fer« 
tiler  attempts  to  aeevmnedhte  mmi  aiyutt  nattefi  with* 
oat  the  use  of  the  sword.  Coaferences  were  aceordioglj 
held  hf  persons  of  (he  greateet  eanneaeo,  ehosea  bj  eaeb 
part7«  Oa  the  part  of  the  protest  ants,  Melanethon  eon- 
oeJgii  qoile  as  far  as  the  prineiples  of  reformation  eould 
paaoihlj  allow,  and  hj  some  of  the  fair  upecebos  of 
the  eathalioe,  he  haA  been  well  ni|(h  drawa  over  the 
graad  Uae  of  distinetioa  i  bat  in  proportion  as  be  waa 
neKoed  to  jield,  the  papbts  intreased  in  (heir  demands^ 
bj  wbkb  BMain  he  was  at  length  brooght  to  a  irm  re- 
siatanee,  and  these  eonferenees  broke  ap,  leaving  mat- 
atr*  ao  thej  foaad  Ibeai.  It  only  remained  now  lor  the 
diet  to  deeide  whether  protestanlism  should  be  tele- 
rsktod  or  prohibited,  and  whether  the  former  deerees  oa 
tlMit  point  shooM  be  withdrawa  or  enforoed.  The  Saioa 
amd  Heesian  priaees,  foreoceing  baw  Betters  were  like- 
Ij  to  terminate,  withdrew  f^om  the  assembly  $  and  tba 
asBperor,  pressed  hj  the  papaey,  and  somewhat  pinned 
at  tba  baU  restttaaeo  of  the  protesting  states,  proeeeded 
immediately  to  pasoa  deeree,  in  wbisb  he  strongly  repre- 
beaded  the  ebaages  already  made  in  the  proteslant 
alatee,  aad  eomoMuided  all  bis  subj^ets  to  aeknowle(%e 
the  aapreomey  of  Rome  ia  all  matters  ecelesiastieal^ 
apem  paia  of  imperiai  wrath.  Ia  this  decree,  the  ei^ 
tbalia  prtaeee  not  only  Joined  by  ibeir  vote,  bat  pled^ 
ed  themselves  to  unite  all  their  Ibree  ia  carrying  it 
iata  esoeatlon. 

Thus  eoaeloded  the  famous  diet  of  Augsburg*  The 
protestaats  saw  that  nothing  romaived  for  them  but  to 
arrange  some  rigotouo  means  of  defeoee.  Immediately 
tba  prineeo  aiet  at  SiiaLRALa,  and  entered  into  a 
aaaaoen  LBAavn  fse  the  suppotl  of  their  religious  liber- 
ty, amd  iHsited  att  tlmso  to  join  ttera,  wba  bad  eilissr- 
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east  off  the  papal  yoke,  or  were  deairons  of  itaadiBg 
Ibrward  a|;aiagt  that  onbearable  oturpatioii.  The  eluk 
of  arou  was  what  Luther  always  dreaded;  hot  in  thii 
ease  there  appeared  no  alternatiTe,  and  therefore  he 
eould  not  hat  consent.  Yet  what  fills  us  with  pain  it, 
his  shamefully  excluding  from  this  league,  Switzerland 
and  the  Gtermanie  eities  whieh  had  sent  their  eonfession 
to  Augsburg  by  Dueer,  a  man,  with  his  eonstituentt,  u 
firm,  and  as  devoted  in  the  work  of  reformation,  as  La- 
ther himself--bnt  Luther,  great  and  pious  as  was,  was 
a  bigot,  and  often  strangely  under  the  influenee  of  pride 
and  self-will. 

Sueh  being  the  state  of  affairs  between  the  emperor 
and  the  protestant  prinees,  the  electors  of  the  Palati- 
nate  and  Mentz,  dreading  the  rupture,  offered  their 
mediatorial  serrices.  The  attack  of  the  Turks  upon 
Charles's  dominions  was  a  circumstance  faTourable  to 
this  plan  of  mediation :  he  wanted  the  aid  of  all  the 
princes,  nor  was  he  safe  without  it.  His  brother  Fetw 
dinand,  alsp,  held  but  a  very  precarious  title  to  the  im- 
perial succession  without  the  ratification  of  these  pro- 
testant states.  These  two  points  weighed  upon  the 
mind  of  the  emperor,  and  in  order  to  gain  them,  he  re- 
called the  decrees  of  Worms  and  Augsburg,  and  the 
Lutherans  were  left  to  enjoy  their  rights,  till  the  long- 
promised  general  council  should  assemble,  and  decide 
the  mighty  controverfiy. 

This  religious  peace  obtained  between  the  emperor 
and  the  protestant  prinees  gave  a  considerable  turn  to 
the  affairs  of  reformation.  «<  It  gave  strength  to  the 
feeble,  and  perseverance  to  the  bold."  The  secret 
friends  of  the  Lutheran  cause  were  induced  to  cono 
forward,  and  several  states  openly  declared  on  the  side 
of  protestantism.    All  this  the  Roman  pontiff  saw,  to 
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Uft  great  mortificatiow,  bm  there  was  »o  remedy.  A 
j;eiieral  caonetJ  mm  what  lie€oold  by  no  meaiM  thrnk 
of  astpoibliag,  tliovgli  Mrmigly  ur^d  liy  tke  emperoiv 
mmd  therefore  he  contiiiued  lo  promke  aid  evadb,  UU 
death  tumiiioaed  him  to  appear  before  that  tribunal, 
jvhere  ao  many  of  hiti  predeeeiMMm  had  already  given  ia 
their  aeeonat,  and  from  a  hieh  there  is  no  appeal.  Tba 
death  of  Cfemeat  the  Seventh  took  plaee  in  the  jear 
IW4.  A  Utile  belore  this,  died  that  great  aoppert  an^ 
ateadj  friend  of  I  he  protenUnt  eauae,  John  eJeetor  of 
Saxonj,  who  waa  aueeeeded  in  his  dominions  hf  hia  ana 
John.  Frederie,  a  aiaa  as  traly  la  the  Latheran  ioleretl 
ma  his  lather,  hat  aot  ao  Ibrianate  a  prinae,  aad  tbef«« 
fare  the  religious  eause  in  whieh  he  embarked  abared  m 
fcia  disapnoiatanenta  aad  ealamities. 

While  these  thiags  were  going  am  to  Oeraianjr,  Iha 
great  Arbiter  €t  events  was  preparing  in  Baglaad,  aeir 
graaada  for  the  triamphs  of  reformalioa.  Bearj  Um 
Bightb,  a  priaee  as  faased  for  hia  rieea  aa  for  bis  abiJi« 
ilea,  had  BMirried  Catharine  of  Arragan^aaat  la  Charlei 
ihe  Fifth,  a  ladj  aomewhat  older  than  bknael^  bat  witJi 
wbom  he  had  lived  apoa  goad  terms  for  aeveral  yeara^ 
aad  by  whom  ha  had  aeveral  eliildrea.  For  reaaoaa 
Wat  knawB  ta  himself,  he  began  lo  eatertain  doahls  af 
the  tawfolaeaa  af  hia  marriage.  Catharine  had  beea 
hetrathed  ta  Hcnry'a  dder  brather,  who  died^  in  hif 
■linarity,  and  lo  whom  tJiia  prineess  eavid  have  bean 
wife  only  hj  eeremen j  and  eagagemeat ;  hawetrer,  aha 
waa  eoiim4ered  a  widow,  aad  heing  Che  widow  %t  the 
kiag't  brother,  he  hnnged  hia  aeruples  npoa  this  eireoan 
■iaaerj  aad  aatered  into  the  reaolntian  tk  releaaiag  him* 
aeif  from  (hb  eaatraet.  As  these  things  were  paaaing 
ia  Hanry^  mind,  hia  volatile  affeetions  were  traaaferred 
ta  Anna  Boleyn,  a  yaoag  lady  tJien  lately  iatredpeed  t* 
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the  eoart,  ss  maid  of  hoaoin*  to  the  queen.  This  heai- 
tifal  naid  to  gained  npon  the  heart  of  the  uoiiarcii^ 
that  ht  determined  at  all  events  to  raiie  her  to  a  parti« 
eipation  of  his  regal  dignitj.  In  order  to  gratifj  hit 
wishes,  application  was  made  to  the  pope,  in  whieh  the 
semptes  of  the  king  respecting  the  marriage  ntnUh  Cm* 
tharine  were  stated,  and  also  his  intention  of  espomng 
Anna  Bolejn.  On  sueh  a  snhjeet  it  was  dil&enlt  Ibf 
the  pope  to  deeide :  Catharine  being  so  nearly  related 
to  the  emperor,  it  was  dangerous  to  Ml  in  with  Benry^ 
r^oest;  and  not  to  gratify  sneh  a  man  as  the  BngKsh 
monarch,  was  also  a  matter  of  serions  risk.  In  this 
strait,  Clement  tbonght  it  most  pmdeat,  by  Tarions  mea- 
sures, to  delay  his  definitive  answer.  Cardinal  Cam- 
pegio  was  appointed  by  the  pope  as  legate,  tog^her 
with  Cardinal  Wolsey,  to  confer  with  the  king  on  this 
most  momentous  afiair.  The  former  of  these  eeclesi* 
astics  was  a  man  exactly  snited  to  the  worik  assigned 
him  by  his  pontifical  master,  and  the  matter  was  leept 
in  hand  so  long,  that  Henry,  vexed  and  impatient,  db» 
manded  of  his  holiness  a  prompt  and  decuive  jadgmeal, 
or  he  threatened  to  withdraw  his  kingdom  from  te 
papal  pale.  That  the  king  might  act  with  the  greatest 
appearance  of  justice  in  setting  aside  his  queen,  he,  at  the 
instigation  of  Cranmer,  consulted  all  At  naiversities  in 
Europe,  the  result  of  which  was,  that  in  the  judgment 
of  the  greater  part,  Henry's  marriage  with  Cathanne 
was  tinUiwfulf  and  that  he  was  at  liberty  to  etpmm 
another.  The  fofe,  foreseeing  what  was  likdy  to  be 
the  consequence  of  his  refusal,  demanded  certmin  con* 
cessions  of  Henry,  and  promised  upon  these  conditions 
to  sanction  the  measure ;  but  these  conoossiotts  not  ar- 
riving so  soon  as  was  expected,  and  the  pontiff  beiiig 
hard  pushed  by  Charles,  pronounced  the  marriage  with 
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CalhariM  lawfuL,  and  Hierebj  fbrbad  the  iotended  eoo- 
irmet  with  Anaay  the  ohjeet  of  the  king's  affections* 
Henry,  eiasperated  at  this  step  of  the  pope,  immedi- 
mMj  availed  himself  of  the  decision  of  the  oniversitiesy 
and  af  the  influence  he  maintained  in  his  own  domi« 
Bi^ns,  and  east  off  at  onee  the  papal  joke.  This  step 
was  highly  approved  hj  the  greater  part  of  the  nation, 
askl  espeeiallj  hy  the  nnmerons  friends  of  the  reforma- 
iifUk-  To  render  these  strong  and  heroic  measnret  legal 
a0d  eAetive,  a  parliament  and  convocation  were  as- 
•afttbled,  a.  d.  ifiai,  in  each  of  which  it  was  voted  that 
the  king  was  oupreme  head  of  the  cbareh  of  England. 
Tliiia  was  cfltctcd  a  breach  in  the  catholic  pale,  which 
neatber  timo  nor  meaao  have  been  able  to  heal,  and 
wAieh  has  prared  as  great  a  blessing  to  the  world  in  a 
p^Utieal,  as  in  a  moral  and  reltgioas  point  of  view.  Bot 
w  are  not  to  eanelade  that  the  system  established  by 
tke  pro<estert  Henry  was,  at  once,  a  syslem  of  liberty 
Mmd  taleratioB— >for  from  it.  Henry  the  Eighth  was  a 
jUapot  and  a  bigot,  and  those  who  dared  to  depart  but 
a  hmtr  from  his  jndgment,  fbnnd  him  as  capable  of  per* 
•aenaittg  at  the  pope  himself.  Yet  the  revolution  was 
of  s'^eat  advantagb,  and  became  the  ground- work  of  all 
thsit  liberty  and  toleration  so  wdl  understood  and  so 
gtis^raUy  dispensed  in  this  day,  and  which  we  hope 
will  deeeend  to  posterity  wKh  fresh  accessions  of  glory 


Tlio  church  of  England  being  now  an  establishment 
cmtii^  apd  detached  firom  the  church  of  Rome,  Hrary, 
ito  osiproflsc  head,  assisted  by  those  cedesiastics  whom 
fca^fcoaglil  fit  to  consult,  proceeded  to  give  shape  and 
rmU  to  the  new  system.  The  character  of  the  English 
mmamrthf  and  the  motives  by  which  he  was  induced  to 
ihrwtr  off  tM  f&f^  yike,  aArd  but  a  sorry  spooimen  of 
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the  pmjeeted  refbrmation.  T^  priactftf  ait «••■■■  «f 
firtt  eoomtediB  tbe  removal  of  the  8n;>reBW>€y  h%m  ttt 
pope  to  the  kin^,  while  the  tkr  greater  patt  af  tiK  H^ 
■tan  tirperatttion  tttii  remained  antouehed  ;  umif  wImI 
rendered  the  ease  jet  mtire  to  be  lantenfedf  wa»  €bt  lb» 
riooi  and  perseeoling  spirit  of  thekiog  and  Uv  omris* 
lers  against  all  who  dared  to  adranee  one  step  fai  re* 
formation  beyond  what  the  snprenie  lord  hail  preaaribtdi 
Henee  the  aflhirs  of  protestantism  stood'  on  tlie  masC 
precarious  ground  ;  the  grand  and  important  priaeiplM 
contended  (br  bj  the  great  men  on  the  other  aifc  oftta 
water  were  not  to  be  suffered  hj  the  prond  and'  ooprineft* 
pled  Henry.  The  fkr  greater  part  of  the  elergy  wers 
catholie  in  heart,  but  as  the  chief  object  of  tlietr  Biiaii'> 
try  wtts  this  world^s  good,  they  would  rather  keep  In 
with  the  ruling  power,  though  at  war  with  tha««aHaff 
Rome,  than  pari  with  their  livings.  An  exception  frsti 
the  general  eharacter  of  the  priesthood  appears  m  Cnm* 
mer,  nho  had  been  raised  by  the  favonr  of  Benry  to  tin 
arebiepi§eopal  see  of  t  anterbury.  Hnw  ftrthiagrvat 
and  good  man  preserved  his  oonseience  i^iolat^,  ill  fia 
matter  of  t'atharine's  divorce,  remains  nndHermiwiii 
but  certain  it  is  that  he  was  sincere  in  the  eanae  of'  TO* 
fbrmation.  The  spirit  of  this  man,  when  compared  wMI 
that  of  Bonner  and  Gardiner,  places  him  inamosf  Ikvatfp* 
able  point  of  light,  while  the  violence  and  er«etly^  af 
those  two  vile  creatures  of  the  papal  abomination,  feflbvi 
a  striking  proof  to  which  party  they  belonged^. 

Under  this  new-modelled 'Hierarchy,  it  waa  dMMll 
to  say  whether  it  were  more  dangerons  to  be  cBthaW|y 
protestant.  Those  that  discnvered  an  attaehmenl  t^m 
fbrmer  were  considered  as  inimical  to  the  kin^^u^ft* 
macy,  and  tho^e  who  fbll  in  with  the  tatterjrerc  IfaMh 
to  the  same  impatation,  tkongk  npdtt  I 
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Though  it  were  diAeull  to  «ay  whether  the  king  im 
his  eeelettMtieal  8j«teni  di«eovered  a  greater  regard  to 
the  sopertiitioiM  of  Rone^or  to  some  of  the  leading  doe*- 
triaet  of  the  reformatiom  ^et  it  h  elear  that  by  the  ia- 
•ovatioof  he  made  upon  tlie  papal  fWith^  and  by  the  an- 
thority  he  claimed  for  himself,  he  hrouglit  forward  and 
established  some  of  the  most  important  fiunlamental 
principles,  npon  whiehf  in  after  ages,  appeared  the 
grand  system  of  the  protestant  religion.  By  the  order 
•f  Henry,  the  Bible  was  translated  into  Koglish,  and  a 
copy  of  this  invaluable  instructor  ehaineil  to  a  deitky 
in  the  aisle  of  many  parish  ehurches  through  the  land. 
He  suppressed  the  monasteries,  and  thereby  cashiered 
at  one  grand  stroke  a  great  part  of  the  idle  and  dis- 
solute clergy.  He  revised  the  roa<is  book,  and  struek 
out  the  name  of  the  pope,  together  with  many  of  the 
Romish  saints.  He  even  weakened  the  doctrine  of 
fftorgatory,  by  declaring  it  «^  left  uncertain  in  scripture;'' 
and  as  for  relics  and  shrines,  the  more  precious  of  them 
he  turned  to  a  better  use,  by  converting  them  to  the  ser- 
vice  of  the  state,  and  the  more  contemptible  of  then 
were  bomed,with  an  abundance  of  similar  rubbish  found 
ID  the  poor  devoted  monasteries.  But  along  with  these 
sUaeks  npon  holy  mother  church,  we  find  the  conduct 
«f  Henry  directed  against  the  opponents  of  popery,  who 
dared  to  do  or  say  any  thing  without  his  order  or  per- 
mission. Hence  he  could  persecute  those  who  were  most 
zealous  in  propagating  the  scriptures ;  to  teach  chiMroi 
tbe  Loid's  prayer  in  Bnglisk  was  a  crime ;  to  embraea 
aad  to  preach  the  doctrines  of  Luther  was  a  eapilal  of- . 
fence }  and  under  the  direction  of  Bonner  and  Oardin^ 
■Miny  for  tkese  aad  like  heresies  were  broiight  to  tha 
stake.  The  king  of  England  considered  himself  a  pr^ 
"tnud  theologiaai  and  quite  capable  of  ehoosi»§  a  religr 

Si    J         '  '*  ^'-^   ^     ^-  -         ...     t   :      . 
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fen  for  the  whole  nati^a,  and  illcref»re  to  Anpite  Vn 
tttted  WM  iMTeiiy.  Cmnmer,  tbougli  fiigli  in  the  Vn^ 
fkronr,  fbond  it  oto^edingty  MknN  to  k^  tUv  if 
mwakeningtlie  royAl  oiiipieioDo,  Mpeeiallj  no  he  w»n 
Mirrowly  watehed  bj  sncii  nen  as  Bonner  a«d  hit MmI. 
lUrtty  tribe. 

Tim  oontinned  ehoreli  aflRMre  in  Bngland  tUlte 
Jfear  1M7»  when  H«*nry  was  ealled  to  etand  hcfbrt  tli 
Iribmial  of  him  who  in  King  of  kings  mnditeiAft 
lorde«  He  was  tueeeeded  in  kin  throne  by  faif  ten  fii 
irard,  Ike  eirennMlaneee  of  wkoeo  reign  oinnthecoinl' 
orod  in  a  enboofnent  ekapter. 


CHAPTER  Vn. 

etnrf^r0te$  at  Worms^and  Diet  id  RaHAm—Cmm&f 
Trent^Dtath  of  Lutker^-^Jiaurice  Duke  tfattami 
<— Tte  tnterim— -Arct/fcoeion  of  Passvu — M^hm 
pmte—DetUh  of  Charks  F.— InstiUdlM  ^tfte  CMr 

TWB  death  of  Clement  Seventh,  and  Ike  aaeemMiW 
Panl  ThM,  inspired  the  emperor  witk  ft-eak  kapei  it 
feeing  a  general  eoonoil  ateembled,  lo  doetde  ihae 
freadM  dispnt^s  bj  whioh  the  empire  wae  grieroM^ 
iiiridod,  and  all  the  afain  of  tke  okurek  in  grMit  ottk- 
iinn.  Panl,  in  the  iret  year  «f  his  pontiieat^,  |MweciA^ 
«d  to  meaimpei  ibr  ealling  ike  long-ax^eeled  nonmil 
Manilla,  in  Italy,  wat  tke  plaee  appointed,  amil  eir«iM 
lettf^ft  from  l»i«  holinetie  wore  aceordingly  ad^tienee^  H 
tkeelergy  and  prineeei  iMit  Ike  protetianly  mf  €^om 
ty  lefoned  to  appear  in  a  .eonnoil  a««emMfd  tm  ha^l 
tkn  liuialioa  appeajrod  to  tkem  by  Ikr  Uhi 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ  iC 


Cbap.  7.  ComcU  of.  TrenL  atff 

the  mle  and  infloenee  of  the  Roman  court,  to  admit  ot 
lliat  ffodow  of  diteiiMion  neeessary  io  a  debate  of suelt 
maiwent  Henee  the  aMembijr  was  preveoted,  aod  the  ea- 
ger eipeetAiooi  of  the  emperor  blasted. 

Iq  this  state  of  suspense  things  remained  another. 
Um§  seven  jears,  when  Charles,  wearied,  and  out  of! 
patieace  with  the  trieks  and  scruples  of  Rome,  resoked 
upon  an  attempt  to  remedy  the  e?il,  by  ordering  a  eon?, 
frnnea  at  Wormst  between  the  most  distinguislied  per* 
s>asengiy4in  the  mighty  eontroversy.  Here  Melane,*- 
then  and  Eckius  disputed  for  several  days  without  cam- 
iig  te  any  point  The  business  of  this  frititless  eonfer^ 
enee,  for  eertain  reasons,  was  adjourned  to  the  diet  held 
at  Rati^bmi  the  same  year,  hut  all  without  any  amieajble 
fleet;  the  only  thing  concluded  upou  was  the  aeeessitjF 
of  a  free  general  eouneil. 

Under  thna  eiroiiatstanees  Paul  was  prevailed  upon 

Igain  to  announce  his  intention  to  call  a  eouneil,  and 

the  place  nominaled  was  Trent.    This  place,  thoui^li 

vithia  the  German  territory,  proved  not  satisfaetory  to 

the  protestaots,  nor  were  they  better  pleased  with  the 

pope's  aathoriiy  ia  calling  to  that  assembly  whom  he 

^Ihoaghtftt,  without  pving  the  opposite  party  an  oppor- 

,[  tally  of  snlvodueiog  whom  they  conceived  of  import- 

I^.MMt  to  thoir  cause.    But  this  objection  of  the  protests 

,  ^.Imts  vaa  deemed  inpn^icient  by  the  emperor  and  the 

^teiriMlie  prkiecit  who  persevered  in  the  delerminatioi^ 

;^  .4kat  the  eonniMl  ahould  meet,  and  as  determined  were  th^ 

^  fvotestants  in  their  refiisal.     This  spirited  resistaneo 

^fwakened  the  wrath  of  Charles^  and  being  set  on  by  th^ 

jjifapal  partiiMs,  ho  declared  war  igainst  all  those  pow# 

,<ri  aadftatee  which  should  refuse  to  assemble  at  Trent 

j ,  A9  to  ahlde  bj  the  deeisioni  of  that  eeuncil.    The  protes* 

^^^fmmh.  thif  ftirwmwd,  $%w  it  WMbvh  Ume  to 
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make  the  oi#flt  figoroBs  preparatioa  for  Uie  eveBt.  Ssell 
■leaiores  af  defence  Lather  had  ever  considered  at  the 
last  to  be  reftortcd  to,  bat  now  there  appeared  no  alter- 
■atiTe }  yet  this  great  mant  to  his  dying  breath,  exhort- 
od  to  prayer  and  patience,  as  arms  nost  congenial  with 
the  Christian  warfare.  He  lived  not  to  see  this  con- 
flict ;  a  gracious  Providence  saved  him  from  the  heart- 
fending  sight,  by  taking  him  to  his  rest  on  the  18th  of 
Febraary,  1046.  It  is  somewhat  remarkable  that  thit 
reformer,  though  persecuted  from  city  to  city,  and  con- 
stantly surrounded  with  popbh  emissaries,  was  suffer- 
ed to  die  in  peace  at  Isleben,  the  place  which  gave  him 
birth. 

The  famous  council  of  Trent  assembled,  and  while  the 
fathers  were  deliberating^  on  the  momentous  concerns  af 
religion,  the  princes  girded  on  their  swords,  and  settba 
*  battle  in  array.    John  Frederic,  eFcctor  of  Baxony,  audi 
Philip,  landgrave  of  Hesse,  led  their  united  forces  int* 
Bavaria,  attacked  the  emperor  in  his  camp  at  Ingola- 
ladt,  and  had  doubtless  brought  the  matter  to  a  speedy 
issue,  had  not  the  treachery  of  Maurice,  duke  of  Saxony^ 
prevented.    A|aurice  was  nephew  to  the  elector,  and 
son*iB*law  to  the  landgrave  $  but  these  natural  ties  pre- 
rented  not  bis  league  with  the  emperor,  who  promised 
him  the  electorate,  provided  a  decided  victory  should  be 
obtained  over  John  Frederic.    Maurice,  therefore,^iiti- 
mediately  fell  upon  the  dominions  of  his  absent  uncle^ 
which  rendered    it    absolutely  necessary  for  John  tm 
abandon  his  attack  upon  Charles,  and  return  home,  by 
which  means  the  emperor  became  victor,  and  John  foot 
both  his  electorate  and  his  liberty.    A  fate  but  little  sq- 
perior  awaited  Philip,  who,  persuaded  by  his  treacher- 
ous son-in-law,  cast  himself  upon  the  mercy  of  the  tri- 
umphant emperor  I  but  in-this  step  be  was  gross!  j  tie- 
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libertjf  aeeording  to  engagement,  detained  him  pritMerw 

This  defeat  of  theta  two  bold  sapporlen  of  tha  pro- 
iettant  eavMy  tbraatened  the  total  overtiiraw  af  Ike  ftn 
Ibnnatiiia  in  Oenaany.  Charlet,  at  the  head  af  Aa  dialf 
immediataiy  attemUed  at  Augibarg,  imitted  apoa  tkk 
uBifenal  ebedieiiee  of  all  the  statea  to  the  expeeted  da^ 
ekien  ef  the  eaaoeil  then  fitting  at  Trent  The  greater 
part  of  the  protestant  leadera,  together  with  MMirie% 
the  aew  eleetor,  proeused  to  eompl j— ^  Bnt  Aare  is  nei^ 
ther  eonaeil  nor  might  agaiwt  the  Lord  )  his  parpaae 
naststandf  and  h«  will  do  aJl  his  plaasare.''  Thi 
pUgtte  brake  avt  at  Trent,  and  the  Roman  fhtheva  fled 
to  their  livaa,  before  the  alMmportaat  deeision  was 
agreed  upon.  Some  of  the  members  of  this  i^tend>ly 
issl  at  Bologna,  others  at  more  distant  pUees  $  hot  na 
estreat  ies  of  the  emperor  eonld  preyail  on  the  pope  la 
re-aitemhle  this  sacred  hast,  and  the  eooneil  was  of 
essrie  dissolved. 

Matters  being  brought  so  near  to  an  issue  hj  the  ria** 
tsriotts  arms  of  the  emperor,  he  was  not  a  little  ▼axed 
ssd  mortified  to  see  all  thrown  into  saspense  by  the  iai 
termptioa  of  the  eouneil,  and  the  obslinaej  of  the  pope* 
To  remedy  this  evil,  Charles  resolved  to  settle  the  at* 
fur  without  the  help  of  the  priesthooil.  Aeeordingljr 
be  ordered  a  furmulary  of  fail  h  and  worUiip  to  be  draw» 
sp,saehaa  he  presumed  might  be  subscribed  by  both 
parties,  the  expressions  on  eertain  potals  ibeing  so  am* 
bigaous,  that  eaeh  party- might  maiutaiu  its  own  partie- 
alar  meaning.  Upon  this  the  emperot:  ealled  a  diet, 
sad  without  waiting  for  the  suffrage  of  the  princes,  pro« 
seeded  immediately  to  pass  these  artieles  into  a  law,  till 
a  general  eaoacil  should  otherwise  detarmiae.   Thisde^- 
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I  btirng  a  temporary  expcdieiili  bore  die  < 

tf  Um  IlfTBRIM. 

Hie  artielei  whieb  this  imtkrim  eoatained,  aad  the 
aAitrarj  mamier  in  whieh  it  was  patted,  gare  as  litUa 
latitfiMtieB  to  the  protettantt  at  to  tbe  papntt,  and  « 
deal  of  tumolt  and  bloodthed  retnlted  tberefros,  by 
whieh  the  empire  wai  greati  j  dittraeted  and  afflicted. 

Maariee,  duriag  thete  commotiont,  aimed  at  the  iic«* 
tral  ebaraeter ;  but  he  vat  nevertbelett  eonvio^d  that 
the  violenee  and  ambitioa  of  the  emperor  ought  tm  bo 
oheeked.  Manriee  had  ahrayt  profetsed  himtelf  to  bo 
aprotettaat,  and  though  in  (he  affair  of  Joha  Fredetio 
he  had  greatly  eootradieled  tneh  profettioa,  yet  he 
wished  to  support  that  ebaraeter  amuag  the  priaeea 
of  that  pertoation.  The  thamef ul  impritonmeat  ef  hit 
Ikther-in-law,  tbe  prioee  of  Hette,  alto  added  to  tlie  »e» 
tiret  of  d(ttike  to  the  eondnet  of  Charles. 

Amidst  (hete  disputes  aid  uneortaiattet  died  Faal 
Third,  and  wat  sueeeeded  by  Julius,  apoa  whoas  tbe 
omperor  prevailed  to  assembled  again  the  eeaeeil  ef 
Tarn  NT.  The  diet,  awed  and  surroanded  by  the  iaipe* 
rial  army,  was  attembted  at  Augsburg,  preparatory  te 
the  meeting  of  the  eonneil,  and  tbe  prinees  were  eharged 
to  submit  to  (he  deeision  of  that  tribunal.  But  the  eoe- 
tent  of  Mauriee  eould  not  be  obtained,  exeept  upon  ees* 
ditions  so  derogatory  to  the  Roman  pontiff,  that  the 
arehbishop  of  Mentz  obstinately  refused  to  enter  then 
oe  the  register  of  the  diet. 

Before  the  sitting  of  the  eouneil  the  reformers  held  a 
eonferenee,  and  Melaiie(hon  and  Bredtius  drew  up^  eaeh 
for  his  eonstitttcttts,  their  eonfessions  of  faith,  for  the 
parpose  of  giving  them  i»  at  the  general  eonneil.  la  the 
■loan  time  Manriee  was  maturing  bis  seheme  for  hatti* 
liating  the  proud  and  aspiring  emperor  $  aad  whik.thia 
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Bighty  prinee  wm  pleasin,^  himtelf  with  Ihe  prospect  ef 
briogiBfi^  all  parties  into  subjection  to  hts  imperial  do- 
■MOatioa,  lie  was  soddealy  surprised  at  Inspruek  by  the 
approaeli  of  Maoriee  witb^  a  most  powerful  and  nume- 
rous army,  eoosisting  not  only  of  the  Saxon  troops  but 
•f  many  from  the  other  German  states,  and  fi*om  Franco 
also,  whieh  powers  he  had  secretly  brought  into  alii- 
aaee  with  him.  Charles,  unprepared  for  such  an  at* 
taek,  and  altogether  without  the  means  of  defence,  wat 
broaght  to  terms.  The  famous  treaty,  entitled  tl^e  Paci* 
picATioif  ov  Passau,  was  concluded  upon,  in  which 
tbe  emperor  solemnly  revoked  the  Intb&im  ;  together 
with  alF  the  edicts  afflictive  to  the  Lutheran  cause.  The 
priaoners  wero  released,  and  all  who  had  suffered  in 
coaaeqocnce  of  the  league  of  Smalkald  re-instated  in 
their  former  privileges :  and  in  order  that  justice  might 
be  equally  administered  to  both  parties*  a  number  of 
protostant  members  were  introduced  in  the  council- 
ahaaiber  of  Spires.  In  addition  to  this  Charles  promis- 
ed te  assemble  a  diet  in  the  space  of  six  months,  for  the 
porposo  of  confirming  the  treaty.  This  diet  Maurice 
lired  not  to  see.  Some  ineidental  circumstances  taking 
plaee  in  the  states  rendered  it  impracticable  for  the  em- 
peror to  fulfil  his  promise  till  1055,  a  period  of  at  least 
two  years  alter  the  pacification,  during  whieh  time 
Jlavrice  lost  bis  tifb  in  battle.  The  diet  assembled  at 
Aogsbwg,  and  after  considerable  debate  it  was  agreed 
tliat  there  should  be  a  rbligious  peacs— <^The  pro- 
tcstants  discharged  firom  all  papal  jurisdiction— the 
•tateo  and  firec  cities  were  to  bo  unmolested  in  whatever 
e^eleoiaatieal  establishment  they  chose  to  form — animo- 
mitiea  were  to  cease^-no  persecution  to  be  admitted  on  ac- 
•mmt  ef  reMgioas  opinions  ;"  and  whosoever  should  vi- 
olate these  artielea  waa  to  be  proceeded  against  m  a 
dUttorber  of  the  poblic  peace. 
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«<  It  if  a  tuigulftreveBliftad  topp^rted  kj  tIrMg  M« 
Ib^riiy,  thai  tUi  enenj  of  the  pratettMtt,  wha  had 
lapeatedl J  brtaghit  (heir  easee  to  the  vefy  rerge  af  raiii 
is  tqppeead  te  have  died  id  the  faith  he  ee  le^g  peree* 
eiitrd*  Weaned  with  reyalty  aad  the  toile  whieh  had 
wera  hiia  doway  CH4Rj*Kt  V.  wished  to  ead  his  dajs  ia 
holy  retireaieBt .  He  retigaed  his  hereditary  deminioaa 
ef  Spaia  aad  the  Netherlaads  to  his  sen  Philip,  and  prs* 
eured  the  empire  for  his  brother  Ferdiaand.  He  hal 
thoroughly  been  eooTersant  with  the  sabfeets  in  dispntei 
and  in  the  sileaee  of  solitude,  the  absenee  ^tonalttoai 
oagagevents,  and  the  epproaeh  of  death,  the  tolenn  re* 
fleetioDs  apon  these  important  truths,  Vhieh  he  had  ss 
often  heard  debated,  led  him  to  differeat  apprehensioaf 
respeeting  tbem  fh>m  those  be  had  before  entertained. 
Bis  dearest  friends,  and  the  eompanions  of  his  retire* 
asent,  were  seiaed  by  the  inquisitors  the  momenl  their 
royal  master  elosed  his  eyes.  His  preacher,  his  eaafes^ 
■or,  hie  fayoarite  bishop  of  Tortosa,  with  maay  others 
vof  ittferiar  distinetion,  or  domesties,  expired  in  flamoi  or 
V^tare,  the  vietims  of  that  bloody  tribunal,  andaf  the 
ernel  Philip,  the  unworthy  son  aad  sueeetsor  of  this 
Bughty  moiiareb«  The  vengeaDee  they  were  prerented 
from  inflieting  on  the  master  fell  on  hU  peeuliar  faToufw 
ites,  and  spoke  the  eause  of  oSenee." 
.  The  desperate  s»ate  of  the  Roman  ehurah,  amidst 
eaeh  most  alarming  reTolutinns,  demanded  soma  remOf 
dy.  Some  of  the  prineipal  monarchs  had  deeiared  for 
the  refbnaatioa,  by  wbieh  the  papal  see  had  not  aaly 
lost  its  powerful  friends,  but  inereased  its  powerful  ene- 
mies. Under  these  eircumstanees  was  institated  the  fa^ 
asous  Oanaa  ov  JasviTS,  or  society  ^f  /«sai,  a  body  of 
monasties  fanned  of  materiab  the  oMst  peeuliar  aad 
w«*    Tbie  soaietj  originated  ia  the  IkaaiieiiBs  af  Jjf* 
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noHvs  Loyola  a  8pani«h  hero  who  deserted  thearmy, 
Hirough  cowardieey  and  beeame  a  pilgrim.  The  entba* 
tiafiD  of  Loyola  attraeted  the  notif  e  of  Rome  and  tha 
popet  availed  themselves  of  the  wiekedaess  of  this  mail) 
and  the  weakness  of  the  people,  to  set  up  this  new  and 
most  abominable,  order  of  monkery,  with  the  name  of  JSs- 
ms  blasphemed  at  the  head  of  it.  The  members  of  thio 
bniue  were  to  aid  the  ehareh  by  fraad,  notbyforeei 
they  were  to  insinuate  themselves  into  all  classes  of  so- 
aiety,  and  to  assume  the  habit,  the  manners,  the  prinei* 
pies  of  all  mankind,  while  they  were  to  hido  their  real 
eharacttTj  and  to  pass  unobserved  through  all  the  ranks 
•f  life.  Thus  furnished^  the  court  of  Rome  had  her 
agents  in  every  cabinet,  camp,  association,  unirersity, 
aollege,  church,  and  in  almost  every  principal  circle 
and  fiunily  throughout  Europe.  The  institution  of  this 
Srdcr  was  during  th«  pontifieate  of  l^aul  the  Third,  a.  d. 
1540,  and  though  for  a  while  it  proved  a  strong  auillK 
aty  to  the  mother  church,  yet,  eventually  contributed  t* 
pnit  down  the  cause  it  was  designed  to  build  up. 

Etgland,  a.  d.  i08i,  was  ixed  opon  by  the  Spanisli 
eonit  fbr  a  prey,  and  the  Invintihk  Jtrmada  (as  it  was 
blasphemously  denominated)  sailed,  after  repeated  mis* 
fbrtOBCS  and  delays,  flroro  that  country,  intending  a  de- 
scent an  the  shores  of  Great  Britain.  This  icet  nas 
equipped  with  every  instrument  of  cruelty,  eharacteris- 
i\t  of  the  barbarous  and  tyrannical  system,  by  which  it 
was  raised  and*  commissioned.  However,  this  invinei* 
Ue  force,  fell  a  victim  to  the  superior  skill  and  courage  of 
British  seamen,  and  its  ruin  was  completed  by  the  mdn 
elements  of  sea  and  sky  with  which  it  was  assailed,  in 
endeavouring  to  escape  the  fbry  of  the  English  victors. 
In  the  defeat  of  this  fleet  the  popish  partisans  lost  the 
prond  expectation  of  subduing  that  protcstant  nation^ 
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aod  Old  EaisUiid  wm  left  t»  depuit  in  the  Tfwer  vi 
I^oadon  aMie  of  ike  tpntik  whieli  were  gaioed  in  tbk 
g/n9i  Bftval  Tietarjr*  anoag  wbkli  if  ere  tooKp  kmrharom 
jiM$trum§aU  forged,  in  the  oaMer9$  of  the  horribk  impiisU 
Uon  for  the  porpone  of  iDfttetuigfiipAl  veiynre  a»  tlit 
9MilA»Uuita.af  UutI  eonolrj* 


CHAPTER  Vni. 

OsNSftAL   StATB   OV   TRB   RBFOIIMATtMr. 

>i|,  hud  >-gtoo^y  Jfcry— Jrghprf— g».  eUt^Seatittiii 
fkHy'^Pwrntu-^BoHh^hnrnw  i 


AmIW  iM7,  wlieB  the  d«a«h  of  Seorj  made  va^  far  tie 
M^awiaa  of  jraMf^  Edward,  a  prinae  ^  whaie  early 
yootli  mm  erawoad  wUh  thai  wiadaa^  tan^Uj^  aad 
wlaa,  that  would  have  doae  honoar  ta  advaoeed  yeart*" 
UapfHly,  tfaia  janag  priaee  (not  more  than  ten  jeMaaf 
aga  whan  ha  aame  to  the  thraae)  had  iaU»ihail  ^/ttj 
lai^galj  af  pcateetani  prine if&ea,  under  the  taitM»  of  (hi 
fraat  Craaaner*  to  whaai»  daring  thia  ahart  rai§a,  was 
eaaMailAed  the  ahiaf  management  <tf  ehvfah  afium. 
Benrj,  daring  hit  Mfa,  had  i haken,  hnt  aat  deatrayedi 
the  papaJ  power  in  England.  Many  of  the  elergy  who 
throagh  l^ar  had  eonformed  to  the  eeelesiattiaal  ga- 
ipamment  eataUiahed  hy  that  monareh,  were  oeTertha- 
lata  papkia  in  heart,  and  only  waited  a  ehajaga  in  tha 
liaMa,  in  order  to  retam  again  ta  thair  M  prafaaaiani 
with  thia  hapa  they  wtte  intpivad,  firam  the  stela  af  Bd» 
ward's  healths  aad  the  prohaUa  eaeeeariaft  tf  hie  aiaiar 
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Mary,  whom  (hey  knew  to  be  a  itaneh  eathoHe.  tJader 
the«e  eireumstaiieet,  it  beeame  Cranmer  to  employ  all 
Ills  talent  and  lAflaeiiee  in  The  lopport  aad  «itaiili»b- 
nent  of  the  prote«tant  eaoie.  Ridley  and  Latimer 
irere  appointed  4o  the  moftt  important  seet,  and  vomo 
eminent  dirines  from  the  eontinent  were  imrited  over  to 
atrenfi^heii  and  promote  the  grand  work  of  ielb>maifaa» 
Bat  %ix  yean  wa«  a  period  fkr  too  short  to  aeeomplitii 
and  mafare  so  great  and  so  eomplei  a  seheme.  The 
death  of  the  liively  Edward,  and  his  being  sneeeeded  bf 
tlie  eruei  bigot  Mary,  a^ain  redueed  the  eanse  ef  pre* 
testantism  to  the  greatest  straits.* 

Maht,  daof^hter  of  Catharine  of  Arragen,  had  no 
Beoner  aseendiitl  the  seat  of  regal  power,  than  popery 
WMM  reestablished  ^y  law.  To  enfbree^his  new  regti- 
Istion  all  the  horrors  of  the  inqaisitlon  were  railed  Hrte 
aetion.  8mithfteld  and  Oxford,  together  with  mavy 
ether  plaees,  blazed  with  the  perseenting  fbry  ef  the 
queen.  Cranmer  and  his  epispopal  eofleagnes  w^re 
flome  of  the  first  vietims  ;  but  the  reformation  had  takes 
too   firm  a  stand  in  England    to  be  driven  from  iti 

•  It  is  bnt  jnsticc  to  observe,  that  the  English  reformew,  ^urin^ 
fhe  ret^n  of  E^wartf,  carried  it  towards  some  of  the  more  oAittl* 
ttftte  papists  («tid  wbo'daret  tay  that  a  few  of  then  were  not  «sa* 
aoseatioea  ?)  with  a  bsavy  baod.  Cknifawr,  bkiMp  of  WinsiiBS 
•imt^  was  deposed,  and  for  yean  imptwoaed,  faoesase  be  rdoaed  to 
4somp|y  witb  protsOant  demaada.  Nothiog  can  be  said  in  Tindi* 
cation  of  sucb  things.  1  he  glory  of  saartjrdom  in  the  next  reign 
is,  in  a  great  measure,  obscured  by  this  circumstaoce.  The  t  ro- 
testaots  suffered  very  grievously,  but  in  many  of  these  severities 
the  papists  did  only  rccaOate,  The  persecuting  spirit  of  Ihe  re- 
^brakeri  afcOTsged  agvlnift  tf»  lM*erodoa ;  scweni  of  «iBse  wets 
^  to  aeolhi  Tho  aNmory  of  CraaaMr  is  dkgssBed  with  tho^lsafh 
«Cloui  Boscbac,  and  Cslvia^s  with  thftft  of  Sstvotasr  Pbtie  9m 
it  Bat  thiswainotUiess^offo^fra^jon. 
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Jiold,  though  one  half  ot  its  friendv  should  fall  a  taeri* 
£ee  to  the  madaesf  of  papal  wrath.  To  deliaeate  the 
direfal  deeds  of  Marj  in  persecatiaf  the  ehareh,  i^oiiU 
bo  to  reriTO  the  horrid  memorials  of  Nero,  Dioele- 
aiaBf  aad  GaJerias;  these  pi^o  perseetttors  were 
oatdoBo  hj  a  Chri$tiaM  qneeiit  who,  from  her  erueltj 
sad  foffotfiilaess  of  her  self  has  bees  jostlj  named  tho 
Bloody. 

laBLAiiD,  at  this  period,  was  not  so  eatholie  hot  the 
prineiples  of  the  reformation  bad  there  found  fHeadi 
and  abettors.  Under  the  auspiees  of  King  Henry, 
George  Brown,  an  Englishman,  a  monk  of  the  Angus- 
tine  order,  was  raised  to  the  arehiepiseopal  see  of  Dub- 
lin, in  the  year  inaa.  This  primate  beeame  a  most 
aealons  advoeate  fsr  the  protestant  faith,  bj  destroying 
an  abnndanee  of  the  Romish  idols  and  relies  througjk* 
out  his  6wn  provinee,  and  by  denying,  in  the  faee  of  the 
whole  nation,  the  sopremaey  of  the  pope,  and  the  autho- 
rity of  holy  mother-ehureb.  Great  were  the  eiertions, 
and  great  the  aehievements,  of  this  reforoMr-bishop  dur- 
ing the  reigns  of  Henry  and  Edward  $  but  the  death  of 
the  latter,  and  the  aeeession  of  Mary,  gave  a  eboek  to 
these  measures,  and  brought  the  protestant  cause  into 
jeopardy :  but  by  the  interferenee  of  a  singular  Prori- 
denee,  wrath  to  the  uttermost,  was  preyented  eoming 
upon  Irish  protestants. 

Pressing  affairs  in  England  had  long  diyerted  the 
attention  of  the  queen  from  the  state  of  religion  in  Ire- 
land. At  length  Dr.  Cole,  a  zealous  eatholie,  was  eom- 
missioned  to  ereet  his  tribunal  in  Dublin.  Flushed  with 
the  eipeetation  of  sueeess  in  so  g^oriouB  an  enterprise, 
the  doetor  repairing  to  the  wacer-side  in  order  to  em- 
hariL^  halted  at  Chester.  Being  waited  upon  by  the 
n»y#r  of  the  eity,  who  was  also  a  sti^Ller  for  the  Ro- 
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niiih  tkiihy  the  doctor  eooM  not  refrain  trt^m  exulting  ia 
the  piau$  etmmission  with  trhiekhe  wits  tnvested,^  ftiid 
taking  fWitn  hit  baggage  a  leather  ease,  <<  Here^  said 
he  to  the  major,  ^  is  a  cGmmtoCon  ivI^eA  sAaB  toft 
Ifte  ft€r«etcs  €f  Irdmd.'^  This  declaration  Veing  over* 
heard  by  the  hontets,  a  woman  of  a  ready  wit,  at  well 
at  one  deeply  interetted  io  the  protettant  eaose,  the 
reiolTed  to  wateh  an  opportunity  if  haply  the  might  be 
able  to  defeat  the  doctor^t  misiiion.  Cole,  in  the  p)eni« 
tnde  of  hit  eomplimentt,  attended  the  mayor  down  ttairt^ 
to  the  door:  the  woman  instantly  whipped  up,  and 
taking  out  of  the  ease  the  boasted  eommission,  placed 
in  its  stead  -a  paek  of  cards.  The  doctor  returned  to 
his  room,  suspecting  no  fraud,  replaced  the  all-impoft* 
ant  budget  at  before,  among  his  other  portables,  and 
the  next  morning  mailed  for  Ireland.  His  arrival  and 
business  being  announced  to  the  lord  deputy,  he  re- 
paired, in  all  the  pomp  of  an  inquisitor,  to  the  council* 
eh«inber«and  delivered  bis  credentials  to  the  secretary; 
but  upon  opening  the  atr/iil  casket  there  appeared  to  be 
ttothing,' save  a  paek  of  cards,  with  the  knave  of  elubt 
ttariog  the  ofBeer  in  the  face.  The  chagrined  doctor 
declared  that  a  genuine  commission  was  delivered  him 
from  the  queen,  but  how  he  was  deprived  of  it  he  could 
aot  tell.  **  Tan  mu$f  return  for  another  eommissionf^ 
said  the  lord  deputy,  and  jocosely  added,  «<  we  unU 
9ht^/U  the  cards  in  the  interim.^  But  before  the  second 
eommission  could  be  dispatched,  the  queen  wu  sum- 
■loned  to  an  account  of  herself  to  God,  and  the  poor 
doctor  left  to  the  ridicule  of  his  enemies,  and  the  pity 
af  hit  friendt.* 

*  It  b  snid  that  queen  Elizatieth  was  to  pleased  with  this  faot| 
4hat  she  sr&nted  the  wonum  a  peosioa  for  life. 
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8qotlaii»  emiU  not  remaia  an  idle  speciator  of  toch 
wui  rerolationa  a«  had  sbakta,  not  onlj  the  eontineatt 
bat  alto  efieeted  vast  changes  in  the  sister  kingdov. 
The  writiags  and  tenets  of  the  German  reformers  had 
heen  bronght  into  thb  country  by  many  of  its  own  nobi- 
lity»  who  had  ?itited  the  continent  during  the  period  of 
the  Lntheraa  controversy.    And  here,  as  in  other  eoao« 
tries  groaning  nnder  papal  nsarpatioo,  the  cbarmiig 
idea  of  libertj  awakened.that  ardent  affection  not  easily 
4aid  lo  rest.    As  yet  no  Scottish  monarch  had  asserted 
hisy  or  his  people's  right  to  ecclesiastical  eraaneipatioo. 
Indeed  sneh  was  the  eoonexion  between  the  eourts  of 
Seotland  and  France,  that  it  was  not  likely  that  rojal 
patroaago  should  preponderate  in  favour  of  reforma- 
lion,  hat  the  spirit  was  raised,  and  therefore  it  was 
necessary  for  Rome  to  be  upon  the  alert,  in  order  to 
oeonre  and  restore  a  sinking  interest.    ^  Amongst  the 
mtmi  active  opposers  of  reformation  in  Scotland,  was 
the  crafty  and  profligate  cardinal  Beaton,  archbishop  of 
St.  Andrews,  who  in  conjunction  with  the  clergy,  per- 
anaded  James  to  institute  an  inquisitorial  court  $  and 
the  sanguinary  Hamilton,  brother  to  the  earl  of  Arran, 
was  appointed  president,  with  power  of  summoning  lo 
his  tribunal  all  who  were  suspected  of  heresy.     The 
powers  of  this  detestable  engine  of  lyranny  were  how* 
•aver  almost  immediately  suspended  by  an  accusation  of 
high  treason  being  preferred  against  the  president ;  and 
after  his  execution  the  project  died  away."  These  mea- 
sures drove  the  oppressed  Scots  to  seek  assistance  and 
support  from  Henry  VIII.  of  England,  which  at  length 
tenninated  in  a  war  between  the  two  kingdoms,  the 
effect  of  wUeh  was  the  reforming  party  was  triomph- 
ant,  and  the  Scots  king  expired  soon  after  under  all  the 
horrors  of  •«  anguish  and  despair.    Mary,  his  only  legt* 
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timate  8o«f  efitor,  was  born  but  a  short  time  prerioat  M 

the  death  of  Jameii*  and  the  earl  of  Arran,  her  nearest 

male  relation,  was  appointed  regent.     Arran  was  well 

known  to  favour  the  new  opinion^,  and  the  gentle  an4 

unatHuming  manners  whieh  aeeompanied  the  first  mea* 

sures  of  \i\%  regency,  still  more  eoneiliated  the  love  of 

the  people.''  Under  his  auspiees  the  errors  of  the  papal 

ehnreh  were  publicly  exposed,  and  the  Bible  was  traiM« 

la  ted  into  the  vulgar  tongue,    fiut  ft*om  some  impni« 

debt  measures  adopted  by  the  earl,  together  with  the 

intrigues  of  popish  emissaries  against  himy  he  Ml  into 

disgrace,  and  was  prevailed  upon  in  hit  adrersity  to 

abjure  his  faith  in  the  principles  of  the  reformation. 

This  defection  in  the  regent,  turned  the  scale  against 
the  reformers,  and  cardinal  Beaton,  who  had  obtained 
the  office  of  lord  chancellor,  and  alsn  a  special  com* 
mission  from  the  pope,  proceeded  to  violent  measures 
against    the  protestants.     **  Great  numbers  snftred, 
AflioDgst  whom  was  the  learned,  the  candid,  the  virtn- 
oos  George  Wishart,  who,  after  a  precipitate  trial,  waa 
adjadged  to  the  flames."    In  these  cmelties  the  cardi- 
nal and  his  clergy  triumphed,  but  the  people  meditated 
vengeance,  and  so  concentrated  their  force  as  to  invest 
the  rastle  of  St.  Andrews,  the  result  of  which  was  car* 
dinal  Beaton  was  murdered,  and  his  partisans  com- 
pelled to  seek  snccour  from  the  assistance  of  France  ^ 
bat  the  reformers  obtaining  timely  help  fWim  England 
were  rendered  successful  against  their  enemies  %  and  the^ 
a Aer wards, celebrated  John  Knox,  emboldened  by  these 
rietories  over  papal  usurpation,  began  with  unprece- 
leated  freedom  and  courage  to  preach  publicly  the  doe* 
rines  of  the  reformation.    But  the  catholics  were  not 
ranting  in  activity  and  intrigue.    French  troops  wera 
»roeured,  and  the  regent  drove  the  conspirators  from  the 
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•Mile,  Buuijr  priMaere  were  Ukea,  amoiig  whon  WMtbi 
uitrtpUl  Jehii  Kiiez,  their  fata  was  not  allawed  to  dm* 
ker,  thcj  were  teat  to  Fraace  aad  pat  oa  baard  tk 
gallieo. 

The  dreatfol  chaage  whieh  took  place  in  England  m 
the  aeeesMoa  of  Mary,  compelled  manj  protootanti  ti 
atek  aa  asyloa  ia  Scotland,  whieh  greatlj  eontrihated 
to  strengthen  the  northern  reformers.  Knox,  alto  it* 
taming  from  his  captiyity  with  more  Tehemesee  thsa 
orer,  sounded  the  trump  of  reform ;  nor  did  the  Uait 
of  his  ram's  horn  abate  its  furj,  till  all  Seotlaad  wti 
inspired  with  the  enthnsiasm  of  religious  lihertj.  It 
would  be  far  beyond  the  duty  of  the  impartial  histor 
nan  to  justify  all  the  measures  adopted  by  proteslaotf 
aad  rofsrmers ;  doubtless  much  was  do{ie  in  the  apirit  of 
the  world,  but  of  this  we  are  sure,  nothing  waa  dwM 
kalf  sa  wilily,  nor  half  so  wickedly,  as  was  eonatantly 
practised  by  the  Boaian  ehoreh»  and  that  too,  under  the 
most  solemn  sanctions. 

These  yieissitodes  continued  to  agitato  Bcotlaad  llsr 
some  yearsy  till  at  length  victory  was  decided  ia  faToor 
af  the  refbnaation,  but  in  all  this  triumph  Knox  was 
the  chief  champion,  he,  ^  having  ibrmed  with  Calriaat 
fienevit  the  strictest  friendship,  and  adopted  all  Us 
opinions  respecting  church  government,  returned  to 
Jus  native  [land ;  and  with  hu  rough  eloquence,  aad 
Hiardihood  that  knew  no  fear,  bore  down  all  opposi* 
tion,*overtunied  the  whole  popish  hierarchy,  and  esta- 
hlished  the  presbyterian  government  in  its  stead,  to 
Vhich  the  church  of  Scotland  still  adheres.'* 

Tan  BsLoio  Provinoes  were  too  near  the  seat  sf 
protestaatism  to  remain  long  uncorrupted  by  the  spread* 
sag  heresy.  Here  a  confederacy  wat  formed  by  As 
$UtMf  ia  order  to  orect  a  bulwark  against  tho  ei* 
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cruaelinieiiU  of  the  pootiffi  and  to  enable  them  lyith 
tlie  greater  toeeett  to  east  of  hit  yoke.  Philip  of  Spain, 
^  irao  son  of  the  ehareh,  resolved  to  prevent  the  pro* 
gross  of  saeh  measures:  he  aeeordingly  set  up  the  bloody 
inquisition,  and  augmented  the  number  of  bishops,  by 
which  means  he  only  increased  his  enemies,  and  the 
vigour  of  opposition.  Thus  oppressed  and  perse- 
cuted, the  nobility  formed  themselves  iuto  an  assoeiatioii 
for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  a  redress  of  their  griev* 
anees,  nor  were  the  commonalty  behind*hand  in  these 
measures  of  resistance ;  if  the  conduct  of  these  were 
too  irregular  and  violent,  we  can  only  say  that  (he  eruelty 
and  oppression  of  their  persecutors  were  quite  8u(B« 
eient  to  drive  them  mad,  unless  restrained  by  a  religion 
supernatural  and  divine.  To  correet  these  anti-eatholio 
operations,  Philip  onlered  the  merciless  duke  of  Alva, 
with  a  powerftti  army,  into  the  heart  of  the  provinces  ; 
a  long  and  a  bloody  war  ensued,  the  result  of  which 
was,  the  Batavian  provinces,  headed  by  the  illustriooo 
William,  princeof  Orange,  asserted  their  independence, 
and  erected  their  republic,  while  the  Netherlands  were 
eompelled  to  bow  to  the  Roman  yoke.  But  before  the 
conclusion  of  the  century,  the  Belgic  provinces  <*  by 
many  a  hard  fbnght  battle  '^  obtained  their  liberty  and 
were  added  to  the  reformed  churches  upon  the  Genevan 
plan,  as  were  some  few  of  the  German  principalities.' 

8pain,  Portugal,  and  Italy,  though  more  imme* 
diately  under  the  eye  and  influence  of  holy  father,  yet 
partook  of  the  general  contagion.  Those  very  doctors 
tent  from  these  several  countries  to  Germany  to  combat 
Luther,  caught  the  very  distemper  they  were  sent  to 
cure,  and  returned  home  to  assert  and  espouse  the  pro« 
test  ant  faith.  But  such  were  the  resources  of  papal 
power  in  those  countries,  that  the  catholic  church  bf 
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Are  Mid  tworl,  bj  giUieU  ajid  Urtureiy  naUlaiaad  lU 
Mote  trionpkaot,  Naples  dittsverW  mare  of  Um  pro* 
tetUnt  tpiril  tkaii  ^  Beighbovrt,  bj  firmly  reaidliiig 
1km  iiitrodiieti«Hi  of  the  inqiiitkio^.  H«r#  «!••  Ibe  W 
Wirt  of  Bcnard  Oebiii#»  a»d  Petcr^Martjr,  were  «tp 
leoded  witb  wm  enall  saeeeM  ;  b«t  Cbej  were  fereed  «| 
k»gtb  to  flee  for  Ibeir  livee,  end  le«?e  tJhe  deviaed  eoiia» 
trj  to  tbe  rayegee  of  bengry  eeeleeieetieei  eveiy  eae 
eeeking  hit  gain  from  hit  quarter. 

Fbamos  at  tbit  period  wat  toe  full  of  proteetantt  not 
le  take  a  thare  in  tbe  great  work  of  refomatioa.^  The 
dilerent  fkmiliet  wbieb  teTorallj  eoateaded  for  tbe  ee^ 
Tereigaty  of  Franee  were  not  only  divided  in  their  poU- 
Ileal  interettt,  bat  alto  in  their  religieat  tentioMiit^ 
Menoe  protettantitm  wat  temetimet  favoared,  and  at 
•ther  timet  perteeuted.  Calvin^  though  he  bad  fled  tirom 
hit  natWe  eountry  and  tettled  at  Geneva,  had  net  eeaeed 
te  eentribute  towardt  referautioa  in  Fraoee.  Boeke 
are  tabtle  and  tueeettful  minittert:  tbete»  the  prodoat 
af  Calvin't  pen,  feand  their  way  into  Franee  in  great 
Bombert^  Tbo'Freneh  protettantt,  tailed  HugimoiMf 
(anameof  doubtfol  origin,)  have  been  exeeeded  by  none 
in  seal  for  liberty  of  eoateienee,  though  net  to  happy  in 
Aeir  toeeett*  Sueh  wet  the  eenneiioo  between  the 
throne  of  Franee  and  the  eourt  of  Rome,  that  tomething 
more  than  a  Henry  or  an  EliaKabeth  wat  aeeettary  to 
ftrm  a  French  protestani  moaareb.  Franeit  I.  wae  ao 
aader  the  influenee  of  both  partiet,  that  in  the  tauM  year 
he  bnmt  heretic t  in  one  part  of  hit  domiaiont,  and  tolerat* 
ad  them  in  another.  Under  the  patronage  and  proteetioa 
af  the  queen  of  Navarre,  the  protettaatt  lifted  up  their 
headt,  and  at  one  time  it  appeared  an  if  they  would  have 
obtained  a  eoaqilete  victory  over  their  pertecuton,  and 
have  ettahUthedaa  equitable  ami  firea  taleratitn;  b«t 
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Ood  aaw  it  to  order  U  othMrwite.    It  it  difficult  to  tay 
wholher  thfi  great  strength  diMovered  bj  the  bogonote 
ia  Umv  military  eiploiti  eontribated  to  their  safety  or 
to  tJmr  destruetioii.    Certain  it  is,  that  these  poor  peo* 
plo  svffiired  ia  greater  nunbers  in  France,  than  in  any 
•tbor  part  of  the  continent.    At  one  time,  twelve  bun* 
drod  were  beheaded  under  the  impntation  of  rebellion  | 
at  smother,  fifty  thousand  were  slain  at  a  seige  i  and  dii<» 
ring  three  months  the  papists  were  allowed  to  murder  ha- 
gonots  at  their  pleasure,  in  which  time  two  thousand  fell 
victims  to  the  catholic  partisans.    But  the  crownin|( 
seenes  were  on  8t  Bartholomew's  day,  August  04, 1572. 
The  extreme  unparalleled  wickedness  of  this  day  was 
efeettd  by  a  deep-laid  scheme.    Charles  IX,  after  many 
fimiiless  attempts  to  extirpate  heresy  by  force  of  arms 
eoaelyded  a  peace  with  the  hugoaots,  and  in  order  to 
make  that  negotiation  appear  the  more  flattering,  a 
match  was  agreed  upon  between  the  king's  sister  aad 
Haory  of  Navarre.    The  marriage  was  accordingly  soU 
emaized  at  Paris,  August  it,  and  a  great  number  of  the 
protestaat  leaders  were  present.     A  few  days  after  the 
marriage,  a  principal  character  of  the  protestant  party 
waa  assassinated.  This  greatly  alarmed  the  king  of  Na- 
varre ;  bat  Charles  promising  to  punish  the  assassin,  his 
fears  were  laid  to  rest.  On  the  Sunday  following,  being  St. 
Bartholomew's  day,  as  the  bells  were  ringing  for  mom* 
ii^ prayers,  a  great  number  of  soldiers  appeared  suddenly 
m  the  streets,  and  began  to  murder  the  hugonots,  while 
the  merciless  Charles  appeared  at  the  palace  window, 
ikaating  those  who  were  attempting  to  escape,  crying  at 
the  fame  time  to  the  furious  soldiery,.  A*!!/  themJkiU 
tkem  I  The  massacre  continued  seven  days,  during  which 
sevea  hondred  houses  were  pillaged,  and  five  thousand 
people  perished.    One  buMer  boasted  to  the  king  that 
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Im  l»d  hews  dtwa  a  hondred  «»d  fifty  in  oae  sigkL 
FfMi  Paris  the  bloodj  orders  were  seit  to  the  sarrovad- 
iagprorinees,  where  fire  thoosaad  more  were  added  te 
the  iahamaB  aeeoont.  The  death  of  the  king  of  NaTarra, 
mad  of  the  prioee  of  Conde,  was  id  the  design ;  bat 
Charles  satiated  himself  in  spariag  these,  aad  poisoning 
the  qneen  onij.  This  sad  affair,  so  disgraeefal  to  tho 
annals  of  Franee,  mast  be  laid  ehiefl  j  to  the  eharge  of 
Rome  $  for  the  Yatieaa  resoandod  with  rcjoieing,  and 
the  eourt  of  Spain  pubiielj  reeognized  the  deed.  It  ap» 
pears  from  authentie  reeords,  that  between  the  years 
1080  and  1080,  not  less  than  a  milU&n  of  French  protest 
gnt$  lost  their  lives  through  the  mad  zeal  and  savage  crw^ 
dty  of  blind  infatuated  papists.  If  sach  were  the  slangb« 
ters  among  these  people,  what  must  have  been  their  nnuK 
her  ?  It  is  said,  that  in  the  year  1671,  they  had  two 
thousand  one  hundred  and  fifty  eongregttions,  in  many 
of  whieh  were  ten  (hoasand  members;  and  yet  this  Taat 
body  at  length  saw  the  predominanee  of  the  Roman  hie* 
rarehy,  and  their  own  eanse  redueed  to  a  state  the  most 
degrading  and  hopeless.  God  is  a  Sovereign !  The  raea 
is  not  to  the  swift,  nor  the  battle  to  the  strong ! 

During  the  progress  of  the  reTormation,  multitudes  of 
the  W  ALOE  SEES  were  indueed  to  leave  their  retreats, 
abdtojoin  themselves  to  the  different  ehorehes  of  the 
reformed.  In  these  enterprises  they  escaped  not  the  f«* 
ry  of  their  adversaries ;  thousands  of  men  were  inhamas* 
ly  slain,  or  otherwise  perseeuted.  By  some  of  these 
people  it  was  held  unlawful  to  defend  themselves,  aad 
therefore  abandoning  all  hope  of  establishing  their 
ehorehes  in  civil  society,  they  returned  again  to  their 
Tallies,  and  Piedmont  continued  to  retain  a  people,, 
whose  lives  and  manners  approached  as  near,  perhaps 
to  primitive  Christianity,  as  any  in  modem  ages* 
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^Thps  8too4  the  afetont  at  last  betweetf'protedlaiit  and 
papist  in  Europe  :  Denmark,  Norwajr,  Sweden,  Bran- 
denburg, Pruatia,  Bngland/ScotlaQd,  Ireland,  Holland-^ 
mil  protestant  governments.  Italy,  Spain,  Portugal,  Belr 
l^om— all  papal.  Germany,  with  its  vast  dependeneiea 
divided,  and  nearly  poised  in  interest  hetween  both,  eve* 
ry  state  having  a  mixture  of  its  opponents ;  in  same  tolt 
erated,  in  others  perseeuted.  Switzerland  divided  ;bill 
the  preponderating  weighs  and  greater  number  protest* 
ast :  and  Franee  more  thaa  onoe  on  the  equilibriam, 
residy  to  ehango  its  dominant  religion,  and  at  last  rev 
turning  to  the  hoose  of  bondage^  though  with  milliQUi 
•f  ilaiahahkants  firm  in  the  prolaitaiit  fiitV 


CHAPTER  IX. 

LimiBRAii  OauROB.    l^eertne  tmd  IHaeipUm — Adi* 

nomianimi^^Form    of  Cmc^rd^D^ehHon  in  Ihe^ 

trine. 
Rbvormed  CBt^aoRBs.  John  Calvii^^Preshyierianimn 

^-^English  Episcopaetf — Furitans — Congr^Monal^ 

Moravian  Breihrer^^IHvers  8ect$. 

Bonn  miseellaneQus  events,  not  absolntely  eonneated 
with  the  trne  ehnreh,  and  yet  in  themselves  befiriag  % 
relation  to  our  history,  shall  be  considered  in  a  separate 
chapter  at  the  end  of  the  century.  It  will  ba  important 
al  present  to  pnrsne  the  chain  of  affairs^  by  wfaieh  tbo 
establishment  and  progress  of  the  reformation  may  ap<* 
pear  in  its  native  course  and  order.  The  spirit  of  tho 
refbrmatioB^  and  of  protestantism^  consisted  unibrmly 
ia  the  denial  of  papal  and  Bomisb  aupremacy  ;  hot  thA 
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protettaDts  themselFes  were  not  all  i^reed  mi  the  teyer- 
al  points  of  church  discipline  and  eeremontet.  It  will 
therefore*  be  necessary  to  divide  onr  detail,  according  to 
the  form  and  denomination  these  soTcral  churehea 
adopted.  The  followers  of  Lather  were  called,  alter 
their  forerunner.  The  Luthsbav  Chubor;  while  tbos« 
who  differed  from  him,  and  had  been  led  bj  different  re* 
formers,  assumed    the  designation  of  the  Reiohmsd 

CUUHOB. 

LuTRERAV  Church— The  Lutheran  doctrine  is  con* 
tained  in  the  Angsborg  Confession,  and  if  considered  to 
the  present  daj,  by  the  hulk  of  Christiana,  as  a  form  of 
lonnd  words.  It  contains  the  true  and  esscnMnl  dimnitff 
^  Ckrisii  hi$  viearious  aacnficef  and  the  necessUj^free^ 
wesSf  and  efficacy^  of  divine  grace*  On  the  subject  of  the 
iucharist,  Luther  departed  not  so  far  from  the  erroro  of 
Rome  as  most  of  his  colleagnei  (see  chap.  B;)  he  alloip- 
ad  the  use  of  laMges,  tapers,  altars,  exorcism,  and  aari* 
oular  confession  $  be  retained  a  certain  kind  of  epioeo* 
paey,  hot  laid  down  no  absolute  rule  of  worship— -heaea 
the  Lutheran  churches  in  different  coontrics  adopted 
that  mode  of  publie  service  which  appeared  to  theat 
most  congenial  with  their  views  and  cirenmstaaees.  The 
king,  or  supreme  ruler  of  the  state,  according  to  the  Lu- 
theran code,  is  the  head  of  all  ecclesiastical,  as  well  as 
civil  authority,  provided  he  does  not  proceed  to  alter 
nor  to  withhold  the  revealed  word  of  God. 

In  Sweden  and  Norway  episcopacy  stands  strictlj 
maintained.  In  Denmark  the  same  form  is  nearly  ob- 
served, the  episcopal  character  bearing  the  appellation 
•f  superintendant.  The  (German  churches  are  governed 
by  a  consistory  f  at  the  head  of  whieb  is  a  president,  and 
the  clergy  are  classed  in  a  diversity  of  rank  and  priri- 
lege  bat  without  distinction  of  bisbopi  all  being  equal  in 
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point  •t  order.  Lttorgies  are  osed^  bnt  oot  to  the  ei- 
elasion  of  free  prajer;  the  scriptures  are  readyan^mo- 
aie,  both  roeal  and  iostmmental,  it  introduced  in  the 
public  senrice.  The  three  grand  festivals,  and  lent  are 
retained,  together  with  the  observance  of  some  others 
Bot  regarded  in  other  chorches. 

One  article  in  the  establishment  of  the  Lutheran 
ehnrch  contributed  greatly  to  prevent  the  spread  and 
progress  of  that  bodj.  The  emperor  Charles,  in  the 
ratification  of  the  treaty  of  Passau  at  the  diet  of  Augs- 
burg, stipulated  in  behalf  of  the  papal  church,  that  no 
dignitary,  or  other  ecclesiastic  of  the  Roman  communion 
should  for  the  time  to  cone  be  allowed  to  alienate  his 
province,  diocese,  or  department,  from  the  catholic  pale$ 
beneo  the  archbishop  of  Cologne  was  obliged  to  resign 
bis  preferment,  and  relinquish  his  charge,  in  order  to 
follow  the  dictates  of  his  conscience  in  joining  the  pro* 
testant  cause.  This  circumstance  together  with  the  bi- 
gotry of  Luther  in  refusing  the  alliance  of  Zuinglius, 
Boeer,  and  some  other  emitieni  divines,  eonttiderably 
cramped  and  impeded  the  future  operations  of  the  Ln- 
tberan  cause. 

Respite  from  persecution  gave  the  noble  champions  an 
opportunity  to  set  about  the  propagating  and  perfecting 
their  several  schemes.  Many  seminaries  were  institut- 
ed, endowed,  and  furnished  with  both  professors  and  stu- 
deiitfl.  The  writings  of  many  do  credit  to  their  memo- 
ries, and  continue  to  edify  the  church  even  until  now» 
But  as  we  have  seen  heretofore,  a  time  of  outward  peace 
gendered  strife,  and  gave  the  enemy  of  vital  Christian- 
ity an  opportunity  of  sowing  the  tares  among  the  wheat. 
The  janglings  also  of  philosophy,  and  the  pride  of  the 
•eh^ols,  occasioned  no  small  disputing,  and  much  of  the 
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•pirit  of  real  religion  wm  lo«t  Enidtl  tins  strtiriogt  at 
fheve  disputants. 

The  sentiments  ofLutber  on  the  svbjeets  of  ftedea^ 
motion^  irresisMU  graee^  kwmm  tUfravUy  Mri  imf^ 
fence,  and  ju8tiJUMH<m  by  faith  alone^  haTO  never  Wen 
eonsidored  eqnivoeal  $  but  some  of  his  Ibllowert  hare 
gone  into  sad  e&tremes.  The  moral  law,  at  a  mie  of 
life*  has  been  denied,  and  here  Antinomianism  appears. 
Othem,  in  order  to  eoneiliale  parlies,  less  rigid  ia 
doctrinal  points,  have  verged  to  the  eontrarj  eatrenei 
and  become  Semi-pelagian,  to  which  the  conceding  tem- 
per of  Melancthon  not  a  little  eontrtbuted*  But  be  the 
departure  of  the  Lutheran  ehurch  from  its  original  stan* 
dard  whatever  it  may,  Lutheranism  itself  remains,  as  it 
first  appeared,  a  syMem  of  bible  Christianity. 

Truth  is  as  the  shining  light,  shining  more  and  more 
unto  the  perfect  day ;  but  the  day  of  reformation  was  not 
the  perfect  daj  of  toleraiidn.  It  is,  indeed,  deeply  to  be 
lamented,  that  thoso  very  men  who  had  escaped  from  the 
hands  of  blind,  furious  papists,  with  but  the  skin  of  their 
teeth,  should  tarn  their  hands  against  eaeh  other ;  bit 
thb  was  the  ease.  Strigelius,  a  disciple  of  Melancthon 
for  maintaining  the  doctrine  of  fret  wiUj  was  aceused  of 
heresy  by  professor  Flacens  before  the  civil  power,  fbr 
which  the  free-wilier  was  imprisoned,  and  compelled  to 
renounce  his  error,  or  to  appear  to  do  so,  in  order  to 
obtain  his  release.  The  same  violent  measures  were 
adopted  against  Pencer  and  his  friends  for  denying  the 
real  presence  in  the.sacramental  supper.  Ten  years  did 
this  reputed  heresiareh  suffer  imprisonment,  to  shew  that 
bigotry  i$  a  cruel  persecutor^  whether  he  be  a  papist  or 
pratestant.  In  order  lo  preserve  uniformity,  the  rigid 
Lutherans  drew  np  a  form  of  concord^  to  which  the 
more  moderate  objected ;  this  attempt  to  heal  the  breach 
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«iilj  widened  it,  by  slMupening  the  edge  of  spirited  ud 
high  wroaght  netal.  Bat  the  C(meord  at  lengih  obiain* 
ed  (he  saDeHon  of  the  magi«trate,  and  aJI  who  dared  to 
oppose,  felt  the  eonseqnenee  in  imprisooment  aad  in  ba« 
Bishnent ;  aad  the  ehief  objeetor,  Crellias,  in  the  event, 
lot!  hit  life  as  a  martyr  to  his  eause.  Ihis  spirit  of 
peneeatioB  was  not  patronized  by  the  great  body  of  the 
litttheran  ebnreh  $  it  rose  among,  and  wa»  aeted  upon 
by,  men  of  party,  and  men  of  furious  tempers  j  on  then 
let  the  blame  rest.  These  are  a  disgraee  (q  (hat  gospel 
whieh  is  distinguished  by  a  message  of  merey  and  peaee. 

Before  the  elose  of  the  eentury,  we  eannot  but  remark 
the  great  deeline  of  vital  godliness,  in  this  department 
of  the  Christian  ehoreh.  An  e&emption  from  outward 
perseeution  brought  many  into  the  office  of  the  ministry, 
and  many  more  into  the  profession  of  protestantism; who 
were  destitute  of  all  the  grand  requisites :  they  eonsid- 
ered  religion  as  a  thing  of  course,  and  their  profession 
ef  it  was  attended  with  no  departure  from  the  maxima 
and  spirit  of  the  world.  Hence  Mosheim  observes,  that 
**  the  Lutherans  were  remarkably  depraved ;  that  multi- 
todes  offended  the  public  by  audacious  irregularities  | 
that  discipline  vanished,  either  through  the  earelessnesf 
or  impotence  of  the  elerieal  arm."  In  this  and  in  eve- 
ry age,  both  ancient  and  modem,  we  shall  find  the  real 
followers  of  the  Lamb,  not  among  the  multitude,  nor 
with  the  furious  disputants ;  they  are  generally  in  the 
more  private  walks  of  life,  and  doubtless  there  were 
many  of  these  whose  names-  were  never  written  in  the 
annals  of  the  visible  church. 

But  this  great  defection  in  the  Lutheran  efaareh  may 

easily  be  accounted  for,  if  what  Mosheim  says  be  cor« 

rect,  <^  That  the  doctrine  of  this  church  hath  changed 

hf  dtgrets  its  original  form^  and  been  improved  and|icr- 

iiL 
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fMed  io  maay  rapeett,  espeeiallj  in  the  doetriaet  of 
yV^  trtU,  predestination  and  other  poifits^  in  wMeh  Hie 
Lniberan  systems  of  divinity,  of  an  earlier  date,  are  so 
fur  surpassed  by  those  of  modem  times."  Every  tree 
is  known  by  iU  IHiit.  It  seems  rather  strange  that  the 
Lutheran  scheme,  so  improwd  and  perfected  by  modem 
times,  should  produce  sueh  degenerate  fruit  in  the  auda* 
^Ums  irregularities  of  its  members.  But  this  is  the 
grand  error  into  wbieh  all  such  doctors  fall;  they  con- 
aider  the  doctrines  of  grace  as  leading  to  licentiousness, 
ivhile  they  must  see  (if  they  can  see  any  thing)  that  li- 
eentiousness  is  the  uniform  result  nf  the  decline  of  those 
doctrines,  and  of  the  advance  of  their  own  graceless 
and  demoralizing  system. 

Reformed  Church.  This  branch  of  the  protest- 
ant  body  comprises  the  followers  of  Zuim^lius,  and  of 
CjLLViN.  These  differed  exceedingly  little  in  doctrinal 
points  from  the  Lutherans.  In  (he  ordinance  of  the 
supper  they  embraced  the  more  simple  and  scriptural 
idea  of  symbol^  refusing  to  admit  the  real  presence.  Zn- 
inglius  precede^  Calvin  in  the  v^rk  of  reformation,  and 
may  be  considered  as  the  father  of  the  reformed  chorclu 
This  great  man  entertained  a  more  simple  idea  of  eccle- 
siastical ceremonies  than  seme  of  his  eoteroporaries. 
^  Whilst  Luther  tolerated  images,  tapers,  altars,  exor- 
cism, and  auricular  confession,  he  swept  all  the  trap- 
pings of  superstition  away,  reducing  the  worship  to  the 
standard  of  utmost  simplicity,  divested  alike  of  garb  or 
ornament."  But  in  matters  otgovemmeni  Zoiuglios  dif- 
fered very  Jittle  from  the  Lutheran  scheme.  He  fell  ia 
battle,  A.  D.  1080,  attending  the  army  in  the  office  of 
chaplain.  His  death  was  a  matter  of  triumph  to  his 
enemies,  but  the  loss  was  more  than  repaired  in  Calvin- 

JoaN.CALvur  was  bora  ia  the  year  id09>  atNojea  ia 
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Pieardj  $  bit  edoeatioo  wm  with  a  riew  to  a  beaefioa  i« 
the  Roman  eommanion :  but  ibete  ttudies  were  for  a 
while  laid  aside,  and  his  attention  directed  to  the  law  | 
bat  the  great  eontrorersies  which  then  agitated  the  mo- 
ral world  attracted  his  notice,  and  he  formed  a  resola- 
tion  of  taking  a  part  in  them.  The  cause  he  advocated 
in  these  disputes  exposed  him  to  the  fury  of  Francis  L 
to  escape  which  he  fled  to  Basil,  where  he  wrote  hit 
Christian  Institutks,  a  work  considered  not  only  as 
tk  standard  of  orthodoiy,  but  is  also  greatly  admired  for 
its  style  and  elegance  as  a  latin  classical  performance. 
In  the  year  1041,  Calvin  ventured  to  settle  at  Genkva. 
Here  he  founded  a  seminary  which  obtained  a  legal  char* 
tAr,  and  continued  to  flourish  under  his  presidency  and 
direction  until  his  death.  In  the  literary  pursuits  of 
tBis  eollea^  he  was  assisted  by  the  celebrated  Thbo- 
iH>aE  BazA,  and  other  eminent  men.  The  form  of 
ehnrch  government  laid  down  by  Calvin  was  designat** 
ed  Presbyterian,  in  which  all  ministers  were  equal  in 
rank  and  order.  For  the  management  of  spiritual  af« 
Jkirs  a  ignod  was  elected,  consisting  of  ministers  and 
lay -elders.  These  sy  nodical  districts  were  again  asso* 
elated  on  momentous  occasions,  which  formed  the  gme* 
Ttd  assembly*  This  form  of  ecclesiastical  government 
baa  for  its  batis  the  elective  fight  of  the  people  ;  by 
their  appointment  the  authority  is  vested  in  the  hande 
•f  the  clergy,  associated  with  some  elder  members  fromi 
the  congregation.  In  this  code  there  is  no  necessary  al« 
lianee  between  theehureh  and  the  state,  nor  did  Calvis 
leave  the  elvil  magistrate  in  the  possession  of  any 
•piritnal  authority  whatever.  The  Genevan  plan  wa9 
adopted  in  JPVimce,  Holland  and  8eatUmdy  while  the 
Bwise  preferred  the  system  laid  down  by  their  leader 
^Saiiisfint.    la  these  several  ehurehet  sttiei  wnifatmilhf 
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ui  diMipliae  and  ritaal  wm  mC  rigiiiy  iiMted  «pMi  B«r 
•teerradjia  matten  af  lau  uapariaaee  aaek MMMnka 
was  left  to  its  awn  dberetiaa. 

Di?emtj  In  the  externals  mt  the  ehnreh  was  adaitlai 
%j  a  standing  maxim,  namelj,  <«  TImU  Jesns  Ckrist  has 
kit  an  reeord  no  express  injanetions  with  respcet  la  tha 
axtemal  form  of  government  which  is  to  be  abscnred  hi 
hb  ehnreh ;  hence  e?erj  nation  has  a  right  to  estaUish 
such  a  form  as  seems  eondneiro  to  the  interests,  and 
soitahle  to  the  peculiar  state,  eircamstanees,  and  ezigea- 
aies,  of  the  eommonity."— Upon  this  principle  Baglaad 
retained  Episoopaot. 

The  change  which  took  place  in  England  daring  the 
reign  of  Henry  VIII.  only  went  to  the  demolition  of  pape- 
ry ;  popish  prelaey  still  remained,  and  so  it  aontinaed 
ihroagh  the  life  of  Edward.  The  short  reign  of  Mary 
did  bat  JQst  reinstate  the  papal  dominion,  and  the  one- 
aesulon  of  Queen  Elizabetht  again  restored  the  sysless 
established  by  her  late  brother.  €ranmer  was  at  the 
head  of  ecclesiastical  affairs  during  the  days  of  Edward, 
and  much  was  prepared  ready  to  the  hand  of  Elizabeth. 
The  articles  of  religion—the  litufgy— the  form  of 
;ehnrGh  discipline— 4he  supremacy— -together  with  maay 
other  matters,  more  or  less  important,  had  already  beea 
in  force  $  she  had  therefore  only  to  say,  <  These  thiags 
■hall  be,'  to  recall  the  exiles,  and  to  place  herself  at  the 
head  of  the  whole  system,  and  all  things  fell  in  of  course* 
But  we  must  not  fail  to  notice,  that  in  the  cstablbhmeat 
of  protestantism  in  England,  many  of  the  popish  cleigy 
lad  conformed,  to  keep  thetr  liTings,  while  their  hearts 
were  as  decidedly  popish  as  before ;  this  prored  a  souroe 
of  trouble  to  thh  best  friends  of  reformation  ;  and  the 
^aeen  too,  though  an  opponent  to  the  pope  of  Rome,  yet 
like  her  ikther,  woald  herself  be  pope  in  Eiq;lamL 
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TMi  bmMk  of  tk»  rtfcnMd  ebvrob,  thtrefbre,  exM* 
Mted  mmth  o#  the  pomp  and  appearance  of  the  old  hierw 
areii/.  All  the  aeet  as  ettabltehed  by  the  Roman  pon^ 
tiff  vomahicd  as  befbre  ;  and  dioeesan  episeopaej,  as  It 
ivuaim  to  the  present  daj,  became  the  form  of  the  Ei^ 
gKsh  ehnreh. 

.  Under  thb  form  of  ehnreh  government  there  was  no 
•dteraatiTe ;  a  man,  whether  elergjrman  or  lajman,  most 
eonibrm  to  all  and  every  thing,  or  be  liable  to  the  impn- 
tation  of  heresy,  and  in  danger  of  the  royal  displeasure. 
This  act  of  uniformity  gave  great  oSfenee  to  many  of  the 
protestants,  and  especially  to  those  who  had  taken  shel* 
ter  in  the  continental  churches  daring  the  bloody  reign 
of  Mary,  and  had  returned  on  the  accession  of  Elizabctlk 
These,  from  their  intimacy  with  Calvin,  and  their  ob- 
•cfvance  of  church  rules  abroad,  were  much  displease^ 
with  the  new  English  hierarchy.  They  contended  for 
mmore  spiritual,  simple,  and  scriptural  system,  which 
Ihey  conceived  necessary  in  order  to  purer  worship  and 
mamter$.  These  objectors  to  the  established  religion 
obtained  the  denomination  of 

Puritans.  The  doctrine  of  the  church  was  no  occa- 
sion of  dissatisfketion  ;  here  they  were  quite  as  strenu- 
ous and  as  orthodoi  as  the  artieles  could  be ;  but  the 
episcopal  and  priestly  vestments— the  different  orders  of 
the  clergy — tbe  cathedral  service — fasts  and  festiTals— . 
the  sign  of  the  cross  in  baptism — the  public  reading  of 
•pocryphal  scripture — the  divine  right  of  episcopaey-^i 
tbe  objection  to  presbyterian  ordination — these  things, 
in  the  estimation  of  the  puritans,  savoured  too  much  of 
popery,  and  became  a  mighty  source  of  offence.  Some 
of  the  puritans  were  more  moderate,  and  would  have 
conformed  if  so  great  stress  had  not  been  laid  upon  some 
•f  the  most  objectionable  ceremonies.  The  puritans 
S  L  ^  n        ] 
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WmM  Ml  hare  •kje«l«4  !•  a  fUtliaet  JMtt  Hn*  tkeekr^* 
gy:,  pravMcd  liit  mmv  papitli  ^wtti  Miglit  hate  htca 
jiipgMtJ  witb|  «T  wt cpiiatyxe J  ia  kMlfM  grant* 
•••rMaf  AisMtliiAMtiM^  if  ike  astiiarity  madi  fiaipjrf 
thai  eSealHriBaCbMaeairM  to  task  aacatraae.  Bat 
BttBahetkaarrMitfrkhaiiigh  kaad,  aa4  waaUaak* 
aut  tn  aa  eaMprMaiie.  The highcemmimmi  cmtri  was 
areetdl  far  tlia  parpate  tf  tamiag  all  refinaatary  ■piiitif 
aad  tkaallkera  that  actad  ia  tkb  eoart  praaaadai  iaa 
auMaar  la  tralj Tialaat,  that  itaaavadaa  if  tha  halj  ia* 
faititioB  was  agaia  rasaaad  ia  Baglaad. 

Ia  the  first  ttaget  of  tha  refmnatiaa  aaiar  kiag  Bd» 
ward^  tha  preabjtariaa  aharehes  aa  tha  aaatiaaat  waia 
hakaowladged  as  siater  cMtrehct,  aad  tka  diCNaaaa  ia 
ofdioatioB  was  aot-  to  ha  aiada  a  har  to  Christaaa  IsU 
lowsbip.  But  when  ia  the  days  of  Elisabeth^  Dr.  Baa» 
oroft  and  soma  others  asserted  the  iMm  rigM  of  apia* 
eopaey,  and  daelared  against  the  eqaality  of  prashyteny 
all  this  fellowship  was  at  onae  destroyed,  aad  tha  Ei^ 
fish  refbrsBers  were  divided  into  two  powerAil  Ih^iaas. 
Oa  tha  side  of  divine  episeopaej,  were  the  tpieea,  tha 
Ihr  greater  part  of  the  dig;Bitaries,  a  najoritj  of  hoth 
lioases  of  parliaaieat,  together  with  a  aaasiderahle  part 
of  the  natioa;  these  possessed  the  greatest  share  af 
aathoritjy  aad  of  eoorse  tha  opposite  party  were  aater 
the  neaessity  of  sebmittiag.  Bat  it  mast  be  reasenshe^ 
od  that  these,  thoogh  in  the  minority,  were,  Ibr  tha  BMiat 
part,  men  of  learning,  men  wlia  had  Tentared  their 
Htos  in  the  eanse  of  reformation,  aad  ia  saeh  eat^^ 
prises  had  gained  no  smaM  renown.  Ia  additiaata 
their  exterior  endowments,  they  ware  respaetad  ibr 
geaaine  piety  and  purity  of  manners ;  by  these  BMaas 
they  hatlassoeiated  with  themselves  many  frieads  Aam 
among  tha  laity,  aad  tharaby  vaadaiad  thaamalraa  aal 
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•aly  a  rttpeeUble,  b«l  a  powtrfbl  party.  The  history 
of  iMt  k^ij  •f  OhrittiaM  will  tfm  a  aontpieiiout  fea^ 
tara  in  the  saceeediBg  a§M,  dawn  to  tko  preseol  day* 

Tha  Mffcriagfl  af  the  poritaas  doabtlest  were  ^reat, 
bat  their  waai  ef  aaioo  amoeg  themselves  exposed  them 
la  addilianal  dMeelties,  for  they  were  almost  as  into-* 
leraat  aae  towards  another,  as  were  their  episcopal  ad« 
▼ersaries  tawards  them«  Uenee  they  were  eotistantly 
splHtiBs  iato  purttes :  one  of  the  most  eonspicuonsi  and 
akimalely  one  of  the  most  respeetable,  was  ihe 

CoKORSOATioKAL  denomioatioii.  The  first  ehorek 
gsUkered  opoa  this  prineipal  was  by  Robert  BroWHj  a 
■saa  of  seine  repute  dr  talent  and  for  orthodoxy,  bat 
of  a  warm  temper,  and  rather  rash,  than  firm.  Hit 
aaparaAioa  from  the  great  body  of  the  puritans  was  sole* 
ly,  U  seems,  on  the  tubjeet  of  ehnrch  government.  He 
eaneeived  that  all  soeieties  of  Christians  separated  by 
leeal  eireamstanees,  shauld  also  be  so  many  distinei 
and  aacontieeted  ehnrehes,  each  having  its  own  pastor, 
oliasen  and  raised  to  that  ottee  by  the  members,  and 
heidiBg  that  ofl&eial  eharaeter  during  their  pleasure, 
Bot  being  permitted  to  exercise  his  pastoral  fbnetione 
beyond  the  booads  of  hb  own  people.  In  ehnrehes  eon« 
ilitated  upon  Brown'is  principles  the  exercise  of  preach- 
big  or  leaching  was  not  confined  to  the  pastor,  hot  any 
bralber,  ef  snficitnt  ability)  might  edify  the  people. 
Tbis  system  of  government  was  asserted  by  its  abettor 
ia  be  •fUmmerigki  but  anhappily  for  its  credit.  Brown 
was  after  all  a  wavering  and  unfaithful  man.  After 
eaString  considerably  from  the  higher  powers,  for  his 
aan-eeafonaity,  submitted  to  the  discipline  of  cpisco* 
paey,  and  abtained  a  living  in  Northamptonshire,  where 
be  ftnisbed  his  days  in  a  manner  too  di^raceful  to  be 
acfcaawkdged  by  any  party.    Tbe  eaose  ef  Ooogrega^ 
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tiMMUifm,  frketber  dknne  •r  Mty  ««■!  lutve  1 
para  UiMi  its  first  bold  aad  ratM  MMrtvtt  or  it 
Bot Jutve  obtotned  te  tlM  preMit  day,  abttled  mad  ot^ 
ported  as  it  luiB  been,  bj  §mwtt  af  the  best  JAd  | 
characters  that  ever  adamed  the  dmreh  af  J 

Thb  Mora  viak  BamTHaBw,  assaeiated  with  the  paiv 
seeoted  followers  of  Uass,  were  dnrea  bj  the  popish 
emissaries^  aboat  the  year  1098,  iato  Pelaad,  whim,  Ibr 
a  time,  the j  were  aatted  with  the  Lutheraas  $  bai  wttm 
a  while  thej  Ml  ia  with  the  feimned  partj,  reHmnag^ 
at  the  same  time,  their  episcopal  dncipliBe,  by  which 
they  arc  distingaished  to  the  present  day;  bat  by  their 
labours  and  purity,  and  deadness  to  the  world,  they  aie 
still  more  disting^shed.  The  name  of  MoraviaB  ehareh 
will  be  known,  as  toni^  as  pare  and  andefiled  rdifpoa  li 
to  be  found  on  the  earth. 

DiTERS  Sects.  It  is  not  possible  to  redaee^all  Aose 
who  separated  from  the  ehoreh  of  Roaic  tc  either  of  the 
above  dcaominatioas.  The  sect  of  the  Anabaptists 
were  so  called  from  their  refusing  to  bapt^  ia^uite, 
and  thm  re«baptizing  all  converts  from  other  comma- 
tiions.  MmUxer  and  Stork,  together  with  some  others 
equally  fanatical  and  Ttolent,  stood  IVirth  daring  the 
Lutheran  contest,  asserting  the  spiritaality  of  Christ 
kingdom  to  the  destraction  of  all  temporal  anthority 
tad  rule.  The  abettors  of  such  a  prcposterons  system 
soon  rendered  theiaselTes  obnoxious  to  the  civil  power, 
and  became  in  the  estimation  of  their  votaries,  martyrs 
to  their  cause.  But  the  death  of  the  leaders,  in  this 
strange  experiment,  annibilated  not  the  party,  thongh 
It  contributed  greatly  to  soltea  down  their  courage,  aad 
in  some  meesore  to  correct  their  errors.  At  the  head 
of  the  Anabaptist  scheme,  after  a  few  years,  appeared 
>f  caao,  a  man  of  a  much  better  character  and  ^irit 
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than  kit  predeettMrs.  Bj  the  genUenett,  piety,  an- 
WMuraed  diligea6e<t  and  powerfuk  preaehtiig  of  MeasO) 
(wko  kad  been  fdrmerlj  a  popisk  priest,)  this  seet  ob- 
taiaed  a  repotatiaa  miknowo  and  uapostested  before. 
Under  the  Jast  aad  benign  government  of  Willianiy 
|»rinee  of  Orangey  ikey  gained  a  qniet  lettleHienl,  and 
kad  opportnaitj  to  spread  tkeir  sentiments  :  the  most 
^tingnished  of  whieh  were,  adnit  baptism,  to  the  ex* 
aineion  of  infants — ^the  millennium — the  unlawfulness 
•f  war  and  of  oaths— and  the  eqoalit  j  of  all  eharaeters 
ia  tkeir  eommunion. 

But  tke  anabaptists  were  not  all  agreed  in  the  lead* 
iag  points  of  their  faith ;  one  party  embraeed  the  doe* 
triaea  of  Calvin,  while  the  tfther  declared  for  the  Pela- 
gian seheoie.  To  the  present  day  the  Baptisu  are  thus 
divided,  the  former  denominated  jiorHeafar,  the  latter^ 
gmmA  Baptists.  A  few  of  this  seet,  observing  tko 
Jawisk  sabbath,  are  ealled  Sevmdh  Oaf  B^isU. 

That  flood  of  light  whieh  broke^f  n  upon  the  world  at 
tke  reformation,  proved  too  strong  for  soine  eyes;  they 
were  daazled,  and  saw  nothing  elearly.  Soroo  earried 
tkeir  objeetions  to  the  superstitions  and  absurdities  of 
popery  so  far  as  to  deny  the  divinity  of  revelation  alto- 
gether. Others  reduced  the  saered  volume  to  the  stan- 
dard of  human  reason,  declaring,  that,  ^<  whatever  sur- 
passes tke  limits  of  human  eomprehension,  is  to  bo  ex- 
eloded  from  the  Christian  profession.  This  is  the  prin* 
elple  upon  whieh  Faugtus  8oeinu8  erected  thoseaoeietiea 
hearing  his  aame.  About  the  middle  of  this  century, 
daring  the  keat  of  tkose  contests,  into  whieh  the  relbr* 
Mart  were  plunged,  some  doctors  and  philosophers  ooa* 
aaived  the  establishment  of  a  more  rational  Christianity 
than  what  had  as  yet  prevailed.  Among  these  philoso- 
pkioal  reformers  stood  fortk  Jiichad  ftrviltis  a  8pan-> 
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ji  ■ 
uh  phjtieiiui,  LmliuM  SoGinmt  aad  Fmu$h»  Soeumit 
BeplMw  of  Lidittf.  These  mea  deriTM  pfineipallj 
tbeir  tenets  from  the  M  sjttem  of  Origes,  fikbellnsy 
aad  Arias ;  bat  professed  to  be  the  diseiples  of  ao  mmih 
omlj  the  followers  of  seienee.  This  seet  was  exposed, 
like  all  others  who  protested  agaiast  RoauiB  tjraMjy 
to  perseeotioB  and  were  in  eoasequeaee  drivea  abaat  to 
seek  asjIoM  aad  rest  wherever  iC  might  bo  foand.  A 
aamber  of  them  fled  into  Folaad  where  they  ftonrished 
Terj  eouiderabJy  onder  the  protoetioa  and  patroaago 
of  J.  Siemcenius  palatine  of  Podolia  who  boilt,  ch^j 
lor  their  use,  the  eitj  of  Rme&w,  Here  the  Soeiaiaas 
almost  assamed  the  eonseqaenee  of  a  legal  aad  exelo* 
sire  establishment :  here  thej  ereeted  an  aeademj  aad 
composed  and  pablished  a  formulary  of  doetriaeylciiowB 
by  the  aame  of  the  Eacoviau  Cateehi9m.  From  Palaad 
ihm  doetrines  of  this  party  made  their  way  into  Traa* 
sylyania  about  IMa,  and  were  maeh  indebted  Ibr  their 
saeeess  to  the  address  aad  industry  of  fifeoi^  Blandra" 
iMf,  physician  to  8igismund  the  reigning  pnoee.  Fraa* 
ais  David  was  seperintendant  of  the  ehnrehes  in  this 
region,  but  he  professed  a  farther  departure  firom  the 
orthodox  faith  than  'Soeiaus,  for  which  he  was  perse- 
euted  by  his  superiors  in  the  same  ehureh.  These  8oet* 
man  ehnrehes,  both  in  Poland  and  iaTransylTaoiayeoB* 
tiaued  to  maintain  an  existence  through  the  eeBtury^  but 
owiag'  to  persecution,  and  to  the  lifeless  materials 
of  which  they  were  eomposed,  they  dwindled  away,  or 
left  oaly  some  nmnorials^hieh  eharaeterise  them  as  a 
aeet  of  philosophort,  rather  thaa  as  a  part  of  tbe  Chris* 
tian  eommuaion.  Thus  stood  the  reformed  or  protest* 
ant  ohnrehos  at  the  eoaelnsion  of  the  sixteenth  century. 
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eHAPTBR  X. 

RXTIXW  or  THX  RsrORMATIOV. 

HiMOB  the  introduetioii  of  the  gtspel  to  mankind,  six- 
teen  hundred  years  have  elapsed,  a  small  proportion  of 
whieh  eihibits  Cbristianitj  in  its  native  simplieitj  and 
glory*  The  accession  of  Constantino  in  the  fourth  een* 
tarj,  though  it  delivered  the  ehureh  from  her  pagan 
persecutors,  contributed  little  to  her  real  advantages 
That  mystery  of  iniquity  which  had  been  working  from 
the  apostolic  age,  and  had  been  slowly  gathering  »trengthy 
soon  mstured  under  the  smiles  of  a  civil  establishment. 
From  the  time  of  papal  usurpation  to  the  reformation^was 
a  long  and  gloomy  period— -a  night  of  a  thousand  years^ 
from  whieh  we  have  emefged  during  the  century  now 
under  review* 

The  evils  arising  from  papal  domination  were,  in 
their  moral  and  political  character,  of  the  worst  kind 
that  could  possibly  befall  the  human  race:  all  civil 
g6vemment  was  prostrate  before  the  chair  of  St  Peter, 
The  wealth  of  nations  could  not  be  legally  possessed 
by  its  right  owners,  but  as  a  large  proportion  was 
thrown  into  the  coffers  of  the  church.  A  vast  part  of 
the  population  in  every  Christian  country,  instead  of 
being  employed  in  useful  avocations,  were  leading  an 
idle  and  disorderly  life  in  caves  and  convents,  or  wan- 
dering all  the  world  over,  circulating  the  most  abomi* 
ble  falsehoods,  and  committing  the  worst  of  crimes. 
Nonsense  and  superstition  were  the  summit  of  learn* 
ing;  and  the  glory  af  man  consisted  in  his  living  and  dy« 
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^  im  the  failb  aod  fmToor  •f  the  Wy  MiUi#Ue  ckvrck 
Tfci»  ▼••i  Wmt«,  with  all  iu  appcsdajf^e  rf  ttrenstii  ni 
•f  lykiifcT,  it  set  Ml  fire  by  tke  tur«r  of  TBim, 
w4  im  a  tri«e  redaeed  ta  a  eraaAtiag  eiader ;  and  tn 
Ua^  iIm  tptrii  af  talaraliaa  tball  eonplete  what  rcAv-  | 
wtiaa  M  glariaady  begaa,  aad  Ike  aAet  ef  thif  ae- 
aaraed  pile  eliall  be  east  lata  tbe  great  riTer,  aad  aerer 
BMre  be  fauad  at  ail. 

All  rerealed  trath  it  eaataiaed  ia  the  halj  aeriptaret: 
the  sappretiiaa  therefare,  af  the  taered  araek,  was  Ac 
graad  eagiae  of  papal  eaeeeM,  aad  ta  the  briagiag  ef  ft 
agmta  to  light  was  the  graad  eause  ef  the  papal  a?er- 
threw.  The  saered  beaks  of  the  New  Testameal  wcia 
first  traasUted  iato  the  aatiye  toagaes  of  the  aevenl 
eonntries  where  they  were  iatrodueedy  aad  afterward^ 
the  books  of  the  Old,  received  the  same  daetdatfoa. 
This  inportaat  work  was  faeilttated,  soTeraily,  hy 
Waldoy  Wiekiiff;  Tyndal,  Latber,  aad  aiaay  athera. 
The  art  of  priDtiog  beiog  diseovered  and  adopted  aboat 
this  period,  rendered  the  pnblieatioa  of  the  seriptaret 
almost  universal  and  irresistible.  The  papal  ehaat  waa 
hereby  laid  open,  aad  mea  eould  not  help  bat  see.  Ta 
read  tbe  scriptures,  the  soriptares  themselves  dedarad, 
was  a  duty  incumbent  on  all;  and  when  oaee  tha 
fact  came  abroad,  ten  thousand  tongues  were  in  aMtiaa 
to  tell  the  wondrous  tale.  The  popes  chtmonred  aad 
issued  their  bulls,  but  it  was  too  late;  tbe  mighty  seerrt 
was  revealed,  and  to  know  it  was  not  nnlawfbl.  With 
the  publication  of  the  scriptures,  came  forward  expoii« 
tlons  and  commentaries  in  abnadanee.  The  press  pre- 
sently teemed  with  books:  to  have  bunf^  them  all, 
would  have  set  all  the  cities  in  Christendom  on  fire ! 

The  divine  right  of  the  papacy  to  exercise  aathority 
over  royalty,  was  a  mighty  engine  of  ghostly  asarpa- 
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Uoiu  Lntlier  ua^^i  oien  othcrwiit,  anil  preteHtly  tHed 
the  eiperiment.  The  kiogdooii  and  ttatee  Mserted  their 
mkvd  birthright,  and  the  peeple  re^  to  the  defesee  ef 
Uieir  liberties;  and  it  was  soon  Ibuod  that  it  wa«  nem 
AffaiiMt  hi  avea  to  rebel  agaiMt  the  pope,  provided  holy 
father  had  it  not  in  his  power  to  ehaMise.  The  deity 
and  supremaej  of  the  pope  being  disprored,  he  sank 
4awn  to  a  level  with  hie  fellow  ereatares,  and  was  ob- 
liged to  eenient  himself  with  jnst  as  mueh  aothority,  aa 
tkm  frteadlj  monarchs  were  disponed  to  grant  him. 

Heoee,  a  new  tone  was  given  to  publie  opinion :  it 
•ed  like  wildfire  through  the  world.  Men  found  it  to 
l^ir  interest  to  believe  in  the  new  doetrines,  and  when 
QMe  soeh  a  persuasion  prevailed,  it  was  no  easy  thing 
te  hrtng  opinion  baek  again  to  its  former  standard. 

The  refemation  gave  an  opportunity  to  men  of  real 
piety  to  eom  forward  and  assert  the  grand  and  peenlfar 
^Mtrines  of  Christianity.  That  there  were  some  few 
even  in  the  Roman  eommnnion  who  loved  and  feared 
God  eannot  be  donbted  5  these  waited  for  the  eonsola- 
tion  of  Israel,  and  as  soon  as  the  time  of  refreshing  wan 
eome,  some  of  these  warmly  espoused  the  glorious  eanse^ 
aad  were  led  on,  step  by  step,  into  all  the  great  and 
glorious  truths  of  that  gospel  whieh  before  they  had 
seen  only  in  part.  The  perseeuted,  also,  lifted  up  their 
bead  5  the  Waldenses,  Albigeises,  and  many  of  ibe  fol- 
BowersofWiekliff,  of  Jerome,  aad  of  Buss,  were  in- 
dueed  to  lesve  their  hiding  plaees  and  to  join  the  re-^ 
farmers.  And  it  is  «a  be  believed,  that  the  greatest  share 
«f  viUl  godliness  was  found  among  these  reeluse  and 
perseeuted  people;  for,  with  the  irst  protestants,  suek 
as  Luther  aad  his  immediate  eolleagues,  mueh  of  the 
benign  and  true  spirit  of  the  gospel  was  lost  or  ob- 
•eared^  by  the  vehemeal  eoatrovtfiiei  in  whick  they 
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,  Mid  ia  tibe  paliiieal  Meararet  tbey  were 
itimiMd  u  adept. 
.  The  tpirUef  Ike  refenaaliea  ia  KagUad  diftred  ia 
mmm  degvee  freai  that  wkieh  narked  tke  relWaiatMi 
•a  Ike  ttatia<af.  la  Genaaay,  it  begaB  witk  aa  eeele* 
aiattff :  aeitker  pelitiet  aer  tke  eapriee  of  a  priaee  ka4 
mtj  kud  ia  its  eeanaeaeeaieat ;  the  qoestion  wae  be* 
toeea  tke  pepe  aad  oae  ef  hb  ^lergjr  en  the  tot^t  ef 
iadalgeaeei ;  tke  meaareks  afterward  took  up  tbe  qaar* 
lel  $  bat  thie  was  ehiefly  ia  the  way  of  defence,  and  tke 
TaevasT  tkey  eatered  wai  rather  for  reiigioos  Kberty^ 
tfMUi  fiiff  aay  ^iviX  or  politieal  purpose.  In  England  it 
wae  etberwise:  Henry  broke  with  the  pope  upoa  a 
ptiaelple,  ekaraeteristie  of  a  base  aad  vile  paseioii» 
Wketker  kis  huliaess  had  a  right  to  eonstrain  kioi  e« 
die  sabjeet  of  his  marriage  with  Queen  Cathariae,  ia 
Bet  the  qaeetioB :  but  it  is  eertaia  that  he  separated 
iraai  tke  eaAkolie  eoainianion  not  upon  any  reformat  ie« 
priaeiple ;  kn  elgeet  was  to  repudiate  his  wife  and  to 
■mrry  aaeiker,  and  by  easting  off  the  papal  yoke  he 
aaeamplitked  his  ead.  Henee  the  reformation  in  Eng- 
laad^  in  its  progress  aad  establishment,  differed  eieeed* 
iagly  ftwai  that  oa  tke  other  side  of  the  water. — While 
Lather  aad  kis  asseeiatesjeeadocted  the  eaase  ia  Ger- 
BMUiy  apoa  prtneiples  purely  eeelesiastieal,  Heary  aa 
Britaia  eaasalled  ehief  y  kis  owa  appetite  aad  ambitiea, 
aad  tke  refonaers  under  kirn  dared  to  advanee  ao  flirtker 
thaa-kie  tyraanieal  eapriee  gare  eonsent.  This  dr- 
eaaMtaaee  proved  a  great  bar  to  Teforatatioa  ia  Eag- 
laad,  and  eaeambered  the  protestant  religion  with  a 
hNidof  Isrmalities,  which  proved,  ia  after  a|ps,  a  source 
ef  eoaieatian  and  trouble.  This,  Cnuimer,  ia  a  pre- 
<kee  to  eae  of  the  serviee^books  laments,  adding^ 
HTkalik^kadgoasas  fiw  as  Ikeyeeald  ia  lefann- 
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iag  tbf  chnreb,  eonsidering  the  times  tkty  Krti  m^  m< 
lioped  they  that  eame  after  them  wooM,  ai  tliejr  mfgM^ 
io  mora.  King  Edward  in  hit  diary  laroentr  that  h^ 
•oald  Dot  restore  the  primitive  discipline  aeeoriiog 
to  his  heart's  desire,  because  several  of  the  bisllopi^ 
some  for  age,  some  for  ignorance,  and  some  for  their 
ill  name,  and  some  ont  of  love  to  popery,  were  unwiit- 
ing  to  it." 

In  this  review,  the  characters  of  Cranmer  and  Lall^ 
Bier,  should  be  taken  into  consideration.  Crahmbr  was 
brought  np  from  early  youth  in  the  fashions  and  follies 
of  the  world,  by  which  he  was  fitted  and  prepared  Air 
tbe  life  of  a  gentleman.  This  eireomstanee,  though  M 
did  not  destroy  a  spirit  of  inquiry,  yet  eontrlbaledl  no 
doubt  to  form  that  cautious,  and  even  yIeMing  eha^ 
raeter  which  the  life  of  Cranmer  displays.  He  was 
doobtless  a  protestant  from  eonvietion,  btt  he  ha4 
imbibed  so  much  of  the  spirit  of  the  times,  and  of  tb* 
eonrt  in  which  he  shone,  that  much  of  the  lustre  of  the  r^ 
Ibrnwr  was  eclipsed,  and  lost  in  the  eonrtier  and  tfeo 
dignitary.  Latimer  was  quite  another  man ;  he  w«s 
truly  an  ecclesiastic,  and  in  the  younger  part  of  his  Mb 
was  a  conscientious  papist :  but  upon  conversien,  he  bo- 
eame  as  decided  a  protestant.  He  could  never  trim  be«- 
tween  the  parties  i  for  conscience  sake  he  gave  vp  his 
bishopric,  and  for  the  same  reason,  refbscd  to  aco^  of 
it  again.    He  lived  a  martyr,  as  well  as  died  one. 

Besides  these  two  great  men,  there  were  several  mofo^ 
as  RiDLBT,  Hooper,  Tailor,  Rooers  and  others,  wka 
by  their  learning,  piety  and  avowed  dislike  to  tbopa»* 
paey,  contributed  according  to  their  several  Tiewt  ta 
tbo  establisbment  of  the  reformation,  but  they  wero  s* 
divided  among  themselves  on  the  subject  of  ectemuilei» 
habits,  doetriaes,  fto.  that  their  enemies  often  obtMM< 
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U  advMUge  •rer  Ihea.  It  it  nwk  tm  be  regretlfld 
that  «B7  wh«  broke  from  the  pertecstiag  ebarcli  ef 
BoBf ,  Mid  stood  forth  at  reformen,  tbovld  have  bee* 
Iheauelves  pertecotors.  Bet  we  oHitt  aeTertbeleao  4Fav 
a  broad  liae  of  di»tiiietioB  between  thooe  perteeetioai 
f  ractbed  bj  the  reformen  and  thooe  praetued  bj  the 
yapal  otQrpation«  Protestant  perteeation  wao  never 
oeen  in  sneh  aett  ai  ebaraeterue  Ihe  jMquiMUious  in  tho 
frequent  attaeks  open  the  Waldentes  $  in  the  nieasacrey 
ameltjy  and  butehery  of  black  BartkoUmew  dajf^  157S| 
in  the  horror  of  horrors  daring  the  re^  qf  Lmd*  fAt 
Fwarte^M,  J  With  shame  and  eonfusion  an  Engliahosan 
admits,  that  of  all  the  Reformed  ChoreheSy  the  Cknreh 
of  England  has  been  the  most  iatolerant  and  emelf  as 
the  hbtory  of  the  puritans  and  noneonformists  can  de« 
olare.  But  all  this— and  ,ali  this  added  to  all  the  per* 
larating  nets  of  reformers  on  the  eontinent  are  but  a 
pare  trilo  eompared  with  what  the  protostanta  have 
suffered  bj  popish  eraelt j  in  Frmice  mlona.  There  b 
oven  a  dbtinetion  to  be  made  between  a  eruel  peroeeu* 
lion  abetted  bj  a  single  government,  or  instigated  bj  a 
ehapter  of  intolerant  eeelesiasties,  and  Che  lawless  fury, 
and  unrestrained  violence  of  the  ehureh  of  Rome,  syste- 
matically exhibited  for  five  hundred  years  all  over  the 
civilised  world,  wherever  she  had  an  opportumty  of 
unfurling  the  bloody  banner. 

Persecution,  however,  in  every  grade  of  its  spirit  and 
growth  is  to  be  reprobated ;  ootwitbslanding,  1  am  un- 
der a  pretty  strong  persuasion,  from  what  1  have  seen, 
that  some  of  our  modern,  catholic,  liberal,  rational 
souls,  had  they  inhabited  the  bodies  of  some  of  the  doc- 
tors in  the  fifteetttb  and  sixteenth  centuries,  would  ht^t 
fcuen  OS  intolerant  as  some  of  (he  divines  of  tb^se  ages  ua« 
happily  were.    One  grand  defect  appears  to  have  been 
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retftiiied  hf  «H  parties  ef  tke  MliTe  reftnnen,  a  sptHI 
of  kMerame  -a  Tkdtat  rage  Ibr  imi/or«i<ly.  Theta 
thiogi  east  a  tkada  apoa  the  glorioat  works  of  a  Lottery 
a  Oattia^  a  Oaaa^r  and  smui j  ofhers.  A  elearer  sight 
iata  fliis  iaiportant  sobfeet  was  rMenred  for  later  ages> 
aad  to  proportion  aa  it  is  aoderslood  andl  aeted  npon  ia 
Mil  eeeleslastleal  laeasares,  the  more  is  the  tme  glory  of 
Chrisfiaaity  dtsphiyed,  and  the  trath  of  it  yerified. 

WiA  whaterer  strength  of  eipression  we  may  speift 
i^aiast  perseeators,  yet  Christianity  teaehes  vs  to  rendel* 
|;ood  fcr  eiril,  we  shooM  not  therefore  perseente,  perseea* 
tors,  no!  nor  shoald  we  perseenteeTea  the  memory  of  pei<- 
aeeotors.  Oalrin  we  admit,  perseeuted  Servetas,  anA 
perhaps  ethers  heside  hin,bat  hadCalrin  stadied  dirt- 
mity  and  ecelesiastieal  polity  ia  one  of  the  New  Eng-> 
land  Colleges,  and  graduated  in  the  eighteenth  eeatary, 
ke  had  probably  been  as  toleraat  and  eatholie  as  th6 
great  men  of  those  eolleges  now  may  be.  Bat  in  the 
nsatter  of  SerretusyCahrin  should  not  hoTO  obloqny  and 
Mame  heaped  npon  him  aboye  what  is  due.  And  from  the 
way  in  whieh  that  Iket  has  been  represented,  or  rather 
lalsrepresented,  the  eireumstanees  sf  the  Ihet  ought  to  be 
well  known. 

The  common  deelaimers  against  Calyin,  or  rather 
against  Calrinism,  assert  that  Calyin  was  the  principal 
agent  In  eibeting  the  death  of  Senretas }  that  Calyin  in 
order  to  efeet  this  sad  and  diigraeefbl  purpose,  had  re* 
aourse  to  base  and  cruel  means ;  that  such  was  Calyin's 
agency  in  this  affair  that  the  guilt  in  patting  Seryetus 
to  death  is  to  be  charged  upon  Calyin  alone.  The  cir« 
eumstances  of  Seryetus'  reputed  crime  and  punishment 
were  these«  Beryetus  had  embraced  opinions,  deemed 
by  the  orthodox,  heretical  aad  blasphemous.  These 
sentiments  he  had  published  to  tfie  werM  in  seyerr 
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treatifet  asder  TarioiM  titlet  an  Oe  TrimUiiU  Errortkm  $ 
InFtoUmeum  C(mmetUariu$s  toA . tkaUMo  €3iH^ 
mtii$mu    Id  these  writiogVy  nd  bj  speeches  em  tittle* 
gieal  tiibjeets  he  asierted  that.  One  G^i  tic.  tkrm  per- 
mms  uHis  a  Cerberus,  a  thru-headed  m^mim':  thal^^ 
was  Oody  and  Ood  was  all:  (bat,  The  BikLs  ceMnM 
imftoperl^  the  fertility  of  the  land  t^  CamMM^  wkUet  U 
was  unfruitful  and  barren.    Ta  Iheee^  tfca  oriked«i  si 
tbofle  timet  say,  he  added  insult  to  Ms  ofpomenU^  aad 
a  hectoring  boast  that  extraordinary  and  unheard  of 
things  were  to  be  seen  in  his  writings  if  men  wouU 
he  willing  to  read  them.    He  purtieularly  ehallen^ 
Calvin  to  suffer  him,  with  his  books,  ta  eone  la  Gaaeva. 
Calvin  <<  forewarned  him  what  he  mifhl  expeel  if  ho 
abonid  have  the  temerity  to  appear  hi  that  oity ;"  da» 
elaring  that  he  would  use  ^  his  anthority  i»  sneh  a  maA* 
ner  as  not  to  suflfer  him  to  depart  alive."    This  da* 
alaration  of  Galvia  was  seveh  years  belbra  Senrelaa 
was  condemned  at  Geneva.    Daring  this  period  Berv9^ 
tns  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  papisU  and  was  tried,  coft* 
demned,  and  imprisoned  at  Vienna  $  from  whence  ha 
made  his  escape,  and  sought  an  asgrlam  among  Iha 
protestants  at  Geneva;    he  was  in  this  city  scTerai 
weeks  before  he  was    apprehended.     If  Calvin  had 
aherished  any  particular  animosity  against  Senretna  ha 
might  have  caused  him  to  have  been  arrested  moeh 
sooner;  but  from  the  best  anthenticated  doeumenta,  it 
appears  that  Calvin  would  have  prevented  his  aamsng 
to  Oeneva»  and  when  be  did  venture  upon  this  eiperir 
ment  it  was  rather  regretted  by  Calvin:  for  such  were 
the  existing  laws  of  Geneva  that  the  identifieatioa  of 
aueh  a  man  as  Servetus  must  have  led  ta  his  apprebea- 
aion,  and  if  brought  to  trial  and  found  guilty,  his  deatk 
must  haye  been  the  tesnlt.    It  is  Mt  to  be  aoMaalad 
» 
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thM  Serf •tm  beiag  feoad  in  Geneva  was  made  a  prito- 
neri  ud  tkat  his  arrest  was  at  the  initigation  of  Calvin. 
Bat  thea  was  Servetas  the  objeet  only  of  Calvin's  fbry 
acad  iala^ranee  ?  DidCalvia  make  the  law  by  whieh  ha 
was  thas  perseented  %  or  did  Ciilvin  stir  up  the  magis- 
trates af  Geneva  ta  exert  an  anthorily  in  this  affair 
whieh  they  wooM  not  have^  exerted  but  for  him  ?  Let 
«s  see  haw  this  matter  stands.    Servetns  was  arrested 
fcj  the  eaaneil  af  Geneva;  upon  his  beeomiiig  their 
prisaaer,  the  eouneil  of  Vienna,  from  whose  judgment 
he  had  eseaped,  urged  their  elaim  to  Servetns ;  be  was 
kUto  bin  own  liberty  of  returning  to  his  former  judges 
at  Vienna,  but  he  <«  preferred  the  ehanee  of  a  more 
fkroarahla  judgment  at  Geneva,  to  the  certainty  of  suC- 
fering  tha  eapital  puaishment  pronounced  against  him 
at  Vienna,  where  he  had  been  condemned  to  be  burnt,'' 
-^  The  eaanail  of  Geneva,  thaagh  we  blame  the  prinr 
^ples  of  its  jorisprudenee,  neglected  nothing  to  disca^ 
var  tha  tmth ;  they  multiplied  their  interrogatories ; 
tky  employed  all  passible  means  to  make  Servetus  re- 
tract \  aad  as  they  experienced  the  inutility  of  these 
nMasnres,  they  wrote  to  the  reformed  Swiss  Cantons  for 
thair  adviea.    The  Swiss  Cantons  were  unanimous  in 
exhorting  the  council  to  pwdah  the  wicked  man^  and  to 
jnU  U  oMi  of  ku  pavDiT  to  increase  heresy.    If  Calvin 
nay  be  sapposed  to  have  influenced  the  council  of  Ge> 
■eva,  shall  he  domineer  at  his  pleasure  over  foor  coua- 
ails,  af  four  different  states,  all  the  persons  who  were 
aaasuHed  by  them  in  forming  their  judgments  I  Shall 
the  fury  imputed  to  him  render  so  many  magistrates 
arocl  whom  he  had  aever  known  i    It  must  be  confess- 
ed, that  tha  intolerant  spirit  of  the  age  dictated  the  sea* 
tenee  af  Servetns  at  Geneva ;  bat  it  is  not  equally  evi- 
4aBt  AtX  Calvin  wu  the  soU  aalhar  eft  that  atrocity, 
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aad  that  lie  laboured  with  ardour  to  aeeomplith  ft  OA 
the  S7th  of  October,  iSSS,  Serretnt  was  eondeoiBed  16 
be  barat  alive  ;  atad  the  seBtenee  was  eieeoted  the  saao 
day.''  How  men  with  the  New  Testaoietit  la  thefr 
haads  eoald  do  saeh  things,  one,  ia  these  days,  eaanot 
think  ^  Bot  if  we  eoald  transport  oarselves  into  thai 
age,  and  eontenplate  the  eirenmstanees  in  whieh  Gd- 
Tin  was  plaeed,  diyesting  oar  minds  of  prejadiee,  wo 
ihonld  no  donbt  perceive,  that  (he  sentence  was  that  dT 
the  civil  jndges,  and  that  thej  strictly  followed  th^ 
ordinary  coarse  of  the  law ;  that  Calvin  followed  the 
judgment  of  all  the  ecclesiastics  of  his  time  and  complied 
with  the  sanguinary  laws  of  every  country  in  Baropo 
against  heretics.'^  A  very  candid  and  tolerant  writer 
of  very  modem  date  says  on  this  subject,  that  ^perse- 
cution for  religious  principles  was  not  at  that  time  pec«« 
fiar  to  any  party  of  Christians,  but  common  to  all, 
whenever  they  were  invested  with  civil  power.  It  wift 
a  detestable  error,  but  it  was  the  error  of  the  age.  They 
looked  upon  heresy  in  the  same  light  as  we  look  apoa 
those  crimes  which  are  inimical  to  Ihe  peace  of  eiv3 
society,'  and,  accordingly,  proceeded  to  punish  heretics 
by  the  sword  of  the  civil  magistrate.  If  Sociaians  did 
not  persecute  their  adversaries  so  much  as  Trinitariaaa, 
it  was  because  they  were  not  equally  invested  with  the 
power  of  doing  so.  Mr.  Lindsay  acknowledges,  that 
FaustuB  Socinus  himself  was  not  free  from  die  spirit 
of  persecution  in  the  case  of  Francis  David^  stipertB* 
tendant  of  the  Unitarian  ehurehes  In  Transyiraaia. 
David  had  disputed  with  Socinus  on  the  invueatioa  of 
Christ,  and  died  in  prison  in  consequence  of  his  opiaioSy 
and  some  offence  taken  at  his  supposed  indiscreet 
opagation  of  it  from  the  pulpit.  <  I  wish  I  eooll 
'  adds  Mr.  Lindsay  *  that  Socinus,  or  his   firjod 
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BlaadraUy  hmd  done  all  in  their  power  to  preveDt  his 
eommiioieBty  er  procnre  his  release  afterwards.'  The 
diffisreae^  betweea  Soeiaas  and  David  was  very  slight ; 
Uiej  both  held  Christ  to  be  a  mere  man.  The  former, 
bowevery  was  for  praying  to  him;  whieh  the  latter 
with  mueh  greater  eonsisteney,  disapproved.  Consider* 
iog  thiS)  the  perseention  to  whieh  Soeions  was  aeeessary 
was  as  great  as  that  of  Calvin  $  and  there  is  no  reason 
in  think,  bnt  that  if  David  had  differed  as  mueh  from 
Soeinos  as  Senretus  did  from  Calvin,  and  if  the  eivil 
nagistrates  had  been  for  burning  him,  Soeinus  would 
iMtve  eoneurred  with  them.  To  this  it  might  be  added^ 
that  the  eonduet  of  Soeinus  was  marked  with  disingenu* 
onsness,  in  that  he  considered  the  opinion  of  David  in  no 
▼ery  heinous  point  of  light  $  but  was  afraid  of  inereas- 
iag  the  odium  under  >vhieh  he  and  his  party  already 
lajf  among  other  Christian  ehurehes. — It  wm  the  opi^ 
nUm  that  erroneous  religious  principUs  mre  puniehMe 
hy  the  civil  magigtrate;  this  doetrine  all  the  reformers, 
with  very  few  exeeptioas,  had  learned  at  Rome,  this  eon* 
miction  did  the  misehief,  whether  at  Geneva,  in  Transyl- 
vania, or  in  Britain  $  and  to  this,  rather  than  to  IWnito- 
rianism  or  to  Umtarianism^  it  ought  to  be  imputed.'' 

Historical  faets  have  given  us  an  opportunity  of  ob- 
serving the  distioetion  that  may  be  made  between  the 
persecutions  carried  on  by  the  eburch  of  Rome  and  those 
practiced  by  reformers  and  reformed  ehurehes.  Witli| 
the  papal  power,  persecution  can  hardly  be  considered  in 
an  ecclesiastical  point  of  light ;  Rome  had  nothing  less 
in  view  than  the  subjection  of  the  whole  world,  and  the 
creation  of  a  worldly  principality,  to  which  every  hu^ 
man  i^veroment  was  to  bow,  and  by  which  disposition 
the  property  and  the  lives  of  mankind  were  to  become 
the  property  of  the  man  of  sin.  Too  much  of  the  sama 
spirit  was  manifest  in  the  long  continued  persecuting 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ  IC 


aeU  vf  Um  ekvivh  af  Bagliiid  :  bttl  in  siiefc  acta  m»  w» 
iave  witPiied  »  ikm  aartyrdwi  rfaoic  amWytitti 
m4  SMiimit,  pertMia  ehafged  with  keraaj  ar  yas.* 
pliaaiHig,  tka  aeta  hate  bean  parelj  ecaletiaslieal,  awl 
tliovgli,  ta  ba  raprahat^,  yat  bj  a»  oMana  ta  be  caMid* 
arad  hi  tbe  ■ana  ligbt  aa  the  paraaaatiiv  aata  af  the  Ra» 
MM  aavrt.  Aad  tbia  will  lead  to  anatber  distiaetia% 
whieh  mmy  ba  BMida  betweea  the  apirit  of  peraeautiaaaa 
ttaaifatt  andar  the  tanetion  of  a  prieat  ridden  govarn* 
ment,  and  that  diaaofered  onlj  aoder  the  inllaenae  of  A 
depraved  mind  in  wbieh  the  eivil  govemnient  takea  oa 
part)  aiieh  aa  wa  nay  tee  in  aonntriaa  where  raligian  if 
takrated  witboat  any  regard  ta  aeet  or  denomivation*  la 
aoeh  a  eivil  atata  how  ean  a  man  baeoma  a  perMeatar  } 
Why  he  ean  retire  into  his  ehamber  and  invent  aaanda^ 
looa  fkltehaodSf  and  eaoie  oot  and  eireulate  them  to  tha 
pnjodiee  of  hia  religions  opponent:  or  he  ean  eitha* 
Ihraagh  ignoranae,  or  want  of  correct  inibraiatian,  ar 
thrangh  malice,  misrepresent  a  brother  ar  a  claas  of  pro* 
ftssing  Christians,  so  as  to  excite  public  feeliogi  and 
thereby  held  such  up  to  contempt  and  hatred  ^  he  m^ 
fix  upon  them  a  ludicrous  or  opprobrious  name,  by  which 
they  wili  be  known  and  pointed  at  in  society « and  by  which 
means  they  will  loae  their  influence  and  due  charaeter  ta 
tha  eamoNinity,  and  by  which  perhaps  they  will  be  re* 
daeed  in  their  warldly  property  and  made  paor.  This 
m  perseantion  I  and  auch  as  is  too  common  in  countries 
where  light  and  liberty  are  tbe  subjects  of  boast 

But  we  are  not  to  gather  from  hence,  that  every  tbiag 
ia  perse^tion  of  which  some  religionists  fireqneotlf 
complain.  A  tree  and  open  discussion  of  theological 
aubjects;  an  attack  upon  sentiments  deemed  arroneoa% 
pointing  out  what  nuiy  ba  cansidered  their  nnchristian 
aharaeter  or  bad  moral  tendency  |  a  charge  of  a  waataf 
ingenuousness,  or  of  disguising  a  system  which  if  openly 
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avowed  miglit  eipote  the  adirteatea  U  eeelet iastie al  ia* 
eoBremeoee;  proTided  thete  diseofltioBt  be  eoiidueted 
wHhoQt  any  attempt  or  aim  to  bring  the  parties  under 
civil  dis4bilitie8,  or  to  expoee  them  to  a  worldly  ibame 
and  dithonoiir,  eaniiet.be  elasted  with  aett  of  perseea* 
tloB.  To  reeent  soeh  measaref  would  be  to  manifest 
Ae  same  spirit  disebvered  by  Soeinos  in  hit  perseeotion 
mtFrttneis  David.  David  was  too  open  and  unresertedy 
too  honest  and  undisguised  in  his  expressed  opinions  on 
the  person  of  Christ :  this  open  developeroent  of  system 
8oeinos  saw  would  bring  the  Unitarian  ehurehes  into 
disgrace,  it  was  a  kind  of  eharge  tacitly  brought  against 
Soeinos  also  for  hb  seeming  disi^embling  and  trimming 
between  the  worshippers  of  Christ  and  such  as  refused 
bim  divine  homage.  It  is  evident  David  died  a  martyri 
but  whether  to  his  opinion  simply,  or  to  his  honest  in- 
gennoosness,  the  reader  wiH  judge. 

In  this  review  of  the  reformation  we  have  only  to  add 
that  the  doctrines  generally  asserted  by  the  reformers 
were  nothing  more,  and  nothing  less,  than  a  recnrrenco 
to  the  primitive  truths  of  Christianity  as  taught  by  apos- 
tles, evangelists  and  the  first  ministers  of  Christ*  Soma 
few  individuals  as  we  have  seen,  and  some  few  organiz- 
bodies,  as  in  Poland,  and  in  Transylvania,  assumed  the 
igure  of  aohurch  state,  while  they  denied  the  grand  es- 
sentials of  the  gospel,  bat  such  has  been  the  temporary 
standing  of  ttieir  communities,  and  such  their  limttatioa 
beth  as  to  mnhbers  and  place,  that  it  can  hardly  ha 
said,  that  Divine  Ph>videnee  has  given  a  sanction  to  any 
establishment  of  a  professed  (  htistianity,  which  profes- 
iioa  has  not  included  the  principal  trwiks  avowed  by  the 
reformers.  Thb  Rbvoumatioii,  ikertfare^  wa$  nU  an 
improvement  of  religion  hni  raJther  a  BBTvan  towaros 
ramiTtvE  CftnisitAirtTT. 
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SEVENTEENTH  CENTUEt- 

CHAPTER  I. 

State  of  th«  Roman  amd  Orxxk  Chitkcsss.   ' 

The  RomAk  Churob  hETiog siistfti«e4  mrfc  ■mwhg 
loM  by  the  refonnatioo,  it  was  foutirf  neeestary  tm  avck 
out  the  means  whereby  the  evil  migbl  be  reo^dled.  Tto 
peaee  of  Augsburg  had  eonfirmed  the  protestaato  ia  tk$k 
rights,  and  forbad  violeneeba  either  side;  Barope,  thaf«» 
fore,  afforded  little  prospect  to  eneoorage  the  hapea  af 
Rome,  and  nothing  eoold  be  expected  anlets  aoaie  saw 
and  extraordinary  projects  were  adopted.    Thai 
pontiff  heat  on  the  redemption  of  lost  aathority,  i 
wishfol  and   ambitious  look  towards  the  easta. 
weNtem  worlds.    For  the  aecomplishoMat  of  chio  ii^-^^ 
tant  work,  an  institution  was  set  on  ftot,   entiUed  A 
propaganda  fide,  eonsisting  of  eardiaals,  priests,  md 
monks.    The  busincM  of  this  new  society  was  to  be  cv>* 
er  on  the  look  out  for  ways  and  means  to  propmgttU  At 
catholic  faUhi  Other  associatioas  of  a  simitar  ebaraaiar 
were  incorporated,  all  of  which  were  aided  in  their  m* 
oration  by  the  new  and  distinguished  order  of  Jesuils.  • 
Thus  furnished  with  missionaries,  aad  with  aiitsioa. 
ary  plans,  the  Roman  bishop  set  forward  in  the  graai 

scheme  ofChrbtianizingtheremainingheatfienpartaftfca 
world.  In  Asia,  the  papal  doctrine  was  asserted  amaw 
the  pagan  inhabitants  of  Siam,  Tonkin,  China,  aad  Jm 
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ia  BMUif  putt  of  laiiiay  toother  with  Persia  and  Japun. 
*ne  ▼ictofiom  am§  of  Spain  and  Portagal  had 
#pentd  a  floor  in  Booth  America.  Bat  whether  ta 
Aeoe  ioveral  eoontrios  ChrUtianity  prevailed  upon  the 
pagans,  or  whethsr  paganism  more  e Aetpally  gained  op- 
•■  the  aiissionafies,  is  diffioult  to  determioo.  Sueh  was 
Ac  aeeommodating  ereed  of  the  papal  ehare|i,  tfiat  her 
ministers  were  allowed  to  beeome  all  things  unto  all 
flsea,  ia  order  to  gain  the  more :  and  this  plan  of  aeeom« 
Bodation  extended  to  paganism,  mahometanism,  and  wtih 
Bsany  other  ismB  that  fell  in  their  waj.  For  sueh  enter- 
prises  as  these  the  Jesuits  were  peculiarly  adapted  ^ 
heing  men  of  feaming  ai^d  of  seience,  they  were  fitted 
fhr  every  snhtilty,  and  oqual  to  every  eontrivanee :  the 
fnrtheranee  of  the  Roman  ehureh  was  the  only  objeet; 
and  if  this  end  was  attained,  iJie  means,  if  ever  so  aho* 
miaahle,  were  sfinctified,  and  the  agents  most  eertainljr 
rewarded  with  eternal  Mieity  in  th^  world  io  eome.  It 
eaanot  he  denied,  fant  Ihat  the  lahoors  of  these  missioaa* 
rieo  were  great,  and  the  saerifiees  they  were  eailtd  to 
make,  together  with  the  sufferings  they  endored,  proved 
tfiem  sineeroly  attached  to  the  catholic  eanse.  It  ia 
said  that  auuky  thousands  were  brought  within  the  pale 
of -the  ehnreh,  aad  the  same  tootimony  assnres  us,  ihat 
among  these  labourers  themselves  there  were  envy  and 
strife,  aad  every  evil  work— -Dominican  against  Fran- 
eisean,  and  Jesuit  against  both ;  they  were  not  sparing 
in  the  charges  they  brought  against  each  other,  and  the 
geaeral  way  of  answering  the  charges  preferred  was  to 
recriminate,  and  so  jealousy,  malice,  and  the  spirit  of 
thin  evil  world,  made  up  the  chief  features  of  this  grand 
minsion. 

Before  the  conclusion  of  this  century  the  for  greater 
pari  of  these  foreign  miisiont  proved  abortive;  the  in- 
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trignet  of  the  Jetoitieal  niniften  rcadierrf  then  < 
!•  the  DatiTety  and  obooxioot  to  the  guyermBOito  :  Oe 
eontefaeaee  wm,  moltitodes  of  theio  holji  mn  kft 
their  liTet,  oad  the  rett  were  drives  OHt  of  the  eoBBtriei. 
The  historj  of  popeti  Jesuits,  sehisou,  oad  heresies,  is 
Bot  the  objeet  of  these  sheets  i  for  the  sake  of  eonnexioa 
a  hasty  glaaee  is  takea.  The  same  nast  be  adopted 
with 

TbsOrbek  Chueoh.  The  historj  of  this  eoaun- 
■ioB,  from  the  redoetioa  of  Coastaatiaople  hj  the  Tarks, 
is  oaly  a  detail  of  the  most  miserable  debasement,  soper- 
•titioa,  igaoraaee  and  poverty.  Several  were  the  at- 
tempts of  Rome  to  unite  this  perishing  Kmb  of  the  hie- 
varehy  to  its  old  stoek,  but  teron  never  eonid  be  propos- 
ed agreeable  to  both  parties.  This  was  zealously  at- 
tempted by  the  Jesuits,  but  to  no  purpose.  An  individ- 
nal  or  two  in  the  Bast  have  exhibited  some  faint  glim- 
merings of  gospel  light,  but  throughout  almost  all  these 
vast  regions,  stretebes  the  valley  of  the  shadow  of  death. 
That  hraneh  of  the  Greek  ehureh  established  in  Rnssm 
kas  reeeived  some  aeeessions  of  strength  and  splendour 
§r%m  its  eonnexion  with  so  vast  an  empire  ;  but  as  to 
teal  Christianity,  and  the  spirit  of  truth,  Russia  exhibits 
Mthing  better  than  the  most  devoted  fie&  of  the  Roman 
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C  HAPTER  11. 
ATTXicFn  or  trx  Churoh  of  Rome  to  rspair  aftR 

LotfES. 

Bohemiams  pirseeuted^^ChutavuM  Jiiolphus — ChrisHanu 
^^Polandy  Hungary  and  Piedmont^^Henry  IV.  of 
Franee^Ediet  ofjfdidx — Revoked — England — Gim- 
pawderplU — Indecision  of  English  Jlionareh$ — WH- 
Uam. 

Rome,  long  aeeustomed  to  dominioii,  and  overgrowv 
lo  iiifoleneey  ill  brooked  the  lost  of  to  moeh  taered  ter* 
ritory  at  Lutheranisoi  had  alienated  in  the  tnrroouding 
•tatei.  Attempts  in  the  oriental  and  transatkntie  worldo 
were  but  mere  experiments  upon  an  unknown  and  nntri* 
ed  people  $  but  in  all  parts  of  the  Enropean  eontinent» 
not  eseepting  the  protestant,  the  eatholio  bishop  well 
knew  he  had  moeh  strength  and  influenee  remaining.  It 
was  hot  politie,  therefore,  for  him  to  be  np  and  doing. 
Having  in  his  Jesuitical  assoeiation,  agents  formed  for 
eyerj  work,  ho  resolved  to  see  whether  ho  eoold  not 
more  effeetoally  secure  that  part  of  Christendom  hither** 
to  preserved,  and  sneeeed  in  reeovering  that  whieh  tho 
reformation  had  wrenched  from  his  hands.  The  exeeo- 
tion  of  the  first  part  of  this  plan  was  comparatively  ea« 
sy,  and  every  catholic  country  was  well  fortified  with 
walls  of  Raman  cement,  and  as  well  garrisoned  with  le* 
gions  of  sworn  monkish  and  Jesuitical  troops.  But  lo 
r^aia  tho  protostant  powers  was  an  arduous  task.  To 
oaliiiy  the  treaty  of  Augsburg  many  a  wily  pen  wao 
employed,  and  some  defkloations  were  charged  upon  tho 
protostaatfi  in  order  to  justify  tho  meditated  a|pMW 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ  iC 


«••  r^rucutuM.  Ceat  17. 

Thai  part  of  Gemuniy  under  Ike  House  of  JiusMoj 
was  irtt  pitched  upon  by  the  pope,  at  a  suitable  quarter 
ia  whieh  to  try  the  etperimeut  of  reeoirerj.  The  pria- 
oes,  debauched  bj  Romish  pravit j,  lent  their  arau  la 
aceonplish  what  eontroversj  and  entreaty  attempted  ta 
Tain.  The  most  solemn  engagements  were  violated,  and 
Ae  poor  defenceless  protestants  were  obliged  to  sabuiik 
H  the  popish  yokoi  or  to  fly  their  eouqtry. 

The  Bohemians  saw  that  their  torn  eame  next ;  to 
preheat  a  like  fate,  they  prepared  for  the  eoufliet,  by 
girding  on  their  swords.  All  the  horrors  of  eivil  war 
ensued,  and  the  country  was  drenehed  with  blood.  These 
tigorovs  measures  of  defence  rathet*  provoked,  than  dis- 
mayed their  enemies.  In  the  year  16 ta,  Matthias^  em* 
ptror  of  Germany,  died,  which  occasioned  a  Vacancy  im 
the  Bohemian  goremmeibt  An  opportnnity  appeared 
aow  to  offer  by  whieh  they  hoped  to  remedy  the  eVii,hj 
ohoosing  for  a  sueeessora  protestant  princK  Tha 
orown  of  Bohemia  was  accordingly  offered  Frederie^ 
Meetor  palatine,  son-in-law  to  James  I.  of  England.  But 
this  measure  proved  not  as  was  expected ;  the  imperial 
arms  prevailed,  and  Frederic  lost  not  only  his  crown  and 
kingdom,  bat  his  own  hereditary  dominions.  This  dis* 
astrous  event  was  hastened  by  the  baseness  and  bigotry 
of  John,  elector  of  Saxony,  who,  though  a  LutheraUf 
assisted  the  Austrians,  out  of  hatred  to  the  ddvimsHe 
Bohemians.  All  this  oppression,  persecution  and  blood- 
sited,  were  seea  by  the  pusillanimous  James  of  England 
without  his  moving  one  <^  finger  to  support  his  worthy 
•on,  or  the  sinking  cause  of  the  relbrmed  religion.'^ 

This  trinaiph  of  the  papists  gave  new  iil^  and  energy 
ta  their  eailse^  and  they  resolved  to  fellow  ap  the  advan- 
tage.   The  emperor^  a.  b»  IMV^  ii  opea  Vlalatlaa  of  the 
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fmcB  cf  AMg9kitfgf  isMed  the  edict  of  resUiuHonj  hj 
which  the  protestmntt  were  ordered  to  restore  to  ih% 
Romifh  ehireh  all  the  poMetsioM  granted  them  by  the 
fbmer  treaty.  This  ediet  was  eaforeed  by  toldien, 
sword  in  hand,  attended  by  monks  and  Jesuits :  it  is  not 
Beeessary  to  say  that  the  eonsequenees^  to  the  refonned» 
were  truly  deplorable ;  indeed  the  effeets  were  sueb^ 
tliat  the  more  moderate  papists  saw  with  eooeem  the 
desolation  and  depopulation  of  the  eonntry,  and  expos- 
tulated with  the  emperor,  who  sternly,  but  like  a  trua 
son  of  the  ehnreh,  replied,  ^  I  had  rather  see  the  king- 
dom a  desert,  than  damned.^'  Under  these  eireumstan- 
ees,  the  protestant  eaose  was  reduced  to  a  low  ebb,  and 
the  enemy  said  he  would  make  a  full  end;  but  God  put 
a  hook  in  bis  nose,  and  raised  up  a  friend  to  stand  bj 
his  sinking  eause. 

OusTAYus  Adolphus,  the  illostrioiis  king  of  Swe* 
den,  fled  to  the  sueeour  of  the  weak  and  helpless  suffer* 
ers,  resolving  at  all  eyents  ta  reseue  them  from  the  band 
of  the  mighty,  or  to  perish  in  the  enterprise.  This  reso- 
lution was  sanctioned  by  France,  who  beheld  with  jea- 
loosy  the  rising  power  of  Ferdinand,  and  wished  to  see 
him  cheeked  in  bis  career.  The  intrepid  and  generous 
Swede,  with  a  select  army,  crossed  tlie  sea  and  landed 
in  Germany.  A  few  well-fought  battles  turned  the  scale^ 
and  the  issue  was  truly  happy  for  the  protestants.  In 
thb  war,  the  noble  Gustavus  lost  his  life,  but  not  the 
cause ;  his  victories  were  pressed  on  by  his  sneecssors  in 
the  field,  till  both  parties  worn  out  with  a  campaign  of 
thirty  jears,  mutuaUy  agreed  to  lay  down  their  arms^ 
and  retire  from  the  scene  of  blood  and  desolation. 

In  this  struggle  the  catholics  lost  the  day  ;  they  were 
hy  the  peace  of  fVestphaliay  a.  ».  1648,  compelled  to 
ahol'ish  the  reetitutiini  edicif  and  to  confirm  the  protest^ 
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«Bt»  ID  the  privil^jM  of  the  Angnbaif  treaty.  1^  |^ 
^Ugaatwo  of  the  pope  mn4  hk  umttmsi  was  gl^eat^  aid 
ttery  aaehlaaiiMi  was  tried  hy  ttHna  Im  m^tr  to  pit* 
v«at  t^'is  retoK  i  hat  tin  reftmned  tiUtet  ihtalaed  Hwir 
liherty,  thovgh  the  eaiperor  eoaM  aot  he  prevailed  vpaa 
to  reiattate  Frederie  ia  hit  doaiEaioai,«or  lo  graat  the 
Aastriaa  Boheaiiaa  ptvttoUata  all  thoae  imaaaiiiei 
whieh  they  poMosted  helbro. 

Protestants  hy  foree  of  arais^  aad  hy  firaiasii  to  their 
prineiptesi  eoaipelled  prood  ioiperioas  Rone  at  tiales  to 
tobnit,  aad  put  ap  arith  her  losses.  Bat  ao  Ibree  of 
arais,  nor  the  general  firmness  of  the  protestaat  ehvreh- 
es  eould  lay  to  rest  the  vigilant  Jesaits  ia  their  BMas* 
ares  of  sobtiity  aad  eraft.  Thoagh  the  great  hady  of 
the  reformed  were  proof  against  their  iasidioas  attaeks, 
yet  some  individuals  were  led  eaptive.  Riehes,  haaors, 
prefenaeats,  were  oa  the  side  of  popeiy ;  these  weapoas 
were  the  most  formidable  :  and  ooaw  aarai^  the  great, 
to  save,  or  to  obtain  a  paltry  worldly  distioetioa,  embraa- 
ed  the  eatholie  faith  $  among  tliese  proselytes,  was 
Christiana  of  Sweden,  daughter  to  the  great  liastaTas 
Adolphns.  This  silly  woman,  to  enjoy  her  popkh  eoa- 
version,  abandoned  her  erown  aad  eoaatry,  aad  retired 
to  Rome,  where  she  died  ia  the  warm  embrae^  of  the 
oatholie  cliiireh. 

In  Palattd,  Hungary^  aad  espeeially  in  the  txitties  of 
1Kedmuni^9  the  greatest  emelties  were  praetised  ;  ia  some 
of  these  holy  wars  the  dukes  of  Savoy  distingaished 
themselves  in  a  manner  kigMy  becoming  the  bloody  re« 
ligion  they  professed.  The  numbers  of  the  Waldeases 
sacrificed  between  the  years  lasje  and  idae,  are  ineal* 
anlable. 

^  During  this  century  the  Moors^  the  posterity  of  the 
f  neioat  Saraoens,  at  Iha  inatigatioa  of  Boiao,  wave  sat* 
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^cHci  ll»  iiugJww  of  tliMMi,  aad  transported  with  their 
AtflinDiy  their  imhitlrj,  and  their  arts,  to  the  Coant  af 
Ukuktirj*  Strange  i  that  the  princes  sallfered  theaiseWet 
!•  be  se  4mfed  by  the  popes  I  The  loss  sustaintd  bj  the 
dpaniaris  oa  this  event  was  immense;  but  what  the 
ntate  test  was  ^Incd  by  the  ehureb.  In  popery  the 
oiiliTeh  IS  every  thing;  aetvniry  sustains  no  iiynry,  al- 
tifeoogli  yoo  deptrey  every  nsefbl  art,  and  rednee  the 
greater  part  of  it  to  a  dreary  waste,  provided  in  the 
stead  yon  ereet  monasteries,  eneonrage  a  wandering  tribe 
of  idle  disorderly  monks,  and  contribute  freely  to  the  re- 
▼osraes  of  the  Roman  eoort* 

The  eoneiitding  scenes  of  the  last  centory  eihibit  the 
protestants  in  Frmnee  struggling  hard  for  liberty  of  eon- 
seienee.  After  having  been  barbarously  wasted  and  most 
gc4evoosly  harassed,  during  the  reigns  of  Charles  IX* 
and  Henry  III.  they  enjoyed  some  respife  under  Henry 
lY.  This  latter  prince  had  been  bred  a  protestant  in 
tho  eovrt  of  Navarre,  andawas  doubtless,  sincere  in  that 
profession  ;  but  protestantism  was  an  insuperable  bar  to 
a  safe  possession  of  the  French  throne.  For  four  years 
4id  Henry  deliberate,  negotiate,  and  with  his  veteran 
lingonot  troops  fight  many  a  bloody  battle,  but  was  una- 
ble to  gain  Paris.  At  length  he  was  prevailed  upon  to 
renounce  his  heresif^  and  beeomf  a  most  Chrisfian,  that  . 
in  to  say,  a  popish  kingn  and  was  received  into  the  bosons 
of  the  capital^  and  kUssed  with  the  papal  absolution. 
This  change  in  the  faith  of  the  monarch,  prodoced  none 
in  that  of  the  protestants,  noi*  did  they  hesitate  in  de- 
manding his  countenance  and  protection ;  they  had 
lissght  in  support  ol'  his  right  to  the  etown,  along  witb 
their  own  right  to  liberty  ;  the  former  was  obtained,  and 
they  eipeeted  the  other  would  follow  of  course.  On  the 
Iheo  of  Iho  history,  it  appears  on  wbieb  side  lay  tbo  pre- 
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potseMionf  of  the  kiag  |  bat  lie  feond  it  seeetmy  te 
neve  with  eaatioa :  indeed  rathneM  wiMild  hare  defeat- 
ed  both  his  owu  parpooe^  and  the  with  of  hit  flriendi. 
After  Ileoi7  foond  himself  irm  npon  hit  throne,  he  be- 
gan to  eoneert  measares  for  the  relief  of  his  protestast 
sabjeets,  wbieh  at  length  prodneed  the  ftmons  Edict  ov 
Namtz.  By  this  ediet  the  reformers  were  ehartered  aa 
a  body  poUtie^  and  pot  in  possession  of  the  prineipal 
rights  and  honours  of  eitisenship  $  eertain  lands  ireia 
granted  them,  to  enable  them  to  pay  their  elergy,  aad 
support  their  garrisons.  1  hns  enfranehised,  the  prates- 
tants  lifted  op  their  heuds  in  eivil  society,  to  the  great 
mortification  of  their  enemies,  and  to  the  admiration  of 
their  surrounding  friends.  It  is  to  be  wished  that  this 
great  deliverance  had  in  no  instance  been  abused  ;  hat 
the  faithful  record  of  historical  truth  obliges  us  to  aaj, 
that  in  some  ibstanees  they  over-ran  their  prerogattTt, 
aad  gave  their  adversaries  an  opportunity  to  charge 
them  with  a  spirit  decme4  inimical  to  the  rvmman 
wealth. 

Under  the  sanction  of  this  ediet  the  protestanta  pro- 
pagated their  doctrine,  and  abundantly  replenished  ibcir 
•hurehes.  On  the  death  of  Henry  the  privileges  of  the 
reformed  church  were  eonfirmed  by  Lewis  Xlll.  and  c«i* 
siderable  peace  was  enjoyed  above  twenty  years.  But 
the  catholics  all  this  while  were  upon  the  alert,  waiting 
for  a  convenient  opportunity  to  stir  up  wrath  against  the 
protestants.  Lewis,  when  he  eame  to  the  throoe,  ymm»  t 
minor,  and  after  he  came  to  years  he  was  governed,  aad 
so  were  his  people,  more  by  his  favourites,  than  bj  hii 
own  faculties.  (;ardinal  Richlieu,  a  genuine  and  home- 
bom  son  of  the  popedom,  was  prime  minister :  he  eon- 
trived  to  persuade  the  king  that  the  monarchy  was,  aad 
would  be,  in  a  pr^arioos  state,  while  the  pretastanCs 
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were  enffered  to  hold  garrisons^  and  pesiess  sueh  ad  van* 
tagei  as  were  granted  them  bj  the  edietof  Nantz.  Lew* 
if  i^as  weak  and  wieked  enough  to  be  snared  with  the 
bait,  and  at  one  blow  was  wrenehed  from  the  protcsl- 
ants  their  eapital  eit  j,  Roehelle,  after  a  siege  of  many 
weeks^  during  which  thirteen  thousand  eitizeus^  out  of 
eighteen,  fell  a  sacrifice  to  the  horrors  of  wan  Nol- 
ivithstandiog  this  inroad  upon  their  prerogatire,  Lewis 
pretended  to  confirm  the  edict,  in  allowing  the  exercise 
•f  their  religion,  but  without  their  ibrmer  rights  as  k 
bodj  politic*  One  inlVaction  upon  the  ediet  sueceeded 
another,  and  the  grand  cause  of  the  protestants  declined 
apace* 

The  acepssion  of  Lewis  XIV.  carried  on  the  fiifee  of 
#eofirraihgthe  ediet  of  Nantz,  and  the  tragedy  of  put* 
ting  protestants  to  death,  till  at  length,  a.  d.  1680,  like 
an  honest  man,  he  revoked  the  edicts  and  banished  all  tht 
lingonots  the  kingilom.  All  this  lies  at  the  door  of 
Rome  I  not  all  of  it  neither;  for  a  part  of  the  score  ie 
already  paid  off,  and  a  divine,  avenging  Providence  will 
exact  the  remainder.  If  the  limits  of  this  concise  work 
would  admit,  a  lon<!;  and  bloody  tale  might  be  told  of  the 
•aflferings  of  the  poor  French  protestants,  a  body  of  peo« 
pie,  before  the  revoking  of  the  edict  of  Nantz,  consisting 
of  more  tlian  two  miUiens  of  souls.  These  were  burned, 
roasted,  hanged,  drowned,  suffocated,  racked,  maimed, 
enslaved,  impoverished,  banished,  as  if  they  had  beea 
the  worst  of  mankind,while  the  fact  is,  tbej  were  the  best 
and  most  useful  subjects  in  the  kingdom,  as  it  afterwards 
^t  appeared  in  the  loss  of  those  useful  artisans,  many  of 
^i  whom  found  an  asylum  in  other  eountries,  among  which 
.  )r  England  bears  her  testimony  in  the  manufactories  of 
^  Bpitalfields,  York,  Wilts  and  Gloucester.  The  Frenek 
^  prttestaai  ehurohaa  in  and  aboutL^ados  were  ereotai 
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Mid  laM  more  firm  and  deep  the  gnuid  fcawhriwi  sf  At 
pfotettaal  eaaee.  Tlie  reetonUioa  ef  the  Meond  Cfc&rbe 
again  inepired  the  friends  of  the  pepedem  with  sangpiaa 
hope.  Charles,  daring  hie  exfle,  had  patted  his  tioM 
ehiefij  in  eathoUe  e^otries,  where  he  had  inibihed 
iineh  of  the  spirit  of  that  religion.  The  death  of  kia 
iiither,  and  the  snflferings  he  endnredy  eontribnted  doubt- 
less  t#  the  inerease  of  his  hatred  to  the  anti-hierarehiaal 
seheme.  Some  of  the  leading  Ihatnres  of  his  reign  look- 
ed most  evidently  towards  a  eompronuse  hetween  Eng* 
.  land  and  Rome.  Mr.  Hume  says,  ^  the  king  was  •• 
zealous  a  papist^  that  he  wejdforjeff  when  he  saw  ikm 
protpeei  of  re-uniting  hU  kingdom  wUh  the  coCMso 
church.*^  And  what  adds  to  his  disgraee^was  his  being  i^ 
the  pay  of  a  catholic  state,  from  which  ^  he  reeeived  th« 
nnkiogi  J  subsidy  of  two  hundred  thousand  pounds  yearly, 
to  betray  his  country  to  his  enemies  $*'*  hut  death  surprised 
him  before  he  eould  accomplish  so  base  a  design.  Jans«a 
II.  carried  forward  the  cause,  but  the  openness  of  kin 
plans,  and  the  boldness  of  his  mcMnres,  soon  brong^kt 
defeat  and  ruin  upon  his  enterprise.  Rome  saw  WLwi 
trembled  at  the  want  of  prndenee  in  the  scfaeoiea  mt 
James,  and  would  have  held  the  monarch  baek,  hat  ke 
could  brook  no  restraint,  tHl  the  renowned  Wxi.lxax 
OF  Holland,  invited  by  the  people,  constrained  kioi  Ca 
abdicate  a  throne  he  was  never  worthy  to  fill.  Thia 
tf<evolution,  glorious  to  the  protestant  eause,  and  to  tkn 
aanse  of  liberty  in  general,  gave  the  mortal  hlov  to 
|>opery  in  England,  and  proved  one  of  tlie  greatest 
blessings  to  the  country  it  has  aver  eaperianeed* 

It  is  not  easy  to  say  wliether  Rome,  upon  the  aggro* 
gate,  gained  or  lost  ultimately  by  aU  these  altenipta  to 

^  See  ffume^a  £»iffiamiyOM:hB  H. 
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recover  alienated  territory ;  bat  certain  it  it,  that  ia 
sooie  coantriet  the  tanguiaarj  and  eornipt  meatarec 
auiopted,  contribated  greatlj  to  stamp  that  hierarchy 
with  narks  of  reprobatioli,  and  more  effectaallj  to  set 
tbe  people  against  it.  These  were  the  effects  produced 
io  England,  as  well  as  ia  many  states  upon  the  eoa* 
tineat. 


CHAPITER  III. 

The  Lutheran  Churob. 

Seeesiion  of  Hesse  and  Brandenburg — Pact/lenlors-* 
The  SgncreHste  and  FUHsts-^FanaHcS'^Qeneral 
flew. 

Protbstahts,  we  have  seen,  agreed  in  separating 
firom  the  Romish  pale,  hot  they  coold  not  agree  to 
form  one  grand  communion.  The  reader  will  bear 
IB  his  mind  that  they  stand  divided  and  designated,  as 
the  LalA^ron  churchy  forming  one  party,  and  the  Reform* 
ed  cAarcAy  forming  the  other.  This  chapter  shall  be  de- 
Toied  to  the  history  of  the  first  of  these  denominations. 

At  the  commencement  bf  this  century  the  Luthcraa 
charch  suffered  considerable  loss,  not  only  by  the  ap^-' 
tacy  and  bigotry  of  the  house  of  Austria,  as  noticed 
sJiove,  but  also  by  the  departure  of  another  Germaa 
•tate  from  the  Lutheran  faith,  to  that  of  the  Calvinistie. 
Maurice,  landgrave  of  Hesse,  in  the  year  lt04,  declared 
for  the  doctrine  and  discipline  of  the  Genevan  reformer, 
and  accordingly  proeeeded*  to  model  tbe  ecclesiastical 
•stablishmeat  of  Hesse  after  that  plan.  In  this  schema, 
SO 
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Maariee  «€t  witk  cowiderable  •pprntiM  fros  tli 
Latberma  elargy,  wfctch  readerdl  it  ae^eMary  #m-  kia 
ta  remoTe  those  of  Ibeai  wIm  hoM  profenorahipa  ia  tkt 
talTersity  of  Marharg,  aad  alto  hmmj  of  the  prtatipal 
ioeton  ft^B  the  eharohet.  This  prinee  is  spokea  •( 
m  a  wan  of  great  aeeoaiplishaeiits,  both  of  learaiBg 
and  of  BoderatioB ;  hat  whether  the  ejeetmemt  of  the 
Latheraa  diTines  froai  their  oflkes  agrees  with  the  hit- 
ter, 18  act,  perhaps,  for  Calviaistie  partitans  to  deter, 
aiiae.  Boon  after  this  eeelesiastieal  revolotioD  ia  ths 
dooiinionrof  Manries,the  eleetor  of  Brandenbarg  ado^ 
od  a  similar  measure,  only  he  instituted  the  CaWiaistis 
diseipliae  without  its  peeulfhrdoetrines,  hj  which  meaai 
the  Lotheraas  were  left  in  the  possession  of  greater 
latKade :  hat  very  eontiderahle  disooatent  was  the  ro» 
salt  i  and  so  fnrioos  was  the  resentnent  of  soaie  of  the 
Lutheran  clergy,  that  the  eleetor  was  obliged  to  ha?o 
recourse  to  arms,  in  order  to  carry  his  point,  aad  to 
Ibrhid  hfs  sabjeets  any  more  visiting  the  oniTersity  of 
Wittenberg,  that  seminary  being  the  chief  ally  of  tbs 
-  opposition. 

It  was  truly  pitiable  to  see  the  grand  protestant  body 
thns  divided,  ospooially  when  we  consider  that  boti 
Latheraa  and  Calvinist  held  the  same  essential  dee- 
trinos ;  nor  were  their  several  modes  of  dtseipline  m 
fsreiga  to  each  other,  but  they  might  hav^  coalesced, 
bad  not  the  enw  ^i  the  age  been  a  bigoted  zeal  hi 
nniformity.  These  unhappy  eontentions  awakened  the 
ftars  of  some  of  the  asoro  discerning  and  well»affi?eted 
pfotestants,  who  made  many  attempts  to  heal  ths 
breaohcs,  aad  ta  bring  the  strife^prone  parties  into  har> 
flionioas  eontaot.  Biren  James  the  Firnt,  (peaoe-loviag 
oreatoro!)  interposed  hii  inflooMe,  and  in  the  year 
iOio  omployod  for  tbb  pnrpooo  the  fhrnons  FOer  4$ 
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MouUn:  bat  however  fit  thn  divine  night  have  heea 
§n  the  work)  hit  rojal  pdtron  posteued  a  aiod  bj  far 
tee  mnall  to  follow  up  toeh  an  enterprise  with  toitable 
esergjr  and  tpiritf  and  the  projeet  was  abandoned  on 
aceoont  of  the  difiiealtiet  with  wbieh  it  had  to  contend. 
Id  1681,  the  Freneh  protettants  held  a  tjood  at  Cha* 
rentoBy  and  pateed  tome  retolutiont  favourable  to  an 
miioD,  bat  the  Lotherans  eoold  not  be  prevailed  upon 
!•  aeeede.  About  the  tame  time  a  eonferenee  wat  held 
at  Letptie  by  the  clergy  of  both  partiet,  but  no  junetion 
eanid  be  elEbeted.  Fourteen  jeart  after,  the  king  of 
Poland  attempted  to  unite  eatholic  and  protettaot,  ta 
•ffeet  which,  he  attembled  at  Theme  the  divinet  of 
both  eommoniont,  but  all  proved  abortive.  William^ 
landgrave  of  Uette,  in  1661,  tueeeedcd  but  little  better 
an  hit  attempt  to  reconcile  the  Lutheran  to  the  Reform^ 
ad.  The  meeting  wat  held  at  Cattel,  and  contiderar 
Ue  harmony  prevailed  daring  the  conference ;  but  the 
Lutheran  deputiet,  though  ditpoted  themtelvet  to  pcaee^ 
aanid  not  prevail  on  their  conttituentt  to  be  like-minded* 
Among  thete  paeificatort  appeared  alto  the  Sweditb 
Mahop  John  Matthim,  of  Stregnez,  George  Calixtut,  pro* 
fBotor  of  divinity  at  Helmttadt,  and  John  Dury,  of 
Beollaad :  the  two  former  of  thete  not  only  failed  ia 
their  praiteworthy  attempt,  but  brought  the  fury  of 
higott  upon  themtelvet ;  and  at  for  the  latter,  after 
hard  labour  Ibr  forty  yeart,  he  wat  obliged  to  tit  down^ 
mortified  and  vexed  with  the  pervertenett  and  obtti^ 
aaey  of  all  partiet.  The  general  princlplet  of  unioa 
aad  pacification,  propoted  by  tome  of  thete  divinet 
-were  each  at  would  have  left  all  the  dtflferent  partiet  ia 
pottettien  of  their  teveral  peculiaritiet,  while  thcf 
anght  have  formed  one  grand  body,  holding  the  tama 
fraad  tmlhet    The  eeatre  of  unioa  wat  coatidered  taf^ 
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f  eieotly  teeared  io  tsbseribiog  to  the  orthodoxj  of  the 
JfyosiU^s  Creedf  the  deTotion  of  the  Lord^s  Pruyerj  tad 
the  diyioe  rule  of  the  IVit  ComwutndmaUs  ;  hot  these 
thingf,  hj  tome,  were  deemed  too  general,  andhy  otbertj 
eontidered  as  a  eontrivance  set  on  foot  to  deprive  theai 
of  their  solemn  religions  prerogatives.  In  all  these  at- 
tempts to  make  peaee,  so  far  as  these  men  were  iar 
loeaeed  hj  love  to  the  gospel  of  peaee,  we  see  mneh  to 
admire;  and  though  they  did  not  snceeed,  yet,  inas* 
mneh  as  it  was  in  their  heart,  the  spirit  of  peaee  doobt- 
less  rested  upon  them,  for  the  Bavionr  himself  has  said, 
^  Blessed  are  the  peaee-makers,  for  they  shall  be  ealled 
theehildrenofOod." 

Although  these  sons  of  peaee  realised  not  their  hopes 
in  bringing  together  the  eontending  parties,  yet  some  of 
them  seenred  to  themselves,  by  the  paeifie  measures 
they  adopted,  obloquy  and  derision.  This  espeeiallj 
befd  Calixtus  and  his  followers,  who,  by  their  enemies, 
were  branded  with  the  names  of  SynereHds  and  Fieiisis. 
The  treatment  whieh  these  good  men  met  with,  and  th« 
sneering  way  in  whieh  they  were  stigmatized,  fnlly 
prove  that  real  piety  was  not  in  the  most  favonraUo 
state  in  the  reformed  and  Lutheran  ehorches.  When 
genuine  religion,  and  her  more  legitimate  sons  eaii  he 
treated  with  ridienle  and  eontempt,  it  elearly  proves 
that  seeptieism  and  infidelity  are  upon  the  advanee. 

The  Syneretists  were  so  ealled  from  their  attempts 
to  unite  their  divided  brethren,  and  the  Fiettsis  from 
their  aim  at  a  superior  piety  ;  this  latter  distinction 
may  be  eonsidered  as  the  German  caikari  or  pmriUms* 
The  laudable  experiments  of  the  syneretists  fklKng  of 
their  desired  objeet,  were,  from  neeessiiy,  abandoiictl, 
hut  the  truly  Christian  roeaitures  of  the  pietists  were  «ot 
*y  laid  to  rest.     The  great  deeleitttoa  of  rilal 
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rclifj^n  ID  the  Lntberam  ehareh  ereated  the  deepest 
seBeein  in  the  ouAde  of  aomef  who  were  reoolved  iipoii 
m  resedj;  Among  these  the  excellent  and  learned 
8pB«iBa  of  Frankfort  diBtiogoitlied  himeeif.  This  great 
mad  good  nnu^  in  order  to  make  others  aeqnainted  with 
m  snk^t  whieh  so  impressed  himself,  published  a  book 
entitled  Fioua  Ussirss,  in  whieh  he  eiLhibited,  in  the 
■Mst  striking  eoloars,  the  sad  and  degenerate  state  of 
the  ehurehes;  and  the  remedy  he  proposed  was,  ift 
eatablishing  select  soeieties  for  religious  eiereises,  suek 
mm  pnijer,  reading  the  sesiptores,  eonferenee,  and  th6> 
like.  These  measures  were  immediately  set  on  foot  bj. 
kU  own  example,  and  great  numbers  were  presently 
SMOoeiated  with  him,  both  in  sentiment  and  in  praetiee. 
The  wrath  of  the  worldljr-minded  clergy  was  soon  awa^ 
kened,  and  a  cry  was  at  once  raised  against  ianoTatora 
mad  schismatics*  These  practices  were  even  represent- 
ed as  unfriendly  to  the  public  peace,  and  great  opposi- 
tion was  soon  experienced  by  the  pietiits.  Among  the 
antors  in  this  rising  sect  there  were,  doubtless,  to  bo 
feund  men  of  sunpicious  and  mixed  character ;  to  pre- 
vent the  intrution  of  such  was  impossible  $  but  the  prin- 
eipal  partisans  wore  men  of  the  first  stamp.  Professors 
Franekius,  8ehadius«  and  Antonius,  became  the  warm 
admirenf  and  the  avowed  disciples  if  Spener,  and  prer 
sently  the  sy«lem  of  tbe  pietists  began  to  wear  an  as- 
pect formidable  to  its  adversaries.  Spener  also  being 
raised  in  the  year  1686,  by  the  elector  of  Saxony,  to 
the  office  of  superinlendant  of  the  church  of  Dresden| 
he  availed  himself  of  his  elevation  to  propagate  his  sen*< 
ttmenis ;  but  the  elector  at  length  (akiog  offence  at  his 
homely  and  evangelical  preaehiog.  he  found  it  expedient 
to  retijre  to  Berlin  under  th^p/otpction  of  the  elector  of  , 
Brandenboff.  Fenecution  likewise  was  the  lot  of 
aO  2 
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FfftBckiat  and  Seliaciiiu,  wh»,  beisg  driven  frmn  tl» 
wiirenity  of  Lclptie,  Mtlled  at  tlie  ii€wly*fiNtMled  aai- 
▼emitj  of  Halle.  These  remoralf  did  bal  eoetrib«tc  to 
the  eaue  of  pietiiim,for  these  teterai  ditiaes  had  there* 
hj  aa  opportonitj  of  iattillio^  iato  the  auade  af  the 
•tudeatt,  ia  these  rarioos  seaiinaries,  the  graad  tratho 
thej  had  theaiselTes  imbihed.  With  them  it  was  • 
viaxifli  to  BMke  the  teriptores  their  ehief  stodjr  ;  aad 
this  they  eoastdered  a  prineipal  artiele  ia  those  excr* 
eises,  preparatory  to  the  work  of  the  miaistry.  Uader 
these  traly  pioas  aad  evaagelieal  teaehers,  a  auiltitada 
of  yoang  aiea  were  brought  forward  to  the  senriee  of 
the  saaetoary,  and  the  eause  of  piKtsm  flourished.  Bat 
the  Lutheran  dnetors  took  great  offenee,  espeeially  those 
of  Wittenberg;  their  env?  and  their  jealousy  were  aw«k* 
eaed— 4he  popularity  of  this  seet  threw  them  iaio  tha 
shade,  and  the  novel  praet  ices  adopted  in  religious  eii«r- 
oises  were  considered  as  innovations,  and  ealeulated  to 
disturb  the  peaee  of  the  ehureb.  There  was  doubt  Icon 
some  fanatieisni  mixed  with  the  zeal  of  this  pious  body, 
aad  some  of  the  more  weak  and  superstitions  among 
them,  from  their  enthutiastie  exeesses,  brought  odtam 
upon  the  rest.  But  notwithstanding  all  the  oppooitioa 
the  pietists  met  with  from  their  more  regular  brethren 
*  and  evils  whieh  crept  in  among  themselves,  they  ea»- 
tinned  to  protest  against  the  raging  impiety  of  tha 
times,  and  eneooraged  eaeh  other  in  the  pursuits  I  hey 
had  adopted.  It  is  not  to  be  wondered  at,  that  iKeoe 
men  were  the  sutijeets  of  ridieole  aad  reproach,  for  their 
reliji^ion  was  not  the  religion  of  the  world,  noreonid  they 
be  safisfted  with  any  of  the  Airms  of  godliness  wttboat 
^<  the  attainment  of  relighuBfeding$  and  AaMs.''  Mo- 
•heim,  whose  words  1  have  just  used,  adds,  to  tba^ 
bononr,  «<  that  none  eouM  despise  their  intonlioas  irtl^ 
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«vt  appearing  tke  tnenij  of  praetieaJ  reltgton.''  Sueh 
^was  the  eingular  and  real  purirj  of  tlriv  people,  <«  that 
pertoBs  of  eminent  wiMdom  and  sanetity"  liore  eommoO' 
IjT  tbe  fame  opprobrionn  name. 

In  addilioB  to  firequent  soeial  meetings  Ibr  prayer, 
reading  the  seriptare«,  eonferenee,  and  eomrersationy 
tile  pietists  abandoned  all  plaees  of  publie  amn^eroent, 
abstained  from  gaming,  daneing,  and  feasting,  and  sof- 
fared  not  their  minds  to  be  eontaminated  by  humonroas. 
and  trifling  books.  Nor  did  they  rest  here.  In  theelerieal 
alraraeter,  they  pleaded  for  something  more  than  oi'thoo 
<loYy  in  sentiment,  and  deeeney  in  manners.  Though  they 
did  not  perhaps  hold  that  the  validity  of  a  saerament  de- 
pended on  him  who  administered  it,  yet  they  eoneloded 
^  that  no  person,  that  was  not  himself  a  model  of  piety 
smd  dlirine  love,  was  qnalified  himself  to  be  a  publie 
teaeher  of  piety,  or  a  guide  to  others  in  the  way  of  sal- 
TatioB."    In  the  elei^jman,  they  despised  not  learning, 
bat  they  plaeed  a  heart  <<  dedicated  to  God,"  and  an  ex* 
temtye  knowledge  of  the  scriptures,  irst,  and  then  hn* 
man  seienee  was  hailed    as   an   important  auxiliary. 
Piety  was  evidently  the  leading  feature  of  this  new  and 
]Kip»larbody  of  reformed  Lutherans;  indeed  the  very 
denomination  whieh  they  bore,  though  fixed  on  them  by 
their  enemies,  and  designated  as  a  mark  of  reproach, 
Iblly   demonstrates  the  superiority  of  their  character. 
The  eol leges,  where  professors  of  this  east  presided, 
were  called  (nbiieal  colleges;  and  the  societies  establish- 
ed* fur  cherishing  religion  among  themselves  were  called 
eaUeges  of  pietg. 

From  the  liberty  taken  by  the  pietists  sprang  a  variety 
of  opinions,  asserted  aiNl  supported  by  a  variety  of  men, 
both  among  the  learned  and  the  mde.  A  partieular 
t  of  these  would  lead  into  a  field  by  hr  too  .wide 
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r 
f»r  tkit  Tolnwe  $  the  naae*  oslj  ^f  «  few  muui  be  aw»- 

tiMMh  Mi4  tbeir  peealiftritka  Jiisi  gUseed  ml. 

Toward*  the  coDelotioB  of  the  eeBtarj  iovruhed 

Qodff^JhjiM^  of  Saxony,  a  nan  of  leanunf^  readiag, 

aad  i-loqiieiiee,  hot  a  oij^titc,  aid  a  lover  of  eebiioiattci 

aad  hcretiee.    He  wrote  ao  eeelesiaslieal  hintoij,  rather 

with  a  deeifpi  afaintt  the  ehiireh,  thaa  in  &To«r  of  ita 

tf«e  and  legitiauite  aiembers.    It  m  said  thie  man  tjt^ 

tamed  to  a  n^re  tohor  faith  before  hie  dei^  and  die4 

in  the  Latheraa    eoainnnioB.     JhffdhUf  a  Hcooiaa 

diriae,  eadlj  fierverled  hi«  talents  ia  sarcatai  and  haf- 

fconery,  whieh  artillerj  he  employed  againet  the  L«« 

theruM  in  partienlar,  not  eoneideriag,pcrhaptf  that  hit 

thafb  fell  iadiverimiuately  upon  t  hrittiant  in  g^eaaral. 

The  doctrine  of  the  mUlennium  was  most  eathaoiaoti- 

eally  taken  np  by  Petersen^  pastor  of  Lanenborgt  who, 

iftth  his  wife,  went  aboat  preaehing  hit  p^uliar  tenets^ 

till,  in  the  year  ISOJ,  be  was  deposed,  after  which  ha 

passed  his  days  in  relireosent  and  trsnqyiliity.    A  4io- 

tingnished  eharaeter  aaioag  the  zealots  of  this  east  wan 

Jacob  BekmtHj  a  tailor  at  Gorlitz  whose  writings  exhi* 

hit  a  strange  BMtley  of  elements.    Most  of  his  theala^ 

gieal  ideas  were  gathtred  from  the  laboratory  and  the 

orneiUe.     Whether  this  omui  excelled  as  a  seaaMtcr,  I 

know  not  I  if  he  did,  it  seems  a  pity  that  a  good  tailor 

should  have  been  spoiled  by  an  itch  for  ehymieni  dirU 

aity.     However,  Bebmen  was  not  withont  admirera  aad 

followers.    Mr.  William  Law,  of  Englaod,  so  late  as 

i743,  published  an^  octavo  volume  on  the  same  system, 

and  was  evidently  a  dbeiple  of  the  German  tailor- asj»* 

tie  :  after  his  death  was  found  ready  for  the  prcao,  a 

translation  of  Behmen's  works,  whieh  was  afterwards 

published  ia  two  quarto  volum^.    The  peace  of  tha 

Lutheran  church  was  distarbed  by  many  mora  of  a  like 
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tUinip,  tone  of  whom  tpraog  Ihun  the  toeieties  of  the 
pietistt ;  and  others  arose  either  from  the  established 
ehorehy  or  started  up  from  oblivion,  and  yapoored  for 
the  day,  and  then,  like  many  of  their  predeeessors  in 
▼isions  and  noTelties,  sunk,  never  more  to  appear.  * 

From  a  general  view  of  the  Lntheraa  ehnreh  at  the 
elese  of  this  eentory,  it  appears  that  real  religion  had 
mneh  deelined ;  the  elergy,  like  too  many  in  all  estac 
UbhmentS)  had  entered  the  saered  olllee  with  views  the 
■lost  worldly,aad  eonsequently  with  talents  unequal  to  so 
saered  and  so  important  a  eharge.  Motheim,  who  waa 
kinself  a  Lutheran,  speaks  exeeedingly  plain  on  this 
artiele,  and  delineates  the  features  of  his  own  body  in  c 
way  not  at  all  to  the  eredit  of  that  establishment)  whieh 
•wed  its  origin  to  so  great  a  man  as  Martin  Luther. 
Bat  the  sad  deeline  of  religion  has  been  already  ae* 
eonnted  for ;  the  pastors  and  spiritual  guides  had  for^ 
saken  the  peenliar  doetrines  of  their  founder,  and  eon** 
seqneatly  the  motives  to  a  holy  and  devoted  life  were 
weakened,  and  in  great  measure  destroyed. 

#De  thing,  however,  to  the  praise  of  the  Lutheran 
drareh  must  be  notieed  before  we  elose  the  history  of 
this  period.  In  the  years  lsa4-57^8,  attempts  were 
a^de  to  eonvey  the  gospel  to  heathen  and  idolatrous 
eonatries,  among  whieh  were  the  Danish  settlements  in 
Asia,  Afriea^  and  North  Ameriea.  Some  missionaries 
penetrated  the  east  at  fur  as  Abyssinia.  In  these  at- 
tempts we  diseover  something  of  a  primitive  spirit,  and 
thMg^  in  these  experiments,  soeeess  n^ight  not  have 
hec«  equal  to  the  means,  yet  it  will  pass  to  the  aeeonnt 
•f  those  who  ventured  their  lives  in  the  cause  of  the 
Lard  Jesns,  nhen  he  eomes  to  bestow  the  reward  ot 
gvaee. 
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Tbe  Rbiohmbb  Cbvrorx8« 

Frane^^HbUani^BngUmd^'JSe^UMni    trtlmii. 

Thb  kittory  of  that  brmneh  of  tiM  proteotaBt  Mh 
denofliiiiatod  tbe  Befarmed^nfM  bo  loogor  bo  giTOB  oto 
detail  of ^  orefito  rolatiog  to  obo  gnmi  oociofj,  at  ii 
ohiffly  the  eaoe  with  the  LotheraB  ootahlishHMBt)  hit 
the  teetoeioBt  whieh  haTO  takoa  plaeo  ob  the  OBbjoeti 
of  diseipliBo,  aad  rttBal,  divide  thio  part  of  iAm  pio* 
tettaat  istereot  iato  so  many  separate  aad  dtstiad 
ORUROHBS,  eaeh  of  whieh  most  he  eoasMerod  aeoorl* 
iBfif  til  loeol  eirenmstaBees,  aad  ia  eoBBexioB  with  those 
ootward  affairs  hj  whieh  thej  were  soTeraHy  aftotc4 

FaAveBy 

HaTiB|^  fhim  the  irst  heea  the  eradle  aad  tto  BBtoery 

of  the  reforaied,  desenredl  j  appears  the  irst  artiele  io 

this  ebapter.    The  history  of  the  ehBrehes  here  has 

beoB  antieipated  ia  a  fonner  seetioB.    The  saferiogs 

of  the  Freaeb  protestaats,  through  the  sabtilty  of  tbs 

Romish  elergy  and  the  dnplieity  or  weakness  of  tbs 

reigoing  prinees,  were  exeeediagly  threat    The  orasi 

eraft  of  eardinal  Riehliea-^tbe  redoetion  of  the  pro- 

^estont  eapital  Roebelle.  in  1628,  oad  at  lei^i^  ia  iM 

4he  revoeMHan  cf  the  tiict  of  JVkR<a;~eonspirsd  Is 

*rtbrow  the  ehureb   of  the  reformed  ia  this  part  of 

«pe.     Under  these  eireomstaaees  of  oppression  uA 

100,  the  eauso  of  religion  was  rodaood  to  a  lev 
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ebb;  all  the  greatest  and  best  oieB  who  esesped  theforj 
•f  tbe  perseratiag  power,  left  the  eonatry,  aad  soaghC 
nm  asylan  elsewhere ;  and  those  that  were  left,  either 
coDtriTed  to  hide  their  religiffn  altogether,  or  deelined 
la  the  life  of  it,  aad  so,  bj  laying  aside  all  that  whieh 
forms  the  grand  distinction  between  vital  Christianitjy 
and  popish  superstition,  saved  ihemnelTes  from  trouble* 
Prior  to  these  perils,  many  of  the  elergj  had  verged 
towards  the  Pelagian  system  of  doetrine ;  thef^e,  in  a 
tiase  of  trial,  wandered  farther  and  farther  Trom  the 
goad  old  way,  and  beeame  at  length  Arians  and  Seei- 
Bian,  and  so  eseaped  the  reproaeh  of  the  cross. 

Among  the  most  formidable  enemies  to  the  unpersti* 
tions  of  Rome,  was  the  learned  and  pious  John  Clauds^ 
pastor  of  the  reformed  ehureh  at  Charenton.  This  great 
nsan  is  known  in  the  ehnrehes  of  Christ  to  the  present 
day  by  his  *<  Defenee  of  the  Reformation"  and  by  hia 
^  Essay  on  the  Composition  of  a  Bermon,''  works  that 
Blast  immortalize  his  name,  and  entail  disgrace  on  hia 
persecutors. 

The  WaldenseSj  in  the  Tallies  of  Piedmont,  suflfered 
tke  most  furious  and  repeated  perseeution.  Many  of 
these  Christians  had  embraeed  the  reformed  system, 
whieh  rendered  them  peculiarly  obnoxious  to  the  duke 
of  Savoy.  In  the  years  ied0-8«-90,  so  exceedingly  vio- 
lent were  the  attacks  upon  this  people,  that  nothing 
less  was  threatened  than  their  total  extirpation ;  and 
this  most  probably  had  been  the  dreadful  result,  but 
for  the  kind  intercessions  of  the  English,  Dutch,  and 
Swiss  governments.  A  popish  prinee  being  rkised  to 
the  electorate  of  the  Palatinate  in  1080,  the  ehureh 
there,  formerly  the  first  in  Oermtny,  deelined  apace ; 
aad  soon,  by  oppression  on  the  one  hand,  and  fraud  on 
the  other,  this  fine  scene  of  protestantism  was  reduced 
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|#  a  a^re  lifeleM  Baae.  It  it  generally  to  be  kmmif 
Uat  whNTt  the  Deity  of  Christ  is  doabted,  ar  deaiei, 
a  spirit  af  free  thinking  is  indalged,  at  the  expense  af 
Diviaa  Ravelation,  and  the  altimate  eanseqoesees  nia 
seen  in  the  wide  spread  af  seeptieisa  and  infidelity. 
This  was  fovnd  ta  be  the  ease  taward  the  eloae  of  f  kis 
aentnry,  threoghaat  the  protestant  eharebes  in  France 
and  Germany. 

HOLLAVOf 

Before  the  establishaient  of  her  own  universitieay  rs- 
oeived  her  doetors  ehielly  from  Geneva,  and  of  eoarae 
the  CaWiaistie  priaoiplety  both  in  doctrine  and  diaei* 
pliae,  preTailed,  and  reseived  the  sanetion  of  the  state; 
hut  to  the  honour  of  tlie  Duteh  be  it  remembered,  that 
though  the  reformed  religion  was  the  only  system  esla- 
kUshed  by  law,  yet  all  other  peaeeable  and  sober  deoa- 
minations  were  freely  tolerated. 

It  was  during  this  eentnry  that  the  famous  eon- 
troyersy  was  agitated  between  the  Calvimsts  and  the 
Jhrmimans^  on  the  subject  of  the  divine  decrees.  It  most 
be  obsenred,  before  we  proceed  ta  review  this  event, 
that  the  reformed,  so  ealled,  were  not  all  agreed  apoa 
the  points  asserted  and  maintained  by  Calvin  and  his 
followers.  The  renowned  Beza  was,  on  the  subjeet  of 
eternal  decrees,  somewhat  higher  than  Calvin ;  hence 
his  system  was  ^nominated  supralapsarioM^  while  that 
af  the  Genevan  school  was  called  suUaipsaTitaiJ^  A  eon* 
aise  view  of  these  two  systems  may^  seen  in  Buckle 
Thedi^^ieal  DietUnutrif.  The  notions  held  by  both  these 

»  It  is  very  remarkAble  that' the  bmmI  violent  sticklers  for  Cal- 
Tinism  especiaHy  id  England  are  not  Calvmist9^  but  they  have 
laid  hold  of  a  great  name  with  which  to  sanction  tfaaxr  sgnoraaee 
and  their  arrors. 
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parties  equallj  embiraeed  the  doetrioe  of  predestina* 
tioo  ;  ^  ueither  party  reekoned  the  differenee  material; 
Bor  indeed  woald  it  bo  hard  to  reeoDeile  their  opintont." 
Calvin  and  Beza  were  eo*pastort  in  the  same  ehureh, 
uor  did  this  little  diflTerenee  in  sentiment  in  the  least  in- 
termpt  their  harmonj,  or  retard  their  ministerial  sue* 
cess.  But  the  Arminian  seheme  was  eonsidered  by  both 
the  aboTO  partisans  as  altogether  subversive  of  the 
g*rand  doctrines  of  the  gospely  and  upon  this  prineiple 
Ihey  united  their  efforts  to  oppose  and  eradicate  what 
they  deemed  a  heresy.  The  Arminian  system,  though 
in  this  century  asserted  under  that  denomination,  ean« 
not  be  acknowledged  as  any  thing  new;  its  leading 
principles  are  to  be  found  in  the  Pelagian  or  Semi-pela- 
2;ian  doctrines,  but  at  this  time  these  peculiar  senti* 
ments  received  new  patronage,  and  were  zealously  pro- 
pagated by  James  Jtrminiusy  divinity  professor  at 
l.eyden. 

Arminius  had  been  educated  in  the  Calvinistie  school, 
and  for  a  while  he  appeared  honestly  to  embraco  and  ta 
propagate  the  principles  he  had  received.  His  eareert 
as  an  eeelesiastiC|  began  at  Amsterdam,  where  he  was 
pastor,  from  whence  he  was  removed  in  the  year  1603 
to  Leyden.  His  desertion  of  the  Calvinistie  faith  was 
in  consequence  of  his  being  employed  to  defend  the  doc- 
trine of  predestination  against  its  adversaries.  It  ia 
said  that  the  opinions  he  was  called  upon  to  refute,  so 
Biightily  convinced  him  of  their  troth,  that  he  abandon- 
ed his  former  sentiments,  and  embraced  the  very  system 
he  was  eipeeted  to  have  refuted.  The  character  of 
AnBinios,  in  a  moral  point  of  view,  stands  high ;  and. 
as  to  his  change  of  sentiment,  who  dares  to  reproach 
him  Ivr  that  ?  To  his  own  lir)  aster  he  stands  or  falls* 
Tke  leading  priaeiples  of  the  Arminiu  treed  are  ai 
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Mldw :  **  That  Ood,  horn  all  deraitj,  determiaed  tt 
battow  tahratiaii  oa  thote  who^  he/^rstav  waald  pene- 
Tara  aala  the  aad  ia  their  Ikith  in  Chriat ;  and  ta  ia- 
iiet  eTeriaating  paaithmeati  aa  those  who  ahall  eaa- 
tiaae  ia  their  oabelief,  and  rtnsi  aato  the  ead  hia  diriae 
aaeeoan— that  Christ  by  his  death  made  aa  atoneineat 
fcr  the  tiat  af  aU  wumkind  /  however,  aoae  bat  thaae 
who  beliere  in  him  ean  be  partakers  of  (he  dirine  beaa> 
fit— that  trae  faith  eanaot  proceed  from  the  operation* 
af  free  will,  bat  from  the  Uolj  Ghost — that  the  energj 
•f  the  Holy  Ghost  beg;ins  and  perfects  erery  thin^  that 
aan  be  ealled  e^ood  in  man ;  this  grace  is  offered  to  mB^ 
and  may  be  resisted  by  the  perverse  will  of  the  impeai* 
tent  sinner.'*    It  is  very  elear  that  Arminios  himself 
before  his  death,  departed  farther  from  the  Calviniatie 
neheme ;  however,  he  is  not  to  bc^  made  to  answer  for 
all  the  sentimeats  adopted  by  those  who,  in  after  agea, 
beeame  his  professed  followers.     On  the  artiele  of  ^er- 
severing  in  grace,  the  Arminians  ^  uaiformly  maintain, 
that  the  regenerate  may  loee  truejuMfying  faithjfnfeii 
their  Hate  ofgraee^  and  die  in  their  einsy 

Doctrines  so  contrary  to  the  faith  of  the  reformed 
aharch,  adraneed  by  the  professor  of  Leyden,  awakened 
the  seal  of  the  orthodox,  especially  af  Chmar,  the  eol* 
league  of  Arminius.  A  eontrovarsy  tbas  raised  by  men 
af  sneh  eminent  talent,  was  not  easily  laid  to  reat.  The 
death  of  Arminins,  which  took  place  in  160t,  branghl 
not  the  dispute  to  an  iasne.  Bpiseopius,  a  man  of  the 
name  faith,  sneaeeded  in  the  prafessorahip,  aad  carried 
on  the  debate,  till  at  length  these  eontendiog  divines 
threw  the  whole  country  into  a  iame.  The  Arminians, 
aensible  that  their  scheme  was  a  departare  fH>m  the  * 
eataMishf^d  faith,  and  that  they  were  in  daager  af  per* 
Mantlany  ea tared  a  farmal  TBrnamairtmee  im  the  year  Ui(h 
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tefore  the  States  of  Holland,  bj  whieh  thej  petitioned 
for  a  free  toleration.    This  eireumstanee,  together  with 
some  others,  soon  involved  the  subject  of  debate  in  all 
the  Jabjrinth  of  polities.    Mauriee,  prinee  of  Orange, 
the  seeond  stadtholder  of  Holland,  was  not  upon  very 
good  terms  with  seme  of  his  leading  men  in  the  repuh* 
lie ;  among  these  his  opponents  were  Bameredt,  Oro>  ' 
tins,  and  Hoogerbeets,  men  enlisted  on  the  side  of  the 
Arninians.     Henee  we  see  political  affairs  were  not 
very  likelj  to  befriend  the  Arminian  eaate.    Never!  he* 
less,  Mauriee,  like  a  wise  man,  urged  upon  the  con- 
tending ecclesiastics  forbearance  and  peace  |  and  what 
fiarther  adds  to  hia  honour,  he  refrained  to  exeevte  any 
penalties  upon  the  reputed  heresiarchs,  thoogh  he  grant*' 
ed  them  not  a  formal  toleration.    After  several  confer- 
anees,  in  which  nothing  could  be  settled,  th^  Calvinists 
prevailed  upon  the  States  General  to  assemble  a  nation* 
«1  synod  at  Dort,  in  the  year  1618.    This  grand  asso* 
oiation  was  composed,  not  only  of  the  Dutch  divines^ 
bat  also  of  learned  deputies  from  the  churches  of  £ng- 
laad,  Scotland,  Switzerland,  Bremen,  Hesse,  and  the 
Palatinate.     At  the  head  of  the  Arminian  party  stood 
Spiseopini,  who  opened  the  synod  by  an  eloquent  and 
well-composed  speech.    It  had  been  previously  agreed^ 
that  the  Arminians  should  state  ^  the  grounds,  in  rea- 
son and  scripture,  on  which  their  principles  were  found* 
ed."    The  Arminians  insisted  upon  beginning  their  de-* 
fienee  with  a  refutation  of  the  Calvioistie  doctrine  of 
reprobation.     To  this  the  Calvinists  objeeted^  ui*gin§ 
that  their  opponents  ought  to  prove  tkem9etve$  rightf 
before  they  had  any  just  ground  on  which  to  proceed  to 
prove  othfts  wrong.    This  sad  dispute  at  the  onset 
proved  an  insuperable  barrier  to  their  intended  proceed « 
Vigs  $  the  Arminiant  refusing  to  comply  with  the  plam 
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at  flrtt  laid  dowa,  were  expelled  the  sjaod,  and  iMr 
geatimeaU  were  exaaiiaed  aad  condemned  ia  their  ab» 
teaee* 

la  eoaseqaenee  of  this  deeisioa,  the  Armiaiaas  wera 
fhamefnlly  perteented;  thej  were  expelled  froai  all 
pottt  of  honoar  and  profit,  their  ministers  were  sileneedt 
aad  their  eongregations  suppressed.  To  these  rigarona 
maadates  thej  snbmitted,  not  with  all  that  tameness, 
perhaps,  expeeted  hy  their  adversaries  ;  this  resistaaee 
added  to  their  saflTerings,  bj  exposing  them  to  finea,  im* 
prisenment,  exile,  aad  manifold  Texatioas.  Perseen* 
Hon  has  always  proved  a  foo  to  the  country  by  which  it 
has  been  exercised ;  so  it  was  in  this  ease.  Many  of 
the  ref ogees  fled  to  Antwerp,  others  to  France.  Frede- 
ric dake  of  Holstein  availed  himself  of  the  emigration, 
aad  invited  a  multitude  of  them  to  settle  in  his  doaii* 
aions,  where,  under  his  auspices,  they  built  a  new  eitj, 
aad  in  grateful  remembrance  of  his  benevolence,  called 
it  Fredericitadt  Here  some  of  the  most  illustrioua 
established  their  name  and  their  families,  and  reared  m 
monument  to  the  shame  and  disgrace  of  their  Calviala- 
tic  persecutors. 

While  we  most  uaequivocally  condemn  the  spirit  of 
persecution  in  whatever  party  it  is  discovered,  yet  it  to 
hut  fair  to  state  how  far  the  Calvinists  were  justly 
alarmed  at  the  inroad  made  upon  the  reformed  faith  bj 
the  Arminiaas.  The  five  articles  noticed  above,  evi« 
deafly  did  not  contain  the  whole  of  the  Arminiaa  sya- 
tam.  Arminius  himself,  before  his  death,  had  concert- 
ed a  plan  for  the  formation  of  a  church,  desigaed  to  em- 
brace all  Christiaa  deaomiaations,  papists  excepted. 
The  rule  of  admission  was  to  consist  in  no  subscript  ioa, 
no  declaratioa  af  faith,  only  a  bare  asseat  to  the  Holy 
Scriptures.    That  each  a  scheme  as  this  was  desigaed 
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to  l^v^l  all  dittinetioii  between  those  who  held  the  deit j 
of  Chrif ty  and  those  who  denied  it,  was  not  difficult  to 
diseoTor.  Indeed  it  was  Tery  evident  that  the  Armi- 
nians,  as  a  body,  held  the  diyinitj  of  Christ  Terj  loose- 
ly, for  they  had  in  their  eommonity  men  who  were  little 
better  than  Soeinians,  among  whom  was  Vorstius,  tf 
principal  man  in  the  new  Arminiaa  city  of  Frederic* 
•tadt  It  has  always  been  observable,  that  in  proportion 
SM  professors  of  Christianity  set  light  by  the  Divinity  of 
their  Master,  so  they  set  light  by  his  precepts ;  this  faiii 
been  universally  the  case  with  the  Soeintans,  whose 
morality  is  exactly  that  of  the  world.  With  the  Armi- 
Dians  there  was  a  considerable  proportion  of  Socinian 
doctrine,  which  producing  a  laxity  of  conversation,  the 
Caivinists  were  justly  alarmed ;  and  had  they  used  no 
weapon  but  the  sword  of  the  Spirit,  which  is  the  word 
•f  GckI,  they  had  doubtless  conquered  their  adversariea 
without  becoming  persecutors. 

After  viewing  this  unhappy  contest,  it  is  pleasant  to 
observe  that  Henry,  the  successor  of  Maurice,  in  the 
year  16i39,  recalled  the  exiles,  and  took  off  the  penalties 
by  which  the  Arminians  had  been  oppressed.  Under 
the  toleration  of  this  prince  they  erected  churehes  in 
many  places,  especially  in  the  eitierof  Amsterdam  and 
Rotterdam,  where  they  floorished  greatly,  and  in  the 
former  eily  founded  a  college,  of  which  Episeopius  was 
the  first  professor  of  divinity.  Tn  thisi  seminary  flou^ 
riohed«  in  succession,  Conrcelles,  Poelenburg,  Limborch, 
Brandt,  Le  Clere,  Catenburg,  and  Wetstein,  of  whom 
Poelenburg  alid  Limborch  were  reputed  the  nearest  to  the 
reformed  faith.  Le  Clere  wrote  a  commentary  on  the  Bible, 
and  Wetstein  a  similar  work  on  the  New  Testament. 

The  Arminians,  after  the  toleration  granted  by  the 
Stadtbolder,  continued  to  fionrish  for  some  time.    In 
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HM^uti  thejr  hAd  thirtj^fov  MBgregatadM  and  eigktj- 
HMr  pMtors.  AAer  a  few  jeart,  Ihcta  Meietiea  dk- 
aliaedy  owing,  it  is  taid,  U  the  ettaMitbtd  clergy  lktt> 
iag  IB  with  the  •eatimentt  of  these  oeeedert.  And  tl^ 
is  iadeed  a  likelj  ease,  we  ha?e  seea  ia  the  Lwllieraa 
ehareh,  that  in  a  short  tine  aAer  its  lq;al  eatahlish* 
seat,  the  elergj  fell  fron  the  faith  of  their  aaeestorsy 
aad  embraeed  the  Seoii-pelagiaa,  or  what  ia  aiore  «o- 
dem  language  wulj  he  ealled  the  Arniaian  seheaie,  aad 
thos  it  eaaie  to  pass  with  the  miaisters  of  the  reforaisd 
diareh  ia  Hollaad,  and  this  defeelioa  ia  doetriae  oecas 
to  be  a  aatoral  ease  in  all  establishaieats. 

liie  relbraied  ehareh  of  Holland,  doriag  this  ceatary, 
fiirnished  but  few  oiaterials  for  the  historj  of  the  ehareh 
of  Christ ;  real  religion  eaaie  to  a  low  ebb :  the  fam 
of  the  ontward  pale  was  preserved  not  only  ta  the  bm- 
thor  eountry,  bnt  ministers  were  sent  to  the  eoloates 
abroad  :  yet  little  is  to  be  diseovered  that  deserres  the 
name  of  vital  Christianity.  The  Meonoaites,  or  Ana- 
baptists, obtaiaed  toleration  in  the  Uo;ted  ProTineesy 
and  having  learned  to  be  quiet  by  the  many  things  I  hey 
had  before  deservedly  suffered,  gained  a  respeetability 
of  eharaeter,  Bot  possessed  by  theoi  at  any  former  period* 
They  aeknowledged  in  their  ehnreh  three  orders  of  auais* 
ters :  presbyt^rs^  who  took  the  preeedeney  and  adauais* 
tered  the  naerameats;  Uachtrs^  appoiated  topreaeh;  aad 
imcons^  whose  oAee  was  to  help  in  the  lower  daties  of 
the  ehureh.  The  other  parts  of  the  eoatinent,  whers 
the  protest  snt  religion  was  professed,  affiirded  bat  a 
^miserable  remnant  of  those  glorious  troths,  whieh  were 
the  subject  of  a  noble  strife  at  the  reforautioa. 

KHOLAND. 

A  most  eveatfal  period  iu  the  ocelesiastioal  fcisloiy 
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of  this  etMiBtrj  bow  lie*  before  ut.  Many  mod  eilremo 
were  tke  ehaiiget  thol  look  plmee  io  the  eoorte  of  tkit 
ooMorj.  Five  noMureht,  eielome  of  the  pfoleetor^ 
neoet^ivelj  twajed  the  teeptrOk  Anoog^the  Manj  evils 
that  fliark  Ihit  period^  a  few  of  the  nost  ebaraeterietio 
May  he  deaoaunated  kiog-eraft,  tyranaj,  perteootion, 
vohellioa,  eivil-war,  regieide,  otorpatiosy  fiMNitieitni^ 
bjrpoeriijr^  profligaej»  aad  downright  infidelitj;  bat 
aaudat  the  seenee  whieh  these  enonnitiei  prodoeed,  we 
heboid  a  great  and  an  enterpritfing  people  tlruggling  hard 
ior  eivii  and  religioat  liberty,  nor  do  they  ttrog^le  in 
vain ;  the  eonteet  iinoer  in  a  glorioot  revolution,  and  • 
prodneet  the  rare  lyttem  of  a  patriotie  monarehy  and  a 
bridled  bierarehy. 

The  reign  of  qneen  Elizabeth  rant  into  the  third  year 
of  Ihit  eentory.  The  leading  eireumtianeet  of  her  gov* 
omnMnt,  to  far  at  they  relate  to  religion,  have  been  eon* 
iidered.  Elizabeth  ranks  among  the  protettant  uion* 
arebt,  in  at  oNieh  at  the,  in  opposition  to  her  titter't 
plan,  protetted  against  the  domination  of  the  pope^  bnt 
she  natatained,  like  her  father,  the  true  spirit  of  popery. 
The  eomtiofhigh  commission^  in  addition  to  the  tyranny 
of  the  siar  chamber^  leavet  a  latting  ttain  open  her 
■lemory,  and  ttandt  at  a  proof  that  the  wat  at  mueh  in 
kve  with  her  own  topremaey,  at  the  pope  of  Rone  was 
with  his.  The  violent  measares  adopted  with  the  non- 
aonlbmiittt,  were  glotted  over  with  the  name  of  whoU* 
$mme  severiHes  /  thete  wholetome  teveritiet  we  nnder- 
•laad  from  Chaoeollor  King't  tpeeeh  at  Dr.  Saeheverel't 
trial*  oonsisted  in  ^  hanging,  homing,  aljuration,  eonfit* 
^  eation,  imprisonment,  loss  of  estate,  liberty  and  life.^ 
Not  only  were  the  offenders  themselves  thus  treated*  hot 
those  who  favoured  them  were  liable  to  the  qaeen^s  dit<» 
picasare.  Ar.  GriaiW,  thoagh  arehhishop  of  Canterbir- 
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TjjMihw  majetlj't  wraib  in  •MpeMton  frmn  kirn  pri* 
»aej|beeaue  he  pleaded  for  premeMmg  mmA  thm  pmri- 
trnns.  PreaehiDg,  Blisabeth  abhorred,  and  woald  wmSa 
hat  litde  of  it  iu  her  reiga  :  maaj  popaloiM  eooatieo  were 
aloMMt  dettitote  of  publie  iattruetioa,  exeept  hj  Iho 
readiag  of  a  few  preeompoted  honHiet :  the  eity  of  Lo** 
don,  with  all  its  adTantaget,  was  frooi  this  eireenstaneo 
in  the  shadow  of  death.  There  was  little  or  no  sioipli* 
eity  in  the  qaeen's  Tiews  of  religion  ;  pomp  and  foraal- 
ity  were  better  relished  by  her  than  was  spiritaal  and 
fervent  doTotioa.  Daring  the  days  of  Edward,  the  re« 
formation  gradually  advaaeed,  and  had  the  king  lived 
longer,  doubtless  it  had  arrived  mueh  nearer  perfeetion : 
bat  Elizabeth  was  afraid  of  departing  too  fttr  from  the 
Romish  system,  and  therefore  she  preferred  the  firs^t  at- 
tempts of  her  brother  Edward  to  those  made  by  hioi  ia 
the  latter  part  of  his  reign.  Henee  these  things  ia  the 
ehoreh  of  England,  at  the  elose  of  Elizabeth's  days^ 
wereiiardly,  in  point  of  protestantism  and  reforaiatioBy 
eqoal  to  what  they  were  half  a  eentnry  before. 

Thus  stood  eeelesiastieal  affairs  in  the  year  160S, 
when  James  ascended  the  British  throne.  In  these  days, 
the  nation  was  governed  not  so  mueh  by  its  eoostitatioa 
as  by  its  prinee,  for  whieh  reason  the  death  of  an  old 
monareh,  and  the  aeeession  of  a  new  one,  often  prndne- 
ed  a  considerable  change  in  the  eeelesiastieal  aod  civil 
establishment.  U|ion  this  principle  Henry  VIII.  fona- 
ed  the  nation  into  a  protestant  state ;  and  again,  Mary 
returned  back  to  the  old  bondage  of  Babylod ;  and  a 
third  change,  on  the  ascension  of  Elizabeth,  brought 
again  the  kingdom  into  the  circle  of  the  reformed.  Soeh 
b^ng  the  state  of  politics,  and  such  the  power  of  princes^ 
that  never  had  monareh  a  more  favonrable  opporto- 
nity  of  making  a  aation  happy  than  had  Jameo  the  Fkst. 
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The  plan  of  Geneva  bad  many  admirers  In  England^ 

who  woald,  deabtleis,  have  preferred  the  ettablUhment 

of  it  to  epiteopaej ;  but  epiieopaey  was  most  eongenial 

with  the  genius  of  the  government ;  it  was  established 

by    Henry,  the  first  protestant  printe,  and  eonfirmed 

by  hit  sneeessors.     But  Elizabeth  earried  her  views 

of  the  hierarehy  mneh  farther  than  had  been  enforeed 

by  Edward :  many  uf  the  elergy,  who  deeidedly  preferred 

the  Genevan  diseipline,  would,  nevertheless,  have  agreed 

io  the  plan  of  episeopaey,  simply  eonsidered  ;  but  the 

qneen  was   resolved  upon  uniformity,  and  all  must 

come  up  to  her  plan   of  episeopaey,  or  be  rendered 

incapable  of  ministering  in  the  ebur^b  of  England.   Ae- 

•ordingly  the  aet  of  uniformity  passed  in  the  year  1559, 

which  proved  a  great  grievanee  to  multitudes  of  both 

elergy  and  laity  $  some  to  the  distress  of  their  eonseien- 

ees,  eonformed,  others  refused  and  remained  silent,  but 

sot  thoughtless.    On  the  death  of  the  queen,  the  eyes 

of  all  parties  in  the  nation  were  turned  to  herneit  kins« 

man,  James  of  Beotland. 

All  who  were  inelined  to  favour  the   presbyteriao 
sebeme,  placed  great  confidence  in  the  accession  of  James. 
This  prince  had  been  edueated  in  the  Scots  kirk,  and 
from  his  professions,  was  zealously  attached  to  that  es- 
tablishment.  In  one  of  his  speeches  before  a  general  as* 
semUy  at  Edinburgh,  he  said,  <<  I  praise  God  that  I  was 
«  born  in  the  time  of  the  light  of  the  gospel,  and  in  such 
*<  a  place  as  to  be  the  king  of  the  sincerest  kirk  in  the 
«<  world.    As  for  our  neighbour  kirk  of  England,  their 
'    ^  service  is  an  ^vil-said  mass  in  English ;  they  want  noth* 
'     ^  ing  of  the  mass  hot  the  liftings.  I  charge  you  my  good 
^  ministers,  doctors,  elders,  nobles,  gentlemen,  and  bar* 
^  ens,  to  stand  to  your  purity,  and  to  exhort  your  peo- 
i^<  pie  to  do  the  tame }  wi  h  forsooth,  as  long  as  i  brook 
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<<  ny  Uftf  %hM  do  Ike  saiae."  The  tpeeeh  was  ma^ 
abeMt  thirteen  years  before  be  eame  to  Eogland  i  bat  to 
prore  that  be  altered  aol  bin  tealimeati  uitb  bis  kingly 
prospeett,  be  said,  on  leaving  Seotland  to  take  p<isoession 
of  hit  new  kingdos^  *'  1  tbank  God  that  1  have  left  both 
kirk  and  kingdom  in  that  state  which  I  intend  not  to  al- 
ter any  ways,  my  sabjeett  living  in  peaee.'' 

While  these  professions  of  the  new  king  inspired  the 
prosbyterian  party  with  fresh  life,  they  equally  filled 
the  bishops  with  fearful  apprehensions  for  the  fate  of 
their  bierarehy.  The  utmost  expeeted  by  the  noneon 
fDnnisis  and  the  a§^eved,  was,  that  James  would  mod- 
erate  the  oeeasion  of  dispute  between  the  two  parties,  I9 
removing  some  of  the  most  ezeeptiooable  parts  of  the 
serviee  book,  dispensing  with  the  popish  habits,  and 
leavii^  some  other  eeremonials  indifferent 

As  soon  as  James  was  proelaimed  king  of  England, 
he  was  addressed  severally  by  the  bishops,*  the  puritans, 
and  the  pnpists  |  the  former  oif  these  were  first  in  their 
applieation,  and  by  the  answer  returned,  their  fears 
were  in  some  measure  allayed,  hot  not  quite  removed. 
The  king  speedily  after  his  aseension,  appeared  to  meet 
the  wishes  of  the  puritans,  by  issuing  a  proelamatioa 
Ibr  a  eonftrence  at  Hampton  Courtj  in  whieb  these  dis- 
puted points  might  be  investigated,  and  the  obstaeles  to 
subseription  removed.  This  eonferenee,  whatever  were 
the  king's  professions, was  evidently  designed  as  a  snare 
in  whieb  to  eatch  the  eomplainants.  The  king  appoint- 
ed the  parties,  and  plaeed  himself  at  the  head  of  the 
conference  a«  umpire.  On  the  part  of  the  ehureb  were 
nominated  nine  bishops,  and  as  many  dignitaries ;  among 
the  bishops  were  Drs.  Whitgift  of  Canterbury,  and 
Bancroft  of  London.  On  the  part  of  the  puritans,  four 
ministers;  Dri.  John  Raynolds   and  Thomas  Sparks, 
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profesturt  of  divinity  M  Oilbrd  ;   and  Mr.  ChaddertoB 
Md  Mr.  RnewttvlM  of  Cambridge.    Tho  eonferenee 
wai  heM  three  dajt,  the  first  of ^  whieh  was  between  the 
king  and  hit  dignitaries    onry.     At  this  preparatory 
neeting  it   was  agreed  what  should  be  the  issue  of  the 
eonferenee :  his  majesty  availed  himself  of  this  oppor- 
tunity to  propose  to  the  bishops  some  few  alterations^ 
mnd  amendments  in  the  constitution  and  ritual  of  the 
•hureh,  but  great  eare  was  taken  that  these  eorreetions 
•honid  not  afl^et  the  suhjeet  about  to  be  agitated  $  and 
thei^e  alterations  were  resolved  upon  in  ^he  absence  of 
the  puritanical  doctors,  lest  any  thing  should  seem  to  be 
ceded  to  them,  and  thereby  give  them  reason  to  triumph 
ever  their  prelatical  superiors.  The  second  day  brought 
into  the  conference  the  four  ministers  above  named ;  they 
stated  same  objections  to  certmn  expressione  in  the  articles 
—prayed  that  better  promsion  might  he  made  for  publie 
inetruetion — that  the  prayer-book  might  bereformedyani 
brought  nearer  the  standard  of  Ood^s  word^'^'and  that  bet* 
terand  more  wholesome  discipline  might  be  exereissd  ni^ 
the  church.    Each  of  these  articles  was  examined  sepa* 
rately ;  but  the  arguments  brought  forward  by  these  di- 
vines were  treated,  by  ihe  king  and  his  priests,  with  ri- 
dicule and  contempt,  but  ^  without  either  wit  or  good 
manners."    Those  members  who  had  discovered  some 
flioderation  and  favour  towards  the  puritans  on  the  first 
day's  conference,  were  secluded  from  this  second  day's 
aeeembly,  so  that  the  four, puritan  deputies  were  left  te 
the  nerey  of  their  adversaries,  without  the  least  sup- 
port or  protection.    The  king  concluded  the  conference 
by  saying, «« If  this  be  all  your  party  have  to  say,  I  will 
make  them  conform,  or  I  will  hurry  them  out  of  the  land, 
or  else  worse."  •• ' 

This  eonferenee  gave  James  an  opportunity  of  display 
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tag  Hit  tbeologieal  tftlentt,  before  an  astemlily  of  £• 
▼iaety  atteadfed  by  hit  eoartiert  aad  great  mea.  The 
rile  ialtery  with  whieh  the  hypoeritieal  ehareluaca 
eoropliaiealed  their  vaia  pedaatie  neaareh,  ie  traly  a 
disgraee  to  both  hit  and  their  hittory.  Baaereft,  ia  a 
paroxitai  of  raptare,  on  hearing  the  idag  to  *^  toaadly 
pepper  off  the  paritant^  fell  oa  hit  kneet  and  eaid,  ^  I 
protett,  my  heart  nielteth  for  joy,  that  Almighty  God,  of 
hit  tingolar  oierey,  hat  given  at  taeh  a  king,  at,  tinea 
Chritt't  time,  hat  not  been.**  Whitgilt  ezelaiaMd, 
^  Undoubtedly,  yonr  migetty  tpeakt  by  the  tpeeial  at* 
tittanee  of  Ood't  Spirit.^  Chaneellor  Egerton  added, 
that  ^  he  had  never  teen  the  king  and  priest  to  fol* 
ly  united  in  one  perton.''  The  only  endt  antwered  by 
thit  eonferenee,  were  a  few  trifling  alterationt  in  tha 
terviee-book,  tome  new  arrangement t  for  Ireland  and  far 
the  eourt  of  high  eommitsion,  the  complete  tatitfaelioa 
af  the  priaee  and  hit  prelatet,  and  the  great  ditappoiat« 
BMmt  of  theparitant;  the  latter  being,  at  the  breaking 
ap  af  the  eonferenee,  bid  to  prepare  to  eonform,  or  ta 
take  the  eontequence  of  the  king't  ditpleatore. 

The  event  of  thit  eonferenee  tuflieiently  eonfirma  the 
eharaeter  of  King  James ;  hit  hypoerity  and  detpolitat 
are  elearly  demoattrated :  he  bed  been  brought  ap  ia  the 
midtt  of  pretbyterianitm,  for  whieh  he  had  professed  a 
high  and  sineere  regard ;  but  when  brow-beating  tha 
puritans,  at  Hamptoa  eonrt,  <<  no  biahopj  no  kingf^  waa 
reiterated  by  the  ehangeliag  prince.  Where  he  had 
learned  this  adage  eaanot  be  determined,  but  it  it  certain 
he  never  adf>ftoi  it  till  he  parted  the  Tweed,  aad  met 
the  ^  bowing  bithopt."  The  political  motives  ascribed 
to  the  king  in  hit  aanduct  here,  must  not  be  enlarged 
upon  in  this  woik ;  bat  it  it  not  contrary  to  our  desiga 
la  say,  that  tueh  was  the  state  af  ehureh  matters,  whea 
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JmmtB  etoie  to  the  erowB  erf  Bagkuid,  thml  if  he  kai 
bMB  Mily  hMe»t,  fim  and  pnideiily  he  might  iMTe 
brevght  the  two  eesteadiftg  partlei  iato  e^iiUMt  JaoMt 
luuriig  heea  edoeeted  in  the  pf^Jiidiee*«f  the  tieottiali: 
chorehf  and  hie  title  to  the  tootheni  kingdom  aelEnowl* 
edged  bj  all  parties,  the  Boglieh  eeeletiastiee  expeeted 
nothtttg  leaf,  than  that  the  epieeOpaey  wonld  be  brovgirt 
into  a  ffate  capable  of  meeting  the  views  of  noneonform* 
Mta,for  indeed  their  demands  wereiMt  extravagant:  their 
ot^tions  were  not  so  m«)ph  agfiinst  episeopal  govern- 
ment, aa  against  some  of  the'  ceremonies  ineorporateA^ 
therewith,  and  some  few  eorrnptions  of  power,  whieh 
tbey  eoneeived  ineonsistent  with  the  eharaeter  of  a  mtn- 
itter  of  Christ.  These  differenees,  James  might  havf 
easily  adjasted,  bni  he  was  not  the  man ;  and  so  bj  hia 
ohstinaey,  and  pride,  and  fbolishness,  he  made  mattera: 
worse,  and  prepared  materials  ior  the  wAsehieft  of  (ha 
aoeeeedin^^  reign.  ' 

In  the  first  year  of  the  reign  of  this  prinee,  the  parli» 
ament  eame  together,  and  at  the  tame  time  sat  the  cmtfifff 
cation.  The  former  #as,  of  eonrse,  opened  by  tfiekingi* 
in  the  latter  presided  BaneroA,  liVhitgifl  the  arehbishop 
dying  about  a  month  after  the  late  eonferenee.  Iff  Cha 
parliament  James  adopted  langoage  a  gr^at  deal  too 
high  flown  for  an  English  monareh ;  bat  the  hoaee,neterJ 
tbeless,  proceeded  to  pass  some  bills  charaeterwtie  -of 
their  prerogatives,  while  the  hishops  and  AgnitarfH  ttf 
the  ^hnreh  aasembly  did  every  tMn|(in  their  power  (o  atf 
the  king  in  his  nneonstitotional  nieasnfes.  Here  Dff 
Rndd  (Me  of  those  members  secluded  by  the  king  tHtA 
the  second  day's  .conference  at  Hampton  CouH)  ciAcHilC 
kis  •candid  and  trttly  catholic  protest  agaiinst  the  i^leiK 
imecedings  of  kis  brethren,  and  begged  tli«t^lh#^iA4J 
tanattight  be  farMtfcd  wUHolerAtion^  if  Ikc^  totM^ 
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b»«4»ltedtolkertg«tord»UM«f  ikeeluuneh;  kat  the 
imUft^B  M^lioB  WM  over-raled,  and  the  prMide&tf«rhi4 
.  him  tm  MfWraa  hw  mliaMAlt  uy  futker.  Tke  mmm 
ptMcd  is  this  6MiYM%ttoa  wen  ratified  bj  the  kiag,  M 
iMMrrte«i«Ml  tim  $tmc$iam  of  fmrlimmmt  ^  eeMeqaoiily 
Ihcae  emaeait  l<M«iag  ae  part  ef  the  laws  of  the  reali% 
eaaaat  Wad  thelaitj ;  aad  whether  thegr  eaa  epermteea 
the  elerg7,  it  a  daabtftil  eaeei  heweTer,  these  eaaeas 
were  aeted  epea  dariag  the  daje  of  Jamee,  aad  hj  them 
the  paritaae  were  grieFieoelj  harassed,  ai^  rendered  la* 
eiqiaUe  of  reeoforiag,  bj  law,  their  own  property,whieh 
they  alight  have  eatrosted  ia  the  heads  of  others. 

Notwithstanding  these  existing  evils,  the  puritans  pre- 
seated  aMuiy  petitioas  for  relief,  bat  eonld  obtaia  little 
•r  ao  redress  I  but  what  is  very  reiaarkabie,  these  op* 
pressed  aad  injured  pe^le  were  aever  so  off  their  gaar4 
as  to  be  Ibaad  fomiing  plots  against  the  king  and  his 
government  The  gunpowder-plot,  in  the  yeariao5| 
WIS  a  eontrivaaee  of  the  papists,  not  of  the  poritmaa. 
Their  loyalty  aad  peaoeable  deportnent  are  to  adnsira- 
tMA  anudst  so  maeh  provoeaiion  aad  perseeuiioa. 

In  the  jear  leio,  Baaeroft  died  $  he  was  suceeeded  in 
ihf  arehbishoprie  by  Dk.  GBoaoE  Abbot,  bisbop  of 
liOndoB*  Th^s  priauUe  was  an  uniform  Calviaist }  and 
to  his  orthodoxy  he  added  aa  unblameable  life,  a  geaer- 
aas  disposition,  and  uMideration  towards  all  men.  Be, 
bgr  hia  gentbaessyooanteraeted  ameh  of  the  evil  levelled 
against  the  non-oonformiag  elergy.  It  was  ia  the  tiaie 
of  tills  areh^shop,  a.  a.  itit,  that  the  fiunoas  Sfttod  of 
J^ofl  was  held,  the  eirenmstaaees  of  whieh  were  notieed 
fhoTe.  The  English  divines,  seat  by  James  joined 
ia  the  safftage  of  the  oyaod  against  the  Arauaiaas, 
th^  deetrijms  of  jwreJfi<iwofto»  and  grace, %b  asserted  by 
the  flmreh  of.^agland  being  eons^red  agreesMo  (o 
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tht  Tiew  ipven  by  Calvi*  uad  hit  MIowert.  Dr.  Ball, 
dean  of  Woreetter,  afterwards  biihop  of  Niorwieh,  was 
one  of  the  Eaglith  depatiet  i  hit  tentlaieiitt  oa  Ihete  tab* 
Jeett  are  well  known  bj  hit  piont  wntiagt. 

What  it  ferj  remarkable,  after  the  Synod  off  Dert,  in 
whteh  the  ehnreh  of  England  joined  in  eondeoining  Ar« 
ninianitm,  that  very  doetrine  pre^aiM  in  theepkeopaey 
ooder  the  aotpieet  of  the  king  and  hit  high  ehnrehnien : 
CaWinitm  being  prineipally  the  ereedof  the  puritant,  it 
was  tliooght  too  moeh  a  nark  of  noneonlbmHty,  and 
too  great  an  eneooragement  to  that  riving  feet,  to  safer 
'It  to  prevail  under  the  sanotien  of  the  regotar  establish* 
menf. 

It  was  the  determination  of  the  king  to  min  the 
eanse  of  the  puritans,  and  therefore  he  stuek  at  nolhingt 
ao  that  he  might  aeeoroplish  his  purpose.  The  paritana 
were  aoted,  not  only  for  their  rigidity  in  doetrine  and 
Atelpline,  bnt  fbr  pvrity  in  eonduet,  (as  their  name  im- 
ports,) and  espeeially,  for  a  very  devout  regtrd  to  the 
aanetilieation  of  the  Lord's  day.  In  order,  therefore^  to 
▼ex  this  seet,  and  to  eounteraet  the  iniluenee  of  their 
example  in  this  ptrtieolar,  his  majesty  was  graeioudff 
'  pleased  to  order  the  eompilation  aad  pobliettion  of  the 
Booki  of  Sportif  in  whieh  it  is  enjoined,  by  royal  anthe- 
rity,  that  people  shonid  indulge  themselves,  i^er  divine 
aerviee  on  Sunday,  in  sports  and  pastimes.  The  elergjr 
were  eommanded  to  enforee  thit  precious  subject  of  thia 
book  in  all  the  ehnrehes,  and  many  eomplied  i  hot  Abbot 
the  godly  arehbishop  of  Canterbury  set  hit  fkee  againtt 
it,  and  seme  of  the  elergy  deelined  publishing  it.  These^ 
^ithauuiy  other  things  of  like  stamp,  ineh  at  traatlating 
epiteapaey  to  Beotland.  making  a  mateh  Ibrhitton  with 
a  pepith  wift)  leaving  hit  top*ii|-law  Frederie,  eleeter 
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psfefiM,  ts  Ike  eraeltj  and  trMch^rj  of  pibpitu,  bmIl 
tke  ragtt  •#  JuBffl  tiM  First  ef  BoglaBd,  «mI  fitUh  «f 
Hsiithil  e  Iw  WM  arretted  by  dealk^md  kit  raemelks- 
iMBal  reign  ekted  in  ihe  year  i6£5.  The  artielei 
•worn  to  by  Jamei  Hf  hit  ton  dMU^lety  in  Um  treaty 
*r  ike  InfiuHa,  proire  luni  to  Im  no  protateni  ;  and 
ftroB  aAer-eirennittaneet,  Chariot  appeart  Kltle  hotter. 

A  very  fair  tample  of  Ciutflet't  protettanlitm  we  have 
in  hit  marrying  Henrietta  Maria,  titter  to  Lewit  the 
ThiHeenth  of  France,  an  avowed  and  tme-hom  eUld 
#f  Rone :  in  the  marriage  treaty,  he  biodt  himtolf  to  al- 
low the  qoeen  to  edoeale  the  ehildren,  till  tUrtoen  years 
of  ago,  in  her  own  religion ;  to  grant  the  qoeen  nH  the 
pageantry  of  the  papaey  in  her  ehapel  $  and  to  eonnteraot 
the  ftree  of  the  lawt  againtt  oacholiet,  with  a  deal  more 
to  the  like  effiset.  And  at  Chariot  began,  to  ho  eonlinn* 
od,  a  protettant  or  a  papitt,  at  oirenmttanees  demanded ; 
hot  it  wat  Tery  evident  to  whieh  hit  heart  ineKnod ;  nil 
bit  aett  in  favoor  of  the  reformed  religion  were  extortod 
and  enforced  by  hit  parliament,  while  hit  benemlenoe 
lowardt  the  old  toporttition  appeared  natnral  and  easy. 
A  proof  of  thit,  we  have  in  the  eondoet  of  thit  prinoo  in 
segiLtd  to  the  French  Protettantt.  He  lent  the  peneent- 
ing  king  of  France  hit  aid  in  dettroying  the  fortrett  of 
Rochelle,  by  which  the  mott  deeitiTe  blow  wan  ttrndc 
at  the  protettant  interett  in  that  coontry. 

The  pride,  ignorance,  and  irreligion  of  the  chnveh* 
men,  eontrihnted  in  no  small  meatore  to  let  down  the 
ettablithment  in  the  etteem  of  the  nation  at  large.  Pto- 
ritanitm  prerailed,  in  tpite  of  pertecotion  and  the  Book 
of  Sportt.  The  peaceable  behaTionr,  the  toond  moralt, 
tire  fervent  piety  of  thit  people,  gave  them  fitvonr  m 
the  eyot  of  a  lai*ge  proportion  of  the  boot  men  in  the 
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Henee^  whilt  Ike  aaiNinetided  agailt  of  Ite 
Mermrahy  were  Mtuig  Ike  faree  ef  religioa^  aM^  jonins 
Ike  deladed  popalaee  in  thetr  wperU  aad  ptime^j  fhe 
parilans  were,  bj  tke  more  sober  aad  teeret,  boi  m». 
oefifM  leeararee,  lappiag  the  wtrj  feoadatien  ef  thai  fli- 
brie  Whieh  tteod  eolj  e«  Ihe  priaeiplet  of  deepotMiii 
Ml^aadkifidelilj. 

Arehbithop  Abbot  sanrired  the  aeeestioa  ef  Charleoi 
eight  jeart  f  bat  hit  gtatle  aad  peaee-fraaghl  meaearee 
were  sadly  eoanteraetod  by  Dr.  Laady  who  was  rained  (a 
the  tee  of  Loaden,  aad  le  the  elBee  of  prime  niaieleri 
ia  the  year  te^a.  Abbot  by  hit  aaehahea  attaehaieBl  to 
Kberty,  aad  reputed  paritaaieal  aflfeetiom,  lot!  the  fe- 
Toar  of  hit  royal  matter,  end,  at  leagth,  waa  aetaally 
tatpended  horn  hit  tee  for  refoting  to  lieenee  a  termoa 
of  one  Dr.  Sibthorp,  a  eeurt  ereatare.  Upon  the 
f  Btpentioa  of  the  arehbithop,  the  priroaey  wat  hdged  ia 
the  haadt  of  five  bbhopt,  of  whom  Laud  wae  the  ehief. 

The  artielet  of  the  ebareh  being  repatedly  Caivia* 
btie,  theelergy  of  that  pertaation  alwayt,  in  their  die- 
eoartet,  took  eare  to  thield  themtelTet  behind  thit  eoda 
af  doetnne.  In  order  to  drtre  them  fh>nr  thb  relVige, 
and  to  tilenee  them  on  thete  pointt  altogether,  the  king, 
inttigated  by  Land.  pnbKthed  a  declaration  at  the  head 
of  the  artielet,  m  whieh  lie,  by^  hit  royal  prerogative, 
eommaadt  thnt  alt  earuniB  $eareh  he  laid  aside^  and  them 
diejndetehnt  up  in  Qod^^frtrnxeen — and  that  no  aura, 
hereafter f  either  preach  or  print,  to  draw  the  article  aeida 
any  way^'^and  not  put  hie-  oum  senee  or  comment  to  be  thor 
meautng  of  the  artielet  hut  take  it  in  the  ttterat  grammat'^ 
ieal  senee.  Thit,  and  maeh  more  toeh-like  jargon,  may 
he  fonnd  at  the  head  of  the  artielet  iia  the  old  prayer 
boekt.  The  exeeatioa  ef  thit  royal  mandate  wat  pat 
into  the  haadt  of  Laad,  and  he  took  eare  la  make  ft 
sQa 
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#f  mteagaiart  the  C»ivi«iiHig4irt>ci>  Tlieiri 
wert  imnmed  by  flie  law  •f  th«  higk  •mhms«w»  t«  ht 
mmtrmrj  !•  ihfe  wlU  mmI  pIcMMre  of  Um  ki«g»  mad  aM»> 
MqMMitly  eoatrarj  ta  tbm  npirit  •#  the  artieko,  Ihot 
4kr  gr»Bd  dteirum  of  the  ehureh  of  Kagload,  euh  Oi 
|mm1  beea  oMrrtedf  |ireeehfd,  «ail  »aiBtaiee4  hy  the  :i«- 
Ibmerty  were  east  oot  of  the  est ahlithoiealt  aad  all  who 
iaoMtiiil  apoa  ihea  related  eehitaMtiea* 

Laad  waa  aat  aalj  aa  Anaiaian  in  iaetriae,  hwt  ia 
•ther  iMiatt  he  appraaehed  the  papist ;  he  waa  eiaeed 
imgly  faad  af  poaip  aad  eereaioaiee,  aad  by  the  aolhoriiy 
with  whiah  the  kiag  had  iavetted  hiai,  aiaeh  of  tha  Ba- 
auth  laperetiftiaa  was  iaaarporated  with  the  paUia  eer- 
viea.  Theee  aMasaree  ia  the  eharehf  at  well  as  the  ar* 
hitrarj  power  exereised  by  the  hiag  ia  the  state,  fell  aa- 
dor  saaie  sharp  eeasares  passed  by  the  aieaAers  of  the 
liaasa  of  eoaiBMas  :  their  speeehes,  whieh  staad  oa  re- 
aardy  give  fall  proof  that  aiaay  of  the  oooumbs  saw 
these  thiags  with  jealoasy*  and  veatared  to  reaMastrate 
with  spirit  and  finaness«  But  Charles  was  resolved  to 
he  aa  absolate  BMaareh  $  his  will  aad  word  were  to  be 
lawy  both  ia  eharah  and  state. 

In  the  year  isaSy  Land  was  raised  to  the  arehiepisee- 
pal  dignity ;  Dr.  Abbot  having  obtained  a  translatioa 
to  a  higher  sUte. «« that  is  a  heavenly/'  The  new  prim* 
ate  did  not  forget  to  make  a  speedy  ase  of  his  additioaal 
prerogstives.  The  first  aets  of  the  arehbishop  appear  ia 
a  zealous  maintenance  of  those  laws,  by  whieh  the  people 
were  eoipmanded  to  eome  to  elinreh  on  Sundays,  aad 
then  proceed  to  revels  tfort  and  drink^  in  order  topr^v^ 
themselves  sound  churchmen. 

The  sad  story  of  Dr.  Laud's  violence,  saperatitioai 
aad  cruelty,  would  more  than  fiil  this  volume ;  a  fad^ 
as  rsf ord^  by  himself,  ia  his  oiva  diarji  shall  finish 
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thift  |Mrtff«ilttre«    Dc.  Leif^btoo,  fatber  of  llio  exeelleBl 
aKekbitlMp  LeigbtoUt  ft  pnriiaiiieal  partiMUi,  bad  been 
luTMight  '«i<Ur  tbe  senteiMie  of  tbe  aUr  chamber,  Uie 
HzaMlioB  of  wbieb  tlaadii  recorded  in  Ltnd>  papopi 
tlHw:   ^  i.  He  f»as  te vtrelj  wMpI   before  he  i^at  pat 
^m  pillory.    S.  Being  »et  in  the  pilloiy^  he  had*oae 
^  of  b»  ears  eal  off.    d*  One  tide  of  hit  note  eliU    4. 
^  Branded  oo  the  ebeek,  with  a  red*bot  iron,  wkh  the 
**  Jietlen  8. 8*    On  thai  daj  eevea^nightt  hie  sores  apoo 
^  his  baekv  oar,  pose,  and  laee  being  not  yet  enred,  he 
^  was  whip!  again,  at  tbe  pillory  in  Cheapfide,  entting 
*«  aff  the  other  ear,  slitting  tJie  other  side  of  his  noi^,  and 
^  braadiag  the  other  eheek."  And  what  was  all  this  for  ? 
Why,  for  wrtling  against  epiMeopaey  $  and  thai  he  had 
doae  ia  a  ywj  severe  waji  to  be  sare ;  hot  it  niitt  he 
rasMflsbered  that  Dr.  Leighton  was  a  presbyterian  of 
tho  8eots  ehnreh,  and  bad  been,  doubtless  nnieh  pro* 
voked  by  the  English  episeopaey.    Mnltitodea  of  saeh 
Mses  might  be  seleeted,  with  more  or  less  severity ; 
•and  these  things  went  on,  till  the  prioutte  brenght  the 
faty  of  the  parliament  and  of  the  times  upon  himself, 
and  he  was  at  last  obliged  to  lay  hb  neck  opoa  a  block, 
mad  lose  hiahaad  by  the  aie  of  the  executioner.    Thus 
.perished  Dr.  Lead,  a  myiyr  to  the  cause  of  pedantic 
9mA  pragmatical  princes,  and  to  his  own  folly  and  pride. 
Bat  the  cause  of  oppression  and  persecution  had  been 
ubetled  by  noblemen  as  well  as  by  ehnrehmea— rone  in- 
•taaea  we  have  in  the  sentence  passed  by  the  earl  of 
Dorset,  in  the  Star  Chamber,  on  Mr.  Prynae,    <«  Mr. 
^lyanp  (says  the  earl,)  i  declare  you  to  be  u  sehism- 
mnker  ia  the  church,  a  sedition-sower  in  the  eomuMn- 
wealthy  a  wolf  in  sheep's  clothing  $  in  a  word,  omiiMiia 
mafomm  ngytssimiis,  (the  vilest  of  the  vile).  I  ehall  fine 
kiui  teillieiiwi*  pomMis,  wWnb.is^mort  thw  ii»ie  wtrth^ 
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yet  lest  Ifcaa  be  detenrei.  I  will  not  set  ki»  at  KWrtf, 
■o  miire  tliaB  a  plagued  nav,  or  a  mad  dag,  m%m, 
(kMigk  he  eaaH  bite,  witi  fatm.  He  it  to  fbr  firaoi  bc- 
ittg  a  saeial  eoal,  tKat  he  h  aat  a  ratiaaal  taal.^  He  k 
it  ta  live  IB  deat,  with  soeh  beatit  af  prey  aa  walraty 
aad  tygers,  like  htaitelf ;  therefore  1  eandemn  bin  ta 
perpetaal  taipriiionBieat,  and  for  eorporal  paaisfcaieat  I 
wovid  bare  him  branded  in  the  forehead,  slit  in  the 
note,  and  bare  his  ears  ehapt  aff.''  This  teatenee  was 
axeented  with  aggraratioa,  exeept  in  the  ine,  whieh 
was  redaeed  to  ive  thontand  pounds,  becaase  he  was 
aot  worth  ten,  at  the  nokie  earl  insinaatet  ia  btis  lercs^ 
fid  speeeh.  Aad  all  this  was  for  wridng  a  book  oEgatatf 
ihote  mmutwtenU  of  whieh  the  qoeea  wat  reaiarkabiy 
fbnd.  Mr.  Prynne  wat  a  barrister,  aad  a  oMoiber  of 
Liaeoln't  Inn,  not  a  divine;  but  he  did  not  lare'<iiiy- 
poUs^  cktiiimas^merrimenUj  masqtKB^pUtyB^  &a.  to  die* 
like  whieh,  wat  a  great  tin  in  the  dayt  af  king  Charles. 

To  all  thft,  it  matt  .Ibe  added,  that  tome  indiridaah 
among  the  pnritaat  were  men  of  too  little  pradeaee^ 
their  exprettions  were  nnicoarded,  and  their  writings 
terere  and  libellons  ;  and  perhaps  some  that  eoatarted 
with  thit  great  body,  were  aetnaily  bad  men  and  de- 
served exemplary  ponishmeiH ;  but  this  ean  by  no  means 
justify  the  proeeedingt  of  the  Star  Chamber,  and  the 
Court  of  High  Commission.  Men  that  set  at  noaght 
the  statate*law  of  the  reatm,  and  were  pnaithed  ae* 
eordingly,  alRirdt  no  matter  of  eomplaint;  hat  these 
eourts  were  not  courts  of  law,  bat  eonrtt  of  iaqpioitioa, 
and  enginet  of  violenee  and  liet  ^  they  were  an  intuit 
to  mankind,  a  nuitanee  to  the  eommonwealth,aad  prartd 
a  principal  eante  of  bringing  the  king  to  the  tame  ftle 
at  his  ghottly  eonnsellor  saffi^red  a  little  before. 

In  order  to  etiape  thefciy  of  the  timet,  aad  to  breathe 
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a  fraer  Air,  ouillitadet  of  the  pnriUiw  left  tbei)^  aalive 
coQotry,  and  went  Abroad^  9om»  to  Ibe  eosUiif9t»  othc^ 
to  AoioiHii,  till  the  king  foood  i|  neeestarj  lo  proliibit 
tbeoe  flrequent  eoiigrotioiii,  hy  whiek  mean^,  though  the 
AigttiTet  wore  .not  all  leeored),  he  prevented  Olnt$r 
OromwMj  with  some  kindred  aMoci^et,  ^from  takii^ 
loave  of  that  laad  whieh  afterwards  he  goi^erBed,  How 
•hort^ighted  are  mortalt !  Charlei,  had  he  known  the 
peettUar  oharaeter  of  this  man,  would  rather  have  faei-. 
lilated  hii  oeeapo  than  have  aompeUed  him.  to  fttaj •. 
Bat  the  eonaeil  of  Opd  moot  stand.  The  Amerioan 
«ll«rehes  wW  be  notieed  in.  a  subsequent  ehapter* 
^The  assembly  "of  the  Xoiig  FKrUavutUf  in  the  year 
MM,  gave  a  turn  to  the  arbitrarj.proe^edii^of  the 
tourt,  whieh  had,  for  a  series  of  jcears,  reigned  triiipn* 
flamt  over  all  law,  and,  though  undesigiied,  bad  pre- 
favod  the  nation  for  some  great  ehaoge*  Thejslmraf* 
lit  «f  this  parliameni  is  differently  represented  by  dif« 
Ibttet  parties.  In  their  profession,  they  were  aU  mem^ 
hers  of  the  ehnreh  established  ;  but  it  appears  frem 
tlwir  first  #orlBs,  that  they,  as  a  body,  were  more  inelia* 
ed  to  a  redneed  bierarehy,  than  to  that  whieh  had  lale<* 
ly  earned  the  sway.  How  it  eamelo  pass  that  sueh 
a  large  body  of  low  ehnrehmen  eoold  be  introdueed  to* 
gether,  and  at  sueh  a  time,  to  the  House  of  Commons,  is 
not  Ibr  us  minotely  to  inquire.  It  has  been  said  k  was 
by  eomption  and  Tiolenee  f  this  has  also  been  denloAs 
one  thing  is  elear,  ft^m  their  history,  that  they  wove 
ehooen  by  thepeople,aad  that  they,till  overborne  by  mail* 
tary  usurpation,  noted  in  a  way  quite  eonsistent  with  the 
eonstf tmiott  of  the  eountry.  Before  their  migh^  poweas 
Ml  Ihe  8k»  GAam^,  ^High  Commiukm  Omrl,  md 
the  tgtfomiieal  LoMtL  Many  of  the  banished  were  ro'* 
nnHod^  and  the  priloBors  set  at  bborty  i  tlho  pniilMi 
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Kfted  sp  tMr  headt,  and  legalVj  demtflded  soaw  r»- 
flivienitiiii  from  Ikeir  ^rteeitf on. 

^Oae  extreme  prodaeei  aDotber,"  it  a  proTerb  h 
ererj  body's  month.  Thh  was  perfaapi  the  eaoe  ia  the 
affairs  of  Baglaad,  doring  the  uahappy  reigii  of  the 
trtt  Charles.  The  extreme  measures  adopted  hj  this 
prioee  at  the  besimiiog  of  his  reign,  produced  the  op* 
posite  ia  his  parliament  at  the  latter  end  of  it.  And  it 
is  Torj  probable,  that  one  adrantage  gained  bj  the  com- 
mons oTor  the  king  led  them  to  seek  and  to  obtain  others, 
till,  at  length,  thej  broke  all  bonnds,  and  stained  fheir 
history  with  the  blood  of  their  prinee.  The  persoaai 
eharaeter  of  this  psrliament  must  hare  been  the  sub- 
Jeet  of  maaj  ehanges,  from  the  length  df  its  eoafinlh 
anee :  fresh  members  were  Added  npon  the  death  or  de* 
oliao  of  those  first  elected,  and  as  the  diseonteated 
faereased  in  influence,  it  is  likely  that  these  ae^ 
hers  were  of  that  party.  Had  the  exeentlon  of  the  kiof 
bt)en  proposed  to  this  assembly  when  they  flrst  to^  their 
seats,  it  woald  doubtless  hare  been  treated  with  abhor* 
renee;  bnt  as  this  season  of  strifb  and  tumnlt  adTaneed, 
the  spirit  of  contending  parties  ran  high,  and  so  a  great 
Tariety  of  eharaeter  was,  at  length,  associated  in  the 
dispate,  which  prodoeed  a  result  not  thought  of  at  the 


The  death  of  Charles  the  First  to^  plaeo  Jaaaary 
SOth,  i54t,  and  was  sncoeeded  by  what  the  nsnrpiag 
parliaawnt  called  a  CemmmwiuWi ;  but  the  people  had 
bat  little  to  do  in  framing  the  new  system  of  gorern- 
ment.  However,  it  was  scarcely  possible  to  ftrame  a 
oonstitotioB  more  depraTcd  aad  dospotical  than  that  bj 
which  the  nation  had  been  ruled  dnriag  the  re^pm  sf 
the  two  Ibnaor  miwajrchsi  though  the  latter  part  sf 
^^i^crchariascaamotbo  said  to  fcrm  any  part  sf 
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Ut  fi^^  tbe  parlianeni  having  Ukeo  the  reiat  of 
gaveromeat  iato  Iheir  haadt,  aad  had  eammitted  the 
■Mdelliag  and  arraaging  of  ehureh  oiattert  ta  the  ai- 
•BMBLT  OF  DIV1NB8  formed  at  WettoiiBtter,  a.  o*  itt#S* 
Befort.the  death  of  the  king,  the  ase  of  the  litargy  was 
Corhidden,  aad  epieeopaey  laid  aside*  Upon  this  ipiri- 
taal  revoJotioa  the  parliament  iastitoted  the  presbg" 
t^rianfarm  of  govemm€Miy  6y  way  of  trMs  hat  apoa 
tlie  ofoetion  of  the  eommoawealthy  preebjterianiem  re* 
aeifod  a  more  permanent  eitabliihrnent.  This  party 
having  gained  the  aseendenej  in  the  state,  soon  let  the^ 
bishops  and  their  party  know  it.  The  dignitaries  were 
harled  from  their  eooiesiastieal  eminenees,  and  the  pnri- 
tans  piaeed  in  their  ehurehes»  though  with  less  pomp 
and  aulhoritj.  Doabtless  the  sufferings  of  the  episeo« 
pal  elergy  were  great,  but  many  of  them  had  to  remem- 
ber that  they  only  were  made  to  give  way  to  those  pari* 
taos  who  had  oeeupied  the  same  situation  before.  And 
what  eoasiderahly  adds  to  the  honour  of  the  pnritaniaal 
party,  and  lessens  the  iiyury  sustained  bjf  the  episeopa- 
liaaa,  is  the  allowanee  by  parliament  of  one  fifth  of  the 
livings  of  the  sequeUered,  to  their  suffering  wives  aad 
ebildren :  this  humane  rule  was  not  taken  from  the  em- 
aaiple  of  the  first  Charles,  nor  ineuleated  by  the  seeoad* 
This  line  of  eonduet  appears  the  more  magnaninous, 
mhen  we  eonsider  how  th«y  had  been  pravaked  by  the 
erael  and  unbounded  severities  of  the  Star  Chamber, 
and  High  Commission. 

A  rage  fbr  uniformily  appears  to  have  heea  the  lead- 
ii^  bat  disgraceful  feature  of  these  times.  The  pres* 
byleriaas,  when  in  power,  began  to  eontend  for  the  lUvfot 
righi  </  fresbgUrjfs  as  their  predecessors  had  done  for 
^jdBeopaey^  and  therefore,  to  suffer  separatisU,  was,  ia 
tbfir  oetimation»  to  tolerate  $dii9ms  apoa  this  priaeipla 
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die  ladepeB^Bti  frere  rqeeie^  Ike  ettmblkked  dumb, 
and  cmM  teartely  obtaki  aay  thuig  like  teleimtiM.  8» 
little  wai  the  true  tpirit  of  iibetly  wrienlosd  io  tht 
feventeeDth  eestarj. 

Tlie  eeeeMien  ef  Olitbe  Cbomwbll  te  tbe  oftee  ef 
Lord  Pbotbotor,  a.  d.  'i6M,  liappilj  MMlenited  tUi 
ioereastiig  evil.  He  at  oaee  4eelared  fer  teleratievt  aad 
raited  aiany  of  tbe  indepeodcaU  to  petti  of  beaear  aad 
prefif,  betb  ia  tbe  ebareb  aad  ia  «be  ttate.  Thai  Oliver 
•hoold  ealtivatea  geed  aademUadiag  with  thit  4eaaatt« 
aation  it  aot  te  be  wolidclred  at^  ftr  their  prioeiplet 
IhTtmrMl  bit  geveraaient^  iaatwathat  they  were  iaian- 
eat  te  tbie  fennattoa  of  aa j  ebareb  power :  thit  wae  aet 
the  eate  with  tbe  pretbjteriant ;  their  hi^  aetioae  of 
eeeletiMtieal  aatboritj,  their  pretbjtery^  aad  ibeir 
tynodt,  looked  with  aa  atpeet  too  fjrawaiag  apaa  hat 
ambitioot  detigat. 

In  order  Ikrther  to  enrb  tbe  pretbjteriaaty  be  deaM 
ihem  tbe  mU  right  ef  determiniag  who  were  proper  per> 
ioat  flH-  the  eaered  ofiee,  aad  appelated  a  eeort  af  eea> 
tort  or  iryrrt,  for  the  parpote  ef  eiaaiaiag  eaadidatet 
I6r  ordinatiea.  Among  tbete  tryert  he  introdoeed  a 
proportion  of  the  independent  pereaatioaf  to  aiaderale 
that  prtdelietion  whieh  bad  before  prevailed  ia  favear 
ef  pretbjterian  eandidatet« 

The  independeatfl,  that  ander  tbe  fotleriag  eare  ef 
tbe  prefeetory  toea  beeame  a  anDeroUt  aad  pawerfel 
party  ia  tbe  aation.  Tbe  origin  of  thu  teet  hae  been 
BOtieed  in  the  fbnaer  eentorj,  they  were  at  irel  caBcd 
BrOwaittt,  to  whieh  eeaie  of  them  objeet.  Per  nHoqr 
yean  aAer  their  rite,  they  were  hat  an  iaeeoeidenMt 
people  I  fWr  a  while  they  ware  nearty  lott  ia  Eiiglaad; 
hat  H  appeart  that  they  were  gatberiog  etrengtk  en  the 
oo«tiaeB|.  'The  Crtt  regaUr  ehaMh  plaated  ia  thit 
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tonnivf  was  in  the  year  1610,  Mr.  Henry  Jaeob  being 
their  pastor.  By  slow  degp>ee8  this  denoitiination  gain« 
6d  ground,  and  received  accessions  fVou  those  celebrated 
doctors  who  had  retired  to  Ifolland,  among  whonl  was  Mr. 
John  Robinson,  the  fkther  of  the  ri^ormeef  independentTy 
I  say  reformed  independents,  for  those  concerning  whonl 
we  are  now  speaking,  were  men  of  a  very  superior  elila* 
racter  to  those  at  first  denominated  Brownists.  Th^ 
most  distinguished  of  their  divines  at  this  period,  was 
Dr.  John  Owen,  whom  the  protector  introduced  to  tha 
vice-chancellorship  of  Oxford. 

During  the  former  part  of  Charles's  reign,  the  inde* 
pendents  suffered  in  common  with  the  other  puritans  ; 
but  upon  the  sitting  of  the  long  parliament  they  assumed 
considerable  courage,  and  soon  came  into  repute }  they 
continued  to  flourish  till  the  restoration  of  Charles  II* 
apon  which  event  they  and  the  presbyterians  became, 
pretty  much  one  people,  both  persecuted  neither  tole- 
rated, companions  in  persecution  and  afiDiction. 

It  was  during  the  commonwealth,  that  age  of  fanati- 
cism, that  the  sect  of  the  Quakers  came  into  existence. 
Their  author  was  George  Fox^  a  poor  country  shoe^^* 
maker,  who  being  of  a  peculiar  turn  of  mind,  left  bis 
business,  under  the  persuasion  that  he  was  divinely  in* 
gpiredf  to  lead  his  fellow-men  into  paths  of  truth  hither- 
to  unexplored.  The  chief  principle  with  which  he 
started  was,  that  the  scripture  is  a  dead  Utter,  and  the 
only  light  by  which  a  man  can  attain  to  the  knowledge 
of  God  is  within  him— -the  scriptures  were  not  altoge- 
ther thrown  aside,  btit  tliey  could  be  rendered  useful 
only  by  this  inward  light.  In  addition  to  this  leading 
sentiment.  Fox  waged  irreconcilt^able  war  with  all  oat- 
ward  forms ;  the  sacraments,  rituab»  seasons  of  wor- 
tbigf  odnisters,  were  all  beggarly  elementt.    To  destroy 
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this  chamber  of  i%Agerj,  Fnx  entered  the  efattrehe*  and 
interropted  the  ministers,  and  assoeiated  ethers  with 
him  in  the  same  practice.  8nch  outrage  apon  deeoiey 
and  eirit  rig^ht^  exposed  him  and  his  foUnwers  to  the 
ahastisement  of  the  civil  roag^strate ;  bat  these  fanatics 
rather  gloried  in  their  suiferingSy  and  eontinned  ftr 
nanj  years  their  attacks  upon  all  eeelesiasfieal  rights. 
Cromwell* at  first  thought  of  soppressing  this  straiq^ 
people  bjlhe  civil  power,  as  they  were  the  avowed  ene« 
mies  of  him  and  his  government ;  bat  he  fband  it  best 
to  maintain  a  close  watch  over  their  coDdnet,  and  em- 
ploy the  best  means,  quietly,  to  counteract  their  intend- 
ed mischief. 

After  the  restoration,  Robert  Barclay  attempted  ta 
reduce  this  association  of  mysticism  and  fanatieism  ta 
a  regular  system  of  theology.  This  attempt  was  pah- 
lished  by  way  of  an  apology ^  and  is  acknowledged  in 
that  character  by  the  quakers  to  this  day.  Bat  this 
production  did  not  screen  them  from  the  strong  arm  of 
aivtl  authority.  Indeed  it  was  impossible,  from  their 
religious  principles,  to  reduce  them  to  the  common  level 
of  citizens^  without  violent  means ;  they  refused  all 
oaths,  and  therefore  could  not  be  bound  to  obey  the 
supreme  magistrate ;  they  refused  to  pay  tythes  and 
church  rateSf  hence  expensive  and  severe  courses  of 
law  were  adopted  to  exact  the  payment :  all  these  things 
are  placed  to  the  account  of  their  suflTerings  and  afford 
matter  for  glory.  Under  James  II.  they  were  Hsvnnred 
with  toleration,  and  exempted  from  the  chief  of  the 
hardships  of  which  they  before  complained.  The  glo* 
lions  accession  of  William  and  Mary  relieved  them 
Drom  their  sufferings,  and  placed  them  upon  a  level  with 
all  other  sectaries.  The  sentiments  this  people  hold 
are  exceedingly  difieult  to  define~tbeir  writings  and 
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AtiT  diseonrset  are  teaMtiiots  very  uointeliigible ; 
IhHii  their,  ambiguity  on  plenary  intpiratioBy  some  im^ 
pate  to  them  a  refined  deiflm^  but  at  they  deny  it,  I 
shall  not  impute  it  to  them*  Their  pablie  miniatra^ 
lions  allow  of  the  exereise  of  the  female  f^ift  of  speech  i 
they  refuse  all  honoor  and  homage  to  their  fellow* 
men ;  in  their  dress  they  affeet  nofa^ioH^  under  the 
^rb  of  old  fashion  $  and  in  their  address  they  maintain 
the  shibboleth  of  thee  and  thoUm  I  have  no  doubt 
but  that  among  this  class  of  religionists,  there  are  many 
who  truly  fear  God  and  serve  him  in  the  gospel  of  his 
Son ;  but  the  far  greater  part  form  a  body  politie, 
rather  than  a  part  of  the  body  Christian* 

The  year  1608  pat  an  end  to  the  usurpation  of  Crom* 
well,  and  eonsigned  his  proud  flesh  to  some  vnknowa 
grave.  No  sooner  was  the  protector  dead,  than  the  divers 
parties  in  the  nation  began  to  discover  their  several 
dispositions.  Richard,  the  son  of  Oliver,  was  just  ae» 
koowledged  as  his  father's  successor,  but  this  post  he 
resigned  in  a  few  months,  and  left  the  parliament  and 
the  army  to  settle  the  succession.  After  much  eabaU 
it  was  agreed  upon  by  the  parliament,  that  Charles  IL 
should  be  restored,  and  accordingly  commissioners  were 
dispatched  to  him  to  signify  the  wish  of  the  nation,  and 
to  attend  him  over  from  the  continent,  whither  he  had 
retired  daring  the  interregnum. 

Charles^  during  his  exile,  had  lost  the  little  protes* 
tantism  which  he  possessed  before ;  but  in  order  to  be 
reinstated  on  the  English  throne,  it  was  necessary  he 
ahoald  avow  himself  a  most  hearty  and  sound  advocate 
for  the  reformed  religion.  It  is  very  remarkable  that 
•aeh  a  character  as  the  son  of  that  prince  who,  a  few 
jeai^  before,  was  pat  to  death  under  the  imputation  of 
tyranny  and  popery,  should  be  invited  by  the  advoeatea 
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•f  a  cMMnonwealtk  lo  Meead  the  Umse  %i  BiigUsi, 
wiili#«t  a»7  legiiimate  ftipoktiMif  for  the  cavil  and 
religioM  rights  of  Brhiah  eitizeM.  The  Iknatieisoi  of 
the  age  had  pradueed  a  hi^  ref^ard  to  every  tlua^  eoa« 
aeeted  with  stnn^  modal  impuUe;  furely  this  most 
kave  heea  the  eoie  when  the  restoratioa  of  the  yoao^^ 
kiop;  was  rrtolved  opoa^  or  some  measures  woald  have 
been  attempted,  ealf  uiaied  to  seeare  those  advaotaf^ 
for  whieh,the  nation  had  been  so  long  struggling. 

With  the  restoration  of  n^narehy  presently  appear* 
•d  the  old  hierarehy,  and  happy  for  this  system,  that 
Cromwell  died  so  soon,  or  episeopaey  had  quite  ex* 
pired  in  England.  Upon  Charles's  aseension,  the  pres* 
byterians  hegged  hard  for  the  eontinoation  of  their  esta- 
Mishment,  and  at  ftrst  they  were  flattered,  but  the  king 
liked  the  aged  venerable  prelaey  best  The  presbyta*' 
riaa  elergy^  by  these  means,  were  soon,  in  great  nnai- 
bers,  compelled  to  resign  their  livings  to  the  former  tn- 
•nmbents,  except  in  eases  wherein  the  aid  inenmbents 
liad  died.  But  in  order  to  bring  the  hierarchy  to  a  state 
af  perfbetion,  the  act  of  uniformittf  was  passed,  by  which 
4he  presbyterians  were  oompletely  swept  out. 

This  act  of  unifortnity  received  the  royal  assent  en 
the  totb  of  May,  1668,  and  was  enforced  on  Bmrtkolo* 
meir-Aiy,  the  34th  of  August  following,  a  day  fbrnoas 
in  the  ehureh  for  popish  cruelty  and  prelatical  oppres* 
abn»  It  required  every  clergyman  in  the  land  to  take 
the  following  oath :  ^'  J,  A.  B.  do  hereby  dedare  my  tm* 
^feigned  oisent  and  content  to  aU  and  every  thing  con- 
^  tainedy  and  preeeribed  in  and  by  the  book^  entitled  the 
<<  book  of  common  frayer^  and  administmtion  of  the 
^  eacramentSy  and  other  rites  and  eeremonise  of  the  ehurth 
u  of  England^  together  unth  the  pealUr  or  peatme  of 
^  M^avidy  appointed  a$  they  are  to  be  eung  or  aouf  tn 
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**  churches:  and  the  form  and  manner  of  makings  ordain^ 
*^  ingf  and  consecrating  of  (nshops^priestSy  and  deacons J^ 
JBrery  minister  refoftini;  to  take  this  oath,  was,  by  thif 
aet,  subject  to  the  penalty  of  Umng  his  cure,  livings  or 
preferment* 

After  the  re-establishment  of  episeopaej,  Charle% 
by  the  adviee  of  his  parliament  and  eonvoeation,  made 
some  slight  alterations  in  the  serviee-book,  and  likewise 
deereed  that  the  ordination  of  all  presbyterians  should 
be  null  and  yoid,  and  that  they  should  obtain  episcopal 
•rders  before  taking;  the  above  oath.  The  new  revised 
prayer- hooky  with  (he  act  of  uniformity,,  being  a  work 
•f  such  magnitude^  it  was  impossible  it  could  be  circu* 
lated  through  the  king^dom  time  enough  for  the  clergy 
lo  see  it  before  the  time  fixed  for  subscription.  Re- 
erdination,  to  the  avowed  presbyterian,  was  a  great  and 
insuperable  objection.  With  all  those  in  the  remoter 
parts  of  the  kingdom,  the  time  was  too  short,  even  to 
^ive  them  fLB  opportunity  of  seeing  the  hook  they  were 
called  to  subscribe ;  to  those  resolved  at  all  events  to 
keep  their  living,  this  was  no  grievance,,  but  to  many  it 
proved  an  obstacle.  And  even  to  many  of  those  w  ho 
were  acquainted  with  the  exact  r haracter  of  all  that 
was  required,  the  service-book,  with  '*  all  and  every 
thing^^^  was  exceedingly  offensive  The  effects  pro- 
duced by  this  act  of  uniformity  were  various :  muJtl- 
tndes  subscribed,  to  retain  their  livings,  and  thereby 
l^ve  infidelity  occasion  to  say  that  religion  was  only  a 
piece  of  state-craft ;  others,  doubtless^  fell  in  with  the 
requisition  from  principle  }  but  two  thousand^  at  onee^ 
refiised  to  comply,  and  were,  of  course,  expelled  from 
their  churches  and  chureh  offices,  and  cast,  abandoned, 
an  the  wide  world,  with  their  wives  and  children,  to 
atarve  or  beg.  But  the  evil  fell,  not  only  on  the  ejeeteil 
2RJ8 
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clergy,  the  ehnrefa  at  largo  sbarH  greatly  in  tke  mb* 
leqaeaeet  of  Ikit  ooddoii  and  violoBf  aol ;  aiaaj  laf|^ 
aad  pojpaloos  paritliot  wore  at  oaoe  withoat  the  aMam 
of  iaitruetioa  |  two  tkoaoaad  Biiantert  wore  aiioood,  at 
a  time  when  the  ehureh  was  aot  ovorftoeke4.  It  eaa* 
•ot  bo  thongkt  that  the  ejeetod  were  all  eifaallj  learaeil, 
pioof,  or  apt  to  teaeb,  hot  take  thorn  as  a  body,  thoir 
people,  their  writingt,  and  their  eaoaues  bear  witacoo^ 
they  were  men  of  tool  and  of  fente,  whieh  oaa  oeareely 
be  tatd  of  that  spnrioas  raee  whieh  oneeeeded  thoai,  at 
the  proftigate  reiga  of  Charles  the  Sec^ond  abaadaatly 
tettifies.  Bot  the  reader  will  a«k,  For  what  werotlKoo 
men  expelled  the  ehnreh  P  A  negative  aatwer  it  at 
liaad :  Not  for  ignoranee,  or  heterodoxy,  or  inaMra* 
lity,  nor  for  ditaffeetion  to  the  BKinareh,  Ibr  tliey  were 
the  fhiei^protetlort  againtt  the  exeeation  of  the  fktker, 
and  the  priaeipal  eaote  of  bringing  in  agM  the  ooa ; 
bat  they  had  borne  the  name  and  eharaeter  of  paritaat^ 
they  were  avowed  enemiet  of'  popery  and  of  p^pith 
•nperttitioBt  $  in  a  word,  they  were  altogether  a  elatt 
of  men  unfit  for  the  shfimeftil  porpotet  of  to  lewd  aad 
mpatriotie  a  king  at  Charles  the  Seeond. 

The  eontequeneet  attending  the  patting  of  this  aet, 
gave  birth  to  the  denominationt  of  non^cmtfonmisi  and 
citsteiifer  and  if  this  had  been  the  only  evil,  thongh 
never  to  reproaehful,  it  might  have  been  patiently 
borne  by  the  ejeeted  elergy ;  bat  the  tuierings  attaeh«l 
to  the  denomination  were  ernel  and  exeessively  afllietivai 
Many  remained  silent  altogether,  and  endeavoared  to 
begaile  their  sequestration  from  the  poblie  ministry,  by 
IbeeoflMng  private  ehaplains  and  teaehers,  or  turned  their 
attention  to  the  study  of  physie ;  others  eontriTed  to 
exereise  their  ministerial  talents  among  their  friends, 
ia  sooial  assemblies,  wbilo  some  refused  to  bo  silea^ 
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«ad  exposed  themielvtt  to  mueh  of  that  rigour  before 
praetisedl  hj  tlie  inqaititorial  SUr-ehafflber  and  coart 
oif  Higli  i;««aiiMioii. 

•  Private  mMeaibltes  being  held  bj  some  of  the  noneon- 
f«raiitto,  tiie  bigher  powers  took  great  ofl^oee,  aod  pass- 
ed  many  severe  laws  to  prevent  sueh  an  outrage  upon 
the  established  ehureb.  And  what  is  trolj  remarkable, 
tbe  flagu^  whieh  broke  out  in  the  metropolis,  a.  d. 
itfid,  was  made  an  oeeation  of  inereasing  these  severe 
penalties.  This  dreadful  event  was  preceded  by  an  nnu* 
Mial  droaght,  bj  whieh  means  a  murrain  spread  among 
tfaeeattle^and  rendered  their  flesh  not  only  unwholesome 
fsr  food,  but  the  air  was  eontaminated  thereby.  The  in- 
feetioi  was  soon  eomnninieated  to  the  eity,  and  from  the 
•lose  and  eonfined  manner  in  whieh  the  inhabitants, 
from  neeessiiy,  lived,  the  pettilenee  made  the  most  rap- 
Id  and  awful  strides,  till  a  hundred  thousand  of  the  pop- 
ulation were  swept  away.  In  this  extremity  all  trada 
WM  at  an  end,  the  shops  quite  shut  up,  I  he  grass  grew  in 
the  streets,  and  the  more  wealthy  and  independent  part 
•r  the  inhabitants  fled  for  their  lives,  among  whom  was 
tlie  established  clergy,  exeept  a  very  few.  At  this  aw- 
ful crisis,  some  of  the  ejected  ministers,  alter  the  ex- 
Aiiple  of  the  early  Christians  in  the  third  and  fourth 
centoriiis  ventured  to  stand  up  between  the  living 
asd  the  dead ;  they  even  occupied  some  of  the  de-  ^ 
gerted  pulpits,  eoneeiving  that  sueh  an  extraordi- 
Bftry  case  would  justify  them  in  the  eyes  of  the 
lagialatnre ;  but  while  these  men  were  hazarding  their 
Isvvs  to  serve  both  the  souls  and  bodies  of  the  distressed 
citizens,  the  fugitive  parliament  assembled  at  Oxford, 
were  aetaally  framing  a  law  to  prevent  the  non-conform- 
int  el«rgy  fron  coming  within  five  miles  of  any  corpo- 
nUion  nnlees  they  would  take  a  most  cxtrfivagant  and  un- 
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reasoiable  o»th.  This  aet  WM  ealled  tfu  Oxford  fiot- 
mile  act;  some  few  sabraitted  to  the  oath,  b«t  the  gremi* 
er  nomber  treated  it  as  an  imposition,  and  ran  nil  riski. 
A  ehief  prooMter  of  these  perseentions  was  Lord  L'Uim« 
don,  a  man  of  exaetlj  the  same  stamp  as  Land  in  the 
former  reign,  and  similar  was  his  downfal ;  being  im- 
peaehed  before  the  bar  of  the  bouse  of  peers,  he  banish* 
ed  himself  to  Franee,  and  bj  an  aet  pasaed  speedilj  af- 
ter, his  return  was  rendered  unlawful. 

The  plague  was  sneeeeded  in  the  following  year  hj 
the  dreadful  fire  whieh  consumed  about  thirteen  thon- 
tand  dwelling  houses,  eightj-nine  churehes,  including 
St.  PauPs,  together  with  manj  publie  structures,  aneh  as 
•ehooU,  libraries,  and  hospitals.  The  p^i^ne  robbed 
London  of  her  parochial  ministen  ;  the^re  robbed  her 
of  her  parochial  churches  ;  and  here  again  the  non-eon* 
formists  ventured  to  step  in,  by  erecting  large  wooden 
places,  which  being  for  temporarj  use,  were  called  tab- 
ernacles ;  others  fitted  up  large  rooms,  and  in  thene  pla* 
ees  the  persecuted  servants  of  the  Most  High  God  liAed 
np  their  voice,  and  bade  the  people  to  learn  righteouaness 
while  God's  judgments  were  so  awfully  abroad.  Amidst 
the  coDfiternation  and  loss  al tending  this  eonflagratioa^ 
the  ejected  were  suffered  to  teach  and  to  preach  withoat 
much  oppoftition. 

During  the  feign  of  Charles,  many 'were  the  attempts 
of  the  presbyterians  to  obtain  the  removal  of  those  oaths 
and  subscriptions  by  which  they  were  shut  out  of  the 
church.  Mr.  Daxter,  among  ethers,  drew  np  condtUons 
containing  alterations  in  the  liturgy,  and  rednetions  in 
the  eanons  and  articles,  but  could  not  aucceed,  with  the 
parliament.  In  these  attempts  of  the  presbyterinns  to 
regain  their  standing  in  the  churoh,  it  must  be  remember- 
od,  that  they  were  abetted  by  some  bishops  and  dignila- 
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riet .  and  IbMemediatiDg  mmI  eMMiliatory  dirines  w«re 
by  tlieir  more  high  and  violeDt  brethreo,  called  LatUu* 
dinaruLJiB.  With  the  indepeadeBti  it  wat  otherwise^ 
frr  they  deeidedly  objected  to  an  entablithmeot  alto* 
geiher,  and  begged  only  to  be  tolerated.  The  principal 
iBan  in  thij  denomination  was  the  great  Dr,  John  Owen^ 
but  all  the  projected  schemes  of  both  parties  failed,  and 
tbe  reign  of  this  prince  continued  to  the  end,  one  scene 
of  violence,  persecution,  tyranny  and  frand. 

To  the  honour  of  the  qnakers  it  must  be  spoken,  that 
before  tho  eonelasion  of  this  period,  they  had  learned 
mneb  wisdom  and  prudence,  by  their  sufferings.  Their 
baldness  eonneeted  with  their  peaeeableness  and  pa^ 
tienee  entitled  them  to  a  name  and  a  place  among  tbe 
defenders  of  religious  liberty. 

Charles  Iba  Second,  after  a  abort  illness,  ended  bii 
.daysv  and  closed  his  ill  eontrivcd  government  on  tbe 
0ih  ef  Febmary,  i680.  His  d^ath  would  have  oeeasioo- 
ed  Utile  sorrow,  but  in  bis  successor  the  nation  feared 
ibey  shenld  pass  from  bad  to  worse.  The  eharaeier  of 
4Sbarles  may  be  given  in  a  few  words.  In  manae rs,  be 
was  the  gentleman,  possessing  a  lively  wit,  with  a  fertile 
Jumy.  As  a  prince,  he  wore  the  ^rown,  bai  the  sceptre 
Jbt  ealmsted  to  madmen  and  knaves.  He  professed  ta 
he  a  prolestant,  but  his  strong  inelioation  to  popery  lor- 
kmd  him  realising  his  professions.  His  morality  constsl* 
el  in  a  tissue  of  the  small  virtues,  and  the  great  vices : 
aoeapable  of  friendship,  ungrateful,  suspicious.  He  was 
wifitted  for  all  the  duties  of  dom^tie  life,  by  bis  wan- 
ion  attaehment  to  (he  worst  part  of  the  human  race,  bad 
woesen.  As  be  lived,  so  he  died,  a  bad  monarch  and  a 
worse  man. 

Tbat  predileetion  for  the  catholic  religion,  which  the 
lata  king  bad  disgutsed  and  disavowed,  was,  by  James 
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the  8eeo»d,  aekirawledged  and  pvUielj  profetMd.  Tte 
first  Bvndaj  after  his  aseeasion,  he  weat  opealj  ta  ■■■, 
aad  eonmaiided  the  priest  who  hail  attended  hia  hrotlnr 
in  his  dying  moments,  to  deelare  to  the  world  that 
Charles  died  a  eatholie.  The  priests  aad  jesnits  preaentfy 
rallied  round  the  royal  palaee,  and  things  at  eonrt  hq(aa 
to  look  very  favourably  towards  Rome.  The  irst  year 
of  James's  reign  was  marked  with  very  severe- perseca* 
tions  against  the  mineonformists,  to  whieh  the  eveat  of 
Monmouth's  rebellion  eontributed  not  a  little.  The 
wanton  emities  of  Colonel  Kirk  and  Judge  Je/frk»t 
though  they  appear  upon  the  page  of  English  history, 
would  hardly  be  eredited  in  the  memoirs  of  an  Baatetm 
despot 

Aa  aflTeetion  for  the  eatholies  bad  freqoently  iadoeed 
the  late  prinee  to  nrge  his  parliament  to  grant  a  free 
toleration,  whieh  while  it  would  have  eased  the  poritaas, 
would  also  have  equally  benefited  those  of  the  Romaa 
persoasion ;  but  to  this  the  national  senate  always  oh- 
jeeted.  Bat  James  resolved,  by  hit  own  assumed  pro> 
rogative,  to  eflfeet  that  whieh  his  brother  had  solieited  ia 
Tain.  Aeeordingly,  in  the  year  1686,  the  king,  by  his  own 
power,  dispensed  with  the  laws  by  whieh  all  aoa-eoa* 
formists  ba4  been  oppressed  and  perseented.  This  sov* 
ereign  aet  of  bis  majesty,  gave  great  alarm  to  all  parties, 
oxeept  to  the  papists,  for  the  dissenters  tbemselvos  were 
far  from  being  satisfied  with  a  toleration  whieh  broka 
down  at  onee  the  barrier  that  had  long,  aad  they  eoa* 
oeived,  justly,  separated  between  the  protestant  aad 
eatholie  interests.  But  this,  and  some  other  eirenmstaa- 
«es  of  a  like  nature,  brought  about  the  glorious  revela- 
tion of  1688. 

By  the  Hgpensing  power  of  the  king,  «eelesiastical 
•6tbs  and  snbsoriptioas  were,  in  many  oases,  dispeassd 
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with ;  bj,  wbteh  Hie  ebareh  aad  the  miiTertitiee,  with 
other  plfteee  ef  proit  wbA  trait,  were  thrown  opcB  to  ea- 
tholiet  and  teetariet.  The  ehureh  of  Btfgkod,  tbne 
hroof^t  kite  ttraite,  b^^  to  eoarl  the  help  aad  fkrow 
rf  the  noa-eoofonaUt«,  as  the  odIj  eoond  proteetaate 
likely  to  aiake  a  stand  against  the  Romanists,  who  were 
eoaiing  in  like  a  torrent  on  ail  sides.  It  was  the  high 
ehureh  party  that  had  brought  the  monarehy  to  this 
Imght  of  pretended  prerogative,  and  it  was  but  right 
tb»t  this  same  establishment  shonid  be  the  first  to  taste 
It*  ripe  fruits. 

The  liberty  granted  the  non-eonfbrmbts  by  the  oxer- 
eise  of  the  king's  prerogatire,  though  desirable  in  itself, 
was  nevertheless  received  and  embraeed  with  great  ean- 
tfon,  and  even  coolness,  by  seme  of  the  more  wise  and 
pmdent  of  that  body,  and  that  from  two  eireumstanees* 
Tlw  liberty  granted  was  contrary  to  Aitr,  and  its  tennre 
theiofore  uncertain ;  and  also  it  was  equally  operative 
in  favour  of  the  papists,  who  were  availing  theraselree 
of  ic  without  hesitation  or  delay.  It  was  therefore  east* 
Ij  seen,  that  this  dbpensation  was  more  for  the  eneoor* 
ageoient  of  papistieal  than  prolestant  dissenters  \  and 
farther,  it  was  foreseen,  that  if  the  king  ultimately  gaia- 
e4  bis  end,  popery  would  triumph,  and  the  non-eonferm- 
ists  would  thereby  change  the  persecution  of  the  church 
of  England  for  that  of  the  church  of  Rome  \  therefore 
tktj  chose  to  remain  as  the  laws  lefl  them,  rather  than 
ma  aneh  a  most  dangerous  risk.  This  resolution  does 
tkem  great  credit,  and  doubtless  raised  them  high  in  the 
opinion  of  all  thinking  and  sober^mindfd  men  in  the 
ehareh  and  nation.  But  this  conduct  of  the  dissenters 
greatly  displeased  the  king,  who,  in  his  rashness,  imme- 
ditttnly  declared  more  decidi^ly  for  the  papal  system, 
bj  eptering  into  a  eorveq^ndence  with  the  pope,  and  by 
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f*iwAg  papiett  to  the  kiglMl  ofleerte  tli««ia«eiti 
amy* 

It  niiitt  W  v«ti«e4,  tlMt  i«  IIm  elwrvfc  at  flii*  liw, 
IImto  w€I«  tw«  ditfitct  elMinMterft  t  « lii|^  iM^pwfy, 
wW  beM  the  doetrine  of  MinreiMtaiitenrd  piMsi^o^ 
AeoM,  tofether  wffth  ft  deml  more  eqmlly  propuotifooii 
the  otiwr  party  were  m^rn  of  o  milder  tpirk,  wlio,  tiMogfe 
oqoftHy  toyok  mad  oo  good  EvglMimeii,  were  MotwIA' 
•to«di«g  deeirooo  of  a  more  liberal  plan  in  the  eeelem- 
attioal  d^arlawot,  by  whieb  all  parties  miglit  be  eoo- 
filiated.  But  at  this  time  ofdittrett,  bolh  fticoe  ap- 
peared to  be  agreed  ia  tolieiting  the  favoar  aed  fHiitiTal* 
iag  a  good  andertCanding  witb  tbe  protestant  dieoerteii, 
Tboy  weal  so  far  at  to  promiee*  aioftt  fbitbf^lly,  tbaf  if 
U  were  ever  ia  their  power,  they  shoald  testily  Ibat  dmy 
bad  learaed  better  than  to  peroeeute  in  fature,  aod  tbat 
tbey  woald  oee  tbeir  best  endearoars  to  procare  aJI  tbat 
iM*  tbeir  disseating  brethren)  wbieh  shoold  render  tbcm 
at  happy  as  tbenMolTes  might  be.  Witb  tbe  moderate 
party,  this  prof^ioa  of  friendtbip  was  perbapn  qvite 
tfm  the  heart ;  bat  with  the  otbers)  ar  it  wtH  preoimly 
appear,  all  was  the  langaage  of  distreso,  and  arose  ll'om 
BO  motive  bat  fear. 

The  year  t«ia8,  tmb  bba  ot  thb  olorioy^  BBToi.r- 
noa,  relieved  the  trembling  ehnreh  from  her  f^rs,  by 
tbe  aeeowion  of  William,  PRikoBoi^  Oraitgb.  W^ 
liam  was  son-ia-law  to  James,  hating  married  bit 
prtneely  daagbter  Mart,  who  by  the  tuirage  of  tbe  aa* 
tion  thared  with  hereoatort  ia  the  dignrty  and  atilhority 
of  the  Saglish  throne.  8ome  of  the  high  chnrefi  bill* 
opt  upon  their  prinetpleof  the  cKtnneri^f  of  bftign,  re- 
Ibsed  to  take  the  oath  of  allegianee,  eonwidering  Wil« 
liam  in  tbe  light  of  an  otnrper.  These  wer^  ^lled  wen- 
furwTB  f  Body  IB  ooate^aoBOo  of  tbeir  reftnal,  wen!  ex- 
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pelfted  their  teet.  Ooe  •/  tbe  irtt  aett  paMed  in  tliif 
reign,  was  exaetljr  agreeable  te  the  aelmawledged  pria* 
eiplet  apon  wbieh  William  was  iavited  over,  and  plae« 
•d  OD  the  throne  :  it  it  eatilled,  ^<  •tfn  act  far  txemftmg 
ihtir  m»j€$tw?  pratutant  stAjecU  dimenHng  from  th€ 
ekureh  of  Englamd^  from  the  penaUUi  (^  certain  law$ 
thermu  meuUoned.^^  This  instrament  of  parlianent  ia 
geaeralljr  denominated  thk  TOLaaATiON  aot.  Tbus^ 
the  non-ronformistt,  aAer  a  long  •eaion  of  perteeutiom 
and  oppreMion,  obtained  a  legal  dieeharge,  and  wero 
aoffered  to  wortliip  God  after  the  dietatet  of  their  eoa« 
aeiences,  none  daring  to  make  them  afraid. 

In  eonnexion  with  this  aet  of  toleration,  William  pro« 
eeeded  to  make  provision  for  healing  the  breaeh  whieh 
liad  been  nsade,  bjr  the  hard-worded  oaths  respecting  the 
eaaons  and  ritual  of  the  ehoreh.  Aceordingly  the  dt- 
Tines  were  assembled  in  eonvoeatioa,  and  the  non-eoa- 
formists'  sernples  taken  into  eonsideration ;  bat  no  alter* 
aiion  in  eanons,  artieles,  liturgy,  habits,  oaths,  and  sub*- 
aeriptions,  would  the  obstinate  bishops  and  dignitaries 
submit  to,  notwithstanding  all  their  reeent  promises,  and 
the  serious  entreaties  of  their  more  eandid  brethren. 
Thus  the  non-eonformists  were  separated  from  their 
mother  ehureh,  without  hope  of  being  ever  again  admit- 
ted to  her  fellowship,  or  allowed  to  share  ia  her  favours. 

The  last  hope  of  reeoneiliatioa  between  ehoreh  aad 
dissent  being  extinguished,  the  rejeeted  party  availed 
iheflwelves  of  the  toleration  granted  them,  and  began  ta 
famish  themselves  with  plaees  ia  whieh  to  held  their 
assemblies.  A  eoasiderable  number  of  those  great  men 
who  had  been  ejeeted  by  the  aet  of  uniformity  in  i6^2f 
aurvived  the  revolution;  and  plaated  many  of  those  largo 
and  flottrithing  ehnrehes  in  and  about  the  metropolis, 
deiMalaatai  ipifftadant  5  and  even  those,  whieh 

tr 
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t»  fhe  MMWi  vf  BMh  ami  «•  Batct^  il«w,FkflM^ 
B«rge»,  B«ifcr,  •».  lie. 

At  Ihii  ptmd  there  %m  in  BaglMi  «  graM  4mI  rf 
i^a»g«lkal  preMbkig,  botb  10  u4  Mt  •f  lli# 
Iftevt,  aMi  fbr  Mine  yean  tkHigt  bere  a  l»ppT  < 
'I'ie  reiga  ef  Wiltiaai  JwC  eaten  fhe  aeit  eeaturf  1  le 
fke  hoBoar  %f  kit  ^caitrj  be  it  reeerde^,  thai  he  gfared 
Oie  Int  aett  ef  hit  gOTeraaieat  wHh  rdigtiuMey^iUimf 
ta4  1^  a  large  praportioa  ef  hie  people  fa  the  paeen 
fiea  ef  that  bard-earaed  privilege,  of  abieh  they  pnrrti 
themselves  highly  worthy. 

SOOTLARD. 

The  plan  ef  the  Seots  ehareh,  as  we  have  seea^  was 
aher  the  Geaevan  model.  Saeh  James  left  it  whea  he 
taeh  pessessiea  of  the  Baglish  erown,  bat  before  his 
dteth  he  afteaipfed  to  destroy  that  system,  aad  iastead 
tbereafi  to  establtsh  episeopaey  $  thaa  soeh  a  aieasorei 
aothiag  eould  be  adopted  more  likely  to  oflrod  aiid  tni- 
tote*  rharles  the  Fint  panaed  the  saaie  liae  ofeoa* 
doet,  aad  by  IWreiag  his  Ikvoarite  prelaey  opoa  thlit  aa-> 
lioO)  readered  himself,  in  the  day  of  distress,  as  pitlaUe 
an  ob|eei  ao  ever  grasped  a  seeptre. 

The  apostaey  of  James,  aad  the  oppressioa  of  his  sea, 
ihoogh  very  111  brooked  by  the  8eottlsh  aatioa,  yet  had 
Hot  so  disgOsted  them  with  these  priaees,  as  to  prepare 
their  minds  for  the  goveraaieat  asarped  and  impooed  by 
CremweU.  I'heir  ttMt  attempts  to  restore  Cbwies 
the  Beeend  brought  apoa  them  the  wrath  of  the  protee* 
tor,  but  they  were  allowed  the  free  eiereise  of  their  re* 
Kgioas  pnvile|(es ;  aad  the  gosp4,  dariag  this  period, 
taa  aad  was  glorified. 

Tha  resCoratMi  of  mtiiffthy  ia  timfertoaaflia 
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Mfoad  Cbftrtetf  renewed  the  old  elrife  alHHpt  eyjeeopai^ 
ej,  wbieli  the  king  teemed  determned  l«  etimblivli 
tlinMi|;li#»t  all  bie  domiBieiii.    Tbta  episeepnejTf  liolk» 

^  in§  tmli  hm  leM  relished  by  the  SeoU,  Ihoiifh  nided 
•nd  ahrUfd  by  the  eieelient  and  gentle  LeigbteBy  m^ 

'painted  firal  ta  the  tee  af  DunbUia,  and  affaerwarda 
(ranalalad  la  the  arahbithaprie  of  St.  Aadrews.  Tha 
viatent  meataret  adapted  by  Dr.  Sharp  were  ta  iN  ra« 
aaived  by  the  xealauit  pretbyteriant,  that  io  this  spirit- 
nal  aflfiray  be  last  his  Ufa  f  bat  the  Christjao-like  Laigh* 
tanaavad  hath  his  life  and  his  charaeter,  by  porsving  a 
iNire  maderata  plan*  and  by  eventually  abaadoniog  tha 
apisaapai  enterprise.  The  happy  aseension  of  William 
and  Mary  laid  these  pnyeets  to  rest,  and  since  then* 
inetlsnd  has  qnietly  enjoyed  her  presbytery,  and  been 
anSerad  baldly  la  avaw  her  solema  league  and  eora^ 
■t 

IRnLAND 

neng  the  protestant  states,  rather  from  its  sub- 
I  la  Sngland,  than  by  the  general  ebaraeter  af  iia 
paaple  Spisaopaey  was  established  appn  the  refarma- 
tian,  but  tha  revenues  of  tha  ehareb  being  ai  so  law  aa 
Mh  ar  ehiefly  in  the  hands  of  the  papists,  it  beeama 
Boaesaary  to  throw  several  sees  together,  in  order  ta 
nsake  op  support  for  one  bishop ;  and  the  same  was  dona 
with  the  livings,  by  whieh  means  the  authority  of  tha 
«largy  deeliaed,  and  popery  maintained  its  ground.  Tha 
piety  and  well-poized  zeal  of  Arehbishop  Usher,  in 
name  measure  eounteraeted  the  tendeney  of  these  evila. 
Be  wisely,  in  his  provinee,  eneouraged  men  of  piety  and 
talent,  withant  binding  them  rigorously  down  to  littla 
aaremoniea;  in  eonsequenee  of  whieh,  many  of  the  puri* 
\  and  piaehylariam  were  amplayed  against  the  arrora 
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Mid  taperttitions  of  Rome,  by  whieh  tke  trranplis  of  CW 
ftLpmtj  received  repeated  eheekt.  Had  these  Moderate 
mad  pmdeatial  oieaanrefi  been  porsaed  witb  steady  per- 
•ereranoe,  tbe  state  of  Ireland  wonM  doabtioas  hava 
beea  eoasiderably  altered  for  tbe  better;  but  upon  f^ud'ii 
eoning  iato  power,  the  protestant  interest  was  divided : 
tbrongb  bis  ouid  zeal  for  untformity,  eatholies  saw  tbo 
abief  adversaries  of  popery  foiled  and  driven  off  tbetr 
groand,  while  they  prepared  a  plan  for  tbe  general  de* 
stmetion  of  all  tbe  protestants;wbieb  horrid  plan  they 
effected  in  great  measure,  by  massaereing  aboat  forty 
fkousand  of  that  eommnnity;  the  dateof  this  erentia 
1041,  about  the  beginning  of  the  misnnderttaading  be- 
tween Charles  I.  and  his  parliament 

The  strong  arm  of  Cromwell  was  salBetent  to  keep 
tbe  Irish  in  some  awe,  and  by  hit  authority  protestant* 
ism  was  eaeoaraged  $  but  after  all*  little  towards  the  ra- 
daetion  of  popery  was  effected.  In  the  subsequent  reigns 
popery  increased  greatly,  and  was  the  chief  support  of 
James  during  his  government  j  but  William  Ibnght  aad 
conquered,  and  protestantism  remained  the  fffoWi'dhad 
religion  of  the  country  ;  but  tlie  ikf  greater  part  of  tba 
people  were  stubbornly  devoted  to  the  Roman  see. 
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CHAPTER  V. 
Ambrioaw  Chueohbs. 

New  Evolakd.  Origin  of  Mw  England  Cftitrcftts— . 
Emigrate  to  HcUanA^^SeMB  at  Leyden^^Mgociait 
with  Pifginid  Company — Prepare  for  Oeparture  ia 
Jmerica^^  Their  Voyage '^Arrive  at  Plynumih^^ 
First  Winter^ $  experience-^Fisited  fty  the  Indiane-^ 
Events  of  the  Summer  and  Hdrveet^^Order  and  JHsei-' 
pline^-^ltw  Patent  and  aeeestion  of  Settler^^^Ji/^sm 
PlantationS'^Incorporation  of  JUaesaehusetta  Bay-^ 
JSoire  MventuretS'^Hiarvard  CoUege^^MUiati  Jipostte 
of  the  Indiane-'^nna  Hutchinson — 4fuakers^Baptism 
"^ynoSs-^Rif^  of  Parishes-^Unum  cfCkarehes. 

Southern  Colonies.  Firj^iiMh--Jiifitestoi&ii---Aea<' 
Aonlos— JWtr  Fork* 

West  Indies.  The  popish  Religion  first  introduced-^ 
Bermudas  visited  and  settled. 

Perseoution  it  an  eril,  to  whieh  good  «boii  hsL^t  heoii 
exposed,  from  the  earliest  ages  of  the  world,  dow«  ta 
modem  limes.  It  began  to  operate  in.  the  first  hnman 
Ikmily,  and  at  what  period  it  will  eease  to  usorp  the 
rifl^hls  of  eonseienee,  is  not  for  ns  to  say.  The  moni 
and  pelitieal  raisehiefs  it  has  prodoeed,  one  wonld  havo 
tbooght.  most  hare  long  ago  determined  its  fate ;  b«t 
like  too  many  other  evils  it  has  its  seat  in  the  deprarei 
afleetions  of  man,  and  is  one  of  the  last  of  the  train  if 
base  passions  to  be  expelled,  eren  by  religion  itself. 
Verseention,  says  lortin  ^  Is  not  the  gospel  of  i:hriet,  it 
Is  the  gospel  of  the  devil.  Wlwre  perseentien  begins 
S8  S 
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Chrisdanitj  ends.''  Juus  Christ  dUmB^  tajs  ILBsWi- 
mh,  has  a  right  to  punish  his  enemies.  Faint  mm4  peaal* 
tiety  priTationt  and  disgrace,  inflieted  on  aeeoamt  of  re- 
ligioB,  whaterer  that  professioD  be,  proridtid  U  be  aerely 
religtoa,  are  diantetrieallj  opposite  to  tbe  ipliit  of 
Christ.  Nevertheless  Ood  ean,  and  has  fkvqnently  over- 
niled  these  evils  for  the  aeeomplishing  of  the  most  bene- 
volent pnrposes.  To  this  the  historj  of  New  England 
bears  nneqnivocal  testimony. 

New  England,  as  a  natipn,  owes  its  origin  and  eha-^ 
raeter  to  the  perseeoting  spirit  of  the  reformed  proles- 
tant  ehareh  of  England.  The  exploits  of  Henry  the 
Eighth  in  severing  the  eeelesiastieal  polity  of  the  Bri- 
tish ehnrch  from  the  papal  authority,  were,  as  we  have 
seen,  with  little  regard  to  the  truths  of  Christianity,  or 
to  the  rights  of  conseienee.  The  popish  protestantism 
he  established  in  the  land,  soon  .beeame  as  odious,  and 
as  burdensome  to  his  serious  and  thinking  subjects,  as 
had  been  for  ages,  the  dominations  of  Rome,  "i  his  sys- 
tem of  eeelesiastieal  tjrannj,  continued,  with  greater  or 
less  violence,  through  the  reigns  of  hn  sueeessorsy  liii 
the  oppression  beeame  an  insufferable,  and  insupport- 
able affliction.  Under  these  persecutions,  the  pnriuns 
Jbund  their  native  land  to  be  to  them  as  a  barren  nil' 
demess ;  in  it  thej  they  had  no  sneconr,  their  property 
was  all  held  by  a  very  precarious  tenure ;  their  persons 
and  families  were  never  safe,  while  the  agents  of  the 
Star  Chamber  and  of  the  High  Commission  were  prying 
into  every  comer,  or  while  a  despotic  prince  and  a  more 
despotic  and  cruel  priesthood  could  imprison,  and  even 
persecute  to  death  the  best  and  most  faithful  of  hia 
najest  j's  subjects. 

From  the  reformation  asserted  by  Henry,  to  the  reign 
of  James  the  Firsts  was  a  space  of  seventy-two  yeai% 
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doriBg  whieh  time  manj  aUeapU  were  made  by  the 
paritans  ta  iastitute  ehurehes  opdn  Ibeir  own  plant,  in 
^pattliea  to  the  Bngliih  hierarchy.    In  the  year  1567, 
a  separate  ehureh  wa»  diseovered  in  London,  which  was 
aappoeed  to  have  been  gathered  at  a  much  earlier  period. 
Aboot  the  sane  time  a  pfesbytery  was  formed  at  \Vands- 
worth  in  Surry,  known  by  the  designation  of  The  Orders 
of  Wandsworth.    It  was  during  the  reign  of  Elizabeth 
that  the  Brownist,  and  other  congregational  churches, 
were  gathered  and  organized  in  spite  of  jealous  and 
watchful  foes.    In  the  year  1A02  a  considerable  numher 
of  people  in  the  counties  of  Nottingham,  Lancaster  and 
York,  by  the  preaching  of  the  puritan  ministers,  were 
awakened  to  a  sense  of  gospel  privileges,  and  to  a  da^ 
aire  af  enjoying  the   benefit  of  Christiab  ordinances. 
This  people  were  -formed  into  two  churches.     Of  one 
of  these  churches  Jl/r.  John  iS»mt7&  became  pastor;  but 
the  history  of  this  people  soon  became  eitinet  either 
iromthe  errors  into  which  they  are  said  to  have  fallen,  or 
from  their  mixing  with  the  people  of  the  Low  Countries 
whither  they  had  fled  to  escape  the  fury  of  the  times. 
Of  the  other,*  the   history  of  whieh    will  involve  the 
eharacter   of   the  New  England    churches,  the  Rev. 
Biebard  Clifton  had  the  pastoral  care.    This  grave  and 
godly  clergyman,  had  the  happiness  to  see  many  bope- 
iblly  converted  under  >fais  faithful  ministry.    Mr.  John 
BoHnsanj  of  famous  memory,  was  a  member  of  thia 
eboreh.     He  had  been  edneated,  Bdknap  conclndes,  at 
Cambridge,  JWa/  says  be  waa  a  Norfolk  divine,  and 
had  a  benefice  near  Yarmouth,  from  which  he  was  driven 
by  the  fury  of  the  bishops.     I  am  not  certain  that  Ro« 
bioaon  was  properly  a  Brownist,  it  is  not  likely  thai 
aterltng  men,  sneh  as  the  fathers  of  Congregationalism, 
wo«M  call  themselves  after  such  a  thangeling  aa  B»- 
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bert  Brmmm :  bat  all  wito  eeatmied  ^  Mrf  pnelMri 
tke  e— gftgalio»al  ardier,  were  MMtly  ealied  Brawiil^ 
wkl  as  Mr.  Rabiasea  wrate  ia^the  defeaee  of  aepaiale 
aad  iadepeB^eal  ehareiiee,  bk  walk  angbt  be  eaifei  a 
4efcMa  af  tbe  Brawaktt :  bat  it  w  eTMeat  Aal  tbe 
abaraeter  of  tbe  ebareb,  aod  tbe  dieeipKae  fcr  wWab  be 
aaoteaded,  and  e^ea  arbieb  be  praetfised,  were  fraigbt 
witb  a^re  aiederatiaa  aad  ebarity  tbaa  wbi^  w»  bebeU 
ia  tbe  tjeteai  eanteaded  for  bj  Brawa. 

Saab  a  aian  as  Mr.  Rebiaeoa,  was  aot  likely  ta  eea- 
Haae  long  as  a  private  aieaiber  ia  tbe  ebarah,  e^e- 
eiallj  as  he  was  already  in  orders,  and  bad  been  paster 
af  a  ebarge ;  it  was  tberefbre  nataral  tbat  be  shaald  be 
aalled  ta  jain  Mr.  CKfton  ia  tbe  orersigbt  of  tbe  ebvrdl. 
«  Haw  iang  tbete  two  miaisters  were  eolleagaet  daes  aet 
appear,  bat  Mr.  Robinson  was  tbe  paster  of  tbia  peapk 
long  after  Mr.  Clifton  eeases  to  be  sp<Aen  af. 

«  Rabtnson^s  eongregation  did  not  aseape  peraaeatiaa 
by  separating  from  tbe  establisbment.  and  famiiag  aa 
independent  ehareb.  Btill  exposed  lo  tbe  penakiea  af 
the  eeelesiastieal  law,  tbey  were  extreaielj  baraesed; 
some  were  tbrown  into  prisan,  some  were  eaafiaed  ta 
tbeir  own  booMes ;  others  were  obliged  to  leave  tbetr 
fbrms  and  soflpend  their  asnal  oeeapations.  Baeh  waa 
tbeir  distress  and  perplexity,  tbat  anemigratioa  to  sansa 
fbreign  country  seemed  tbe  aniy  means  of  safrty.  "Hieir 
4rst  Tiews  were  direeted  to  Boikntf,  where  tbe  spirit  af 
aaamieree  bad  dietated  a  fl^e  toleration  af  religiaaa 
•opinion ;  a  blessing  wbieb  neither  tbe  wisdom  ^  patM- 
ataas,  nor  tbe  ebarity  of  elergyaien  bad  admittt^i  iwta 
-any  other  of  the  Boropean  atates.  Bat  tbe  porta  af 
<bc4r  awn  eoantry  were  shot  upon  them;  tbey  eaaM 
«et  mway  aaly  by  stealth  and  by  giring  extraragaM  ralaf 
«»r  ifceir  pas«ige  and  ftes  ta  tbe  mariaeffs. 
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^  In  the  aiituiiiii  of  1607,  a  aompaiijr  of  fbete  ditsen- 
tert,1itreda  ship  at  Boston  in  Lineolntbire  to  oarrj  tbem 
to  Holland.  Tbe  master  promised  to  be  ready  at  a 
aertain  bonr  of  tbe  day,  to  take  them  on  board,  with 
tbeir  families  and  effects.  Tbey  assembled  at  tbe  plaee  $ 
b«(  be  disappointed  them.  AAerward  be  eame  in  tbe 
■igbt;  and  wben  tbey  embarked,  betrayed  tbem  into 
Ae  bands  of  searebers  and  otber  officers ;  wbo  baving 
robbed  tbem  of  money,  books  and  otber  articles,  treated 
tlie  women  witb  indecency,  carried  tbem  back  into  the 
t#wa  and  exposed  tbem  as  a  laughing  spectacle  to  tbe 
voUhnde.  Tbey  were  arraigned  before  tbe  roagis* 
trmtea,  wbo  used  tbem  witb  civility ;  but  conid  not  re* 
lesMe  tbem,  wUhont  an  order  of  the  king  and  council. 
TbH  Ibis  arrived,  tbey  suffered  a  montb's  imprison- 
wttmi ;  seven  were  bound  over  to  tbe  assize  and  others 
vrere  released* 

«<  Tbe  neit  spring  tbey  made  another  attempt,  and 
btred  a  Dutch  vessel,  then  lying  in  tbe  harbor.  Tbe 
place  agreed  upon  for  embarkation,  was  an  unfrequent- 
ed eommon  between  Hull  and  Orimsby.  The  women 
and  children  with  tbe  baggage  were  sent  down  the  river 
M  a  small  bark,  and  the  men  agreed  to  meet  tbem  by 
IsumI,  but  they  eame  to  the  place  a  day  before  the  ship 
mm^td.  The  water  being  rough,  and  tbe  women  sick, 
tliey'  prevailed  on  the  pilot  to  put  into  a  small  ereek"«- 
^•Tbe  next  morning  the  ship  came,  but  the  bark  was 
That  no  time  might  be  lost,  the,  captain  sept 
Iboat  to  receive  some  of  the  men  who  were  on  the 
As  tbe  boat  was  returning  for  more  the  captain 
sair  a  great  company  of  horse  and  foot,  coming  armed 
jBHuai  the  country ;  at  which  he  weighed  anchor,  aad 
iMmag  a  fair  wind  was  soon  out  of  sight.  The  men  irti 
Ibeard  were  thus  separated  iVom  their  wives  and  children^ 
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wiU«at  iJketr  hrnggit^f  witlHittI  wummty^  mmi  tlmr  4fl«]«rt 
inmmrtf  their wivm  mmd  ekiUrm*  Mi  Hilbe  fciaA d 
Uieir  peneeotMV.  *^  S&mt  ht  the  bmb,  mhm  wmrt  kl 
WhHid,  inadt  their  eteape ;  •tkers,  wIm  want  to  ifci 
MtbUMe  of  the  waneD,  were  witb  llMa  appriJMBfci 
and  earned  fran  ane.  jwUee  of  the  peace  ta  aaatfcar  tS 
all  were  tired  af  their  vietary.  Ta  iaipritaa  aa  saiy 
iaaaeeat  wamea  aad  ehildrea  waald  have  nmit4  pak 
Ue  adioa  $  haiaet  thejr  had  aaae,  far  they  had 
af  then,  they  were  glad  ta  he  rid  af  them  aa  aay 
Fram  theee  taififrtaff  they  reeeiTed  adiraatage.  Their 
aMekaeM  and  ehrietiaa  departneat  made  a  favavfahb 
aad  deep  ia^ireeeioB  aa  the  hearts  af  laaay  epeetalart* 
whteh  predaeed  caatiderable  aeeeieioa  ta  their  WMaheti, 
Bat  what  was  the  eaaditian  of  these  wae4raaght  seals 
goae  ta  sea  ?  It  seean  that  they  eadared  a  tcfrihle  ataiai 
for  seyen  days,  bat  at  leagth  made  their  part  at  Aautet^ 
daai :  aad  after  the  lapse  of  a  short  tiaie,  warejoiaed 
hy  their  wives  aad  families  aad  IHeods,  wha  pcrseTafeA 
IB  the  meaas  till  they  were  able  i^  aeeampliah  thair 
wislies  io  reaebiog  the  afaores  af  Uallaad.  la  the  < 
ef  the  summer  leos  the  remaiaiag  part  af  Mr. 
saa'a  eaagregatioa  eaaie  over,  ia  whieh  emifp^iaa  Ihef 
were  assisted  hy  the  eoarageaadwisdamaf  their  paaUr^ 
who,  with  Mr.  Bremeter^  stayed  ta  see  the  waakeet  m/k 
aff,  and  theo  these  raliaat  eaptaias  jaiaed  the  aailea  te 
their  adopted  aauntry,  to  ahara  with  Iheai  m  (hair 
fiitare  trials,  and  to  animate  them  in  their  Aitare  i 
At  Amsterdam  Bobiasoa  foaad  Mr.  Smkh  aad  hia  i 
gregatiea  wha  had  left  Eaglaad  aoaie  tiam  beibia 
Banth  il  seems  had  net  settled  his  eroed,  either  as  4a 
deatriaa  or  ardtaaaees,  henee  there  wm  mmek  dinpalmn 
from  whieh  Mr.  RobiaseBf  after  atayiag  at  Amstnrdaw 
a  year^  thtafht  it  best  ta  lamare  walh  hm  fmfk^  4a 
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Ijitydctt,  amI  llioii|(k  it  was  maeh  to  their  temporal  db* 
wdwmmimge  in  loave  tbc  oity  where  thej  had  iotended 
to  a^tlle,  yet  ao  religioo  was  the  oaly  olyeet  of  their 
■■igialioay  they  retolred  upon  Leydew.  Here,  daring 
eleven  yeart,  they  reeeived  frequent  additions  from 
tkeir  nativt  land,  and  with  the  »neeeM  attending  the 
w«nl  Md  ordinaneei,  their  ehnreb  contained  at  one 
tinte  Ibree  hundred  eomoianieantt. 

In  Ihfto  land  w  herein  these  pilgrims  were  strangers^ 
ttry,  hy  their  holy  lites  and  imlostrioos  habits,  made 
■saoy  friends  $  and  iHinourable  testimony  is,  by  the 
lagistrates  of  Leydrn,  borne  to  their  ebaraeter  and 
%t«rth*  But  a  eontinnanee  and  permanent  settlement  in 
BnUand,  these  good  people  considered  would  in  great 
flieasnre  defeat  the  object  of  their  leaving  their  own 
eenntry.  They  were  not  joined  in  Leyden  by  so  many 
of  their  English  friends  as  they  eipected,  and  many  of 
9«oh  as  did  come  over,  only  speculated  in  trade,  and 
mdded  hot  little  to  their  spiritual  prof«peets.  A  eontinn- 
anee, therefore,  in  Holland  they  concluded  would  final* 
ly  he  tho  means  of  scattering  their  families  and  descend- 
ants ;  the  old  people  would  die,  and  the  young  onea 
would  soon  bo  amalgamated  with  the  people  of  their 
adopted  country,  and  so  the  great  object  of  preserving 
and  promoting  a  more  perf^t  state  of  chnrch  polity 
wonM  be  wholly  lost.  They  resolved  therefore  upon  a 
reamval,  and  after  frequent  and  fervent  prayer  to  Ood 
aad  moch  eonforence  with  all  who  had  wisdom  to  ad- 
vise insnch  momentonaalTairs,  Amcri^thflic  newly  disco- 
vered World,  was  fixed  upon  as  an  asylum.  A  fear  of 
Wing  still  nnder  the  British  government  induced^  in  the 
iriews  of  some,  a  preference  for  Guunm  in  SmUh  Jimeri" 
«a,b«t  to  the  more  discreet,  the  hostility  of  the  Span- 
iatdsiaad  thn  Tory  proimUc  nnhealihiaesi  of  tko  climate^ 
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appeared  to  jattifjr  a  prefbrenee  ta  the  narthem 
seat  -The  whale  of  these  projeeted  aailartakiagi  ap> 
peared  (o  these  gadljr  sajoaniers,  natters  of  iia  ssmI 
importaaee,  matters  whieh  iavolved  eottseqaesees  of 
hath  tenporal  and  eternal  nomeDt :  they  often  fasted 
and  prayed;  and  aAer  loag  waitiag  apoa  God,  with 
maeh  eoasaltatioa  Virginia  was  eoasidered  as  the  plaee 
BMSt  likely  to  favoar  theiraopeetatioas. 

AeeordiBgly»  at  two  several  tiates  agents  were  dis- 
patched ft'ooi  Leydento  the  Virginia  eoapany  in  Eng- 
land, with  whom  to  treat  oa  the  best  methods,  and  to  set- 
tle the  best  terms  for  an  establishment  in  the  ealoay. 
The  company  were  willing  to  grant  every  thing  they 
had  in  their  own  power  to  eonvey,  but  king  Janes  refas- 
ed  to  grant  them  toleratioa  under  the  great  seal,  thon^ 
the  mediation  of  the  amiable  arehbishop  Abbot  was  ea- 
gaged  in  favour  of  sueb  a  measure ;  however  his  majesty 
promised  that  he  wonld  connive  at  their  eeelesiaatieal 
folhy^  provided  tkejfcanduetedtliemselvtsptacmUjf,  Af- 
ter these  negotiations  had  b«en  pendiog  for  two  years,  the 
puritans  eoneluded  upon  aeeepting  the  teroM  proposed 
by  the  company,  and  to  trut^t  the  king  for  the  fnlfilaenl 
of  his  promise  «*  resting  on  God's  providence  as  they  bad 
done  in  other  things"  This  pateut  was  obtained  in 
16 19  after  great  eipen8e,and  greater  anxiety,  but  prov- 
ed at  last  of  no  advantage  to  them,  as  we  shall  see  pre- 
sently. 

To  animate  these  adventurers  Mr.  Robinson  preached 
them  a  sermon  on  i  Sam.  xxiii.  a,  4.  ^  It  had  been  pro* 
vioosly  determined,  that  a  part  of  them  thoi^d  go  to 
America,  and  prepare  the  way  for  others;  and  that  if  a 
major  part  should  consent  to  go,  the  pastor  should  go 
with  them ;  otherwise  he  should  remain  in  Holland*  It 
was  found,  on  examinatioa,  that  thaugh  a  msjor  part 
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waft  wilfin§  lo  go,  yet  they  eould  not  get  ready  in  sea- 
son ;  therefore,  the  greater  namber  being  obliged  tr 
•tay,  they  required  Mr.  RobinBon  to  stay  with  them.* 
Mr.  Brewster,  the  rolilig  elder  was  appointed  to  go  wttk 
the  minority,  who  were  *  to  be  an  abdolute  ehureh  of 
themselves  as  well  as  those  that  should  stay :  with  this* 
proviso,  that,  as  they  should  go  over  or  return,  they* 
should  be  reputed  as  members  wilhout  further  dismiss 
sion  or  testimonial.'  The  others  were  to  follow  as  soon* 
as  possible." 

The  arrangements  being  in  a  state  of  forwardness,  two* 
ships  were  hired,  one  of  80  Ions  in  Holland,  and  ano« 
ther  of  180  in  England. .  The  day  of  embarkation  being* 
filed  Mr.  Robinson  held  another  day  of  humiliation,  otf 
whieb  oeeasion  he  preached  from  £zra  viii*  21.  Th^ 
eoneloding  address  is  a  part  of  this  sermon  whieb  must 
be  reeorded  here,  as  a  monument  to  the  praise  of  .thef 
New  England  fathers. 

^^  Brethren  (said  he)  we  are  now  quiekly  to  part  from* 
^  one  another,  and  whether  1  may  ever  live  to  see  your 
^  fkee  OB  earth  any  more,  the  God  of  heaven  only  knows; 
^  hut  whether  the  Lord  hath  appointed  that  or  not,  I 
<<  charge  yon   before  God  and  his  blessed  angels,  that 
^  yon  follow  me  no  farther,  than  you  have  seen  me  foU 
^  low  (he  Lord  Jesus  Christ.     If  God  reveal  any  thing 
**  to  you,  by  any  other  instrument  of  bis,  be  as  ready  to 
^  reeeive  it,  as  ever  you  were  to  receive  any  truth  by 
<*  my  ministry  $  for  1  am  verily  persuaded — 1  am  verj^ 
<< confident,  that  the  Lord  has  more  truth  yet  to  break 
^  forth  out  of  his  holy  word.     For  my  part,  1  caibaot' 
^snfBeiently    bewail   the   condition    of  the    refonned* 
*^  ehnrehes,who  are  eooiie  to  a  fiertod  in  religisi(,  and  willl 
<«go  no  further  than  the  instruments  of  their  reforms-''* 
^  tioB.    The  Luthertiu  eanot  be  dnuvB  to  go  bejoad; 
S  T 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ  IC 


Atf  fitmWimA  CmL  17. 


«.vkat  Lolktr  mwt  whatfTar  part  of  hit  will  mmr  G«A 
«  hm  »fMM  to  GatriB,  they  wall  rather  die  thaa  ea* 
^Mbrate.    Aiid  the  Cahraakle  joa  tee  etiefc  fait  where 
«lhe]F  were  left  hy  that  great  rmui  of  God,  who  jret  saw 
^  aet  all  thiage.  Thkit  a  misery  aioeh  to  he  laaeated  } 
#tihr  tbeagh  they  were  baraiof  and  shiaing  Ughta  la  their 
^  tioieB,  yci  they  peaetrated  not  into  the  whale  eooascl 
^■ef  Gad  $  hai  were  they  bow  livingf  woald  be  as  will* 
^  tag  to  eaihraae  farther  light,  as  that  whieh  they  first 
^  reeeived.    I  beseech  yon,  remember,  it  is  an  article  o( 
^  yeer  ehareh  eoreaant  '  that  you  be  ready  to  reeeive 
<^  whato^r   troth  shall  be  miide  koowa  to  yea,  f\rwm 
«<^lha  wnHea  worAof  God^'^Bat  1  mast  herewithal  ex* 
^hort  yaa  to  take  heed  what  yoo  receive  as  truth.  JBx* 
^  amine  it,  eansider  it,  and  compare  it  with  other  seHp<> 
^  tares  of  trath,  before  yoa  jreeeive  it :  for  it  is  not  poe-' 
^  sible  that  the  Christian  world  should  come  so  lately 
^  ont  of  saeh  thiek  aatiehristian  darkness,  and  that  per- 
<<feetionof  knowledge  shoaJd  break  forth  atonee.-^ 
*<  Bsast  alee  adnse  you  to  abandon,  aToid.  and  shake  off 
H  the  aaiM  of  Jiroicnitst    It  is.  a  mere  niek-naoM  {  and 
^  a  hrattd.  Ibr  making  religion,  aad.the  professers  of  it 
Modioas  to  the  Christian  warld."— Having  said,  this 
with  some  other  things  relating  to  their  privato  eondael 
1^  devoutly  committed  them  to  the  care  aad  protection 
ef  Oivima  Prov^deiiob. 

The  vessel  engaged  to  toke  this  people  from  Holland 
was  the  Speedwell  eemmandedby  CafUin  Begnolds.  On 
the  2Ui  of  July  all  was  ready  for  their  reeeptioa  :  the 
whole  company  repaired  to^  Delft  haven,  the  place 
where  the  vessel  lay,  with  many  friends.  When  all  on 
heard  Mr.  Rabinsoa  agaia,  *<  on  his  kaees  in  a  meet  ar* 
4eat  mud  affectionate  prayer  committed  them  to  their 
Di«i«e  PMeotof^  aad  inth  maay  teaia  th^.pactod.'' 
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The  «htf  engaged  \m  BnglaBd  wm  the  Jliiiy^^loi0fr  of 
LeiMloDf  CufUa>n  Jones  fiveparing  at  Southamptoa  and 
wailing  to  be  joined  by  the  Speedf^ell.  Mr.  Carver  one 
•f  tbe  agents  employed  in  this  bat ineis,  and  a  menbef 
of  the  emigrating  ehureh,  had  superintended  thefreight* 
tng  -of  the  London  vessel,  and  had  sailed  in  her  to 
Southampton,  where  he  was  in  readiness  fbr  ihe  arrival 
wf  the  Dutch  ship.  The  peenliar  eharaeter  and  ^iros* 
poetsof  the  adventurers  in  the  May-flower  brought  by 
Mr.  Carver  from  London  or  taken  onboard  at  Southarop* 
Ion,  we  know  but  little,  exeepi  that  Mr.  Ooshman,  the 
•Iher  agent  atid  also  member  of  the  Leyden  ehnrehy 
with  his  Ibmily  and  many  friends  were  the  principal  paa- 
•engers  intending  to  join  their  lives  and  hopes  with  the 
pilgrims  from  Holland. 

August  5, 1020.  Both  veasels  sailed  from  Southanqi- 
ton,  bat  they  bad  not  proceeded  Ikr-down  channel,  be* 
Are  the  Dutch  vessel  was  judged  to  be  too  leaky  to  pros* 
cente  the  voyage.  They  put  in  to  Dartmouth  and  re^ 
paired  the  Speedwell  So  as  lo  Justify  a  second  atteippt* 
1  he  tist  of  the  month  all  were  at  sea  again :  but  Bey* 
noMs  was  alarmed  at  the  state  of  his  vessel  aJid  bolk 
return  to  Plymouth,  after  having  sailed  about  one  honr 
dred  leagues.  The  Speedwell  was  now  condemned,  and 
mboot  twenty  of  the  passeqgers  were  compelled  to  aban- 
don the  voyage,  among  whom  was  Mr.  Cushman  witfi 
kis  family.  The  number  being  thne  reduced,  all  the  re* 
omining  with  their  stores,  were  received  on  board  the 
English  ship,  and  on  the  Oth  of  September  proceeded 
on  their  voyage  ;  the  company  consisting  of  one  Ami* 
ired  mud  one  sonb  eielusive  of  the  crew*  The  former 
part  of  their  passage  was  attended  with  nothing  reamrk- 
ahle,  but  the  latter  exposed  them  to  frequent  and  great 
fMUs.    Bnt  ho  vkasafcly  earned  kia  chmhi  ib  early 
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tioiefy  merots  (he  ttormj  Tiberias,  wmMj  brmfht  CUi 
people  to  the  thoret  of  tblt  Western  worM.  *«  €hi  the 
f  th  of  NoTember  thej  made  land,  wbieh  proved  to  be  the 
sandy  eliffs  of  Cape  Cod."  Not  the  tend  to  whieh  ihej 
in  their  own  imagination  had  been  direeting  their 
eoorse.  Hodson^s  ri?er  was  theirobjeet,  a  part  of  (he 
tountry  within  the  limits  of  Virginia,  as  their  eharter 
liad  expressed,  but  at  Cape  Cod,  they  were  north  of  that 
traet  of  eountry  nearly  two  degrees.  Bnt  here  they 
were  eompelled  to  stay  their  Toyage,  for  thoogh  they  at- 
tempted  to  direct  their  eonrse  to  the  south,  yet  adverse 
"winds,  a  dangerous  eoast,  and  the  nnwillingneas  of  the 
master  of  the  ship,  constrained  them  to  east  anehor  oa 
this  northern  shore.  The  land  whieh  Erst  stroek  their 
attention  was  so  barren,  and  so  destitute  of  every  thing 
inviting,  that  they  explored  the  neighboariag  coast 
with  their  boat,  till  a  harbour  across  the  bay,  presented 
too  many  desirable  objects  to  justify  any  fSsrther  perilous 
experiments  and  speculations. 

'  It  is  evident  upon  the  face  of  these  holy  pilgrims'  his- 
tory,  that  they  and  their  progeny  were  destined  to  future 
greatness,  for  their  trials  and  training  were  peculiar :  by 
persecution  driven  out  of  their  native  land,  and  hardly 
suffered  to  become  voluntary  exiles.  It  seems,  from  well 
authenticated  documents,  that  the  master  of  the  Speedwell 
liever  intended  to  fulfil  his  engagements  with  the  eom* 
pany  he  had  undertaken  to  carry  over  the  Atlantic,  and 
therefore  he  neglected  to  put  his  vessel  in  proper  trim  for 
the  voyage.  The  Captain  also  of  theother  ship,  wai 
bribed  by  the  agenU  of  the  Dutch  fTest  India  Com- 
pany to  take  these  people  to  the  northward  of  their  set- 
tlements, least  the  new  settlers  should  prove  an  annoy* 
anee  to  their  trade  Sy  this  picee  of  treachery,  they 
were  landed   so  far  to  the  «erth  as  to  be  out  of  tte 
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\  tkeir  patent,  waA  so  that  iaitiiacM 
ea«M  be  af  BO  ate  wlHMeTer  ta  them.  Oftkif  eifeam»> 
ataoee  taaM  aalMppy  ipirlts  an  baard  were  apprieed, 
and  be§aa  ta  baast  that  as  sooa  as  aa  share,  there  weold 
be  aa  law,  aad  na  restraiat.  These  prndeat  and  eipe» 
peaple,  therefore  ^  Chaaght  praper  ta  haTO  re- 
\  to  nataral  law ;  aad  that,  before  diserobarkatioa^ 
they  shoald  enter  info  an  assoeiatioB,  and  eombine  theai- 
aelves  into  a  politieal  body  to  be  goremed  by  the  ma- 
Jarity.  To  this  they  eansented ;  and,  af^er  solenm 
prayer  and  thanksgiving,  a  written  instmment  being 
drawBy  they  sitbseribed  it  with  their  own  hands,  and, 
by  a  nnaainaas  Tote  ehose  Johv  Caktkb  their  gor- 
eraar  Ibr  ane  year.    This  instroment  was  eoneeired  in 


^  SB  tie  nsms  sf  e^,  aami.  Wt  whose  name$  ore 
^  UMder  imHen,  Ifo  iotfol'SubjecU  of  our  dread  sovereign 
««  Lord^  kimgJmims^  hy  the  ^raee  ofOod  of  Great  Bri- 
« tmnj  France  and  Ireland^  King,  Defender  of  the  faith^ 
«<  4r^  Aavlngr  undertakenj  for  the  glory  of  God,  and  the 
M  advaneement  of  the  Christian  faith,  and  honour  of  our 
'^  king  and  eountrtf^  a  voyage  to  plant  the  first  colony  in 
*«  ike  /Anihern  parts  of  Virginia,  do,  by  these  presents, 
^  eokmnly  and  mutually,  in  the  presence  of  God  and  of 
M  one  another*  covenant  and  combine  ourselves  together 
^  info  a  civU  body  plitic,  for  our  better  ordering  and 
^preservation,  and  furtherance  of  the  ends  aforesaid  \ 
^and  by  virtue  hereof,  to  enact  constitute  and  frame  such 
^Jmtt  end  equal  laws  and  ordinances,  acts,  consdtuiions 
^  eimd  offices,  from  time  to  time^  as  shall  be  thought  most 
f*  meet  *n*d  convenient,  for  the  g,eneral  good  of  the  colony j 
f^  untewhieh  we  promise  all  due  subjection  and  obedience* 
^  Mk  wUuess  irhereofi  we  have  hereunto  subscribed  owt 
''saenne$iai  Cape  Cod^  the  ekveiUhday  ofJi'ovemUt  M 
ST  S 
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•  "i^^^—  ■  '  ■  ^^M^— ^^M^— ^^M^^^ 

^  the  jfuir  of  tk^  reign  of  our  Movereign  Lord^  idag 
«  Jt.mes  of  England,  France,  and  Irekmd^  ike  eigkieenik, 
^  tmd  of  Scotland  the  fifty-fourth.    Amo  Dondni  1690." 

Thii  deeument  was  eifi^ned  by  forty -one  iiMKridvalty 
twenty-four  of  whom  were  beads  of  faimlieo.  tbe  ro- 
■Ukining  terenteen  were  aingle  men,  the  whole  eoify 
amounting  to  one  hundred  and  one  tovls,  the  origlu  of  a 
nation  now  amounting  to  millions. 

The  vessel  eontinoed  in  Cape  Cod  harbour  aboat  f^e 
.weeks,  during  whieh  time  four  persons  died  ;  on  the  rath 
December  they  erossed  the  bay  and  anehored  in  the  har- 
bour of  Plymouth,  a  name  whieh  they  gave  to  their 
intended  settlement,  partly  from  the  plaee  having  hvea 
so  named  in  Captain  Smith's  map.  but  more  espeeialiy 
^*  in  remembranee  of  the  very  kind  and  friendly  treat- 
ment they  had  received  from  the  inhabitants  of  Hj- 
moulb  tlie  last  pert  of  thev*  native  eountry  from  whieh 
.ihey  sailed.'*  What  could  have  been  the  cause  of  this 
people  undertaking  this  voyage  and  settlement,  at  oueh 
a  season  of  year,  we  are  not  informed,  bat  it  looks  as  if 
jt  had  been  oecasioneil  by  some  mishap  or  oversight  $ 
for  when  they  made  land  the  snow  had  begun  to  fall  and 
winter  was  setting  in  fast.  Upon  their  arrival  at  0y« 
mouth,  having  fixed  upon  the  best  spot  lor  a  toaa  set- 
tlement, <Mhey  went  immediately  to  work*  lajii^ont 
house-lots,  and  a  street ;  felling,  sawing,  riving  and  ear^ 
rying  timber  :  and  before  the  end  of  December,  ihoagh 
interrupted  by  stormy  weather,  by  the  death  of  twa^aad 
the  sickness  of  many  of  their  number,  they  had  creeled  a 
store-house  with  a  tbatcbed  roof,  in  which  their  gaadu 
were  deposited,  under  a  guard.  Two  rowa  of  h««oe« 
were  begun,  and  as  fast  as  they  could  be  covered,  tha 
people  who  were  classed  into  nineteen  families  aama 
ashore  and  lodged  in  them.    On  Lord'adaj.thaStaiat 
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Oeeember,  they  altended  divine  terviee  for  Ihe  first 
tiae  on  shore"  and  dedicated  their  settlement  to  God  1^ 
the  nane  previously  fixed  upon,  as  its  standing  designa- 

tMII. 

The  kngth  of  their  voyage,  ineluding  all  the  delays, 
perils,  disappointments  and  disasters,Hhieh  attended  H, 
a  voyage  of  tM  days,  from  the  time  they  leA  Southamp<« 
ton  to  their  arrival  in  Plymouth  harbour,  ill  prepared 
tkem  to  endure  and  br^ve  the  rigours  of  a  North  Amer- 
iean  winter,  and  in  a  wilderness  too.  where  there  was 
no  asylum  prepared  for  them,  no  house  built,  no  fresh 
sind  wholesome  provision,  no  vegetation,  no  one  friend 
to  reeeive  them,  or  to  pid  them  welcome-  H  bene  afflie- 
ttve  eireiftnstanees,  Ws  we  may  naturally  expeet,  wero 
the  eause  of  that  mortal  sickness  which  prevailed 
among  this  tribe  of  pilgrim  adventurers  during  the  first 
foar  months  of  their  settlement.  At  the  end  of  March 
tbe  Mortal  BUI  stood  thus  :  *^  In  December — 0.  January 
-^-8.  February— i7.  March— ta.  Total— ^.  Of  these 
Si  were  eubseribets  to  the  civil  compact :  and  23  trere 
women,  children  and  servantaJ*  At  timcA  the  number  of 
the  dbeased  was  such  that  not  more  than  six  or  seven 
were  able  to  attend  the  duties  of  the  station,  and  these 
were  almost  wholly  employed  in  attending  the  siek. 
The  erew  of  the  vessel  was  in  a  similar  situation,  of 
whieh  they  did  not  recover  till  April,  and  then  half  of 
ihem  had  fallen  vielims  to  the  dire  calamity. 

6reat  as  this  affliction  wm,  it  was  attended  with 
tome  marks  of  a  kind  superintending  Providence.  For 
tlie  first  three  months  no  Imlians  appeared  to  alarm  or 
disturb  tbcro.  It  was  found  afterwards  that  this  die* 
triot  of  efNintry  had  been  jaid  entirely  waste  by  a  pesti- 
Jeneo  (perhaps  the  yellow  fever)  which  had  prevailed 
two  ar  ihree  years  befbre.    This  fact  was  evinced  by 
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the  eiteat  of  Ike  lieldt,*-tlie  biibi^  of  gravesy  i 
nambU  •f  ikeleloM  Ijing  •■  the  grMB^y  wbes 
people  took  poMesoioo  of  the  eooatrj.  Thb  part  mi  tks 
eomitrj  ha>iog  been  depopulated  ia  lliii  waj,  happily 
aet  tke  neighboariag  aatives  al  a  greater  distaaee.  aad 
toatributed  to  keep  then  off,  at  least  for  toaie  tiaM  t 
fbr  bad  the  Indiaas  kaowa  of  the  preYailiag  tifikaeMia 
our  aew  tett  eneat,  and  had  thej  been  eoarayat 
eaoogh  to  have  atlaeked  them  ia  their  weak  and  law 
eoaditioa,  all  aiight  have  easily  beea  eat  off:  the  haro 
apprehension  of  this  would  hare  beea  eoatiaaal  death  ta 
the  poor  wearj  pilgrims.  But  all  this  was  graeioaslj 
prevented.  It  is  very  probable  'hat  the  ladiaas  wora 
inspired  with  this  fear,  for  it  seems  thej  kaew  of  tha 
^  settlement  and  had  brought  their  priests  to  a  aeighhaaiw 
iag  swamp,  where  for  several  dajs  saeeessiveljy  they 
bad  practised  their  ineantations  for  the  purpose  afeai^ 
iag  aad  destroying  the  new  eomers. 

As  the  spring  eame  on  prospects  began  to  briglite% 
health  returned,  the  fields  invited  to  labour,  ^  the  hir^ 
saag  ia  the  woods''  and  the  voice  of  rejoicing  was  htmrd 
in  the  tabernacles  of  the  righteous.  ^  Oa  the  iftth  af 
March  the  inhabitants  of  Plymouth  were  aiaraied  al 
seeini^  a  sturdy  Indian  walk  into  their  settleaieBt,  aad 
pasAing  by  the  houses,  go  directly  where  the  pcapla 
were  eollected.  He  sahited  them  ia  brakea  Bagtioh 
and  bid  them  Helcome.  He  was  affable,  told  theai  hia 
dwelling  was  five  days  travel  tbeaeo,  that  he  was  a  mig* 
anmre  or  prince.  He  understood  the  geography  of  tha 
aountry,  gave  an  aeeount  o^  the  diffemU  tribtt,  .thm 
sagamores  and  number  of  men.  He  had  been  ar^uaialad 
with  the  English,  who  had  takea  fish  /it  Maahigaa,  aad 
knew  the  names  of  their  captaias — They  kindly  i 
Uinedham,  and  gave  him  a  harsaaMm's  aaal.  Ua  i 
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all  nighty  and  mlbrmed  them  that  the  place  where  they 
were  was  Patuxet^  and  that  i^bout  four  years  before  all 

^he  inhabilants  had  died,  that  not  a  man,  woman  or 
child  survived.''  Upon  going  away  he  promised  to  re- 
turn in  a  few  days  which  be  accordingly  did,  and 
brought  fire  others  with  him.  Thus  a  communication 
was  opened  between  the  settlers  and  the  native  tribes, 
alliances  were  entered  into,  and  great  harmony  prevail- 
ed. 8qiutnt9f  a  native  who  had  been  kidnapped  by  the 
£nglish  traders  some  time  before,  and  who  had  made 
his  way  back  again,  after  having  been  in  Spain  and  in 
Xondon,  came  and  took  up  his  abode  with  them,  and 

.proved  a  faithful  IHend  till  death,  which  happened  tha 

.following  year* 

The  first  spring,  afler  such  a  dismal  winter  Governor 

,  Carver  died,  much  to  the  grief  of  the  whole  body.     Ha 

*  wat  succeeded  by  Mr.  Bradfordj  a  man  justly  reputed 
for  <<  wisdom,  piety,  fortitude,  and  goodness  of  heart.?' 

.  During  the  summer  the  labours  of  the  colony  were  vari- 
•uff,  the  field  occupied  their  principal  attention  j  but 
tame  attempts  were  made  to  explore  the  coast  to  the 
northward,  the  result  of  which  expedition  was  a  discoV^- 
ary  of  Massachusetts  Bay  with  numerous  islands,  some 
of  these  islands  were  fbund  to  have  been  cultivated,  but 
left  almost  without  inhabitants.  These  circumstances 
indoced  a  wish  that  they  had  been  set  down  upon  those 
fertile  spots,  in  preference  to  the  situation  they  had  fixed 
apon  :  but  the  place  of  their  actual  residence  was,  per- 
haps after  all  the  best,  and  here  they  continued  to  pros- 
ceote^  their  labours  as  Providence  had  appointed.  At 
the  end  of  the  season  they  found  a  considerable  increase 
of  the  eom  of  the  land,  but  the  Bng;lish  grain  did  not  sue- 
oeed  so  well.  They  took  care  to  secure  well  their  pro- 
docCy  to  pot  their  houses  in  as  good  a  state  of  repair  at 
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fM§Mt.mihMLvmg9Lg^oi9UMk^  fmrl  ud  fisk  tk| 
0^—4  ffpmred  fbr  the  wwe»c4ittg  wialer. 

Tins  tiMd  ike  Cnvsra  mw  New  Biitftii«»  ia  Hi 
Artt  «ttiUitlinieat,  or  imthM"  eiifeflieBt,'ni  tlie  fbrfirt 
4u<rtci  of  Ftf^iiafet  m  tiie  wctlvni  tliore  ^Ihe  AtlaMil 
ooMm,  a  dislaiiM  of  mmny  iiiHiiirod  leagvet  IVom  cm- 
Ksed  sad  polbliei  toeiotjr;  bat  withiii  tke  «fli|piiT  «f  tiot 
6r0«t  MoMtTDh,  ffiiote  wMom  and  mhnm  fiower  aImI 
•oanMM  to  oiako  in^j  all  who  bow  before  kk  Ctir 

We  BiBst  hear  hi  aiiad  tliat  line  einreli  fell 
{MMlor  IB  Korepe.  Mr.  RobioMNi  stayed  at  Leydca  wHk 
Hm  wmjmiity  of  Ihe  soeielj,  boi  with  the  oipeelKtiMi  of 
heiagable  mtk  more  odT  hie  floek  to  Joia  thoee  wiio  tat 
emigrated,  at  tome  futare  bat  not  wery  distaat  timk 
Tbif  bowoTor  oa  the  part  of  Mr.  Aobfaeoii  was  nol 
realized,  be  ia  the  year  leiSO  wae  taken  to  his  retl| 
greatly  laoMOted  by  aU  who  had  beea  bleeeed  aader  km 
miaistry,  bat  toon  after  his  death,  the  reiaiakiy  pait 
of  the  congregation  aeeomplithed  their  wishes  in  uniting; 
with  their  brethren  at  Ply  month.  Henee  ne  see  that 
the  Plymottth  ehnreb  was  from  the  trst  withonta  paalor, 
Mr.  Brewakr  a  mling  elder  in  the  ehnreb  eaaM  omr 
with  them,  and  thongh  every  way  qnaliBed  ibr  tta 
daties  of  the  teaeher  and  pastor,  eonld  by  no  means  be 
persuaded  to  enter  on  the  holy  ofiiee.  His  ednaation 
bad  been  liberal,  a  graduate  of  Cambridge,  so  that  he 
was  no  mean  niaa,  and  this  joined  to  great  streagth  of 
mind  and  parity  of  manners  eontriboted  to  render  his 
•eryiees  desirabie.  But  he  eonld  not  be  prevailed  open 
to  exereise  in  the  ehnreb  in  any  higher  department  than 
a  teaeher*  Mr*  Brewster  eieelled  as  a  preaeker,  hb 
dieeonrses  were  ^  elear,  distingnishing,  and  patketie, 
ooavinetng  and  persuading."  Under  this  ministry  the 
nhoreh  Honviahad  and  ^rew,  bal  there  oool4  bo*  n»  ad- 
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•vail  hindnuiee  to  protperky.  U  wm  a  |irmette6  ta 
admil  of  prophesying  ia  the  Lejdca  efaareli  aad  wher* 
tJbit  praetiee  wan  regalated  bj  a  pastor  it  aiigfct  be  kepi 
withiD  the  boonde  of  deeeney;  bat  at  PljaioQth  it  waa 
tbe  oeeasion  of  some  oflfeoee  apd  disorder ;  it  was  Ilia 
cause  of  tbe  ehareh  eoBtinoing  so  long  unsettled*  All 
who  eiaimed  a  right  to  propheey  were  not  af  equal  to 
it  as  was  elder  Brewster.  Jo  this  state  the  ehareli  eoa« 
tinned  nine  years.  In  1629  their  first  settled  aunister 
was  BMlpb  Sfnitkj  after  five  years  he  resigned,  he  was 
not  a  Robinson!  In  1636  Jdin  Metier  beeawe  their 
pastor  <*  an  able  and  godly  man,  of  a  meek  and  humble 
apirit,  sound  in  the  truth,  and  unreproveable  in  his  eon* 
Trersalion.*^  He  eontinned  to  exereise  his  ministry  at 
nymoutk  till  1604,  when  he  removed  to  New  llamp> 
■hire. 

'  We  must  not  fail  to  glanee  at  the  order  and  diseipline 
nf  this  ehnreh.  Its  grand  principle  was  /lufepeiaba^  or 
Congregational  tLud  though  their  first  pastors  disclaimed 
the  name  of  Brownistf  yet  it  is  evident  that  the  ehareh 
liad  received  a  tinge  from  the  complexion  of  that  man's 
uncomely  system.  TTiey  admitted  the  **  preachmente  of 
tbe  gifted  bre^ren*^  an  ea:erci8e  ealUd  prophesying,  to 
the  scandal  and  hindrance  of  the  ChriMan  ministry'^ 
they  administered  the  ordination  rite  hy  the  hands  of  the 
hrethren^^hey  admitted  no  children  to  baptism,  esecept 
one  of  the  parents,  at  least,  was  a  member  of  the  church 
in  full  communion — they  disused  the  public  reading  of 
the  scriptures — they  did  not  allow  the  reading  of  the 
pealm  brfore  Hnging.  Reviewing  these  articles  we  are 
forcibly  stnick  with  Mr.  Robinson's  own  observation, 
that  <^  it  is  not  possible  that  the  Christian  world  should 
le  so  lately  out  of  sock  ifaack  antiekristtan  darkness, 
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mnA  that  perfeetion  of  koowledg^  ehoald  break  forth  at 
•■ee.'*  This  system  of  eliareh  government  settled  it 
the  antipodes  of  the  Roman  hierarchy,  and  in  removii^ 
to  tneh  a  dtstaaee,  almost  at  onee,  H  woold,be  very  like-^ 
ly  (o  drop  tome  things  ralnable  by  the  way,  and  to 
settle  npon  other  things  eqaally  tricing  and  ageless. 
Bat  time,  that  brings  so  many  things  to  light,  made  dis- 
ooreries  to  these  good  men,  or  to  their  soceesaers,  as 
we  shall  see  towards  the  eonelnsion  of  this  period.  Let 
M  pnrsne  the  history  of  Plymouth. 

From  time  to  time  this  eeclesiastieal  colony  reeeired 
ft^sh  aeeessions  of  nnmbers.  About  thirty  adveotarers 
arrired  in  the  Ml  of  1621,  and  npon  obtaining  a  JV^w 
Flifent  from  the  goTemment  at  home,  a  much  greats 
oamber  eame  out  the  following  year ;  but  at  the  eloae 
of  i%M  the  colony  consisted  of  180  persons  only.  In 
16^29  the  number  had  increased  to  300,  baring  received 
a  great  part  of  their  brethren  whom  they  had  left  ia 
Holland,  among  whom  were  the  widow  and  children  of 
their  beloved  Robinson.  As  the  colony  increased  hi 
sumber,  and  in  character,  their  patent  was  enlarged  asd 
perfected,  so  as  to  give  them  the  power  and  authority 
of  a  body  politic.  Their  increasing  name  began  to  be 
felt  in  the  mother  country,  so  that  not  only  did  it  fre* 
qoently  bring  over  new  settlers,  but  some  men  of  note 
and  inflnenee  in  England  came  over  as  visitors,  among 
these  was  the  eelebrated  John  Hampden,  a  character 
so  well  known,  afterwards,  to  Charles  and  his  bishops. 
SirMaUkew  Bo^tony  Sir  WiUiam  Canstabkj  Sir  Arthur 
HasUrigf  and  Oliver  Cromwell  were  actually  on  the 
point  of  embarking,  when  tl^e  tyrant  Laud,  so  short 
sighted  was  he,^evented  their  removal,  that  he  might 
reek  his  vengeance  upon  men,  who  were  nevertheless, 
destined  by  Providence  to  become  a  scourge  to  bira  for 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ  iC 


Clmp«  §.  Bklem  9Mkd.  99^ 

hh  wiekeMens  ftod  Mlj,  and  Ira  the  neaiit  •f  rtttamimg 
thtn  whereby  to  endrfe  them  to  faMI  ^at  pttrpoie. 

The  eotoey  ob4  eh«feh  at  PljaioiKh  eooa  heeame  a 
parent  ttate,  and  had  aaateroao  offtpriBg.  Bo  early  ai 
iese,  a  few  people  fhMi  Pljmooth  atteetopted  a  tettlo* 
nent  at  JV*attmAreep  river.  The  two  following  jearO' 
thif  teeond  infant  colony  reeehred  great  vnaAera  fWH» 
Sngland,  with  a  patent  by  which  to  eetaUiih  thei« 
telTce  ai  were  the  eolonistf  at  Plymonth  ;  thb  tettl6-» 
ment  eontinled  of  909  tonh ;  a-handred  of  which  the 
Crst  year  broke  off  and  planted  themeeltes  at  Charle^' 
town  and  Boskm.  Among  the  settlert  at  NannriLcog 
were  two  minitf en  Mf.  bkelton  and  Mr»  BIgginson  the 
former  of  theie  wai  eleeted  and  lettlcd  ae  pastor  of  the 
ehoreh  with  the  latter  for  his  aesittant.  This  was  the 
first  regularly  organized  congregational  church  in  New 
England  furnished  with  its  ofieers  of  goTomment  and 
discipline.  These  settlers  called  their  town  Salem  front 
the  Hebrew  which  signifies  Pence.  The  rising  charae- 
ter  of  the  colonies  attracted  the  attention  of  many  at 
home,  who  began  to  consider  them  in  a  point  of  Kght 
rery  different  to  that  in  which  they  had  considered  them* 
selircs.  RnLioxoM  and  nmLxoiovs  LinnnTr  were  the 
aele  focmbatioii  of  the  New  England  establishment^ 
bet  their  prosperity  and  progress  presently  held  out  in* 
dneements  for  speenlators  of  a  different  stamp  to  at« 
tempt  a  settlement  among  them.  The  Western  World 
bad  opened  a  new  source  of  wealth,  in  the  valuable 
articles  of  commeree  it  ftiniisbed.  The  steady  habits 
and  persevering  industry  of  ibe  colonised  puritans  abun* 
&atly  encouraged  these  eipectations  in  the  tradingi 
eommnnitics.  Hence  in  the  course  of  a  few  years  the 
eld  charters  were  enlarged,  or  new  ones  wero  obtafamd 
epoa  more  eligible  lermi» 
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In  16J89  Charles  L  granted  the  famoui  iaeorporalm 
koowa  by  the  name  of  the  ^  OoTXBNoa  avd  Compavt 

QP  MABSAOBUtrnTTt   BaT   IK   NxW    EvOLAWD.''       Thtl 

was  the  first  eharter  that  ever  eame  to  New  Eoglaad, 
aad  the  only  one  npon  which  Massaehnsetts  ever  acted, 
tiU  king  William  granted  them  another  after  the  roTo- 
latioiu  In  the  following  spring  the  officers  elected 
uyoB  this  incorporation,  with  about  1500  people,  em« 
haiked  at  several  ports  in  England,  in  eleven  vessels 
equipped  and  stored  at  the  expense  of  more  than  31,000 
pounds  sterling,  with  the  grand  charier  on  board.  This 
vast  body  arrived  safe  at  Salem  and  CharUstown  in  the 
nMuths  of  June  and  July.  In  consequence,  the  8tk  of 
July  was  celebrated  in  all  the  plantations  as  a  day  of 
pablic  thanksgiving  to  God,  <<  for  all  his  goodness^  and 
wonderful  works  to  them. 

But,  notwithstanding  the  splendor  of  this  royal  ehar* 
tor  and  incorporation,  the  splendid  characters  and  agents 
which  had  engaged  upon  it,  and  the  weight  of  property 
embarked  to  support  the  whole,  the  land  on  which  they 
kad  set  down  was  a  waste  howling  wilderness,  a  land 
of  drought,  a  land  of  enemies;  and  all  these  evils  they 
had  to  experience.  After  a  long  voyage,  and  the  ships 
crowded  with  passengers,  and  many  of  them  sick,  eom« 
forts  and  careful  attention  on  coming  ashore  are  pecu* 
liarly  called  for ;  but  these  were  wanting  here,  sickness 
Iherefore  prevailed  and  carried  off  in  a  few  months  800 
of  their  number.  The  Indians,  too,  threatened  to  in* 
vade  their  settlement  and  kept  them  in  perpetual  fear. 
But  God  had  destined  New  England  to  become  a  great 
people,  a  people  to  shew  forth  bis  praise,  and  so  a  way 
was  made  for  their  escape.  By  the  close  of  the  year 
about  dOO  more  adventurers  arrived,  which  made  up  in 
soBM  measure  for  those  lost  by  death,  and  for  otken 
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who  filruek  with  fear  returned  to^ngland.  The  eolonj 
Ofintitted  of  about  1700  individuals.  Four  elergymtii 
formed  on  imporlant  part  of  this  g;reat  bodj,  they  were 
Messrs.  Maverick^  Warham,  Wilaonj  and  Philips,  This 
g;reat  bodj  of  eolonists^*  settled  eleven  towns  or  vil** 
JugeS)  eaeh  consisting  on  an  ari^rage  of  150  inhabitants, 
nearly  thirty  families."  At  Charlestown  and  ^^  Boston 
a  considerable  number  of  the  patentees  fixed  their  abode 
nnder  the  pastoral  care  of  Mr.  Wilson.  Messrs  War* 
bam  and  Maverick  with  their  people  settled  at  Dorr* 
Chester."  Mr.  Philips  was  chosen  by  the  company 
whieh  planted  themselves  at  Watertowii  |  and  another 
company  fixed  upon  Roxbury,  and  had  for  their  minis* 
ters  the  famous  Mr.  Eliot  and  Mr.  Weld  who  came  to 
the  country  the  next  year. 

New  England  history,  thus  far  detailed,  will  fumtslt 
a  specimen  of  the  way  in  which  churches  in  this  couq- 
try  have  been  settled,  gathered  or  established.  A 
minute  detail  cannot  be  continued  in  this  single  vo- 
lamc,  the  history  of  these  churches  alone  would  fill  a 
volume  with  the  most  interesting  matter;  but  as  o«r 
limits  are  such,  wc  can  only  say,  in  this  chapter  that 
the  churches  formed  in  Massachusetts  soon  gave  rise^ 
directly  or  indirectly,  to  many  others  established  in 
New  Hampshire,  Connecticut,  Rhode  Island  with 
places  adjacent.  In  these  churches,  at  first,  the  per- 
secuted elergy  from  England  officiated,  among  whom,  be- 
fore the  close  of  the  century,  we  find  the  names  of  Chiton 
^^mMather — ^ortonr^Davenpor^HookeT'-^Rogers  with 
many  others  of  greater  or  less  celebrity.  Neal  says  he 
had  ^  a  list  of  seventy-seven  divines,  who  became  pas- 
tors  of  sundry  churches  and  congregations  in  this  coun- 
try before  the  year  1640,  all  of  whom  had  been  in  ar- 
dcrs  in  the  church  of  England/' 
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89»«  eirewBfUiMtf  •f  a  mere  general  eharaeler 
miui  be  »trod«eed  to  the  reader  witk  wkiek  this  teeiioi 
will  be  eeneladkdl. 

The  New  Englaod  ftithert  were  siea,  set  only  9t 

mntid  pUtg  hot  of  sound  Iwming.    Their  rerr  early 

tare  therefore  was  to  fomish  the  meaitf  of  preserviag 

ia  the  ehareh  a  well  instmeted  steeession  of  BuniBters. 

la  leat  the  legislature  of  Massaehuselts,  in  general 

eeart  assemhlod,  voted  400l.  for  the  establishment  of  a 

ynblie  sehool;    this  seminary  was  scarcely  instituted 

before  the  Rot.  Johv  Habtard  psstor  of  the  ebureh  at 

jCharlestown  died  and  bequeathed  one  half  of  his  estate 

.amo«intiag  te  T79l.  ±7:  2d.  to  its  furtheranee.    **  Thos 

ondowedy  the  school,  was  erected  into  a  Collegb,  and 

assumed  the  name  of  its  principal  benefactor  HAavAan  j 

and  Newtown,  in  compliment  to  the  eollege,  and  im 

memory  of  the  place  where  many  of  the  fathers  reeeiTed 

4beir  edoeationy   was  called  Cambbidok.     In  1640, 

the  legislature  granted  the  income  of  Charlestown  ferry 

<<  as  a  farther  support,  and  the  same  year  Eev.  Ekwrf 

JDmtUr  was  installed  the  first  President    The  Ibllow- 

ing  year  an  aet  was  passed  ^  by  which  all  the  magm- 

trates  and  the  teaching  elders  of  the  six  nearest  towns, 

with  the  president,  were  i^pointed /orener  *  the  gover* 

aors  of  the  seminary.''    So  early  as  i66i  an  addition 

was  made  to  this  foundation,  for  the  education  of  A- 

^dian  youih^  but  though  ^  the  design  was  prudent  and 

^Mble^yet  it  was  not  snceessful.    With  this  eollege 

aommeneed  the  operations  of  the  printing-press,  wkieh 

fount  of   intelligence  was    opened    at    the    expense 

*  fij  the  superior  and  topeiiatiire  Hgbi  of  the  Nineteenth. oen- 
^■*7«  the  wiM  men  of  HABTAan  ditcoversd  that,  ^^Jbrtver^ 
tenninated  Aono  Domini  1809. 
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of   a  Mr.   CHover  who  died  on  hit  patsag^  to  tho^ 
eon  D  try* 

The  New  England  fathert,  at  an  early  period,  felt  a 
deep  eoneern  for  the  spiritual  welfare  of  the  native  In- 
dian, who  were  all  hnried  in  the  deepi^vt  ihadet  of  igno- 
ranee  and  superstition.  •Mr.  Eliot  minister  of  Roxbury 
partieularly  interested  himself  on  behalf  of  this  be- 
nig^hted  people,  ^  He  established  towns,  in  which  ho 
eolteeted  Indian  families  ;  taught  them  husbandry,  the 
meehanie  arts,  and  a  prudent  management  of  their  af- 
fairs, and  instructed  them  wit^  unrwearied  attention  ia 
the  principles  of  the  Christian  religion.  His  zeal  and 
success  have  justly  obtained  for  him  the  title  of  the 
Apostle  op  the  Indians."  The  society  for  propagO' 
ting  the  gospely  established  in  the  mother  country,  lent 
their  aid  in  this  truly  Christian  work,  and  mti^ny  others 
in  different  parts  Joined  with  Mr.  Eliot  in  these  labours, 
till  at  length  we  find  between  twenty  and  thirty  Indian 
oocteties,  many  of  whom,  by  their  piety  and  Christian 
knowledge,  did  great  credit  to  these  evangelical  mis- 
•ions.  Mr.  Eliot  translated  and  composed  several  one- 
lul  works  for  the  use  of  bis  Indian  disi-iples ;  he  even 
accomplijihed  the  translation  of  the-  Bible,  beginning 
with  the  New  Testament,  which  be  pnblished  in  1661, 
and  the  remaining  books  inr  a  few  years  after. 

So  many  of  the  puritans  having  come  to  New  Eng^ 
land  for  liberty  of  conscience,  and  having  found  in  this 
New  World  the  thing  they  sought ;  it  is  no  matter  of 
wonder  that  these  advocates  of  liberty  should  take  the 
Kberty  to  think  for  themselves,  and  dissent  from  one 
another.  It  is  to  be  regretted,  however,  that  there  should 
be  distentions  in  the  church,  but  it  is  often  found 
that  when  this  appears,  the  evil  is  nraeh  increased  by 
the  unhallowed  interference  of  opposing  parties*  Aboni 
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MB*  Amm  Huiekmmm^  a  neaibcr  of  Um  Bo«Im 
MUBMBy  ^  «  wonaa  of  ■Mtooluie  BadentaBdiaip  %mi 
foBwalo  arV  ^ave  laelaret  to  tiie  sisUyrhoad  ia 
k«r  awa  Imhoo.  Tlie  pecaliar  daetrian  of  ker  ecead 
vart  UieM  «'  tk^taur  tmian  i9tl&  tAa  Ao^  GhoM  is  saci, 

IMt  196  art  dtoit  lo  fvtf^r  V^i^*^  ^^^'^^^ '^^^^'^ 
nor  i^racM  auirt  tftaa  kifpoerUm^  na  MtmctifiemUom^  M 
mHolyGkettkim§€if,tM  ammiBJmM^fied  k^mrt  kt 
Micipgt^  ttal/aMwttocaase^jaait^catuMii  Oallk 
kitorof  <cHjP(ar«  ibobb /oH^  NolAu^r  ^  «  c<n9a«a^ 
ivorlfli,  aait  thai  tkB  eavemmt  of  grace  is  tks  spirit  of 
the  seriptmrsSi  which  U  known  oafy  ts  bcUeversj  thai 
IMs  wvennnt  of  works  wms  given  hf  Moses  $  thnlt  tk^m 
mss  a  Merf,  naaieiyf  Mtaham^s^  camnl  seed^  went  niemg 
im  thiSy  nnd  there  wns  a  life  und  spirii  in  Uj  by  virtat 
of  idUcA,  a  fliaa  might  Main  io  aay  sancUfiiaKtiom  fa 
gifts  and  graces^  and  might  Aaae  special  tomwmmiati 
wiik  Chrisi,  and  ^perish;  that fiuh  before  jn^^ 
ca^tifmis  only  passwe^an  empty  tf^sd;  that  the gramtd 
of  att,  10  asMtroatc  by  immediate  revelation.  Tbio  aew 
and  hi^ly  tatevei Uag  Mheflie  i ooa  eaaie  aiaroad^  aad 
tone  of  tke  brethreD  were  as  deeply  eagiged  aa  the 
tiitert  had  been.  Mr.  Wheelri|;ht,  a  elergymaa  fraai 
En^aad  and  brother  to  Mrt.  Hutehinton,  openly  eo* 
poQsed  hit  i if ter'i  ereed,  aad  prcae hed  in  ita  defeaae. 
JIfr;  Fane,  the  ^Ternor  beeane  a  proselyte^  aad  Mr. 
Cotton  wai  i utpeeted  of  beiag  taiated  with  the  dioeaoa. 
An  addition  of  disputants  and  adYoeateo,  no  doabt  eaa* 
tribated  to  Ike  pleating  porplexity  of  the  new  mysle- 
riet.  ^  This  jumble  of  nontente  and  impiety,  was 
thaaght  vastly  important  and  good ;  all  the  eoagrq^. 
lion  of  Boston,  exeept  four  or  five,  doted  with  thoaa 
apiaions,  or  the  most  of  them.'*  Dtspatiag  oa  tboaa 
artieles  was  vary  soon  mixed  op  with  the  palitiea  af 
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ilM  eokNiyy  ttod  tiM  oMgittimtet  t»ok  a  purl  ia  the  nuit- 
ter.  Wkeelwriglil  was  dteiared  guiltj  of  lediUon  and 
liabk  to  paoiflkAent.  Ai  length  a  9ynad  wai  reoolved 
•poa ;  thie  ateembly  **  met  at  Cambridge^  Aai^aet  aothy 
when  eiglMji,  or  eighty-two  errors  were  preMSied  for 
ooMideratiott,  'ihi«  delieate  busiueef  was  managed 
with  great  pradeaee  and  addroet.  No  pertoo  was  aamed 
as  bokUog  sueh  errors ;  no  person  was  inquired  after; 
as  the  aathor  of  soeh  opinioas.  £aeh  error  was  reeited^ 
with  only  this  short  remark,  thu  i$  contrary  to  $ueh  and 
mteh  UxU.  whieh  were  sobjoinedr  The  result  of  the 
ayaod  was  ananimous,  and  even  Mr.  Cotton  freely  de* 
elared,  that  he  disrelished  all  those  opinioas  and  exr 
pressions,  as  being  some  of  them  heretieal,  and  some  of 
them  blasphemous,  some  of  them  erroneous,  and  all  of 
them  iaeongrooos."  This  decision  broke  up  the  Hut* 
ehiasonian  seetary  and  brought  the  parties  into  toler* 
able  quiet.  But  sad  to  relate,  after  all,  the  banishment 
of  Mrs.  Uotf  hinson  and  of  her  brother  was  deemed 
aeoossary  to  the  stable  peaee  of  the  ehureh  and  the 
eamaM>awealth.  Nothing  ean  justify  perseeution,  no 
•at  the  eharaeter  and  piety  of  the  New  England  fathers, 
Bor  the  infloenee  of  this  Antinomian  pestitenee.  It  is 
hut  justice  to  remark  that  these  troublers  of  the  ehureh 
•eeasioaed  no  small  offeaee  to  the  public  at  large; 
wherover  they  went  strife  attended  them,  and  from  this 
aiffcaaMtanee,  1  sonclude,  we  may  account  fur  the  ill 
Saaie  under  which  they  wandered  ft^m  place  to  place, 
till  some  of  them  fell  a  prey  to  the  Indians,  while  others 
of  them  held  a  doohtful  and  precarious  existence  ia  the 
•xiremities  of  the  settlements. 

The  rise  and  spread  of  ^fuictriam  ia  the  onKher 
aoaatry  ga?e  rise  to  many  lears  in   the  colonies;  and 
I  severe  Jaws  were  eaaoted  against  that  sect  shoold 
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thej  <lare  to  i«vade  tbe  rij^htt  of  New  Kii^Mid*  Bit 
ii  ipite  nf  all  tbit  the  Quakers  tought  to  tharr  in  tht 
liberty  and  pi^aee  of  the  pleasaiit  laail.  Otorge  Fas 
eame  orer  to  Rhode  Isiaad,  aod  publishi^  his  dc^etriiMi 
and  what  with  thote  friends  who  aecompanied  kin 
OTtr^  and  whh  those  frieods  he  made,  or  fbond  here^  be 
was  able  to  set  a  (^ing  very  similar  extravaganeies  to 
those  whieb  had  marked  their  pro^^ss  in  Kngland. 
Thej  iDveij^hed  tbe  magistrates,  and  abased  the  minis- 
ters  ;  they  suffered  their  women,  on  some  oeeasions,  to 
f^  publiely  naked  ^  for  a  sis*n."  For  these  and  aimt- 
lar  eicesftes  they  were  punished  anti  driven  out  of  the 
eolony.  If  the  laws  had  only  referreil  to  the /^nefsceof 
this  people,  and  not  to  their  reiigfioas  tenc^  the  ebarge 
of  persecution  eould  hardly  have  been  established  ia 
this  case.  The  eondoet  of  the  eolonists  towards  the 
Baptists  1  am  afraid^  upon  examination^  will  not  bo 
fbund  so  blameless. 

I'he  eongre|;ationalism  established  by  onr  Pathero, 
was  not  of  soeh  a  eharaeter  as  to  prevent  the  fallow- 
ship  of  chorehes^or  to  forbid  their  association  for  mntnal 
eounsel.  In  the  eourse  of  fifty  yearn  several  ^ne« 
ral  8tkods  were  held ;  the  first  of  these  in  t6d7,  we 
have  seen  on.  the  subjeet  of  Hutebinsonhinism.  Th« 
second  was  convened  in  1644(,  and  eontinoed'in  session  ^ 
nearfy  two  years,  the  object  was  a  platform  of  ehnreii 
government;  this  code  of  ecelestastical  law  is  too  well 
known  to  need  detail  here.  A  third  synod  was  called 
in  1607,  which  continued  in  operation  either  by  adjonm- 
ment  or  repeated  session  till  1062.  The  questions  which 
came  before  this  assembly  were  chiefly  two.  Firsts 
«  Wko  are  subjects  of  baptism  f  Second,  Whether  ac- 
«  cording  to  the  word  of  God,  there  ought  to  be  a  corn^ 
«  SQciation  of  chwehes,  and  what  should  be  the  mmfter 
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^<  »juy^  The  former  of  theto  quettioBs  deffervet  fotne 
AUeniioBy  with  tbe  tireuoMttiiees  lyider  wliieh  it  was 
introduced. 

We  have  noticed  tome  artielei  of  diseiplioe  and  ritoal 
in  the  Plymouth  ehurch^  which  we  dMisidered  as  bear- 
ing markf  of  having  originated  among  the  Browmtti. 
Among  these  the  method  of  baptism  held  a  eonsp^ooui 
£gure :  the  children  only  of  parents  in  full  commtmion 
were  eligible.    This  practice,  for  a  few  years  after  the 
settlement  of  the  pilgrims  at  Plymouth,  was  no  matt^ 
of  offence  nor  of  complaint;  the  far  greater  part  of  the 
whole  colony,  were  church  members  in  full  communion, 
their  children  of  course  were  aU  acknowledged  as  en- 
titled to  the  initiatory  rite.    But  as  this  first  New  Eng- 
land church  was  long  without  a  paster,  the  children  bom 
in  the  colony,  whether  of  church  members  or  of  others, 
grew  up  remaining  unbaptized.    I'hese  children  were 
mixed  with  others,  and  perhaps  in  the  same  families, 
who  had  been  baptized  before  their  parents  left  Europe. 
'  Bere  was  a  distinct  line  drawn  at  once  between  the 
children  in  the  same  congregation  entitled  to  the  same 
privileges,  but  not  possessing  them  alike.    This  in  a 
few  years,  in  a  greater  or  less  measure,  was  the  case, 
doubtless,  in  other  churches.     These  children  attaining 
to  maturity  became  parents :  here  then  was  a  question. 
What  was  to  be  done  for  their  offspring  ?  baptized  they 
could  not  be,  unleu  their  immediate  parents  bad  become 
church  members,  which  many  of  them  had  not,  nor  were 
they  themselves  baptized.     The  old  men  of  the  church 
saw  at  once,  a  great  proportion  of  their  grand  children 
ent  off  from  that  very  church  which  they  had  endured 
so  much  to  rear  and  establish  in  this  wilderneu.     The 
young  people  too,  and  their  rising  seed,  began  to  com- 
plain and  to  clamour,  for  they  felt  themsetvesy  amidst 
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all  the  splendor  of  their  new  ehsreh  p«iiily>  as 
pleteljr  in  mi  aaehiirelied  slate  at  were  the  Indiaii  pap- 
paatee  around  then.  Aaothef  eireamttanee  eoBtrihated 
to  inereate  this  grie¥aiiee«  The  planters  af  the  eaie- 
nies  had,  from  the  first,  diyided  all  the  ofiees  of  trast 
and  honoar  among  persons  who  were  in  fall  eommnntss^ 
and  this,  whether  a  standing  law  or  not,  had  the  sane* 
tion  of  established  eustom ;  all  the  onbaplized  there* 
foret  were  eompletelj  shat  ont  from  every  important 
station  in  the  state.  Thej  were  ealled  npon  to  bear  an 
equal  share  in  all  pnblie  daties  beeoming  ehristtan  dent- 
sens,  fur  whieh  thoy  had  no  rerooneration, either  in  stats 
or  ehurch,  no  not  so  mneh  as  to  hare  their  ehildrea 
hsptized. 

These  things  agitating  the  pahlie  mind,  and  seemii^ 
likely  to  prodoee  either  a  settled  diseontent,  or  some- 
thing worse^  the  general  eourt  considered  it  expedient 
to  eall  a  synod,  before  which  assembly  were  laid  the  two 
questions  stated  above.     To  that,  ^<  Who  art  mibjeets  of 
baptismf^^  they  retnmed  an  answer  in  seven  proposilions. 
^  i.  They  that  according  to  scripture  are  jnembers  of 
^<  the  visible  church,  are  the  subjects  of  baptism.  2.  The 
^  members  of  the  visible  church  according  to  scriptnrey 
^  are  confeilerate  visible  believers,  in  particular  charch* 
^  es,  and  their  infant  seed,  i.  e.  children  in  minority, 
^  whose  next  parents,  one  or  both,  are  in  covenant.     3. 
^  The  infant-seed  of  confederate  visible  believers,  are 
^  members  of  the  same  church  with  their  parents,  and 
<^  when  grown  up,  are  personally  under  the  wateh,dis* 
^  cipHne  i^nd  government   of  that  church.    4.  These 
<<  adult  persons,  are  not  therefore  to  be  admitted  to  full 
<<  communiont  merely  because  they  are  and  eontinue 
^*  members,  without  such  farther  qualifications,  as  the 
<*  word  of  Ood  requireth  thereunto.     5.  Church  mem* 
^  hers  who  are  admitted  in  minority,  understanding  the 
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doetrine  of  fliitb',  and  paUieiy  pn^bstuig  tlieir  Mseot 
thereto ;  not  teandaloai  in  life,  and  solemnl j  owaiag 
the  eovenant  before  (he  ehareh,  wherein  thej  give 
ap  themselves  and  their  ehtldren  to  the  Lord,  and  inh- 
jeet  themselves  to  the  government  of  Christ  in  the 
fbureb,  their  ehildren  are  to  be  baptized.''  Theath 
nd  7th  propositions  refer  to  eases  of  ^  extraordinary 
Toinc/encr,"  and  of  oeeasional  eommonion^bnt  bearing 
o  lightlj  on  this  question,  need  not  be  given  at  length. 
This  result  of  tbe  sjndd  tbe  general  eonrt  eomoiended 
0  the  consideration  of  all  the  ehorehes  in  their  juris- 
lietion.  Several  of  the  ministers,  however,  dissented 
rom  this  result,  among  whom  were  president  Chauneej 
»f  Harvard,  Mr.  Increase  Mather  and  Mr.  Davenport, 
Lege  wrote  against  what  was  now  popolarlj  called, 
The  half-way  eovenant.  This  designation  I  presume 
^as  pronounced  by  those  inimical  to  tbe  practice  ;  but 
lome  others  as  warmly  defended  the  practice  and  more 
properly  eihibited  it  as  the  Bapthuud  Covenant.  Bat 
ill  warmth  on  this  subject  should  be  avoided,  it  may 
be  a  subject  of  speculation,  but  should  not  be  the  ocea* 
lion  of  division ;  on  all  matters  of  mere  ritual,  Christiana 
ibeuld  agree  to  differ.  Yet  we  may  add  that  the  cus- 
t4)m  of  baptizing  children  as  here  recommended  by  the 
ijnod  was  no  new  thing.  Mr.  Parker  and  Mr.  M'oyee 
ministers  of  Newbury  practised  in  this  way  many  yeara 
before  this  synod.  Some  English  congregational  cler* 
gymen  eipostulated  'with  the  Massachusetts  ehurehea 
on  this  subject,  and  ascribed  the  practice  to  the  ^  JWia 
Plymouth  men^  whom  they  esteemed  as  ^*  good  loving 
Cliristians^^  but  considered  them  as  adopting  some  of  the 
illiberal  ideas  of  the  Brownists.  In  England  and  Scot* 
land  the  serict  method  of  baptism  never  prevailed.  In 
the  present  day,  and  in  the  most  flourishing  churches  in 
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the  mmli,  t—^  it  it  a  prattiM  fvite  «ftkii«w«.  IM- 
M4ge  Mji  ^  Bnpttse  wi  ibe  efciMrtB  •f  tile  operiy 
pi«AuK,  whMH  it  HMj  liard«B  in  their  wiekedhess,  bet 
nAMeaese  wbe  Bdke  aey  tUiigef  a  iiepefol  prafesMt 
ef  religiev.'* 
Tkm  eeeead  fvettiea  9m  ^ie  camsocuOum  of  ckwrekes 
aaewer^  by  Mbwribiiig  a  professteii  aiade  m  fbe 
eberebee.  <*  Tbat  it  it  a  nett  abhorred  BHtx- 
<*  i■^  that  a  tia^  teeiety  ef  mea,  profettiag  the  aaoie 
M  ef  Chrtiif,  theatd  i"^S^  ^^^n  of  the  taoie  bodj  aad  te* 
^eietj,  aad  yet  eieaipt  tbewtelvet  fntai  S^^i^S  aeeeant, 
^  er  being  een«arabie  by  aay  ether,  either  CJbrittiaB  ■»• 
**  gtttratet  abore  them,  er  oeig^boaring  ehiirehet  abeat 
<Hhefli.''  The  aMnner  ia  whieb  tbit  eontoeiatioa  aiigbt 
be  held,  they  declared  ia  eight  propetitioBt. 

In  t679  an  atteaible  of  eeeletiattict  wa^  brooght  to- 
gether ia  BettoB  ealled  the  Meforming  Synod,  The  ee- 
eatioB  ef  tbit  tyaed  wat  ia  toBie  very  aSietiTe  proTi* 
denees,  with  whieh  the  eeloaiet  had  beea  Titited. 
Droaghtt,  blattt,  ire,  pettileace,  thipwreekt,  war,  had 
proTcd  to  ealaaHloBt  as  to  denaBd  a  tolena  iaqBiry. 
UpoB  thete  adversitiet  the  tynod  deliberated,  aad  gave 
it  at  their  opiaioa  that  the  tiat  of  New  Bagtaad  had 
proToked  the  ditpleatare  of  I  be  Almighty.  They  point* 
ed  oBt  ^  a  great  ifoeay  of  the  power  ef  gedlinefis^ — 
tpiritaai  pride  aad  eoBteatioa— distipation  and  profaae- 
aett,  Taaity  aad  exeett  ia  yoath — Sabbatb-breakiBg— 
werMlyiaiBdedaett  aad  selfishnett.  The  tynod  pre* 
eeribed,  deep  baaHliation  aad  repentaaee — a  ttriet  guard 
at  the  Lofd^i  table  boMaett  in  the  fkitb— inspeeiioa 
of  the  tehoolt  aad  restmiift  open  yoath— reformation  ta 
ebareh  aad  ia  ttate  and  espeeially  an  exemplary  eoa- 
daet  ia  all  pablie  aad  ottrial  eharaetem,  with  great  ret- 
^■Qtioa  and  watebfUlaett  ia  keadt  of  famtliet.     These 
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•trieturef  produced  many  happy  eSeeU  on  tbe  lives  aal 
eanduet  of  men  in  all  ranks  of  soeiely.  This  same  sy- 
Bod,  in  a  second  session  held  ibe  following  year  in  the 
month  of  May^  drew  op  a  eoofession  of  faith,  in  sob- 
stanee  the  same  as  the  Westminster  and  Soots'  Formn- 
laries.  <<  The  synod  chose  to  nse  the  confessions  of 
faith  adopted  in  Europe,  that  so  tketf  mighi^nat  only  with 
one  heartf  btU  wUh  one  mouthy  glorify  Qod  and  our  Lord 
Jisua  Christ.^^  This  confession  is  in  agreement  with 
the  doctrinal  articles  of  the  church  of  England  and  with 
the  faith  of  the  French  reformed  churches.  It  was  re« 
senred  for  later  agea^^^gesof  light  and  of  reason^  to  give 
improved  editions  of  the  Christian  religion.  There  is 
one  article  however  in  the  old  creed  which  1  think  rath- 
er exceeds  one  grand  article  of  the  new.    1'hb    Plb- 

NART  INSPIRATION  AND  OIVINB  AUTHORITY  OV  HOLT 
SORIPTUHR  !  ! 

The  progress  of  government  and  discipline  in  the  New 
England  churches  must  be  glanced  at  here.  Upon  their 
first  establishment,  every  regulation  and  movement  was 
eoBdoeted  by  the  members,  the  founders  and  Ikthers  of 
the  church  $  no  one  thought  of  exercising  any  authority, 
or  of  claiming  the  right  of  suffrage,  but  persons  in  full 
oommnnion.  The  fellowship  of  the  brethren  was  not 
only  sufficient  for  role  and  order,  but  also  for  support 
and  conntenaBce  of  all  charges;  but  after  the  lapse  of 
a  few  years,  there  were  found  in  the  congregation,  many 
persons  who  had  risen  up  and  become  supporters  of 
these  charges,  while  the  government  of  the-church  ex- 
cinded  them  from  all  right  in  the  election  and  choice  of 
officers  and  pastors.  This  became  an  occasion  of  of« 
fence,  to  remedy  which  alleged  evil,  it  was  found  expe- 
4imit  t#  settle  certain  privileges  upon  all  persons  who 
liad  become  propnctors  in  the  houses  of  worship  erected 
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Ikr  the  fteeoBunodation,  and  at  iIm  eipeBte  of  the  eaa- 

■umitf.  Jathiseirevimtaiiee  •risinatad  the  riglite  af  tte 

Naw  Eaglaad  pambea  la  take  a  part  m  the  settleMcal 

^  a  BHiistar,  bat  wlietlMr  ta  tbe  peaee  and  altiBalt 

yrotperit  J  of  the  ehareh,  or  aot,  will  appear  keraaller. 

The  rites  and  eereoHmies  of  these  ebnrehes  wereast 

astahlbhed  by  any  aetaf  oaiforniity ;  henee  dilcicat  ae* 

aieties,  gariiered  and  settled  aader  diffisrent  eireaaMt 

oes,  a^eed  epoa  these  natters  as  appeared  to  then  i 

rally  mott  agreeaUe  to  the  word  of  €lod,  aad  best  eal> 

«alated  to  promote  peaee  and  spirltoal  prosperity.  **Tha 

tkmgregiLtional  platform  is  said  to  be  a  middle  way  b^ 

hreen  Freslnfteriamsm  and  Broumts^s— X>or  fathers  were 

^  far  Independent  that  they  had  do  eanons  nor  eoastila- 

tions  for  the  whoie^  but  they  had  a  eonnexion  with  eaeh 

other  for  the  sake  of  streagtheaini;  and   eonsolia^  by 

ni^tHal  adviee  and  eounsel."  In  this  way  the  Massaeha* 

aetts  ehureheS}  more  espeeially,  have  walked.     In  iJoc- 

trine  Caitinitic,  in  government  Conorbgatiomal. 

Southern  Colonies.  Some  few  years  bel^re  the 
settlement  of  the  fttthers  at  Plymoath,  several  planta- 
tions to  the  southward  had  been  attempted.  In  taM 
the  French  discovered  that  part  of  the  coast  eontlgooos 
to  Albemarl  Sound,  a  settlement  was  made  here  and 
called  Carolina  after  the  reigning  monarch  of  Franee 
Charles  DL.  This  colony  furnishes  no  matter  lor  o«r 
history  during  this  eentnry.  Sir  Walter  Raleigh,  is 
iaa4  under  the  auspices  of  the  British,  eflfeeted  a  aettle- 
nent  to  the  north  of  Carolina  and  called  it  Virginia  ia 
bonoar  of  Elizabeth  the  tnr^n  queen  of  JBngland.  Theaa 
colonies  during  the  first  century  of  their  establisfanent 
^vill  furnish  but  a  rery  brief  ecclesiastical  history. 
The  beginnings  of  these  are  as  onKke  those  of  New- 
Baglaad  as  possible.    The  only  olyeot  of  adr^tarers 
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t»  Virgiiiia  wm  eoMMoerce.  In  (he  jear  iWf  JaoMt- 
Town  was  aettled ;  (lie  eompany  of  planters  brought  ool 
wiih  them  a  elergyman  of  the  name  of  Hunt  :  this  was 
■lAe  first  nittister  on  these  shores ;  from  the  eharaeter 
•C  the  oompany  by  whom  he  was  brought  out  it  may  bo 
presumed  that  he  was  an  episcopal iau»  ^^  he  appears  to 
hare  been  a  man  of  an  excellent  spirit,  and  singularly 
worthy  eharaeter.  He  had  great  influence  in  healing 
Ito  divisions,  and  promoting  the  peace  and  welfare  of 
Iheeompaay."  Mr.  Hunt  sufifered  great  losses  and  af* 
flkiiotts  during  his  ministry  in  this  colony,  but  how  long 
bo  remained  is  aneertain,  for  three  years  after  we  heal* 

,  af  a  Mr.  Biaeke  arriving  at  James  Town  and  officiating 
at  eolonial  chaplain,  he  also  is  spoken  of  in  the  most 
ffospeetAil  terms.  A  sveeession  of  ehaplains  may  bo 
Iraacd  for  tome  years,  but  tho  history  of  Virginia  is  ve» 
«j  barrea  of  spiritual  affiiirs.  The  conversion  of  Poco* 
tontof  an  Indian  princess  is  one  of  the  chief  events  of 

|tliaae  timot,  and  the  principal  thai  can  come  within  our 
dtalgf.  6ho  had  by  timely  interference,  when  very 
yoaog,  saved  the  life  of  captain  Smith  one  of  the  com*- 
pany  who  had  been  taken  captive  and  m  as  preparing 
for  execution  by  the  cruel  orcler  of  Powhatan  the  chief 
king.  This  lady  continued  to  manifest  great  kindness 
(a  the  Bnglish,  and  by  many  offices  which  she  under«- 
toak  at  her  own  hazard,  saved  them  from  the  strata* 
gems  of  the  Indians  and  supplied  them  with  many  tm* 
parlant  and  necessary  articles.  This  decided  attaeh* 
nwat  to  theKnglish  on  the  part  of  Pocahontas  pro^ 
oared  for  her  in  return  the  high  regards  of  the  eolonyi 
^Mr*  BolfeyVifho  was  afterwards  made  secretary  of  the 
ealany  a  worthy  gentleman,  fell  deeply  in  love"  widi 
this  amiable  and  excellent  Indian  lady,  and  in  ifif,  ha* 
^iag  obtained  the  eonsent  of  king  Powhatan  her  father^ 
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wert  Joned  in  marriage,  to  the  great  salUiietiMi  aal 
peace  of  tbe  eoloaj.  <<  Great  attentiMi  was  given  hf 
Mr.  Rolfe  and  tlie  Rev.  Mr.  Wkitaker  to  tlie  iutrse- 
tioD  of  Pocaiioiitas  ia  the  Baglkh  langaage  %mi  Ckm- 
liaa  religion.  Eager  was  her  partnit  of  knowledge, 
and  her  profieieney  was  equal  te  her  engagedneaa.  8he 
toon  renoonf  ed  her  paganism  and  embraeed  Chrietiamly. 
She  was  baptized  hj  the  name  of  Rebekah^  and  was  y^ 
forwards  known  bj  the  appellation  of  the  Ladt  Rxna- 
EAB.  She  was  the  first  convert  from  among  the  aha- 
rigines  of  North  America  to  the  Christian  pr^estaat 
faith.  Abont  three  years  after  her  marriage,  Mr.  RoHb 
made  a  visit  with  her  to  England.  She  was  iatrodoeed 
to  the  queen,  and  treated  with  great  respect  hy  lord 
and  lady  Delaware,  and  other  persons  of  qoality.  The 
eompany  in  London  gave  order  for  the  mainleaanee  of 
both  herself  and  child.  Bat  on  this  visit,  she  elasod 
the  scene  of  life  with  a  calm,  joyful  hope  in  the  divine 
mercy.  She  left  a  son  Jhama$  Bolft^  who  had  an  has- 
onrable  education  in  England.  He  caaM  overloYir* 
ginia,  where  he  lived  and  died,  in  affluence  and  hananr. 
Sis  descendants  are  among  some  of  the  most  respoetat* 
Me  families  in  Virginia. 

In  the  year  1648,  the  pious  people  of  Yirgiua  staled^ 
>y  letters  to  tbe  Boston  church,  that  the  ehnrehes  in  Yir* 
ginia  were  in  a  deplorable  condition  for  want  of  teach* 
ers  and  pastors,  they  begged  the  ehnrehes  of  Massaaha* 
setts  to  send  them  help.  According  to  their  prayer,  threa 
alergymen  were  dispatched  with  recommendation  lirom 
the  general  court  to  the  authorities  of  Virginia  $  bat 
though  these  New  England  ministers  were  well  and 
thankfully  received  by  the  people,  yet  the  magistrates 
and  council  woald  not  suffer  them  publicly  to  ofieiate, 
giving.'iiieir  orders  <<  that  all  such  jis  did  not  conform  /» 
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l^^dUctfHm  of  the  church  of  England  should  depaH 
Wkd emmtry ^y such  hday^^ 

JWir  Forl^  wa«  first  settled  by  the  Aatch,  in  K14, 
tut  8O0D  after,  the  Bnglish  took  possessioii  of  the  eolony^ 
mnd  ineorporated  h  under  the  ^vemment  of  Virginia* 
These  Soathero  colonies  bei»g  established  ehieflj  under 
Ae  auspices  of  episcopalians,  they  diseoYcred  a  bias 
limch  more  towards  poperj  than  towards  the  doctrine 
and  discipline  of  the  puritans  ;  and  though  the  church 
of  England  sought  an  eslablishmeRt,  to  the  exclusion  of 
non-eonformity,  yet  trade  and  commerce  were  the  chief 
•lyect  of  these  adventurers,  and  therefore  spiritual  mat' 
lers  were  but  a  secondary  concern. 

West  Indies.  At  so  early  a  period  little  can  be 
•aid  of  Christians  or  of  churches  in  these  islands.  Co* 
hmibns  was  the  first  and  chief  discoverer  of  this  group, 
and  he  being  of  the  Roman  faith,  the  pope  had  the  first 
liold  of  them,  much  of  this  dominion  still  remains.  If 
the  Bermuda  isles  may  be  allowed  to  class  with  the 
West  Indies,  there  is  one  circumstance  in  relation  to 
Ili«se  just  within  the  province  of  our  hiitory.  In  lecH^ 
Mmirai  Sir  John  Somers  was  wrecked  on  one  of  these 
islands  en  his  expedition  to  Virginia.  The  crew  and 
great  part  of  the  cargo  were  saved.  They  continued 
here  several  months  during  which  time.  **  They  had 
iBomtng  and  evening  prayers  daily  ;  divine  service  was 
performed  and  two  sermons  were  preached  every  Lord's 
day  by  their  chaplain,  Mr.  Backe.  One  marriage  was 
ealebrated,  and  two  children  were  born  and  baptised.'' 
In  a  year  or  two  after  this,  a  plantation  was  com* 
ateneed. 

l^e  mrthem  settls^^nts  of  iht  American  eontinent 
affbrd/tbis  eentury,  no'detail  of  importance.  Wherever 
ttoBrilMk  goterament  bat  Mtablished  settleBMMits  aatf 
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plaatatMM,  the  ehnrcb  of  JBagUnd  hat  hud  ker  1 
apm  tbea,  umI  #ImU  is  as  trae,  as  it  Is  rsMiflrahh»  ia 
fliasC  ease*  wera  tke  Eaglisb  episeofae j  has  pravaiM» 
there  has  been  aa  asjlan  far  paputs* 


CHAPITER  VL 

Review  ov  the  oenturt. 

The  eommeneeiDent  of  this  period  is  marked  with  the 
bjpoerisy,  intoleranee,  and  tyraoDj  of  James  the  First 
of  England,  and  Sixth  of  Beotland.  A  leading  f^atare 
of  the  limes  is  to  be  seen  in  a  strong  tendenej  to  the  sa* 
perstitions  of  popery;  the  prineipal  barrier  raised 
against  this  sad  ineiination,  and  the  only  one  whieh 
proved  eflectaal  was  the  zeal,  the  perseveranee,  and  tha 
Christianity  of  the  perseeoted  puritans  and  noa-eoafor- 
mists.  That  fbrm  of  doctrine  embraced  by  the  rcfbrm* 
^rs,  and  avowed  in  the  articles  of  the  church  of  England 
after  a  lapse  of  a  few  years,  lost  gronnd  in  that  rery 
eommnnion  whieh  had  laid  it  as  its  base.  Indeed  it 
cannot  be  imagined  that  sneh  doctrines  eav  be  eerdlallj 
embraced  and  Ecaloosly  preached,  by  men  who  go  fata 
an  establishment  for  a  li?ing.  Eiaetly  the  same  was 
the  ease  in  all  the  protestant  and  reformed  eharchca. 
Pure  and  undeiled  religion  is  a  divine  s|Hritaal  thia^ 
and  can  be  supported  and  extended  only  by  its  native  in- 
Huenee.  True  godliness  cannot  be  shut  In,  nor  shat  aat| 
as  priests  and  legislators  may  decree.  There  is  a  moeh 
nearer  relation  between  good  men  of  all  peffsnaslaasi 
than  human  establishments  aad  eeelesiastieal 
Ml  possibly  gmu    Beaee  we  have  seei 
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fiahriawtoy  prMbyterkoSy  epiteopaKmaty  eoafiNrBiktt  aad 
aoa-asaiMMMU)  agreetag  to  earry  forward  tbe  detigat 
af  Okrwt  aad  hat  apostlet,  while  aialtitadet  ia  thete 
•areral  deaomiaatiano,  tabierUMiig  ike  tame  faiib,  Imito 
partaed  objeeCB  at  opposite  as  tbe  two  poles. 

Tbe  ysorpatioB  of  the  perliameatariaas  arrested  ther 
Saglish  bierarehy^eseorted  by  king  Charles  andDr.Laad, 
ia  its  eareerof  retom  to  Rooiey  and  for  a  while  sofipeiid- 
ed  the  jonmey :  bat  no  sooner  was  this  restraint  taken 
mK^  than  Charles  tbe  Second  and  bis  brother  James  re- 
newed tbe  nudertaking,  and  had  most  eertainly  sneeeed- 
ad  in  oondoeting  tbe  ehareh  clean  thither,  bnt  for  tbe 
roTolotioa  under  the  renowned  William. 

A  stranger  eontrast  eannot  be  drawn,  than  that  whieb 
appears  in  the  moral  state  of  things  during  tbe  several 
periods  of  Cromwell  and  Charles  the  Second.  Before 
the  close  of  the  civil  wars,  fanaticism  rose  to  an  enor- 
BMUs  height;  and  daring  its  triumphs,  doubtless  eontri* 
baled,  in  some  measure  to  prepare  the  way  for  that  flood 
af  shameless  prodigality  aad  sceptieism,which  prevailed 
ia  tbe  sabseqnent  period.  During  Cromwell's  govera- 
asant,  public  amusements  were  discountenanced,  while 
religions  eiereises  were  Jneorporated  with  all  the 
aammon  eagagements  of  life.  Oliver  himself  was  fre- 
faently  chaplain  in  his  army,  and  he  is  said  to  have 
boon  engaged  ia  social  devotion,  while  tbe  execationert 
wore  putting  tbe  king  ta  death*  The  soldiers  could 
pray  aad  preach,  aad  multitudes  of  tbe  people  carried 
their  casuistry  to  such  a  length,  that  almost  every  thing 
Ibraisbed  a  ease  of  conscience,  and  produced  matter  Ibr 
tbe  most  solemn  debate.  Some  of  this  might  connect 
with  true  religion  f  bnt  it  was  impossible  that  true  re- 
Jigioa  sboald  ultimately  flourish  uader  sacb  a  load  of 
Ikypncrisy  aad  spiritual  pride,  which  those  excesses 
vfcre  ealenlaled  lo  produce.  „g,,,,  ,^  Google 
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Tlie  ffokmiWf  ^  whether  ftuwUie  t  liyycriH;,  vn 
•ertamlja  stremmM  Mpperter  of  tfa<pr»tfnf  »r  itfw  f 
the  refonnalioB  frand  ■•  vnh  ttdfpMite  ia  cicher  of  the 
fcrtter  reigas.    Henry  was  an  alien  frooi  the  Rnian  hl- 
erarehy,  bot  never  departed  fh>ai  the  spirit  ^pepery  | 
hit  ten  Bdward  waa  too  yoang,  and  bio  lif»  too  short,  to 
bo  taken   into  the  eooiparisoD ;  Blixabeth  trod  m  the 
steps  of  ber  father,  and  in  owdellin^  the  BagKsh  charoh, 
eridently  took  her  master-strokes  frouf  Rone,  of  which 
the  Btiperstitioos  Land  speaks  with  rapture,  eallii^  thk 
season  the  pure  times  of  Elizabeth  ;  the  leading  Ibatnres 
of  these  pare  times  have  passed  in  reriew^  leafing  BoioH 
presnion  upon  onr  minds  rery  friendly  to  the  eharaeier 
of  the  qneen.    James  and   Charles  pnrsned  the  same 
traek,eonniving  at  popery,  and  perseenttog  proteotanl- 
ism.    The  interregnom  ehanged  the  seene,  and  plaeei 
the  protestant  eanse  in  'the  possession  of  its  rights  an4 
privileges,  of  whieh  it  eonid  never  boast  before.  It  most 
be  acknowledged,  that  in  effeettng  thisehange  the  parti- 
sans  of  the  old  eanse  had  to  complain  of  violeiiee,  and 
might  bring  the  eharge  of  persecution  Against  tbe  re^ 
formers  ^   but  how  was  it  possible  to  remove  this  CTit 
without  eoereion  ?  Had  Cromwell  aetnally  redneed  aM 
denominations  to  the  same  level,  and  had  he  giveB  evefry 
farish  the  liberty  to  eleot  its  own  minister,  a  vaot  pro- 
poriiott  of  the  old  elergy  would  have  felt  the  same  eattoe- 
quenees,  lor  the  spirit  of  the  people  w^s  against  th^nr  as 
papists  and  hirelings,  and  as  men  exceedingly  ill  qo«y- 
ficd  to  bear  spiritual  olfiees*     8neh  a  plan  of  equal  tole- 
ration would  have  certainly  done  great  credit  to  tl»«  go- 
vcrument ;  but  it  must  be  reatemhered  that  the  seqoev- 
tared  ministers  were  not  tomed  oat  into  the  wida  worW 
without  Mmo  allowance  from  their  livings,  by  whieii  ts 
supply  the  aeoessitieaof  their  otherwise  dooUtiite  ik 
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Jtet.  The  munber  of  tb«  taferiog  elei^  was  not  so 
gmt  as  at  first  night  appear ;  the  terms  of  eostinaaneo 
were  so  easy,  that  multitades  retained  their  ehurehes, 
aoid  eontinoed  (o  enjoy  their  emoluments;  the  ehief 
growid  of  sequestration  was  disaflfeetion  to  the  ruling 
power,  and  a  life  flagitious  and  immoral.  Walker,  in 
bis  aeeonnt  of  the  Sequestered  Clergj,  has  gone  into  an 
MTor  in  ealenlating  the  number  of  snflferers.  He  reckons 
•ne  indiTidnal  fbr  eaeh  plaee  and  offiee  raeated  bj  the 
«et  of  fjeotoMBt;  while  the  eiirwas^  that  in  a  great 
many  instanees  on/y  one  person  filled  three,  four,  and 
€iren  five  piaees.  During  the  usurpation,  unjust  as  that 
marpation  might  be,  there  were  none  of  the  abomina- 
tions of  the  star*ehamber,  and  eoort  of  high  eommir- 
•ioo  snflbred,  or  even  attempted ;  this  eannot  be  said 
•B  the  restoration,  the  event  of  which  revived  tho 
Jkorrors  of  perseeotion  and  ehnreh  tyranny. 

Tho  eeelesiastieal  eharaeter  of  Olivei^s  govemmenf^ 
whether  compared  with  the  foregoing,  or  with  the  snbse- 
q«ont,eertaaily  claims  the  preference.  Charles  the  First 
and  Second  persecuted  their  fHends,;Cromwell  persecuted 
ottly  his'enemies.  The  violent  measures  adopted  by  these 
*>>^N*Py  pnf>^M  ^^^  impolitic  as  well  as  severe,  and 
rodnced  the  nation  to  a  state  of  degradation  and  roin  ; 
they  persecnted  iheir  best  and  most  loyal  subjects,  while 
the  protector's  condnet  towards  the  religionists  of  his 
day,  was  directed  against  those  who  resisted  his  civil 
Mithority,  in  which  measures  it  is  admitted,  by  all 
parties,  that  he  raised  the  nation,  in  the  face  of  aH 
Bnrope,  to  a  name  and  character  never  possessed  be- 
fisre.  His  administration  attempted  the  nnion  of  mM 
pvotesiant  states  and  churchof,  and  interests,  while 
tho  tlUadviscd  Stuarts  drove  asunder  Aese  alliances, 
and  fodacod  tho  grand  causa  of  rclimMUion  to  the 
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greatest  ttniitt.     The  eoaduet  of  Clyn'lei  tke  ^tewi^ 
at  y*  rettarmtieo,  afford*  a  striking  proof  of  kis  want 
of  all  those  prineiples  charaeteristie  of  tiM  noaarefc. 
Tlie  presbjteriaas  were   tlM  ebief  aetors  in  plaek^g 
Vxm  on  the  British  throne,  and  wonld  donbUess  have 
pioved  themselves  well  worthy  of  bis  patronage  and 
friendship ;  but  these  were  so«e  of  the  irst  wIm  lell 
victiaM  to  his  base   iagratitttde,   and   at  length  two 
tlmiuand  of  them  were  eipelled  the  cbnreh  bj  his  not 
^  nniibnnitj*   OnthM-^v^jeet  two  divines  of  tlie  eknrsh 
'-^^V^tiA  express  themselves  tbns: — ^«  Who  ean  an> 
f wer  for  Um  violenee  and  iajustiee  of  aetioas  in  a  eivil 
^%x  i     Those  suferings  were  in  a  time  of  general  eala» 
mity  ;  but  these  were  ejeeted  not  only  in  a  time  of  pcaoo^ 
hot  a  time  of  joy  to  all  the  land,  and  after  an  aoi  of  ob- 
livion, when  ail  pretended  to  be  reeoneiled  and  made 
friends,  and  to  whose  common  rejoieings  these  saflbrtag 
ministers  bad  contributed  their  prayers  and  groat  es- 
.deavonrs," — ^^  1  must  own,  that,  in  my  jadgment^  Imw^ 
ever  both  sides  have  been  excessively  ta  hiamoy  yet  ttet 
the  ieverities  nsed  by  the  ehorf h  to  the  dissealers,  ate 
less  excusable  than  those  nsed  by  the  ^sseatars  to  tks 
choreh.    My  reason  is,  that  the  former  were  need  ia 
time  of  peace,  and  a  settled  government,  whereas  the 
latter  were  iaflieted  in  times  of  tnmnlt  and  oonfasioa : 
so  that  the  pinnderings  and  ravagiags  of  the  ebnrah 
ministov  were  owing  (at  least  many  of  them)  to  the 
mdeneu  of  the  soldiers,  and  the  chances  of  war  |  they 
were  plandered,  not  becanse  they  were  eonfbmHots,  bat 
cavaliers,  and  of  the  king's  party.    Tiia  allowing  of 
the  seqaestered  miaisters  a  ifth  part  of  their  livingi, 
was  a  (Christian  act,  and  what,  I  confess,  I  shoaW  have 
been  glad  to  llave   seen    imitated  at  the  restoration. 
Bat  no  aMroy  was  to  be  shewn  to  these  nnhan^  anf- 
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Ibrert,  tfioogh  it  was  impoMible  on  a  sadden  to  ill  uf 
the  gap  tliat  was  made  by  their  removal.'' 

In  a  mora)  point  of  view,  the  nation  soflfered  greatly 
fSrom  the  fottoration :  though  fanatieitm,  and  even  hypo- 
crisy, marked  the  eharaeter  of  many  of  Oliver'l  mighty 
mien ;  yet  npon  the  impartial  retrospeet  it  matt  be  grant* 
«tf,  that  there  was  an  abnndant  stoek  of  good  morale, 
re«l  piety,  and  soand  scriptaral  religion ;  the  eabbatk 
was  fttrietly  obi^erved,  and  the  magistraey  wa«  vigilant- 
ly ^mpbyeii  in  diseoantenaneing  vice  of  ev«ry  kind;  aH 
amntemente,  tending  to  debaueh  the  mind,  were  sap* 
pressed :  and  so  exaet  and  diligent  were  men  of  bosi* 
ttese,  that  a  bankruptcy  was  a  rare  thing.  A  sad  re- 
verse soon  soeeeeded  the  aseension  of  Charles,  and  men 
fbnnd  themselves  under  a  kind  of  political  necessity  to 
be  eieeedingly  dissolute  and  prodigal,  in  order  to  wipe 
«ff  the  reproach  of  Oliver's  government.  In  this  defee* 
tmn  of  morals  the  «lergy  and  laiiy  seemed  equally  to 
siMire;  and  princes,  and  magistrates,  and  soldiers,  wera 
the  patrono  of  every  abomination. 

We  must  not  ftiil  to  notiee  some  of  the  peculiar  Tiewn 
•f  tho  more  distinguished  divines  of  this  century.  In 
the  establtshmeots,  both  on  the  eontinent  and  in  Great 
Britain,  Calvinism  was  the  received  doctrine  of  the  re- 
ftfmed,  as  the  synod  of  Dort  testifies  $  but  many  of  tho 
regular  clergy  leaned  towards  tke  Arminian  system, 
sMong  whom  were  Laud  and  mast  of  hio  partisans. 
Owen,  Bates,  Goodwin,  and  the  greater  part  of  tho 
puritans  and  noneanformitts,  were  strict  Calvinists. 
Baatar  attempted  a  middle  traak,  and  the  virtaous  Til* 
litsoa  was  far  from  being  a  rigid  follower  of  the  Genu* 
▼aa  system  of  doctrine.  Borne  few  doctors  rai%ed  their 
own  lystem^  upon  that  of  Calvin,  and  mounted  up  the 
daogerous  heights  of  superlapsarianism  till  they  felf 
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iato  tiM  IcsBjr  swMift  mt  aaUBMiiaauBi ;  ■»•&$  thete 
w«t  TMmm  Crup :  bat  it  nst  1  be  gnuiled,  Ibai  oMst  •( 
these  dUviMt  refttted  to  take  tkat  iibertj  In  their  cm- 
KTMiti—  whiek  tbeir  ereed  allowed,  and  were^  doabt- 
Ittft,  aatwitWtaadiag,  piMU  aad  exeaipUry  Ckristiaaa. 

TIm  aoa-eaalonaiots  alio  difered  ia  their  views  tf 
eharah  goYeraseat:  the  Tery  fkr  greater  part  of  that 
were  prethyteriaat,  bat  woald  have  eoafcraied  to  a  Mo- 
derate episoopaey,  aad  deeidedlj  held  with  a  legal  etto* 
hIiflhaieaC  8oae  few  were  iadepeadeats  ;  their  ehirf 
ohaapioB  was  Dr.  Owea.  The  irst  aoo-eoalomiists  as 
a  body,  diSsred  greatly  froa  the  body  of  Don-eoafonaists 
ia  the  preseat  day,  tboagh  aearly  agreed  ia  doctriaei 
the  latter  are  ehiefly  eoagregatioaalists,  aad  iaiiieal 
to  any  establisbaieat  whatOTer. 

Tbis  eeatary,  it  will  oot  be  fbrgottea  gitve  birth  to  tho 
New  Eoglaad  ehorehes,  ehorebes  that  will  give  a  toraa 
aada  eharaeter  to  eeelesiastieal  laeasares  ia  fotare  aseo. 
Of  the  fibbers  of  tbese,  aad  siaiilar  eharebeo.  Boms 
speaks  ia  the  followiag  tenns :  ^  the  preeioao  i^ark 
of  liberty  had  beea  kiadled,  aad  was  preserved  bgr  tho 
PuRiTAMs  ALova;  and  it  was  to  tUs  seel  that  tbo 
Bagliflh  owe  the  whole  freedoM  of  their  eoastitatiaa.'' 
To  tbis  body  of  Cbristiaas  too  are  tbe  Aawricaaa  ia- 
debted  for  the  ^  freedoai  of  their  eoastitatioa,"  aad  how 
nuieh  Europeaa  aatioas,  by  tbe  reaetion  of  this  spirit, 
will  be  yet  indebted,  renaias  for  fatare  geaormtieaa  to 
doelare. 

This  was  aa  age  of  writers,  os  moot  volamtaoos  warks 
of  the  oentnry  testify  |  among  these  was  the  celebrated 
John  Milton,  author  of  Anidus  LosI,  aad  Joan  Rw»« 
TAK»to  whom  we  owe  the  humble  bat  iatnutable  Pilgrim. 
—This  also  was  at  length,  the  age  of  toleration,  xaa 

OtORY  or  THE  BKIGN  OF  WlLUAM   AUD  MaRT. 
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CHAPTER  1. 

Btats  of  the  Roman  and  Orsbk  Hieraroribs. 

Brisp  mutt  be  our  ttatemeiit  of  those  events  i^hieh 
fbrai  the  history  of  these  ehorehes ;  eharehes  seareely 
Ibnning  anj  port  of  the  Christifto  body,  being  alien- 
ated from  the  lilb  of  God,  and  beeome  the  sink  of  error 
and  snperstition.  The  Roman  pontiff,  in  his  attempts 
last  eentury  to  ree<iver  lost  territory,  sneeeeded  bnt 
poorly  :  a  name  onee  lost  is  sot  easily  regained.  The 
kinipi  of  the  earth  had  fbond,  that  dreadihl  and  sudden 
destmetion  was  not  the  absolnte  eonseqaenee  of  dio- 
obeying  the  papal  mandates,  and  therefore  monarehy 
^kred  to  lift  up  its  head,  and  ventured  to  dispute  with 
holy  father.  Those  measures  attended  with  the  great- 
est soeeess,  were  sneh  as  jesuitieal  eraft  adopted  and 
carried  on  out  of  sight ;  but  even  these  were  eventually 
so  exeeedingly  hateful  to  the  prinees,  that  this  order  of 
papal  ministers  was  abolished,  and  all  their  deep-laid 
schemes  brought  to  an  end»  All  attempts  to  regain  the 
Lalhtran  and  reformed  states  proving  of  Httle  advaa- 
tage,  the  pontiff  endeavoured  to  render  himself  easy  in 
ihe  prospect  of  proselyting  the  several  countries  of  both 
Indies,  together  with  China,  and  the  coasts  of  the  Ame- 
rican aad  African  continents.  It  was  not  very  difficult 
4o  maiatain  a  poptsk  mission  in  those  countries  subjetft 

sx 
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te  ealh«lie  prtseet,  a«  was  the  ease  in  Ihe  weslern  eole« 
Bies :  bat  io  China,  these  measures  were  watehed  with 
a  jealoos  ejre  $  and  notwithstanding  the  promising  ap- 
pearanees  wUeh  attended  the  laboars  of  the  missionaries 
kere  for  a  while,  thej,  at  length,  hj  their  disputes  and 
by  their  wiekedness,  rendered  themselves  obnoxious  to 
the  ruling  power,  and  the  eonsequenee  was,  thej  were 
•spelled,  and  all  their  establishments  rased  to  the 
ground.  But  to  hold  fast,  and  to  render  permanently 
•eeure,  home  territory,  were  objeets  more  within  the 
reaeh  of  Rome,  and  of  the  last  importance  to ,  the  pon- 
tiffs. Aeeprdingly  a  striet  wate h  was  set  over  all  the 
steps  taken  by  the  protestant  hereties ;  and  in  Pranee, 
Spain,  Portugal,  Italy,  and  Sardinia,  things  were  kept 
in  tolerable  order:  hot  even  in  these  eountries,  all  that 
blind  and  implicit  obedience  to  Rome  whieh  had  mark* 
Jtd  former  years,  eould  by  no  means  be  restored. 

About  the  year  17ia»  a  book,  written  and  published 
bv  (luBsnel,  a  eatbolie  priest,  made  a  great  stir.  Thb 
produetion  was  a  Freneh  translation  of  the  New  Testa- 
ment, aeeompanied  with  ingenious  annotations.  Sueh 
was  the  style  and  strain  of  this  work,  that  it  was  read 
with  avidity,  and  procured  the  author  a  high  reputa- 
tion $  even  the  pope  himself  spoke  much  in  its  favour, 
and  expressed  a  strong  desire  to  introduce  Quesnel  to 
the  immediate  patronage  of  the  Roman  court.  But  the 
Jesuits  were  greatly  alarmed  at  the  effects  of  this  popu- 
lar publication,  and  were  resolved  it  should  be  con- 
demned :  the  cry  of  heresy  was  raised,  and  the  pope  was 
compelled  to  re-peruse  this  volume  of  annotations,  with 
the  Jesuits  standing  by  to  point  out  its  heretical  pravity. 
The  consequence  was,  a  hundred  and  one  propositions 
were  oeleeted,  strongly  characteristic  of  doctrines  ini- 
mical to  the  interests  of  the  Roman  church ;  and  the 
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famoat  boll,  ealfed  Unigenitusy  was  iisoed,  to  eondemtf 
and  soppreit  the  poblication.    This  book  huring  been 
greatly  admired  bj  the  more  sober  and  wise  part  of  the 
eatholie  eommiinion/ great  offeiiee  was  taken  at  th^ 
papal  ball.    But  that  soeb  should  be  the  fate  of  anno- 
tations on  the  New  Testament,  is  not  to  be  wondered  at ; 
translation  of  this  part  of  the  saered  eanon  alone,  mast 
have  been  hateful  to  the  cunning  priesthood  $  but  more 
espeeially  when  accompanied  with  notes,  explanatory 
and  illustrative  of  the  grand  truths  of  Christ's  religion. 
The  Ghsek  Church,  early  in  the  eighteenth  cea*' 
tary,  diseoYcrs  some  symptoms  of  reformation,  under 
the  sanction  of  the  renowned  Czar,  Tetsr  the  Great. 
<<  In  regard  to  religion,'*  Mr.  Tooke  says,  ^^  Peter  nn** 
questionably  had  clearer  perceptions  than  any  of  his 
predeeessors  on  the  throoe  of  the  czars.  His  good  natu» 
ral  understanding,  his  sound  judgment,  probably  too  hia 
trarels,  and  his  intercourse  with  foreigners,  and  with 
men  of  all  ranks,  and  of  the  different  creeds,  taught 
bim  very  soon  to  distinguish  religion  from  church  rites, 
to  discriminate  between  the  lessons  of  Christ  and  the 
doctrines  of  the  schools,  and  to  form  just  ideas  of  what 
constitutes  the  essence  and  spirit  of  religion.    It  hhi 
struck  him  forcibly,  while  yet  very  young,  that  cede* 
siastieal  authority  could  have  no  good  political   ten«> 
dency,  unless  it  were  subordinate    to    the    temporal 
power/'    The  Greek  church,  from  its  separation  froii 
the  Latin,  had  been  governed  by  patriarchs  instead  of 
popes ;  these  patriarchs,  like  the  high  officers  and  spiri- 
toal  lords  in  the  hierarchy  firom  whence  they  had  re* 
eeived  their  origin  and  their  naster«strokes,  assnned  a 
power  and  authority  which  rather  belonged  to  eivtl  per* 
sonages  than  to  ecelesiastics.    The  authority  of  thesot 
Peter  reduf^ed,  and  ia  the  jrear  <^  i7Si,  preelained  the 
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palriarelial  dignity  w«s  aboluhed,  and  in  its  stead,  for 
tiM  fatnre,  the  goTernment  of  the  ehnreh  was  to  be  een- 
daeted  bj  a  spiritaal  eonsistorj  eempesed  ef  sereral 
Members'*  denominated  tbb  Holt  DiRBOTina  Stvoh. 
This  reformation  in  the  Rassian  eeelesiastieal  system 
sprang  from  the  independence  and  fervour  of  Peter's 
mind,  and  from  a  ekarer  view  of  the  real  interests 
of  his  people^  while  ^^  I^wis  the  Foorteentb  of  Franes 
was  entirely  governed  by  his  elergy,  and  suffered  a 
great  part  of  his  sobjeets  Is  be  hunted  out  of  the  eonn* 
try  on  aesoant  of  religion,  a  proceeding  not  less  impo* 
Utie  than  ui^ost— Peter  also  determined  to  reform  the 
monasteries,  to  diminish  the  number  of  monks  and  nans,, 
and  90  render  the  religious  houses  less  hartfol  to  popn* 
lation,  and  at  the  same  time  to  assign  useful  employ* 
meats  to  their  inhabitants,  of  whom  he  expressly  says 
in  his  decree,  that  the  majority  are  lazy  dronesJ'' 

'*  His  ToLERATiQif  had  still  a  greater  influence  on. 
the  intellectual  improvement  of  hb  people,  by  which  he 
allowed  Christians,  who  were  not  of  the  Greek  persaa- 
siOTi,  to  build  churches  in  several  parts  of  his  empire/' 
Only  in  this  toleration  he  would  not  include  xhtjesuitSj 
A  set  of  men  that  every  wise  and  independent  monsreh 
will  guard  his  dominions  against  with  as  mtieb  eare  as 
he  would  against  spies,  assassins,  and  demagogues.  To 
fltrther  this  reformation,  Peter  caused  the  Bible  to  be 
translated  into  tlio  Sclavonian  language,  and  to  be 
printed  and  circulated.  In  this  good  work  he  was  much 
opposed  and  hindered  by  the  ekrgy,  so  that  at  the  time 
of  his  death,  a.  d*  172^,  only  the  New  Testament  was 
linifthed.  With  Peter's  folUical  character  we  have 
nothifi^  to  do  here. 
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CHAPTER  n.  « 

Tbe  Cohtineht  of  Europb*  . 

The  Lutheran  Chureh^The  Moraviam  Church  mi 
Discipline. 

RsLioioM  it  a  diTine  realit  j— the  life  of  God  in  tlie 
soul  olr  man  :  if  it  be  not  taken  np  and  eiperieneed  in 
thb  way,  nothing*  ean  ensure  its  soeeess  :  the  orthodoxj 
of  its  ereed,  the  outward  deeeney  of  its  ritual,  and  tb| 
literary  character  of  its  ministers,  may  be  maintained; 
but  unless  all  this  absolutely  eonneet  with  spiritnalitj 
of  heart  and  devotedness  of  life,  all  will  be  but  a  dead 
letter,  a  body  without  a  soul ;  and  sueh,  in  a  very  great 
decree,  was  the  state  of  the  Lutheran  church  at  tha 
eommeneement  of  the  eighteenth  century.  The  doe* 
trine  of  that  great  reformer  was  the  established  eon* 
fession  in  all  the  branches  of  the  Lutheran  interest ; 
and  what  those  doctrines  were  may  be  gathered  not 
only  from  their  formularies,  but  they  appear  largely 
illustrated  in  Luther's  writings,  especially  in  his  Cam* 
mentary  on  the  Epiaile  to  the  Oalatiam.  But  these  doc- 
trines, though  subscribed  by  the  clergy  on  ordination, 
were,  by  the  greater  part,  entirely  left  out  in  their  pub* 
lie  instructions,  and  even  by  some,  treated  with  great 
asperity  and  contempt 

Some  additions  to  the  Lutheran  church  mark  this 
period.  About  the  year  l730,  a  great  number  of  the 
inhabitants  of  Sallzburg  abandoned  their  tcriitory,  in 
order  to  fmbraee  the  Lutheran  confession,  and  to  escape 
tbo   persecuting  fury    of  the  BararianS)  thej  fled  to 
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Hollaiid,  PrMtia,  and  British  Ameriem,  nhcre  tkey 
•erenlly  propagated  the  faith  they  had  etpousedy  «ad 
ettablithed  the  Latherao  oame  in  eonntries  remote.  As 
Uiit  great  body,  newly  allied  to  the  Lutheran  ehard^ 
were  a  perteented  people^  I  should  hope  they  were  a 
people  of  a  peeuliaf  eharaeter^  and  redeeased  4fm 
among  men. 

The  pietisUj  noUeed  in  a  former  chapter,  eonthived 
to  maintain  their  name  and  character  for  some  yeara 
after  the  eommeneement  of  the  centary.  The  semioarj 
at  Halle,  with  professor  Franek  at  the  head,  famiahed 
the  church,  for  a  while,  with  men  of  a  devotional  east, 
but  after  a  lapse  of  years  thei^e  promising  appearauees 
wore  away,  and  left  this  department  of  the  proteatant 
Interest  in  a  cold  and  declining  condition.  In  propor- 
tion as  genuine  godliness  declined,  formality  and  mere 
Pharisaism  succeeded ;  this  wai  speedily  attended  with 
a  philosophical  and  sceptical  spirit,  till  at  length  men 
liegan  openly  to  scoff  at  the  principles  of  divine  revela- 
tion,  and  treat  the  most  important  subjects  with  a  con- 
temptuous sneer,  or  with  proud  disdain.  Sad  as  the 
general  state  of  things  appeared  in  the  Lutheran  chut  eh 
at  this  period,  God  preserved  a  seed  to  serve  him,  uho 
maintained  the  life  of  religion,  and  through  their  in- 
strumentality, the  next  century  will  furnish  some  indi- 
viduals, whose  character  and  exertion  will  entitle  them 
to  an  association  with  the  greatest  and  best  men  of 
the  age. 

THB  MORAVIAN  CRUROR. 

The  history  of  this  sect,  especially  that  part  of  it 
which  belongs  to  their  grand  association  under  one 
oommoii  canon,  is  attended  with  difficulty.  Enemies  have 
detailed  evil  things,  and  malice  has  dictated  what,  from 
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Ihetr  present  ebaraeter,  ean  hardljr  gain  credit.  My 
embarratsmeil  oo  tkU  poiat  increases^  when  I  revie\r 
two  writers  of  the  same  faith,  who  ha?e  given  aeeounts 
#f  this  peopUi  so  extremely  opposite.  Had  their  ^ha- 
raeter  been  drawn  in  colours  so  unseemly  only  by  thiQ 
translator  of  Mosheim,  1  should  have  im|»uled  it  to  hi^ 
■sual  disaffeetion  to  vital  and  experimental  godliness  ; 
hut  when  I  read  a  similar  description  from  the  author 
ut  iht  Self 'inierpreting  Bihle^  it  makes  me  stand  and 
ask)  Are  these  thinj-s  so  ?  From  the  great  purity  anc) 
chastity  which  mark  their  discipline  and  conversation 
now,  I  am  almost  persuaded  to  say.  It  cannot  be  :  an 
enemy  has  done  this.  Under  these  circumstances,  I 
am  resolved,  if  I  err,  to  err  on  the  side  of  charity,  and 
shall  therefore  transcribe  the  aeeouot  |piven  of  this 
•ect  by  Dr.  Haweis..  I  do  this  the  more  readily,  be* 
eaiMe  he  is  likely  to  know  mors  of  them  tban  either  of 
the  above  authors,  and  because  the  present  character  of 
that  people  agrees  best  with  the  description  given  in 
his  pa<;es. 

^<  An.  ±722.  Dispersed,  distressed,  reduced  to  tha 
lowest  ebb,  overwhelmed  by  the  persecutions  of  popery 
in  Bohemia,^  Moravia,  and  Silesia,  under  the  bigotted 
Austrians,  the  chureh  of  the  Brethren,  in  the  beginning 
of  the  century,  had  nearly  disappeared,  and  their  light 
teemed  ready  to  be  put  out  iu  Israel :  but  few  men 
were  left,  and  they  of  little  estimation  in  this  world, 
and  no  where  could  they  find  rest  or  establishment.  In 
this  ettremily,  three  or  four  poor  families,,  under  the 
spiritual  superintendence  of  that  venerable  man  of  God, 
Christian  David,  migrated  from  Moravia  into  Upper 
Lnsatia,  in  search  of  some  sequestered  corner  of  tlie 
earth,  where,  hid  from  popitih  persecution,  they  might 
worship  God  our  Saviour  in  peace  and  purity.    At  the 
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Tillage  df  Berthelf doHBT,  belMscins  to  the  Coukt  Zis« 
SBHDORFP9  they  met  from  his  steward,  Heixi  an  het- 
pitaUe  reeeption.  The  eoant  himself  was  at  the  eovrt 
•f  Dresden  ;  hut  on  beiof;  informed  of  the  arrival  af 
the  emif^rants,  he  gave  orders  to  eneourage  them.  They 
were  assisted  to  baild  eottages  for  their  families,  aid 
some  anealtivated  lands  were  allotted  to  them,  whieh 
their  industry  soon  rendered  prodoetive.  The  eonnt 
himself  had  been  educated  at  the  unirersity  of  Halle; 
aiM  rery  early  imbibed  a  happy  tincture  of  the  pietism 
long  retained  in  that  seminary.  The  manners  of  the 
refugees  were  so  eongenial  with  his  own,  as  to  engage 
his  fostering  affeetion  :  this  drew  others  of  the  fame 
fraternity  to  join  their  brethren ;  and  a  new  yiHage 
arose, called  Hernhuth,  the  cradle  of  the  reviving  ehoreh 
of  the  Moravians,  whose  increase  |iath  been  so  blessed, 
and  for  whieh  the  heathen  espeeially  shall  praise  Him 
who  can  produce  the  greatest  effects  by  instruments  the 
most  apparently  feeble  and  inadequate.  Under  the 
patronage  of  Count  ZinzendorfT,  and  his  worthy  pastor, 
Rothe,  the  infant  colony  continued  to  prosper  and 
spread  its  branches  through  Germany,  Denmark,  Hol- 
land, England,  and  America.  The  count  himself,  a 
zealous  Luthei^n,  at  first  desired  they  would  unite  with 
the  established  church  at  Berthetsdorff;  but  the  breth* 
ren  preferred  adherence  fo  their  ancient  regimen.  Find* 
me:  himself  unable  to  prevail  with  them  to  recede  from 
their  own  form  of  ecelesiastical  government,  he,  after 
much  deliberation,  agreed  that  they  should  observe  the 
Moravian  ritual ;  and  though  he  himself  continued  in 
communion  with  the  Lutheran  church  to  his  dying  day, 
he  eonftented,  with  Baron  Watteville,  to  be  appointed 
to  the  presidency  of  their  affairs,  spiritual  and  tempo- 
ral, in  conjunction  with  the  elders  of  the  eongregatioB» 
as  their  council  and  assoeiates.'' 
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The  following  it  a  brief  sketeb  of  the  order  by  whieh 
diseipline  i«  ezereised  in  the  brotherhood. 

<<  SupREMB  in  all  the  tin%  of  the  brethren  is  the 
OBMERAL  sTNODf  eonsistiDg  of  depotieg  from  all  the 
e^MigregationSf  with  the  bishops  and  elders,  the  inspec- 
tors of  ehurehesy  and  certain  laymen.  By  this  synod^ 
the  BLDERs'  ooNFERENOE  is  ehosen,  for  the  direction 
of  all  matters  daring  the  intervals  of  the  session  of  the 
f  jnod  :  to  this  all  are  subject — bishops,  elders,  labour* 
ers,  and  every  individual  in  close  chnrch  union  with 
the  brethren.  The  bishops  are  chosen  by  lot,  out  of  a 
number  proposed  by  the  conference  for  the  office.  They 
claimed  no  superiority,  nor  exercise  any  jurisdiction, 
but  as  empowered  and  directed  by  the  elders^  eonfeV" 
ence*  They  have  no  fixed  diocese  or  district,  but  re- 
move from  place  to  place,  as  stationed  or  sent  by  the 
conference.  The  peculiar  office  of  the  bishop  is  to  or*^ 
fUin  bishops,  elders,  and  labourers,  at  home  and  among 
the  heathen  $  sneh  as,  being  approved  by  the  elders^ 
eonferenee  as  candidates,  are  by  the  lot  selected.  Dea« 
cons  and  deaconesses  visit,  attend,  and  care  for  the  sick 
and  poor  of  each  congregation  of  the  different  sexes.. 
They  have  (PconqmUs,  or  choir  houses,  where  they  live 
together  in  community.  I'he  single  men  and  single 
women,  widows  and  widowers,  apart,  each  under  the 
saperintendeoee  of  elderly  persons  of  their  oun  class^ 
In  these  houses  every  person  who  is  able,  and  has  no^ 
an  independent  support,  labours  in  their  own  occopa« 
tion,  and  contributes  a  sltpulated  sum  for  their  roain% 
tenanee.  The  children  of  each  sex  are  educated  witlt 
petoliar  eare,  by  brethren  and  sisters  appointed  for  that 
service.  In  marriage,  they  may  only  form  a  connexion 
with  those  of  their  own  communion.  The  brother  who 
nuurries  oat  of  the  congregation  is  immediately  eqt  qjRT 
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firoai  ehareh  fellowship.  Some  timet  a  sister,  bj  express 
lieenee  from  the  elders'  eonferenee,  is  pemrilled  to 
marrj  a  person  of  approved  piety  in  another  eoauna* 
nion,  jet  still  to  Join  in  their  ehureh  ordinances  as  he- 
fore.  A  brother  may  make  bb  own  choice  of  a  partner 
in  the  society ;  but  as  all  intercourse  between  the  «iif* 
ferent  sexes  is  carefully  avoided,  very  ftw  opportunities 
of  forming  particular  attachments  are  found,  and  tbej 
usually  rather  refer  their  choice  to  the  church,  thaa 
decide  for  themselves.  And  as  the  lot  must  be  east  to 
sanction  the  union,  each  receives  his  partner  as  a  divine 
appointment."  From  this  riew  of  the  Moravian  hre* 
thren,  it  appears  that  some  of  thetr  pecaliarities  may 
have  exposed  them  to  the  reflections  of  their  adrersariet. 
Who  will  undertake  to  justify  all  and  every  thing  in 
stny  human  system  ?  But  upon  the  whole,  there  is  mnck 
to  admire  and  much  to  imitate. 

The  labours  of  this  body  of  Christians  in  missionary- 
work  are  indefatigable;  indeed,  of  late  years,  tber« 
have  been  none  like  them.  <<  The  Danish  islands  of  St. 
Thomas,  St.  Jan,  and  St  Croix,  have,  by  their  ministry, 
received  the  light  of  the  gospel,  and  that  especially 
among  the  most  pitiable  and  oppressed  of  hnman  be* 
ings,  the  negro  slaves— to  them,  their  labours  have  been 
singularly  blessed.**  To  these  maybe  added  their  patient 
and  successful  exertions  in  Jamaica,  Antigna,  Nevis, 
Barbadoes,  St.  Kitts.  Greenland,  Labradore,  Canada, 
United  States  $  among  the  Arrowack  Indians,  and  the 
negroes  of  Surinam  and  Berbice  $  the  Hottentots,  the 
coast  of  Coromandel,  the  Nieobar  islands,  Abyssinia, 
Persia,  and  Egypt.  These  missions  have  not  been  pur* 
«ned  Ibr  the  establishment  of  a  mere  name,  nor  have  they 
been  attended  with  any  thing  short  of  a  divine,  nneqni- 
r^CMl  Umtkmonj.    ^  Thcto  are  epistles  of 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ  iC 


Ohap.  2.  Mhrainau  •issociatiims.  5Bi 

tioD  written  bj  the  Spirit  of  the  living  God.''  After 
all  thiS)  I  may  leave  the  ehai^aeter  of  the  Moravian 
Brethren  with  the  reader. 

MitsioDarjr  operations  teem  prineipallj  to  eharaeterize 
the  brethren  of  the  Moravian  ehoreh.  In  large,  popo- 
loas,  Christian  eonntries,  their  zeal  to  make  proseljtei 
leareely  ever  appears.  Thej  eonrt  not  popularity :  they 
make  little  noise  in  England.  In  London,  their  assemblies 
are  but  thinly  attended,  and  their  congregated  bodies, 
throughout  Europe,  are  comparatively  small ;  but  their 
missionaries  are  a  host,  and  their  converts,  in  distant 
climes,  are  as  the  drops  of  morning  dew.  The  good 
effected  by  this  people  is  not  confined,  in  its  influence, 
to  themselves — others  are  provoked  and  stirred  up  by 
it.  ^  Many  of  their  Lutheran  and  reformed  brethren 
have  greatly  profited  by  their  fraternal  intercourse" 
and  powerful  example.  <'  A  spirit  of  more  animated 
Christianity  has  been  received  in  Germ^iny  and  its  viei* 
nity.  They  have  formed  a  large  association  of  minis- 
ters* from  the  frozen  hills  of  Norway  to  the  Carpathian 
mountains,  who  assemble  annually  at  Hemhuth..  These 
all  endeavour  to  strengthen  each  others  hands  in  the 
work  of  the  Lord,  without  distinction  of  Lutheran  or 
Calvinist ;  to  provoke  one  another  to  love,  and  greater 
devotedness  to  God  our  Saviour." 

The  two  Christian  bodies  reviewed  in  this  chapter 
afford  a  striking  contrast ;  the  former  of  the  two  pos* 
sessing  every  external  advantage,  but  settling  upon  its 
lees ;  the  latter,  without  permanent  revenues,  without 
legal  sanction,  and  exposed  to  innumerable  difficulties, 
yet  rising  in  character,  and  exten()ing  its  influence,  by 
extending  the  gospel  to  the  ends  of  the  earth.  Yet  it 
must  be  remembered,  thfit  in  the  best  there  are  strong 
proof  that  it  is  in  an  imperfect  state,  and  in  the  other 

,  Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


8Bt  M.  Saurin.  Ceat  i7. 

there  are  f  till  (he  remaiDf  of  a  glorioos  chnrcb,  a  ebir^ 
trhieh  derived  its  ehief  honoor  from  being  the  fint  esSft« 
blished  opon  the  grand  prineiplea  of  refoni«UoB« 


CRAFllSB  m. 

ST4TB    Oy    THS    RBrOBMED    OHVROHBS     DURIim    TU 
riBiT  PART  or  THK  OBIITURT* 

Saurin-^^ueen  Carolina— Qtieeii  Jlnne — Saekeveril^ 
Regium  Donum — Dissenting  churehea — Bise  o/MeA- 
odism^fVesUf  mnd  miUfiM^^Seotland^Irdmi. 


Trb  history  of  the  relbrmed  charr bet,  daring  tbit  t 
tury,  inufi  be  divided  into  two  parts,  the  first  of  wbidi 
will  eontain  a  period  of  about  fortj  years.  In  this  de* 
tail  oar  attention  will  be  ehiefly  confined  to  Britiib  af- 
fairs, the  continental  cborebes  remaining  nearly  in  tbe 
same  state  as  distinguished  them  at  tbe  close  of  the  last 
age  :  persecution  had  wasted  some,  while  ermr  mud  free 
thinking  bad  impoverished  and  beclouded  others^  so  that 
little  remained  worthy  of  notice.  Some  few  chnrmeten 
adorned  these  churches,  among  whom  was  tbe  great 
8aurin,  author  of  those  sermons  bearing  his  name,  and 
other  works.  This  great  man  was  bom  at  Nismes, 
A.  D.  1677.  On  the  revocation  of  the  ediet  of  Nants, 
liis  father  fled  with  him  to  Geneva,  *^  where  be  profited 
very  much  in  learning.^'  Five  years  of  his  yontb  be 
passed  in  London,  and  preaehi^  with  great  aereptanee 
among  his  fellow  exiles.  On  his  return  to  the  continent 
he  became  one  of  tbe  pastors  of  the  French  chnreb  at 
^e  Hague.    "  When  the  Princess  of  Wales,  aftenrari 
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^loeen  Caroluief  pasted  Ihroagh  Holland  in  her  waj  te 

Bi^laady  Mr.  Baarin  had  the  honour  to  pay  hU  re- 

ipeeto  to  that  Ulafttrioat  lady.    Her  royal  highness  was 

pleased  to  single  him  oat  from  the  rest  of  the  eleii^ 

wtM  were  present^  and  to  say  to  him,  Do  nci  inmgine^ 

VuU^hdng  daxxUdwiih  the  giory  which  this  revolutieu 

seems  io  promise  me,  Ihavelost  sight  of  thai  Ood^  from 

whom  U  proceeds.    He  hath  been  pleased  to  disiingttish  U 

wUk  so  mamf  extraordinary  marks^  that  I  c€am(4  mis- 

iake  his  divine  hand^  and  as  I  consider  this  long  train  of 

favours  so  immediaiely  coming  from  him^  to  him  alone  I 

consecrate  themJ^    Sanrin  speaks  of  this  eircomstanee 

with  rapture.  <<  They  are  the  kind  and  Christian  aetions 

of  the  governors  of  a  free  people,  and  not  the  haughty 

airs  of  a  Freneh  tyrant  insulting  his  slaTOs,  that  attaeh 

mnd  iniame  the  hearts  of  mankind.    The  history  of  this 

illustrious  queen  is  not  written  in  blood,  and  therefore  it 

is  always  read  with  tearsof  grateful  joy.''  8aurindiedal 

tlie  Hague,  1730.  His  whole  ministry  was  spent  in  exilc^ 

to  the  everlasting  disgraee  of  popery  and  popish  kings* 

In  a  former  seetion,  we  noticed  the  inclination  of  the 

ehnreh  of  England  divines  towards  Arminianism ;  as  tima 

advanced,  this  affeetion  rather  predominated,  though  the 

articles  and  homilies   remained  exaetly  the  same,  and 

eridently  stood  forth  to  declare  the  Calvinistic  base  of 

the    establishment.    Nevertheless,  among    the  clergy 

there  were  to  be  found  men  of  a  truly  spiritual  stamp, 

aaioag  whom  were  some  of  the  old  divines  of  a  puritani- 

eal  east,  who  had  subscribed  under  the  late  act  of  ani» 

formity.    A  few  years   swept  these  orthodox  ministem 

away,  and  they  were  succeeded  by  men  of  a  more  lati* 

tad  inarian  cast. 

At  this  period  the  literati  increased  both  in  Munbtrs 
4uad  IB  attainmentf*    Some  ef  the  best  prodnetionsAC 
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Ike  Bnglitli  pen  were  written  io  these  timet.  Bvt  iti 
te  be  renftrked  that  this  deeline  of  spiritaal  religi«B,aii 
this  ragiBg  thirst  for  literarj  knowletlge,  Tastlj  iaeren 
9i  the  spirit  of  seeptieism  and  philotophieal  fne  tkiik- 
iag,  hy  whieh  neaas  the  eeaatry  was  soon  defiM  wM 
the  writings  nf  Boliagbroke,  Unme,  Bterae,  Fieldiig» 
a»d  af  iMBy  ethers  of  a  like  eharaeter.  liierewcriy 
tiawerer,  aeo  of  aa  opposite  priaeiple  aad  taie^t,  whs 
•taod  forth  in  the  defeaee  of  religion  and  sonnd  morak; 
•neh  as  Newton,  Loek,  Addison,  Watts,  Doddridge,  with 
a  few  others  eqnally  interested  in  the  estabiishaMBt  and 
spread  of  pnre  and  andefiled  religion. 

The  state  of  the  ehoreh  of  England,  in  point  of  at- 
tondanee  on  pnblie  worship,  may  be  gathered  fhim  ai 
met  of  parliament,  passed  in  the  reign  of  Quebv  Aiiviy 
lor  the  erection  of  fifty  new  churches  tn  and  a^out  the 
nuiropotii.  It  appears  highly  probable  that  the  popnit- 
lion  of  that  age,  and  the  inclination  to  attend  tbe  ordi- 
panees  of  religion,  required  the  adoption  of  that  pnUie 
measure ;  but  what  is  Terj  remarkable,  the  popnlatioa 
of  the  metropolis,  sinee  that  period,  inereased  more  Umn 
doable,  and  jet  many  of  the  ebnrehes  before  the  eonefn* 
sion  of  the  century  were  almost  empty.  The  eanse 
might  bo  traced  to  the  clergy. 

The  reTolotion  and  act  of  toleration  plaeed  the  high* 
obureh  party  upon  the  lowest  ground  ;  this  eirenmstaDca 
fir  a  while,  and  especially  during  the  days  of  Wilfiai 
kept  these  tronblers  in  Israel  a  little  in  awe  i  hut  in  tl 
ireign  of  queen  Anne  they  awakened  considerable  tnmali 
headed  by  Dr.  Henry  Saeheverel.  This  blind  zeali 
raised  the  ery  of  The  (Jhwrch  in  danger^  by  two  inflamm 
tory  sennons  he  preached  and  published,  under  tN 
Mnetion  of  the  lord  mayor.  For  this  rash  act  SaehcTe* 
tl  was  impeached  fer  misdemeanor^  and  after  a  loi 
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and  tumoltuooi  trial,  hit  sermons  were  bnmt  bj  the 
public  exeeationer.  This  spirited  attack  upon  the  high 
•hurch  partj  spoke  clearly  the  sense  of  many  in  the  na- 
tion, but  the  populaee  and  the  queen  were  evidently  in 
litiTour  of  the  doctor  and  his  eauxe.  Bachererel  wa« 
promoted  in  the  church  by  the  royal  patronage,  and  tha 
queen  eridently  looked  kindly  towards  the  re-establish- 
ment of  the  old  denpotic  system,  in  the  retttoration  of 
James  the  Pretender ;  bnt  a  kind  Providence  shortened 
her  dap,  and  introduced  the  house  of  Brunswick  to  all 
the  honours  of  the  British  patriotic  monarchy,  and  thus 
Ihrew  the  divine  right  of  prince  and  prelate  again  into 
Ike  back  ground. 

The  accession,  of  George  the  First  took  place  in 
the  year  17 14,  and  with  his  elevation  were  confirmed  the 
rights  of  the  prot^stant  interest.  There  ^ere  not  want- 
ing eirenmstances  to  remind  the  king  that  he  was  nnder 
obligations  to  the  low-church  and  dissenting  parties,  in 
apposition  to  the  high-flying  tories.  The  latter  strong- 
ly attached  to  the  popish  house  of  Stoart,  gavebin 
great  trouble,  by  repeated  attempts  to  exeite  rebellian : 
happily  these  contrivances  fell  short  of  their  aim.  and 
f  be  liberties  of  the  people  were  rather  enlarged  than  es- 
tablished. In  order  to  distinguish  the  dissenters  for 
tbeir  loyalty,  and  to  reward  them  for  their  kind  -servie- 
es,  a  snm  of  money  was  provided  annually  for  the  three 
denominations,  Pre«ibyterians,  Independent  and  Bap- 
fists.  l*his  act  of  kingly  mnnificenee  is  called  Rboivm 
DoNUM,  (royal  gift,)  and  is  lodged  in  the  hands  of  some 
principal  men  among  the  dissenters,  to  be  distribnted 
among  the  more  neeessitons  ministers  of  theireknrehee. 

Under  the  auspices  of  so  friendly  a  government,  the 
dissenters  had  an  opportunity  of  dcTelaping  their  senti- 
ments, and  of  appearing  before  their  fellow- a itiaone 
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withMit  dttgoite.  To  be  knowD,  wmt  wbal  they  priMt- 
pally  detired,  and  to  have  time  to  make  it  appear,  tkat^ 
hj  iHiltitiidet  in  fbrmer  dajt,  they  had  beea  aiiarepre- 
•eated  and  misvnderttood.  Acf ordiogly,  they  hatll  large 
ami  eommodious  piaees  of  pnblie  wonhip  in  most  of  the 
prineipal  towm  ia  the  kingdom,  and  gathered  nmneroae 
aad  re«peetable  eongregationt.  Neal  gives  the  Mmher  el 
dissenting  eoagregations  in  the  year  1716  thas  ia  Eag» 
land,  Congregational  860,  Baptist  247.  Of  both  deaomi- 
■atioBs  in  Wales  43.  Men  of  the  first  eharaeter  Ibr  leara* 
iag,  dlrinity  and  morals,  floarished  in  these  ehareiies. 

Before  the  eonelosion  of  the  period  allotted  to  thia 
ohapter,  religion,  both  in  and  out  of  the  estahltslMieaCii 
sadly  deelioed.  The  rising  prosperity  of  tbeaatioii  had 
generated  a  spirit  of  worldly  eonformity.    Tke  elergy^ 
instead  of  looking  well  to  the  state  of  their  floeks,  eaf^ 
Tied  favonr  with  the  higher  powers  for  prefomeat,  aa4 
ib  by  degrees  dissolved  those  barriers  whieh  were  ereet- 
od  against  the  floods  of  nngodly  men.    The  dissesters^ 
loo^  shared  in  the  deeleasion  of  the  age ;   the  old  worw 
Ihies,  who  had  borne  the  heat  and  burden  of  tke  day  mt 
perieention,  were  gone  to  their  rest,  and  the  race  that 
saeeeeded  had  not  been  traiaed  in  so  good  a  sehool : 
they  knew  the  sufferings  of  their  fathers  by  reodi^  thm 
memorial  of  nonconformity  }  bnt  it  was  unHkely  tk^ 
fbey  should  he  men  of  eqaal  eharaeter,  not  bei^  made 
perfeet  through  suffering.    The  FreshfUrkm  deaoBJa^r 
tion,^fonnerly  so  famed  for  orthodoxy,  sank  down   iata 
Arianism,  and  were  speedily  amalgamated  witk  tka 
worid,  baring  nothing  to  distingunh  them  from  the  pop* 
alar  part  of  the  eommunity,  hat  their  meeting  honsa  and 
their  dissenterism.    The  Independents^  thoagh  far  from 
maintaining  that  derotedness  whieh  is  the  best  test  af 
their  doetriaes,  oanid  by  no  means  eoatinae  to  hold  M» 
lowship  with  their  old  coadjutors,  and  therefore,  in  a 
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_,i  decided  wa^  declared  for  the  «o»gregational  plan 
•f  ehoreh  goTemmenL  The  few  pretbyteriaDt  who 
maiBlaBiied  a  •aviuir  of  the  trse  doetrine,  left  their  own 
ehurehet,  and  associated  with  their  near  kintmen  Hie 
independents.  This  gave  the  congregational  scale  the 
preponderance,  and  added  to  those  materials  laid  up  in 
store  against  a  day  of  reriTal.  It  must  be  allowed,  bj 
every  candid  and  weU-infbrmed  mind,  that  at  this  peri- 
od the  greatest  share  of  reUgton  was  found  with  the  in* 
dependents.  But  admitting  these  things,  they  were  very 
lar  from  being  in  a  state  lirely  and  prosperous.  In 
point  of  discipline,  the  BofHsis  were  nearly  agreed  with 
the  independenU ;  but  the  subject  of  baptism  was  so 
viewed  by  them,  that  a  separate  church  was  deemed  a 
necessary  subjection  to  the  laws  of  Christ.  The  three 
denominations  taken  together  at  this  period,  eshibiled 
Bot«^  a  fruitful  fipid,  a  well-watered  garden,''  but  God 
mm  preparing  insfrumenis  for  a  glo.  ion*  work,  and  that 
ns  he  usually  does,  in  a  quarter  where  they  might  be 
least  espceted. 

The  nnivemity  of  Oxford  nffbrded  the  first  fruits  of 
this  happy  revival.  A  few  young  men  in  their  studies, 
preparing  for  the  ehupeh,  were  almost  suddenly  impress- 
ed with  the  melancholy  aspect  of  the  spiritual  hemis- 
phere, and  with  the  corruption  and  vice  of  all  an»und 
them.  Thus  affected,  they  renolved  to  attempt  some  re- 
snedy  ;  and  what  justifies  the  attempt,  and  makes  it  look 
isrmidable  on  the  onset,  is,  it  began  with  themselves  per- 
nonaily.  AAer  having  first  solemnly  given  themselves 
np  lo  God,  they  agreed  to  strengthen  eaehotherV  hands 
by  mutual  fellowship  in  all  the  ordinances  of  religion^ 
nnd  to  make  sueh  use  of  their  time  as  might  tend  to 
proHSOte  the  good  of  tieir  fellow-men.  .  Accordingly^ 
they  ^^  met  frequently  together  at  each  other's  roomn 
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fcr  frmyer  mmi  nmilmg  the  ■eriptawt  $  ihtj  kcyt  i 
tiact^f  lkatiag,aBd  reeeirdl  the  cjm— iiaeTwy  JLotA 
day :  Ihej  visii^  the  prieotte  Aid  the  tiek  |  tbcf  i 
•vt  aad  reliered  diet  reMed  elgeete  f  esd  bj  theet  i 
peevlmrities,  attended  by  a«  we— laeilj  i 
deportneiity  they  r^irfered  tbeneelree  Yery  aeteriiKn  m 
fkt  lUiiTersity,  and  aeqaind  the  luuae  of  Mbtho»ist«»^ 
These  Beaturee  erigtaated  with  John  and  CaARLva 
Wbilbt  :  the  feraer  of  theae  beiag  the  eldeat,  taak  ika 
lead,  aad  it  b  aaid  that  the  rigoroai  dieeipliae  he  per- 
•oaally  adopted  approaehcd  near  to  toaie  of  the  pesana- 
os  eDJoiaed  by  popish  nortiieatioii :  bat  thoagh  1010 
audi  thiagt  aiight  be  earned  naeh  further  thaa  arrip- 
tare  enjoias,  and  the  spirit  of  ChristioBity  reqairea,  it 
proYOS  that  he  was  ia  earaest.  With  this  little  bud  of 
irothers  were  presently  assoetated  Gborob  Whit- 
viBLD,  Jambs  HaBTBTy  and  some  Ibw  others. 

These  yooag  men,  opoa  their  ordination,  it  is  to  he 
believed,  entertained  no  idea  of  OBereiaiag  their  oiinistry 
beyoad  the  regnlar  boands  of  the  estaUithed  eharelsfHr 
they  appeared  perfectly  agreed  with  the  ebareb  ia  nrti- 
oles,  homilies  and  diseipline.  The  poblie  eiereioes  mt 
these  men  ai%akeBed  the  attention  of  all  parties  :  noth- 
ing, at  this  time,  was  like  it  among  the  elergy,  and  the 
dissenters  themselTes  had  been  too  long  in  the  shade  and 
damp  of  the  evening,  not  to  be  at  onee  affeeted  wi* h  tka 
lire  whieh  the  preaebing  of  these  men  enkindled.  The 
Wesleys  were  the  seniors,  bnt  in  point  of  preaehing  tal* 
ent,  Whitfield  oeeapied  the  fore-groand.  The  eongre- 
gations  whieh  followed  these  men  were  immense :  great 
and  eonvineing  were  the  efleets  atteading  their  minis* 
try.  At  first  these  zealous  mea  appeared  of  one  senti* 
meat  t  bnt  after  a  little  time,  it  was  diseovered  that  the 
Wesleys  had  embraeed  the  Amunian  aahema  of  dao* 
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tttee,  f«hile  WMtieM  and  Hervej  retained  the  leadiag 
feiitimenis  of  Calvin.  Some  disputing  and  some  ebyneei 
were  the  een«eqnenee ;  but  npon  the  whole  a  good  un- 
^ertiandrag  wa«  maintained. 

The  Wetiejii  led  the  way  to  Aneriea,  and  Whhleld 
•peodilj  iftHowed.  Ameriea  as  we  have  teen  had  been 
planted  hj  the  puritans  in  former  days,  and  theae  had 
grown  to  a  vast  body  of  people.  The  preaehing  of 
theae  great  men  in  the  New  World,  was  attended  with 
efleetf  similar  to  those  produeed  in  Britain.  On  their 
return  to  theirnative  land,  their  popularity  being  mueh 
kiereased,  the  bishops  and  dignitaries  began  to  op- 
pose ;  theeborehes  in  many  instances  were  refused  them, 
and  having  no  regular  beneftees,  they,  rather  than  be 
silent,  assembled  their  congregations  in  the  fields  ;  this 
measure  was  necessary,  not  only  from  ehurehes  being 
denied,  but  from  the  vast  crowds  which  followed-^ 
erowds  so  very  numerous  that  no  church  could  hold 
them.  But  these  irregular  steps  increased  the  jealousy 
and  diagnst  of  the  elergy,  and  forwarded  the  establish- 
asent  of  those  separate  communities,  aflerwards  known 
by  the  names  of  these  respective  preachers. 

Affairs  in  Scotland  during  this  period  were  moving  on 
in  an  eren  train.  From  the  doctrines  there  maintained 
mnd  so  sealooely  preached,  it  is  natural  to  conclude  that 
llMre  the  spirit  of  God  attended  with  signs  fbllowing. 
The  Bmkines,  and  niany  others,  have  left  their  writ* 
ings  to  prove  how  mneh  they  loved  the  Raviour,  and  how 
deotrous  they  were  that  others  should  love  him  too.  The 
fieoto  ehnreh  is  charged  by  some  of  cultivating  too  mueh 
tlM  spirit  of  pride  and  bigotry  ;  to  this  I  shall  not  add 
my  testimony,  because  1  know  there  is  too  much  of  it 
eloewhere.  Mv.  Whitfield  extended  Ms  labours  to  thia 
psurt  of  tho  miltod  kiatgdom,  and  waa  not  only  wall  ro- 
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teWed,  bat  bis  Bhriftry  was  crowMdl  with  a  4irai 
UeMing. 

Ivrirad,  OBbmppy  part  af  CbHtlea^Mi  1  little  eaa  b 
iaid  ta  ealiTen  its  hittary  ;  it  it  tbe  abadow  af  demtb,  aii 
ander  tbe  Btraag  dMaiawMi  of  prtaateraft.  Tbe  r^br» 
ed  reliipaa  it  jii«t  kept  ali^e  by  tbe  legal  eatablislMn^: 
bat  popery  it  the  religion  of  the  people.  Arine,  O  Lardf 
and  have  nerey  npoa  thit  benighted  tpot  1  l*iie  oeit 
eentnry  will  bring  ta  riew  great  eiartiaaa  aa  babalf  af 
thit  benighted  itiand. 


CHAPTBR  IV. 

Englamo. 

Retrospect — Progress  of  J^Mhodisim  in  the  sereral  Con* 
nexions  of  fVedey^  Whitfield,  and  lady  Huntingdon, 

A  SHORT  retrotpeet  of  »he  ftHregaing  detail  v^ill  nftidl 
a  natiiml  introduction  to  the  eventt  of  tbe  period  now 
lyinj;  before  ut.  The  first  three  eentoriet  of  the  Cbrit- 
tiani^ra  are  ealled  the  prtniitiire  aget  af  tbe  ebarelu 
In  the  eoar«e  of  tl-at  time  tbe  reliirion  of  Jeoat,  after 
many  a  hard  battle,  tuhdoed  the  ttubbom  prtjadieet  of 
the  pagan  world,  and  the  haagbty  pride  of  tbe  Rosas 
empire.  Bat  this  Tietory  had  like  to  have  beea  death 
to  the  ehureh.  Soeeett  to  amaaing,  and  boooart  ao 
abundaat,  attended  the  mint«tert  under  the  patronage 
of  (onvfantine  and  hit  tneoettort,  that  they  were  at  oaee 
intoiieated^  and  rendered  unfit  for  the  diaeharge  of  tboae 
dnttet  i»hieb  aloae  ditlingaitb  the  aarraataaf  Chnat 
from  the  heathen  p>ietthood»  The  great  adreiaary  taw 
All  this,  and  hesitated  not  to  avMl  Imnaelf  ^  the  Ik* 
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vmtriUile  opporiooity  io  introdttee  to  the  ehareh  minis* 
tmn  of  bis  owb  preparing.  A  raee  of  men  pretenti j 
wroM  wkhin  the  Ckristian  pale,  at  unlike  the  apot tlet 
mmd  tlieir  eoUeaguet  as  SaUn  it  unlike  the  angels  of 
Cbd.  The  dreadfiil  eonse^fueneee  that  ensued  were  sees 
ftr  a  thousand  years,  in  all  the  inroads  of  error,  saper- 
•tilion,  and  Tiee.  Antiehrist  was  set  op  in  the  verj 
temple  of  Ood,  showing  himself  to  be  Qod,  and  exaltiiig 
kimsolf  above  all  that  is  ealled  Ood,  or  that  is  worship- 
ped. This  abomination  of  desolation  laid  waste  the  ia^ 
heritaaee  of  the  Son  of  Qod,  and  turned  his  yisibb 
ahureh  into  a  aMre  worldly  sanetuary ,  a  den  of  tbieres^ 
a  synagogue  of  Satan.  Such  a  eomplex  system  of  spir- 
itual wiekedaess  in  high  places  was  not  thrown  down  in 
m  Hsament  Befiire  the  consolation  of  Israel,  many  waited, 
aad  waited  long,  but  at  length  the  day  arrived ;  the  light 
of  reformation  penetrated  the  thiek  darkness,  and  dis- 
persed the  gloom  that  spread  itself  as^a  eoveriog  orer 
tlw  faee  ^all  people.  The  reformation  though  it  was  not 
aammensarale  with  the  wide-spreading  eorrnption  of  the 
Bamish  superstition,  yet  it  spread  a  glorious  light 
through  many  eonntries ;  and,  from  the  opposition  it 
■set  with,  and  the  thousands  and  tens  of  thousands  of 
■Mf  tyrsthat  died  in  its  delbnee,  we  infer  the  true  glory  of 
the  eause,  and  the  spirituality  of  its  advocates.  But  it  is 
•  melaneholy  refleetion,  that  soon  alter  the  goooffal  pre- 
▼aleaee  and  establishment  of  the  reformed  gospel  churebf 
ata's  hearts  b^pin  to  depaH  from  Ood.  Those  very 
aammumtiee  wbieh  had  erected  their  churches  upon  the 
grand  principles  of  (  hrist,  and  his  apostles  and  prepli* 
•to,  ipeeilily  forsook  the  truth,  and  became  the  perseou* 
tars  af  the  few  who  were  deternsioed  to  abide  by  it» 
Thie  we  hare  seen  in  the  history  of  both  the  Lutheran, 
Mi  the  refcraml  ekwrobee.    This  sad  s^t  hrMifht 
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dowB  the  eontinental  eomaimitief  alniMt  to  a^mcrt 
Dane.  The  ehureh  of  England,  as  ettablitfced  hy  lair« 
redueed  itself  nearlj  to  the  same  state  ;  and  Irat  ibr  the 
decided,  evangelical,  persecuted  few,  preserved  whheat 
its  pale,  the  coontrj  had  been  reduced  to  a  spiritual  des- 
ert. Hence  Britain  among  the  many  proteslant  nations  ii 
Europe  at  this  period,  appeared  to  be  the  onlj  one  in  a 
state  at  all  flsTourable  to  the  interests  of  true  religioa* 
And  eren  here,  great  was  the  languor^  low  the  ener^n 
of  spiritual  religion :  the  dissenting  interests,  with  aH 
their  boasted  discipline  and  puritj  of  worship,  with  aH 
their  advantages  of  toleration,  and  all  their  expeetatma 
•f  glorj  and  renown,  were  declining  apace,  till  f  lie  iv^ 
mortal  Whitfibld  arose,  to  move  and  to  fan  the  djing 
embers,  and  raise  a  flame  which  has  continued  t#  bura 
and  spread  its  vital  fires  through  all  the  ▼aricMis  de- 
nominations of  evangelical  Christians* 

This  great  man  was  bom  in  the  eiij  of  Gloueesferi 
i7l4.  Several  of  his  progenitors  had  been  ia  the 
church  ;  his  father  kept  a  respectable  inn  at  the  time  of 
the  birth  of  Geori^e,  the  youngest  of  six  sonswbeee  aa- 
tivity  he  survived  only  two  years.  The  metiier  brai^lil 
him  up  with  great  care  and  tenderness.  Hb  religjeas 
imprensions  were  early  and  repeated  |  but  at  timet 
•eemed  as  if  they  would  wear  off.  An  iacKnatioa  te- 
vrardii  Ihe  elerteal.oOee  was  dlseeraible^  and  elierishct 
by  bin  friends  $  but  at  one  time  he  had  almost  abuNlea* 
ed  all  idea  of  the  ministry,  and  come  to  a  detemiaaiioa 
of  fitting  himself  for  business.  But  that  Ged,  who  had 
befbre  laid  the  plan  Ibr  this  amn's  life,  everraledlhis 
diversion,  and  at  the  age  of  eighteen  be  was  sent  to  the 
onivorsity  of  Oxford,  where  he  seen  fsrmed  aa  aeqaaial* 
ance  with  the  methodists,  and  acknowledged  kiaiielf 
ptftienlariy.iadehted  to  tke  kiadaoM  aad  piety  of  Mr. 
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CiMrtet  Wesley.  After  goiog  through  the  usual  course 
of  studies  at  the  universit  j,  he  reeeired,  at  the  age  of 
t^eaty-twoydeaeons*  orders,  from  Dr.  Bensou,  bishop  of 
Oioaeester,  and  entered  with  great  zeal  and  devoted* 
iMMS  OB  the  work  to  whieh  be  was  ealled,  and  for  whioh 
lie  was  so  highly  qualified. 

We  must  not  fkil  to  notiee  the  origin  of  eharaeters  so 
Kreat  as  John  and  Charles  Wesley.  They  were  the 
tans  of  a  high  ehoreh  elergyman  of  Epworth  in  the 
vnunty  of  Lincoln,  and  had  been  strictly  edueated  in 
their  father's  principles.  At  Oiford,  whither  they  had 
fieen  sent  for  ecclesiastical  qualifications^  they  becane 
tiielkthers  and  the  founders  of  a  much  lower  order  of 
oburehmen,  than  the  episcopacy  of  those  times  had  been 
neqnainted  with* 

It  is  somewhat  remarkable,  that  these  scTcraf  great 
and  good  men,  starting  fh>m  nearly  the  same  point,  and 
•nderTery  similar  impressions,  should  after  a  little  time, 
to  widely  differ  on  some  of  the  leading  principles  of  the 
scriptore  :  hewoTcr  to  their  praise  be  it  recorded,  muck 
personal  friendship  and  harmony  were  preserved,  and 
their  eSsTts  were  as  much  united  as  circumstances  would 
adnrit  fsr  the  promotion  of  man's  common  salvation. 

The  apostolic  views  and  measures  adopted  by  these 
clergymen,  rendered  their  regular  conformity  to  the  es* 
tablished  canon  next  to  impossible.  They  refused  to 
he  stationary,  and  of  course  could  have  no  pulpits  of  their 
own*  Their  popular  method  drew  such  crowds  after 
them,  that  no  churches  were  large  enough  to  hold  the 
congregations  |  and  in  many  instances  the  Jealousy  of 
the  dergy  was  so  strong  that  ohnrehes  could  not  be  pro- 
cnrod.  PreaeUng  oat  of  doors  was  the  natural  and  al« 
most  sdMolnte  result.  In  this  exercise,  Whitfield  had 
by  fSn*  tho  odvaatago  of  hit  meihodisi  brethren,  being  in 
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pMiMtieii  ot  rerj  eaamiaiidiiig  eleqaenee,  nitiij 
eqMl  (0  Uie  ear  of  aany  tb4MitaB4«.  Surprbuig  y 
the  •ongregatieM  eolteeted  bj  blin  aldiflbrest  taoMftv  ii 
Moorfieldf,  or  KeaniiigtoB-eomaioB,  and  Blaekkoalk 
TbMi  plan  of  preaehuig  be  punned  in  all  tlie  bmisI  pris- 
eipal  towns  throughout  England,  Seotland,  aod  Waick 
The  impolie  these  oieaauree  gave  to  the  hiddca  apriagi 
9i  vitnl  religion  eaa  leareelj  be  eoneeived  1  mulUtade^ 
in  Tarioue  parti,  were  reelaimed  from  the  error  of  Ikeir 
way,  and  both  eburebee  and  minittert  were  stirred  op  to 
a  zealooe  aetivitj  not  eeen  nor  thought  of  before.  The 
effeet  of  hU  preaehing  amoog  the  ontutorod  and  alaMet 
barbarouf  tribes  of  the  Kingswood  eoliierjy  near  Brio* 
tol,  can  be  described  best  by  a  referenee  to  the  day  af 
Pentecost.  At  this,  the  cold  philosophical  Chriaiiaa 
may  smile,  and  express  his  suspicion  that  the  wiiele  of 
this  work  is  rather  to  be  ascribed  to  the  opecationo  of 
faaaticiom,  than  to  the  sober  exercise  of  trae  religtomf 
but  the  moral  chango  produced  among  that  people,  the 
neighbonrhood  being  witnessesy  nnequiTocallj  proves 
Iho  work  to  be  divine. 

AMaaicA  received  largely  of  his  labours.  His  irsl 
visit  was  paid  soon  after  his  ordination,  to  whiek  were 
added  seven  more,  during  the  last  of  which  ht  finished 
bis  mortal  career,  in  the  year  1770.  The  effiBcta  of  his 
preaching  in  this  remote  part  of  the  world  were  oi  the 
same  character  as  those  produced  in  Great  Britaia.  Tho 
descendants  of  the  old  puritans  were  called  upon  to  ooa- 
lend  more  earnestly  for  the  faith,  practice  and  disci* 
pline  of  their  ancestors.  The  Orphmu  Houae^  with 
its  many  real  and  projected  appendages  spoke  tlie  benev- 
olenee  of  his  mind,  and  the  largeness  of  his  heart. 

The  year  1748,  immediately  after  his  Ihini  trans-at^ 
(antic  visit,  brought  him  into  eontaot  with  a  vefy  aara- 
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pasMd  and  extraordinary  eoadjutor^  LADTHuiiTiiiODOir. 
Tim  «*Nobla  and  elect  Lady  had  lired  in  the  highest 
•irele  of  fkshion :  by  birth  a  daughter  of  the  house  of 
SIrirley,  by  ntarria|;e  united  to  the  earl  of  Huntingdon) 
beth  bearing  the  rojral  arms  of  England,  as  deseendants 
mt  tier  aneient  monarehs."    The  eharaeter  of  this  lady, 
itom  early  life,  had  been  what  the  world  ealled  very  pi« 
MM ;  bat  as  she  advanced  in  eiperienee,  she  learned  thai 
real  Christianity  consisted  in  something  more  than  mo« 
imlHy  and  formality,  and  that  the  purity  of  its  spirit  pro* 
dated  a  more  decided  separation  from  the  world  than 
yet  marked  her  conduct.     These  impressions  were  no« 
Uy  professed  by  this   honourable   woman   before    the 
sieath  of  her  lord  ;  but  soon  after  that  event  she  found 
herteff  at  liberty  to  help  forward  that  cause  which  had 
long  laid  near  her  heart.    Being  a  peeress  of  the  realm, 
•be  was  entitled  to  a  domestic  chapel  wherever  she  had 
a  fasaiiy  establishment.     Accordingly,  some  apartmenti 
in  her  tewn  house  were  first  devoted  to  the  cause  of  the 
goapcK    Mr.  Whitfield,  Mr.   Rnmaine,  Mr.  Jones,  and 
ether  evangelical  clergymen,  became  her  chaplains,  and 
hmi  Ml  opportunity  of  dispensing  the  word  of  life  to  ma- 
nj  persons  of  rank  and  family,  as  well  as  to  the  poor; 
for  her  ladyship  was  emulous  that  all  classes  within  her 
reaeli  tliiiuld  partake  of  the  blessings  connected  with 
spiritual  instruction.     George   Whitfield,  thus  patron- 
ised,  had  an  opportunity  of  recommending  Christ    to 
many  of  the  rich  and  noble,  who  otherwise  in  all  proba- 
bility, had  never  heard  the  joyful  sound. 
I      Tlieae  eeheurring  circumsttances  made  considerable 
noise  in  the  world,  and  niultitndes  were  awakened  to  a 
deep  ceneem  about  eternal  things.    The  few  regular 
clergy  whe  knew  the  truth  were  emboldened  to  assert 
,  tke  gespct  with  more  confidence,  and  (hose  who  had 
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stepped  oiil  of  tbe  erdinary  tr««k  were  eBOoaraged  109^ 
iM^rard.  Thoi  our  detail  hat  bro^glK  to  view  itot 
dif tinct  nedionif  throagU  which  Gad  eowmuMeatod  thai 
▼italy  tpirilaal  iBflueiice  to  the  Briiitb  ahvrakea,  If 
which  they  were  tared  from  tinfciog  into  tbe  aaae  tlalt 
of  torpor,  and  lakewaraaet*,  that  at  this  period  tadif 
Biarked  both  the  LatheraD,aad  the  reforoMd  cborehcatt 
other  parte  It  will  be  proper  to  giro  a  geneiml  oaaiao 
of  tbe  eotablbhmentt  which  were  tot  oa  Hoot  by  that 
three  teveral  parties. 

John  WatLET,  at  we  hare  teea,  wat  the  llrat  pateit 

of  Mbthodwm.     It  it  erident  he  bad  bo  deaigo  at  iitt 

to  break  with  the  ettablinbed  ebureb,  and  cliroogh  tbe 

>hole  eourte  of  hit  proecedingt  be  laboared  to  iotpife 

kit  faUeaert  with  at  high  a  regard  for  that  eeeleoiartNal 

iBttitatJOB,at  hit  peeuHareireuoittaBeetandviewa  woaM 

ad«it.    By  hit  iBcettaot  preaehiagt,  and  iodefiitigabh 

laboart,  through  England,  Scotland,  Waieo,  Irelaad, 

aad  Aneriea,  numeront  ceogregatlont  were  gathered, 

and  from  out  of  thete,  a  ratt  and  eiten«lTe  aoeiety  wat 

tpeedily  fonned.    To  tupply  thit  attoeiatton,  ie  all  ift 

braacbet,  with  the  meant  of  publie  inttmetioii,  it  wat 

found  abtolutely  neeetsary  to  call  in  tbe  aid  of  ami  not 

regularly  appointed  to  the  work  of  tbe  minittry:  thete 

were  called  by  preachers^  tome  of  whom  were  (ocaiaBd 

othert  itinerant.    No  provision  hat  been  made  for  the 

education   of  thete  who  minitter  in  thit  denoaiiBatioB, 

hence  the  greater  part  are  by  no  meant  qaaltfied  to  «op- 

port  the  outward  respectability  of  the  Christian  ninit- 

try.    Thit  hat  been  greatly  lamented  by  Ae  few  wit 

are  exceptiont  from  thit  general  character. 

The  general  body  of  the  Wetleyan  tociety  la  Mrided 
into  districUf  and  these  districts  are  again  dUrideiKate 
circuit$.    Th»  preachan  appointed  to  tkete  toTeral  de-  ^ 
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teMive  their  eominiittioii  anniiailj  from  the 
general  conference^  held  in  rolation  in  the  prineipal  eit* 
in  or  towns  Ihroii^hoat  the  kingdom.  Thui  the  preaeh- 
en  in  oMMtoaaeot  change  their  diAirict  every  year,  going 
ikum  one  part  to  another,  till  they  have  a  general  view 
rf  tile  whole  eomn  unity.  Norare  they  stationary  during 
the  time  alkUnd  to  one  dittriet,  beeanae  the  ministers 
IB  the  same  district  exchange  eireuits  by  a  given  rule  at 
eeffiain  periods.  All  the  members  of  the  several  soeie- 
ties  eontribute  weekly  according  to  their  ability,  forming 
•ne  eoHMnen  fbnd,  from  which,  the  expenses  of  the  gene« 
ml  body  are  defrayed.  The  profits  of  their  publications, 
ineluding  a  popular  magazine,  printed  at  their  own 
press,  eontribnte  in  no  small  degree  to  (he  aid  of  their 
waHees. 

During  the  life  of  Mr.  Wesley,  this  vast  machine  was 
eendoctod  ehiefly  by  his  own  personal  sagacity  and  in- 
Jloeneew  He  suflfered  not  the  sacrament  to  be  adminit- 
tered  by  any  preacher,  except  he  were  episcopally  or- 
fcincd ;  the  number  of  these  being  very  few,  the  people 
were  instmeted  to  communicate  at  their  own  parish 
ehnreh,  and  thus  an  absolute  separation  from  the  estab- 
liolmient  was  prevented,  and  the  people  were  kept 
ftem  straying  into  the  folds  of  other  denominations.  But 
since  the  death  of  their  apostle,  this  regulation  has  been 
dispensed  with,  and  many  of  their  preachers  are  quali- 
4ed  to  administer  those:  oniinamee*  so  necessary  to  Chris- 
tian feli«»wsbip^  After  the  death  of  Mr.  Wesley  this 
foople  deoKmHt  ealUng  themselves  •Imttmnns,  and  chose 
rather  to  be  called  Methodists :  their  grand  publication, 
Ibrmerly  called  the  J^rminian  Magazine,  was  changed 
to  the  title  of  the  MeihodM  Magazine.  The  number  of 
this  people  is  increasing  year  by  year,  and  in  some 
places  tkf ir  eongrtfations  are  very  kiige  ?    the^  h«ve 
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several  very  tpaciont  and  elegmai  ehapek  m  mmd  %bMt 
ike  netropolb. 

Obohge  Whitfikld,  being aa  avowed  CalviBisi,  wa« 
•oDMidered  bj  the  most  zealoat  Arminians,  «•  an  ha- 
proper  person  to  move  f»ilh  the  Wetlejt  in  llie  eoUb- 
lisbment  of  societies,  the  leading  prineiples  of  wbieb, 
were  in  direct  opposition  to  the  dootrines  of  predesttaa- 
nation  and  particular  redemption.  Thn§  divided  in  sen- 
timent,  it  was  perhaps  (without  attaching  blame  to  ei^ 
Iher  part})  wise  to  move,  each  in  a  different  line.  Bat 
"W bitfield  was  the  preacher  :  his  talent  did  not  lie  in  lbs 
Jbrmation  and  execution  of  plans  of  legislation  ;  conse- 
quent ly,  those  congregations  collected  bj  his  laboora 
were  not  united  in  so  close  a  compact  as  those  of  the 
Wcbleyan  denomination.  Some  of  the  largest  places  of 
worship,  out  the  establishment,  were  erected  bjr  Whitfield, 
twu  of  which  are  in  Loudon,  the  Tabernacle,  and  Tot- 
tenham Court  Chapel ;  in  the  former  of  these,  none  of 
the  formalities  of  the  church  are  adopted,  eieept  kneel- 
ing at  the  communion :  in  the  latter,  the  liturgj  is  nsedy 
with  a  strict  regard  to  the  rubric  Here  nMaistera  are 
invited  to  labour,  without  any  regard  to  denominaiion, 
provided  they  be  Calvinistie.  At  first,  the  fsllow-la- 
bourers  of  Mr.  Whitfield  wdre  chiefly  laymen,  other 
kelp  not  being  to  be  obtained.  The  two  houses  are  united 
under  one  trust,  and  superintended  by  the  same  minis- 
4ers«  This  is  not  strictly  the  ease  with  those  places  ia 
the  eoontry ;  many  of  these  are  become  congregational, 
and  others,  though  supplied  by  many  of  the  same  minis* 
ters  as  labour  in  the  London  Tabernacle  connexion,  yet 
maintain  a  separate  and  independent  p^vernineut.  Sines 
the  death  of  Mr.  Whitfield,  some  few  plactes  havetnea 
built  by  his  survivint^  fellow- labourers,  or  his  immediate 
Ml«^ers^  the  principal  of  these  is  Surry  Chapel,  on  tht 
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fodtk  «itf0  of  tike  Tfaamn,  where,  f\rom  the  fint,  the 
Rev.  Rewland  HiH  hat  spent  the  greater  part  of  hh 
mittitteiial  fab'itn^,  ami  been  the  instniment  of  eolieet^ 
Ifig  and  maintaining  a  large  and  flonrifthing  ehureh. 
But  ai  Mr.  Whitfield  fumrshed  his  toeiettes  with  no* 
bond  of  union,  and  theie  toeietiea  not  agreeing  to  fbrm 
anj  after  hifl  death,  thfj  have  naturallj  become  so  many 
dHtinet  and  independent  churehes,  some  with,  andtomo' 
without,  the  eongregat tonal  diseipfine.  * 

Lady  Ht7NTiNOD0>,  in  the  eiitablfthment  of  her 
ehurehe^,  laid  down  a  plan  widely  dill^rent  from  the  for- 
mer tHo.  Atl  her  domestie  ehapels  were  at  first  served 
by  regular  elergy  only  ;  but  these,  at  length,  not  bein^ 
to  be  obtained,  equal  to  the  demand  of  her  increasing  in- 
tercMt,  she  founded  a  college  at  Talgarth,  in  Wales, 
where  she  long  resided.  From  this  seminary  a  number 
of  >oung  men  issued  forth  to  the  help  of  the  numeroug 
congregations  already  raised,  and  zealously  employed 
themi«elvcs  in  raising  many  more.  The  chapels  of 
Brighton,  Bath,  and  Tonbridge- Wells,  were  opened  by 
Mr.  Whilfiefd  y  to  these  have  been  added  Bristol,  OIou- 
eester,  Worcester,  and  many  others,  with  those  large 
ones  in  London,  8ion,  and  Spa  Fields.  In  most  of  her 
ladyKhip^  ehapels  the  church  ritual  is  the  form  of  wor<> 
ship  adopted  :  but  the  ordination  of  ministers  is  with- 
out any  regard  to  the  epi«*copal  canon.  Dnring  the  life 
of  her  ladyship,  the  gnvernment  of  these  places  was 
chiefly  vested  in  herself;  since  her  (feath,  it  rests  prin- 
eipally  with  the  London  committee,  by  whom  the  minis- 
ters are  appointed,  according  as  the  circumstances  of 
time  and  place  may  require.  Only  in  a  few  instances 
have  ministers  been  allowed  to  settle,  the  original  plan 
of  moving  from  congregation  to  congregation  beiog 
preferred. ' 

srz  2 
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InportMil  as  were  (he  lifetfNivve,  and  pmlrwiagBef 
Ladj  H|uilia|;doo,  her  coimesieo  Miff^red  not  at  h«r 
death,  at  wat  feared  |  great  exertiaae  were  nade  hj  her 
•tmriving  friends,  and  the  eongregatioas  eoatinaed  l^ 
floiirith.  The  college  io  Wales  eeased  with  her  lady- 
ship's life  I  but  a  new  one,  on  a  mare  eligible  plaB^sae^ 
oeeded  immediatelj  aiCheshnni  in  iiertfordshire,  raised 
and  established  bj  the  nailed  efibrts  of  the  eoagrega- 
tions  at  large.  In  this  seminarj,  as  well  as  in  that  of 
Wales  a  predileetion  was  maiytaioed  in  favoor  af 
the  established  ehnreh,  into  whieh  some  of  the  sindeats 
have  gone,  while  manj  more  ha%e  settled  among  disten* 
ters ;  but  a  large  proportion  eontiunes  still  to  lahoor  ia 
that  eonneiion,  ts  whieh  they  owe  the  oharaeler,  inln- 
enee,  and  success  with  whieh  they  have  been  bonaared. 
From  this  Christian  body,  some  societies  have  broken 
off,  and  formed  themselves  into  separate  eharehes: 
these,  with  others  of  a  like  east,  mnat  fall  awier  notice 
in  a  subsequent  chapter. 

From  a  review  of  the  principles  and  sneeess  of  these 
three  greats  but  new,  orders  of  British  protestants,  it  ap- 
pears that  the  iufluenee  of  the  establblied  ebureh  has 
been  considerably  lessened,  and  the  number  of  her  at- 
tendants greatly  reduced.  'i*his  is  to  be  accannted  for 
upon  a  combination  of  eaoses :  lukcwarmneas  among 
the  episcopal  clergy  }  the  fathers  of  methodism  being  of 
tlie  church  of  Knglanil,  and  warmly  attached  to  the 
articles  and  liturgy  ;  and  their  colleagues  and  follow- 
ers adopting  in  their  public  measures  a  eatholie  and 
popular  syittem,  carefully  avoiding  the  niceties  of  dis- 
senterinm,  by  >ihich  they  gained  open  the  people,  and 
converted  then^  to  their  opinions,  and  fixed  theas  in 
their  soeieticM,  before  these  proselytes  were  even  appre- 
hensive of  a  departure  from  their  mother  ehareh. 
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CHAPTER  V. 

England  and  Scotland. 

State  of  Religion  in  the  Established  Church -^Jfo^naine^^ 
Svattgelical  Clergy — Sectaries — Question  on  Confor- 
mity^^Scots  establishment^^Secta ries. 

Tue  mott  formidable,  and  vltioiatelj  tlie  most  tue- 
«etsful  aitatk  lipon  error,  will  be  fauad  4o  eotititt  in  a 
•imple  and  steady  aMtrthm  of  the  truth,  Dispttlin§;t 
are  almost  endless,  beeaase  ratlier  than  tending  to  eon- 
Tiaee  and  silenee,  they  a^vaken  new  eontroversies,  and 
add  fresk  adversaries  to  the  list.  A  spirit  of  eontro- 
Tersy  generally  exhausts  the  vital  fluids  of  religion,  and 
leaves  behind  a  dry  and  barren  framij  of  mind.  The 
consequence  then  is,  that  the  great  adversary,  finally, 
though  imperceptibly,  gains  by  those  very  measures  in- 
stituted for  his  defeat. 

Tkese  observations  seem  to  apply  te  the  state  of 
things  as  they  appeared  in  the  English  chuiehes  during 
the  firet  part  of  the  eighteenth  century.  Both  chnrch- 
men  and  dissenters  were  employing  their  choicest 
powers  agaitist  the  attacks  of  popery  and  the  inroads 
of  infidelity ;  and  white  they  were  thus  engaged,  the 
grand  truths  of  the  gospel  were  kept  too  much  in  the 
back  ground  :  the  consequence  \\as,  men  becdme  philo- 
sophical and  speculative  in  their  religious  attainments, 
rather  than  serious  and  devoted  in  the  eiercise  of  vital 
and  practical  godliness. 

In  the  established  church,  this  was  remarkably  the 
,ease$  aad  the  more  to,  from  a  prevailing  dislike  la 
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eTangelieal  doetrinet,  whieh  spirit  bad  been  for  yean 
iDcremiiBgnpoB  its  nniitters.  The  pablie  iMtroetiom  of 
the  pulpit  eonmted  ehteflj  in  eoM  ethie&i  diieoaraety 
or  in  laboured  defeneet  of  the  mere  o«t-work»  of  reK. 
gioD,  while  the  peeuliar  and  heart-aDinating  Xrmthm  of 
Chrifttianitj  were  laid  aside.  DuriBg  this  state  of  things, 
the  niethodist  elergy  borst  forth  to  awaken  and  »lir  np 
their  slamberiBg  brethren.  8ome  of  these,  as  we  ImTe 
seen,  revised  lo  settle  in  the  ehnreh  and  eoafcrm  to  tho 
established  eanou  ;  bat  these  being  snflered  oeeasionalf  j 
to  conform,  were  retkoned,  notu  ithstanding  all  their 
irregularity,  among  the  sons  of  the  ohareh.  In  tks 
course  of  a  fsw  years,  we  find  several  elergymes  of 
erangelieal  principles  zealonsly  labooring  in  rari^ 
parts  of  the  kingdom,  strietljr  observing  those  roles  en- 
joined  bj  their  epispoeal  superiors :  among  these,  «tfr. 
MomaiHe  held  a  long  and  soeeessftil  career;  thirty  years 
reetor  of  Blaekfriars,  aod  forty  years  lecturer  of  8(. 
Dnnstan  in  the  ^  est,  ten  years  having  preeeeded  the 
longcol  of  these  periods,  whieh  were  spent  in  a  less  eon* 
spieuous  part  of  the  Lord's  vineyard.  This  great  man, 
when  he  entered  on  his  lectureship  at  St.  Donstan's, 
suffered  much  opposition,  and  had  not  above  one  nga» 
lar  cfangeiieal  coadjutor  in  all  (he  metropolis,  and  but 
very  few  throughout  all  the  nation  ;  yet  such  was  their 
augmentation  before  his  death,  which  took  place  a.  o. 
1790,  that  it  was  difficult  to  ascertain  their  ciact  num- 
ber I  and  to  the  present  day  they  have  continnod  to  in- 
crease with  all  the  increase  of  Ood.  This  vast  acces- 
sion of  primitive  clergy  to  the  establishment,  has  not 
risen  from  episcopal  patronage  and  good-aill,  for  in 
their  host  they  enrolled  not  the  prelates  ;  scarcely  any 
of  the  dignitaries  looked  upon  them,  but  with  a  jealous 
eye :  a  small  pn^oriion  of  them  were  in  possession  of 
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livings  I  the  far  greater  part  aeted  id  the  lower  depart- 
Mieiits  of  the  cbareh,  at  eoratet  and  leeturem.  What 
hat  tended  ebieflj  to  their  establighment  in  LondoDy  in 
the  right  of  many  parishes  to  eleet  bj  eommon  suffrage 
their  own  minister ;  and  in  almost  every  parish  the  peo- 
yie  hare  the  privilege  of  ehoosiog  a  leeturer  in  addition 
to  the  reetor  or  vicar :  by  these  means  the  dissenters 
have  had  an  opportunity,  in  the  ezereise  of  their  paro- 
ehial  right,  to  favour  such  candidates  for  these  offices 
whom  they  have  thought  most  worthy.  It  is  remark* 
mble  that  some  few  of  the  beneficed  country  clergy  ven- 
tared,  and  continued  to  pay  frequent  visits  to  the  London 
jiiethodist  chapels,  where  they  preached  with  the 
greatest  acceplanee  and  boldness,  none  of  their  diocesans 
coneeming  themselves  about  the  matter.  But  this  spirit 
of  charity  has  of  late  been  discountenanced  by  the  rulers 
of  the  church,  few  now  venture  to  be  irregular. 

In  those  parish  churches,  and  episcopal  chapels  where 
tlie  gospel  is  faithfully  preached,  the  congregations  are 
generally  very  numerous,  and  marked  with  impressions 
of  great  seriousness:  this  is  especially  the  ease  in  the 
metropobs,  where  a  clergyman  of  lively  talents,  con- 
Qeeied  with  character,  can  scarcely  fail  of  being  a  popu* 
•lar  and  useful  man.  The  real  success  that  has  lately 
attended  the  labours  of  these  mioisters  may  be  seen  in 
the  holy  and  devoted  lives  of  multitudes,  who  but  a 
little  time  since  were  in  the  broad  way  to  destruction. 
But  what  is  very  remarkable,  <<  by  the  labours  of  these 
most  excellent  men,  the  congregations  of  methodists  and 
dissenters  are  greatly  enlarged ;  and  though,  during 
their  lives  and  incumbency,  they  fill  their  ehurehes  and 
diminish  the  number  of  separatists,  yet  on  tlieir  death 
or  removal  they  unintentionally  add  all  the  most  serious 
part  of  thfeir  flocks  to"  the  conventicle..    <<  For  whea 
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the  people  have  ImC  timr  good  dersyauai,  aod  luivng 
no  ehofec  of  a  taeociiior,  iiid  a  Mao  plaoed  over  tbaai 
of  an  olterlj  differant  temper  and  eoadlMt,  m  d^clriaa 
erroneoBs  at  in  life  aaexenplary,  Ihej  are  BataraUy 
drireo  to  seek  tbe  tame  meaat  of  ediiealioii  ta  whkak 
tkej  bave  been  aeeastomed^  and  whieh  God  katli  givaa 
them  the  graee  to  know  how  truly  to  appreciate :  aa 
tbej  have  no  tMch  attaehment  to  choreh  walls  at  to  bo 
eonfioed  to  them  where  Ickabod  it  written  thereoAi 
IV hen  therefore  thej  ean  hear  nothing  tmlj  edi/jifl|^ 
fliom  their  parish  minister,  they  tearek  oat  some  mecho- 
dist  ehapeL  or  dissenting  meeting*  where  the  eTangeliaal 
'  and  reformed  doctrines  are  tanght,  and  where  a  people 
like  themselves,  worshipping  Ood  in  spirit^  aoaemhta 
&r  mntnal  edification  f  and  if  thej  ean  find  mm  anekf 
they  raise  one,  associating  among  themselves,  and  ap- 
pointing the  most  zealous  and  bett4nfol*nied  to  edify 
them;  or  making  applieation  for  suck  to  soma  one  of 
the  bodies  of  methodiRts  or  dissenters."  Thus  ehnrek- 
men  in  these  cireamstances  beeonM  disaenters  at  firat 
from  necessity ;  after  a  while  they  find  tkey  kava  a 
greater  stake  in  their  new  ebapel  or  eanneiioB,  than  in 
their  old  parish  cbareb,  and  so  eontinue  with  tkeir 
posterity  dissenters  from  choice.  If  this  mode  of  rea- 
soning be  just,  it  follows  that  seceders  from  tbe  eknreh 
of  England  will  multiply  in  a  proportioft  nearly  equal 
to  the  increase  of  evaugelieal  clergymen  $  beeaoae,  far- 
ther, the  church  will  lose  ground  as  loqg  as  there  is  a 
want  of  evangelical  succession,  which  is  not  the  ease 
with  tbe  dissenters. 

Since  the  act  of  toleration,  by  which  tbe  old  dissent- 
ing controversy  was  laid  to  rest,  little  disposition  among 
tbe  establi«bed  eleriry  has  been  manifested  towanis 
non-conformity :  canonical  obedience,  by  oatb  and  sob- 
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•eriptioo,  is  eheeifvlly  yieided  |  a  cMe  or  tivo  of  8oei» 
Miao  dUtteDt  majr  be  admitted  at  an  ezeeptioa,  as  abd 
the  retolotioa  of  the  late  .Mr.  Simpson  of  MaccU^fisld  $ 
bat  at  lie  lired  not  to  put  this  resolution  iato  aet,  lie 
cannot  be  reckoned  an  absolute  exeeption  to  tlie  gene- 
ral eonformity.  It  maj  appear  somewhat  surprising 
thaf  during  the  last  eentury,  ^00  eiergjmen  at  onee 
declared  it  impoMible  for  them  to  maintain  an  unde- 
filed  eonseienre«  and  eoaform  lo  the  ehureh  of  England, 
mnd  b}  this  aet  of  nonconformity  the  ehureh  lost  nearly 
all  her  faithful  and  pious  ministers.  But  at  the  period 
mow  before  us  hundreds  of  pious  men  ean  conform  with- 
ent  any  seruples,  they  ean  swear  to  all  and  every  thing 
eantained  in  the  Book  of  Common  Prayer  as  agreeable  tQ 
the  word  of  Oodn  while  the  burden  of  their  ministry  it 
at  directly  opposed  to  a  great  deal  contained  in  that 
book,  as  light  is  opposed  to  darkness.  How  this  can 
be  reconciled  I  know  not,  I  only  state  the  facts,  and  ' 
beg  to  be  permitted  to  ask  two  quest ion«.  Were  the 
dOOO  nonconformists  weak  and  narrow  minded,  in  not 
declaring  their  unfeigned  assent  and  consent  to  artielet 
tbey  did  not  believe  ?  or  are  the  present  conformists  jut- 
ttfied  in  swearing  one  thing,  and  zealously  preaching 
another  ? 

Ireland,  in  its  religious  establishment  is  a  member 
of  the  English  episcopacy.  Its  state  at  the  commence- 
ment  and  through  the  century,  was,  in  a  spiritual  point 
of  fiew,  very  deplorable:  popery  gradually  gained 
ground,  and  but  little  attempt  was  made  to  stem  tha 
torrent.  The  clergy  were  very  remiss,  and  the  dissenting 
interest  was  far  from  being  in  a  fluurtshing  condition  ; 
zealous  exertions  on  behalf  of  this  benighted  land  are 
of  a  very  modern  date,  the  effects  of  which  can  hardly 
yet  bo  detailed. 
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gr%  church  of  ScaUand.  Cent  it. 

The  Church  of  8ootlahd  h  altogether  an  esta- 
tiKfhneat  separate  fhim  the  Englitth :  it  is  as  appa- 
dlage  of  the  state,  bat  in  its  eonstitntioa  presbjteriaa. 
Of  late  years  the  elergy  have  partaken  too  muefa  of  tlie 
•ontagion  eonnon  to  the  tiroes ;  but  in  a  moral  and 
spiritual  view  this  ehareh  has  long  had  the  advantage 
•f  other  establisbments.  There  are  several  seceasioBS 
from  the  mother  system,  bat  the  greater  part  of  the 
Seoth  seetaries  maintain  their  attachment  to  the  pres* 
byterian  form  of  government.  Of  late  Sandemasianism 
has  a  little  reviTed,  and  independency  is  rather  upon 
the  increase.  Upon  the  whole,  Scotland  is  following 
hard  after  tbe  sonthern  kingdom  in  works  of  faith  and 
laboars  of  love ; — many  ran  to  and  fro,  and  knowledge 
is  increasing. 


CHAPTER  VI. 

American  Chuhches  from  the  commencement  of 
THE  Century  to  the  Revolution. 

New  England.  Colonial  and  Ecclesiastieal  Character 
— Oppressed  by  the  parent  Government — Jndros — 
Witehcrafl — Sayhrook  Platform^^Colleges^Dottrine 
and  Discipline — Bdwards  and  Whitfield. 

The  Colonies.  Carolinas — J^Tew.  York — Pennsylvania 
— Virginia — Delaware  — JV>u;  Jersey  —  J\iaryland — 
Georgia. 

The  character  of  tbe  New  England  planters  gave  a 
peculiar  principle  and  temper  to  the  eonstitotion  and 
laws  by  which  their  colonies  were  governed.  Here 
every  thing  looked  favourably  towards  civil  and  reli- 
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t  ' 

giou»  liberty  :  ami  thMgh  tbeayttrm  WAftatk  to  per- 
IWct  «fl  t»  ttffird  %w^rj  thing  at  eaae,  te  whA€k  it  •••» 
lendeily  and  twtm  proniaed ;  yat  it  waa  aaf^f  *^b,  thai 
tbe  polity  thcf  had  tsiaUi»lied  for  the  regalatiott  af 
both  political  and  eaelenattieal  afittn,  waa  to  porfeot 
in  its  principle^  and  so  oftaraetarittte  of  eYery  auva^ 
ri^i,  that  the  people  woald  kave  aa  oppof  tmnty  and 
a  most  powerful  motive  too,  to  apply  sneh  a  eonttiia- 
fion  to  all  the  parposes  for  which  it  waa  deaiyfied^  aad 
of  whieh  it  might  be  eapable.  It  needed  not  the  tpifit 
of  prophesy  to  predict,  that  New  England  would  in 
time  be  a  nation  of  freemen,  and  a  nation  of  foea  Chvia- 
tians.  These  eireuoMtanoes  were  taen  and  fait  1^  all 
in  the  parent  eoantry,  who  were  interested  in  the  mMiaga- 
ment  of  poblie  affairs.  Socb  as  sought  a  pawr  oyslaai 
of  governmenf,  saw  it  their  interest  to  strengthen  tha 
intarests  of  New  England:  the  minions  of  a  earntpt 
government  saw  it  their  interest  too,  to  snppresa  and 
render  abortive  tliis.  eoaeeption,  so  threatening  'to  4e 
designs  of  the  unpatriotte  house  of  8tnart  Hcnee  k 
beeame  an  object  of  importance  ta  the  king,  to  introdoae  ' 
among  the  settlers  in  the  colonies,  as  many  of  his  owa 
ereatures  as  possible  who  might  be  a  watch  and  a  apy 
upon  their  liberty.  Patents  and  charters  were  eantiM« 
ally  changing ;  and  home-born  aons  of  a  detpotia  aawt 
were  sent  out,  in  the  name  af  his  majeaty,  ta  asnrp  tha 
colonial  govemn^nt,  and  to  brow-beat  the  peoplei  ^  Aa 
early  as  167^9  customs  were  imposed  on  the  eoloniato^ia 
be  collected  by  revenue  officers  appointed  by  tha  ham- 
missionf  rs  of  the  onstoms  in  England,  resident  miiaa^ 
them  for  that  pnrpose."  Their  ehnftb  potk)^  was 
peculiarly  odious,  and  nftHn^'bear  nmrkb  of  vtffalaad 
prelatieal  reprobation.  AlicoiVKngfy  M»  JMaMmiMb- 
droa  appointed  by  il4maa  U.  ta  the  fovtiMViKp  of 
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<*  MftgMtnitrc  M^jT  (fliere  beii^  no  cpiseopri 
iieigsrncs)  were  tirffered  to  joa  people  to  the  boadi  ef 
wedloek.'  Tlie  people  were  aeMeea,  ili&t  their  sect- 
iog  httoiee  ehooM  he  taken  frea  tbem,  mod  that  poblie 
worship  IB  the  eoogref^atioaol  way  thoeld  sot  he  tole- 
imted.'*  Sir  fidmeod  oatraged  the  aeaaf^es  of  the 
Soirth  ehareh  ia  Bottoa,  aad  deoModed  the  ate  of  the 
plaee  fbr  the  perlbr»aaee  of  the  episeopal  |itar|^  ter- 
viae,  threaleaiagy  <^  if  he  sheald  be  refeeed  to  shot  op 
the  doora,  aad  to  paaish  anj  nan  who  thoold  give  two 
paaee  te«^ardo  the  Mpportof  a  non-eonformtst  miBister.*^ 
Theia  arWlarj  Moaeoree  were  parsued  till  the  aeeet^ 
■ioa  of  WiHiaai  and  Mary,' after  whieh  tyranny  reive- 
tantly  yielded  to  a  more  htppy  and  generoas  syetem. 

Sarly  ia  thit  eentary^  the  eharchei  reviewed  a  traai- 
aetioa,  whieh  had  been  oMieh  to  the  diigraee  of  their 
Miperior  epi ritaal  charaeter.  In  teea  the  eolony  had 
heen,  m  was  sapposed,  aftieted  by  witeberaft.  80  little 
had  theee  wi»e  and  plont  people  risen  above  the  pre* 
jndtces  of  the  tines,  that  they  had  eendenned  and  ex* 
oeated,  and  otherwise  severely  panished,  several  per- 
•ons  ander  the  eharge  of  witebcraft.  This  they  pab- 
liely  lamented  in  1700,  and  upon  a  retrospect  of  the 
avidenee,  aeknowiedi^  their  grievoas  mistake  in  very 
expressive  terns  ^*  We  do  therefore  signify  onr  deep 
•  sense  of,  and  sorrow  fori  onr  errors  in  aeting  on  soeh 
ovideaee ;  we  pray  that  we  may  be  eonsidered  candidly 
aad  arif^t,  by  the  living  snSerers,  as  being  then  under 
the  power  of  a  strong  aad  general  deiosion."— ^  They 
asked  pardon  for  having  broaght  the  gailt  of  innocent 
hiMd  on  the  land.^  In  this  discovery  and  confession, 
>^>  evideal  that  New  Englaad  had  gotten  the  start  ef 
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Old  fiagltaad)  in  the  kuau  ledge  of  »iieb  delusions,  Ibr 
Coring  a  i^reat  part  of  this  eoBtaiy  in  Europe,  it  wm 
mo  imcommon  thing  for  persons  to  bo  brought  to  Josltet 
voder  the  impotmtion  of  witeberaft. 

Among  the  public  mets  of  ibis  period^  mnst  be  notleed 
the  synod  eooTened  at  Saybrook  in  t708.  Tbis  assent* 
Mj  was  ^  composed  of  ministers  and  ddegates  from  a 
aonTontton  of  ebiirebes  in  each  eoonly.  Tboy  drew 
-mp  that  system  of  cbureh  government  and  disoipline> 
•ailed  tbe  SATBmooa  Plati obm.  It  was  passed  inta 
a  law,  and  beeame  tbe  eonstitulion  of  donneelieiil 
•fcurcbes.  A  distinguishing  feature  of  this  platform,  is 
Uio  negative  it  gives  the  ministers  to  the  Tote  of  the 
ehureb  s  but  tbis  is  a  elaim  seldom  made>  and  unirer* 
aally  obnoxious  in  this  republican  ap^/' 

Next  to  real  religion,  the  New  Englanders  have  at* 
ways  manifested  a  high  regard  for  sound  leamingw 
Harvard  college  was  founded,  when  tbe  Iktbers  had 
scarcely  trained  up  their  sons  to  an  age  sufficiently  ma- 
tare  for  academic  exercises;  such  was  their  laudabla 
seal  for  educational  advantages.  In  1700  Yalk  Col- 
LBOB  was  founded  and  fixed  first  at  KMmgmmih  but 
finally  in  I7t0  removed,  and  settled  at  JWmt  EcmoL 
To  this  literary  and  important  institution  in  the  soicC4 
of  New  England,  in  1760  was  added  in  the  north  at 
Han^etj  Dartmouth  Collbcb,  so  called  after  the 
earl  of  Dartmouth,  a  principal  bene&etor  to  tbis  foun- 
dation. 

The  character  of  the  churches,  it  is  presumed,  may 
in  great  measure  be  ascertained,  from  the  ebaraclcr  of 
tbe  ministers  who  laboured  among  them  in  word  and 
doctrine.  If  the  personal  qualifications  and  doctrine 
of  JoMATHAM  Edwards  bc  a  specimen  we  must  yield  to 
a  high  and  faTourable  opinion  of  the  churches  of  thi% 
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Ami  it  MMwi  be  ailMtHi^  Im*  that  there  v«re  a 
wy  o&midarMB  mmrnhmr  •f  pi«M  Md  •rtWdax  muakt^ 
ten  •pcBdwgaH  tl^ir  tonm  Md  tiaie  hi  {irMMtiii^  tht 
Wit  iateresU  of  nea.  At  tkh  tioM  aJio  tlicn  wen 
#sfiMn  Mt  inwriBgi  ef  tlie  8pirtt  |if)idtteiag  8i«at  re- 
vival* aad  refaraatioat.  Bot  hielarie  veritj  oUipt 
at  ta  saf*  tJbal  WAwe  Uie  alaae  of  tlia  periad  anaigaci 
to  tliU  akapter,  tliM«  wei«i  ia  taa  aMay  af  the  ebarekeii 
aad  tjBptaaM  af  daaliaa  »a  vital  pmif  :  in  laic^  dim- 
fUaa  had  ftlaakeaed,  the  Lard^t  tahle  waa  oat  atrietlf 
gaerdad  i  ia  athcM,  errar  had  begaa  to  lark  oader  \lm 
diiyiitct  a  line  aerviai^  spirit  bad  thrown  aver  the 
l^reat  trnthe  of  the  ppeepel.  The  hiatory  af  Jaaaihaa 
Xdwarde'  pastaral  lahoare  at  NartbaiaptaB,  and  the 
^eeeplioii  Whitfiald'e  auabtrj  net  with  Craai  sane  ^t 
4he  alergy,  hear  wafol  tastiaionj  ta  the  sad  troth  af  this 
aUagatiaB.  The  pbyasaphieal  aad  seaptiaal  lerai 
«hieh  beipaa  to  work  at  this  tUae  will  bo  nare  dia- 
liaetly  laarked  ia  its  after  pfogress,  whaa  we  shall  call 
Ihe  attcfetian  af  the  reader  ta  the  Amerieaa  ehortbes  at 
llmr  aaw  epaek  We  shall  aaly  add  here,  that  the  or- 
der af  the  ahorehes  was  ehiei j  eaafp^gatianal :  99m» 
Jnr  episeopal  eharehes  had  beea  erected  espeeiallj  a 
Iha  laffer  tawns;  these  beeama  neeessary  for  the  ac^ 
aanuBodatioo  of  goirenioieot  officers  seat  oot  by  the  kii«§» 
with  others  who  found  it  necessary  to  iaerease  in  seal 
tat  the  forms  of  religion  as  the  lore  of  its  spirit  de- 
clined. George  Whitfield,  though  a  priest  of  the  ehareh 
af  EngUady  found  no  friendship  among  the  episcopa- 
lians of  this  regian,  a  pretty  eaaelosiye  argument  that 
there  was  but  little  religion  in  that  denomiaatiaa. 

Th£  SovTHBnN  CoLOMf  ES)  belore  the  middle  of  thu 
eentory,  had  increased  both  ia  number  and  cbaraater  as 
well  as  in  papnlatlan.    These  colonies  ware  at  first,  a* 
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^^re  fasre  seen,  denominated  Virginia.  This  Taat  extent 
•f  eovntrj  teon  bceame  divided  inter  tereral  pro? ineee^ 
aa  New  Tork-^enn8yiTaniaf-^nelaware--New  Jersey 
— ^lilarylaad^  with  Ckofgia  soutli  of  the  Carolinas,  and 
ofne  traet  of  the  eomitry  left  in  possessioii  of  Hke  old 
designation,  Virginia. 

AneHea  seems  to  kavo  been  destined  by  Providencn 
as  an  asyiinn  for  the  persemtted.  Thb  Carolinas  bad 
reeelTed  a  great  number  of  the  French  Refugees  ;  tbesa 
kad  settled  in  the  eounty  of  Craven  and  hsNi  well  earned 
the  praise  of  a  pious  and  indnstrions  people.  *^  But 
the  English  instead  of  treating^  them  with  eonipassioa 
and  generosity,  as  Christian  brethren,  who  had  fled  ft*om 
the  iron  hand  of  oppfessioir,  beeame  envious  against 
them ;  revived  the  odious  distinctions  and  antipathies 
of  the  two  nations,  and  treated  them  as  aliens  and  ene- 
mies." These  refbgees  were  not  papists  nor  episeopa- 
Kans;  henee  in  the  estimation  of  the  English  ehureh- 
men  their  clergymen  were  not  iir  orders,  and  so  the  mar- 
riages  they  had  eeiebraled,  even  among  their  own  peo- 
ple, were  deemed  invalid,  and  the  children  of  thone  thns 
wedded,  illegitimate.  The  English  non  eonfommts  finf- 
fcred  similar  treatment  from  these  prood  and  de«potie 
defenders  of  chnreh  aothortty.  A  fondamental  article 
in  the  eolonial  constitution  wa^,  that  ^^Jfh  person  trArrt- 
soever  shalt  disturb^  moiesty  or  persecute  another  for  his 
speculative  opinions  in  religion^  nrhU  way  of  worship  J^ 
«  Lord  Granville,  a  bigotted  eharcbman  was  palatine^ 
Ibr  all  denominations  of  dissenters  be  had  conceived-^ 
supreme  contempt.  James  Moore,  a  poor,  ambitions 
man  was  governor.— -They  united  their  arts,  and  in* 
floence  to  obtain  the  establishment  of  episeopaey  by  » 
provincial  law.*^  Sir  Nathaniel  Johnson  sncceededl 
Moore  a»  governor,  he  pressed  what  his  predeoassor 
aA  s 
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hftd  left  ioeoaplete.    He,  to  eteitta  myerity 
Uie  difsenctri,  adaiaed  all  mtU  ef  peeplei  attsM,  Jeini 
eenraoU,  eomoMUi  latlora  aad  aegreee  la  vete  ia  tte 
eleetioB.    <«  Thej  fVaaied  a  bill  eftablkkiBg  epiieepacy» 
and  exeludiBg  all  ditteBtara  tnm  tbe  booee  af  repva* 
■entativet.  It  also  required,  tlial  every  aMui,  wlia  ekaaM 
afterwards  be  eheeea  a  meBiber  ef  tbe  Meembly,  shaaM 
take  the  oatb  aad  sabseribe  tbe  deelaratiaa,  appeialed 
by  law,  to  eonform  to  the  religioa  aad  wonbip  of  tiM 
ahoreh  of  Kaghad,  aad  to  reeeire  tbe  eooranoat  m^ 
aordiag  to  tbe  rites  of  tbat  ehoreh."     The  aot  was 
passed  with  rioleaee  aad  a  very  saudl  aii^jority.     To 
this  aet  was  also  added  aaother  ^  for  ereeiiag  eharehes: 
the  eoloay  was  divided  into  tea  parishes,  glebes  were 
graated,  with  noaies  lor  baildiag  ehnrohes,  aad  salaries 
ibr  the  different  reetors,  payable  fti»ai  the  pubiie  trea- 
sury.   Nor  did  tbe  businoM  stop  here ;  the  goreraor 
instituted,  what  tbe  people  ternied  a  high  emmnistum 
oourt,  similar  to  that  of  Janes  II.    It  was  eaaeted,  that 
twenty  layatea,  be  eonstituted  a  eorporalion,  for  the  ez- 
areise  of  eeelesinstieal  jorisdietion ;  with  ftill  powers  to 
deprive  ministers  of  their  livings,  at  pleasure  ]  not  bare- 
ly for  immorality,  but  for  irapmdenee,  or  on  the  aeeonat 
of  unreaspnable  prejudices  against  them.'*    These  mea- 
sures were  resisted  by  the  dissenters,  who  at  length  ap- 
pealed to  the  house  of  lords  and  obtained  redress  i707. 
After  the  esUblishment  of  a  more  equitable  goverameat 
the  diflferent  sects  of  religion  propagated  their  seiHi- 
ments,  and  churches  were  settled :  the  principal  were 
presbyterians,  Lutherans,  episcopalians  and  Moraviaas, 
with    some    coogregationalists,  baptists,  qoakers   ^md 
methodists. 

Naw  YoBK,  upon  iU  irst  settleraoit  under  the  Bog. 
lish,  was  committed  to  the  govemaaoe  of  CM.  Dmgmh 
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a  prrfbflicd  eatk#lio,  under  his  favour  pi^ifto  begftB  to 
••ttle  ia  Ihe  etloDjr,  la  the  great  anaoyaaee  of  the  pra- 
taaUflls.  Tbm  gaveraar  was  appainted  bj  the  pniU$» 
tmmi  Cliaflea  II.  After  the  etUbiUhnent  of  a  better 
ezeaotive,  it  in.  to  be  feared,  that  the  proiestants  retart* 
ad  taa  aeverelj  apan  the  eathoBes:  bat  afler  the  mild 
goverMneat  of  Jdng  William  wai  felt,  the  several  par- 
ties laaraed'  ia  live  in  peae e ;  and  pret by terians,  Dalch 
rc4braied,  baptigti^epiceopalians,  X^utheraas,  Moraviaas , 
lalhadiati,  papists,  Jews  and  shakers  agreed  to  build 
ap  the  eooinioDii^ealth. 

PsNNSTLVANLA,  was  Settled  bj  William  Penn  and  his 
qaaker  friends.  Liberty,  eivil  and  religious  was  laid 
Al  the  base  of  Penn^s  government,  so  that  all  denomi- 
Bations  af  Chriaians  found  a  safe  aad  happy  retreat  in 
Ibis  eoloay.  OeroMuis,  both  Lutheran  aad  presbjteriaa, 
aa  we^  as  Moravian,  furnished  this  district  of  country 
with  numerous  churches*  The  latter  settled  at  Beth- 
lehem  ia  1741,  and  continue  still  to  preserve  their  chief 
establishment  there. 

ViRoiMiA,  though  the  parent  colony,  reserved  but 
little  of  its  first  importance  upon  its  division  info  other, 
aad  separate  plantations.  It  was  first  settled  by  high 
ehorohmen,  and  they  earried  it  with  a  high  hand,  bo^ 
at  length  other  denominations  mingled  with  them,  and 
softened  their  spirit,  so  that  presbyterians,  baptists, 
■lethodisU  and  quakers  could  rest  peaceably  among 
them,  and  enjoy  Christian  privileges.  Dblawark. 
A  congregation  of  Swedes  very  early  settled  in  this 
colony  at  Wilmington,  and  were  joined  by  episcopa- 
lians and  others.  New  Jersey  was  settled  by  various 
sects  from  the  European  continent  as  well  as  fhMD  the 
Mothar  eoantry.  The  college  of  Nassau  Hall  was 
foanded  i746  at  EliEabeth<town,  in  1747  removed  to 
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New  YoriE  and  in  1757  settled  at  Priaeetoii.  1b  Hkm 
•enifBar y  pretided  the  great  JotuMum  BdwardB  who  wai 
•aeeeeded  ia  the  pretideney  by  the  elaqaeat  Ornmm. 
M AKTLAVD  WM  Settled  by  Romaa  eatholiet,  and  to  tbeir 
praise  be  it  reearded,  they  aever  perseeated  the  prates- 
taats  wha  joiaed  them  ia  eiritivatii^  the  wiideraest. 
These  eathdies  eontiaaed  to  oeeapy  the  faregrawad  ia 
the  eolaay,  theagh  many  of  the  other  deaaaiiiiatiaiu  ia- 
terauagled  with  them.  Gboroia  was  settled  oader  the 
aatpieea  of  Ueorge  IL  la  Ihb  eolovy  WhitSeld  ereeted 
his  Orphak-housk  Academt  1740.  It  waa  iafeadcd 
to  have  beea  established  as  a  college,  bat  the  desiga 
faited. 

English  episcopacy  in  this  eoontry  before  the  rera- 
lution  was  but  a  mere  missionary  establishment.  Ia  the 
aities  and  large  towns  we  find  churches,  aad  missiaaary 
chaplains,  or  rectors*  as  they  have  been  improperly 
called  ;  thetc  chaplains,  in  some  instances  were  partly 
supported  by  British  episcopal  societies,  and  partly 
by  the  home  government.  In  America  there  was 
BO  episcopate,  no  authorized  prelacy  to  ordain:  bat 
some  churches  were  built,  and  (he  rites  of  the  episco« 
paey  praetiaed,  mueh  to  (he  edification  of  many  who 
had  been  brough(  up  in  the  faith  and  discipline  of  that 
establishment.  This  article  will  fall  ia  due  course  after 
the  independence  of  the  colonies. 

The  general  state  of  religion  in  these  colonies,  dariag 
this  period,  may  be  gathered  from  the  successful  laboon 
of  many  pious  and  able  ministers,  by  whose  means  lar^ 
.and  flourishing  chure hes  were  gathered  and  estahlisheil. 
Indeed  the  whole  of  North  America  was,  at  this  period, 
the  nursery  of  Liberty  civil  and  religious.  Here  God 
was  nourishing  and  bringing  up  a  people  who  shonld| 
at  the  appointed  time,  eihibil  decided  proalb  that  th^ 
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true  eharaeter  of  a  ehureh,  and  iu  cstablifthment  an 
earthy  depend  not  on  the  support  of  prince*,  not  on  a 
apJendid  hierarchy,  not  ou  mitred  prelacy,  not  on  cleri* 
eal-  aggrandizement,  not  on  glebes  and  tithes  and 
•kurch  lands,  but  on  th£  fow&r  of  God. 


CHAPTER  VIL 
State  of  trk  Dissbntino  CBumcHSs  in  Eif6iAiiii» 

Bt  dissenting  ehurebes  is  neant  all  those  saeietiea 
wUab  ara  under  the  toleration  aet^  whether  presbyteriaa, 
indepeadent,  aiethadist,  or  baptist.  The  term  is  not 
thus  largely  applied  with  any  design  of  stamping  a 
name  upon  any  hody  of  Christians,  to  which  they  may 
object*  Iu  England,  there  ean  be  but  two  grand  divi- 
^Bs,  conformists  and  non^coBformista.  It  does  not 
follow  from  hence  that  all  non-eonfurmists  dissent  from 
the  establishmeot  upon  equal  principles  $  this  certain- 
Jy  is  not  the  ease,  for  some  of  these  dissent  almost  aa 
Bineh  from  each  other,  as  any  of  them  do  from  the  na- 
lioaal  eaaoB.  Indeed  that  class  of  seeeders  from  the 
eharchyBow  called  Calvinistie  Methodist,  do  most  as- 
anredly,  in  their  usages,  come  Biuch  nearer  the  charac- 
ter of  the  first  Bon-conformists  than  any  other  class  of 
dissenting  Christians  in  the  present  times* 

The  old  pRBHBTTBRiAN  OHUROBBS  Brc  IB  sBcb  B  State 
of  decay,  that  their  <^riginal  form  of  goverBBieBt  is  eoai- 
pletely  at  aa  ead,  having  for  the  greater  part  sunk 
dowB  iato  Arianism,  and  their  preachers  become  lite- 
rary  corpses;  the  whole  system  is  very  BapopBlar. 
Sbbib  eoBgregatioBS  ib  the  larger  towaa  eoBtiaBa  te 
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Maintain  a  name,  and  tome  few  others,  by  endowBimiy 
are  juat  kept  in  existence,  and  have  only  breath  enon^lk 
(o  say,  '  Here  religion  i%as  onee,  and  here  preaehed  a 
Bates,  a  Baxter,  a  Flavel,  a  Fleming,  a  How,  and  i 
Borgess.'  Upon  the  ruins  of  these  ehnrehes  tlie  inde- 
pendents have  erected  many  a  fair  and  noble  atrnetare. 
The  Scottish  presbyterians  in  England  are  elaased  frisk 
dissenters :  some  ?ery  excellent  ministers,  both  af  the 
kirk  and  of  the  seceders,  stand  at  the  head  of  voaerois 
and  flourishing  congregations,  and  are  an  nnwrnf  aid 
an  auxiliary  to  the  English  ehnrehes. 

Thk  Independents  are  uniformly  Calvinists,  and 
their  sentiments  have  been  zealously  preserred,  with 
some  few  shades  of  diflerence,  without  sniiseription  and 
without  formulary.  Calvinism  is  supported  by  thesi 
Dot  so  much  as  a  system  drawn  from  the  writings  of 
She  GeneTaa  reformed  as  by  an  appeal  to  the  geaeral 
strain  of  holy  scripture.  At  ordinations  among  this 
denomination,  the  candidate  is  expected  to  deliver  hii 
confession  of  faith,  which  is  seldom  copied  from  any 
other  composition,  but  is  generally  an  original  perform* 
ance.  The  rite  is  commonly  administered  by  laying  on 
of  the  hands  of  a  presbytery  or  association  of  pastors, 
convened  for  that  purpose.  The  mode  of  cond acting 
public  worship  is  simple,  and  upon  one  general  plan,^ 
though  without  pres<^ibed  form ;  the  Lord's  Table  is 
guarded  by  a  strict  discipline,  and  baptism  is  adminis- 
tered to  the  children  of  all  such  as  profess  to  be 
Christians,  though  not  in  full  communion.  They  are 
almost  unanimously  of  opinion  that  all  religious  deno* 
ninations  should  be  equally  protected  by  the  state,  but 
no  one  established. 

Within  the  last  forty  years,  the  increase  of  indepen- 
dent churches  has  been  very  Krcat,  and  those  bdTora 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ  iC 


•stftblitlied,  maeh  enlarged*  The  cause  of  Lhit  has  been 
hinted  at*  The  deeline  of  prenbyterian  orthodoiy  and 
seal  has  been  the  building  up  of  the  more  spiriinal  and 
devoted  independents.  To  the  same  end  also  has  melho« 
iUm  eontributed,  though  from  a  very  different  eause. 
Jin  unsettled  itinerant  ministry,  as  adopted  by  Mr. 
^hit6eld  and  his  followers,  has  been  considered  not  so 
•alculated  to  build  up  a  chureh,  as  to  bring  the  mate* 
rials  together ;  henee  multitudes,  ealled  into  the  ways 
of  godliness  by  the  popular  measures  of  the  methodists, 
liaye,  after  a  little  time,  deserted  the  eongregations  in 
which  they  first  drew  their  spiritual  breath,  and  settled 
ID  the  more  regular  dissenting  societies.  And  many  of 
the  methodist  congregations,  from  the  great  inconveni* 
ence  attending  the  sueees8i?e  mode  of  supplying  their 
polpits,  have  chosen  pastors,  and  since  ranked  uiih  the 
independent  churches.  Among  this  class  of  dissenters, 
there  are  found  ministers  of  the  first  character  and 
talent, by  whom  the  popular  methodist  pulpits  are  chiefly 
anpplied  ;  this  is  a  proof  of  the  harmony  and  good- will 
tlNit  subsist  between  these  denominations  :  but  the  inde- 
pendents, as  a  body,  are  ultimately  the  gainers  by  this 
teeming  indifferent  circumstance ;  the  talents  and  real 
worth  of  these  ministerial  labourers  are  hereby  appre* 
ciated,  and  their  influence  of  course  is  employed  to  pro* 
mote  the  interest  of  their  own  denomination. 

Ths  Baptist  Cbubohss  have  been  gradually  upon 
the  increase  ever  since  the  act  of  toleration,  but  more 
particularly  so  since  the  revival  of  evangelical  religion^ 
about  the  middle  of  the  century.  For  the  roost  part, 
these  are  Calvinists,  and  differ  not  from  the  iodepen- 
dents,  but  on  the  point  of  baptism.  Refusing  to  admit 
any  to  that  ordinance  hut.  adults,  and  that  only  by  im- 
niersion,  they  separate  from  all  other  Christians,  and 
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iMtHate  m  ttrkt  emMBimio*  aBMig  IbeBselret.  Tlii 
denoarfnmtm  hat  been  of  late  peoplmg  very  Atof,  tkc; 
■lay  have  raereaned  their  sect  by  pratelytriig  tone  fnm 
ether  eonmnimiit,  hot  they  have  ifaared  hi  the  aoeeea 
atteodiDg  a  Kvely  and  evangelieal  mimttry,  whieU  is  m 
warmly  tapported  by  the iii«  as  by  any  class  of  proles* 
tants  in  these  times.  Some  few  bearing  this  denonina- 
tion  are  not  so  strif t  as  others,  and  therefore  adauC 
p^dobaptists  to  their  eommnntous ;  hot  these  are  rather 
stigmatized  for  such  want  of  discipline  by  their  oMire 
sealoas  and  orderly  brethren.  There  are  bapti^s  of 
another  elass,  railed  general  baptists^  from  their  hoM- 
inf;  general  redemption  fiith  the  Arminians;  hvt  tliess 
are«  eomparatively,  few  in  nomber,  and  low  in  point  of 
inflnenee,  ranking  ehiefly  with  the  remnant  of  the  otd 
Arian  presbjterians. 

AuMiNiAK  Methodists  are  the  followers  of  John 
Wesley,  and  Ibrm  one  grand  body,  associated  open  pri»- 
eiples  and  by  rules  generally  aeknowledged :  their  sjs* 
tetti  has  passed  in  review  in  a  former  seetioa.  Their 
inerease  during  this  period  has  been  great.  In  every 
part  of  the  globe  where  the  Englbh  language  is  spokeuy 
their  zeal,  their  steady  perseveranee,  their  deadness  ta 
the  world,  bear  witness  in  their  favour,  and  prove  them 
to  be  sincere  in  the  caune  of  souls. 

Calvxnistio  Methodists,  cxelusive  of  Lady  Hun* 
tingdon's  eonneiUon,  cannot  be  said  to  fbm  one  body 
of  people,  because  they  have  not  been  united  by  any 
eomnon  bond:  their  eongregatioas,  notwithstanding 
have  increased*  especially  in  London,  and  in  sohm  othe^ 
large  and  populous  towns ;  but  in  the  remoter  parts  sf 
the  country,  they  have  either  dedined,  or  been  aKeaated 
h^  tbe  independents.  *  A  scarcity  of  ministers  m  this 
elassofChrUtians)  goes  greatly  against  tkeir  general 
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interMt.    Many  ^tll«if  eon^egaftons  are,  froat  sjsteikiy 
wHlMMt  paafara)  ninktersbf  other  tfehofninaUaas  are 
ofeoane  mMei  id  ta.MipiJty  tbeir  offiemise  d^stftute 
|wlf4l« :    Mn^  Hiereibre  hiitebt'ed  to  fbrelgn  aid  fbr  - 
help,  in  those  eon^regntions  already  raised,  it  is  not 
possible  for  them  to  g^o  abroad,  break  up  fresh  s;roand| 
and  plant  new  ones.     A  waai^f  discipline  has  likewise 
been  the  oeeasioil  of  offenee  to  serious  minds  :  this,  in 
aome  instances,  has  been  reeenflj  rectified ;  but  much 
yet,  on  this  head,  remains  to  be  done.     The  use  of  the 
moTf^y,  surplfccy  Bwsioy  a»d  other  cbureh  fiereroomcfy 
may  have  a  powerful  effect  in  fcl*inf(in|s^  people  toge- 
ther; bnt  the  exercise  of  pastoral  duties,  and  a  more 
re^lar  and  able  ■iaistry,  will  be  found  neceasar y  to 
keep  the*  tocher,  aid  to  boiM  tibein  «p  is  fMth  and 
JMkcaa.    Indeed^  the  thiuf^-  apeakr  Ibr  itaclf ;  tfioae 
oeagregations  which  hav«  wiaely  and  pradcntly  settled 
Milder  paeteral  ea^e^  and  htiwe  attended  to  tlie  rvlea  of 
%yjbelese<ie  disetplise,  have  seen  the  goed  effi^s,  in  a 
ilirifia^  ehnrehi  a«d  m  an  inereaaing  eengregalieii. 

The  niMIe  ef  tliia  eentary  predaeed  the  great  re- 
viral  of  evimgclieml  reiif^oo,  tlN*oogli  the  imitranienta* 
liiy  of  the  great  WhitfieM ;  aad  before  the  cloiie  of  thie 
period,  the  save  eaalatry,  in  whieli  thhi  revival  took 
plaeei  k  eseaediagly  «eaJeea  for  tiie  Lord  of  hosts,  by 
jooal  Tigoroaaly  aMempttag  tm  apread  the  knewledge 
#f  hia  tmth  in  *  heathen  lands.  Bat  the  foraMtion  of 
metetiea  for  prapagatiag  reKgioos  knowledge,  'both 
«t  h^rne  and  abroad,  aee  aat  ef  very  modem  date.  TM 
cberrk  of  England  iiad  patmniead  these  esinbHAmeBtf , 
^ad  fumtahed  lactans  nad  misdennries;  hot  the  sneeesa 
attendina^  tbeae  has  been  very  limited.  The  labonra  rf 
tfee  Maravians  have  been  jnentiooed  w«th  honour  j  thW 
Armittba  Jiedtadiall  dbllowed  kard  aAtr  themribiit  a 
8B 
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minioaatj  «f irit  §■■•■>  be  smui  to  k^ve  preraibd  k 
aqr  tkgfeey.wMrtkj  the  ebaraetor  tf  Um  Brilish  chvdiMi 
lUl  mma  Ibe  dote  of  Um  ceMwy.  The  wglil^  werk- 
iiy ef  tkit  tinriti  «a4  Ibe  prefpvee  ef  ■iMi«MU7  Itkiri 
yiU  fall  in  eevne  earij  wtxi  eeiuuj« 


CHAPTER  Vm. 

CovtTiTVTioir  or  trb  Ambaioaii  CavEeKBi  at  tsb 
RsTOLimoir. 

SooLBtiAinoe  httve  bees  ib  the  habit  fer  ages  ef 
eeBsileriBg  the  CbrittiaB  eh«reh  aa  a  bady  palilie 
BB  impnimm  in  iaiperia.  The  HaflM  atBiraftie^ 
iaaeed,  baa  rat^d  the  ahaiah  arer  aai  abaire  aUt  bat 
area  tiaee  the  BelbiMMiiioB^  an  eaelcaiaitical yality  hai 
beaB  eaaridarad  at  Baeeaeaiily  Mfparlad  aai  praaiatrf 
by  the  etato.  It  was  ibaagbt  hardly  patnUe  that  the 
ehureh  eaaM  ttaad  ataae,  the  awgi^nte  maet  ataiid  bj^ 
sward  ib  haad,  either  4a  aaaetiaa  ar  to  Tiadieate  her 
ri^btt.  Or  if  the  ehareh  dU  net  absahilaly  aaed  thi 
BMutanee  af  the  sward,  she  aeeded  dto  lateiaB  af  a 
eiril  paKey,  IB  order  to  gif«  eatily  to  her  paraoaal  aha* 
raeter,aBdbeiagtoharBriinstoit|  wUiaat  a  eirii  eMa- 
blMuDeat  Cheve  mta  be  aa  Argy  a»d  I  eappaee  ae 
ekaiah.  Tfaii  it  the  daetriaa  atiH  held  by  the  aaas  af 
Ae  falemvehy,  whether  pepidi  ar  pretoalaat,  if  Otary 
C^Mcf  MagUknOM^O^f^^  is  to  be  haMaaea 
eraele.  In  hn  ^Boajfam,  ^  *a  Bwad  Airgymm  ap- 
pUes  to  laeh  as  are  r^ariy  bred**  (at  Magdaiea  perw 
haps)  <«  aeeerdiag  ta  the  fcnas  efthawatfeBfll  religiea, 
wd  apptm-ta  nBBe  elBa.^Ner  is  ha  wha  preeidee  afer 
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m  dlneiitiiig  eongregafioii  a  elergyn^n.-^lt  k  a  mifiite 
of  the  Cem  efet^jfuuni  to  apply  it  to  any  «HttMfr  wlio 
iaet  not  oAeiate  aooonling  to  tfie  Ibrm  of  an  e$iMUhid 
reHgioB.'^  To  nueli  a  ebareli  as  Mr  C.  wottM  ffcfendy 
an  estabHshmetifi  might  be  necessary  ;  and  his  elergy  too^ 
most  be  Levites  of  tbe  home  of  Magchiten ;  but  I  trust 
we  shall  be  able  to  prodooa  a  ohareh,  and  a  troe  ehoreh 
fooy  withoot  any  of  these  eredenttals,  and  without  saeb 
ninisters. 

The  Ameriean  chnrehes  in  1620  originated,  as  we 
hare  teen^  in  the  settlement  oflfer  relbgee  pnrltans  al 
Ptymooth.  For  ±90  yearn  Ihey  flourished  in  eolbniea 
wnder  the  British  erown.  The  gotemment  of  these 
ytiwfnCioMiy  H  !•  InOy  was,  in  gieat  nwararoy  asmhiis* 
feve#  by  the  people  tlwmesUf  |  so  that' the  ehorehea, 
Umagh  not  under  an  absolute  state  establishment,  were 
ise^wlhckos  fonlored  and  supported  by  the  magistraey. 
Aid  H  mast  not  be  eooeeoled  that  these  olrafohes  that 
#t00MRi  ami  ^eoiMiroo  puoeiial*  vin,  m  omoo  tootaneeui 
nnisusu  and  ill  apply  that  power  in  oppressing,  and  even 
in  peroeeustog  souse  otimr  dimaminalieas  whieh  they 
dtstingniolied  as  seoCarios  t  tlie  baptMo  and  qoalfiers  ean 
hear  teutimooy  to  this*  Bot  tie  Mew  Mngland  ehnrehes 
•eenredtho  righto  of  ooelesiastioal  ItgislMion  to  tho 
people ;  a  eertain  enre  fcr  the  disease  of  pntslly  domi« 
MMioa,  9mA  ibosnflsre  thooasioos  ooeto  of  Boropeao  re* 
f ormersy  <iiss»ntsra,  and  nonoenfcomisis  Ibood  on  aoyloas 
fa  those  oolonieo^  and  urooted  llteir  eboreliesi  aeeorAog 
to  their  leupeoti^e  rMvab  and  fcnoolariee^  and  then 
psooed  that  the  kingdom  of  Christ  is  not  of  this  world. 
Upas  the  asoortioo  of  Aomrioon  iodspsndeasa  tho  eolo* 
Bies  hseasne  mm  TomrnaM  Uhitbd  SraTBs :  a  oob- 
otiintlenal  prineiplo  of  whaoh  was,  and  i%  tho  Fhmb 
lotmnuoiDii.    <«C0fl|prfssstotfmote«aimii 
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r$$pteiitig  am  eaimhliskm$Ht  u^rwKgiom  •rprwkibitimg  tibe 
ftu  AMrctM  tUreaf.^^  Tlus  is  m  liNkml  ttmtele,  bit 
tkc  8Mc«  kMM%  tMk  a  |ia«£r  to  «Met  ecrteia  lnws  fiir 
t^  frtmtoiiM  •f  CbrUOaaitj,  fbr  the  regsUtiM  9t 
pareehya  affiir^  mhI  liir  the  •vppM't  ef  the  eettlcd 
elergy  :  b«t  these  sUie  fiweltiefets  preserihe  m  erce4y 
BO  ritaal,  m  diseiplkie)  nor  appoint  MBistersi  mil  these 
thiegs  are  left  to  the  eoMeienees  of  the  people.  A 
good  goveniflieiit  needs  no  hireling  elergj  to  inflaae,  or 
eojole  the  people  in  its  defence :  and  where  the  govem- 
aient  ie  had,  the  f  ml  step  toi^ardo  rolhrmatioa  in  the 
removal  of  a  eoort^ioirifuiaK  prinslhood.  jNar  does 
a  pure  ehareh  iiood  the  support  of  tlio  atatoi.  Jooas 
CkriU  Ipads  m  to  dbtipfoiih  halwoeii  ibe  Ihiafi 
whiok  am  Csssif '•  «sd  tho  fhinas  whiah  ans  God'i»  in 
ihofto  eooatriea  where  thoro  aco  ertnAiMfffted  ehnroiitt 
ihare  may  bo  ^otiratieii  witlmat  mligioao  Uhorlp »  hat 
in  tfio  Uaitml  Stales  ibero  m  soUfioas  iihertj  withoat 
tolfintion  heomie^  thnft  lihoriv  elnimod  hv  ftha  AO^nlea 
aad  gsaattd  hf  the  g^vorament  soffftsfdos  tnisratimit 
and  rosogniaes  Iho. richly  whioh  overf  aua  pemminsp  of 
worshipfii^  God  Milho  way  kaHiaaks  hoot.  Thisisaol 
iolsnUmn  bat  LsaaaxT. 

A  mora  ikUmi  view  ofihaohanhoo  will  ho  talm 
in  a  snhsfiinsnt  soetaon  i  the  oMot  iaterestiag  detail  will 
ha  fiwMMlta  hear  tim  data  of  peeasotlimoai  the 
tihwefara  wilt  he  fcnijlwd  wilh  ihis  i 
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Europe. 

Fagtd  BuU'^Be^oraiion  t^f  ldmi$    Fcpi$h  UsurpaHotL 

DoRnio  the  g^rMter  fwrC  of  the  last  eenrtttfy,  tW 
^areh  of  Rome  reiMiiMd  is- a  ttate  of  negleeled  tnui^ 
fttUlily,  hatj  Hither  sat  qeietrj  in  htt  ehai?  at  Rette; 
Franee^  8paia,  Italy,  Pertagal,  with  pattt-ef  OenMfty 
4n4  ef  €Nrif«erlaml,  ailfiofiitiui%4brete4  te^hepapal  eec, 
Inrt  ae  tbeve  ageeglidH  qvietty  along,  thr  Great  AtWlti 
•f  erevtt  was  prepariag-both  amteriak)  «ihI  ag<»iMelhr'e0> 
-4betiflg*  a  great  ehaage  ia  theootwatd  alalrt  ef  Biirafe, 
•Ad  ef  the  papal  hierarehy.  Perhaps  in  ao  part  ef  the 
—a tiaewt  wae  a  greater  aMMs  ef  these  aiaterials  eoHeet- 
ittg,  daring  this  period,  thav  i»  Fnuioe. 

The  date  and  feadiag  etreaawtaaees  ef  the  Prsvoh 
RsTOfiUTioif  y  A.  IK  i7SS>  are  well  haow»  to  readers  of 
almost  every  etass.  Infidelity,  for  maay  years  had  been 
gaiaing  groand  eieeediagly  opowthe  wenihers  of  the  ea* 
MmUe  eomuianioB  f  tho  apostles  of  sseptioisnr  had  sipped 
the  fonadatioa  of  the  f^f^  sapsMtition»  by  measaves 
whieh  hadexeited  little  or  no  eeneera  in  the  heart  of 
Rome,  and'thas,all  at  once,  an  eSfcelt  was  prodneed  like 
the  springtag  of  a  large  and  deep  laid  mine*  Fraaee^ 
was  the  eeatre  of  operation ;  bat  aii  the  sarroanding. 
stales  fell  in  their  Hmi  the  mighty  prowem  of  OalUe  re- 
▼alatioaary  aram  and  rerolntienary^prineiples,  andwete- 
ohTiged  to  be  set  at  HbeHy  ttmm  the  gidiing  yoha^ 
Bome^  whethst  they  woRld  oc  not^ 
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Tbot  the  eaaelmluig  Meaet  of  ihft  eighltmitk  eeatary 
aai  die  •penii^  of  Um  aiiietoesUi  esUbited  m 

bio.  Tbooe  ctobU,  m  tbey  tff— iptffcj,  —Jo  politieiaas 
stud  agboil,  ODd  tam  prie; b«4 iboCbristiiiB,  tastnot- 
o4  by  tbo  bol j  ormele,  looked  on  witb  pkeid  bee,  oad 
roAd  the  morml  of  Uio  wbole  Myiterj.  Notbng  leoe  thoa 
tfaetholmigofmUvalioBBeM  oeeoMpUob  ttir  tiii|iiitn 
ofwlbrowof  tlie  loKg«etteblidied  Bomob  biewtfthy*  Its 
riio»  tloiproiMM  oCu  thooM^d  yoofo,  and  ito  oMitwitj 
IB  Ibe  lobjefefieB  of  tbe  Soropaoa  woridf  we  kavo  dio« 
tteUy  liootod*  Tho  relbrBMilioii  poitMUy  dieMe^bewd 
IhoboMl,  bttt  (bo  boBrti  Iboi^  mUf  to  treoiblo,  to- 
MMHod  ooimibiid  But  tbe  FmmIl  rovobnioa  aeorij 
MOi|»kled  whot  tbo  MimooiMa  oflJ  J  begui.  SMbvoi 
Ao  itolo  of  the  popoJ  oteloeiootiool  s jotooi,  thmt  oaf 
tbiag  #|iert  of  a  fioaoral  peUtteal  obaage  eo«M  aot  an^ 
(iriall/  efboft  tbie  vaet  oTer9'#wfli  aboiinoriaa.  1^ 
Ofoitbroor  of  fMpery  io  gfaaie»  aad  (ho  efoclioB  ofaa 
aati-hierarehal  govemaeat  ia  iJhat  toaatryy  gaoe  4fco 
payal  aba#th  adeop  aad  wotfal  otabf  aad  tho  Yielori- 
OQo  affl»  of  the  rt^lio  earrjtog  fonaafd  their  tfi- 
— ipboi  preoeady  rodoead  Biaay  of  tho  f^opiiholaletlo 
aaoadiUoa  tho-awtt  fearM  aad  d^pmdiag. 

It  ohoeko  the  leelbi||^  of  hwoiUky  to  roioct  oa  tho 
offaokf  aad  bloodahod  wbtoh  atteiadod  iho  oedaetioB  af 
popory  dariag  theoeoonleoti»  bat  it  hadhooaoo  prodiot 
«d  aad  •O'detomioed,  aad  ia  tbe  eeialt  are  Are  boaad  to 
ftf^oe.  ^  Bojoioe  over  her,  (boa  beaveay^ad  yo  holy 
-apootlet  aad  prophele  ;  lor  God  hath  avea^ed  yoa  on  her 
AlMtriia :  SalvatioB  aad  giarjik  aad  boaoac^  aad  paar- 
OTt  aato  the  LoWloar  Oad  » Ibr  Jtehath  jadyd  the  gtaat 
wbore.wbiob  did-oornipt  theoai*  anthlM  femoatea, 
aad  hath  avenged  tho  Mood  of  1m  ooctMto  At  k»kmL 
Amen,  AUelulia.^ 
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Gba|hA.  BmtditiiBtitirff  iSriumphs.  if# 


Up«B4lM  rtjfptfcrMhf  ef  gomt Uw^y  like  •  rtgulat 
g^fur— ■■!  !■  FfMtot,  LUietty,  cf  ^mutekftee  m$ti/n$*^ 
domtfmankip  wm  il*6lMr«44o  be  a  fuadanciilal  Uw  #f 
tlie  eoBitiiirt«>ii.  TIns  wm  aviiirflieil  bjr  tke  eooMUr 
4MMfi$tkm  ef  B— p«patte  .atid  mjiiiUaie^  itriakue  dar* 
lag.  Ut  mptrU  twayj  N»  -aito  ever  so  Mverdj  Inmi* 
died  holy  Ikther  as  did  Baiiaaf  arit,  ao  nan  erer  at 
maifdilily  aiade  a  Mil  df  htm.  Wbea  Napafeoa  took 
U  in  hie  kaadto  haeooio  his  imperial  moguty^  Ike  poor 
IMfoauittkave^ko  lioBMirta  taaotiaa  tho ffef^hilioBa* 
rf  Mfarial  Ikroe,  aail  Fan  tke  Sevealht  a.  a.  ISM,  wia 
aoaiftUei-to  plaoo  Iho  eiamapoa  the  kead  af  tka(t  vor 
rf  aiaa,  anko  ia  laei  Ikan  loar  years  atar,  daepoteeeied 
J^a4 kia  ocalotfiartieat  etate,  aad  i«da«ad  \m  pMHiiiad 
•cbaraaloryealoagfeTerad,  ta-aauire  aypker  ii  UM»patt^ 
Hial  «sarld,  aad  to  a  k|re«waHi  ia  all  tke  prMfesialt 


vMapolMi  n^iaipirta,  Aka  la*e  koad  af  ihe.FiaMk 
BiAod  tke  iyraat  of  aoatiaaatal  JBiuape,  aai  oos- 
wilkoekMig  iipao  ike  tarrileriee  of  Ika  pepa^alea 
I  lo  aaaikUalo  tke  akief  Mipportert  af  tka  pe»- 
liioal  goaevaaieat.  «« 1  kava,''  sayt  ka,  ia  Ua  epetah 
taike  waigiilwilMof  MailrMl,<<akaliikedtkeaamriitf 
iko  ta^iaMtiam  wktok-  was  a  eukgeol  of  eoipliiinl.  ta 
i  tka  praseai  age^  PitestaaMy  fakk  Ik 
» of.Mea^  kat  aiiittexeraiee  no  letiporal  aer  oarpMai 
liaa  aver  tka  eitisoat.  I  kare  preeoraed  Ite 
apiaalaal  acden^  kat  waik  a  UmiitMon  of  Iko  aaoiher  of 
lo^hi.  Tkeiwio  nel  a  tMsle  ioialligeai  penNMi  wka  is 
wal  of  apiaioa  tkai.  tkay  were  taa  aaaioiwao.''  Tk«i 
■■pitad  tkakorrid  ood  iolinraal  iii^pnsitksk  fiaiapo  ao 
kogwr  posd  doftiwass  lo  ils  kisody  Iriku^al  t  aad  tke 
B«Mr,aiilk hat  iilrte.i(sMpyi,  aa^  he  taid  ef  tke  j 
Uiafdars^  lMrlka>ikaaaMolsaftkea^  by  Ik 
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Mee^r  tlie  eiril  poww,  Imw  tintdf  «hm  a  great  «tj 
t^wM^tMriiAvmiM.  Time  r«IigtMn  Iimm  ben« 
V«arl8to4,  bmA  Moy  •#  tkw  plirff  w<,  hreaie  p-r 
MjUm  for  Mj,  TdHptsoaiy  Mrf  pmrf  prittts.  The 
•WefwppwlQf  iheelMreli  rf  Bmm  U*  bem  Us  vmI 
reveaecs  s  take  away  tlm«r  u'  dM»  "Mae^mM  pik  it 
iii^ilj  fiOU  hj  its  ewa  weight. 

The  seatiiMStt  of  thU  mghlf  fce  tolhe  pepeiMi  are 
tspetMed  thes,  ia  a  late  eMrase  leeeae  eeelemsUek 
MTheegh  o«r  Lec4  Jeees  Ghral qiraag  frem  the  Meei 
ef  OavM,  he  teoght  aa  worM(y  eaHM^e  ;  ea  the  eeatnuyy 
he  reqaired  that,  ia  eeaeerai  ef  thie  Kfe,  a^a  ahadd 
•hej  Cttear.  Hit  gteat  eh|eet  wae  the  Mireraaee  aa4 
aafoaliaa  ef  MaaU*  Welheiaherilertaf  Cmar'e  peveis 
are  fiwaly  reeelved  te  amalala  the  iaikpea4eaee  ef  ear 
lhreae,aad  the  iarielahUitj  ef  oar  righta.  We  AaU 
peraarere  ia  the  great  werk  ef  the  reelaratiea  ef  the 
iMahip  ef  Ge4,  aad  we  ehalJ  eeaHMneale  ta  itaanatf- 
teie  that  reepeeuWiity  whbh  are  alaae  eaa  give  the»: 
we  ehalllitlea  te  their  vaiee  ia  aU  that  eaaaerat  epm*- 
aal  Blatters,  aad  affairs  ef  eeaieit aee  y  we  shall  aethe 
4ra«a  aside  fraa»  the  great  aad  vUeh  we  strire  te  a^ 
teiataa^lawhieh  we  have  hitherto  aaaaseiM  iapart; 
Mr  saifer  earselves  ta  he-persaaded  that  these  praet- 
pfcs  araiaisasittfat  with  tlie  iadepeadaaeeaf  thrsaei 
aad  aatiiir  Gad  has  ealighleaed  as  naiagh  ta  reaiefa 
aash  erlafs  fia»  as.  Oar  sol^eets  eateitaia  aa  Jsar." 
This  iaeasiea  ef  the  pretsaded  ri^its  aad  iangheW 
piieitegss  ef  the  haly  aee  predaeed  asaiiaaf  rcsistaaat, 
Ihrefaethiag  aierewas  the  pepalhwaapaye.  The 
asagssef  the  eharehy  hieweTer»  re^^ed  that  sash  eat- 
ragessheald  he  pretested  agaMsli  aad  aeaardiagtyaat 
L  saatsiaiag  a  fcnaal  ptatast»  aad  aa  aal'af 
latiea^agaitist  the  Frraeh  eaipcrer,  aad  aU 
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0hiLp  i.  BuomparUand  the  Pope.  MT 

mtmt  will  be  afteeptakte,  espeeimllj  at  it  it  probable  iIm 
*worM  wW  serer  witirett  the  tike  again. 

Tbe  pope  after  Ibfly  dei eribing  the  ootrage  eommltted 
tipoa^  t^  apottolfe  tee,'*aiidaiter  a  deal  of  drivelliDgand 
eompUtniag  the  pope  liftt  tip  **  our  apa$tolie  voiced  aid 
alijra  ^  Let  f  hem  onee  agatti  nadetif and  that  ^hytheUtw 
0fChr%ttjiMr  sovereignty  is  subfected  to  our  throne.^ 
Manj  great  poatiflk  have  been  reduced  tu  eqdd  extreai- 
Itie*  in  behalf  wf  theehareh  againtt  kingt  and  eontania^ 
etoot  prkieet  9  tliaH  ire  fear  to  IbHow  their  example  in 
Uria,  after  to  man j  erimety  so  nefariont,  to  atroeiont, 
no  taerilegiout  r 

«  WMBaBvoas,  »▼  t««  avthoirtt  or  ALMTOiiTlr 
vtMiiy  ulm  Oj  Mi  nMNf  hohf  ttpoM^  PttSf  OHd  Fbtll)  Mut 
by  our  own^  we  deeUn%  sM-Hiose  who,  after  the  h^vwekm 
^fiki9  hdf  eOfund  tketceksiusHeul  domiidonsj  mtdihe 
wmrikgknmtioUiHon  of4hepaMimnff  ofikettesoed  ilt- 
$er^ik9fniK€  of  Ike  opoMee^  hf  the  CMffr  »iept, 
9geAm/tth$  imimuUMf  of  ike  ehurth^  offokmt  the  eht^tk 
#My,  aial  ihe  rigM^ofih^  holfsee^  and  its  tempofM 
eati^io'tw^  perpesrueetr  ettker  o^sefSitseeeoee  or  otmstrs^  wk 
gesner  Wint  am  mttr  AMMtam^  cRivsJtrj*  avfurtavtif  or  OMh 

aWy  tit  a^y  mPmUir  WnOCFIWWI^WIIiHIIWI^   Vyw§9B    0^VW^ 

aaWnoAmcft,  mw  DaoaBs  that  thst  hatb  i««oa»SB 
oavATaa  wcoomtHKiOATioVy  wiftk  the  olAer  otn- 
>  oHdpmmMin  Jnftktid  hi^fhesaered  tameim^  bf  the 
^wetteatieuBf  ana  by  Me  genirei  ituhtiii » 
^M<^4i4Mi'^9  ws  ira  xhkw  axooMMvaiOATB  an*  Am* 
anmvaTiaa  Tvnt ;  we  deetareikai^ihef  tent  -tfitafw 
f#<a>yinaiHi>ii<tetot  of  aU'amd  et9rf4sittd  of  pfM. 

atf  I*"  Itoa^netiiWir  ^^'om  fMt  eetttttre  earn  they    be 
mmeied  or  atoerfvwl  ^aajf,Miet»^itt,  or  %<*tife- 
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$W  BaeommunteaiUm.  Cnt  iti 

numpoid^  far  ihe  time  beings  miien  in  ikemffiek^ 
ieathj  and  theafdUng  mgmin  nnkrike  Mome  cesuwrctte 
ease  of  recovery:  andfnrthm'9  they  are  incompeteni  md 
ineupable  to  o6latii  ihe  henefU  attending  on  lAmdmtien^ 
until  they  have  pMiely  retracted^  revoked.  onnaMedj  tad 
ekdithed^  to  the  utmost  pooMte^  M  ami  every  kind  tf 
outrage f  and  have  ejfeetualty  reinstated  aU  0tingn,  or  oCft* 
eirwiee  have  made  condign  entiafaetian  to  ihe  thnrck^  and 
io  vty  and  to  this  holy  see.  fFherefinre  we  detrte  and 
deetnref  by  these  presents^  thnlaUthasey  and  Okewisedt 
others  deserving  the  moat  speckd  mendi^i^  tocathbk 
WITH  TBsm  svcoftifoBs  iiT  oviioft  s/lttftt  ntvet^  nnder 
any  pretenee^  he  in  any  degree  relievedfr&m  ffo  reime* 
Han^revocatianf  anaiMng^  and  abolition  of  aUtkeoni- 
rages  above-mentioned^  in  order  $0  Uta  vaMMy  af'whaHv 
or  benefits  they  may  obtain  from  cAselnt^on. 

*^  But  whUe  we  are  constrained  to  drawfrnmUsaenh^ 
bmrd  Ike  sward  of  ehnreh  severity^  sso  ih  naifargeiwa 
ksU  thefUtee  of  MRm  who^  wk^  he  eoeeroises  jmatits^ 
does  wd  forget  mercy^we  beseech  hka  by  tkakasaeiaef 
kis  mertynihsU  kswonU  not  daapt$enar  r^joet  tka  prmy^ 
ars  and  dejrreeedunm  nUkmaed  $a  kkn  by  nsdny  ensd 
nigktfhrtkeirrooamry.  OofMnlynadnyaabHskb^mn 
equally  j&yfalf  as  that  an  whiek  UwerogruntadMab^4ka 
divine  mercy  to  see  onr  sans  again  taking  refaga  m  asat 

JHRV^^IVf  VWMf  nam  wptOmmy  T^en^mmg  Ww  MmO-  sna^H^USUk 

iMM,  especially  in  those  plaemwkeretkere  ia  1 

est  wndj  our  witt  vt^  tkat  $koyf  or  aopieacyikemf  i 

ed  and  pabnshed  e^  ike  doors  ef^avkufwk  ay  mm  : 

aftks  tasMau  rf tilt  Vthm  ef  liie ApoHfai, •k#  mi  Osn 

Apottolte  eiMBetrjr,  wf  lira  OeMrti  C«iift  aiihuMamka 

OitMio,  and  in  tlie f^ftre mf^kaCamfpuM  Wsaea imikim 

eityf  andtka$,baiktg  $a aigt0adnndpatU*edj ikey akaH 
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Ohif*  i»  Mtt^eium  on  fib  ButL  f9f 

it  Unditigmattand  nngular  who  are  concerned  in  them 
Miftkmfhndbeeneerved  on  each  ofihemnomintUlynni 
ftrmmeUff. 

*^4ndjmriher  onr  wUliif  thaitoihe$ameUiien,ot 

eAemrim  printed  topms  of  ihemyeukecrihedh^  the  hand 

^f  mme  nokm/  jmUsc,  ond  fwndthed  wUh  the  seel  of 

eetnepereon  of  eecleeiaetical  dignity^faUh  he  given  inev' 

egyplMcemndnwumgenerypeopUtaeweUiujndgmeni  a$ 

mUofjmigmintt  whereeoever  thet/  mng  he  exhibiUdy  n$  if 

Vieeeffreeenie  themaelvee  were  there  exhiMted  end  shewn. 

** Oivoi  At  RMMt  allhe  cli«re|i  of  Santa  Maria  the 

Ifi^,  andar  the  FUhermaa't  Ring,  tlie  loih  daj 

af  Joljy  ia09|  ia  tke  tenth  jear  of  our  Pontifieate. 

**  Piui  P.  P.  VU.»> 
To  what  a  elale  of  degradation  and  tnanit  j  moet  pop* 
erj  rednee  the  mnd  of  a  hnman  iMiDg,  in  order  to  pro- 
kf  the  pen  of  a  hmui  of  letters  soeh  a  farrago  of 
aiToganoe,  enperetitiony  and  wiekednese»  ae 
tha  nhoTo  hnU  eriubita :  hat  tfaie  (lAje  the  papal  apolo* 
^)  ii  aooarding  to  the  doetrine  andneage  of  the  R^ 
■HHi  ohatoh.  Then,  vo  replff  the  Roman  ehoreh  holda 
Iha  ^  dnelffinoof  derib  ^^  and  aman  of  reading  and  af 
lallen  la  hold  enehdootrinei^  and  to  adapt  taeh  ntage% 
haM  pafird  with  hit  nnderatanding  and  hit  eon* 
» tea.  Napalooo  eanld  tea  through  the  eheat,  and 
1  tnre  oaj  reaetf>ed  the  mnrful  letiere  with  the  same  e ma- 
^iemt  no  my  reader  weald  feel  froae  the  baxaing  of  a 


\  toe  eaeh  a  lyBteai  ean  aTail  nothing ;  the 
if  worn  oat^aad  the  day  of  reckoning  ie 
The  pope  a*d  hie  HmUo  adhei«ata  maj  ekmoar 
mod  aail  apan  aM  food  Ckrieliaai  to  aid  with  their 
pMyaffa  asd  thnr  eympalhiee,  hat  ae  with  the  prieeti  of 
i  ie^  tfllkiiq^^orhe  ie  pareatngtor  he  b  ona 
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jumf—f^  mr  pwKilnJUiwffB  lie  •leepet]^''  for  hm  itgAfffatii 
tlien  not.     Bigittrj,  peneeulMM,  umi  ««pet«litiott  »«t 
give   place  to   the  sober  exereites  of  troth,  rapa«%Ml 
ivfigMMi :  iadeed  t<»lermtioii  it  the  oitler  oiihm  dmj^  9mA 
Iht  hletsiagi  #f  it  begia  to  be  felt  ia  thawe  «#witttM  Img 
]bel4  sn^r  the   reigo  of  terror  aiHi  prioolenifl.     Tho 
emperor  of  ^  Freoeh,  tjraimieol   as  he  wosyOftw  thio 
poliejv  if  set  the  jastiee,  of  reiifiout  toleratioo  t  l^iiac 
kie  ftddreie  to   the  pret ident  of  ihe  proteelMit  eopiieton 
riei    **  Fr«edon  of  wortMp  ouMt  he  the  ftmdowwitil 
Uir  of  a  eoootrj :  throe  ore  nj  priiiei|«leo»  tlwj  aro 
those  of  the  nalioo  i  aad  if  twer  aay  of  way  tuoooteori 
should  deviate  from  these  prineipleo,  1  give  yom  leavey 
from  this  day,  to  brami  h.m  with  the  name  of  Nkro."-^« 
i«M.    These  seotimeols  he  propagatMl  twrj  wl^re. 
The  Dominieao  monks  io  Spain,  duriof  the  late  oaa^ 
paigns,  had,  through  eiees«ivve  <eoU  amrdfrod  a  Frepoh^ 
MMiB,  whom  tliey  doabtless  deemed  an  enemy  to  thoic  ho- 
ly e  ha  reh  ;  on  this  oeeasion  the . emperor  expooftalalof 
thns    **  Barbarians  and  hypocrites  1  who  preach  iotolor- 
asme,  exette  dieeord  and  blood,  yoa  are  aot  Llm  aainiatori 
of  Ihe  gospel !    The  period  when  Borepo  bekdd  mkk* 
oat  indignation  the  masiMiere  irf  protealtfite  Qeldbrat 
od  by  il laminations  in  great  eities^oan  aercr  be  rerurad* 
ThehU$8inga  of  toUra$ion  are  th€  firtU  righU  of  mmt : 
it  is  the  first  maxim  of  the  goepeUAneeaiise  it  is  iJie  first 
attribute  of  eharity.    if  there  was  a  tiaie  arhoa  eama 
Iklse  teachers  of  the  Christian  religion  preached  laloia 
rmnee,  they  bad  not  tlien  in  view  the  iaieresta  of  Jieav^ 
hot  those  of  their  temporal  infloaaeo-^thejr  wished  tote 
|iowerfui  amongst  ignorant  pei^le.     When  a  nmrnk^A 
theologist,  a  biahop,  or  a  popetpreaabes  intAlenMiie««  ha 
preaches  his  own  condemnation  $  ho  fi^H%%    himsttf  s^ 
to  he  the  laughing-atock  of  Bations."  i809» 
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6bap.  1.  fSrench  King  restored.  eai 

AAer  the  lapse  of  aboat  twenty  years,  the  reTolutioa- 
ary  ftnroor  in  some  measure  subsided :  to  this  Buona- 
parte's monarehy  no  doubt  in  some  measure  eontribnted  $ 
be  that  as    it  may,  his  despotism,  tyranny  and  aim  at 
uiiversal  dominion,  rendered  him  hateful  to  all  Europe^  * 
so  that  it  became  neeessary  for  all  the  powers  to  arm 
against  him.    The  eonsequenee  was,  in  1814,  he  was 
eoaipelkd  to  abdicate  and  retire  to  Elba.    From  this 
retreat  he  returned  in  about  a  year^  and  made  unsneeess- 
ful  attempts  to  drive  the  Bourbons   from  the  throne 
whieh  they  had  been  called  to  re-oeeopy.on  his  down- 
fall.   The  second  abdication  procured  his  banishment 
to  the  island  of  St.  Helena,  and  Lewis  the  Eighteenth 
was  left  to  make  the  best  of  his  legitimate  authority. 
What  gave  the  restoration  of  the  Bourbons  a  favourable 
appearance  in  the  eyes  of  protestants,  was  the  Mitianal 
Chnrierj  subscribed  by  Lewis,  in  which  he  secured  to  his 
protestaat  subjects,  the  rights  of  conscience  amd  the  pri- 
vikges  of  public  worship.    But  before  the  lapse  of  a 
fbw  months,  reports  were  brought  to  England  of  a  dread- 
Ail  penecution  having  broken  out  in  the  south  of  FrancCf 
particularly  at  Nismes.     These  reports  stated  that  the 
protectants  churches  were  pillaged  and  burnt,  that  the 
protestants  themselves,were  many  of  them  massacred,  or 
driTcn   to  the  mountains,  that  all  protection  from  the 
itate  agreeable  to  the  charter,  was  at  an  end,  and  that 
Ih^eatholics  were  triumphant  In  consequence  of  these 
reports,  the  English  dissenting  protestants  addressed  the 
BriHoii  ministers  of  state,  begging  their  kind  interfer- 
ence on  bebaif  of  tbeir  suffering  brethren  in  France.  This 
Lwakeoed  no  small  concern  in  the  court  of  Paris,  and 
ireoently  counter-statements  reached  London,  denying 
n  great  messorc,  what  had  been  asserted  so  much  to  the 
liagracc  of  the  French  jiation,  and  still  more  so  to  the 
9  C 
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iMMUt  ftf  fioariioi.  These  edonter*tUae«eif«  gftiM^ 
4iedii  IB  England^  erea  amoag  lene  of  Urate  very  pe^ 
M«e  whe  at  first  were  so  Eealoiis  ui  enUrfsing  cW  gs- 
neraoieBt  oa  the  bekalf  of  ihit  sufferers. 

Theoe  oowiter-sUteBients  weat  to  show  tfcat  the  im- 
lacbaoees  at  Nisoies,  had  originated  In  ouittera  rathsr 
folitittsJ,  than  religioas.    The  protestants,  it  was  aatf 
kad  aaaifested  an   unheeoming  affeetion  to  Napofaws 
and  his  government :  this  had  heen  marked  bj  the  rat- 
ing powers,  and  by  the  sealoos  loyalists,  aad  so  the  pia* 
testants  had  randered  themselves  obnoiioiu  to  the  mag- 1 
istratos  and  to  the  forj  of  the  king's  friends.     ThM,  { 
and  saeh  like  reports,  eoning  firon  France  to  London 
afforded  some  narrow*minded  tory  dissenters,  and  soom 
bigoted  ehnrehmen,  espeeially  the  eondoetors  of  the 
^  ChrUtian  Oburver'^  an  opportunity   to  defame    the 
poor  Frenoh  protestants  :   and  all  their  snfferings  were 
laid  to  the  eharge  of  their  want  of  loyalty  to  a  legiti-  i 
mate  monarch,  and  of  becoming  respect  to  tho  establiUn 
od  chniwh.    Bat  the  tmih  would  eoa^  oat.     In  the 
oaarse  of  a  short  time  somm  of  those  very  peroaas  whs 
Jiad  signed  the  eoonter  reports,  arrived  in  England  to 
.declare  that  these  letters  had  been  drawn  op  by  the 
popish  magistrates  and  others,  in  their  own  terms,  nad  | 
that  they  had  eampelled  the  proteslant  clergy  to  sign 
them  upon  pain  of  the  severest  penalties.    It  presently 
became  no  question  whether  the  proteataats  had  been 
persecuted  or  not.    It  was  seen  that  the  popish  hovse  sf 
Bourbon  was  a  bloody  house,  and  to  all  its  former  ini- 
quities, it  had  added  the  sin  of  soffering  those  good  cili* 
aens  to  be  murdered  whom  it  had  htf  ike  cJbaKsr  swsm 
to  protect.    <<  Louis  XIV^  massacred  400,000  (prsiH* 
tants)  as  rebels  but  never  touched  one  of  them  m  proies^ 
tants :  and  yet  this  logic  finds  apol«gf»ta  among  Botisk 
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prottiUtttt !  i  I"  aod  among  these  ii  the  <*  Chrigtian  Ob* 
werrtr*^^  The  ehoreh  of  Eoglantl  feels  very  tender  syni- 
palhiet  for  Old  Dabylouy  one  would  think  they  were  re* 
klioiis. 

U|MHi  the  return  of  the  Bourbons  to  the  kingdoms  of 
France  asd  Spain,  the  pope  began  to  assert  again  his 
tewporal  as  well  as  spiritual  elaims.  The  besotted  Fer- 
diDaad  of  Spain»  a  weak  and  superstitious  priuce,  exactly 
ikied  for  a  papal  tool,  sufivred  the  priests  to  reorganize 
ike  karrihk  and  infernal  inquisition^  and  his  holiness,  in 
the  plenitude  of  his  offieiousness,  reinsHtuted  the  order  of 
Jesuits  :  four  of  these  satanie  missionaries  were  appoint* 
ed  te  Ireland,  some  to  China,  and  others  to  diflferent 
parts  of  Europe.  But  Alexander  of  Russia,  it  seems, 
forbade  these  evil  papal  emissaries  entering  any  of  the 
eapitab  of  hia  empire ;  and  it  would  be  to  the  credit  of 
every  monareh  in  the  world  to  imitate  his  magnanimous 
exaoipley  and  even' to  exceed  it,  by  agreeing  to  drive  such 
MUiatural  and  unpatriotic  ag^s  from  every  class  ef 
•eeiety. 


CHAPTER  II. 

State  of  RELioioif  iir  the  Rbvormsd  and  estab- 
lished Chveohes  of  Eueopb. 

It  Bust  Eot  be  lbcgotle»  that  the  eontnient  of  Europe 
famished  some  of  the  early  ripe  fruits  of  the  reforma- 
tion :  and  though  this  euee  highly  eultivated  garden  haa 
beea  moeh  neglected,  yet  some  gleanings  remain  which 
we  mosl  endeavour  to  gather  up. 

FhAffOBy  during  the  last  century,  and  even  down  to 
the  data  off  the  treoblee  aotieed  ia  the  former  ehapter^ 
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tziukited  bat  Uctle  in  ber  protettaat  ehsreliM  wortbj  & 
flaee  la  oar  deUil.  Daring  tbe  reyatuttoa,  it  it  to  be 
tt^rtif  that  all  elastat  af  prafettad  Christiana  were  loo 
«aeb  iavalvad  ia  ikfi  diofatet  of  the  tiaiea  ta  preoerte  a 
^rit  af  dcTotioa  and  evaagelieal  seal,  heaee  the  Freaeb 
prateotaat  charehet  taok  little  ar  aa  iatereat  ia  ibote 
a^asaret  adaptiag  bj  Earopa  at  large  far  eraogeliziBs 
the  warld.  Indeed  the  laag  aad  taagaiaarj  war  between 
Fraaee  aad  Britaia  eompletelj  preheated  the  eaadjafor- 
•hip  9i  that  aatian,  ia  so  good  a  work.  Bat  the  dia  of 
anaa  had  aearaely  eeaoed  before  <^  The  Britith  oyoteai 
af  edaeatiaa  was  auikiag  eoatiderable  progress,  aad  iii 
ageats  were  traiaiag  ap  the  joath  af  Paris  ia  priaetplti 
af  iadttstry  aad  peaee.  The  eaiharrassed  stale  of  th« 
pablie  iaaaces  woald  aat  allaw  the  kiag  ta  reader  aaj 
peeaaiary  aid  ia  sapport  of  the  sehoak  whieh  had  re- 
oei?ed  the  eoaateaaaee  of  the  last  goTeranieiit,  bat  be 
•igaified  his  approbaiiaa  af  the  ol^L  Several  memben 
af  the  rajal  laaulj  aha  aipressed  their  henetaleai 
wiihta  Csr  Us  aaeaassi  aad  ia  the  city  af  Paria  fin 
oehaals  have  risaa  ap,  at  the  head  of  whieh  are  tn 
Fraaah  Protostaats,  foar  af  wham  have  beea  traiaed  a| 
ia  Eaglaad  ia  the  kaawledge  of  the  British  syatcai 
These  laipraTeaieats,  so  aaspioioasly  eaoMMaaed  ib  ih 
capital,  are  eipeeted  ta  be  speedily  adapted  ia  athe 
parts  af  Fraaae  f  aad  the  hapa  aiay  he  iadnlged,  ^b« 
that  edaeatioa  will  finally  break  the  ehaias  af  sapersti 
iiaBf  ar,  that  if  difereat  deaomiaatiaas  shall  eaatime  ti 
eiisl,  the  shaekles  af  bigatry  wUI  at  length  lall  oi^  aa 
Freaehawn  live  tagether  as  BamTHMsa  I 

^  The  aaaiber  of  Protetftaat  nHatsters  ta  Fraaae  is  « 
iiamted  at  two  haadrrd  aad  fifty ;  aaioag  whom  are  ti 
he  Ibnad  dev^ed  aiaa,  wha  aiaBra  over  the  deeay « 
pwty  ia  their  ehareh|  aad  nbo  are  tryiag  ia  ada^ 
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measures  whieh  they  trtwl  will,  nnder  the  divine  bleeft* 
inp;,  prodaee  a  reviTal  of  vital  religi«ii.  One  eirenM** 
stanee  it  partieiilaHj  onlbvomrable  to  any  fmkmt , 
elKirts  for  thit  parpMe  |  the  ProlMtaiito  eaimot  jH  Inld 
any  grand  tyned  wfthoot  the  pernneiion  ef  goveraiiMBly 
and  the  disturbed  sUte  oi  affaire  hae  for  many  yeare 
prevented  them  from  reqneetiny^  that  privilege :  the  on*- 
ly  intereeurte  whieh  they  ean  tfaefefere  enjoy,  at  a  body, 
is  at  the  ordination  of  any  of  iheyonnf^  snniSters,  when 
as  many  atsemble  together  as  ciremnstanees  will  allom 

**  The  eonttitution  of  the  reformed  ehureh  is  Pt$»hg^^ 
rum.  It  is  divided  into  eonsietories,  eontaintng  a  eer* 
tain  number  of  ministers.  Of  these  eonsistories  thera 
are  eighty*nine.  The  eonsistorial  ehnreh  is  alwajia 
in  some  plaee,  the  population  of  whieh  eontaias  a  ketg^ 
proportion  of  the  reformed  worshippers ;  a  number  of 
omaller  towns  am  attaehed  to  it,  whieh  form  whi^  in 
ealled  the  arromikmiMni^  and  whieh  are  served  by  tha 
ministers  of  the  eonsistofy,  in  the  same  manner  as  soma 
smaller  villages  in  England  are,  by  the  enrateso#larga 
ps&rishes  in  the  vieinity,  jtist  as  oiramnstattees  may  al** 
low.  In  some  of  the  prineipal  plaees  there  are  several 
eongregations  of  three  or  IW  thousand  parsons  eaok 
Xhe  total  number  of  ehnrohes  at  thepresoni  liinvis  two 
liondred  and  thirty. 

^  The  Protestants  are  now  mostly  to  be  found  i»  Iha 
sotftft  of  Fraaee;  but  before  the  treaty  of  Paris- lilere 
were  large  nnmbers  of  Lutherans,  ol  the  Confotsmii  of 
Avgsburgh,  whb  inhabited  the  norther*  boundaries  of 
ilie  empire.  The  number  of  the  reformed  at  that  period 
fcmve  been  reehonod  by  some  at  seven  millions,  but  by 
otiiers  reduced  to  five  $  thoy  do  not  nom  a«attn»  to  one 
osilHoo  and  a  half.  Bo  great  a  dodneiMn  from  the  iret 
leads  as  to  dnnbl  Iha  aoevra^  of  ilM«tal#» 
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Mtalf  tlwgfc  lliejr  Imtc  keen  cmbmob  Mferers  im  th» 
wmtf  aad  smM  Jwaiaiilirf  by  lUtestiM  eMifliate.  Tkcf 
kMre  ksg  heM  ibeir  property,  as  well  cs  Ukh*  tires,  hj 
a  pmearmM  teaare,  aad  at  tk^  kare  Wea  exelaicJ 
tnm  Om  iigrilid  prafeasiau  aadi  Oe  kaaavra  af  iIm 
•lata,  tira  greater  part  saw  are  aMrelMiatay  baftkera^ 
agriaakaristt,  anaidbatarer^  aii4  artisaaa,  aad  kmmm  by 
tlwir  iadatUy  aaaaaiatatiif  eaasMerabIa  weafeb. 

^  All  rflijneai  are  rqaally  inpparlad  hj  tlra  gaTera» 
aMat  af  Fraaee  |  ea  tkat  tbe  Protettaatt,  as  well  aa  tba 
CalbaMat,  are  peM  ^  tbe  elate,  aad  a  aertaia  aaaiber 
af  persaat,  ioraiiag  a  raaTeaieat  arrearfingaigwl,  eaa 
afaaa  a  ebareb  aad  tbe  aeaal  tapparl ;  bat  ii  k  caaf  aai* 
ary  fbr  tbe  abarebes  ta  aagaieat  tbe  salaries  af  tba  aua*! 
iilera  by  Tolaatary  eoatribatieas. 

^  la  eaadartiag  tbe  warship  af  ibe  reftmaed  ehareb* 
the  Mia wtag  erdar  ft  abservedl.  Tbe  scrviee  eMmeaeea 
wiib  Ibe  readiagaf  tbe  seriptares  by  a  pefaaa  eaiplayaA 
Ibr  Ibe  parpaae,  aat  sreessarily  ia  affibfrs*  Tbe  earn 
waad^tats  are  tbea  tUstiartly  praaaaaced  %  after  wbiek 
tbe  paster  reads  a  sbart  prayer  fraai  tbe  Ular^  wlitak 
is  eaaaaaaly  ased.  Tbe  eaagref^aa  bariag  saa^  a 
peaha,  be  alters  a  brief  rxteaipare  prayer,  aad  praceeda 
wttb  tbe  aenaaa*  Tbts  is  elase d  by  analber  prayer 
fVaai  the  litargy,  aad  a  hyaia  af  praise,  wbea  be  d^ 
BMSses  Ibe  asseiably  witb  the  beaedietiaa.''    rCofthm.^ 

Gmasf  AWT.  Wkbia  tbe  last  tweaty  years  this  aaaa- 
Iry  baa  beea  tlie  sabjeet  af  aiaeii  awakeaiag.  The  aia- 
siaaary  spirH  prevailiagia  Baglaad  baa  stirred  ap  aa^ 
ay  eaeeMeat  aiea  ia  Geraiaay,  by  wbaea  aeal  aad  iata* 
eaee,  seeietsss  bare  beea  Ibrawd,  Ibr  spreadiag  tbe  gas* 
pal,  aad  fsr  eiraalatiag  the  saared  aeriplarea  ia  erary 
Fraat  Herpiaay  aad  eaaligaaas  aaaatricsi 

aff  cba  bsal 
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•genu  wbieh  kmm  bee*  eaipleyed  in  mtiieaaf  7  end  ^ 
Ue  labevrt.  Ano»g  these  we  reeeyice  IIm  biglilT* 
revered  namee  of  Steinkepff,  BrvmnMrk,  Vanderkempcy 
Vetf,  Rttelierer,  Det  Orenge,  end  oMMiy  oIlMrty  wliese 
Moan  will  be  held  in  great  ettinatio*  ieng  alter  tha 
aMn  are  ea4ered  hrto  their  reel. 

Ahheogh  the  general  itate  of  religion  in  Gemianf  k 
by  DO  meant  favourable  yet  <<  a  bleated  remnaot  it  erevj 
where  foand  eleaving  to  the  Lord  with  full  porpote  of 
heart/'  Throagh  the  instramentality  of  the  tradneed 
and  detptted  Moravians  great  revivalo  have  been  pro* 
dneed.  The  inf^wnee  nf  The  BriHsk  and  Fortigm  BibU 
SoeUiif  has  been  fbit  more  or  less  throaghoat  ail  Ibo 
Sermaoie  states ;  and  the  intereoorse  between  the  Re* 
Ibrmed  ehurehes  and  the  English  soeieties  promise  la 
•kerish  pure  religion  and  to  bring  abont  a  gloriono  era* 
It  is  to  be  lamented  that  the  German  oaivefoities  are  00 
oarrnpted  with  the  Soeiniaa  leven.  Some  of  the  pr«* 
Ibasors  In  these  seminaries,  though  ealling  thenselvea 
Christians,  have  adraneed  as  far  into  the  regioBS  of  in* 
idolity  as  have  many  avowed  deists. 

Russia,  the  eeelesiastieal  history  of  whieh  we  natioed 
in  its  improved  state  during  the  reign  of  Peter  the  Grrat^ 
has  eantribated  lately  her  share  of  inflnenee  in  propa- 
gfttinff  divine  truth,  espeeially  in  aid  of  the  Bible  ttoel* 
ety.  In  this  greatest  of  all  great  works,  ALSXAnnm 
haa  had  the  honour  to  set  his  imperial  seal,  and  has 
thereby  added  the  illustrious  epithet  of  Gubat  to  a 
wame  whieh  stands  already  deservedly  nigh  among  the 
alllea  of  Great  Britain.  'Late  aeeounts  from  Raisia  art 
w^trj  ftattering.  The  pious  Prme$  QmlUjdn  inlbmis  na 
in  hta  spceek  on  f  th  Oetober,  laif ,  before  the  Raasiaa 
Bshie  Soeiety  That,  <«  Bvery  where  the  Spirit  af  tbo 
Ijard  la  indiaiag  nan  to  raeeiva  the  ward  ofaaivatian  ■ 
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Bver J  wbere  UbMirert  are  raised  to  g«  inta  tlia  iriae* 
jard  of  tlw  Lord— ICyery  where  the  harrest  ia  ripouaf^ 
la  the  diffaraat  gayamaienti  both  aear  aad  remote,  ia 
the  dcoeK  aad  ia  the  Tillane,  ia  loow-elad  Liberia,  aad 
mpon  the  aaaataiao  of  Caaeasos  and  Dralia,  are  to  be 
foond  lovers  of  the  word  of  Uod,  wbo,  of  their  owa  aa- 
aard,  aad  withootaaj  earthly,  selfish  views  of  gain,  are 
aagafod  ia  the  work  of  traasUtiB|[»  the  goepeis,  aad 
alber  parts  of  the  Bibie,  into  varioas  languaf^  and  di* 
aleets  spoken  kj  the  tribes  who  inhabit  Russia — people 
who  never  heard  before  of  this  Divine  word— Viilagera 
ia  Maaj  plaees  assemble  on  the  Sabbath  aad  other  halj 
days*  to  read  their  Bibles.— Youth  instract  their  pareala 
who  have  aai  before  been  taught  to  read — Soldiers  aad 
tailors  are  likewise  of  their  own  aecord  seekiai*  this 
spiritual  food— In  addition  to  all  this,  tfi  conformity  to 
ike  wiU  ^themomareh.  the  reading  of  the  Holy  Scrip* 
tares  is  aow  iatrodueed  into  oil  our  seminaries  of  instrmc* 
iioa."  Whatever  may  be  the  peculiar  state  and  eharao- 
ttr  of  the  Russian  ehurch  and  clergy,  considered  as  aa 
establishment,  that  ehareh  and  those  clergy  ia  wfaieh^ 
tad  auHHUg  whom,  are  sueh  excKions  and  sach  exereisesi 
UMist  be  in  a  stste  of  great  moral  in^irovemeat,  aad  tha 
ofieers  of  a  ehurch  so  employed  must  be  a  bK^ssiag  ta 
the  people.  The  ecclesiastical  history  of  Russia  wiili 
in  a  lew  years^  be  an  interesting  detail. 

PaussiA  ranks  among  the  protestaat  states,  as  aba 
8wED£N,  Denmark  and  Norway  ;  but  by  reasoa  of  the 
political  changes  and  reverses  these  aat ions  have  nader- 
gaae  for  several  years,  they  have  not  been  able  to  make 
that  progress  ia  morals  and  religion  which  has  distia* 
gaaihed  soaw  other  countries.  Hulland,  long  a  prates- 
lant  stale,  but  for  several  years  past  agitated  by  the  vi- 
•Mtttados  of  £arape^  haa  taken  a  less  share  la  aeelom- 
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astieat  matters  than  otherwise  the  spirit  and  piety  of  ita 
CalTinistie  establishiAent  woold  no  doubt  have  eontrih« 
nted.  Several  tttdividoals  of  this  ehoreh  have  proved 
that  there  are  no  better  missionaries  to  be  found  in  anj 
part  of  the  world,  than  in  Holland. 

Grbat  B|tiTAiii.  2%e  church  of  England  as  a 
national  establishment  is  exactly  the  same  now  as  it 
was  a  hundred  years  ago  :  the  bishops  have  the  same 
powers,  the  elergy  subseribe  the  same  articles,  swear  to 
the  same  canons  and  adopt  the  same  ritual :  and  the 
great  body  of  her  communicants  are  the  same  kind  of 
people  as  they  were  formerly.  Real  religion  is  a  thing 
quite  out  of  the  question  as  necessary  to  fellowship  in 
this  ehoreh,  it  is  hardly  necessary  that  a  man  shonM 
go  to  the  sacraoMot  in  order  to  constitute  him  a  true 
churchman,  unless  it  be  to  qualify  him  for  some  otka 
onder  goTcrnment,  and  then  he  must  partake  at  tha 
holy  table,  rather  to  prove  that  he  is  not  a  dissenter  nv 
a  catholic,  than  to  prove  his  attachment  to  the  establish* 
ment.  Bvery  person  in  England  who  pays  his  tithes 
and  his  taxes,  which  every  one  must  do,  u  a  legitimate 
member  in  full  communion.  Discipline  Is  perfectly 
nominal,  as  to  the  act  there  is  no  such  thing :  a  parish 
clergyman  dares  not  refuse  the  sacrament  to  any  of  hie 
parishioners  however  immoral  and  vicious.  And  it  k 
mnch  to  be  lamented  that  many  of  the  clergy  themselvea 
indulge  in  all  the  polite  and  fashionable  follies  of  the 
age :  discipline  is  as  much  unknown  among  the  clergy 
as  among  the  laity.  So  lost  to  the  decencies  of  the 
priesthood,  and  of  the  pastoral  office  are  these  sens  of 
Levi,  that  it  is  no  uncommon  thing  to  see  advertise^ 
meats  in  the  public  prints,  for  livings  or  curacies,  ^  in 
lome  sporting  country  where  there  is  but  little  duty  and 
within  a  few  miles  of  a  pack  of  houndsJ^*    The  deef 
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tflee  preceded  hf  m  large  proportiMi  •€  thete  moMten 
n  at  best  AntaiaimiiMii)  m4  wHIi  omhij  perfect  keatboi 
wmnttfj.  Few  Make  or  eodipoM  IIh^  awe  aeroMaefr 
0r.  TViMl^er'ir  mgrmped  fu^Mhrniles  tapplj  iMnidreds,  tf 
■ot  thousands  of  parislv  palpits  in  the  £«gltali  elivreli. 
1  wMi  1  0mM  say  that  this  desoriptioBof  tiM  elei^  ap- 
|Hied  only  t»  «  feir,  or  tv  only  a  wtaority  of  the  greal 
body,  bttt  a  ieriaasi  strietly  moral  and  eoaasitatioaa 
parioh  partoa  is  by  «o  Means  a  eomnon  thing.  Haw- 
#rer  indiffbreat  the  prieatbood  may  bo  tv  tl»  saspei 
daties  of  thvir  oAee,  yet  they  fOMraUy  agree  ta  deAuaa 
Ao  disientiira  aadt  oeetariesi  and  to  reiterale  the  appreo" 
sire  statvtes  of  the  garemaieat^  of  whieli  they  are  tha 
most  obseqaiaua  tools.  To  this  general  eharaeter  of 
the  Rnglish  elergy  there  are  nNtny  happy  eaeeptiaa% 
and  thete  goad  bkh  deeply  laaMnl  the  elate  af  thiaga 
jnet  desertbedw  The  traly  exeeileBt  Joha  Newlea 
hr  sows  papers  of  bis  pnbltshed  in*  tBoe  speaks  thas. 
<«  I  am  net  tare  that  la  the  year  t7a#theae  was  a  siagle 
paroe^iial  lahsieter  who  was  pobKely  kaewa  as  a  g<iepel 
Mialsief  ia  the  whola  kingdom.  Ufam  we  hare  ;  I  kaaw 
aott  how  many)  bat  1  think  not  lees  than  ItNir  haadved*^ 
The  dale  fi;i  this  paper  is  I7t7,  in  laoi  he  si^s  •«  1  aas 
lehf  the««  ai^  f o,ee#  parishes  in  Bngtaad  $  1  belsefe 
Btore  than  aeeo  of  these  are  deatttote  of  the  gospeL'^ 
Maee  that  time  I  eaa  speak  tffm  my  ewa  ahsertatsea» 
and  tentnre  to  state  the  repated  eTaagelieal  elergy  at 
doable  the  nnmber  reekeaed  by  Mr.  Newioa  m  laM : 
tboogb  maay  of  these  aeo  pi«adi  so  eaatieasly,  aad  ia 
•aefa  tramaieK  as  to  give  the  tnimpet  a  very  naeeHaia 
aeewd.  The  erangelieal  elergy  are  plaeed  ia  a  very 
Mihappy  sitnatloTs  they  are  painted  at  by  the  great  body 
ef  fbeir  brediren  as  enthasiaats  and  metbodists,  aad  as 
vymboNzers  with  the  disoeaters)  whaee  daotnae   aad 
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spirit  Ikey  are  said  to  elHrwfc.  To  eoaateratt  Ikift  pre- 
qrfttling  odinm  thej  are  mider  a  kiad  «f  ■eoaMitjr  to  tbiia 
A»  diMentan 9  and  even  jeompelted  to  speak  o?il  of  the«, 
Tki«  exposes  Ihem  ia  retarn  to  the  severett  rfilrf titan 
ft-oiD  the  diBMenting  party^  and  so  they  ean  find  bal  f»w 
friends  amoitg  eitlier :  tfaese  two  eireaiMtaaees  imUtter 
their  spirit,  miadireet  their  zeal  and  pro4aea  a  great 
drawbaek  upon  the  ehajraeter  of  their  aiBiitry. 

The  doetrines  held  and  preoehed  by  the  evangdioai 
clergy,  cannot  be  reduced  to  aay  eipress  creed  or  for- 
ffittlary  :  the  articles  theaisalves  will  afibrd  no  rale  in 
this  ease ;  f^r  thoogh  some  sobscribe  aader  a  pcMuasian 
that  the  articles  arc  plainly  Calviaistic,  others  think 
them  Arniaian^  aad  other  some  wauld  pkMC  tbeoi  be- 
tween the  two  systems  and  thereby  escape  the  odiam  of 
hoth ;  these  form  the  greater  part  of  this  body  of  epis- 
copal ministers.  It  mnat  be  adautted  that  some  of  the 
more  zealous  Calvinians  have  rerged  towards  aatino- 
■uaoism,  while  some  of  the  opposite  class,  to  aiTaid  this 
extreme,  have  so  shaped  their  aecomawdatiag  asheme  as 
to  make  it  palatahle  to  the  more  lax  aad  lalitudinarian 
of  their  hearers.  Bat  it  will  be  found  thai  the  avajigs- 
jical  clergy,  as  a  body,  are  dutiaet  from  the  rest  of  their 
clerieal  hrsihrcn  by  a  move  serioas  strain  of  preaching, 
'  by  a  more  exemplary  conduct  $  by  a  spirit  of  asso- 
ciation among  theavialves ;  by  great  obseqoioaspcss.  to- 
srarAi  their  dignified  superiors;  by  shyness  towai^s 
tbeir  bast  friends,  the  dissenters  |  and  by  the  sop^ort 
.  and  patronage  they,  notwiihstaading,  rascive  from  the 
lUssealers  after  all*  fiome  individuals  of  this  class  of 
clergymen  auty  be  selected  whose  names  aad  eharactcfs 
siand  high  ia  every  shnreh  where  the  Sarioar  is  laved 
and  glorified  f  of  these  Mr.  Newton,  Mr.  Cecil,  Ur. 
fiaehaaaa  lale^  gone  to  (hair  rest»  aaca|ij  the  lore* 
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gtomi  $  aad  the  itill  flanrivingMr.  Seott,  Mr.  Bidalph 
u4  Mine  etliert  kaowii  bj  their  pioQs  and  able  writiiifs, 
will  be  hrtd  mnd  rerered  at  lerraQts  af  Christ  bj  inaaj 
bath  ia  and  aat  af  their  eammoiiiaB  fbr  years  yet  to 
caaia* 

h  iMs  bady  arigiaated,  ia  1800,  a  Sooiett  vor 
MitaioiiB  TO  ApaioA  and  the  Bast.  The  manage- 
■leat  af  thk  taeiety  is  eoafiaed  ta  the  neubers  of  the 
established  ehareh.  Great  eaatioo  and  deliboratiaa 
Imto  BMfked  the  steps  of  this  soeiety.  The  Sasoo 
m^aa  ia  AfHaa,  aad  the  tnuMlatioa  of  the  seriptares 
wta  the  easteia  langoages,  were  amoag  their  first 
«li|{eets«  Stadeafs  aader  their  pafroaa|^  were  fitted 
fbr  anssioaary  laboarsi  aad  aa  aaaoal  sermon  was  insti- 
tated  at  MaekAriars  €hareh,  oa  Whit-Taesday,  ia  aid 
af  tba  saeiety.  A  ftw  years  sinee  this  soeiety  altered 
its  orlgiaai  desigaatiaa  ta  Trb  CiiVRoa  Missiomart 
BooiKTT  roa  Missions  to  Afrtoa,  &«.  This  chaage 
af  praameat  deaigaatioa  gave  offbaee  to  some  leadiag 
aMa,  eopemlly  to  episeopalians  in  other  soeieties  esta- 
blished far  missioaary  parposes,  partiealarly  the  Mis- 
.siaaary  Soeiety.  It  was  thoaght,  that,  deaominatiag 
this  tha  ekwrch  Missionary  Soeiety  stamped  the  other, 
the  older  aad  the  greater,  as  a  seetarian  soeiety,  while 
the  Missionary  Soeiety  had  eoneeired  itaelf  to  have  beea 
iastltated  apon  priaeipleii  rather  oathaKe,  thaa  seeta* 
rian,  as  it  exeladed  from  its  dtreetioo  neither  episeopa- 
liaas,  Latberaat,  presbyterians.  iadependente  nor  metho* 
dists,  bat  gladly  cmbraeod  all  these.  It  is  diiieolt  to 
say  what  we  are  to  understaad  by  the  Cknrth  Misstoa- 
ary  Soeiety.  The  church  of  England  missiaaary  Sa- 
eiety it  eaaaot  be,  that  ehareh  diselainn  it  as  seetariaa 
aad  disorderly  f  tlie  seetaries  disapprore  of  the  dc»ig- 
BAtioa  beaaaso  they  thiiricit  is  as  araei  a  Totaalary  and 
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independent  loeiet j  at  anj  other  in  the  land  inttitated 
for  similar  objects.  These  will  be  the  misonderstaad- 
ings  where  there  are  chnrehmen  and  dissenters*  Bat, 
nolwithstandingy  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  good  will  is  enl- 
tivated  by  both  parties  and  that  the  ehnreh  society  is 
carrying  on  a  great  work  both  in  Africa  and  Asia^  and 
that  time  will  show  its  operations,  in  the  eon  version  of 
thoasandsin  heathen  lands  to  the  faith  of  the  gospel.  Dr; 
Buchanan's  ^*  Researches"  eoatriboted  greatly  to  the 
Aid  of  this  mission ;  and  sinee  the  death  of  that  great 
man,  other  clergymen  of  great  ability,  with  seme  of  the 
eolonial  chaplains  appointed  by  the  British  geTcmmeatf 
eontribote  a  weight  of  labour  in  forwarding  the  designs 
of  the  institution.  ' 

ThS    SOOISTT    POR    FROMOTIKO    CflElSTlAV    KltOW- 

L£Dos  and  The  Sooistt  for  fropaoatim^  the  Oos^ 
PEL  IN  FOREiojf  FABTs,  arc  the  legitiaMte  oflspring  ef 
the  churchi  they  are  supported  by  all  ranks  of  the  clergj 
and  laity.  The  progress  and  atlainments  ef  ether 
societies  have  stirred  up  the  directors  ef  these  to  cen- 
siderable  zeal  and  diligence.  Within  the  last  eight  or 
ten  years  these  societies  have  employed  more  meant  in 
the  promotion  of  Christianity  than  were  attempted  for 
half  a  century  before.  There  is  one  other  institution 
which  seems  to  belong  to  the  church,  though  I  beHcre 
it  was  set  on  fsot  by  the  CFaagelical  party,  it  it  the 
Prater  Book  amp  Homilt  Sooiett,  by  meant  ef 
which  the  formularict  of  the  church  with  her  ancient  and 
real  di^rinet,  are  widely  circulated  among  the  poorer 
membert  of  that  communion. 

Tlie  church  of  England  extendt  her  pale  to  Irelahd. 
But  what  with  the  zeal  and  taeeest  of  the  papacy  en 
oue  band,  and  the  want  of  tpirituality  and  ef  godly 
parish  iniairtert  in  tho  CfisfcfMy  ^n  the  ether^  Ireland 
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kM  iMg  bMB  a  depleraUe  tmml  Jwtoiwi :  iigbt  ■ 
kraiUBg  is,  hot  it  dMS  Mt  eMie  fm»  Ike  kiermrckf • 
Tke  ckw»h  «f  Bnglud  sIm  cxteodb  Imt  intwBrs,  if 
Mi  hBT  pde,  U  Ike  •obnet.  la  Ivdia  a  kiml  aT  esta- 
kliikainat  kai  bMS  ereeted  wHk  a  Right  Rerercal 
Bkhop  at  Ike  kcad  ef  it :  tke  eAet  tins  e«t«blMNM«t 
will  preAMe  apim  miMieaary  lahMin  in  Asia,  rmaiai 
jet  le  lie  teea.  A)»ta  6ro<ia  kat  reeeived  a  biskop  aal 
Ikere  is  iIm  skaiev  ef  aa  ntaUisliaieat  tiiere,  but  j«Mt 
as  fiiras  that  ofiteepaej  eiteads  ifs  iaaeeaee  so  l«r  11 
pffevents  tke  spread  ef  tke  gospel  ef  t'krist.  la  ike 
iilaa^i  wkiek  are  eoleaized,  aad  ia  elker  settleneole, 
ekereh  ekt^gTOwa  are  appointed  as  efcaplniofi,  or  me 
miMioaaries,  and  fre^entlj  these  two  offiees  eentre  ia 
tke  sMie  BMB,  witk  the  eeaimissieB  ef  a  nagistrnte  at- 
tiehrd  A  great  prepertioB  ef  these  niiaisters  de  ne- 
tkiag  towards  premoting  the  ChrWtiaB  religion,  as  their 
ewB  herrcn  reports  will  show.  There  is  one  thing  how- 
efer  they  do  |  thej  hrow  heat  missionaries  and  ministers 
Aem  other  eommanions,  tnen  who  do  the  duties  them* 
iolTes  negleel,  they  abet  their  perseention,  their  im- 
prisenment  and  even  their  hanishment.  The  writer 
slates  not  these  things  with  an  air  ef  eomplaeeney,  Ibr 
it  is  a  matter  deeply  to  be  regretted,  nor  are  these  things 
asserted  apon  bear  hmr  ssy,  he  has  seen  same  Itrely 
eamples  of  them  4a  several  instaoees,  and  thinks  it  his 
inty  to  reeerd  tke  Ikets.  It  iso^ing  to  this  spirit  tknt 
papery  kas  gotten  soeh  root  in  the  eelonies,  a  popidi 
priest  will  be  fostered  and  eneonraged  by  epkeopal 
elergymen,  while  a  dissenting  minister  will  be  perte^ 
ented  and  sileneed.  On  aeeooiit  of  these  things  freqnent 
i^peals  are  nwde  to  the  British  legislatore,  and  to  the 
praise  of  the  parent  government,  these  appeals  aro 
wllkeeqmeti  and  Ike  %ltq;ed'grieTanee8  gene- 
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rallj  redretaed.  A  lioo  of  diilMetiMi  is  U  be  irawa 
between  liieno  dppMrluieiiU  of  governmeBt  wliiefa  are 
purely  eivil^  and  tbaie  whteb  are  purely  eccleeiasUeaK. 
SooTLAMD  preaente  an  established  religion  in  ite  out- 
vard  figure  and  ebaraeter  very  little  superior  to  the 
•feeders  and  sectaries  without  her  pale.  Presbyterian 
isn  distinguishes  the  church,  and  with  few  exceptions 
it  does  equally  so  the  communions  wbieh  hare  with* 
dcawn  from  the  establishment.  The  doctrine  of  the 
church  of  Scolland,  like  that  of  the  church  of  Englaihl; 
u  truly  evangelical,  but  a  great  body  of  the  clergy  in 
their  preaching  are  very  far  removed  from  this  form  of 
•aand  words  :  but  report  says,  that  the  clerical  charac*^ 
Cer»  and  the  character  of  the  pnblic  miniitry  are  daily  im^ 
^raving^  and  returning  to  primitive  and  apostolic  purity^ 


CHAPTER  III. 

Britisb  Nom-oonformist  Churohks. 

fiumd^B  opinion'''JV^mberfffCkmgregaHons.'^PM£SBr'' 
^MMiJNs.  Ikelim  in  Doctrine — Dr.  PriestUy^^Soci* 
fiumtfm-— Zotr  and  deflate  state-^Compared  with 
IndependentB.^^CoNGREGjrjoNjLJsrs.  Doctrine  and 
Jtfiiiiitsrs  LahaurBand  Talents — Ai8ociations.^^BAP* 
nsfs.  General  and  Particular.'^CjiLviNisrjc  Me* 
tmatttsrs.  High  Doctrine — Harmonize  unth  Inde* 
femdemte^'^WESTLBTAv  Methodists.  Increase  and 
mmfar  Br.Clarke,^^DjrEMs  sects.  Moravian^^ 
JShmdewumianS'^^uakers. 

^  Tss  opinion  of  bishop  Burnet,  that  noa-aonformity 
ipmM  be  re$  uniuB  mMU  (a  thin|;  of  ona  age)  haa  been 
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alreadj  pr«red  4eftitiite  of  tnrtk  lit  Imtory 
Ihit  period  wiH  nore  alMndantiy  CMifate  IW  epweapd 
prediclioii.  Il  eui  imw  bettt  «a  eiisteBca  ^f  &  InnidM 
and  fifty  yeart,  aad  betrays  ne  eynptwMe  «f  Msilily  er 
decay;  but  ttill  relaiat  all  tlie  narki  of  yaatUbl 
vigour."  Oae  weald  have  thaaglit  Uiat  Baraei  bad 
known  the  ebaraeter  of  tbe  aoibcoafomieti  better,  bet 
it  it  no  nneenmeo  tbing  for  nrodem  propbcte  lo  pre- 
diet  upon  tbe  iaepiration  of  tbeir  prejadtees,  rath^  ibaa 
by  the  dietatet  of  tbeir  onderttaadingi. 

The  namber  of  ^diieenting  eoagregatiaaa  giren  liy 
Neal  in  1716  wbicb  wa  bave  stated  page  tk9%^  wai  ia- 
distinet  if  not  incorreet,  there  was  no  dietiaetiaa  between 
presbyterfan  and  independent,  the  total  Baaiber  Boclad- 
ing  baplitU  wai  1160.  Mr.  Tbampsoa,  a  baptist  miais- 
ter  has  Csmished  a  list  in  177J  whieb  is  eonsidered  af 
applying  to  tbe  state  of  the  ebarebes  for  tbe  date  of 
twelve  years  before  that  period.  He  states  tbe  peedo- 
baptiit  eongregatioos,  (it  is  presomed  be  neass  both 
pretbjterian  and  independent)  at  SOS^  and  the  baptists 
at  4i9,  making  a  total  of  tMfk  BogUB  and  BaaM 
bare  giren  a  eatalogae  of  tbese  ebarebes  for  Ike  date 
assigned  to  this  ehapter  thus-— 

aaoIAiax  Fh^j iwim m.   IndcpwSwrWQ.    BipttefSS.   Totalun. 
WALES.    ••.•!>•..•     SSf.      •       .    ITS.      •       .41B. 

.       .    S7S.    •       .       •    t0t4.      •       .     TM.    •        .  SBtt. 

By  (hit  eaieulalion  it  appears  that  tbe  inereaae  of  tbe 
eborches  in  about  thirty  years  was  a  great  way  lowmrdt 
double,  and  when  we  take  into  our  view  tbe  new  seeti 
Ibrined  of  the  followers  of  Mr.  Whitfield,  that  tyciaate 
will  be  in  a  still  greater  proportion.  These  seats  will 
bo  notieed  in  their  proper  plaee :  at  present  our  altei- 
tion  muft  be  directed  to  the  three  denominatioiia  af  re- 
gular dissenters  at  they  appear  in  tbe  abore  Kst* 

The  Phksbytxbiahs  for  the  last  twenty  yeiM's,  %jmk  w* 
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de«d  Ibr  tome  yeftps  before,  have  been  rapidly  falling  in* 
to  deeay*  **  At  the  end  of  ^^oeen  Anne'e  reign  tbej  ftrm- 
cd  at  least  two-thirds  of  the  whole  diioenting  body;  at* 
present  they  do  not  exceed  a  twentieth  part  of  the  three' 
denominations.  Though  their  congregations,  as  stated* 
in  the  list,  bear  a  mnch  larger  proportion,  they  are  in 
general  so  small,  that  with  few  exceptions,  it  would  re« 
qaire  five  or  six  of  them  to  compose  one  of  a  moderafo 
size.  But  Ibr  the  endowments  of  pioos  Cahrinists  of 
eld,  some  scores  more  of  them  most  haye  been  shut  up, 
and  the  Arian  and  Soeinian  preacher  fairly  starved  out.'' 
The  presbyterian  dissenters  have  for  many  years  ceased 
to  be  a  presbyteriai{. church  ;  at  present  they  have  no 
Testige  of  that  ancient  discipline,  nor  do  they  discover 
any  disposition  to  reorganize  themselves  as  such.  In  the 
'time  and  during  the  popularity  of  Dr.  Priestley,  all  these 
Arian  and  Sociniau  societies,  by  one  consent,  seemed  tor 
wish  no  other  designation  than  Unitarian.  They  had 
been  known,  and  perhaps  in  some  measnre  still  are,  by 
the  title  of  RaHanal  Dissenters  ;  but  Unitarian  is  their 
pres«it  and  self  imposed  designation,  by  which  they 
speak  of  themselves,  and  by  whicb'they  wish  others  to 
speak  of  them. 

It  is  hardly  necessary  to  say  that  one  grand  cause,  and 
the  chief  one,  of  the  decay  and  denotation  of  these 
elMrches  is  their  departure  from  all  the  great  and  pecu* 
Bar  truths  of  Christianity.  Than  this  departure  ft*om 
flw  faith  of  their  forefalhem,  notfiiiig  eonid  be  more  di- 
rectly ealenlated  to  thin  and  rain  their  communion.  In 
Sttgland  there  is  an  entablished  episcopacy,  to  this 
ehnrch  go  all  the  great  and  the  fashionable,  and  most  of 
the  rich,  and  indeed  every  class  that  would  preserve  their 
name  in  hmu/uroMe  society.  Hence  in  a  few  years  the 
fiiivg  geBcnition  of  this  claM  of  diuenters  left  the  ra*- 
8  D  J9 
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tiMial  or  UnitariaB  fellowship  and  preferred  th»  ebvch; 
tbej  had  sot  reli^oD  eDoagh  to  keep  tkem  pajiag  ebardi 
Tmtes  umI  tithei,  which  all  ditoeDten  are  eooipelled  to 
doy  aad  thea  oapport  their  own  miai^teri  aad  elurehco 
afterwardt.  8appo»e  the  episeopaej  were  ^j  lav  et* 
iablithed  in  llatsaebotetts,  and  the  ofieers  of  eoart 
worshipped  under  the  steeple  and  bell  of  this  splendid 
eftablishnent,  while  eon^regationalisU  were  pnahtd  ap 
into  lanes  and  allejs  in  obseure  and  confined  eonrcn- 
tides,  how  long  wonld  there  be  nine  Unitarian  ehnrebea 
in  Boston  ? 

The  Unitarians  have  made  some  exertions  to  kecy^ 
alive  aad  to  increase  their  societies,  the^r  haTc  not  tatlea 
bj  neglect  alto||;ether.  Towards  the  close  of  the  last 
oentnry  thej  eircolated  man^r  thoa«ands  of  iracta,  foms- 
ing  scTcn  or  eight  dnodecimo  Tolumes,  entitled  UmUmri' 
an  Tracts.  But  these  little  pamphlets,  designed  for  tlic 
perusal  of  the  common  people,  being  ii^ttdicioBslj  writtca 
in  too  learned  a  style,  were  not  understood,  nor  even  read, 
bj  that  class  of  the  communitj  for  ^hich  thej  were  de- 
signed. Common  readers  were  soon  brought  to  a  staad  by 
the  occurrence  of  %ih  and  A^yn  ]  ^nd  then  a  direct  at- 
tack upon  the  character  of  a  Divine  Savioar  so  alanaed 
them,  that  the  books  were  thrown  aside  and  the  pn^t 
failed.  To  the  sjstem  of  theological  traeU  were  added 
some  attempU  at  an  itinerent  and  Tillage  miaiatfy,  bitf 
this  also  fails :  preaching  a  Divine  Jesni,  as  Lord  aad 
Christ,  is  the/oo/isAitess  ofprtacking,  in  the  estiwitinn 
of  these  wise  ones,  but  when  they  more  wisely  preaeh 
another  Jesus,  it  becomes /oo/isA  preaekitig  indeed  aad 
produces  no  effect,  except  it  be  to  discover  the  ill^tima- 
oy  of  the  wisdom  of  such  preachers*  In  the  eonntiet  off 
I^ancaster  and  Devon  are  found  the  metropolitaa  sees  off 
Unitarianism,  and  here,  in  assoeiitioas,  iho  pitaahtm 
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iMMt  of  ^<  our  charehet,''  bat  wilh  the  exception  of  the»o 
ft  Reviewer  tajt  joa  may  take  your  horse  and  ride  from 
John  o  Groat's  house  to  the  LaniPs  end  and  hardly  too 
one  ot^  our  ehnrebes."  In  London  the^  hare  scarcely  a 
name,  and  no  popularity*  Take  the  four  eountiea  of 
tbe  metropolis  together,  and  what  do  they  present  ? 

UWDLKUUL  Unitariaa  Confregitioot,  SO       Indepcodeou  SS 
ESSEX  ....  1--47 

KENT  ...  7  .  .       2S 

SURaY  ....  1  .  .       30 

Tout  30  141 

*Attd  even  in  these  counties  where  Unitarianism  it  said 
to  triumph  what  is  the  fact  ?  In  Lancashire  there  are 
88  Unitarian  and  57  Independents.  In  DeTonshire  it 
Unitariaas  and  80  Independents,  hi  the  four  northern 
aeonties  of  Bngland  the  old  presbyterian  churches  gen- 
erally preponderate,  but  it  must  be  remembered  that 
they  have  retained  their  orthodoxy,  and  are  in  connexion 
with  the  Scottish  presbyteries,  Cumberland  15  Presbyte- 
riant,  7  Independents.  Durham  14  Presbyterians,  a 
Independents.  Northumberland  37  Presbyter ians*  7  In- 
dependents. Westmoreland  2  Presbyterians,  4  Indepen- 
dents. 8ix  of  the  London  presbyterian  congregationt 
are  Scotch,  they  are  orthodox  and  flourishing,  but  it  can- 
not be  said  that  the  grace  and  favour  of  the  Spirit  or 
the  smiles  of  providence  are  upon  any  circle  of  Unitari- 
an eburcbet  in  the  British  Empire.  If  these  statements 
are  said  to  be  illiberal  and  severe  I  can  only  say  that 
the  statement  is  true,  and  timely,  and  truth,  because  it  it 
trath,  is  a  very  illiberal  and  severe  thing. 

^  The  nnlawfttl  trnce  with  error,  which  was  too  long 
the  sin  of  the  dissenters,  and  which  did  more  mischief- 
than  any  form  of  warfare,  was  broken''  a  little  before 
the  close  of  the  last  century.  To  Dr.  Priestley  must  be 
mttrihiited,  in  a  great  degree,  the  violation  of  the  unholy 
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league^ With  a  rtry  jast  and  inviolable  attaeimtent  to 
liberty  of  opinion^  nnfellered  by  interftrenee  of  the  eifil 
power,  he  displayed  in  advaneed  life  a  zeal  for  hif  po- 
oaliar  prioeiples  whieh  broke  all  teroit  with  thooe  who 
opp4Mod  his  ereed.'^  Dr.  Priestlej  wat  lor  do  middle 
eonrae,  and  Mr  Bt* Uham  has  honestly  advocated  the 
aaoie  deetsion  ;  by  whieh  means  the  orthodox  were  led  to 
•oe«  that  the  Arian  departure  fh>m  the  faith  led  directly 
to  Hoeinianism,  and  that  **  nnitarianism  was  nothing  bat 
deism  baptized  with  the  Christian  name,''  and  that, 
timngh,  they  had  long  hesitated  whether  it  were  not 
oehiooi  to  divide  the  ehurehes,  yet  now  they  plainly  saw 
that  to  hold  any  eomraunion  uith  saeh  principles  was 
ahaolole  heresy,  **  To  this  decision  of  miad  in  the 
friends  of  evangelieal  troth,  the  character  of  its  eaeabeo 
powerfblly  oontribnted.  Ihe  tendencies  of  the  new  syo* 
torn  beoame  every  day  more  manifest  in  the  sceptical 
ooidnesa  of  its  disciples,  and  their  entire  confomsitj  to 
the  world.  For  with  the  faith  they  shook  off  the  prao* 
Ikes  of  the  first  Ibondcrs  of  dissent.  The  morality  of 
the  Sabbath  was  denied,  and  visiting  on  that  day  grew 
into  fkahiob.  Theatres  were  represented  as  innoccBt 
aoeneo  of  amosements,  and  the  card  table  was  warmly 
recommended  by  Priestley's  ovvn  example.  The  com« 
pletc  amalgamation  with  the  world  whieh  prerailed 
aaMng  the''  Unitarians  ^*  Ainne^  a  disgraccfol  exeeptios 
to  the  general  tmth  of  the  remark  that  the  tUsmni^rs  mnt 
A  reUgimu  body.  But  every  day  rendered  this  dedoe* 
tion,  from  their  original  exeellenee  of  character  amali* 
or ;  for  while  the  other  denominations  were  rapidly  in- 
oreaaing,  the  desolating  eliect  of  error  redoced  the''  de* 
generate  «  presbytcrians  to  a  very  small  proportion  of 
the  whole.  The  departure  of  the  gospel  anniliilateA 
many  congregatioBSi  and  left  the  high  oharohmett  to  i»- 
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toltover  their  ruined  wftlls,  or  write  opon  their  closed 
doors  a  meeting-house  to  let ;  while  the  orthodox  dissen- 
ter would  inscribe  Ichahodj  the  glory  is  departed^ 

The    Indepbnpents      or     Gonobboationalist^. 
^Buring    this  period  have  continued  steadily  to    in- 
erease,  and  at  the  present  time  they  have  a  greater  num- 
ber of  congregations  than  either  of  the  two  other  denom- 
inations.  Their  original  principles  both  in  doctrine  and 
discipline  they  still   retain ;  and  it  may  be  confidently 
asserted  that  no  one  class  of  ministers  in  any  ecclesiastic 
eal  body  of  protestants  in  the  world,  are  more  united  in 
, their  religious  sentimcDts.     They  now  form  the  largest 
body  among  the  English  dissenters,  and  what  redounda 
to  their  honour  in  the  highest  degree,  no  one  denomina- 
tion of  Christians  on  the  face  of  the  earth  can  boast  of 
io  great  a  number  of  ministers  who  preach  the  gospel  im 
parity  as  the  English  Independents ;  and,  as  a  body^ 
none  in  a  more  judicious  manner.     Men  of  rery  pro* 
found  learning  among  them  are  not  numerous.    They 
have  no   sinecures  by  means  of  which  scholars  can 
spend  their  years   in  uninterrnpted  literary  pursaits. 
They  are  all  men  of  action,  and  their  studies  are  blend* 
ed  with  the  labours  of  the  pulpit,  and  the  care  of  a  coa« 
gregation.    At  the  same  time  there  are  fewer  of  then 
Ignorant  of  theology  than  in  any  other  body.    The  gene- 
rality possess  that  portion  of  knowledge  of  the  truths  of 
aacred  scripture,  and  of  those  things  which  may  be  call* 
ed  the  peculiar  science  of  gospel  ministers,  which  quali- 
fies them  for  the  duties  of  their  office.  To  the  honour  of 
the  younger  ministers  it  may  be  mentioned,  that  there 
never  was  a  greater  spirit  of  improvement,  nor  a  mere 
eager  desire  to  acquire  that  knowledge  which  is  nest 
important  to  the  service  of  the  sanctuary.'' 
The  duties  and  labours  of  independent  ministers  are 
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geaermllj  great.    Thej  in  mott  of  the  larger  tewM 
preaeh  three  timet  on  the  Sabbath  to  their  own  peeple. 
Miniiterfywhote  places  of  worship  are  so  sitaated  aa  Bot 
U  fkyonr  the  collecting  of  an  ereniog  congregation,  giBo- 
erall^  preaeh  a  lectiife  in  some  village  or  hamlet  whore 
a  congregation  can  begathered)  and  besides  theee  three 
senriees  on  the  Lord's  day,  they  usoall  j  preach  once  al 
home  in  the  week,  and  often  once  in  some  neighbouriog 
parish,  where  the  gospel  is  not  dispensed  in  a  more  or- 
dinary waj.     With  the  English  dissenters  it  is  a  com- 
mMk  ihinjg  to  institute  meetings  for  preaching  in  any  of 
the  nearer  parishee  where  the  established  clcrfgrmea  ia 
oat  evangelica],  they  have  no  scruple  of  preaching  in 
another  minister's   parish,  provided  that  other  minia- 
ter  neglects  to  do  his  duty,  or  preaches  another  gospel. 
It  tft  by  these  means,  deemed  irregular  and  ofBcione  bf 
iome^  that  the  dissenters  build  up  their  own  church  in 
parllenlar,  and  the  church  of  Christ  in  general:  they 
nsnalfy  pay  more  respect  to  the  claims  of  the  souls  of 
men,  than  to  mere  standing  order,  and  parochial  domin- 
ation.   The  reading  of  written  sermons  in  the  pulpit  it 
now  almost  universally  exploded :  il  is  true  some  preaeh^ 
on  have  neither  ability  to  compose  nor  to  deliver  ser- 
MOM,  and  yet  they  have  congregations ;  such  preachers 
vrtlMielbnnd  in  every  church,  and  more  especially  where 
tlMre  is  such  a  licentious  pulpit  as  there  is  in  Bogland. 
Bit  the  greater  part  of  the  independent  ministers  com- 
pose their  sermons  carefully  and  systematically,  some 
writing  more  and  others  less,  but  their  eompositiuns  coa<> 
tistehiely  of  ideas,  with  which  they  imbue  their  minds 
and  then  the  passion  of  a  public  speaker  furnishes  natn- 
Bal  language  ealeulated  to  rouse  and  to  affect  the  aodi- 
onee.     Young  preachers  usually  write  their  diseonrses 
and  eomoMt  them  to  memory,  by  which  means  they  gain 
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a  tatte  for  composition,  and  obtain  the  art  of  pnblie 
•peaking,  hot  a«  the  preacher  grown  older,  and  hit  du- 
ties increase,  thin  method  is  gradual  I J  laid  aside  and 
the  former  one  settled  upon.  Some  of  the  best  sermons 
in  the  present  age  were  composed^nd  delirered  in  this 
waj,  the  sentiment  studied  and  the  expression  extempo* 
raneous.  This  will  apply  to  erangelieal  preachers  of 
all  the  denominations  both  in  and  out  of  the  establish- 
ment. Specimens  we  have  in  the  printed  sermons  of 
Bogue,iay,  Hall,  Lowell,  Collyer,  Hyatt,  Styles,  Full- 
er, Newton,  Scott  with  some  others  most  of  whom  could 
not  deliver  their  sermons  with  so  much  grace,  sty Ic,  cor- 
rectness and  effect  with  notes  as  without  them. 

Independents  have  ministerial  and  congregational 
Associations.  These  are  generally  in  country  districts 
and  the  meeting  held  semi-annually.  An  union  has  late* 
ly  been  attempted  by  which  to  associate  all  the  churches 
in  the  nation  :  the  plan  is  similar  to  the  Consociations 
of  New  England,  some  years  are  necessary  to  give  the 
design  character  and  effect.  Ordination  in  this  body  is 
eonducted  much  after  the  congregational  plan  of  this 
country,  only  the  right  hand  of  fellowship  is  not  praetis* 
sd,  but  a  confession  of  faith  is  expected  from  the  eandi- 
lates.  What  has  been  stated  on  the  order  of  independ- 
mts  as  it  respects  preaching,  ordination  and  associations 
irill  apply  pretty  much  to  the  Baptists,  whose  standing 
n  the  dissenting  phalanx  is  next  to  the  independents. 
Their  peculiar  sentiments  as  baptists  are  too  well  known 
very  where  to  need  any  detail  in  this  place.  This  de- 
lomination  is  divided  into  two  classes,  ^^encraj  and  f^ar- 
icular.  The  General  Baptists  are  Arminian  and  Uni- 
arian,  and  sharing  the  same  fate  as  their  elder  alliei 
he  Socinian  pre^byterians.  **  Four  of  their  congregations 
a  Ltmdon  some  years  ago  were  united  in  one."    The 
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iej  hand  of  SoeiDiaDism  ehilU  and  blasts  eyerj  thio^  U 
tonekes.  ^  Some  few  of  this  sect  ha^e  aimed  at  a  aors 
orthodox  ereed  and  contended  for  experimental  religton, 
those  are  called  the  JWir  Ckmnexion  ;  their  eon^rega- 
tions  are  about  sixty  in  number  and  prevail  mostly  is  the 
midland  counties.  The  Particular  Baptuts  are  profess- 
edly CaWinists,  but  somewhat  higher  spiced  than  their 
brethren,  the  independents.  Dr.  Gill  is  with  manj  the 
standard  of  failh.  A  doctrinal  antinomianism  preTails 
so  much  as  to  be  deeply  lamented  by  the  more  pioos  and 
judicious,  who  ascribe  this  corruption  to  the  prejudieea 
which  so  prevail  against  an  educated  ministry.  The 
high  honours  deservedly  conferred  on  the  learned  bap* 
tist  missionaries  in  India,  will  it  is  hepai  plead  for  a 
hotter  qualified  teacher  in  the  churches  at  home.  Soma 
Bioisters  however,  of  aHainments  inferior  to  none  in  any 
denomination,  a^rn  and  edify  the  baptist  churches. 

Calvinistio  Methodists,  including  the  followers  of 
QtiOTgt  Whitfield  and  the  connexion  established  by  the 
CowiUes  of  Huntingdon^  have  in  the  whole  ktngdons 
about  60  places  of  worship,  in  London  these  chapels  are 
very  large  and  much  crowded,  all  of  the  London  chap- 
els taken  together  contain  not  less  than  30,000  people, 
flyper-calvinism  has  prevailed  much  in  this  denomina- 
tion, but  the  more  immediate  disciples  of  Whitfield  are 
less  tinctured  with  it  than  the  others.  There  is  so  maeh 
hfirmony  and  union  of  interest  and  of  exertion  betweea 
this  body  of  Christians  and  the  independents,  that  their 
history  is  mutually  and  happily  blended.  This  elass  of 
seceders,  more  than  any  other  contributes  to  the  iuerease 
of  the  independents:  their  chapels,  in  many  of  whieh 
the  episcopal  ceremonies  are  adopted,  become  the  first 
step  of  departure  from  the  mother  church,  here  they  ob* 
Uin  a  taste  for  gospel  preaching,  and  lose  their  high  n^ 
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lion  of  eccletiaitieal  regularity ;  and  as  the  spirit  vf 
Cbristianily  advances,  they  lend  an  ear  to  the  ministry 
)f  other  denominations.  From  this  quarter  andthrougk 
hese  means,  the  independents  and  baptists  gain  nume- 
-out  followers.  In  Wales  the  CaWinistie  Methodists 
tare  flourished  greatly  ;  their  ehapeb  amount  to  three 
lundred  :  and  their  societies  are  computed  at  80,000 
nembers  :  their  preachers  are  chiefly  itinerant. 

Wesletan  Methodists,  since  the  commencement 
f  the  century,  have  made  astonishing  progress.  The 
ongregations  they  have  collected,  and  the  numerona 
nd  elegant  chapels  they  hltve  erected  in  all  the  great 
>wns  in  the  nation,  give  the  highest  proof  of  their  zeal, 
udofthe  wisdom  of  their  plans.  A  detail  of  these 
lings  maj  be  seen  in  their  Magazine,  a  publication 
hich  contains  a  general  record  of  their  transactions, 
'hey  have  four  or  five  very  large  chapels  in  the  me- 
opolis  in  uhich  they  collect  a  body  of  people  consist* 
ig  of  8  or  10,000  souls.  The  want  of  a  better  inform- 
I  ministry  is  much  lamented  by  tome,  but  this  denomi- 
it  ion  is  ornamented  with  that  great  scholar  Dr.  Adam 
(arke  whose  Commentary  on  the  Bible  is  considered  by 
any  as  a  standard  of  the  Wesleyan  doctrine. 
Divers  Sects.  **  Hie  Moravians  eau  scarcely  be 
nsidered  as  an  increasing  body :  oor  can  it  be  said 
at  of  late  they  have  eagerly  sought  to  augment  their 
mbers.  On  this  account  they  merit  reprehension.'* 
ndemanians  and  Swedenhorgians  are  too  ineonsidera- 
\  to  deserve  notice  among  other  sects  which  so  prepon- 
rate.  The  Quakers  cannot  be  said  to  be  an  increasing 
•t :  their  number  is  rated  at  about  ^,000.  Their 
iraeter  has  much  risen  of  late  in  the  interest  they  have 
lexk  in  the  Bible  Society  and  in  the  establishment  of 
vools  for  the  imtmction  of  the  poor. 

aB 
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PCBLIO  LffTXTVTIOlff  IM  BeiTAIV. 

Univer8itie9^IHste$tHng  Seminaries — BapHei^  MMei' 
iaiMnd  LentUm  mMiseiammf  SocieHes-^BriUsk  ami 
Foreign  Bible  Soeieif— Tract  and  Sundrntf  Scheti 
Societiee^^ewM  Soeieiif'^SetroepecL 

The  Uhivxrsitibs  of  Oxfoed  and  Cambeidgx, 
Ibote  immeiitte  liferftry  foundEtionsy  receive  oolj  mem- 
bert  of  the  ehurcb  of  EngUnd.  Here  the  first  Bon-eoii- 
formUUi  were  educated,  but  they  then  belonged  to  the 
•otEblished  church,  or  it  was  at  the  time  wheo  Crom- 
well Beutralized  those  illiberal  itatutes  by  which  tbos^ 
HDJntt  distiDctioos  had,  and  since  have  been  made. 
^  Were  enlightened  and  candid  reason  to  speak^ic  w^uld 
declare  that  the  nniyersities  were  national  property,  eon- 
tecrated  to  the  preservation  of  sound  learning  in  the 
kingdom,  and  that  to  this  purpose  they  ought  to  he  de- 
Toted,  without  any  sectarian  distinctions.  Aa  loa|;  u 
the  m^^rity  of  the  English  are  attached  to  the  eatab^ 
lished  church,  she  will  have  a  majority  of  her  sooa  en< 
joying  the  l»enefits  of  these  institutions,  and  reapini 
alone  the  harvest  of  tithes  in  the  gift  of  the  eell^^es 
tout  the  dissenters  of  every  name  are  in  all  reaaon,  cnti; 
tied  to  such  a  share  of  the  literary  advantages  of  th 
nniversities  as  is  eqnivalent  to  their  portion  of  tke  pop^ 
Illation  and  wealth  of  the  country,  and  the  share  the} 
eontrtfaute  to  the  exigences  of  the  state.  As,  bowev^, 
a  thorn  hedge  of  oaths  and  subscriptions  and  regiiJmlioa^ 
is  raised  ftr  their  exdosion^  it  becomea  tbaa  to  prawid^ 
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Tor  tl^mselvat  an  inttitation  which  shall  pottett  all  the 
real  ad?aQtagefl  of  the  anivertities.  The  disteatiii|^  . 
aeademiet  allow  only  a  certain  number  of  years  for  ed« 
uealion,  in  most  of  them  but  three  or  four,  and  when  a 
stttdent  has  arrived  at  the  close  of  his  term,  he  must  re- 
tire  to  make  room  for  others,  though  he  may  have  only 
fast  learned  to  aspire  after  higher  acquisitions.  It  is 
troe  the  nniverstties  of  8eotland  are  accessible,  and  a 
fe.fv  English  dissenters  are  usually  found  attending  the 
leetnres  of  the  northern  professors,  but  the  distance  is 
gresU^and  to  those  who  have  no  connexions  beyond  the 
Tweed,  appears  formidable  \  while  other  considerations. 
alea  operate  to  prevent  many  from  resorting  to  thosQ 
seats  of  learning." 

It  may  be  asked,  why  the  dissenters  do  not  unite 'their 
strength  and  influence  and  erect  a  college  upon,  a  grand 
seale?  But  my  American  reader  will  remember  that 
tke  ebureh  of  Snaiand  has  i^randized  all  the  grand 
reTenoes  %  that  ehureh  looks,  with  a  jealous  eye  upon  ev<» 
cry  rising  oumnment  of  the  snctarles ;  if  a  college  were 
planned  and  endowed  it  must  be  chartered,  but  upon  ap* 
plieation  te  tke  legislature  for  that  deed,  ten  thousand 
beneficed  ecclesiastics,  and  a  host  of  dignitaries  would  lift 
up  their  voice  against  the  grant.  Dissenters  must  be 
content  with  humbly  institutions,  and  be  thankful  for 
them :  but  it  is  humiliating  to  submit  tq  these  proseripf 
tions  and  interdictions  as  the  writer  can  testify.  What 
are  a  few  months,  say  two  or  three  years,  applied  to  the 
radicals  and  roots  of  the  classics,  to  the  study  of  theology, 
and  a  side-glance  at  the  sciences,  and  the  latter  part  of 
this  time  mneh  oeenpied  in  the  composition  and  delivery 
of  sermons  ?  It  is  true  some  individuals  have  risen  supe- 
rior te  all  these  obstacles  and  beeoose  great  in  spite  of 
grett  hiadectneet.    Que  whe  miw  oecupies  the  diTiutjr 
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ebair   ia  a  di«tentiiig  seminary,  entered  on  Uitt  ane 
foondatioB  about  twenty -two  jean  a^,  with  the  knot* 
Uigt  of  notoagne  bat  tlie  English,  and  thatrerj  inper* 
Aetly.     Here  the  latin  grammar,  for  the  int  tiiM,  vn 
pat  into  bit  band,  in  a  week  the  whole  of  itt  neeesnry 
partt  were  in  bit  mind ;  and  in  the  firtt  three  ntiitklR 
kad  to  improf  ed  bit  time  as  to  be  able  to  applj  the  nln 
•f  the  Greek  grammar  to  the  original  of  the  New  Teiti. 
wttnt    At  the  end  of  four  yeart  he  left  the  iiititttiti  i 
•eholar  and  a  dirine.    After  tixteen  yeart  bttiiding  npn 
tUi  fbandatioB,  all  whieb  time  be  bad  theearerfaeti- 
■iderable  ebureb,  he  wat  ealled  to  pretide  ui  that  sane 
•eminary  ia  whieb  a  few  yeart  before  he  had  beea  oae  e( 
itt  hamUett  pnpilt.    The  writer  it  well  aware  tbattke 
pmfoaad  eritic  in   looking  hattily  over   thete  ptgn 
will  pereeiTe  no  tneb  giant  atlainmentt  in  bin,  be  It* 
menit  daily  and  inereatingly  these  defieieneet,  bat  h 
ibe  American  lelioUr  remember  tha  vast  disproptHin 
betw^n  the  meant  of  improTement  at  HARVARD  «v 
at  YALE,  and  choie  p^nnM  by  a  raw  dnidgins  jrafc- 
mMH  In  a  dittenting  academyXEngland. 

HoMEaTow  near  London  i7^k.»«a*  «'**»*  "^ '* 
•peetable  of  the  dittentinr  colle^Sj**"^  ^"^  ^"^ 
pretide  attitted  by  a  profettor  ofelocSi!^  "^^  ^'' 
leetnret  ttatedly.  Twenty  ttodent.  ai^lE  '^'  ^•^ 
tion  their  term  it  six  yeart.    Hoxton  tta»X""* '"  ' 

tul  .U-r  ^"  •''"■"^''^  •'^P'*^^--  thread 
J.th  addihonal  meant  of  instrnetion  from    A"^^ 
different  departmentt  of  selenee     Tk:!.?   !  T«^*" 


two  KBinarie*  .ludeiKt  freqoenflv  »■«  .7 .1.  S 

T^  "'Prep-nas  young  men  forth,  hbo„rM^^f 
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UiMnuit  muttry  «a4  •fdooMttio  miMiosaries.  Tk« 
QBnber  intCnieted  here  is  toiall  and  the  date  ■bovt. 
BoTHSRHAM  aetdeoiy  is  the  wirthy  and  Axmiimtbk  ia 
Ike  eouthv  faraiih  the  eharebet  with  about  tixteen  eda- 
eated  jeuog  aiobt^rt  every  foar  or  ive  years.  Several 
more  private  institatioiM  have  famished  the  neaas  of  aa 
atliication  to  oiaay  who  new  stand  high  in  the  ehoreh. 
IH.  Boo  on  has  the  saperiatendeney  of  an  aeadeny  at 
OosPORT  in  Baaptihirey  the  ehief  objeet  of  this  sehool  is 
to  prepare  yoanif  mea  for  foreign  misstons  ^  bat  stadentt 
Ibr  oiore  general  labours  are  admitted.  Three  years  in 
this  seminary  eompiete  the  eourse  allotted  to  an  nade* 
terminate  nnrober  of  stadents.  The  orthodox  BafiisU 
have  three  respeetable  establishmeats  for  the  edueatioa 
of  their  mioi«terial  eandtdates.  The  first  is  at  Bsiitol, 
another  in 'YoMKiHiaa,  and  one  lately  institnted  inLoN- 
mmiK.  The  former  of  these  seminaries  has  prepared  va- 
Inable  miisionariei  for  the  heathea,  and  the  whole  of 
them  eantribate  maeh  towards  the  prosperity  of  the 
oliafohes  at  home.  Lady  HunHmgdon^s  College  net^ 
Lfondon  has  been  notieed  aader  the  article  of  her  cottaei- 
iOB.  All  the  old  seminariei  for  dissenters  corrupted  by 
Soeinianism  have  seen  strange  vieissitudes,  and  most  of 
them  have  been  starved  out.  The  onee  famous  fVar^- 
ruigpm  Jictidemy  ^  the  pride  and  the  boast  of  the  wide 
dissenters^"  fell  in  the  oommon  ruin  to  which  error  is 
aaposed,  twenty  six  years  after  its  iostitution.  An  ua- 
saaeessfal  attempt  to  revive  its  genius  was  made  at 
Ha  souasTSRi  ahd  sinee  tbea  an  academy  has  been  es- 
lablitthed  for  seventeen  years  at  York  under  the  care  of 
a^C.  fVeUbeloved. 

MuftiovuiT  SooisTiBS.  Institutions  for  propagating 
the  flospel  were  early  ^established  by  the  charch  of  Ei^r  ^ 
land^iww  of  these  we  Imre  notsc^d^  as eSm  ^le  wnm^ 
zBft 
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modein  one  ealled  «  Tile  disrcli  MiisieMrj  SoeietjJP 
AsoBg  the  distentiBg  ehnrehes,  the  haplists  had  the 
lieaeor  to  take  the  lead  to  the  lahoaref  fore%a  aniasiaBi* 
Ths  Baptist  Missionart  Sooibtt  wai  iaaliteted 
at  Kettering  in  Northaniptoiidbire,in  the  year  l7f  2.  Iti 
prineipal  attention  has  been  direeted  to  maiA,  wiiere  the 
missionaries  have  proseeoted  their  ealiing  like  mea  of  a 
Imlj  primitive  and  apostolie  stamp.  8eleet  parts  of  the 
•aered  rolnme  have  been  translated  into  several  of  the 
eastern  languages,  by  whieh  means  these  great  and 
^od  men  have  been  enabled  to  propagate  the  trnth 
among  those  benighted  nations.  Several  of  the  Bramins 
lave  been  eonverted  to  the  Christian  faith,  and  bap- 
tised in  the  name  of  our  Triune  God :  from  among  these^ 
and  others,  teaehers  and  preaehers  have  been  seieeted, 
and  devoted  to  the  work  of  the  mission,  '^he  plana 
adopted  bj  this  society  are  exceedingly  simple,  and  the 
measures  eaiployed  are  marked  with  little  ostentation 
and  worldly  parade.  The  "periodieal  aeeo«nrs''ofthis 
mission  state  glorious  things.  Upwards  of  twenty 
stations  are  occupied  in  India  and  Burma  with  others 
in  the  Oriental  islands.  The  names  of  Care^j  Tkamas, 
Mtrshman^  &e.  &c.  will  secure  to  the  Baptist  denomi- 
nation a  repnUtion  and  renown  abundantly  more  glori- 
ous than  can  be  attained  by  the  acquirements  of  selenee, 
and  all  the  honours  of  mere  etassieal  learning,  'llie 
progress  these  great  and  good  men  have  made  ia  vari* 
ous  languages  and  dialects  of  (he  East,  bid  fair  to  pro- 
duee«  in  a  few  years,  a  tran^hition  of  the  Holy  Yolnme 
into  the  native  tongues  of  all  those  vast  empires ;  and 
by  the  aid  of  many  native  preacher  converts,  the  gonpel 
is  already  addressed  to  thousands  and  tens  of  thoasamb 
"vho  begin  to  ask,  <*  where  is  God  our  Maker  r^  Boom 
UMipliaed  ehorehes  are  already  settled  with  pMtor% 
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aod  iHiflierost  aMemUies  are  eonlinnally  eailed  togc- 
iktr  to  hear  the  readinf^  and  preaehing  of  Ood't  word, 

Mbthodiat  MissioNARHSooiETT  ha?e  their  mioif- 
ters  and  iDietioaartee  in  the  fonr  quarters  of  the  globe., 
They  hare  ttationa  ia  Ceylon  in  Asia  |  in  Sierra  Leone 
in  Afriea ;  in  Nova  Seotia,  Newfonndland,  Frinee  Ed- 
ward's Inland  in  North  America ;  and  in  many  of  the 
West  India  Islands.  The  eongregations  and  ehurehes 
raised  by  the  indefatigable  Methodists  abroad  are  not 
inferior  to  the  effeets  of  the  same  zeal  at  home. 

Thb  Missionary  Sooiett  was  established  in  London 
179f.  '^  An  independent  minister  first  called  the  atten- 
tion of  the  ehorchet  to  the  object,  by  an  address  whieh 
was  published  in  the  Evangelical  Magazine.  The 
chnrehes  and  their  pastors  entered  into  the  design  with 
great  ardour,  and  were  joined  not  only  by  several  Scotch 
presbytertans,  who  had  retained  the  ancient  faith,  but 
by  the  Calvinistic  nutthodtsts  as  a  body,  and  by  many 
erangelieat  (cburcb)  clergymen.  It  was  agreed  to  wave 
the  diitinguisbtng  tenets  of  either  of  these  denomHiations, 
and  to  send  forth  missionaries  into  the  world,  to  diSiise 
the  grand  prineiples  of  the  gospel  in  whieh  the^  were  all 
agreedJ^  The  islands  of  the  Pacific  ocean,  particularly 
O'^Takeiie^  were  among  the  first  objects  of  their  atten- 
tion. Here  the  labours  of  missionaries  were  for  a  length 
of  time  much  discouraged,  but  perseverance  and  faith 
in'Ood  have  produced  such  a  harvest  as  has  not  ap- 
peared sinee  the  primitive  ages.  Taheite  and  several 
eontignous  blands  are  now  as  much  a  part  of  Christen* 
dom  as  any  state  in  the  American  union.  Afriett, 
exhibits  another  harvest.  India  has  been  attended  to 
by  this  society  and  great  are  its  accomplishments  there. 
B«t  all  this  detail  is  before  the  public  and  much  more 
nfaMtely  gifCQ  than  can  he  in  these  pages.     ^  To 
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4a«ribe  th«  ialseaee  of  (hU  tociely  •■  tbt  fwblie  mimif 
wM  he  dUkiiJt,  for  it  drew  io^Uier  by  tht  awtl  be- 
•%ii  mmd  powerfal  altrae|i»B,  'CbrUluiM  of  dtlCBrail 
•MMMBioM :  il  roused  amltitttdet  u  the  BoUett  scol, 
•od  Ike  nigbtkU  ciertiMu,  and  lh«§  gure  rue  to  etber 
•eeieiieft  both  ameag  diMeotert  and  io  the  boioi  of  the 
oslmblisb»eol,  by  whieb  tbe  noet  iniportjyit  bloM^ 
kove  bMo  eoolerred  on  tbe  eboreb  mod  the  wofkL" 
Tbe  oooual  meetiogt  of  this  Aoeiety  in  London  wooU 
gotber  together  tent  of  thooftandtofCbrittione  of  voriooi 
denominotiont,  eouM  aeeonmodatioo  be  fyraiebed  for  to 
nnuij,  to  hear  the  reports  and  the  teraioM  deliTerod  on 
thote  oeeatioBi.  The  inttitation  of  the  (London)^  Mis* 
oionarj  Sooielji  begins  a  new  epoeb  in  eeeleaintlieai  hit- 
lory*    From  this  assoeiation  sprang 

Tbb  British  amd  Forezqii  Biblx  SoozbtT)  the 
operations  and  aehievenentt  of  whieb  with  ail  its  aori- 
-iiarles  and  branebes  eannol  be  reeorded  in  n  whole  to* 
IvMOt  onr  limits  will  only  permit  os  to  sa/,  ilmt  God 
has  niagni&ed  his  word  above  all  his  name,  and,  that  no 
ono  boose  in  aM  Great  Britain  is  a  qnarter  part  huge 
enough  to  eontain  the  people  who  wenid  attend  the  nn* 
niTersary  of  this  soeiety. 

Tnn  Rbliciovs  Tract  SooiRTT-^Socii^ies/cyr  ^r*. 
ftigaHng  divine  tr%ah  in  Irblako— /^owesltc  .^iUsuMif 
•^National,  8uiiDAT«and  other  Sobool  Socibtibo^ 
with  a  800XBTV  lately  formed  for  supporting  n  gpapti 
ministry  on  the  Comtinbsit  or  Ruropb  are  nmitng  the 
happy  designs  of  British  Christians.  Tbe  deeds  of  sneh 
nssoeiations  will  beeome  their  beet  historian,  iiCNUon 
Sooibty  vor  the  Jews,  aims  at  a  great  olyeet,  «nd 
vast  revenaes  have  b^en  expended,  bnt  it  yet  renuuno  to 
he  made  to  appear,  that  the  eaU  and  gathering  of  the 
Jews  will  bo  effected  In  enoh  a  way  no  this 
projeeti. 
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Taking  a  retrotpeetire  view  of  eeclefiiastieal  affiiirs 
in  Great  Britain,  the  reailer  will  be  ttroek  with  twa 
things  ;  the  great  obstacles  whieh  oppose  the  spread  fit 
Divine  Tmth ;  and  the  great  zeal  aetaating  the  reli- 
gions body  in  all  their  attempts  to  promote  it.  In  order 
to  the  promotion  of  seriptaral  knowledge  among  the 
great  mass  of  the  people,  the  gospel  must  be  preaehed 
in  simplicitj  and  sineeritj :  but  the  great  body  of  th^ 
English  episcopal  elergy,  who  haye  the  ear  of  the  peo- 
ple, preach  the  doctrines  of  the  pagan  philosophers, 
mixed  op  with  a  little  Christian  phraseology,  and  higli 
eneominms  on  the  established  ehoreh.  To  snpport  these 
clergy  the  treasures  of  the  nation  are  exhausted,  and 
the  religious  of  every  communion,  thongh  not  of  the 
eotaUishroent,  contribute  their  quota  in  tithes  and  ebnreb 
rates.  But  alter  all  this,  what  a  vast  revenue  has  been 
spent  in  establishing  and  extending  the  gospel :  and  the 
greater  part  of  this  has  been  raised,  and  continues  to  he 
raised,  by  that  part  of  the  nation  which  is  by  far  the 
imallest  part ;  by  a  people  who  reckon  among  them- 
selves no  nobility,  few  of  the  higher  class  of  merchants 
and  tradesmen;  by  a  people  who  are  held  np  as  dan- 
gf  rous»  sehismatical  and  disaflfected,  by  a  people  who 
have  no  revenues,  but  in  their  own  industry,  economy, 
and  good  will  to  man.  By  this  class  of  people  have 
been  supported  a  regular  standing  ministry  for  aget^ 
and  though  with  difficulty  they  have  sometimes  sup- 
ported their  churches,  yet  they  have  not  only  maintaiB- 
ed  their  ground,  but  have  gained  greatly  upon  that 
establishment  which  has  opposed  them;  and  besidee 
this,  they  have  formed  and  are  now  exeenttng  plans  for 
the  etmversion  of  the  worlds  Among  this  people  origi- 
nated all  those  great  schemes  tor  foreign  missions^for 
transU^ng  the  BitU  into  all  languages  and  for  Hrei^ 
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\ 
UdHig  U  among  mil  natimiM,    Whmt&wer  there  it  gomd  n 

tbe  ettayitlied   eharek,    paitiedAiij  n  seiJ  Ibr  Ihe 

trvUi  wuLj  be  irmeed  vp  U  the  diteeiiters.    B«t  for  the 

titeevtert  whmt  bad  bee«  the  sUte  of  EnglaBd  mi  AH 

iaji%md  what  the  state  of  all  the  werM  ? 

^  viA  an  d^  fiidte,  I  kpfc  ttee  idB."!— Covptr. 


CHAPTER  Y. 
GziikaAS  State  or  Religion  m  America. 

Jfecbfiosltc/rf  ami  JMUmal  €haraeter'^PreAifterum& 
'*»^UmgregaH(nmlist8"'Bapti$h — Episccpae^'-'Miihm* 
Shta^Bivm  SMb^PMU  JnOitutUms—BHroaptt* 

'  MiH  WW. 

Da.  InoaSAfK  Mathbr  sajty  ia  HTMf  ^  I  am  ooia 
iaflR|teic^j-third*year9  and  ^re  been  tUtj-ft^e  jrean 
a  preaeher  of  the  gospel)  and  had  eoBTem  with  thn 
plasters  of  this-  eooatry.  I  eannot  but  be  aHeeted  as 
the  old  men  who  saw  the  foandatioa  of  the  seeoad 
teoipley  and  wept  at  the  vast  infBrioritj  of  it  to  the 
Ibroier.  Too  many  are  given  to  ehange,  and  leave  the 
^er  of  the  gospel,  whieh  was  the  very  design  of  these 
eolonies.  The  grand  interest  ofNewEa|^and  is  ehanged 
from  a  religious  to  a.  worldly  ol^eet^  The  ehaage  of 
whieh  the  Doetor  eomplains  was  so  natnral,  eonsider- 
lag  what  hnman  nature  is,  that  nothing  less  eonid  be 
reekoaed  apiNi,  indeed  it  was  almost  impossible  that  it 
should  have  been  otherwise.  The  first  settlers  who 
•ame  over  to  plant  churehes,  were  under  the  neeeaaity 
'^  nlanting  fields,  of  building  towns,  and  of  estaUishaag 
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eonnexions  of  trgde.  These  oeeopations  and  experi- 
nentt  nalurallj  exeiled  the  attention  of  many,  both  m 
the  mother  country,  and  ekowhere,  who  felt  no  intereat 
in  eeeletiastieal  affairs,  and  who  opon  settling  among 
th^m  parsoed  no  other  objeett  than  such  as  were  world* 
ly,  and  these  were  sometimes  songht  by  means  contrary 
to  what  Christianity  would  justify,  /i'he  children  too, 
of  the  first  planters  themselves,  did  not  all  grow  up 
-•aiats,  some,  not  a  few  it  should  seem,  grew  np  in  the 
•pirtt  of  this  world,  and  songht  mueh  more  the  things 
pertaining  to  this  life  than  that  which  is  to  come.  These 
two  classes,  in  the  course  of  a  few  years,  gaiFc  a  distinct 
tone  to  the  opinions  and  practices  of  the  colonists;  and 
then  after  the  lapse  of  a  century,  it  would  be  natural  to 
expect  in  this  country,  mueh  of  the  same  character  at 
is  common  to  all  other  countries  in  which  are  human 
heings  like  ourselves.  Upon  the  revolution  and  esta-. 
hlishment  of  Independence,  America  found  herself  a 
nation,  no  longer  colonies  subject  to  a  sovereign  and 
foreign  power,  but  a  free  and  independent  empire :  and 
though  she  would  not,  as  other  nations,  have  a  king,  yet 
she  must  have  every  thing  necessary  to  constitute  her  a 
body  politic:  she  must  have  intercourse  with  other 
aountries,  and  as  contaetion  is  often  contagion,  she 
wonld  be  likely  to  share  in  every  foreign  moral  disease. 
America  would  have  no  established  church,  and  heneo 
lest  established  superstition  and  hypocritical  formality^ 
yet  the  god  of  this  world  inspired  a  proportion  of  in- 
fidelity,  and  excited  to  a  course  of  nnbridlcd  libertinism* 
Beligten,  which  the  forefathers  brought  with  them  to 
this  eonntry,  would  no  more  grow  spontaneously  in  the 
toil  of  the  New  than  in  that  of  the  Old  world  :  and  what 
religion  did  grow  op  was  found  to  be  mixed  with  the 
tarn  that  vrould  grow  also.    To  prevent,  if  possible, 
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ihif  deterieratioB,  and  to  teeure  the  rigitts  of  ike  ciMreb, 
ione  laws  were  franed,  in  eiril  eoorts,  to  aid  aad  asaitt 
Cbiisiiaaity  in  her  progreta,  and  to  help  ber  a^att 
iier  enemies  \  and  though  these  eiril  aids  by  bo  Bieans 
BBioBBted  to  an  estabiishnent,  jet  they  were  a  stnmbli^ 
bloek  to  some,  and  a  matter  of  exultation  to  otbers. 
The  eoBstitution  #f  the  United  States  forbad  all  reli- 
gions perseeution,  and  dealt  oat  eqnal  rights  to  all  eo*- 
seienees ;  yet  some  seets  thought  as  they  had  had  a  kind 
of  prelbrenee  from  the  first,  a  preference  arising  from 
the  earliest  possession,  that  this  should  entitle  them  ta 
Ibe  privilege  of  being  the  Standing  Order^  the  Chwrckf 
and  all  olhers  be  denominated  sectaries.  This  was 
fartienlarly  the  ease  in  New  England  and  especially 
10  with  the  Congational  churches,  and  thns  it  remains 
with  many  of  this  order  to  the  present  day.  But  as  to 
any  legal  pre-eminence,  the  fundamental  laws  of  the 
coBStitation  know  nothing. 

It  is  scarcely  possible  that  any  one  sect  should  pre^ 
ponderate,  but  that  sect  will  seek  for  some  exelnsi?c 
privileges:  this,  it  is  possible,  may  apply  to  the  more  pre* 
vailing  denominations  in  the  Southern  States,  as  it 
it  does  to  the  congregational  in  New  England.  But  all 
such  tbingii  tend  to  bring  the  church  of  Christ  into  that 
slate  deplored  by  Dr.  Mather,  to  change  the  interat 
of  the  church  *^  from  a  religious  to  a  worldly  object.^ 
Churches  that  are  pretty  well  established  in  the  opi- 
nion of  the  world  generally  betray  symptoms  of  decline 
first  at  the  heart.  The  outward  form  and  substance  are 
preserved,  while  the  enemy  is  secretly  working  death  at 
the  vitals.  And  this  seems  to  be  the  only  method 
the  prince  of  darkness  can  adopt  in  a  time  of  ont^ 
ward  prosperity*  and  in  a  land  of  peace. 

America  at  this  period  exhibits  charebes  in   a  state 
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very  ^ferevt  from  any  other  elrarehei  in  the  whole 
worM  f  here  ie  ao  hterarehy,  mo  ineorporated  fttith,  ev* 
erj  seet  therefore  ttikj  nake  the  best  of  iti  own  natim 
pov^ri  and  iafoenee :  hence  we  may  expect  that  the 
ehnreh  and  the  world  will  preponderate  by  tnriis.  Man 
in  a  relffgious  animal,  and  will  haTO  a  religron,  thongh  the 
•late  provide  none  Hot  him,  hot  the  reifgion  he  ehooset 
will  be  of  a  eharaeter  with  himself,  if  he  is  a  worldly 
he  will  ehoose  a  worldly  religion,  if  otherwise  it 
St  be  a  religion  aeeordtng  to  godliness.    Real  relig* 
ion  may  exist  and  floorish  onHer  various  forms,  and  so 
may  a  spnrioos  religion ;  hot  it  generally  happens  that 
where  there  is  a  want  of  spirituality,  there  is  a  great- 
er exeess  in  some  ootward  form  and  showy  appear* 
anee.    The  visible  ftgnre  of  churches  too,  are  generally 
nsadeto  comport  with   the  figure,  and  character  of  the 
government  with  which  they  are  connected.    In  the  mo« 
narehteal  countries  of  Bnrope,  the  splendour  of  an 
episeopaey  was  generally  preferred :  but  in  humbler  and 
more  popular  fbrms  of  government,  presby terianism  haa 
been  adopted,  as  in  Holland,  Geneva  and  Scotland. 
Cbarehet  upon  the  Presbyterian  and  Congregational 
plan  seem  most  congenial  to  the  soil  and  climate  of  the 
Ameriean  Republic. 

Trs  PnnsnTTBRiANS,  thoogh  not  the  largest  body  is 
the  United  €kates,  yet  from  their  union  and  the  solid 
eompaet  fbrm  of  their  polity,  exhibit  an  ecclesiastical 
diaraeter  at  entire  and  as  complete  as  any  other  deno« 
minatioB  in  the  empii*e.  These  churches  prevail  most  in 
the  Staitee  south  of  New  England.  ^  Their  supreme 
eeelesiaetieal  judicatory  is  styled  Ths  CteMBRaL  At- 
OBMBLT  or  TBB  Pbbsbttxbian  Chvroh.  Subordinati' 
bodies  are  synods,  presbyteries  and  ehnrch  sessions. 
Then  w«f  m  mtr  wifttnlfae  bovndi  nf  the  geneitf 
HI? 
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sttenblj  10  synods,  86presbjterieS)  770  eongr^ait 
The  presbyterians  are  anifomilj  Cal^iaist,  and  tktj 
leinraia  a  striet  adhereaee  te  all  the  grand  etsgatish 
•fdeetriaal  and  praetieal  religion.  The  Dutch  B^ 
farmed  Chmrch  is  of  the  presbjterian  order,  and  of  the 
orthodox  fkith :  they  snbseribe  the  eanons  of  Doriredd 
with  some  additional  ones,  peeuliar  to  their  standing  in 
a  eoantry  distant  from  the  mother  ehareh.  The  forina« 
laryof  doetrine  to  irhieh  they  adhere  is  eontained  in  the 
Heidelberg  eateehism.  Of  this  ehareh  there  are  aboat 
M  eongregatioas  eoraposiog  one  synod  styled  The 
Dutch  Reformed  Synod  of  ^/^w  Fork  and  JVeacr  Jersey, 
The  Presbyterian  order  elaims  two  other  denominations. 
The  Oerman  LntheranSj  and  the  German  CalvUdets. 
They  earry  their  faith  in  their  name,  and  if  thej  do  not 
glory  in  the  eross  of  a  Dinue  Saviour,  they  presenre  a 
designation  which  will  be  a  witness  against  theqs  ano- 
ther day.  There  are  about  200  congregations  of  these 
Germans,  and  they  maintain  harmonj  among  thean 
selres,  as  well  as  with  the  presbyterians  in  gtsneraL 
The  whole  amount  of  presbyterian  congregations  is 
about  1050.  Presbyterianism  prevails  but  little  in  the 
Northern  states,  and  Congregationalism  as  little  in  the 
Southern ;  but, 

CoMOKXOATioifALisM  IS  the  Standing  Order  of  Ncw 
England.  Here,  as  we  have  seen,  the  British  eongrega* 
tional  churehes  first  sat  down,  and  from  that  little,  nn» 
protected,  persecuted,  but  hearen-owned  band  sprang 
those  numerous  societies  which  now  spread  over  and 
adorn  the  sis  Northern  States.  There  are  aboat  iOOO 
oengregations  of  this  order  in  New  En^jlaad,  one  third 
of  these  are  found  in  Massachnsetts  alone.  About  200 
more  of  this  denomination  are  scattered  over  the  other 
Slates.   These  eharehos  in  their  platfmn  are  Calviaist^ 
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bol  many  have  departed  front  their  eoDstitotional  faith 
and  are  beeome  Soeinian.  ^  And  if  Soeinianitm  ht 
Chriftianitj,  then  the  Millennium  it  alreadj  eom- 
meneed  in  these  regions.  The  ehorehet  of  this  order 
liave  a  settled  principle  of  assoeiation,  thej  meet  ia 
greater  or  less  bodies  according  to  loeal  circurostanees ; 
bat  these  several  bodies  again  unite  on  a  more  extensive 
plan  in  general  association  or  consociation  and  conven- 
tion. These  eharches  watch  all  such  associations  with 
a  jealous  eye,  they  are  tenacious  of  their  independent 
liberties,  and  seem  to  fear  that  ministerial  union  may 
grow  into  a  despotism  by  which  the  privileges  of  Congre- 
gationalism may  be  lessened  or  destroyed.  The  ortho* 
dox  have  one  ground  of  fear,  and  the  heterodox  another. 

.  Th£  Baptists  are  extended  all  over  the  Union,  but  in 
Rhode  Island  they  preponderate.  A  Report  of  their 
own  states  that  in  1818,  there  were  138  associations^ 
S682.  churches,  1899  ministers  and  190,000  members* 
The  Baptists  are  in  general  sound  Calvinists.  Learning, 
it  is  said,  (with  what  truth  I  pretend  not  to  say)  is  less 
esteemed  by  this  denomination  than  by  some  others.  It 
nay  be  so,  but  they  have  the  start  of  some  others  in  real 
religion,  sound  doctrine,  and  zeal  for  propagating  the 
Gospel.  But  they  are  sectarians  ! !  Let  us  then  of  the 
standing  order  preach  more  frequently,  more  fervent ly, 
more  script u rally,  more  zealously,  and  more  like  the  pri- 
initive  advocates  of  the  eros«,  and  we  shall  leave  them 
behind  shut  op  within  the  narrow  confines  of  their  ows 
sect. 

Episoopaot.  That  body  of  Christians  worshipping 
under  the  mitre,  are  denominated  in  the  old  count ry. 
Hie  Churckj  and  all  who  withdraw  from  them,  Dissen* 
i€r$.  But  in  America  the  episcopacy  is,  a  churchy  and 
every  other  denomination,  a  church  too.    But  epitcopa* 
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UtM,  ^f  the  order  ef  ike  ehareh  ef  England,  wkeiket 
lealljof  that  erder  ornot,  fanej  theauelres  a  tine  Mai 
difltioet  eboreh,  and  all  others  thej  prenoaaoe  aelilMU- 
tki  aod  teetariei.    I  hope  we  thall  find,  is  the  AaMti- 
•aa  epiteopaey,  m  bj  its  owd  eonstitutioa  eotablbJwd, 
aothiBg  so  onehristian  and  iatolerant*  Before  the  revo- 
lotioa  there  was  no  episeopaej  here,  elergjoiea  whs 
offieiated  upon  the  ehureh  of  England  rnbrie,  bad  gone 
to  the  mother  eoontry  for  orders,  or  had  come  froai 
Ihenee  thus  qualified.    But  upon  the  independeoee  of 
the  States  it  beeame  necessary  to  organize,  and  eaasti- 
tote  an  episcopal  beneh  for  the  New  World,  thongh  this 
important  measure  did   not  succeed  till  several  jean 
alter  the  establishment  of  the  States  government.     Aa 
episcopaey  is  not  so  easily  prepared  and  perfected  as  a 
system  of  eivil  polity.     A  political  establishment   may 
he  genuine  and  effective,  if  the  people  themselves  make 
it  so,  but  in  the  ehureh  things  are  not  quite  so  quickly 
and  independently  adjusted.    <<  Dr.  SsAnuar  went  to 
England  in  1784,  to  obtain  consecration  as  Bishop  sf 
the  Episcopal  church  in  Connecticut  Meeting,  in  South 
Britain  with  some  obstruction    to  the  aecomplishment, 
he  went  to  Scotland,  where,  in  the  month  of  November 
in  that  year,  he  was  consecrated  Bishop  by  Jfessrs.  IM* 
ert  KitgouTf  Arthur  Petrie,  and  John  Skinner^  nonjoriifg 
Bishops  of  Scotland."    It  is  presumed  that  the  episeo- 
pal  divines  thought  that  the  establishment  of  the  Ameri- 
can  ehureh  upon  the  authority  of  the  nonjurors,  was  a 
disreputable  if  not  an  unsafe  foundation,  upon  whieh  to 
set  so  grand  a  fabrie ;  and  therefore  a  more  legitioMte 
and  a  more   honourable  consecration  was  obtained  fsr 
Hr.  Samuel  Proved^  and  Dr.  William  White  in  the  year 
1787.    These  two    eeelesiasties    were  consecrated  at 
'^ambeth  palace  by  His  Grace  The  Most  Reverend  Fa- 
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ther  in  Go  A  Dr.  Moore  Lord  Arehbbbop  of  Caiiterborj^ 
primate  of  all  England,  asiisted  bj  the  Arehbiibop  of 
Torky  and  their  Right  Reverends,  the  Lord  Bishop  of 
Bath  and  Wells,  and  the  Lord  Bishop  of  Peterboroogh.  In 
order  to  authorize  this  aet,  parliament  granted  power  to 
the  English  beneh  of  bishops  to  eonseerate  sneh  ehureh 
officers  for  foreign  eoiintries  i  this  grant  obtained  the 
royal  assent  4th  July,  1780.  Bot  in  order  to  render  thia 
royal  prelatieal  statute  almost,  if  not  altogether,  nnga* 
tory,  the  jealous  ehurehmen  wriggled  into  the  aet  a 
elause  by  which  it  was  declared,  and  to  be  understood^ 
that  such  consecrations  of  bishops,  and  orders  granted 
under  them,  should  not  qualify  for  actual  office  in  the 
Church  of  England ;  thereby  at  one  stroke  cutting  oflf 
the  American  episcopacy,  with  all  others  in^*  tnted  by 
the  same  act,  from  a  legal  and  ecclesiastical  con« 
nexion  with  the  Mother  church.  Which  of  the  twd 
episcopal  sanctions  be  the  best  support  of  the  Amo« 
rican  church  I  pretend  not  to  determine,  but  the 
free  choice  of  the  people  in  settling  the  episcopate,  up- 
on either  of  the  aboTC  grounds,  is  worth  ten  thousand 
acts  of  parliament;  and  if  the  episcopal  clergy  will 
zealously  preach  the  grand  doctrines  of  the  thirty  nine 
articles^  they  may  spread  episcopacy  all  over  the  United 
8iates.  Let  them  but  stand  forth  in  Che  spirit  of  New- 
ton, of  Scott,  of  Cecil,  of  Buchanan;  or  of  the  more  an- 
eient  Whitfield  and  Vieff^y  and  Jones ;  or  the  more  mod- 
ern, and  present  bishop  of  Gloucester,  Biddulph  of  Brit^ 
tol,  Owen  of  K^sex,  Wilson  of  London^  and  a  hundred 
others  which  might  be  mentioned,  and  the  Amerieaa 
epiMcopate  in  a  few  years  would  be  inieriorto  nochurelk 
on  this  continent  <<  In  1789  the  episcopal  clergy  eonw 
rened  in  Philadelphia.  At  this  eonvention  they  cor- 
rected and  ratified  the  book  of  Common  Prayer*    fhm 
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prajen  Ibr  Uie  kiag  and  th«  rojal  hmilj  w«re  oMtUed, 
Mid  pajers  adapted  U  Ihe  g^YCimsMiit  of  tlie  Uintid 
Stalas  UMartad*  An  akeralita  wm  abo  nade  in  Iht 
liirial  aanriee,  aad  Tariooi  reaoloUoM  pMaad  fbr  ilie  ga* 
tiraanjt  and  food  «ilkr  of  Ibe  eliiireh."  Fraai  tka 
Cawao  Prayer  a^w  extiuil»  aad  m  uie,  it  appeara  tkat 
there  kii?e  beaa  Tarioat  alteratioas  ia  thai  formalarj  of 
deTOtioUt  sQaia  thiiiy  $^ti^  enjoimed  bj  tbe  Buglitk 
f^Qrehy  1^1^  left  ^  ^  diieretion  of  the  ouniater  ;  and 
fpon  the  whole  thf  Ameriean  Cooiaioa  Prayer  aaaat  ha 
allowed  bj  all  eaadid  and  terions  personi  to  be  an  iBi« 
prav^OMBt  of  that  tmlj  toblime,  aad  for  the  aiott  part 
OTaagelieali  aMoaal  of  devotioa.  Had  the  English 
Bishops  apon  the  aseeosion  of  William  aad  Mary  tt* 
daeed  the  episeopaey  to  a  standard  somewhat  like  that 
whieh  now  appears  in  the  Ameriean  eode,  Neal  sayt 
three  parts  in  four  of  the  dissenters  would  hare  conform- 
ed.  ^  There  are  eight  dioeeses  in  the  United  States. 
A  bishop  with  certain  of  the  clergy,  form  a  state  eoa* 
Tcation.  Bat  the  general  eonvention  of  the  protestaat 
episcopal  churchy  is  the  body  to  whose  care  the  inter- 
asts  of  the  whole  chureh  is  intrusted.  This  eoBrentioa 
is  composed  of  two  houses :  the  house  of  bishops  and  the 
house  of  delegates  consisting  of  C^lergymen  and  lay- 
foen."  The  American  bishops  have  wisely  declined 
those  pompous  titles  of,  hisgrace^hU  lordship^  father  m 
6odf  Sfc  :  neither  have  the}  in  their  church  the  poap 
of  a  coiAedroI,  nor  the  oflBces  of  deans,  orcAifeocons,  pre- 
tends,  canons^  ^e. 

Thk  Methodist  oHuacB  is  also  an  episeopaey^ 
though  not  of  tlie  same  order  as  the  former*  The  Meth- 
odist societies  sprang  froui  the  labours  of  Mr.  Wesley, 
and  most  likely  would  have  continued  in  fellowship  with 
]|is  denomination!  had  it  not  been  for  the  revolntioat 
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The  Methodiit  episeopaej  was  deri? ed  from  tbe  eonte* 
erating  anettaB  of  a  eoDtiaeatal  bishop.  But  the  Eag- 
lith  methoditts  never  iastitated  aay  eharehes  at  hoHM  up* 
on  tbe  epiteopal  plan,  Bnglaad  eould  no  more  bear  two 
epiteopaeies  than  ^^  tbe  earth  two  iiiat ''  In  Ameriea  this 
denomination  is  stj^led.  The  United  Societies  of  the  Me- 
thodist Episcopal  church.  They  have  three  Right  Re- 
verend bishops  presiding  in  a  vast  asiociation  of  Chris- 
tianS)  who  seem  to  aspire  to  no  higher  eeelesiastieal 
honoars,  than  to  deserve  the  name  of  the  zealous  and 
devoted  diseiples  of  the  Son  of  God.  l*his  elass  of 
Christians  in  Ameriea  alone,  amount  to  about  S40,900. 
English  and  Ameriean  Methodists  together  about  half 
a  miUion. 

Divers  Skots.  Among  these  the  Moravians  elaim 
the  hiost  distinguished  plaee.  Their  unassuming  but 
indefatigable  diligence  among  the  Indians  entitle  theoi 
to  high  praises.  They  style  themselves  the  United  Bre- 
thren  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church.  Friends  or 
^uakers^-'JSfhakers —  Tunkers — Menonists —  Universai- 
ists-^wedenborgians,  &e.  &e  when  these»  or  any  of 
these,  shall  have  been  aetive  and  sneeessful,  for  a  een- 
tary,  in  turning  many  to  righteousness,  then  their  histo- 
ry will  eontribute  to  the  annals  of  the  Christian  ehureh, 
at  present  we  must  be  respectful  towards  them  as  good 
eitizens  and  hope,  by  and  by,  to  meet  them  in  a  still  high- 
er department  of  Society. 

Public  IitsTiTUTioNS.  The  Ameriean  universities 
and  eolleges  stand  in  too  high  a  department  to  be  either 
deseribed  or  eulogized  in  this  humble  and  eoneise  work. 
Sneh  however  are  the  advantages,  arising  from  these 
aunierous  institutions,  and  so  easily  are  these  advantag- 
es ebtained,  that  an  illiterate  clergy,  and  even  an  illite- 
rate Wtyy  would  argue  great  vaeaney  of  soul  in  the  pah- 
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lie  eharaeter,  and  a  perfect  indifferenee  to  its  own  inter- 
est.  Bat  this  eharge  it  is  presumed  will  not  be  brooglU 
agaittft  the  tons  of  those  wise  and  holy  men,  who  ereet- 
ed  a  college,  almost  as  soon  as  thej  had  boilt  a  Tillage, 
and  long  before  they  had  founded  a  eit  j.  Besides  the 
provision  made  for  theologieal  research  in  the  colleges, 
some  separate  seminaries  arc  instituted  expressly  for  the 
encouragement  of  Biblical  and  Divinity  learning.  In 
New  England,  Jndover  stands  high  in  repute,  and  pow- 
erful in  resources.  The  history  and  character  of  this 
school  of  the  prophets  are  daily  deyeloping  in  the  actual 
labours  of  a  host  of  young  clergymen  who  hare  lately, 
from  hence,  been  called  to  settle  over  the  churches  in 
these  regions  |  these  churches  for  ages  yet  to  come  wiH 
record  the  history  of  Andover  Theological  Seminary. 

Missionary  Societies.  The  flame  of  Missionary 
spirit  had  scarcely  enkindled  in  Europe  before  it  was 
ielt  in  America.  In  1706  The  JVVir  York  Misstonarg 
Soeieiy  was  formed,  and  in  1709  that  of  Massachusetts. 
The  principal  object  of  these  societies  was  <^  to  send  the 
gospel  to  the  frontier  settlements,  and  to  those  remote 
parts  of  the  country  in  which  the  inhabitants  did  not  en- 
joy the  benefit  of  a  Christian  ministry,  and  Christisn 
ordinances."  These  missions  were  also  to  be  eitendfd 
to  the  Indian  tribes,  many  of  whom  are  scattered  among 
the  inhabitants  of  the  western  states,  and  lie  so  contig- 
uous to  the  scene  of  these  missions  as  to  claim  the  notice 
of  the  American  churches.  But  the  year  1810  gave  birth 
of  the  Americaw  Board  of  Commissioners  for  For- 
eign Missions.  This  institution  originated  in  the  General 
Association  of  Massachusetts  hj  whom  nJiie  Commission- 
ers were  appointed  the  first  year.  Since  then,  the  annu- 
al election  of  Commissisners  has  been  by  the  joint  rote 
t^f  the  MissachuHtts  mi  Connecticut  Awocitiiiom^  Tht 
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operations  of  this  Board  form  a  distiDet  feature  in  thiB 
grand  mifsions  to  India.  Xhe  qualifieatioos  possessed 
hj  the  Missionaries  sent  out  fW^m  this  Board,  eonfer 
BO  small  honour  on  the  ehurebes  of  the  United  States. 
The  ground  oeeopied  by  this  plan  of  operation,  consid- 
ering the  time,  is  very  extensive.  The  vast  regions  of 
India^-the  Sandwich  islands^-Jerosalem  and  the  Holj 
I#and  are  invested  by  the  adventurous  soldiers  of  the 
erots  under  this  Commission.  The  BapHgig  have  insti- 
tuted a  similar  Board  of  (hmmissioners  its  date  is  1814. 
India,  as  yet,  is  the  ehief  theatre  of  their  operations. 
Id  ay  the  spirit  of  the  gospel  prevail  upon  the  minds  of 
All  these  zealous  advocates  of  the  Redeemer's  crown, 
that  though  they  differ  upon  the  minor  points  of  religion, 
they  may  be  of.  one  heart  and  of  one  soul  in  promoting 
the  CommonweaUh  of  Israel. 

The  institutions  in  these  states,  for  minor  but  impor- 
tant objects  are  almost  innumerable :  it  is  the  age  of  be- 
nevolence and  exertion,  Seepticif  m  may  point  the  finger 
of  scorn,  and  Infidelity  may  laugh  out,  but  the  disciples 
of  Jesus,  by  a  patient  continuance  in  well-doing  will  put 
to  silence  thci  ignorance  of  foolish  men. 

Here  our  detail  must  rest,  while  we  turn  our  eye  back 
for  a  few  moments  on  the  progress  of  religion  during  that 
period  the  events  of  which  we  have  hastily  considered. 
The  denominations  of  Christians  by  which  America  has 
been  chiefly  planted  and  cultivated  are  Fre$byttrianB 
and  CongregattonaUsti.  1  he  former  have  preserved 
and  persevered  in  the  faith  which  gave  them  existence 
and  character,  that  faith  has  been  the  salt  of  the  earth 
and  is  to  the  present  day  the  glory  and  the  defence  of  all 
those  churches  which  have  so  stood  their  ground.  But 
the  latter — the  Congregational  churches  in  New  Eng- 
land have,  many  of  them,  been  turned  away  from  the 
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trttth.  That  gotpel  mm  preaebed  bj  the  Mather% 
the  CettoDf ,  the  Stoddards,  the  Bdwardset ,  the  DaTietc% 
the  Colemant,  the  Coopers  and  others  of  oMre  reeeot 
date  has  giTen  place  to  another  gospel — a  gospel  with* 
oot  the  DiTine  Three— withoot  the  DiTiiie  SaTtoor — 
ivithoat  the  blood  of  atoneaieiit— withoot  the  ^  new 
beart"— -without  the  wind  blowing  where  it  listeth-^ 
withoot  the  eross  of  Christ,  in  a  word  a  gospel  withont 
good  news,  and  a  Savionr  withoot  ability  to  sare.  How 
the  ehurehes  eame  into  this  state  may  be  diffiealt  to 
say,  bnt  what  prerents  their  return  is  not  so  diffienlt ;  a 
few  facts,  as  Tisible  as  any  reeorded  in  history,  wiU 
appear,  if  we  do  hot  open  onr  eyes»  and  look  npon  the 
face  of  the  times. 

In  New  England,  for  ages  back,  a  profession  of  the 
primitive  religion  was  no  odinro,  it  was  no  bar  to  oAee, 
no  mark  of  a  weak  or  disordered  mind.     To  belicTe  in 
the  Trinity,  and  declare  for  eiperimental  religion  were 
no  soeh  oot  of  the  way  things  as  to  expose  a  man  (o  any 
degree  of  pnblie  scorn.    It  is  not  exactly  so  now.    In 
order  to  a  qoalification  for  a  public  charge,  a  man 
most  give  up  that  faith  and  practice  formerly  held  to 
dear,  or  he  most  hold  them  so  slightly  and  with  so  little 
tenasity,  as  not  by  an  obstinate  adherence  to  them,  seem 
to  reflect  on  others  who  hold  to  very  contrary  opinions 
and  practices.     A  man  may  be  orthodox,  if  he  will  but 
declare  that  he  lays  no  stress  upon  orthodoxy;  if  be 
will  by  his  practice  in  the  world  neutralize  all  the  seve- 
rities of  his  chorch  creed,  then  he  will  be  a  liberal  an4 
candid  and  worthy  man ;  bnt  if  not  he  mnst  take  tbo 
consequence  in  an  almost  total  neglect,  or  in  a  decided 
opposition.     This  brings  the  professors  of  religion  into 
a  snare,  found  more  or  less  in  every  age,  *^  the  fear  of 
man."    To  remedy  this  evil  two  expedients  are  resorted 
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€•$  fint,  there  are  a  Ihontand  eiperimenU  tried  by 
which  to  regaio  and  to  toeure  the  favoor  lost;  there 
is  a  deal  of  erouehiag  and  trimming  and  taerifiee  of  eon« 
seienee,  and  if  any  tacf ete  attend  this  many-shaped 
measure,  perhaps  a  man  will  get  into  power  and  offiee^ 
and  then  the  second  expedient  is  adopted ;  in  his  poli* 
tical  eharaeter,  he  endeavours  to  serve  his  religious 
party,  but  generally  fails,  and  so  beeomei  more  disliked 
than  before.  Now  instead  of  all  this  let  the  sincere 
disciples  of  the  Son  of  God  submit  to  the  cross,  and  fill 
«p  their  stations  in  the  church  with  all  possible  fidelity^ 
let  them  be  courteous  as  far  as  religions  character  and 
principle  will  admit,  rendering  to  all  t^eir  dues,  hon- 
oor  to  whom  honour,  custom  to  whom  ^custom,  fear  to 
whom  fear.  But  let  them  boldly  assert  and  zealously 
naintain  the  faith  and  order  of  the  gospel ;  let  them 
not  fear,  in  a  scriptural  way,  to  point  out  and  to  de* 
lUNUice  error.  Such  a  praetice  as  this  might  perhaps 
produce  great  divisions  in  society,  and  in  religious 
communions  too :  as  far  as  the  principle  has  been 
acted  upon  it  has  divided  parishes  and  churches : 
and  if  what  Dr.  Mather  says  be  true  that,  *<  the  grand 
interest  of  New  England  is  changed  from  a  religions  to 
a  worldly  object,'^  such  a  division  is  desirable  and  in- 
evitable. The  meek  and  benevolent  Jesus  says  <<  Think 
not  that  1  am  come  to  send  peace  on  the  caKh,  I  came 
not  to  send  peace  but  a  sword :  for  I  am  come  to  set  a 
man  at  variance  against  his  father,  and  the  daughter 
against  her  motherland  the  daughter  in  law  against  her 
nether  in  law,  and  a  man's  foes  shall  be  they  of  his 
«wn  household*  He  that  loveth  father  or  mother  more 
than  me  is  not  worthy  of  me.— And  whosoever  doth  not 
hear  his  cross,  and  come  alter  me,  cannot  be  my  disci- 
pie.'*— ^  The  wicked  shall  do  wickedly  :  and  none  of  the 
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wieked  tliAll  udentaBdi)  hmi  ibe  wke  ihaU 
•lud.'' 

TbepmMttiMbfvllofBMeit   No  perMI  mm 

tke  CbriatHUi  era  to  great  witk  creau.  The  MiuLunnaL 

Day  it  anaoiuwed,  we  have  beard  the  ^  eeek  eraw,"  the 

■KMmiag  it  tpread  upon  the  Meaataiat.    Six  kaadrei 

aiillioat  of  the  baoMui  raee  are  waiCiDg  to  reeeiTe  Uod^ 

law.    Tbe  cxf  eeUat  eye  it  filed  alaiott  exeiasively  «s 

two  aalioat,  Grkat  Bbitaiit  aad  THBUviTBDSrATaa 

OP  Amxrioa.    Tbcte,  tajt  Dr.  Bogae,  are  ^Tke  two 

mott  fav  oared  natioot  apoo  tlie  earth,  at  to  ezteraal 

privileget,  religioot  liberty,  aad  the  aoaiber  of  trao 

Chrtttiaat :  the  one  hat  taperior  adraataget  la  aeaw 

retpeett ;  the   other,  in  otbert.    la  oae  or  the  other 

of  ihete  eoaatriet,  the  ttaadard  of  Milleaaial  glory  it 

it  highly  probable  will  be  firtt  raited.^    lo  AoMriea 

there  it  the  greatett  proportioa  of  liberty  eivil  aad  re* 

ligtoat.  Dot  daly  appreeiated,  at  yet,  aor  taflkieatly 

iaiproTed.    lo  Great  Britaia  those  BMOOt  are  Itailed, 

aad  dealt  oat  with  a  aiggard  haad,  aodor  the  frowst 

of  aa  atpiriag  aad  jealoat  eeeletiattieal  ett^Uithawaty 

hot  thete  meant  are  eoltiTated  to  the  edge  of  the  field, 

and  the  aiott  it  aiade  of  a  little.    Tet  Aaieriea  aiay,  if 

the  will,  upon  the  wiagt  of  her  Baolb,  rite  tnperior  te 

all  the  exploits  of  the  Liow,aBd  firtt  plaat  the  ttaadard 

of  a  Triuaphaat  Redeener  upon  the  heightt  of  Zioa, 

thoatiog,  The  Riaoaoift  op  thu  world  aex  bboohs 

THE  KiRODOMt  OT  OOB  OOD  ABD  OP  Hit  CHRItT,  HaL« 
«.BLV1AH,F0B  THB  LoEO  (AOD  OmbIPOTBBT  BBIOBBTB. 


fHB  END. 
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